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1

When Revival Comes ...

Revival means “times of refreshing from the presence
of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). It’s God’s fresh “visitation”
among His people (Ex 4:31; Ruth 1:6; 1 Sam 2:21;
Zech 10:3; Lk 1:68,78; 7:16; 19:44; Acts 15:14; 1 Pet
2:12).

The understanding of what happens when Revival
comes will deepen our longing for Revival. The chapters
in this book detail the usual results of Revival —

When Revival comes, God’s people burst forth in
praise, singing a new song! (Chapter 2)

When Revival comes, God’s people learn again to
worship Him in spirit and in truth!  (Chapter 3)

When Revival comes, God’s people get their lives
saturated with praise and worship! (Chapter 4)

When Revival comes, God’s people find Bible meditation
more delightsome than any pastime!  (Chapter 5)
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When Revival comes, God’s people get a fresh
understanding of the sayings of Jesus! (Chapter 6)

When Revival comes, God’s people relish time with Him
more than that with people! (Chapter 7)

When Revival comes, the prayers of God’s people are
Kingdom-oriented rather than self-centred!  (Chapter 8)

When Revival comes, God’s people spend long hours
before Him in holy intercession! (Chapter 9)

When Revival comes, God’s people experience the
ministry of His Spirit in a new way! (Chapter 10)

When Revival comes, God’s people resist carnality in
order to walk in the Spirit! (Chapter 11)

When Revival comes, God’s people long for practical
righteousness in all areas of their lives! (Chapter 12)

When Revival comes, God’s people passionately
surrender their organs as instruments of righteousness!

(Chapter 13)

When Revival comes, God’s people boast only of God
and the Cross of Christ! (Chapter 14)

When Revival comes, God’s people become unblocked
channels of His overflowing love to their fellowmen!

(Chapter 15)

When Revival comes, God’s people learn to be merciful
in all their interpersonal relationships! (Chapter 16)

When Revival comes, God’s people experience His peace
as never before!  (Chapter 17)
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When Revival comes, God’s people, especially His
servants, become true comforters and meaningful
counsellors! (Chapter 18)

When Revival comes, God’s people become active in
soulwinning, evangelism and missions! (Chapter 19)

When Revival comes, God’s people come out of their
comfort zone to bless the lost! (Chapter 20)

When Revival comes, the faith of God’s people gets
adorned with works that truly glorify Him!  (Chapter 21)

When Revival comes, God’s people begin to enjoy
heaven on earth in their family life! (Chapter 22)

When Revival comes, God’s people find true and
lasting joy only “in the Lord!” (Chapter 23)

True there are reports of Revival here and there. “Mercy
drops round us are falling, but for the showers we plead!”
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When Revival comes,

God’s people burst forth in praise,
singing a new song!

2

A New Song

The Bible repeatedly calls us to sing “a new song”
to the Lord God (Psa 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9;
149:1; Isa 42:10). Even in Heaven it is said that we
would be singing “a new song” (Rev 5:9; 14:3). But
what is a new song? Is it a new composition or a new
tune? It cannot be, because any new composition or
tune is bound to become “old” in course of time! God
is not asking us to keep on changing our songs. Who
can deny that some of the oldest hymns have had no
equal for centuries?

What is a new song then? It can only refer to the
person who sings. It’s the song that bursts out from a
“new heart” and a “new spirit ” (Ezek 18:31). It’s the
song of the “new man” who is a “new creation” in Christ
(Eph 4:24; Col 3:10; 2 Cor 5:17). It’s the song of the
pilgrims who have found a “new way” (Heb 10:20), and
walk therein in “newness of life” (Rom 6:4c).

What is a new song? It’s worship born out of the
experiences of the new man. It’s a Song of Deliverance,
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a Song of Delight, a Song of Devotion, a Song of
Dependence, a Song of Dominion, a Song of Discipline,
a Song of Doctrine, a Song of Declaration, a Song of
Dedication and a Song of Distress. We will briefly study
each of these.

1. Song of Deliverance

Psalm 40:2,3, “The Lord brought me up out of a
horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon
a rock, and established my steps. He has put a new
song in my mouth — Praise to our God.”

Psalm 32:1,7b, “Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven, whose sin is covered... You (Lord) shall
surround me with songs of deliverance.”

This marks the beginning of our new life. The old
life was one of bondage and slavery. The devil had
kept us under his clutches. He had oppressed us. We
were living in the darkness of a horrible pit. We were
not able to save ourselves. We were stinking in the
miry clay. Our life was loathsome. Suddenly the Deliverer
appeared. The fetters of sin were shattered. The gates
of hell had to give way before Him. We were delivered.
From the miry clay we were lifted up to stand on the
Rock of Ages. He established our steps so we might
not slip again into the pit of clay.

The new song the Lord has put in our mouths is
the song of deliverance. It’s about deliverance from
the penalty of sin (Jn 8:34-36; Rom 6:22). It’s about
deliverance from the power of sin (Mt 6:13; Gal 1:4;
Rom 7:24,25). It will culminate as the deliverance from
the very presence of sin (Heb 9:28; Rev 21:27). The
joy of deliverance from sin is captured in a famous
chorus—
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It’s bubbling, it’s bubbling;
It’s bubbling in my soul.
I’m singing, I’m dancing,
For Jesus made me whole.
No folks can understand me,
How can I keep it quiet?
It’s bubbling, bubbling,
Bubbling, bubbling,
Bubbling day and night!

2. Song of Delight

James 5:13b, “Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing
Psalms.”

Proverbs 29:6b, “The righteous sings and rejoices.”

Our old life was one of sorrows because of the
consequence of sin. Psalmist David observed, “Many
sorrows shall be to the wicked; but he who trusts in
the Lord, mercy shall surround him” (Psa 32:10). Jesus
on the Cross bore “our griefs” and “our sorrows.” He
literally became for us a “Man of Sorrows” (Isa 53:4,3).

