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From the Editor

Legal Stuff
AppleUsers Spotlight is an independent magazine and has not been authorized, sponsored, or otherwise 
approved by Apple Inc.

TidBITS
TidBITS is a free weekly technology newsletter providing timely news, insightful analysis, and in-depth 
reviews to the Macintosh and Internet communities. 
Non-profit, non-commercial publications and Web sites may reprint or link to articles if full credit is given. 
Others please contact us. We do not guarantee accuracy of articles. Caveat lector. Publication, product, 
and company names may be registered trademarks of their companies. TidBITS ISSN 1090-7017.
Copyright 2009 TidBITS: Reuse governed by Creative Commons licence.
Contact us | TidBITS Web site | License terms | Full text search | Subscriptions

Trademarks
AirPort, Apple, Apple Store, Back to My Mac, Bonjour, Boot Camp, FairPlay, Final Cut, Final Cut Pro, 
GarageBand, Genius Bar, iCal, iChat, iDVD, iLife, iMac, iMix, iMovie, iPhoto, iPod, iTunes, iTunes Store, 
iWork, Keynote, Mac, Mac OS, MacBook, MacBook Air, Macintosh, Numbers, Pages, QuickTime, QuickTime 
Logo, Time Capsule, Time Machine, and Xcode are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and 
other countries.
Aperture, App Store, iDisk, iPhone, iWeb, Podcast Logo, Snow Leopard, and Spotlight are trademarks of 
Apple Inc.
For a current list of other Apple trademarks, please refer to http://www.apple.com/legal/trademark/
Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, the Acrobat logo, Distiller, PostScript, and the PostScript logo are 
trademarks or registered trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the U.S. and/or other countries.
Intel, Intel Core, and Xeon are trademarks of Intel Corp. in the U.S. and other countries.
Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

From the Editor
It’s been a couple of months now since I’ve stepped into the role of Editor-in-Chief and I’m often asked what my is 
favourite application, what is my favourite Apple product, what are the best widgets to have etc. And in turn, I started 
asking those around me what their favourites were. Of course, there were the usual suspects but I was intrigued by the 
obscure ones, the ones the flew under the radar. 

That got me thinking. The applications and widgets we choose to use reveal more about ourselves than we probably 
think they did. They act as little windows into our lives; who we are, what we like (or dislike?), what our workflow is like, 
what’s important to us... And they change depending on our circumstances at that time. It’s quite intriguing, really. 

I hope you’ll enjoy our selection of “Top 10” lists and may you discover a hidden gem too.

 – Trish Ho

The Team
Publisher: Nicholas Pyers

Editor-in-Chief: Trish Ho

Contributors:   Nicholas Pyers, Pam Doughty, 
Doug McLean, Matt Neuburg, 
Alvin Ng, Christopher Breen, Paul 
Sutcliffe, Gary Lowen

Proofreaders:  Ben Barone-Nugent
Renee Marie Bergere

Cover design: Christine Soriano

Address:  AppleUsers.org
PO Box 1015 
Elsternwick VIC 3185

Telephone: (03) 8678 1037

Fax: (03) 8678 1037

Published by AppleUsers.org. Copyright ©2009 
AppleUsers.org. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
and redistribution prohibited without approval. For 
more information, contact editor@appleusers.org. To 
contact AppleUsers.org please use our webform at 
http://www.appleusers.org/about/.

mailto:editors%40tidbits.com?subject=
http://www.tidbits.com/
http://www.tidbits.com/terms/
http://www.tidbits.com/search/
http://www.tidbits.com/about/list.html
http://www.apple.com/legal/trademark/
http://www.appleusers.org/about/
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Nick's dashboard
Nicholas’ Dashboard
Yet another month has passed us by and so much has 
happened in the world of Apple.

Snow Leopard has well and truly been deployed 
by users all over the world and the reports all seem 
to indicate that it worth every cent, and more, of it’s 
ridiculously cheap upgrade cost of AU$39.00.

Apple also refreshed the iPod family with new 
versions of the Touch, Nano (which includes a video 
camera) and the Shuffle. Along with these updates we 
saw iTunes 9 and iPhone OS 3.1 been released.

iWork ’09 just received its’ third update; plus Bento is 
now at version 3 too. Many of the Apple Pro Apps were 
updated as well. Plus a couple of Security Updates for 
Mac OS X 10.5 Leopard.

Overall, a fairly busy month for and who knows what 
else lies around the corner for us all.

Support our Supporters
Although AppleUsers.org is a volunteer, non-profit 
organisation, we still need a few dollars each month 
to cover our basic administration costs, so we have 
established relationships with a select number of 
partners to provide relevant services and products to 
Australian Apple User Groups and their members.

By clicking on the links found within the posts 
found in our Online Store and then purchasing goods 
or services from the various vendors own online stores, 
AppleUsers.org earns a tiny commission.

There is NO additional cost to you, the buyer – the 
vendor simply records the fact that AppleUsers.org 
referred you to them they pay us a small referral fee. You 
still get to purchase the items at the normal prices listed 
on the vendors store.

Each time you wish to shop from one of our partners, 
please click on our links first, rather than going straight to 

the vendors store, so the referral is registered each time 
and thus we can offset our various costs and continue to 
provide the various resources to Australian Apple User 
Groups free of charge.

Shop at the AppleUsers.org Store
Other organisations help support AppleUsers.org 

and the AppleUsers Spotlight by donating prizes for our 
monthly contest, or provide additional goods or services. 
In return we often run compliementary advertisements 
for these organisations in the Spotlight and we 
encourage every reader to click on the ads found within 
this issue (they are all hyperlinked and will take you direct 
to the advertisers website).

Thanking our Production Team, again!
As mentioned above, AppleUsers.org is a volunteer 
organisation. None of us get paid for the work we do 
producing the AppleUsers Spotlight. This month, our 
volunteers deserve yet another massive thank you for 
the work they have done to get the Spotlight out to you. 
We have had people out of action for days (even weeks) 
with various illnesses; others have had to schedule their 
various holidays and trips around the Spotlight as well 
as juggle full time jobs (or help out with planning and 
organising two weddings). You don’t see this dedication 
nor effort from paid staff often, let alone from un-paid 
volunteers.

I am pleased to say that the production team did 
receive a small token of appreciation for the efforts they 
have been putting - they all got a pack of 50 Squiz Cards 
that they could design themselves for their own personal 
use, which they have done and should be receiving in the 
next couple of days, if they haven’t already.

Well, enough from me… until next month.

 – Nicholas Pyers

http://www.appleusers.org/category/store/
http://www.appleusers.org/category/store/
http://www.macnotables.com
http://www.commart.com.au
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MUG October Listings

MUG October Listings
Queensland

HErvEy Bay MaC USErS GrOUP
Date: Thursday 1
Cost: Visitors Welcomed. Admission $5 Coffee $1
Topic: 1 What to do when it all goes wrong; 2 
Routine,maintenance, Backing up; 3 Snow Leopard 
review; 4 Hidden features of Leopard
Website: http://www.hbmug.com

NQMUG
Date: Tuesday 13
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Monthly Meeting
Website: http://nqmug.org

aPPLE-Q
Date: Sunday 18
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: meeting consists of a main demonstration, several 
mini training seminars, a question and answer session. 
Members are encouraged to bring their computer if they 
need assistance. The day includes one-on-one training 
(booking required), raffles, software library and our book, 
magazine and video lending libraries.
Website: www.apple-q.org.au/

south australia

SOUTH aUSTraLIaN aPPLE USErS’ CLUB
Date: Friday 2
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Programmes for meetings vary between 
Presentations and Special Interest Groups which allow 
smaller groups and time for questions and answers. 
Information for New Members and Mac Novices is 
available at all meetings.
Website: http://www.saauc.org.au

SOUTH aUSTraLIaN aPPLE USErS’ CLUB
Date: Wednesday 7
Cost: Visitors Welcomed
Topic: An informal format with friendly group discussions 
the preferred order of the day. SAAUC attempts to cover 
all Macs and operating systems and members will do 
their best to assist with Mac challenges. Some members 
find that their older Macs and operating systems are 
very capable of offering service and are still sufficient 
for their needs. Many of our members use current Macs 
and software. We encourage members to appreciate the 
diversity within the club. Support for New Members and 
Mac Novices is available at all meetings. Bring your Mac 
along where possible this will enable members to better 
understand your issues and provide assistance. 

Refreshments Tea and coffee will be available during the 
meeting for the convenience of members. All groups 
will break for afternoon tea around 3.20pm to enable 
everyone to partake of refreshments. 
“the only silly question is the one that is not asked”
Website: http://www.saauc.org.au

Victoria

aUSOM INCOrPOraTED
Date: Saturday 3
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: 21st Century Education with Apple as a Core - The 
present and future of innovative education at Coburg 
Senior High. Presented by School Principal Don Collins
Website: http://ausom.net.au

MaCINTOSH MULTIMEDIa GrOUP
Date: Tuesday 13
Cost: Supper $1
Topic: Dick Johnson — Using Your Mac as a Home 
Entertainment System. Dick has written numerous 
articles on this subject for AUSOM News and has learned 
many tricks the hard way. Now’s your chance to hear from 
the expert in person. The Multimedia Group [3MG] is a 
joint venture between AUSOM Incorporated and iMug
Website: http://ausom.net.au & www.imug.com.au)

http://www.hbmug.com/
http://nqmug.org
http://www.apple-q.org.au/
http://www.saauc.org.au/
http://www.saauc.org.au/
http://ausom.net.au/
http://ausom.net.au/
http://www.imug.com.au/


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 3, October 2009 6

MUG October Listings

BELLarINE MaC USEr GrOUP
Date: Tuesday 13
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: The BMUG Annual General Meeting (AGM) As 
usual the AGM formalities will be quickly dealt with so we 
can get on with the real Mac business of the day. 
We will move into groups and today’s program will 
be designed to give members a chance to follow up 
on any recent sessions that they may have missed or 
subjects that they feel they would like to know a bit more 
about. Most importantly there will be ample time to ask 
questions.
Website: http://www.bellarinemac.org.au

aUSOM rETIrEES aND OTHErS
Date: Wednesday 14
Cost: Morning tea $1
Topic: 1. Geoff Wallace will give an overview of Bentoc2. 
This personal data base from FileMaker offers a simple 
but efficient method for the non-professional user 
to keep personal information organised and easily 
accessible. 2. Dick Johnson will speak about the Elgato 
EyeTV system combined with IceTV. Dick has written 
numerous articles on this subject for AUSOM News and 
has learned many tricks the hard way. Now’s your chance 
to hear from the expert in person.
Website: http://ausom.net.au

CENTraL vICTOrIaN MaCINTOSH USErS INC.
Date: Thursday 22
Cost: Visitors Welcomed. Gold coin donation for supper.
Topic: Snow Leopard & Mobile Me
Website: http://www.cvmu.net

Western australia

GEraLDTON MaCINTOSH USEr GrOUP
Date: Saturday 24
Cost: Gold Coin Donation, Visitors Welcomed
Topic: A couple of short presentations about current 
topics and time for members to network and participate 
in an informal Q&A session
Website: http://www.gmug.org.au/

neW south Wales

MaCTaLk (HUNTEr)
Date: Wednesday 7
Cost: Visitors most welcome. No entry charge
Topic: 
5.00pm: Q&A available before meeting. 
5.30pm: Commence meeting. Minutes from previous 
meeting read and any business arising. General business- 
Including future Workshops. Apple Update.
Featured Topic: Photo restoration using editing tools 
(Jim and Rosemary) 
7-7.30pm: Open general question session. 
7.30pm: Meeting closes. 
7.30-8.00pm: Q&A as before meeting can continue if 
needed. 
Website: http://www.mactalkhunter.com.au

aMUG SyDNEy
Date: Monday 12
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: To be Confirmed (check the website closer to the 
date)
Note: AMUG Sydney meetings are usually first Monday of 
each month, followed by Workshop session the following 
Saturday - both deferred by one week for October 
because of the Labor Day public holiday. 
Website: http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/

aMUG SyDNEy
Date: Saturday 17
Cost: Free for AMUG members
Topic: Workshop session - See our ad on Page XX for 
more details. Note this month’s session has been deferred 
one week due to the Labor Day public holiday
Website: http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/

http://www.bellarinemac.org.au/
http://ausom.net.au/
http://www.cvmu.net/
http://MacTalk (Hunter)Date: Wed 07Cost: Visitors most welcome. No entry chargeTopic: 5.00pm: Q&A available before meeting.5.30pm: Commence meeting. Minutes from previous meeting read and any business arising.General business- Including future Workshops.Apple Update.Featured Topic: Photo restoration using editing tools (Jim and Rosemary)7-7.30pm: Open general question session.7.30pm: Meeting closes.7.30-8.00pm: Q&A as before meeting can continue if needed. Website: http://www.mactalkhunter.org.au
http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/
http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/
http://www.macvoices.com


Nicholas Pyers

In addition to our regular sponsors of the MacBundle, 
Apress and Take Control October sees a new addition to 
the AppleUsers Contest - Squiz Cards.

