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Lost and Found 
by George MacDonald 

Worship Participants:  The Rev. Dr. Troy Hauser Brydon 
   The Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce 
   Maryanne Beery, Flute 
   Betty Porter, Alto Flute 

BLESSING  Advent in the Dark an adaption of a New Zealand
  litany for Advent 
 

ANTHEM—The Rose  Ola Gjeilo 

The lily has a smooth stalk, 
Will never hurt your hand; 
But the rose upon her briar 
Is the lady of the land. 
 

There’s sweetness in an apple tree, 
And profit in the corn; 
But lady of all beauty 
Is a rose upon a thorn. 
 

When with moss and honey 
She tips her bending briar, 
And half unfolds her glowing heart, 
She sets the world on fire. 
 

  Christina Rosetti (1830-1894) 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
CAROL 122—Silent Night 
 
SILENT DISMISSAL 

I missed him when the sun began to bend; 
I found him not when I had lost his rim; 
With many tears I went in search of him, 

And gave me echoes when I called my friend; 
Through cities vast and charnel-houses grim, 
And high cathedrals where the light was dim, 

    

But found him not--the friend whom I had lost. 
And yet I found him--as I found the lark, 
A sound in fields I heard but could not mark; 
I found him nearest when I missed him most; 
I found him in my heart, a life in frost, 
A light I knew not till my soul was dark. 

Clara Snyder, Piano, Soprano 
The Geneva Choir 
Cathie Day, Reader 
Ron Mass, Reader 

 

An Advent Service of  

Light and Hope 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation to Prepare Our Hearts and Minds for Worship 
 

“...in the darkness we know that you are with us, O God, 
yet still we await your coming. 

In the darkness that contains both our hopelessness and our hope, 
we watch for a sign of God’s hope. 

For you are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.” 
 

from Advent in the Dark,  
an adaption of a New Zealand litany for Advent 
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PRELUDE  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Dr. Troy Hauser Brydon 

Leader: We gather in your presence, God, 
All: in our need, 

and bringing with us the needs of the world. 
Leader: We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus, 
All: and you know by experience what human life is like. 
Leader: We come with our faith and with our doubts; 
All: we come with our hopes and with our fears. 
Leader: We come as we are, because you have invited us; 
All: and you have promised never to turn us away. 

 
*OPENING CAROL 347—Let All Mortal Flesh 
 
PRAYER 

Leader: Loving God,  
you gather us here tonight, 
here, where many have come before us 
seeking your healing, strength and love. 

 

All: You know us, God: 
you understand who we are, 
you know what troubles and puzzles us, 
what makes us smile and what makes us sad. 
You listen to our questions and our prayers. 

 

Leader: You know the people we love, God, 
and the people we struggle with. 
Sometimes we hurt others; 
sometimes we hurt ourselves. 

  

All: So, we bring our own hurt 
asking for your healing; 
and we bring the hurt we have caused others 
asking for forgiveness. 

 

Leader: These are the words of Jesus, 
 Words that we can trust: 
 

All: “Don’t be afraid” 
 

Leader: “I love you” 
 

All: “Your sins are forgiven” 

 

 

 

Leader: “I will be with you always.” 
 

All: Write these words in our hearts, loving God,  
 Let them take root in our living. Amen 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Lulle, Lullay  from the shape note tradition 
 The Babe of Bethlehem    from the Southern Harmony
  

SCRIPTURE—Psalm 139:7-12 p. 503 pew Bible 
 

MEDITATION In the Darkness Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce 
 
POEM—Lost and Found by George MacDonald 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING  

 For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits Marty Haugen 
 Yahweh Elevation Worship 

 
PRAYER         from Iona Community 
 

ANTHEM—Sure on This Shining Night Morten Lauridsen 
Sure on this shining night of star-made shadows round 
Kindness must watch for me this side the ground 
On this shining night, this shining night 
Sure on this shining night of star-made shadows round 
Kindness must watch for me this side the ground 
On this shining night, this shining night 
The late year lies down the north 
All is healed, all is health 
High summer holds the earth, hearts all whole 
The late year lies down the north 
All is healed, all is health 
High summer holds the earth, hearts all whole 
Sure on this shining night 
Sure on this shining night 
Sure on this shining night 
I weep for wonder wand'ring far alone 
Of shadows on the stars 
Sure on this shining night, this shining night 
Sure on this shining night 
On this shining night, this shining night 
Sure on this shining night 