The musical delight in our soul is  because the guilt
is gone and there’s no more condemnation (Rom 8:1).
Our sins are not only “forgiven” but also “covered,”
that is “forgotten!” (Rom 4:7,8; Psa 32:1). God has thrown
our sins behind His back, sunk them under the sea,
removed them as clouds as far as the East is from the
West. This is the length, depth, height and breadth of
His forgiving love. The soul that understands it dances
with other saints in ecstatic joy (Eph 3:18). Men may
say they have forgiven what we have done against them,
but they will bring it up again when necessary. Not so
with God! He forgets. That’s what justification means.
It’s as if we had never sinned!
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Fear of death is another kill-joy. It spares neither
the man on the street nor the  monarch on the throne.
But through His death the Lord Jesus has released
“those who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage” (Heb 2:14,15). Death is still there.
But after Calvary, death is like a scorpion without sting.
So we can sing, “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades,
where is your victory?” (1 Cor 15:54,55).

The salvation of God is such a matchless gift that
the one who has received it does not lose his delight
even if there’s mournful material loss. The classic hymn
of faith by Prophet Habakkuk is a splendid example:
“Though the fig tree may not blossom... though the
flock be cut off from the fold... — yet I will rejoice in
the Lord; I will joy in the God of my salvation.” This
hymn ends with the footnote : “To the Chief Musician
with my stringed instruments” (Hab 3:17-19).

3. Song of Devotion

The new life is a devotional walk with God. It’s a
life of communication. God speaks to us through His
Word, and we speak to Him in prayer.

Psalm 119:54, “Your statutes have been my songs
in the house of my pilgrimage.”

Psalm 42:8, “The Lord will command His lovingkind-
ness in the daytime, and in the night His song shall
be with me—a prayer to the God of my life.”

The old life was spent in revelling in the company
of the ungodly, the sinners and the scornful (Psa 1:1).
But the converted man has renounced all these, and
found the Word of God his day-and-night delight! (v2).
It’s noteworthy that the Book of Psalms, which was
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the song book of the Jews, begins with the mentioning
of the blessedness of a life lost in the meditation of
God’s Word. Prophet Jeremiah also testified to this
blessedness: “Your words were found, and I ate them;
and Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my
heart... I did not sit in the assembly of the mockers,
nor did I rejoice...” (Jer 15:16,17).

The Psalmist rejoiced in the Word of God more than
tons of gold and silver (Psa 119:14,72). His excitement
over the Word was like that of one who had found
great treasure (v162). In comparison to the Word, the
earthly goods were worthless things to him (vv 36,37).
He loved meditation of the Word more than sleep (vv
62, 147,148).

 The other side of devotional life is praise and prayer.
The Psalmist forsook the company of idolators, hypocrites
and evildoers not only to sit and listen to God but
also to speak to Him “with the voice of thanksgiving”
(Psa 26:4-7). The filling of the Holy Spirit is compared
to being drunk with heavenly wine in order that we
may sing and make melody in our hearts to the Lord
(Eph 5:18-20). This is the new song of the redeemed.
Rev. William W. Walford (1772-1850) of England called
it the “sweet hour of prayer.”

Sweet hour of prayer!
Thy wings shall my petition bear
To Him whose truth and faithfulness
Engage the waiting soul to bless;
And since He bids me seek His face,
Believe His Word and trust His grace,
I’ll cast on Him my every care
And wait for thee,
Sweet hour of prayer!
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4. Song of Dependence

Psalm 118:13,14, “You pushed me violently that I
might fall, but the Lord helped me. The Lord is my
strength and song; and He has become my Salvation.”

One of the sharp differences between the old life
and the new is that the dependence is no more on the
arm of flesh. The fleshly strength is very much there,
but there’s a deliberate shift of dependence. This truth
was proclaimed to Zerubbabel, who was handling a
mountainous task, in a vigorous poetic form: “Not by
might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of
Hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel
you shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the
capstone with shouts of “Grace, grace to it!” (Zech
4:6,7). This shout is what a song of dependence is.

King Jehoshaphat was a powerful king. He had built
mighty fortresses (2 Chr 17:12). But when the Moabites
and the Ammonites came up to battle against him, he
confessed to the Lord, “O our God, we have no power
against this great multitude that is coming against
us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are on
You!” (2 Chr 20:1,12). The Lord assured him of victory
thro’ a prophetic word. The first thing he did was
organising a choir to sing the song of  dependence. He
put the singers before the soldiers! Their chorus was,
“Praise the Lord; for His mercy endures forever !” (vv
14-21).

The song of dependence of apostle Paul is still more
illustrative: “Not I but Christ !” (Gal 2:20). Only when
we don’t put confidence in the flesh, we can truly rejoice
in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:3). The new song belongs to
the new way of life. It strikes a deathblow to self and
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independence. Let’s begin each day with the confession
of King Jehoshaphat: “My eyes are on You, O Lord!”
Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929, sang —

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms!
What a blessedness,
What a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms!

5. Song of Dominion

Psalm 98:1, “Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For
His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the
victory.”

Revelation 5:9,10, “They sang a new song, saying:
You have redeemed us to God by Your blood... and
have made us kings and priests to our God; and we
shall reign on the earth.”

Man was created to be a ruler. In the very first
benediction that followed creation, God said to Adam
and Eve, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it; have dominion over... every living thing”
(Gen 1:28). But man lost his authority when he rebelled
against the commandment of God and obeyed Satan.
Jesus came to restore what man lost. The serpent’s
head was crushed by the Cross (Gen 3:15; Heb 2:14).
By His shed blood Christ has made us kings again.
But the material world has not come under our dominion
yet (Heb 2:8). This privilege is reserved for the age to
come. The delay is only temporary. But now we can
exercise dominion over spiritual powers. Through Christ
we are “more than conquerors” (Rom 8:37,38). Our
song of dominion is: “If God is for us, who can be
against us?” (v31).
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The Song of Moses is a jubilant song of dominion.
Moses and the people of Israel sang this song when
they saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore (Ex 15:1-
18). The first as well as the last line of this song celebrate
victory: “I will sing to the Lord; for He has triumphed
gloriously!... The Lord shall reign forever and ever”
(vv 1,18). Dear friend, read this song aloud when you
are downcast. Sing it with whatever tune you can make.
It’s an antidote for negative thoughts. Often we plan
strategies of our own to fight battles. We exhaust ourselves
in this process. Rather, when we realize that “The Lord
is a man of war,” we can rest in His victory (v3). This
song is worth memorizing. Try!