Squiz Cards are the small, fun, waterproof way to 
give out your contact info to people you meet and Squiz 
have supplied us with five packs of 50 Squiz Cards and a 
keyring dispenser to give away this month. These cards 
need to be seen to see how cute, yet useful they are - to 
find out more about them, check out the ad and follow 
the link.

A new MacBundle collection is included again in 
this month’s contest. The bundle that is available to win 
depends on which bundle is active at the actual time of 
the prizes been drawn. If there is no active bundle on 
the day of the draw, then the next bundle will be made 
available to the prize winner as soon it becomes active.

Apress books are shipped from their Australian 
distributor, and winners will be contacted by Apress to 
obtain the winner’s preferred shipping address.

Take Control ebook prizes are usually emailed directly 
to winners. If they are in excess of 8MB in size (when 
zipped) then a link will be provided for the winner to 
download the ebook.

October’s Prize Pool
October’s prize bundle has 11 great prizes:

 • 1 MacBundles (whatever the current bundle is 
available at time of the contest closing)

 • 1 Learn Mac OS X Snow Leopard (by Apress)
 • 1 Enterprise Mac Administrator’s Guide (by Apress)
 • 1 Take Control of Upgrading to Snow Leopard
 • 1 Take Control of Exploring & Customizing Snow 

Leopard
 • 1 Take Control of Mac OS X Backups, Fourth Edition 
 • 5 Squiz Card packs (each pack consisting of 50 Squiz 

Cards and a Squiz Dispenser)
Details about each individual prize can be found on 

the Contest Entry Page on the AppleUsers.org website.

How to Enter 
Entering the AppleUsers Spotlight Contest is simple. 

Simply click on the link found below, enter in your 
name, suburb and email address, along with this month’s 
magic word and click Submit. 

That’s it - You’re now entered into this month’s 
contest. 

October’s Magic Word is “Squiz”

September’s Winners
The Winners of September’s contest were:

 • TheMacBundles #4, R O’Connor of Glenelg East
 • iPhone Cool Projects, by Apress, P Paterson of Colac
 • Mac OS X Leopard: Beyond the Manual, by Apress,  

D Pattinson of Sylvania
 • Take Control of Your 802.11n AirPort Network,  

K Grinter of Barwon Heads
 • Take Control of MobileMe, L Turmine of Eleebana
 • Take Control of Your Wi-Fi Security, Darrell Richards of 

Cardiff
Congratulations to all our winners last month and best of 
luck to you all this month!

October’s Contest

Enter October’s Contest

AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 3, October 2009 7

Contest

http://www.appleusers.org/contest/octobers-contest/
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Joy of Tech



http://www.themacbundles.com
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Take Control

Apple says Mac OS X 10.6 Snow Leopard will make your 
Intel-based Mac faster and more reliable for a mere $39. 
That’s great, but Snow Leopard also brings an extra 
helping of important changes to the user interface: 
Expose has new options and the Services menu is entirely 
more useful, plus there’s a new text engine that provides 
smart quotes, smart copy and paste, automatic spelling 
correction, and automatic text substitution. Then there 
are enhanced searching features, a new version of 
QuickTime (with some gotchas), Time Machine tweaks, a 
new input-menu language switcher, and, wait for it... you 
can finally show the date on the menu bar!

To help you discover and take advantage of all this 
Snow Leopard goodness, we have new editions of our 
Take Control ebooks about upgrading and customizing 
Mac OS X. Since you’re a MUG member, you can get these 
books for 30% off (these links put the books directly into 
your cart with the discounts applied):

Save US$3 on “Take Control of Upgrading to Snow 
Leopard,” by Joe Kissell. (30% savings, you pay US$7.)

Save US$4.50 on “Take Control of Exploring & 
Customizing Snow Leopard, by Matt Neuburg” (30% 
savings, you pay US$10.50.)

Save US$7.50 when you buy both ebooks together 
(30% savings, you pay US$17.50.)

Take Control of Upgrading to Snow Leopard

Take Control of Exploring & Customizing 
Snow Leopard

Discounts on Snow Leopard Ebooks from Take Control

The Snow Leopard installer offers fewer options than 
previous Mac OS X installers, but it has a few twists and 
quirks that can cause stress and uncertainty. In this 
81-page ebook, Joe helps readers upgrade calmly and 
successfully with clear, expert steps developed over 
innumerable test installations. In particular, he helps you 
evaluate if your Mac’s hardware and software are ready 
to run Snow Leopard, create a bootable duplicate as 
insurance against upgrading woes, understand what the 
installer will do, run the installer, perform post-installation 
tweaks, and solve problems that might arise.

More information >>

This new 165-page ebook is based on Matt’s “Take 
Control of Customizing...” ebooks, but we added 
“Exploring” to its title to give Matt more room for how-to 
topics. The ebook points out lots of tiny things that are 
new in Snow Leopard but that you might not notice

otherwise. You’ll learn how to adjust how things 
look, get around fast, and use special features like a 
pro. Particular topics covered include: Spotlight, Time 
Machine, Software Update, Dashboard, the Dock, the 
Finder window, organizing and finding your folder and 
files, window management with Exposé and Spaces, 
keyboard and trackpad shortcuts, Services, zooming 
the screen, font management, typing special characters, 
typing in a second language, customizing your menu bar, 
login items, parental controls, and Internet helpers.

More information >>

http://store.eSellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU77170261125&COUPON=CPN90219MUG&Options=PREVALIDATECOUPON&PT=TCMUG
http://store.eSellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU77170261125&COUPON=CPN90219MUG&Options=PREVALIDATECOUPON&PT=TCMUG
http://store.eSellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU29861038800&COUPON=CPN90219MUG&Options=PREVALIDATECOUPON&PT=TCMUG
http://store.eSellerate.net/s.asp?s=STR5625274989&Cmd=BUY&SKURefnum=SKU29861038800&COUPON=CPN90219MUG&Options=PREVALIDATECOUPON&PT=TCMUG
https://secure.esellerate.net/secure/prefill.aspx?s=STR5625274989&cmd=BUY&_cartitem0.skurefnum=SKU77170261125&_cartitem1.skurefnum=SKU29861038800&_Shopper.CouponName=CPN90219MUG&_eSellerate.Options=prevalidatecoupon&pt=TCMUG
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/snow-leopard-upgrading?pt=TCMUG&cp=CPN90219MUG
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/snow-leopard-customizing?pt=TCMUG&cp=CPN90219MUG
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What's New

What’s New?
Share Contacts and Events 
with address Book and 
Calendar Server

applications. Most modern database engines are 
supported, as long as they support JDBC.

Contact details can be exported to vCard and LDIF 
format to integrate with a number of clients. A friendly 
web interface allows users to access and modify their 
contact details via the internet. ABCMobile (Address 
Book Client Mobile), a native iPhone client, allows read-
only access to contact details stored on the server. It is 
currently available for free from the iTunes App Store.
Address Book Server
Download
Purchase

Address Book Server has announced its service for 
Address Book and iCal. Share your contacts, events and 
task with other Mac users on your network via Address 
Book and Calendar Server. The contacts on the Address 
Book and Calendar Server are kept up to date, as changes 
are automatically synchronised in real time. No need for 
subscription or monthly fees. With Address Book Server 
you are in control of your contacts.

All you need is a Mac running either Tiger (10.4), 
Leopard (10.5) or Snow Leopard (10.6). You don’t even 
need OS X server, as your server can be installed on OS X, 
as well as Linux and Windows. Refer to the release notes 
for platform-specific issues and details. Both PowerPC 
and Intel-based Macs are supported, so you don’t have 
to throw out your older Macs to share your contacts and 
events.

The contact and event records are stored in a 
relational database on the server. The integration 
potential is endless, as shared contacts can easily 
be accessed from a large number of platforms and 

BabyTrack 1.0 for iPhone and 
iPod touch
Obvious Matter has announced BabyTrack 1.0, an 
iPhone and iPod touch application for keeping track of 
your baby’s growth. BabyTrack is the ultimate app for 
keeping track of your baby’s weight, length and head 
circumference. Using BabyTrack can help you signal early 
signs of weight or growth issues. BabyTracker uses the 
official growth charts developed by the National Center 
for Health Statistics – which are used throughout the 
world.

BabyTrack makes creating growth charts for your 
baby fun and easy. With BabyTrack you can collect data 
for ages 0–36 months.

Feature Highlights:
 • Easily enter weight, length 

and head circumference data 
for chosen dates

 • Show a list of all entered data
 • Plot the entered data in 

official growth charts
 • Separate charts for 

weight, length and head 
circumferences 

 • Enter and show data in metric or US units of measure
 • Uses different colours for boy and girl growth charts

System requirements:
 • iPhone/iPod Touch OS 3.0 or higher

Pricing and availability:
BabyTrack 1.0 for iPhone is only US$2.99 and available 
worldwide exclusively through the iTunes App Store.
BabyTrack 1.0
Purchase and Download

http://www.addressbookserver.com/projects/abs/index.jsp
http://addressbookserver.myzen.co.uk//ABS_26_AUGUST_2009.dmg
http://www.addressbookserver.com/store/index.jsp
http://www.obviousmatter.com/babytrack.html
http://itunes.com/apps/babytrack
http://www.joyoftech.com
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What's New

iCreated 2.0: iPhone art 
Gallery
Renowned Digital Artist and iPhone Developer today 
released iCreated 2.0, turning iPhone and iPod Touch 
screens into mobile art galleries. iCreated has 45 iPhone-
created works of art by international artists and hundreds 
more amateurs at the online art site. The first 18 images 
that appear when the app opens are contributions by 
some of the world’s most talented iPhone artists and 
some of their most memorable art.

Andrew C. Stone, CEO and Chief Computer Scientist 
at Stone Design Corp. has been creating enlightening 
software on the Mac and NeXt platforms since 1984, 
offering many best-selling apps like “Twitterlator Pro”, 
“Gesture” and “iGraffiti” for the iTunes App Store.

Acclaimed digital artist, David Scott Leibowitz, has 
been exhibiting his impressionist style art in galleries 
across the country for over thirty years, using his 
website Leibo.net to promote and exhibit his work 
worldwide. Since the App Store opened in 2008, new 
tools for creating graphics and altering photos have been 
appearing and artists everywhere have been utilising 
what is essentially a new computing platform. Currently, 
there are over 30 iPhone artists’ work showcased in 
iCreated.

“Like the iPod, iPhones are quickly spanning the 
globe, offering a new level of connectivity between 
artists and audiences and making the possibility of image 
sharing as easy and ubiquitous as music sharing.”

The first 18 images that appear when the app opens 
are contributions by some of the world’s most talented 
iPhone Artists and some of their most memorable Art. 
They are: Xoan Baltar (Ourence, Spain), Kevin Barba 

(Chicago,USA), Tony Cece (Virginia, USA), Russ Croop 
(Colorado, USA), Miguel Girard (NYC, USA), Dan Hoffman 
(New Jersey, USA), Steve John (United Kingdom), Julia 
Kay (San Francisco,USA), Emmanuel Martinez (Manila, 
Philippines), Cedric Philippe (Nut), (Saint Claude 
,France), Jose Andres Guijarro Ponce (La legra negra), 
(Cuenca,Spain), Barbara Ripepi (Milan, Italy), Sean 
Sheridan (NYC,USA), Patricio Villarroel (Paris, France), and 
Mike Wallis (Bedford, United Kingdom).

The next nine images are new additions by co-
creator David Scott Leibowitz, and the original 18 iPhone 
artworks from version 1.0.

The iCreated Gallery button reveals a constantly 
evolving online gallery of iPhone Art, uploaded from 
around the world, and selected for their beauty and 
uniqueness. The Gallery provides a space for this 
evolving art medium to flourish, as established and 
aspiring artists use this app as a powerful promotional 
tool. Currently included in the Gallery are artworks by 

gifted international iPhone artists, Mauro Ballabeni, 
(Bologna, Italy),Corliss Blakely, (Vermount, USA), Willie 
Cole, (Connecticut, USA), Matt Connors, (New Jersey, 
USA), Robert Dawson, (California, USA), Rita Flores, 
(New Jersey, USA), Helene Goldberg, (California, USA), 
Fernando Lopez del Hierro, (Madrid, Spain), Yan Min 
Lee, (Taichung, Taiwan), Deborah McMillion, (Arizona, 
USA), Travis Morgan, (Illinois, USA), Susan Murtaugh, 
(Wisconsin, USA), Amy Nelp, (Colorado, USA), Benjamin 
Rabe, (Hamburg, Germany), Mia Robinson, (Washington, 
DC, USA), Matthew Watkins, (Canada and Italy), and 
miguelb2000 (Villa del Carbon, Mexico).

