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DLM® Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports 

 

Grade 8 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

8 

EE.RL.8.1 Cite text to 

support inferences from 

stories and poems. 

Provide students with a simple story about a 

well-known routine that requires inferences 

that can be supported by the explicit 

information in the text. For example, "It was 

time to get ready to go. Everyone cleaned 

up and packed up before going to the bus." 

Then provide an inference (e.g., students 

got their backpacks) and ask students to 

identify the information in the text that 

supports the inference (i.e., 

"Everyone...packed up").  

Read to identify the 

parts of the story that 

support this inference: 

<provide inference>.  

After reading, ask students to say or show 

the parts of the story that support the 

inference. If needed, go through page-by-

page asking students to stop you when you 

get to a part that supports the inference.  

     

8 

EE.RL.8.2 Recount an 

event related to the theme 

or central idea, including 

details about character and 

setting. 

Remind students of an event you all 

experienced together. Work with students to 

remember everything they can about the 

event, including who was there (characters), 

where it occurred (setting), and what 

happened.  

Read to remember the 

details of the story 

related to <state theme 

or central idea>.  

After reading, ask students to recount details 

they remember. If needed, provide lists of 

details that are and are not related to the 

<theme or central idea>. 

       

8 

EE.RL.8.3 Identify which 

incidents in a story or 

drama lead to subsequent 

action. 

Provide a series of if/then statements based 

on experiences or events that are familiar to 

the students (e.g., "If you don't do your 

work, then you can't have free time," or, "If 

you sleep too late, then you will be late for 

school."). Ask students to pair the if and 

then parts. Help students understand that 

one thing leads to the other. 

Read to determine 

what happened that 

made <action> 

happen.  

After reading, ask students to tell what 

happened that made <action> happen. If 

needed, provide a list of actions from the text 

that did and did not lead to the subsequent 

action, and ask students to select the correct 

one. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

8 

EE.RL.8.4 Determine 

connotative meanings of 

words and phrases in a 

text. 

Provide pairs of words that have good and 

bad emotions associated with them 

(connotations). For example, relaxed and 

lazy, curious and nosy, smile and smirk, 

determined and stubborn. Work with 

students to determine which word in each 

pair is associated with good or bad feelings.  

Read to determine 

whether these words 

have good (positive) 

or bad (negative) 

associations: <provide 

words from text>. 

After reading, ask students to indicate if each 

word has a good or bad association. 

     

8 

EE.RL.8.5 Compare and 

contrast the structure of 

two or more texts. 

Provide students with two very different 

examples of texts that they have read in the 

past for different purposes (e.g., compare a 

story with a picture on every page with a 

short poem). Work with students to 

determine how each structure is similar to 

the other.  

Read to compare <text 

1> and <text 2>, and 

tell two or more ways 

that their structures are 

similar. 

After reading, ask students to tell or show 

two ways that the two texts are similar.  

     

8 

EE.RL.8.9 Compare and 

contrast themes, patterns 

of events, or characters 

across two or more stories 

or dramas 

Based on what will be compared in the text 

that students are going to read, identify 

parallel themes, events, or characters from 

their everyday life to compare and contrast. 

For example, if students are going to 

compare and contrast characters from the 

text, help students compare and contrast 

people they know well. If they are going to 

compare and contrast patterns of events 

from the text, help them compare and 

contrast two school days that have different 
schedules.  

Read to tell how the 

<themes, events, or 

characters> are similar 

and different in the 

two stories (or 

dramas).  

After reading, ask students to identify the 

parts of the <themes, events, or characters> 

that are similar and different in the two 

stories (or dramas). If needed, provide lists of 

details from the texts for the student to 

identify as similar or different between the 

two stories.  

 

  



DLM Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports       Page 3 of 4 
© 2019 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, Department of Allied Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill 

 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

8 

EE.RI.8.1 Cite text to 

support inferences from 

informational text. 

Provide students with a list of things adults 

might say to them on a day-to-day basis 

(e.g., "hurry up," "check your schedule"). 

Discuss the statements or questions. Then 

provide a list of inferences that go with each 

statement (e.g., "you are moving too 

slowly," "we are finished with this 

activity").  