There are simply too many weaklings among the
saints. It’s simply because of lack of knowledge. Basically
every child of God should grow in a twofold knowledge
— the knowledge of WHO GOD IS  and WHO WE ARE
IN CHRIST. This is what will make us stronger and
stronger. “The people who know their God shall be
strong, and carry out great exploits” (Dan 11:32). A
life of dominion is the birthright of every child of God
the King. That’s why the Psalmist said, “Sing to the
Lord a new song... Let the children of Zion be joyful
in their King... Let them sing aloud on their beds...
Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a
two-edged sword in their hand... This honour have all
His saints” (Psa 149:1,2,5,6,9).

6. Song of Discipline

Our old life was characterised by disobedience and
disorderliness. We were called the “children of
disobedience” (Eph 5:6; Col 3:6). Possessed with a spirit
of rebellion we were going our own way. The wrath of a
righteous God was to come on us. But in His mercy and
love He got our attention with the rod of affliction and
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chastisement (Heb 12:7,10). Our soul in appreciation of
God’s strict but gracious dealing breaks forth into
singing —

“Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep
Your Word... It is good for me that I have been afflicted,
that I may learn Your statutes... I know, O Lord, that
Your judgments are right, and that in faithfulness You
have afflicted me” (Psa 119:67,71,75).

As long as we walk in stubbornness resisting the voice
of the Spirit, our spirits will be a stranger to the Song of
Discipline. David confessed, “When I kept silent, my bones
grew old through my groaning all the day long” (Psa 32:3).
But when he acknowledged his sin before God, he could
shout for joy (v11). In his famous Psalm of sin confession
he cried out, “Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
the God of my salvation; and my tongue shall sing aloud
of Your righteousness” (Psa 51:14).

The Song of Discipline celebrates the fatherhood of God.
He loves His sons and daughters too much to let them go
astray. The Song of Discipline celebrates the lordship of
Christ. He cares for His disciples too much to let them
walk in disobedience. The Song of Discipline celebrates
the companionship of the Holy Spirit. He guards His saints
too much to let them backslide. Under the trinitarian God
we delight in discipline rather than dread it! We sing about
it rather than sigh under it!

Unfortunately, songs on discipline, discipleship, self-
denial and cross-bearing are rarely composed these days.
Is it a sign of confusion so prevalent in Christendom today?

7. Song of Doctrine

The lengthiest song in the Bible is the 119th Psalm.
Each one of its 176 verses is about the Word of God. The
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Nelson Study Bible gives this introduction to Psalm 119:
“It celebrates the Word of God in a way that is almost
exhaustive. This very lengthy poem is an acrostic: For
each of the twentytwo consonants in the Hebrew alphabet,
there are eight verses beginning with that letter... The
Psalmist cannot stop praising God for His mercy and
goodness in providing His people with instructions for
living.”

One weighty reason for the non-stop worship of David
was the immeasurable greatness of God’s Word. He said,
“I will praise You  with my whole heart ... I will worship
toward Your holy temple... Because You have magnified
Your Word above all Your Name” (Psa 138:1,2). God
reveals Himself primarily through His Word. “In the
beginning was the Word!” Jesus Christ who is the express
image of the Father is again “the Word which became
flesh” (Heb 1:3; Jn 1:1,14). The written Word of God alone
is infallible and any other source of revelation cannot have
such a claim. Worship flows out naturally from a heart
filled with the Word. That’s why we are admonished, “Let
the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching ... singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord”
(Col 3:16). This is the Song of Doctrine.

The modern Christian world of songs and music is
flooded with songs and choruses which are doctrinally
unsound, theologically incorrect and Biblically anaemic.
They of course excite the singers, but fail to exalt God
according to Biblical revelation. This is why I constantly
tell Christians that we cannot afford the luxury of setting
aside the hymns of bygone days.

Fill your heart with the Word so your mouth may be
filled with acceptable worship. Memorize Scripture
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passages which speak of the attributes of God and use
them freely in worship. Let your own words be few, but
saturate your praise with the very words of the Scripture.
The Word of God is never outdated and it is always new
and fresh (Mk 13:31; 1 Pet 1:24,25). The Song of Doctrine
is thus ever a new song!

Of the over sixty hymns of Bishop William Walsham of
the 18th century the most favourite one is —

O Word of God Incarnate,

O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging,

O Light of our dark sky;
We praise thee for the radiance

That from the hallowed page,

A lantern to our footsteps
Shines on from age to age.

8. Song of Declaration

Psalm 96:1-3, “Oh, sing to the Lord a new song ...
proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.
declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among
all peoples.”

Psalm 40:3, “He has put a new song in my mouth —
praise to our God; many will see it and fear, and will
trust in the Lord.”

The unregenerate man is blind to the things of God,
deaf to the voice of God, and dumb to declare the praise
of God. When he is brought under the power of the Gospel,
and freed from the shackles of sin, he shouts Hallelujah!
He is not ashamed of Christ. He takes a stand for Him
publicly. He identifies himself with God’s minority and
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declares His glory to those in the devil’s majority. He is
out to plunder hell and populate Heaven. He hates being
silent or neutral.

Witnessing for Christ is actually worship in public. It’s
singing the Song of Declaration. Apostle Peter graphically
explains this : “You are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out
of darkness into His marvellous light” (1 Pet 2:9). This is
the theme of the “new song” of the twentyfour elders in
Heaven who represent the saints (Rev 5:8-10).