“You’ve heard the phrase, ‘there’s an app for that’,” 
said Mr. Stone, “Well, now there’s an app to showcase 
art created exclusively on the iPhone, transforming this 
already revolutionary device into both an artist’s studio 
and exhibition space.”

Each piece of art in this virtual gallery is linked to 
the apps that were used to create it, giving artists and 
art lovers the tools to create and deliver their own art to 
iCreated. The exhibited work in the gallery is also linked 
to the contributing artist’s website or other personal web 
space, so that iPhone users can communicate with the 
artist and discover more of that artist’s creations.

“Since people first started painting on cave walls,” says 
Mr. Leibowitz, “art has served our basic need to express 
ourselves and share our experience with others. iCreated 
brings that impulse into the 21st century.”

Pricing and Availability:
iCreated is available for just US$0.99. Get it today at the 
iTunes AppStore.
iCreated 2.0
iCreated Art Gallery
Purchase and Download

http://www.stone.com/icreated
http://www.stone.com/iphoneart/
http://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/stat?id=hpmXQDTALL0&offerid=146261&type=3&subid=0&tmpid=1826&RD_PARM1=http%253A%252F%252Fitunes.apple.com%252FWebObjects%252FMZStore.woa%252Fwa%252FviewSoftware%253Fid%253D318776414%2526mt%253D8%2526uo%253D6%2526partner
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iMulch: Genealogy with 
FileMaker Pro 

Ken Driver, AMUG Sydney

Ron Lombardo – a commercial FileMaker Pro developer 
and a former president of the Sydney Apple Users Group 
– recently demonstrated iMulch, his own Genealogy 
application built in FileMaker Pro. 

Rather than trying to depict the traditional family tree 
with ever-increasing branches, Ron’s unique approach 
is to display just three tiers of names in an ‘inverted 
pyramid’ display. Based on the fact that everyone had 
a mother and father, the application uses FileMaker’s 
relational database capabilities to display, for any given 
record, the name of the person in question, their parents, 

and their grandparents on both sides. 
Siblings and children are listed in separate tabbed 

panels (which can also include pictures), and selecting 
another name from one of the lists makes that person the 
focus of the three-tiered display. Simple! 

A Comments area allows for additional categorised 
information relevant to particular records. 

Ron has been developing the concept over some 
years as a hobby and eventually hopes to market the 
application to genealogy enthusiasts. In the meantime, 
while it is still in beta, he is offering it free for anyone to 
try – you need FileMaker Pro v7.0 or later. 

To get your free copy, email Ron at and mention 
which version of FMP you have. 

This item originally appeared in the August 2009 
email newsletter to members of AMUG Sydney. 

Jumsoft’s special discount 
product line: Bargain Corner
Jumsoft has expanded its Web store with a special 
discounted product line appropriately named Bargain 
Corner. The new Bargain Corner launches with more 
than 20 multi-layout iWeb Themes and two packs for 
Keynote Presentations. Keynote Photos, comprising 
300 outstanding high-resolution photos for slide 
backgrounds, and Keynote Stills with 200 versatile 
transparent photo objects.

“Although the impact of the economic downturn 
on demand for our products hasn’t been as drastic 
as in some other fields, we do realise that people 
have less money to spend and sometimes choose to 
hold back on their ventures for a while,” said Algirdas 
Unguvaitis, general manager of Jumsoft. “We would 
really be frustrated to find out that a prospective young 
entrepreneur was forced to cancel their plans only 
because he or she could not afford a website design.”

Bargain Corner launches with more than 20 
multi-layout iWeb Themes and two packs for 
Keynote Presentations: Keynote Photos (comprising 
300 outstanding high-resolution photos for slide 
backgrounds) and Keynote Stills (with 200 versatile 
transparent photo objects). Each product costs a mere 
US$4.99. Moreover, Jumsoft has made plans to expand 
this selection with Pages templates, product packs for 
business, etc. Bargain Corner is available now on the 
Jumsoft website.

Bargain-Corner

mailto:ronlom%40me.com?subject=Free%20copy%20of%20iMulch%20%28AppleUsers%20Spotlight%20Magazine%29
http://www.jumsoft.com/bargain-corner/
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MacScripter gets an update
Dallas-based Mac evangelist MacScripter LLC is pleased 
to announce a major update to their longstanding 
AppleScripting website and social networking 
community for scripting enthusiasts. Created specifically 
for AppleScripters, MacScripter is aimed at providing 
Mac users around the globe a convenient place to learn 
scripting, connect, cultivate relationships and build a 
strong sense of community. MacScripter is celebrating 
ten years of evangelising the AppleScript language.

Since 1999, MacScripter has established itself as 
one of the leading resources for both newbies and 
proficient scripters alike. The website is forum-based, and 
offers many implemented features which are specific 
to AppleScripting. Members will appreciate natively 
colour-rendered code base and keyword tag support. 
MacScripter’s mySQL query-based searching (as well as 
Google search support), makes it a snap for members to 
find the code they’re looking for.

“We wish this to be nothing less than an excellent 
user experience for everyone,” said Ray Barber, CEO and 
founder of MacScripter LLC. “It’s the place to get your 
scripting-related issues properly addressed by a terrific 
group of people who have formed a community which is 
tough to match.”

Among MacScripter’s most unique and valuable 
features is its direct support for the AppleScript Protocol 
Link. In any post, members can click on any embedded 
link and have the AppleScript code effortlessly passed 
into Apple’s Script Editor for them automatically, ready 
to compile. This serves as an excellent learning tool, 
enhances the scripting experience tremendously, and is a 
convenient and easy way to quickly test out new ideas.

Feature Highlights:
 • Register and post questions absolutely free
 • Easily find and sort posts to commonly asked 

questions
 • Directly supports the Applescript Protocol Link
 • Excellent community of great scripters; ready to help
 • ScriptBuilders; a repository of both free and 

shareware scripts
 • unScripted; Excellent library of Tutorials on scripting
 • Automator Actions; a repository of both free and 

shareware actions and workflows
 • AppleScript Sourcebook; both a historical perspective 

on AppleScripting and frequently asked questions
MacScripter is known for its plethora of resources, 

such as ScriptBuilders, Automator Actions, Code 
Exchange, unScripted, the AppleScript Sourcebook, and 
more. It’s easy to find MacScripter too. From the users 
Desktop, they can find the resource by ScriptMenu >> 
URLs >> AppleScript Related Sites.

Pricing and Availability:
MacScripter is completely free and open to all. The 
resource is advertiser-driven and donations are 
graciously accepted.
MacScripter

MicroShell for iPhone 3G/3GS
Marware has announced its thinnest case to date, the 
MicroShell for iPhone 3G/3GS. The MicroShell for iPhone 
3G/3GS provides the ultimate in low-profile protection 
with less than 1mm in thickness. The colour versions 
of the MicroShell have a beautiful metallic look with a 
smooth rubberized finish. The clear version is completely 
unobtrusive and ideal for showcasing the iPhone 3GS.

The MicroShell works as an additional layer of 
protection when used with most fabric-carrying 
solutions, like Marware CEO Premiere. The MicroShell is 
available in six eye-catching colours and a clear version. 
Features:

 • Metallic look with rubberised finish (colour versions 
only)

 • Ultra-thin (less than 1mm)
 • Half shell design provides minimalist approach to rear 

and side protection
 • Includes: hard-shell case, clear screen protector, 

cleaning cloth and Marware’s Lifetime Warranty

Pricing and Availability:
The MicroShell is available black, clear, red, blue, pink, 
white and silver. It retails for US$29.99 and is now 
shipping. 
Marware
MicroShell

http://macscripter.net/
http://www.marware.com
http://www.marware.com/products/iPhone-3G-3GS-Cases/MicroShell-for-iPhone-3G-3GS
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SimplyTweet now 
with iPhone 3GS 
video support
MotionObj has announced SimplyTweet 
2.2, adding support for iPhone 3GS 
video uploading and expanding on its 
conversation viewing functionality. This 
is an update to their full-featured Twitter 
application for iPhone and iPod touch. 
SimplyTweet combines a fast, simple 
user interface and a rich set of features. 
It is the only full-featured iPhone Twitter 
client that includes built-in support for 
push notifications for new mentions and 
direct messages.

It was developed by MotionObj and 
run by independent software developer 
Hwee-Boon Yar. SimplyTweet 2.2 is 
approved by Apple and available on the 
iTunes App Store for both iPod touch and 
iPhone.

Some of the new features added 
in SimplyTweet 2.2 include:

 • Support for uploading video from 
iPhone 3GS

 • An all new Conversation Between Us 
functionality

 • Larger text option

SimplyTweet features:
 • Fast and simple user interface
 • Supports all common Twitter usage 

including viewing of timelines, tweets, 
replies, retweets, direct messaging, 
searching, favourites, blocks

 • Push notifications for new mentions 
and direct messages

 • Customised timelines with saved 
views (groups)

 • Conversation view
 • Themes
 • Import accounts from HootSuite
 • Multiple accounts support, with quick 

switch support
 • Landscape drafting
 • Landscape built-in browser
 • Text and URL shrinking
 • Notes for accounts
 • Photo search
 • Updating of user profile including 

profile picture
 • Picture posting to sites such as TwitPic 

and Posterous

Requirements:
 • iPhone or iPod touch with OS 3.0 or 

newer

Pricing and Availability:
SimplyTweet 2.2 is US$4.99 exclusively 
through Apple iTunes App Store.
SimplyTweet 2.2
Download and Purchase

Introducing our BRAND NEW online store for all your Apple 
needs, shipped directly to you from our warehouse!

www.store.widebaytechnology.com.au

Looking for a better Apple Mac deal online?

So come on over and check out our already discounted prices!
Plus, as a special only available to the readers of The AppleUsers Spotlight we 
are offering (until the end of August) FREE shipping Australia Wide on any 
Apple Mac System purchased.

DISCOUNT COUPON:
Good for FREE SHIPPING 
on all Mac Systems

COUPON CODE:

WBT38942
(Valid until August 31st)

Feel free to Email us if you have any questions:
shop@widebaytechnology.com.au

http://simplytweet.com
http://itunes.com/apps/simplytweet
http://www.widebaytechnology.com
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Spotlight recipe: apple Slice
by Pam Doughty

NOTE: Cup measurements are sufficiently accurate for this 
recipe. It is recognised that professional cooks measure 
ingredients by weight as it is a much more accurate way 
to measure dry ingredients.

Method
Set oven at 190 degrees Celcius.

Cream butter and sugar.

Add egg.

Sift flours and fold into mixture.

Add a little milk if necessary to make a firm dough.

Divide mixture into two.

Flatten out into two rectangles to fit a greased cake tin.

NOTE: Lining the tin with paper may make it easier to lift 
out the slice after baking. 

With pastry in the tin spread over the stewed apple.

Top with the other half of the pastry.

Score the top sheet of pastry into desired slice sizes .

Brush lightly with milk. Sprinkle with sugar and 
cinnamon.

Bake for 25 minutes. Allow to stand in tin until cold.

Cut and serve either cold or warmed with ice-cream or 
cream. 

Ingredients
Biscuit Pastry

1 cup Plain Flour

1 cup Self Raising Flour

1/2 cup (125g) Butter

1/2 cup Caster Sugar

1 teaspoon mixed spice

A little milk

Extra sugar and cinnamon

1 Egg beaten

Stewed Apple Filling

4-6 apples cooked with as little water as possible and 
cooled.

  

AMUG Sydney
PO Box 304 Mortdale 2223
Ph 9387 2069 • Fax 9387 3227
Email: sydamug@me.com

homepage.mac.com/sydamug/

 …then come along to our 

Saturday Workshop 
Held monthly at the University of NSW, 
Kensington, Webster Building, in the 
computer lab, Level 1. 10am-2pm. 
One person per computer – use the 
installed Macs or bring your own Apple 
notebook. See web site for dates.  
Email us for Bookings. 

http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug
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Top Ten apple T-Shirts
Doug McLean <doug_mclean@tidbits.com>

In his 1990 book, ‘The Macintosh Way’, Guy Kawasaki draws a flowchart depicting 
Apple’s process of creating great products. The first step in the order of operations? ‘Order 
t-shirt’.

