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Agriculture

agriculture, dairy, irrigated horticulture industries and 
transport infrastructure

• Resource development – to enable an economically 
viable mining project that makes the best use of available 
mineral sands resources, while maintaining viability of 
other local industries (such as forestry and agriculture).

A Horticultural Impact Assessment was carried out 
separately to investigate issues associated with potential 
impacts on the Lindenow Valley vegetable industry.

Key issues considered are:

• The potential for dislocation due to severance causing 
reduced access to farmland and social networks and 
community facilities

What did we study 
and why?
The Agricultural Impact Assessment was carried out by 
Hamilton SierraCon. The report’s primary focus was on 
local agricultural impacts directly associated with the 
mine’s operations.

This assessment was undertaken through a review of 
available desktop information and consultation with 
a selection of landholders, relevant local agencies and 
industry groups.

The scope of the study was defined by the scoping 
requirements for the EES, including consideration of the 
following evaluation objectives:

• Social, land use and infrastructure – to minimise potential 
adverse social and land use effects, including on, 
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• Potential for adverse effects on the existing 
and future land and beneficial uses, including 
agricultural, dairy, irrigated horticulture, forestry, 
tourism and local businesses

• Best use of land considering environmental, 
agricultural and forest values

• Potential impacts on the existing local industries, 
businesses and landholders.

Further details of the impact assessment are 
available in Chapter 9 of the EES:  Environmental and 
socioeconomic impact assessment.

The full report of the Agricultural Impact Assessment is 
available as Appendix A015 of the EES.

Related studies

What did the 
study find?
There will be a direct impact on 19 private landholders due to 
land access and disturbance.

With an average area out of production of 443 hectares, 
this represents an average annual gross margin* loss of 
$57,750 to $83,000 per annum. This equates to a lost value of 
production of around $87,250 to $125,250 per annum. 

During project operations the removal of farmland from 
production is likely to be a major inconvenience to each 
agricultural operation in the project area. 

Landowners consulted expressed a preference to have clear 
handover from the landholder to Kalbar. For leased land there 
would be a subsequent return of the land. 

Some land severance issues will be encountered, but it 
appears feasible to access zones of the project area while 
continuing vehicular access to paddocks and dwellings. This 
will require refencing and temporary vehicular access.

Horticulture
Socioeconomic

Economic

Land Use and  
Planning Agriculture

Above and Below: The Agricultural Impact Assessment assessed 
impacts on existing agricultural activities on the site, which is 58% 
grazing land and 27% plantation.

LAND USE PROPORTION
Grazing 58%
Blue Gum Plantation 15%
Pine Plantation 12%
Remnant Vegetation 7%
Road Reserve 5%
Other 3%
TOTAL 100%

* gross margin is gross farm income minus total variable costs and represents the net change in revenue from land being taken out of production.
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Agriculture

The return of pre-mining landforms and land uses as 
agreed between the regulator, landowners and Kalbar are 
key closure criteria for the project. 

The effectiveness of land rehabilitation was raised as a key 
issues raised during consultations for the assessment.

From an agricultural perspective a key issue for the 
Project is to avoid potential environmental impacts on the 
neighbouring nationally significant vegetable industry. This 
is assessed in greater detail in the Horticultural Impact 
Assessment.

A range of potential environmental issues and concerns 
are relevant to landholders and their businesses, including 
noise, dust, human health considerations, run-off and 
sedimentation. 

These issues are all assessed within other specific technical 
studies. Further analysis of potential impacts on the 
neighbouring vegetable industry is provided in the RMCG 
Horticulture Impact Assessment Report, which was requested 
as part of the EES by the Technical Reference Group.

How will the impacts 
be managed?
Mitigation measures will require operational and 
environmental management actions, including:

• Compensation agreements with directly 
affected landowners

• Scheduling and operational procedures to minimise 
land take within the resource area and to provide 
best possible property access

• Use of a test pit and early monitoring of mine 
rehabilitation

• Progressive rehabilitation to reduce the time that 
disturbed areas are out of production

• Project Environmental Management Plan to avoid 
environmental impacts and issues

• Landowner engagement on rehabilitation, identify 
and avoid severance issues, and generally provide as 
much information and certainty as possible

• Specific stakeholder engagement with the 
vegetable industry

• Inclusion of relevant safeguards and assessments for 
the hand back of land to landholders post-mining

• Traffic procedures to consider interaction with 
farm machinery, agricultural transport and other 
local traffic.

Above: Potential impacts on nearby horticultural activities 
are addressed in other technical reports, including the RMCG 
Horticultural Impact Assessment.

Above: Road diversions and land severance will require close 
consultation with landowners.



48 Bailey Street, Bairnsdale VIC 3875
PO Box 680, Bairnsdale VIC 3875

Office Tel +61 3 5152 3130
Freecall 1800 791 396

www.fingerboardsproject.com.au
contactus@fingerboardsproject.com.au

Contact us
To download the full technical studies and the 
Environment Effects Statement, go to:  
www.fingerboardsproject.com.au

If you have any questions about the technical 
studies, the EES or how to make a submission, 
please contact us.

general health, soil monitoring, photo monitoring, surface and 
groundwater monitoring and geotechnical stability.

Regular communication with directly affected and 
neighbouring landholders about project operations will be 
vital to monitor impacts. Communication should be tailored 
to each landholder and there should be a general objective of 
providing landholders with as much information as possible. 
This engagement should include:

• A direct continuous Kalbar point of contact for 
each landholder 

• The point of contact should have strong skills in 
stakeholder engagement and use a stakeholder 
engagement management system to keep a good record of 
these activities

• Providing adequate notice and regular updates 
for land access

• Kalbar conducting regular communication with landholders 
to receive feedback

• Involvement of directly affected landholders in the 
rehabilitation program, including pasture species selection, 
pasture management and other issues in the lead 
up to handover

• Having grievance management and dispute resolution 
procedures in place

• Establishing formal mechanisms for monitoring and 
community feedback, such as an environment review 
committee, community reference group, etc.

Being accountable for 
what we do
We have established an Environmental Management 
Framework (EMF) with clear accountabilities for managing 
and monitoring environmental effects and hazards associated 
with construction, operation, decommissioning, rehabilitation 
and post-closure phases of the project in order to achieve 
acceptable environmental outcomes.

The EMF is contained in Chapter 12 of the EES.

Monitoring and managing Project performance regarding 
agricultural impacts will require work in three key areas: 

• general environmental monitoring

• monitoring of land rehabilitation

• stakeholder engagement.

Environmental monitoring will occur through the Project’s 
overall Environmental Management Plan and will be relevant 
to monitoring performance regarding agricultural impacts. 

This includes monitoring environmental parameters such as 
vegetation offsets, water, air quality, noise, traffic and so on. 

Monitoring of land rehabilitation will also occur under the 
Project’s Environmental Management Plan. The parameters to 
be monitored include pasture cover, plant species composition, 
presence of weeds, pasture production, visual assessment of 