Oh for a come-back of open-air singing as in the early
days of Salvation Army! Let each local Church take out
an open-air procession, atleast once a month, with all its
members following the musicians and the choir across
the main streets of the town. With so many Churches in
each locality, such an exercise will make the Gospel the
talk of the town. With proper permission, and as long as
we don’t attack other religions, this will be an effective
means of diffusing communities with the aroma of Christ
(2 Cor 2:14). It would be better if preaching is not
combined with such processions. Don’t sing about Zion
or Jerusalem. It will be Greek and Latin to non-Christians.
Choose songs on the love of God, His power, His salvation,
and so on. Mobilising the entire congregation for such a
monthly procession will be the first step in making each
member a soulwinner. Shall we do less for the One who
carried a heavy cross on His bleeding shoulders across a
dusty road?

Singing songs of declaration on the streets will add a
new dimension to our worship inside the sanctuary. It is
then that the singing of choruses like, “From the rising of
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the sun to its going down,” and “He is Lord ... Every knee
shall bow...” will give us an enlarged understanding of
the missionary heart of our God. A glorious poetry in the
New Testament is a Song of Declaration (1 Tim 3:16) —

God was manifested in the flesh,
Justified in the Spirit,
Seen by angels,
Preached among the Gentiles,
Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory!

9. Song of Dedication

Psalm 51:15,17, “O Lord, open my lips and my mouth
shall show forth Your praise... The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart — These, O
God, You will not despise.”

When we are born anew we come under a new
management. Because we are purchased by God with the
blood of His Son, we do not belong to ourselves any longer.
Christ is not an addition to our lives, but He takes full
control. If He is not Lord of all He is not Lord at all.

Psalm 45 is a song of love. True love demands total
dedication. This Psalm begins as, “My heart is overflowing
with a good theme; I recite my composition concerning
the King” (v1). Verses 10 and 11 call for renouncing
everything else: “Listen, O daughter, consider and incline
your ear; forget your own people also, and your father’s
house; so the King will greatly desire your beauty; because
He is your Lord, worship Him.”

By giving away His only Son, God has proved to us
that He withholds no good thing from us (Rom 8:32). He
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has blessed us with “all” spiritual blessings (Eph 1:3). In
that He has given us everything, He expects us to
reciprocate it with total surrender. Jesus said that the
greatest of all commandments was to love God with all
our heart, all our might, all our mind and all our soul (Mt
22:36-38).

The Song of Dedication from the depth of our heart is
what pleases God most. Whatever we would do for Him
must flow out of dedication. Jesus asked Peter thrice
whether he loved Him more than anything else. Only after
ascertaining this He commissioned him to feed His sheep
(Jn 21:15-17).

Psalm 103 is another Song of Dedication. We repeat
its first two verses so often in our prayers and songs. Let
such repetitions serve as reminders to keep our dedication
intact. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within
me, bless His holy Name!” (v1). God is faithful to His
covenant with us, and we must be faithful as well (v18).
Fanny Crosby (1823-1915) calls “perfect sub-mission” as
“my story” and “my song” in her world famous hymn,
Blessed Assurance.

10. Song of Distress

We must not think that the new song always means
delight and jubilance. Both in the Scripture and in history,
songs born out of distress and adversity have become
more popular than songs of joy because there’s no human
being without pain and problems. Not only non-Christians
but also “we who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even
we ourselves groan within ourselves” (Rom 8:23).

The Book of Psalms is filled with songs of distress. For
example, Psalms 3,11,12,27,46,49,59,64,91,121,139
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& 146 speak of anxiety and fear; 16,92,102 & 130 —
disappointment; 12,42,55,86,107 & 142 — discourage-
ment; 7,9,10,17,35,52,56,94 & 109 — injustice; 3,13,
17,25,27,69 & 91 — loneliness; 22,23,41 & 116 —
sickness; 6,31,71,77,94 & 123 — sorrows and grief;
12,24,31,34,43,56 & 84 — stress; 10,86,90,94,126,138
& 142 — troubled spirit; 4,23,62,70,102 & 138 — weak-
ness. These poems sound like our autobiography!

Let’s learn to turn our worries into worship, problems
into praise, anguish into adoration, and trials into thanks-
giving. When we thus make all our anxieties known to
God through prayer and thanksgiving, the ununder-
standable peace of God shall protect not only our hearts
but also our minds from sinking in distress (Phil 4:6,7).
Our mourning turns into dancing (Psa 30:11,12).

When we keep on singing the New Song, even the Song
of Deliverance, Delight, Devotion, Dependence, Dominion,
Discipline, Doctrine, Declaration, Dedication and Distress,
our very life will become a worship, and THE LORD HIM-

SELF WILL BECOME OUR SONG! (Ex 15:2; Psa 118:14;
Isa 12:2).
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3

“Hosanna” to “Hallelujah!”

When Revival comes,
God’s people learn again to worship Him
in spirit and in truth!

The events which took place from Palm Sunday to
Easter Sunday have a lot to teach us on worship. The
Holy Week commenced with the song of “Hosanna” and
climaxed with the shout of “Hallelujah.” No other week in
the earthly life of Christ has so many lessons on worship.
May this study enrich our understanding to adore the
Almighty!

SUNDAY

1. “Hosanna in the Highest!”

It was Jesus Himself who initiated the triumphal entry
into Jerusalem. He arranged for the transport—“a donkey
and a colt”—through His disciples (Mt 21:1-3). It is always
God who first inspires us to worship Him. This does not
mean He is selfish. In fact nothing gets added to His being
by our worship (Acts 17:25). He is absolutely absolute
and completely complete in Himself. By calling us to
worship Him, He actually gives us an opportunity to
fellowship with Him and get to know Him. God is self-
revealing in His nature.
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Everything in Christian life is a response to God. It is
believing what He says and doing what He bids. Otherwise
our theology is man-centred. My quality of worship
depends on how much help I receive from God for this
exercise. That’s why David prayed, “O Lord, open my lips;
and my mouth shall show forth Your praise” (Psa 51:15).
And Paul affirmed, “No one can say that Jesus is Lord
except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 12:3b).