And so, as long as Apple has been around, there has been Apple apparel to clothe 
its fans. By way of example, look no further than Gordon Thygeson’s ‘Apple T-Shirts: A 
Yearbook of History at Apple Computer’ (US$40). The book is full of over 1,000 photos of 
memorable and rare Apple t-shirts from over the years. And by no means are the days of 
great Apple tees gone. There are still great Apple shirts out there today! Here’s a top ten 
list of my favorite Apple t-shirts you can still add to your wardrobe.
http://redlightrunner.com/ap.html

1984 Mac Ad Homage
If you’re of a certain age, you might 
remember watching the iconic 1984 
Super Bowl ad for the first Macintosh in 
real time. For the rest of us, there’s always 
YouTube. This shirt, from FastMac, is a 
subtle homage to that advertisement. To 
those in the know, the boldly coloured 
Anya Major silhouette is a nod to the 
Mac’s emergence and an intriguingly 
ambiguous image to those who aren’t. 
(US$9.99). More information on wikipedia
 [BUY]

The Spinner
Imagine, every time you put on this shirt 
displaying the famous Apple spinning 
gear, it’s like you’re powering up! The 
simple abstract design from Bird Doctor 
will be instantly recognised by Mac 
users. But should you want to hide your 
geek credentials, this symbol will go 
undetected by those out of the (Infinite) 
loop. (US$22.00)
 [BUY]

http://redlightrunner.com/ap.html
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0673461750/?tag=tidbitselectro00
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYecfV3ubP8
http://store.fastmac.com/product_info.php?products_id=421
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1984_%28television_commercial%29
http://store.fastmac.com/product_info.php?products_id=421
http://shop.cafepress.com/design/7718429
http://shop.cafepress.com/design/7718429
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da Vinci iPhone, Exploded
Leonardo da Vinci painted the Mona Lisa, 
designed an ornithopter flying machine 
and, according to this shirt, created the 
iPhone. Well, actually, the artist is Kevin 
Tong, but let’s pretend. At Dion Briggs’s 
site you can also find an exploded Mac 
shirt as well. Ir’s designed by Gary Booth. 
(US$20.00).

 [BUY]

I’m a PC, Dying a Slow Blue 
Death
Take the Mac versus PC debate into your 
own hands in a subversive sorta way with 
this shirt from Indie Tech. (US$7.50)

 [BUY]

Keyboard Skull
This shirt, designed by Rubyred and 
available at RedBubble, features a skull 
assembled from Apple keyboard keys. 
Yet, it’s only after close inspection 
that the Command key indicates the 
keyboard’s allegiance. How should one 
interpret the design’s meaning? It’s your 
call, but at the very least it’s a good 
conversation starter. (US$26.13)
 [BUY]

Apple Retro Rainbow
What is there to say? This classic 
throwback design can even be printed 
on a faded yellow shirt to nail that early 
1980s look. (US$11.99)

 [BUY]

da Vinci iPhone, Exploded

I’m a PC, Dying a Slow Blue Death

Apple Retro Rainbow Keyboard Skull

http://www.isteamphone.com/
http://www.isteamphone.com/
http://www.bluecollardistro.com/indietech/product_info.php?products_id=1720
http://www.bluecollardistro.com/indietech/product_info.php?products_id=1720
http://www.redbubble.com/people/rubyred/t-shirts/3125274-3-key-skull
http://www.redbubble.com/people/rubyred/t-shirts/3125274-3-key-skull
http://www.tshirtbooth.com/Geek_Science/APPLE_RAINBOW_T_SHIRT
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The Apple Timeline
A brief history of Apple from Insanely 
Great Tees: educate those 
around you, or simply remind 
yourself. (US$19.00)
 [BUY]

Crazy Light-Up Apple Logo 
Shirt
Winning the award for wackiest concept, 
this shirt’s Apple logo responds to audio 
input by lighting up. Sure, you have to 
wear a battery pack, but the guaranteed 
attention it garners will be worth it. 
Unfortunately, likely for legal reasons, the 
shirt is no longer available at its original 
online store. Luckily, you can still nab one 
on eBay. (Buy It Now price: US$31.99)
 [Gearfuse.com]

The Bomb
Experiencing an unrecoverable system 
error? Put on your Bomb shirt from 
Insanely Great Tees and keep your chin 
up. Mac OS X’s spinning pizza of death 
has nothing on the original bomb symbol 
designed by Susan Kare. (US$19.00)

 [BUY]

T-Shirt App
It seems like there’s an app for 
everything, including getting dressed. 
Beware, though, since you might get a 
few unwanted icon taps on this shirt from 
Zazzle. (US$33.75)
 [BUY]

Have I missed your favorite t-shirt?
While all lists must come to a close, there 
are certainly many more Apple t-shirts 
out there, hiding in dresser drawers 
around the world. If you’ve come across 
any cool Apple-related shirts that weren’t 
touched on here, I’d love to hear about 
them. Happy shirt hunting!

The Apple Timeline

Crazy Light-Up Apple Logo Shirt

http://www.insanelygreattees.com/shirt/timeline#
http://www.insanelygreattees.com/shirt/timeline#
http://www.insanelygreattees.com/shirt/timeline#
http://shop.ebay.com/?_from=R40&_trksid=m38&_nkw=apple+el+t-shirt
http://www.gearfuse.com/retro-apple-t-shirt/
http://www.insanelygreattees.com/shirt/thebomb
http://www.insanelygreattees.com/shirt/thebomb
http://www.zazzle.com/iphone_t_shirt_app-235485556282764733
http://www.zazzle.com/iphone_t_shirt_app-235485556282764733
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In order to write “Take Control of Exploring & Customizing 
Snow Leopard”, I’ve had to live fairly intimately with Snow 
Leopard, and naturally I’m brimming with impressions of 
what’s new, what’s not, and what it all means.

 Snow Leopard’s name, and its low upgrade price 
(predicted with startling accuracy by TidBITS Swami-
in-Chief Adam Engst in “Why Snow Leopard Should Be 
(Almost) Free,”), suggest that its primary purpose is to 
enhance Leopard with bug fixes and tweaks. What you 
should expect, then, isn’t a startling, “whizzy” release, 
but a better Leopard. On the whole, a better Leopard is 
exactly what you get. Take Control Editor-in-Chief Tonya 
Engst aptly commented that Snow Leopard felt “familiar 
but faster.” 

For me, one reason why Snow Leopard feels so 
familiar is that my pet peeves were not addressed. (See 
“Six Things I Hate About Leopard”). and modified by 
“Leopard 10.5.2: TidBITS Complains, Apple Listens, Sort 
Of”) Translucent menus, the floating online Help window, 
the shiny Dock, the annoying Stacks behaviour, the tiny 
Finder sidebar type size, the indistinguishable dull grey 
special-folder icons – they’re all still with us.

 So Apple appears to do what Adam suggests but not 
what I suggest! (What is his secret, I wonder?) Let’s look at 
what has changed in Snow Leopard.

A Lot of the Good Is Under the Hood
Snow Leopard feels speedier than Leopard, and some 
things (such as Spotlight searches) feel a lot faster. It’s 
hard to know exactly why (and of course some of it could 
be due to my running a very clean system). Macworld 
Lab has been gauging Snow Leopard speed boosts with 
16 speed tests of real-world tasks. They found speed 
improvements with half the tests, but little change with 
the other half.

 To most users the technical reasons behind any 
speed increases won’t matter. The term “64-bit” has been 
bandied about, but I’m skeptical of assigning too much 
credit to applications running in 64-bit mode. Bitness is 
really a developer-level feature; along with Grand Central 
Dispatch and OpenCL, it will probably matter more on 
future machines and in future software.

 (Grand Central Dispatch makes it easier to write 
applications that take deliberate advantage of multi-core 
CPUs. OpenCL helps developers harness the processing 
power of modern graphics chips.)

 The Finder has at long last been rewritten in Cocoa, 
and is a 64-bit application, but on the whole this won’t 
register with users beyond possible performance 
improvements. It still looks and behaves as it did in 
Leopard. (I was hoping Apple might incorporate some of 
the enhancements demonstrated by Path Finder – see 

“Path Finder 5 Beats the Finder’s Pants Off”).

Snow News Is Good News
Another thing you won’t see, by and large, is older 
applications not working. Backward compatibility is 
always a worry, but in general the news here is good.

 Of course there will be exceptions, and one can’t 
prove a negative; but during the writing of my book 
I used a lot of applications and preference panes that 
predate Snow Leopard, and they all ran just fine. In fact, 
I’ve deliberately tested Snow Leopard against some of 
the oldest, most worrisome software I use (including a 
system extension for my Tascam USB sound device), and 
it all works as it did in Leopard. You may be able to find 
Snow Leopard compatibility information about your 
third-party applications on Macworld’s Snow Leopard 
Compatibility page.

 If there’s going to be trouble, it’s more likely to 
strike from within Apple’s own repertory of upgraded 
applications. Apple had a kind of user mandate for Snow 
Leopard to fix bugs and make the interface clearer and 
cleaner, and where it has stuck to that strategy the results 
have generally been good. It is when Apple has varied 
from its mandate that the results feel premature and ill-
advised.

 My chief example is Preview, which has several new 

What’s New in Snow Leopard
by Matt Neuburg <matt@tidbits.com> 

http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/snow-leopard-customizing?pt=TB993
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/snow-leopard-customizing?pt=TB993
http://db.tidbits.com/article/10228
http://db.tidbits.com/article/10228
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9265
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9456
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9456
http://www.macworld.com/article/142425/2009/08/snow_leopard_performance.html
http://db.tidbits.com/article/10380
http://wiki.macworld.com/index.php/Snow_Leopard_Compatibility
http://wiki.macworld.com/index.php/Snow_Leopard_Compatibility
mailto:matt@tidbits.com
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bugs that we noticed particularly because it’s the primary 
medium for Take Control readers. We’ll cover these 
elsewhere, but basically Apple tried to play some cute 
games under the hood with “intelligent” URL recognition 
and “intelligent” copying, only it wasn’t so intelligent after 
all. Oh, and Preview now shows a PDF’s table of contents 
in the sidebar at a type size that is tiny; perhaps Apple 
needs some older interface designers without such good 
vision.

 Of course, it’s entirely likely that you’ll run into some 
older piece of software that doesn’t work properly in 
Snow Leopard, but developers are pushing out new 
releases as quickly as they can (they had no more 
advance notice of Snow Leopard’s early release date than 
the rest of us). So, if something doesn’t work, check for an 
update.

We Three Things
The changes you will see can be placed in two categories: 
a few large architectural changes, and a whole bunch of 
tiny tweaks. Let’s start with the former. There are three.

 First, the new QuickTime Player, although acquiring 
some useful new capabilities such as recording screen 
activity, saves only in a few fixed formats and – aside from 
rudimentary trimming – can’t edit movies at all. (And 
the interface for playing movies, without the traditional 
“controller” below the movie frame, is atrocious.) 
QuickTime Pro still exists, and its subscribers can keep 
using the older version of QuickTime Player, which is an 
optional install. So now there’s a split three ways: the new 
QuickTime Player, the old QuickTime Player, and the old 
QuickTime Player with QuickTime Pro. This is not what 
I was hoping for; I’d heard a rumor that QuickTime Pro 
would be abandoned, so I thought we’d finally all be on 
one level playing field.

 The second large architectural change is in the 
handling of services. Services let one application supply 
its powers to another; for example, a Grab service helps 
TextEdit paste a screenshot into a document. Most users 
either don’t know that Services exist, because they’re 
in an obscure hierarchical menu (ApplicationName > 
Services), or they mostly don’t use them because there 
are so many of them, some with keyboard shortcuts 
(possibly conflicting, usually forgettable).

 In Snow Leopard, there won’t be so many Services 
menu items at once, because only services appropriate 
to the current context will appear. And in addition to 
the hierarchical menu, services will be discoverable 
as custom contextual menu items – Control-click in 
a TextEdit document to access the Grab service, for 
instance.

 The downside of Services appearing as contextual 
menu items is that the existing form of custom 
contextual menu plug-in – such as Nudge or Symbolic 
Linker, or anything else that lived in your ~/Library/
Contextual Menu Items folder – won’t work in Snow 
Leopard.

 In addition, the revamped Keyboard preference 
pane lets you manage services for the first time ever. 
You can enable and disable them, and even change their 
keyboard shortcuts. Previously, this required tricks from 
an independent utility, like Service Scrubber (see “Service 
Scrubber Cleans Services Menu”). Unfortunately, Apple’s 
interface doesn’t tell you which application supplies 
each service, as Service Scrubber does, so you might find 
yourself wondering what certain services actually do.