Read to identify the 

parts of the text that 

tell you that <state the 

inference>.  

After reading, review the inference and ask 

students to go back to the text to show the 

parts of the text that support the inference. 

     

8 

EE.RI.8.2 Provide a 

summary of a familiar 

informational text. 

Watch a short clip of a favorite movie or 

TV episode. Work with students to tell what 

it is about in their own words.  

Read to tell what the 

text is about in your 

own words.  

After reading, ask students to tell what the 

text is about. 

     

8 

EE.RI.8.3 Recount events 

in the order they were 

presented in the text. 

Present cards with words, images, or both 

words and images that depict events in the 

daily schedule. Scramble the cards and then 

determine the order in which they actually 

occur.   

Read to recount these 

events in the order 

they happened in the 

text: <preview a list 

you have pulled from 

the text>.  

After reading, ask students to put the events 

you provided in order.  

     

8 

EE.RI.8.4 Determine 

connotative meanings of 

words and phrases in a 

text. 

Provide pairs of words that have good and 

bad emotions associated with them 

(connotations). For example, relaxed and 

lazy, curious and nosy, smile and smirk, 

determined and stubborn. Work with 

students to determine which word in each 

pair is associated with good or bad feelings. 

Read to determine 

whether these words 

have good (positive) 

or bad (negative) 

associations: <provide 

words from text>. 

After reading, ask students to indicate if each 

word has a good or bad association. 

     

8 

EE.RI.8.5 Locate the topic 

sentence and supporting 

details in a paragraph. 

Provide a simple text with a clear topic 

sentence and supporting details. Remind 

students that the topic tells what the text is 

about. Help students identify the details that 

are about the topic. 

Read to identify the 

sentence that tells 

what the text is about. 

Then identify two or 

more details about the 

topic.  

After reading, ask students to look back at 

the text and identify the sentence that tells 

the topic. Then ask them to identify two or 

more details about the topic. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

8 

EE.RI.8.6 Determine an 

author's purpose or point 

of view and identify 

examples from text to that 

describe or support it. 

Work with students to identify things they 

see and hear that let them know how people 

feel about different things happening in the 

class. For example, "How does Joe feel 

about math? How do you know he feels that 

way?" or "How does the principal feel about 

people running in the hallway? How do you 

know he feels that way?"  

Read in order to 

identify examples 

from the text that tells 

how the author feels 

about <insert topic of 

text>. 

After reading, provide students with a list of 

examples from the text and ask them to 

select the examples that tell how the author 

feels about <topic>. 

     

8 

EE.RI.8.9 Identify where 

two different texts on the 

same topic differ in their 

interpretation of the 

details.  

Prior to the lesson, ask two students to tell 

about a common event (e.g., what happened 

in science class). Write their descriptions. 

Read the descriptions to the group and work 

with students to identify the ways that the 

descriptions are different.  

Read to identify what 

is different in the way 

<topic> is described in 

the two texts. 

After reading, display the details provided in 

the two texts side by side. Ask students to 

identify the parts that are different.  

     

8 

EE.RI.8.8 Determine the 

argument made by an 

author in an informational 

text. 

Provide two reasons that support an 

argument about something known to the 

students (e.g., "teenagers need a lot of 

sleep" or "it is not safe to be at the bus stop 

in the dark"). Then ask students to identify 

the argument that matches the reasons (e.g., 

"school starts too early"). 

Read to decide what 

argument the author is 

making.  

After reading, ask students to explain the 

argument or to select it from a list of choices 

you provide.  

     

8 

EE.L.8.5.a Demonstrate 

understanding of the use 

of multiple meaning 

words. 

Provide simple sentences that include words 

with multiple meanings (e.g., "I can do it" 

and "I will recycle the can," or "he left in a 

hurry" and "I used my left hand," or "let's 

park the car" and "let's go to the park"). 

Read each sentence, and then ask students 

to identify the sentence that reflects each 

meaning (e.g., "Which can is the kind a 

soda comes in? Which park is a place to 

play?"). 

Read to decide the 

meaning of the words 

in this text: <list 

multiple-meaning 

words>.  

After reading, ask students to explain the 

meaning of the words. If needed, provide a 

list of options and ask students to select the 

meaning. 

 

 