Every revelation from God about Himself is a call to
worship. Jesus had been known until then only as a
Master Teacher and a Miracle Worker. But now the people
understood He was King! “Tell the daughter of Zion :
Behold, your King is coming to you!” (Mt 21:5a). Without
this prophetic revelation (Zech 9:9) they would miss Him,
because they would normally expect a King riding a horse
and not a donkey! Here lies the reason why we must
saturate ourselves with the Word of God if our worship
must be right. “I will worship... Your Name... because
You have magnified Your Word above all Your Name!”
(Psa 138:2).

Another significant lesson we learn from the
happenings of Palm Sunday is that children should never
be despised in the matter of worship. The religious leaders
were upset over the Hosannas of the children. Perhaps
their shouts were not organized enough like the ceremonial
Temple worship. But Jesus rebuked the leaders reminding
them, “Have you never read, Out of the mouth of babes
and nursing infants You have perfected praise?” (Mt
21:15,16; Psa 8:2). Our children should be encouraged
to freely sing and shout aloud in congregational
gatherings. That will make our praise and worship more
fragrant and less formal.
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Of the four evangelists John alone mentions that people
took palm branches in their hands when they went out to
meet Jesus with the Hosanna greeting (Jn 12:12,13). In
his heavenly visions also John saw palm branches in the
hands of the innumerable Hosanna-singers (Rev 7:9,10).
This teaches us that when we worship God as a
celebration and not a mere duty, it gives us a foretaste
of heaven on earth.

MONDAY

2. “Unless a grain of wheat dies...”

Among those who had come to Jerusalem for the Feast
were certain Greeks who had come to “worship” (Jn 12:20).
Having heard about Jesus they were desirous of seeing
Him. Philip and Andrew carried the message to Jesus. In
reply Jesus said, “The hour has come that the Son of
Man should be glorified... Unless a grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies,
it produces much grain” (vv 21-24).

The reply of Jesus to the Greeks seems strange and
inappropriate. But Jesus knew what He was talking about.
That’s why His introductory phrase to the statement was,
“Most assuredly I say to you...” (Jn 12:24). The Greeks
known for their wisdom and scholarship perhaps wanted
to personally hear Jesus whose teaching and wisdom had
stirred multitudes and silenced the opposers. They wanted
to “admire” Him, but Jesus wanted them to “adore” Him.
When Philip and Andrew informed Jesus of the desire of
those Greeks, the first sentence of reply of Jesus was,
“The hour has come that the Son of Man should be
glorified” (v 23). That glorification was possible only
through His death and resurrection just as a grain would
die and a plant would grow.
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In this background we understand Paul’s message to
the Corinthians better. “Greeks seek after wisdom; but
we preach Christ crucified!” (1 Cor 1:22,23). In worship
we are not to remember Jesus as a 33-year old Jew in
flesh and blood. That’s why it is really not necessary to
keep portraits of Jesus. Paul ascertained, “Even though
we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we
know Him thus no longer” (2 Cor 5:16).

After making reference to His death and resurrection,
Jesus goes on to teach self-denial (Jn 12:25). True
worship is realisation of our unworthiness and His
supreme worth. It is realising our nothingness and His
being everything. It is saying no to self and yes to God. It
is surrender. It is submission. Aromatic worship is pouring
one’s life on the altar. It is readiness to do anything for
the Beloved of our soul. It is refusal to allow self come in
between.

Acceptable worship is following God whatever the cost.
Jesus continued, “If anyone serves Me, let Him follow
Me” (Jn 12:26). For Abraham worship meant going to a
mountain God would show him to offer up his son as a
burnt offering (Gen 22:2,5). That is the place of fellowship
with the Crucified. We will not return empty. “If anyone
serves Me, him My Father will honour.” Abraham returned
rejoicing with shouts of Jehovah-jireh! (Jn 8:56; Gen
22:14).

While speaking to Philip and Andrew these words of
self-denial and death, Jesus in His humanness suddenly
gets into soul agony thinking about what He was going to
suffer. He confessed, “Now My soul is troubled, and what
shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour?” (Jn 12:27).
Instead of giving place to worry, He goes up on worship:
“Father, glorify Your Name!” (v28). Friend, don’t waste
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your sorrows! Turn them into songs! You may not feel
like praising God in agonizing moments. But do it any-
way! You will then convert the Valley of Baca (weeping)
into the Valley of Berachah (blessing) (Psa 84:6; 2 Chr
20:26).UE

TUESDAY

3. “She gave all she had!”

Jesus called His disciples to Him and said to them,
“Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in
more than all those who have given to the treasury; for
they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty put in all she had, her whole livelihood” (Mk
12:43,44).

Giving our substance to God is one of the most practical
expressions of worship. “Money makes many things.”
“Money matters.” These are the maxims of mankind
regarding money. That’s why the Bible warns us that the
love of money is the root of all evil (1 Tim 6:10). Deliverance
from the love of money is as good as the salvation of soul.
It’s a “temptation” to overcome, a “snare” to escape, a
“foolishness” to avoid, a “harmful lust” to shun, a “des-
truction” to be dreaded, and a “perdition” to flee from (v9).

God gives us wealth and watches us how we use it.
Jesus purposely sat opposite the treasury and saw how
the people put money into it (Mk 12:41). The Church
records how much we give, but the Lord counts how much
is kept back. When what we keep back becomes less and
less we go higher and higher in the ladder of worship.
This truth was illustrated by the example of the
Macedonian Christians. Their “deep poverty” abounded
in the “riches of their liberality” (2 Cor 8:2). Commenting
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on this Paul says, “They gave themselves to the Lord!”
(v5). Pure worship! Sacrificial giving—that is, giving beyond
one’s ability (v3)—by one member or one section of the
Body of Christ invariably affects others causing more and
more thanksgiving to God! (2 Cor 9:11,12). No wonder
God falls in love with those who give with cheerfulness
and not by calculation (v7).

TUESDAY

4. “Why this waste?”

The Gospels record the worshipful acts of two women
both done on Tuesday. One was the poor widow and the
other was Mary. God perhaps in His sovereign wisdom
ordered these two events in order to encourage His Son
who was preparing Himself for the most cruel death.