 Third and finally, there’s Expose, which is brilliantly 
redone. Windows are more neatly arranged, and labelled 
(though not, alas, with the owning application’s name). 
Minimized windows are shown, and windows in other 

spaces in Application Windows mode.
 There are new, easier ways to enter Application 

Windows mode – click and hold on a Dock icon, for 
example (though this may confuse users initially). With 
these and many other improvements I detail in my book, 
Expose actually helps you find a desired window. The 
proof: previously I never used it, but in Snow Leopard I 
use it all the time.

All Features Great and Small
In listing some of my favourite smaller Snow Leopard 
changes, let me remind you: sometimes small is the new 
big. A tiny tweak that takes only a few words to say can 
make in practice all the difference between frustration 
and happiness.
•	  Snow Leopard’s text engine now implements 

things like smart quotes, smart copy-and-paste, and 
data detectors, along with user-configurable text 
substitutions – like a built-in version of Typinator, 
TextExpander, or TypeIt4Me (see “You Type, It 
Typinates”)  – and spelling is corrected as you type. 
These are available system-wide, but an existing 
application might need recompiling to access 
them. (The independent typing utilities, which 
work in all applications and have additional features 
and built-in word lists, will thus remain useful, 
especially if users want to go beyond Snow Leopard’s 
capabilities.)

•	 Similar to the Command-Tab application switcher, 
there’s now a keyboard layout switcher. For those 
of us who switch keyboard layouts (like me, when 
I’m alternating between typing English and Ancient 
Greek), this is way better than the Input menu.

•	  The date can be shown in the menu bar.
•	  In Time Machine, the previously obscure Action 

http://www.brockerhoff.net/nudge/
http://seiryu.home.comcast.net/~seiryu/symboliclinker.html
http://seiryu.home.comcast.net/~seiryu/symboliclinker.html
http://www.manytricks.com/servicescrubber/
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9643
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9643
http://www.macility.com/products/typinator/
http://www.smileonmymac.com/TextExpander/
http://ettoresoftware.com/EttoreSoftware/About_TypeIt4Me.html
http://db.tidbits.com/article/8151
http://db.tidbits.com/article/8151
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TidBITS

menu commands for pruning backups (I wrote 
about them in “Prune Your Time Machine Backups 
Selectively”) now appear as contextual menus.

•	  In the Finder’s Icon view, the icons can page through 
a multi-page PDF or play a sound or movie file, 
without opening a Quick Look or preview pane.

•	  The Finder Spotlight search window is configurable; 
your choice of view and customisations of that 
view (such as what columns appear in List view) are 
remembered the next time you search.

•	  Open and Save dialogs in List view are configurable: 
you can add and rearrange columns – and sort them, 
of course. (To me, this is huge.)

 There are lots more tiny changes, many of which 
I mention in the book, and others of which we’re 
discovering as we go (see “More Hidden Refinements in 
Snow Leopard”). From rewritten checkbox text to cool 
new preference tweaks, it all goes to make Snow Leopard 
a more pleasant experience.

Conclusions
A couple of days ago, TidBITS Managing Editor Jeff 
Carlson mentioned in passing that he had already 
installed Snow Leopard as the working system on his 
primary computer (a somewhat aged MacBook Pro). 
It wasn’t even officially out yet, and Jeff was living in a 
Snow Leopard world. It’s a measure of Snow Leopard’s 
solid, reliable feel that I wasn’t surprised at all.

 The litmus test for Snow Leopard, indeed, is whether 
you’ll install it and make it your primary system. In my 
case, the answer is clear: Snow Leopard really is a better 
Leopard, and that’s just what I wanted. And I don’t think 
Jeff and I are the only ones. I confidently predict that 
there’s going to be a whole lot of upgrading going on.

BMUG manuals for Mac enthusiasts
Bellarine Mac User Group offers easy-to-read 
manuals focussed on real-world topics 
to help YOU become a real power user...

Unlike other bulky computer books, our coil-bound colour manuals, 
illustrated with helpful screenshots, are designed to sit beside you on 
the desk as you work through and master essential fields of Mac 
knowhow. Learn more about Safari; iMovie HD; Photoshop...

Click on this advert to go to the BMUG website. There you’ll see all 
the available titles, and you can make your choice and purchase them 
by PayPal. We will mail any 3 titles to Australian addresses for $AU20, 
or mail any 2 to an overseas address for $AU20.

http://db.tidbits.com/article/9597
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9597
http://db.tidbits.com/article/10507
http://db.tidbits.com/article/10507
http://www.squizcards.com
http://www.bellarinemac.org.au
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iiQuota is a surprisingly simple and elegant app that monitors mobile and 
broadband usage. It uses two bars to represent peak and off peak usage of your 
internet broadband data and a third bar to show how many days you’re in your 
current billing period. 

Similarly for mobile plans, the app shows you how much credit you have left for 
the month and will work for both postpay and prepaid plans This is extremely handy 
if you’re worried about blowing your cap limits.

The app also allows you to setup and monitor up to 30 accounts and you can 
view usage in either a single account view or a summary view which displays in a 
list-like format with just the essential information. Navigating between accounts in 
the single view can be a little flakey using the swipe action but it’s not really a deal 
breaker.

iiQuota currently supports major Australian mobile and broadband providers. I 
would have liked more providers to be supported, but for what iiQuota is offering, 
there is no other app that comes close. 

iiQuota $3.991

by Alvin Ng, designed by Christine Soriano
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The Oz Weather app is a full featured weather forecast app that provides updates 
from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology. 

You can look up detail weather forecasts of capital cities for up to 7 days and 
information like humidity, wind, rainfall and temperature are updated periodically every 
10 minutes. The app also shows up to 50 radar images around mainland Australia and a 
‘locate me’ function positions your location on the radar images.

Besides capital cities, more than 250 Australian towns are available in this app and 
you can create a list of your favourite spots for quick viewing.

TomTom, a name synonymous with portable navigation systems, launched their 
iPhone app for Australia in August 2009. The interface has a similar look and feel 
to regular TomTom navigation systems and, unlike the Navigon app and Sygic app, 
TomTom uses their own maps.

The app was able to get a GPS signal lock fairly quickly and route destinations 
can be chosen from either a contact’s address or by using the search function. 
There are options available to avoid road tolls and ferry crossings during route 
calculations and features includes 3D and 2D maps, POIs and night view.

The app also includes voice turn by turn navigation and you’ll still be able to 
answer calls and listen to music even when the app is running. 

Tom Tom Australia Oz Weather$99.00 $1.992 3
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Aussie Rules LIVE is a must-have app for any footy fan. The app includes live 
commentary text, match detail updates and a whole myriad of information like 
ladder information, top goal kickers and even previous scores. 

Even more impressively, you could compare team results and ladder positions 
from past seasons.To get score updates, just shake your iPhone and the scores of 
matches will be refreshed to the latest ones.

Post and pre match news about your favourite team are loaded via the Herald 
Sun and you can set up your favourite team in the app for quick access, all just one 
touch away if you need information for bets or weekly tips.

The app also provides you with the fixture dates and time and location of your 
favourite team. But unfortunately, there is no function to add fixtures into your 
iPhone calendar app. 

Showtime is a free app on the iPhone store that shows movie listings. The app 
uses your location to display cinemas and lists their movie schedules. The interface 
is straight forward and the app shows the artwork, trailers and a simple description 
of the movie via IMDB.com or Rotten Tomatoes. 

Trailers are surprisingly fast to load and the quality is very good on a 3G 
connection. Even though the app wasn’t developed in Australia, it worked very well 
listing all of the cinemas within a radius of 25 kilometres.

The only downside to the app is that I wasn’t able to purchase tickets within it. 
Besides that, it’s definitely a useful piece of software. 

ShowTimes FREEAussie Rules LIVE $1.194 5
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Ever been lying on the couch, unaware what’s showing on TV and too lazy to go 
online to check the guide? IceTV – TV Guide app – might just be the app you need.

Users of the IceTV OS X widget will be familiar with this app. It displays an up 
to date TV guide with description of each program. Other useful (and free) features 
include seeing what is popular with other IceTV users and flagging favourite 
television shows to create your own personalised TV guide.

Coupled with a $99/year IceTV subscription, you could use this app with an 
IceTV compatible PVR and remotely record programs for viewing at a later date.

Every night, on your way home from work, you want to avoid the traffic 
congestion. Traffic Australia uses the SUNA Traffic Channel and provides you the 
traffic data of the main roads near your location and any other location you search 
on the map.

The data can be displayed in a list showing the main incidents or, if you prefer, 
switch to the map view and little icons will mark out locations on the maps where 
the traffic incidents are happening. 

Each incident item contains information like street name, description of the 
incident, traffic conditions, time of incident and how far away it is from your location. 

I personally preferred the list view because the map view lags a little when I was 
trying to pan around and the icons appeared a little pixelated. But all in all, it’s really 
useful for traffic monitoring.

Your days of peeing in a dark alley after a night out  are over with Toilet Mate. 
Developed by the same group behind the apps for Metlink Melbourne, Metro 
Sydney, Metro, Brisbane and Metro Perth, Toilet Mate is a very simplistic app that 
lists all the available public toilets around your location with in a 5km radius.

Even though Toilet Mate lacks a couple of key features, it still performed 
remarkably well over other free toilet finding apps in Australia. In one instance, I 
used Toilet Finder, a free app on the App store, and only found one public toilet 
when I was right in the centre of Melbourne city. Toilet Mate found me eight.

The app lists all the public toilets in your vicinity, listing the distance from your 
location. What really bothered me was that the descriptions of the toilets were a bit 
of a hit and miss. Most of the time it shows you the street name the public toilets 
are on and, if you are lucky, the building they are in. 

There is no map in this app to actually pinpoint where the toilets are or to give 
you directions to them. 

Despite the lack of key features in this app, I still highly recommend this 
because, when you need to go and have no idea where to find a public toilet, any 
help you can get is good help.

IceTV - TV Guide FREE6
If you are fickle like my partner when it comes to deciding where we should go 

for meals, you could tempt fate by using UrbanSpoon to settle on destination.
Using a unique slot machine-like interface, all you do is to shake the iPhone and 

the app will pick a restaurant for you. Not happy with the choice? Shake again and 
another restaurant will be picked. 

The app uses your location to find the nearest restaurants closest to your 
position. You can filter how the app returns its results by suburb, type of cuisine and 
price and even look at recommendations of restaurants by friends or reviews online 
in the app browser. 

UrbanSpoon FREE7

Traffic Australia $3.998 Toilet Mate $1.199
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Unless you’ll been living under a rock for the past years, Twitter has taken 
the internet world by storm. Among the gazillion Twitter apps on the App store, 
Tweetdeck stands out with some pretty neat features.

The app displays public timeline tweets, mentions, direct messages in columns 
and you can create groups of Twitter contacts into a column for easy viewing. This 
is useful if you want to focus-follow your contacts.

Tweetdeck on the iPhone looks exactly like the desktop version of the app and 
syncing is automatic on different platforms of the app. Settings, columns, contacts 
and tweets are all imported between your iPhone and desktop as long as you sign 
up and login to your Tweetdeck account.

Tweetdeck FREE10
When did you realise you wanted to be 
a designer?

Christine Soriano: Growing up I have 
always been passionate about drawing, 
illustration and art. However, I recently 
discovered my keen interest in design 
and visual communication. I was 
facinated with how visual designs could 
strongly communicate a message to a 
viewer and how something as simple as 
colour and fonts could trigger a certain 
emotional response.

What inspired your design for this 
issue's cover and feature article?

Christine Soriano: Simplicity. Having 
the article centred around the iPhone 
and iPhone apps, there was a strong 
influence in my design to adopt some of 
the key design characteristics explored 
my Apple. Apple make strong use 
of simple and clear design, with tidy 
interfaces and minimalist yet informative 
design features. 

What is your favourite thing to design?

Christine Soriano: At the moment, I just 
want to give everything a go as a way to 
explore and to develop my design and 

creative skills with various mediums, 
tools and creative briefs. I thoroughly 
enjoy designing work where I can make 
use of strong, bold and vibrant colours 
and finding solutions to briefs in creative 
and constructive ways. 

When you're not designing, what would 
you be doing?

Christine Soriano: I am either finding 
ways to improve my own skills or I am 
seeking inspiration from others. There 
are many great artists, designers and 
musicians out there and there is so much 
to be learnt from the work of others., 
from engaging in tutorials, reading, 
practicing and exploring different 
techniques, there is always something 
new to learn and discover.

If Apple asked you to design a product, 
what would it be?

Christine Soriano: Carry cases for their 
products. For each Apple product I buy 
I have to source for a pouch, a bag or 
a sleeve to carry them in. It would be 
fantastic and not to mention, complete 
the Apple experience, if I could have a 
something to carry my Apple items in.