We have heard and read enough and more of Mary’s
act of pouring very costly fragrant oil on Jesus (Mt 26:6-
13; Mk 14:3-9; Jn 11:2). But until and unless we
personally do something of this sort, we will not under-
stand the meaning of lavish worship. Can you remember
sacrificing something which was very dear and near to
you? Have you done anything for Jesus which has really
cost you? Are you constantly looking for ways by which
you can give God more than all the previous years of your
Christian life? Do you endeavour to do the unusual for
the Kingdom of God? Has a sense of dissatisfaction gripped
you that you have not done your best for God yet?

What appeared as “waste” for the guests at Simon’s
house was applauded as “worship” by the Chief Guest.
The fragrance of Mary’s perfume suppressed the flavour
of all the delicious dishes served on the table! However,
lavish worshippers will always be misunderstood by the



29

majority. It is due to its own lack of understanding of the
greatness of God and the preciousness of the Lord. Mary’s
theological knowledge was much deeper and more
practical than the close disciples of Jesus. It is possible
to follow Jesus and work for Him without a consuming
and passionate love for Him. Then it is mere work and
not worship.

This incident teaches us another lesson. We must never
delay whatever we desire to do for God. Jesus commended
Mary saying, “She has come beforehand to anoint My
body for burial” (Mk 14:8). When the other women brought
spices for the body of Jesus on the following Sunday, the
body was no more there because Jesus had risen! (Lk
24:1-3).

“God is not unjust to forget your work and labour of
love which you have shown toward His Name” (Heb 6:10).
Mary found a place in God’s Hall of Fame among worldwide
evangelists! (Mt 26:13).

THURSDAY

5. “Do this in remembrance of Me!”

The Lord’s Supper was not instituted primarily to
minister some blessings to the partakers. Rather it is
meant to be essentially an occasion of worship. The Lord’s
Table enables us to remember the Lord in a manner as
no other congregational exercise does. What’s recorded
in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke is interpreted
for us in Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthian Christians
(Mt 26:26-29; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:17-20; 1 Cor 11:23-
34). We celebrate the praises of God atleast in three ways
in the Holy Communion—
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First, we praise the Lord for His vicarious death (1 Cor
11:24-26). We thank Him for bearing our sins and carrying
our sicknesses on His body (Isa 53:4,5; 1 Pet 2:24). We
thank Him for shedding His blood to draw us near to God
and open the way to the Throne of Grace (Eph 2:13; Heb
10:19,20). We thank Him for establishing a new covenant
with us by which He will remember our sins no more
(Heb 8:10-12). This is the meaning of “proclaiming the
Lord’s death” (1 Cor 11:26).

Secondly, we thank the Lord for His Body, even the
Church (v 29). Paul concludes his explanation of the Lord’s
Supper with a call to believers to consider one another
(vv 33, 34). That is the meaning of “discerning” the Lord’s
Body. We recognize the fellow-believers as the members
of the same Body. The Body of Christ is the Bride of Christ.
To be a part of it is a privilege worth singing for all our
life. The greatest supper of all ages will be that of the
marriage of the Lamb of God (Rev 19:9). The Lord’s Supper
is a foretaste of that celebration (Mt 26:29).

Thirdly, we worship the Lord as the Soon-coming King
(1 Cor 11:26b). The Lord’s Table reminds us of Christ’s
ultimate victory over all enemies. We adore Him as the
King of kings and the Lord of lords.

The remembrance of the Lord around His table thus
brings atleast three of His functional aspects into focus
for our worship—The Lamb of God, the Lord of the Church,
and the Lord of the Nations.

Because the Lord’s Supper is meant to be an experience
of worship, there’s no prescription as to how often we
must celebrate it. The new-born Church had it almost
daily (Acts 2:42,46). And then it perhaps became a weekly
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affair (Acts 20:7). Now in many Churches it is only a
monthly practice. That’s one reason why it has become
more a ceremony than a celebration!

FRIDAY

6. “Father, into Your hands...”

The word Abraham used for the sacrifice of his son
Isaac was “worship” (Gen 22:2,5). The self-sacrifice of
Christ is the most supreme offering in history. When Jesus
commended His spirit into the hands of His Father, the
God of Heaven and Earth received worship that is
unparalleled. About this the Son of God had already said
in His farewell address when He left Heaven for earth,
“Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, but a body You
have prepared for Me” (Heb 10:5-7).

No worship is more sweet-smelling before the Throne
of God like the offering of our bodies as a living sacrifice
(Rom 12:1). This is the crowning lesson the death of Christ
teaches us (Eph 5:1,2). Also no other worship takes us so
close to the intimate presence of God. When Jesus gave
Himself up into the hands of the Father, the veil of the
Temple was torn in two from top to bottom (Lk 23:46; Mt
27:50,51). The Way into the Holiest was no more closed!

Offering of our bodies to God as a living sacrifice simply
means making every organ of our body available as an
instrument of righteousness so we may say no to all the
allurement of the unrighteous and ungodly systems of
the world (Rom 6:13,19). This is both a crisis experience
and an ongoing one. The Bible calls us to constantly
reckon ourselves to be dead to sin and alive to God (Rom
6:11). This will make every day of the week good. Good
Sunday, Good Monday,... Good Friday, Good Saturday!
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SUNDAY

7. Hallelujah! “He is risen!”

Nothing but resurrection makes a more glorious theme
for worship. Through resurrection God has made Jesus
both “Lord” and “Christ” (Acts 2:36). No other worship
chorus is more popular than this one—

He is Lord, He is Lord;
He is risen from the dead
And He is Lord;
Every knee shall bow,
Every tongue confess,
That Jesus Christ is Lord!

According to Matthew, when Jesus met His disciples
for the first time after resurrection, His Word of greeting
was, “Rejoice!” Their response is graphically stated as,
“They came and held Him by the feet and worshipped
Him” (Mt 28:9). Expressions of adoration!

Mary Magdalene thought she was talking to the
gardener. But when Jesus addressed her as “Mary”, she
instantly recognized Him and in excitement shouted,
“Rabboni!” Overwhelmed with joy she wanted to cling to
Him (Jn 20:15-17). Expressions of affection!

Then there was Thomas. When Jesus showed him His
wounds, he exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” (Jn
20:27,28). Expressions of amazement!

The resurrection of Jesus frees worship from formality
and excites us with a symphony of adoration, a spirit of
affection, and a sense of amazement. Resurrection makes
our hearts rejoice and our tongues glad (Acts 2:24-28).
We go on shouting Hallelujahs in His presence that’s
full of joy!
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4

Praise the Lord!

When Revival comes,
God’s people get their lives saturated
with praise and worship!

Many sermons have been preached on the subject of
“Prayer” from the Book of Acts. It will be unfortunate if
we miss the spirit of “Praise” and “Worship” of the early
Church.

Prayer is asking; praise is appreciating and acknow-
ledging. Prayer is pleading; praise is possessing. Prayer
prevails; praise hails.

There are atleast five important illustrations for praise
in the Book of Acts. It makes a study of practical interest.

1. Praise & Pentecost

It is right to say that the Church was born on the Day
of Pentecost. But the Day of Pentecost was born in Praise!
Praise in the first place did not follow Pentecost but it
preceded it! Pentecost enhances praise in the life of a
believer, but God has been demanding praise and worship
from the Old Testament saints also — the prepentecostals!
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Luke’s Gospel is introductory to the Book of Acts. Jesus
said, “Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you:
but tarry in the city of Jerusalem, until you are endued
with power from on high. And He led them out as far as
to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands, and blessed them,
And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven, And they
worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy: And were continually in the Temple, praising and
blessing God. Amen” (Lk 24:49-53).

What a wonderful preparation for Pentecost! Worship-
ping, praising and blessing! David worshipped God saying,
“You are holy, who inhabit the praises of Israel” (Psa 22:3).
The presence of God indwells the praise of God’s people.
Pentecost was a sudden and unusual manifestation of
God’s presence — in the physical and spiritual realm.
“Sound” ... “Wind” ... “Tongues like fire.”

What is Heaven? It is the very presence of God. Some-
one said, Prayer may take you to Heaven, but Praise brings
Heaven to you!

Praise helps for Pentecost, and Pentecost helps for
further praise. We meet the Spirit-baptized disciples
entering higher realms of praise. They were speaking “in
tongues” the “wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:11).

Joel, the Prophet of Pentecost, gives us these pre-
parations for Pentecost. Joel 2:21,23,28, “Fear not, O land;
be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will do great things... Be
glad then, you children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord
your God... And it shall come to pass afterward, that I
will pour out My Spirit on all flesh.” A praising Christian
enjoys a daily Pentecost! What an experience!
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2. Praise & Possession

Acts 2:47, “Praising God, and having favour with all
the people. And the Lord added to the Church daily those
who were being saved.” What was the secret of addition?
Adoration! The Church was adoring her Lord and the Lord
was adding to His Church! Does here perhaps lie the
reason why we don’t witness dramatic additions in our
Churches?

The congregations were so much freely flowing in praise
that even the latest convert was “walking and leaping” as
he was “praising God” (3:8,9). The congregation not only
heard beautiful sounds but they also had blessed sights!
“All the people saw him walking and praising God” (v9).

The praising Christians were possessing — person after
person, house after house, street after street, and now
the Temple itself. The Temple with its stereotype formal
services was suddenly captured by this Praise Band, and
the converts were congregating for rapturous worship!

The leaders of the traditional religion were  greatly upset
as these disciples were possessing too much too fast. They
threatened the disciples. But the disciples would not quit.
They would increase their praise for greater possessions!
Read 4:24-28. When their work was opposed they worried
not but worshipped. “Lord, You are God, who made heaven
and earth, and the sea, and all that is in them!” (v24).
Praise got these possessors into wider dimensions—
“heaven” ... “earth” ... “sea” ... “ALL that is in them!”

God is pleased with such possessing praise. He
honoured their worshipful and praise-filled possessive
prayer with a token of “shaking the place” (v31). It was a
sign of God’s answer. They were praising God to possess
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places — “Jerusalem... all Judaea... Samaria... the ends
of the earth!” (l:8). And God gave them a sign!

Prayer knows bounds; praise does not. Prayer many
times is limited to our capacity of asking. Our capacity of
asking is limited to our knowledge. Our knowledge is
limited. But praise surpasses and bypasses knowledge
as it encircles “the Lord of heaven and earth and sea and
all!”

An Old Testament example is illustrative here. We read
about the great victory of possession of God’s people under
King Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 20. “The children of
Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other
beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to
battle... And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek
the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah”
(vv 1-3). Here the fasting and prayer was because of fear!
He cried, “O our God, will You not judge them? for we
have no strength” (v12). At that time came the word of
the Lord through Jahaziel to pull out God’s people out of
“fearing and fasting.” “Thus says the Lord to you, Be not
afraid ... for the battle is not yours, but God’s” (v15). God’s
Word unto them was, “Set ... Stand ... See!” (v17). “Go
out” (vv 16,17).

It is wrong to be praying when it’s time to be praising.
Jehoshaphat was corrected. He stood up. He appointed
singers to the Lord, and they should PRAISE the beauty
of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say,
“Praise the Lord; for His mercy endures for ever” (v21).
Singers first; Soldiers next! This is God’s order for
possession! Retreat not fearing the boasting of hell. Rejoice
in the Lord at the beauty of holiness. Here is victory!
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Verses 25 and 26 speak of the possession resulting
from praise: “And when Jehoshaphat and his people came
to take away the spoil of them, they found among them in
abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious
jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than
they could carry away: and they were gathering the spoil
for three days because it was so much! And on the fourth
day they assembled in the valley of Berachah; for there
they blessed the Lord.”

The praising Christian will be a successful soulwinner,
and the praising Church will be possessor of the ends of
the earth.

3. Praise & Progress

Acts 13:1-3, “Now there were in the Church that was
at Antioch certain prophets and teachers. As they
ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed,
and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.” The
Amplified Bible renders it as, “While they were
worshipping the Lord...”