Interview with the Designer
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Q uestion: If I asked you to list every gaming platform 
you can think of, would you include Mac? I’d 
guess your answer is no. And this is with good 

reason. Until recently, Macs weren’t a capable gaming 
platform like the PC. But this doesn’t mean that no games 
came out for our beloved beige-turned-white-turned-
aluminium boxes. 

Indeed, some Mac originals have evolved into some 
of the biggest current games and some went on to be 
the highest-selling games of their time. So let’s take a 
look back at the gaming history of our beloved platform 
and find the top 10 games made for Mac.

 – Ben Barone-Nugent

 10  Squirrel Kombat 
Monkey Farm Software, 2000
Website

This one’s pretty much as the title suggests. In the 
tradition of arcade classics like Mortal Kombat, you pick 
squirrels with different abilities and fight each other. And 
yes, it is as awesome as it sounds. In terms of graphics, 
it’s highly stylised. Your characters are like paper cut-
outs in a storybook world. I don’t think many games for 
Mac were released without visual design in mind. After 
all, for many years most Mac users worked in design or 
design-related industries. Also, like many arcade-style 
Mac games, Squirrel Kombat reduced the genre (arcade 
fighting) to its core elements. This made it easy to master 
and immediately fun to play.

 TOP 10 
 Best Mac Games. Ever.

http://www.macgamefiles.com/detail.php?item=10301
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 9  Power Pete (renamed Mighty Mike)
Pangea Software, 1995
Website

 8  Bugdom 
Pangea, 1998
Website

Heard of Cromag Rally? Well, of course you have. It’s 
an iPhone classic! Power Pete was made by the same 
company, Pangea Software. You know what else? I really 
miss this game (it requires OS 9). The game play was 
simple: your buff, green-clad protagonist roams around 
his toy store – where all the toys have come to life – 
shooting an array of toys-turned-enemies to save his 
favourite plush rabbits. It was a fairly basic third-person 
shooter and it was more fun than you can imagine. Alas, 
it won’t run on Intel Macs.

 7  Deadlock: Planetary Conquest 
Acclaim, 1996
Website

This turn-based real-time strategy game resulted in me 
not talking to a friend for three years. We played for 22 
hours straight and I lost every single game. These weren’t 
the pious, strategic defeats of chess or risk but rage-
inducing defeats that came with aliens raining nukes 
down on your head. And the worst part was you could 
see it coming in turn-based slow motion. But it was so 
much fun.

Deadlock wasn’t Mac-exclusive but there was only 
one other decent RTS for the mac – Warcraft II. As such, 
any Mac user who liked the genre didn’t have much 
choice. This was OK as Deadlock was one of those great, 
well-made games. Good graphics, strategically detailed 
and you could play eight races (a lot, even by modern RTS 
standards). While PC users were playing the cheesy and 
strategically deficient Command And Conquer, Mac users 
felt slightly more clever playing Deadlock.

This bad boy was also made by Pangea Software. Why 
does it outrank Power Pete? Basically, it delivered the 
same units of fun with wicked-sick graphics and a 
soundtrack that I haven’t been able to get out of my 
head for more than ten years. Many of you have probably 
played it. It came bundled with every iMac DV 2000 to 
show off the graphics capabilities of new Macs. And for 
the time, the graphics were awesome. Playing the game 
was like a really intense dream. As the name suggests, 
you play bug and you run through a beautifully rendered 
garden. It provides and interesting comparison with 
Super Mario 64 and Super Mario Galaxy. Also like Power 
Pete, it doesn’t run on Intel Macs. Sorry, guys.

http://www.pangeasoft.net/mightymike/index.html
http://www.pangeasoft.net/bug/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deadlock:_Planetary_Conquest 
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 6  Apeiron 
Abrosia, 1995
Website

Ambrosia, the company behind Apeiron, is a stalwart of 
the Mac gaming industry. Their origins date back to the 
early 90s and they are reputed with bringing shareware 
to Mac games. In their strong stable of games, however, 
Apeiron is a standout. It is a remake of Centipede. But it 
is not simply a modernisation but a complete re-think of 
the game. Imagine CS Lewis taking some psychedelics, 
learning C++ and remaking Centipede – and you’ll start 
to get the idea. As with all Ambrosia games, it looks 
and plays beautifully and there is a working version for 
Intel Macs. In many ways, Apeiron was ahead of its time. 
Much like many contemporary games, it didn’t attempt 
to redesign the game itself but used it as a canvas for 
interesting aesthetic ideas. By way of example, I urge you 
to play the game.

 5  Bubble Trouble 
Ambrosia, 1996
Website

Bubble Trouble was also made by Ambrosia. Like Apeiron, 
it looked and played great. But while Apeiron was 
addictive, Bubble Trouble was hyper addictive. Put it this 
way: in terms of addictiveness Apeiron is a pilot whale; 
Bubble Trouble, on the other hand, is two blue whales 
and a tyrannosaurus strapped together. No kidding! A 
friend of my parents, who bought this game, missed out 
on a promotion because he was too absorbed in this 
game. And the game wasn’t even that diverse. All you did 
was push rocks around to kill enemies and burst bubbles 
containing bonuses. To this day I still can’t explain its 
crack-like effects. And I’ll warn you now: even though it 
is still available and works on Intel Macs, it is not safe for 
work. Do not download it (read: download it now).

 4  Marathon 
Bungie, 1994
Website

Anyone heard of this little game franchise called Halo? In 
case you’ve been living in a cave for the past eight years, 
Halo is made by Bungie and is said to be one of the most 
important gaming franchises around (Halo games sold 
over 27 million copies.) And it all began with Bungie’s first 
game: a Mac-exclusive FPS called Marathon.

Marathon was Mac’s equivalent to the PC gore-
fest Doom but critics argue that Marathon was far 
more important to gaming than Doom. Not only did it 
introduce some major tenets of current FPS games – 
detailed multiplayer, semi-non-linear play – but it made 
gamers take the Mac a little more seriously (although 
the Mac gaming industry failed to support this boost). 
In retrospect, it’s quite a spiritual game; kind of like the 
Old Testament for modern gamers. If you played it, you 
witnessed something important; if you didn’t, the closest 
you can get is Halo (which is available for Mac).

http://www.ambrosiasw.com/games/apeiron/ 
http://www.ambrosiasw.com/games/bt/
http://marathon.bungie.org/
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 3  The Path 
Tale of Tales, 2009
Website

 2  Bolo 
(now out of development, 1987)
Website

 1  Myst
1993

Website

This relatively new game is not a Mac-exclusive but it 
ranks well for two reasons: it has continued the tradition 
of independent game design on the Mac platform and it 
opened our eyes to narrative power video games have.

In The Path, you select a Little Red Riding Hood-esque 
character to explore a small wood on the way to your 
grandma’s house where you encounter items (ie. an old 
TV) and locations (ie. a dilapidated playground) which 
stir memories. The aim is to collect these experiences. 
The game doesn’t have any narrative per se. All it does is 
give you a bunch of ambiguous cues that one assumes 
are narrative-related. Coupled with dark (and quite 
magnificent) graphics and chilling music, this gives rise 
to a deeply haunting experience that I will not soon 
forget. It costs only US$9.99 and I can’t recommend any 
contemporary game more highly.

This was a game with it all: network play, map editor and 
tanks! You drive said tank around an island with the aim 
of capturing hostile pillboxes and bases. Meanwhile, 
multiple enemies are trying to do the same thing. It was 
straightforward but highly addictive and super strategic. 
That being said, though, it had that perfect balance 
between simplicity and complexity where you could play 
it casually or hardcore.

Visually it was basic: top-down view, grid-based 
movement. But that didn’t matter because it had such 
great game play. In fact, Bolo is purportedly the first 
real-time strategy game to have online play with a good 
following. It was played for years and multiple versions 
were made right up to an OS X version in 2004 (now out 
of development). In terms of RTS games, this is a definite 
classic. Alas, this one is for the ages and doesn’t work on 
current Macs.

Up until The Sims, this was the best-selling computer 
game of all time. You know what else? It was made in 
Hypercard in Mac OS. Since its release in 1993, it has been 
ported to countless platforms (Nintendo DS, PSP, iPhone, 
SEGA Saturn), spurred countless imitations (Labyrinth of 
Time, Dear Esther) and had a string of sequels. But for a 
while, it was all ours. 

The game play was simple but immersing. You play 
the role of The Stranger who explores a set of linked 
worlds with the aid of a book. Along the way, you 
must solve puzzles to progress and learn about your 
environment. It was the first game to really involve me in 
the story and proved to conservatives that games could 
deliver a narrative experience similar to that of books. 
Myst lives on in the minds of nearly every gamer – PC, 
Mac or console – and thus deserves the mantle of the 
Best Mac Game Ever. It’s now available on iPhone.

 Best Mac Game. Ever. 

http://tale-of-tales.com/ThePath/
http://www.lgm.com/bolo/
http://www.cyanworlds.com/iPhone/Myst_iVersion/Welcome.html
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Christopher Breen
Mac 911

No, you’re not infected.

Concerned reader: I used Yahoo to search for something 
and was sent immediately to the following [redacted] 
site. I believe my Mac was invaded and don’t know what 
to do!

First, relax. Your Mac wasn’t invaded, infected, 
compromised or conquered. If you’d clicked through a 
few of those dire pop-up warnings you might have been 
as amused as I was to see a phoney Windows Security 
Alert appear on a Macintosh. What you’ve encountered 
is termed ‘scareware’ – a scam that attempts to frighten 
those confronted with these pages into downloading 
a hunk of software that will purportedly deal with the 
problem.

The chain of events goes like this: a perfectly 
legitimate URL is hijacked by the scammers and you’re 
redirected to the scareware page. That page is designed 
in such a way that several dialog boxes pop-up warning 
you that your computer is infected. Click Cancel and 
you’ll just get more warnings and an interface that makes 
it seem like your computer is being scanned. If you fall 
for the trick and click the buttons necessary to download 
the offered antivirus software, you’ll pay for a product 
that is likely a hunk of malware (and I hate to think what 
happens to your credit card information). This malware is 

bad for Windows PCs, but it has no effect on Macs.
Regrettably, these pages are sometimes difficult to 

dismiss because the constant pop-up warnings prevent 
you from leaving. Clicking OK may get rid of the pop-ups 
so that you can close the window or tab (and no, doing 
so won’t automatically download the software to your 
Mac), but I faced a situation where I had to force-quit 
Safari to get away from the scareware page.

You can take some comfort in knowing that the 
search engine folks do their best to weed out this junk 
and that those who promote it have been and will 
continue to be prosecuted for engaging in malicious and 
scummy activities.

Dealing with a full hard drive.

Matthew Mitchell: I have a 17-inch MacBook Pro with a 
320GB hard drive. I’m down to 70GB and I heard that a 
full hard drive is a slow hard drive. I went looking for files 
to delete and found quite a few that were either hardly 
ever never used. I found myself asking a fairly common 
question: are there any secret locations on my hard drive 
that large and disposable files could be hidden? 

Well, as I discovered, there’s lots to talk about here. Let’s 
start with the capacity of your hard drive. For some time, 
hard drive manufacturers have defined a megabyte as 
1,000KB. The Mac OS defines a megabyte as 1,024KB. 

It’s for this reason that a 320GB drive (using the 1,000KB 
measurement convention) appears to have much less 
capacity. It’s been reported that this behaviour will 
change in Snow Leopard so that OS X 10.6 will show a 
320GB hard drive having exactly that capacity.

As for a full hard drive slowing down your Mac, it’s 
true. OS X uses your hard drive to swap files out of RAM 
and if there’s very little room to do that, your Mac needs 
to work harder at the job and therefore slows down. 
Note, however, that with 70GB left of your 320GB HD, it 
isn’t there yet. Leave 10 to 15-percent of your hard drive 
free and you should be fine.

Now, let’s turn to lurking files and folders. In this 
regard it’s worth your while to download a copy of The 
Omni Group’s free OmniDiskSweeper. This utility will tell 
you how much space is consumed by folders and files 
on your Mac. When you find something you believe you 
can do without, simply highlight it and hit Delete in the 
bottom-left corner of the window.

Good places to start looking are in the /Library and 
~/Library folders. For example, look in the Audio folder 
within the /Library folder and you’ll find an Apple Loops 
folder that holds GarageBand’s audio files, which take up 
many gigabytes of storage. If you don’t use GarageBand, 
this folder can go. Similarly, iDVD’s themes (found in /
Library/ Application Support/iDVD) take up a couple of 
gigabytes.
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Because it doesn’t really go without saying, allow me 
to offer a couple of safety tips. First, don’t throw out items 
in the System folder unless you really, really, really know 
what you’re doing. And, more generally, don’t toss out 
files and folders stored elsewhere on your Mac unless you 
know the purpose they serve. Doing so could land you in 
a fair amount of strife.

Streaming large movies.

Michael Quinn: I have a 1.75GB MPEG-4 Quicktime 
Movie file. If I subscribe to MobileMe and upload it using 
iDisk, will friends and family be able to see it? If so, could 
they stream it, or would they have to download it? Or, is 
this file too large for them to access at all? If MobileMe 
can’t do this, is there any other movie/video hosting app 
that could?

If you dropped it in you iDisk’s Public folder your friends 
and family would be able to download it but not stream 
it. But let’s back up a second. That’s a helluva big movie 
and one that, in its current form, I wouldn’t advise 
streaming. First of all, it could take a long time to buffer 
and, perhaps more importantly, you could easily run over 
your MobileMe monthly data transfer limit.

If you want to go with MobileMe I’d compress the 
movie. One good way to do that is to import it into 
iMovie ‘09, pull it into a project and choose Share -> 
MobileMe Gallery. In the sheet that appears you can 
choose a size that will work better for streaming — Tiny 
(176 x 144), Mobile (480 x 272), Medium (640 x 360), or 
Large (960 x 540) for a 720p HD movie.

From the sound of your question, you don’t yet have 
a MobileMe account. If the MobileMe Gallery feature is 
the single thing that’s pushing you toward this $99-per-

annum service, perhaps you could save some money 
by creating a YouTube account and posting your video 
using the Share -> YouTube command. As with MobileMe 
Gallery, you have options for creating movies of different 
sizes and you needn’t grant the general public access to 
your movie. Just make it a personal movie and then grant 
access to your family and friends.

Credits
Macworld Senior Editor Christopher Breen is the author 
of ‘Secrets of the iPodand iTunes (6th edition)’, and ‘The 
iPod and iTunes Pocket Guide (4th edition)’ both from 
Peachpit Press and ‘Mac OS X 10.5 Leopard Essential 
Training (video)’ from lynda.com.

Find Chris’ books at  www.amazon.com and www.
peachpit.com. Get special user group pricing on 
Macworld Magazine! Subscribe today at http://www.
macworld.com/useroffer.

E V E N T S

F O R

Y O U

O F F I C E :  (03)9842 2561 M O B :  0404 771 875

E X P E R I E N C E D  E V E N T  M A N A G E R S  A N D  T R A I N E D  D J ’ S ,  L I G H T I N G  D E S I G N E R S  
A N D  H O S T S  A L L  R E A D Y  F O R  Y O U R  E V E N T  N O  M A T T E R  T H E  S I Z E ,  C L A S S  O R  S T Y L E .

A N Y  E V E N T ,  A N Y W H E R E ,  A N Y  T I M E

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.peachpit.com/
http://www.peachpit.com/
http://www.macworld.com/useroffer
http://www.macworld.com/useroffer
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FireFox 3.5
There’s a reason why Firefox 
has stormed ahead af the 
other major browsers over 
the past few years: it’s fast, 
completely free and works 
on any platform.

A variety of different 
extensions are available. They that take the functionality 
of the browser far beyond the basics. Whilst lacking the 
scorching speed of the latest Safari, it offers a brilliant 
alternative if you’re looking for a free, open source 
browser.

Firefox 3.5 does more than its previous versions to 
more secure browsing. Mozilla has finally implemented 
its own version of Safari’s ‘Private Browsing’ feature, 
which works as you’d expect: when in private mode, 
you can surf to all the sites you like and leave no trace 
of them in your history. I also noticed one particularly 
big improvement in Firefox’s ability to automatically 
erase your private data when you quit the program. It no 
longer displays a dialogue box to get your permission. 
Instead, you can set which parts of the browser you want 
wiped within the preferences menu and never worry 
about it again.

The numerous features that set Firefox apart from 

its peers haven’t gone anywhere in version 3.5 and it 
still works with an army of user-created add-ons which 
handily do everything from debugging JavaScript to 
blocking suspicious scripts to letting you update your 
blogs or listen to web radio while you surf.

 And all-in-all, when it comes to customization and 
flexibility, it’s light-years beyond any other browser on 
the market.

Open Office 3
This office suite for Mac OS 
X includes the expected: 
a word processor, a 
spreadsheet processer 
(a la Microsoft Excel), a 
presentation manager and 
a vector drawing program 
with a user interface 
and feature set similar to that of other office suites. 
OpenOffice.org also works transparently with a variety of 
file formats including those of Microsoft Office.

A credible rival to MS Office, OpenOffice.org includes 
powerful applications for making text documents, 
spreadsheets, presentations, diagrams and databases as 
well as HTML and XML documents. Not only does it let 
you create and edit the basics — such as letters and faxes 

— it also handles equations and complex and multipart 
documents with bibliographies, reference tables and 
indexes.

The interface is similar to MS Office. Office users 
will find almost everything they’re used to: templates, 
collaborative features (versions, recording changes), 
macros and a programming language. OOo, as it’s 
known, lets you open and save documents in formats 
as diverse as MS Office formats, PDF, HTML and XML. 
It can also import files from those formats, as well as 
WordPerfect and others. However, it normally saves files 
in the open-standard Oasis OpenDocument XML format 
for maximum compatibility with other applications.

Gimp
Don’t have the spare cash 
around for Photoshop? 
Then try GIMP.
It is suitable for such tasks 
as photo retouching, 
image composition and 
image authoring. It is a 
powerful piece of software 
with capabilities not found in any other free software 
product. It can be used as a simple paint program, an 
expert-quality photo-retouching program, an online 

Top 10 Free Mac Applications
By Paul Sutcliffe

http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/firefox.html
http://www.openoffice.org/
http://www.gimp.org/macintosh/
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batch-processing system, a mass production image 
renderer or an image-format converter. GIMP is modular 
and expandable. It is designed to be augmented with 
plug-ins and extensions to do just about anything. The 
advanced scripting interface allows everything from the 
simplest task to the most complex image-manipulation 
procedures to be easily scripted.

VLC 1.0.1
If you need the ability to 
play absolutely any video 
format, VLC is for you. It’s 
as versatile as a Swiss army 
knife and offers a brilliant 
alternative to QuickTime.

VLC Media Player is a 
long-time open-source 
favorite. While it is not the 
only option for free video 
playback, it’s one of the best

In versio 1.01, users can now get frame-by-frame 
advancement, granular speed controls allowing for on-
the-fly slower or faster playback and live recording of 
streaming video. The toolbars are fully customizable, so 
you can have only the buttons you need in the interface, 
there’s AirTunes streaming and there’s better integration 
in Gtk environments. Along with said improvements, 
VLC continues to offer robust support for a wide range of 
video and audio formats, including OGG, MP2, MP3, MP4, 
DivX, HD codecs like AES3, Raw Dirac, as well as for DVDs, 
VCDs and various streaming protocols. Overall, VLC Media 
Player is a must-have application for its ability to open 
just about any type of video file you throw at it.

Google Earth
Google Earth puts a 
veritable planet of imagery 
and other geographic 
information right on your 
desktop. With Google Earth 
you can fly from space to 
your neighborhood – just 
type in an address and 
zoom right in. You can 
even search for schools, parks, restaurants and hotels 
anywhere on Earth, get driving directions, tilt and rotate 
the view to see 3D terrain and buildings, save and share 
your searches and favorites and even add your own 
annotations.

It also has the the capability to plunge to the floor 
of the sea, view exclusive content from the BBC and 
National Geographic and explore shipwrecks like the 
Titanic in 3D. Exploring the Martian surface is limited 
to data provided from NASA, but that’s not much of a 
limitation considering that it’s unlikely that most of us 
will ever get to visit the Red Planet. Switching between 
Google Earth, Sky and Mars can be done from the menu 
or from the planet icon on the toolbar

With Flight Simulator you can whizz over any terrain 
you like. Requires some skill though.

Mail Scripts 
(and address Book Scripts)
The hard drive in my wife’s 
MacBook recently died. I purchased 
a faster, larger replacement, 
installed it and restored her files 
from our Time Capsule.

However, Apple Mail did not restore properly. I had to 
manually restore them from the Time Machine backups. 
It worked, but I had 56GB of emails. Most had been 
duplicated over 100 times. (I have no understanding of 
these things.)

To the rescue came Mail Scripts. One simple script 
removed all the duplicates producing only 1.3GB of 
unique emails. Although slow with such a large number 
to deal with it, it worked perfectly and saved me days of 
tedious editing. Other scripts in the package include:

For Mail
 • Add Addresses
 • Archive Messages to mbox, plain or rich text
 • Change Outgoing Server (SMTP)
 • Create Rule (easily)
 • Remove Duplicates
 • Schedule Delivery of emails
 • Send All Drafts

For address Book
 • Export Addresses into tab-delimited text files
 • Search Addresses (greater search abilities, more 

criteria)

SMARTReporter 2.3.9
As mentioned before, my 
wife recently experienced a 
hard drive failure. This was 
the first disc failure I’ve ever 
had and I’ve been using 
Macs since 1984.

SMARTReporter 
monitors your disc using 
S.M.A.R.T. (Self-Monitoring 
Analysis and Reporting 

http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-macosx.html
http://earth.google.com/
http://homepage.mac.com/aamann/Mail_Scripts.html
http://smartreporter.en.softonic.com/mac
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Technology) which is built into most modern drives. 
It acts as an early warning system, alerting you to a 
potential failure.

You set the parameters of the reporting (an alarm, an 
email, or launching an application). It also places a status 
icon in your menu bar. 

SMARTReporter is not foolproof, but is a very valuable 
indicator of the reliability of your hard disc.

Disk Inventory X 0.8 
Disk Inventory X is a disk 
usage utility. It shows the 
sizes of files and folders in a 
special graphical way called 
“treemaps”. 

It is a superb app – so 
simple, yet so functional. 
If you’ve ever wondered 
where all your disk space 
has gone, Disk Inventory X 
will help you to answer this question.

Drag and drop a folder or hard disc to the application 
and away it goes. With this app, it become so easy to find 
‘wasted’ space on your disc.

FFmpegx
Ever had iMovie refuse to import a video file? FFmpegX 
will most likely solve your problem. It can convert the 
formats of video or audio with ease and speed.

It’s simple: drop a file, choose a destination format 
and click ‘Encode’.

FFmpegx reads the following input formats: MPEG-1, 
MPEG-2, MPEG-4, DIVX, XviD, non-encrypted VOB and 
VIDEO_TS, Quicktime .MOV, .DV, .WAV, Real Audio, Real 
Video, H.263, MP4 H.264, PGM, YUV, PPM, AC3, PCM8/16 
bits, mulaw/Alaw, WMA-1/2, SUN AU format, MP2, MP3, 

AAC, 3GP, FPS1, ALAC and even more.
It’s super-fast. Many conversions are faster than 

realtime. DIVX encoding on a G5 dual is twice as fast as 
realtime.

iAlertU
My wife and I are just starting 
out to do the grey nomad 
thingy. iAlertU just fits the bill.

If you’ve recently bought a 
new Mac laptop, the last thing 
you want is for it to get stolen. 
Apple doesn’t really offer any 
monitoring program to protect 
your MacBook, so iAlertU is a 
blessing.

iAlertU is the first alarm 

system for your MacBook. In essence, iAlertU is the Mac’s 
car alarm.

It uses the built in sudden motion sensor (SMS) device 
to detect movement of your MacBook and triggers an 
audible and visual alarm. The alarm can also be triggered 
by keyboard and mouse movement. The alarm is 
designed to continue sounding even after the MacBook 
screen has been closed. 

iAlertU is activated and deactivated using the infrared 
remote control inlcluded with every MacBook computer. 
User adjustable settings let you decide which type of 
alarm triggers you would like to use, the duration of the 
alarm and motion sensor sensitivity. 

iAlertU also features functionality to utilize the built 
in iSight camera to photograph the would-be thief and 
soon will be able to email the photo to a specified email 
address. 

A party with 
Magical Bill

A gift 
guaranteed 

to please!
www.kew.hotkey.net.au/~billo

http://www.derlien.com/downloads/index.html
http://ialertu.en.softonic.com/mac
http://www.kew.hotkey.net.au/~billo
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PocketMac RingtoneStudio 2: 
30% Off

Mac OS X Snow Leopard books: 
35% Off

Eltima Software multimedia 
products: Pay 20% less

These User Group discounts are brought 
to you by the Apple User Group Advisory 
Board (special thanks to board member 
Tom Piper).

You must be a current Apple user 
group member to qualify for these 
savings. Not a member? Join an Apple 
user group today to take advantage of 
these special offers.

Credits
Be sure to subscribe to the Apple User 
Group Market Report podcast. The AUG 
Market Report and Resource blog are 
great sources for information about 
Apple user groups, vendor discounts, 
special events, interesting reviews, 
stimulating training and more.
Apple User Group Market Report 
podcast: 
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/
resources.html
For  more information, visit: 
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.
html

Does your company want to promote 
an offer, direct to over 5,000 Apple 
Enthuisats? Use our contact form and 
select ‘Vendor Offers’ to tell us about 
your offer!

User Group Discount Corner
By Gary Lowen, (gary@lowen.id.au)

PocketMac makes a variety of 
productivity tools for PDA and Mac 
connectivity, including using your 
Mac to support your iPhone. With 
RingtoneStudio2 for iPhone, you can 
easily create iPhone ringtones. By 
creating and setting ringtones for each 
of your friends and family, you can get 
an early heads-up before you look to see 
who’s calling.

From the regular US$29.95 price, 
Apple user group members receive a 
30% discount, which reduces your cost to 
US$20.96. The first 500 ordering will also 
get their choice of free iPhone case.
Coupon Code: USERGROUP31
http://www.createiphoneringtones.com
This worldwide offer is valid through 
November 30, 2009.

O’Reilly and No Starch have three 
upcoming Mac OS X Snow Leopard 
books. Titles include ‘Mac OS X Snow 
Leopard: The Missing Manual”’ by David 
Pogue, ‘My New Mac, Snow Leopard 
Edition’ by Wallace Wang and ‘Mac OS 
X Snow Leopard Pocket Guide’ by Chris 
Seibold. Get up to speed quickly with this 
new operating system.

This user group discount code offer 
will get you 35% off.
Discount code: DSUG
To purchase, go to: 
http://bit.ly/OReillysnowleopard
This worldwide offer is valid through 
November 30, 2009.

Eltima Software is a global software 
development company specialising in 
Flash software development for Mac 
users. All flashers will see the true value 
of Flash Decompiler Trillix for Mac, Flash 
Optimizer for Mac and SWF & FLV Player 
for Mac. With these products, managing 
Flash files is easy: decompile, compress or 
just play them back.

Regular prices for Eltima’s Flash 
software range from US$19.95- $99.95. 
Using the coupon code gives user group 
members 20% off.
http://mac.eltima.com/
Coupon code: AL-D-MUGPS
This worldwide offer is ongoing.

http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/resources.html
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/resources.html
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.html
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.html
mailto:gary@lowen.id.au
http://www.createiphoneringtones.com/
http://bit.ly/OReillysnowleopard
http://mac.eltima.com/


AKVIS ArtSuite
Lets you generate a frame for your 
photo; Plus you can convert a 
photo into a black and white image 
and add a color shade to it, replace 
colors on an image, add a texture 
so that the image looks like drawn 
on a canvas, wall, corrugated paper 
or other surfaces, the Glamour 
effect that conceals skin defects, 
reduces small wrinkles and makes 
the model look perfect.

AKVIS ArtWork
Helps you to create a work of art 
from any digital photo! The Oil 
Painting effect converts your 
photographs into oil paintings. The 
program lays brush s t rokes 
naturally using the original photo 
as a reference. The Comics effect 
helps you replicate works of 
famous comics artists with just a 
few clicks.

AKVIS Coloriage
Manipulates colors of an image. It 
allows colorizing old black and 
white photos and replacing colors 
in color photos. Works equally well 
f o r c o l o r i n g o f p o r t r a i t s , 
landscapes, fashion, and still life. 
The skin, sky, verdure, and tree color 
patterns help users to select 
realistic colors for their picture.

Aurora
Powerful, yet simple visual photo 
editing, organizing, sharing and 
storing software. You can re-touch, 
straighten, add “punch,” adjust 
color strength, crispness and 
warmth, crop, zoom and adjust red-
eye.

FotoMagico
Lets you create professional 
slideshows from your photos, 
movies and music with just a few, 
simple mouse clicks.

Colorator
Black & white images with a touch 
of color. Cast the photos to black 
and white, while keeping some of 
the colors. Imagine blue eyes, red 
lips, colorful flowers or a showy t-
shirt within a stylish black & white 
picture.

Delvic Image Converter
Converts files like GIF, JPEG, ICNS, 
PNG, BMP, TIFF, TGA, SGI, PICT, ICO 
into GIF, JPEG, ICNS, PNG, BMP, TIFF, 
TGA, SGI, PICT and ICO.

Duplicate Annihilator
Takes on the time-consuming task 
comparing the images in your 
iPhoto library using effective 
algorithms to make sure that no 
duplicates escape. When found, the 
duplicate will either be marked 
with a description of your choice to 
make it searchable, or simply 
moved to iPhoto’s trashcan.

EasyBatch
A fast and powerful all-in-one 
image processor. With just a few 
clicks you can easily resize, rotate, 
watermark, compress, convert, and 
rename thousands of files, all while 
preserving ColorSync data, EXIF 
data, file creation/modification 
dates, and more.

EasyBatchPhoto
Convert most image formats to 
JPEG, PNG, or TIFF. Use to scale, 
c o m p r e s s , c r o p , o v e r l a y a 
watermark, and more.s

EasyCrop
Ever needed to crop and size a 
photo for email, web, or the OS X 
Address Book? Simply drop an 
image (from practically any source) 

into EasyCrop. Next, draw a crop 
box around the area you want to 
crop and make other adjustments 
with the intuitive controls. And 
when you’re happy with the result, 
simply drag it off to your email or 
other application. Voila!

EasyFrame
Makes adding a frame so easy that 
there is no reason to stick to boring 
old rectangular photos anymore. 
Choose from dozens of built-in 
frames or add your own.

FR-PhotoStudio
An ultra fast image browser. that 
displays thumbnails incredibly 
quickly by making use of preview 
information contained in each 
image file.

GraphicConverter
An excellent all-purpose image 
editing program that can import a 
wide range of different graphic-
based formats, edit the image, and 
export it out as various available 
file formats. The high-end editing 
tools are perfect for graphic 
manipulation and work with 
Photoshop-compatible plug-ins. It 
o f f e r s b a t c h - c o n v e r s i o n 
capabilities, a slide show window, 
and more.

Image Smith
A powerful batch image processing 
tool. With a variety of features you 
can easily scale, reorient, recolorize, 
convert, and flatten images.

A bag full of applications that will help 
you get the most out of your digital photos

Camera Bag
$10

ImageFramer
Apply photorealistic and artistic 
frames. Adapt the colors and sizes 
of the frame and the mat for the 
best painting appearance before 
ordering a real one. Selectable 
background (wall) color to preview 
hanging on a wall . Multiple 
variations for each image. Adapt 
the color and sizes of the frame and 
the inner mat and export the 
framed image to a number of 
formats in a number of sizes. Add 
flexible watermarks.

ImageLobe
Allows you to easily apply over 40 
powerful visual effects to your 
images. Simply drag an image onto 
the app, select an effect and then 
drag the image back out to save it. 
Choose from numerous effects, 
including City Lights, Color Pencil, 
Comic Book, Crystallize, Glow, Light 
Tunnel, Neon, Posterize, Thermal 
Camera, and X-Ray.

Image Tricks
Software to edit and generate 
images. 63 image effects and filters 
(72 in Pro version). 12 image 
generators (19 in Pro version). 30 
unique masks. Import over 20 
image formats, including TIFF, 
JPEG, GIF, PDF, and EPS. Export to 
TIFF, JPEG, PDF, PNG, and GIF 
formats. OpenGL acceleration 
supported. iPhoto integration.

Iris
Provides a powerful, intuitive, and 
easy to use solution for all your 
photo editing needs. Programmed 
to perform with a unique and 
elegant one-window interface, it 
renders confusing multiple palettes 
obsolete.

iWatermark
Protect and secure your photos 
with the easiest and most popular 
tool available for watermarking 
artwork, digital photos and other 
images that you can then put on 
the web or send via email. No 
matter what you choose to use as 
the watermark, you have control 
over the translucency of the 
watermark.

Photoshop Lightroom
Essent ia l for today 's d ig i ta l 
photography workflow. Now you 
can quick ly import, process, 
manage, and showcase your 
images — from one shot to an 
entire shoot. Now you can spend 
less time in front of the computer 
and more time behind the lens.

Wondershare iMageFit
Resize photos, batch transition and 
create wallpaper to fit mobile 
phones

MozoDojo
A photo-mosaic creator. You give it 
a model image and an image 
database, and it tries to build a 
mosaic looking like the model 
image by picking up the tiles in the 
database. The image database may 
be a simple folder, an iPhoto or 
Aperture album, a sequence, a 
bunch of CD covers from iTunes, or 
a Delicious Library shelf.

PhotoStyler
Allows you to make your digital 
photos looks real, it contains 
various effects that can convert 
your photos to the monochrome or 
sepia, add some scratches, draw a 
frame and apply some texture, add 
background and a shadow.

Picasa
The easy way to find, edit, and 
share your photos. Organize: 
Manage your photos in one place, 
and find photos you forgot you 
had. Edit: Eliminate scratches & 
blemishes, fix red-eye, crop and 
more. Create: Turn photos into 
movies, collages, slideshows and 
more. Share: Upload seamlessly to 
Picasa Web Albums to share with 
friends, family & the world

Picturesque
Makes images gorgeous with 
tasteful effects like 3D perspective, 
reflection, glow, shadow, curve, and 
stroke in less time than it takes to 
open Photoshop.

Pixelmator
Beautifully designed, easy-to-use, 
fast and powerful image editor for 
Mac OS X has everything you need 
to create, edit and enhance your 
images. 

Portrait Professional
Intelligent retouching software for 
portraits.

Posterino
Creates life posters, photo collages, 
frames, postcards, greeting cards 
and contact sheets from digital 
images. 

QuickScale
Designed to let you scale a large of 
of pictures to a desired size and 
format. 

ResizeMe
A powerful, easy-to-use batch 
image editor for Mac OS X

WaterThumber
An all-in-one solution for resizing 
your images and getting them 
ready for online publication.

The applications supplied on this CD 
are supplied as is and we make no 
representations regarding the 
applications nor any information 
related thereto. Any questions, 
complaints or claims regarding the 
applications must be directed to the 
appropriate software vendor.

Various different license types apply. 
Some titles require further payment 
direct to the application publisher to 
enable the full feature sets and 
functions. Some functions require 
a d d i t i o n a l h a rd wa re f o r f u l l 
functionality.
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Disk of the Month

You can purchase the Discs of the Month, including this 
month’s title, Camera Bag, from the following Apple User 
Groups;

 • http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/amugmembers/
disc/orderform-nonmem.html - AMUG Sydney

 • www.ausom.net.au/discofthemonth - AUSOM 
Incorporated

 • www.beaut.org.au/tips.html - BEAUT
 • www.bsmug.ozshop.net - Byron Shire Mac User Group
 • www.cvmu.net - Central Victorian Macintosh Users Inc
 • http://groups.yahoo.com/group/coffs_mac_users - 

Coffs Harbour Mac Users Group
 • www.gmug.org.au/dotm/ - Geraldton Macintosh User 

Group
 • http://goin.to/gcusers - Gold Coast Apple Users Group
 • www.mactalkhunter.org.au - MacTalk Hunter
 • www.saauc.org.au - South Australian Apple Users 

Club
Disc of the Month CDs have a RRP of AU$10, with DVDs 
costing AU$15. However, many of these User Groups 
allow you to purchase the Discs of the Month from their 
meetings - often at a discount; or you can order via the 
web, postal mail, fax or telephone. Occasionally, special 
bundles are offered by the User Groups as well, so keep 
an eye on their websites.

MacTheater

Disc of the Month
Previous Discs
Most of the above user groups maintain an archive of 
previous Discs, so you can still order previous titles

Still ever popular is the Double CD set, Cards, Boards & 
Dice. These Discs sell for AU$10 each or both for AU$15 
and they contain hundreds of different Card Games, 
Board Games and Dice Games to play in solitude, against 
computer opponents and even against human players 
across the internet…

Say goodbye to your spare time, and not so spare 
time ;)

AppleUsers.org would like to gratefully acknowledge 
and sincerely thank Niche Media, the publishers 
of Australian Macworld, for supporting the Disc of 
the Month project by providing us with the server 
space and bandwidth to store and distribute the 
Golden Master Disc Image and support files to the 
participating Apple User Groups each month.

Mac Theater: A collection of tools that help you convert 
media resources into a format your Mac, iPhone and iPod 
can utilize, as well as some great applications for turning 
your Mac into the central hub of the ultimate Home 
Theater System!

http://niche.com.au
http://www.macworld.com.au
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