A new dimension was added to the ministry of the
Church at Antioch. It was already a functioning Church,
and as they continued in the spirit of praise the Lord of
the Harvest gave them new frontiers. There was progress
and promotion. Paul and Barnabas, as two of the five
prophets and teachers, were “promoted” as apostles
(14:l4). The local Church received a translocal vision.

Only to the extent of our ministry “to the Lord” will our
ministry “to the people” extend. Praise keeps off a minister
or ministry from stagnation. Praise keeps us flowing.



38

In a sense, Paul and Barnabas were the first
“missionaries” — those who were sent forth — of the early
Church. It is said that Missions are born in prayer. But
more correctly, they are born in praise!

Look at verses 2 and 3 again. First they were “praising
and fasting,” and after the Spirit gave them a plan they
began “fasting and praying.” This point was brought out
earlier in this message — Prayer is limited to our know-
ledge, but not praise. We see these ministers in Antioch
first in praise. After they received “the knowledge” — “the
plan” — they did specific praying. This is the right order
for steady and consistent expansion in any ministry.
Praise first and prayer next, and in between comes the
plan from Above.

I can testify that I received most of the plans and
programmes for the ministry of the Blessing Youth
Mission, which I was leading (1971-2003), while in the
spirit of praise and worship.

4. Praise & Prison

Praise brings victory in prison, pain or persecution.

Acts 16:25,26, “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed,
and sang praises to God; and the prisoners heard them.
And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately
all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains were
loosed.” “Suddenly ... immediately” — These are all results
of praise!

Another incident. 20:22-24, “I (Paul) go bound in the
spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things which might
happen to me there, except that the Holy Ghost witnesses
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in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me.
But none of these things move me, neither do I count my
life dear to myself, so that I might finish my course with
joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” Paul
lived in the realm of praise, so he could rise above the
prison, pain and persecution.

This was the experience of the Psalmist also as he
narrates in Psalm 84:4-7, “Blessed are those who dwell
in Your house; they will be still praising You. Blessed is
the man whose strength is in You, whose heart is set on
pilgrimage. As they pass through the Valley of Baca (=
weeping) they make it a spring; the rain also cover it
with pools. They go from strength to strength, every one
of them appears before God in Zion.”

Does this not depict the experience of joy in the Holy
Spirit? “Rain fills the pools!” Baca to Berachah! How? By
praise! God does allow His people to go through the Valley
of Baca. Valley of Weeping. But they should be “still
praising” Him! They should keep digging — a picture of
expectation, with praise! You do the digging, and God
does the filling. Deeper the digging greater the pouring.
Instead of filling the valley with tears you fill it with pools
of joy and the Holy Spirit rain. Exciting? This is the power
of praise!

5. Praise & Protection

Acts 27:22-24. “And now I (Paul) exhort you (the master
and owner of the ship) to be good of cheer: for there shall
be no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship.
For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose
I am, and whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; you must
be brought before Caesar; and God has given you all these
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who sail with you.” v35, “And when he had thus spoken,
he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of
them all; and when he had broken it, he began to eat.”

The hearts of the technicians were failing, but that of
our theologian was hailing! The ship masters heard the
noise of the angry waves, but Paul heard the voice of the
angelic words. There was an atmosphere of praise and
worship around Paul which the fellow passengers missed
not to witness. “In presence of them all!” Praise builds in
us and around us a sense and assurance of protection.

Meet Paul in the next chapter as he faces another
danger. 28:3-6, “And when Paul had gathered a bundle
of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper
out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. And when the
barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand,
they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a
murderer, whom, though he has escaped the sea, yet
justice does not allow him to live. But he shook off the
beast into the fire and felt no harm. However, they were
expecting that he would swell up or suddenly fall down
dead; but after they had looked a great while, and saw no
harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said
that he was a god.” Moving to verse I5, “And from there,
when the brothers heard of us, they came to meet us as
far as Appii Forum, and The Three Inns; whom when Paul
saw, he thanked God, and took courage.”

We meet such a person in the Old Testament also who
thanked God and took courage. He was Daniel. Daniel
6:10, “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed,
he went into his house; and his windows being open in
his chamber towards Jerusalem, he knelt on his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before
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his God, as he did aforetime.” Daniel was a man of
worship, a man of praise. King Darius referred to him
always so. v16, “Now the King spoke and said to Daniel,
Your God whom you serve continually, He will deliver
you.” See verse 20 also.

We have been often challenged to pray for mis-
sionaries, many times for their protection in a hostile
atmosphere or physically dangerous places inhabited by
wild animals, and poisonous insects. Let’s now learn to
praise God for their protection. Praise will release the
protecting powers of the angelic hosts on their behalf —
as it did in the case of Daniel (Dan 6:22). It is necessary
that we pray but prayer may be limited to our knowledge
of the dangers they face. On the other hand when we
climb up to praise it takes care of the dangers known and
unknown. Let’s learn this plus dimension in our lives.

Praise brings Power!
Praise claims Possession!
Praise helps Progress!
Praise opens Prisons!
Praise assures Protection!
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5

The Best out of Bible Meditation

When Revival comes,
God’s people find Bible meditation more delightsome
than any pastime!

The Word of God is so versatile that it is flamboyantly

described in the 55th chapter of Isaiah as the wine (v1)

because it gives delight (Prov 6:7); as milk (v1) because it

is a balanced food for all (1 Pet 2:2); as bread (v2) because

it sustains; as fat (v2) because it supplies enough and

surplus (Neh 8:10); as the rain (vl0) because it refreshes

and is a symbol of prosperity (Ezek 34:26,27); as the seed

(vl0) because of the hidden life and fruitfulness.

The more we think on the Word of God the more

elaborate will be its work in our inner man and more

enjoyable are the experiences it leads us to. If we but

learn the art of meditation, we shall never lack the wine,

milk, bread, fat, rain and seed in our life. Most of us live

in poverty because, in spite of our earnestness, we have

not learnt how to get the best out of Bible meditation.

Isaiah chapter fiftyfive gives us five counsels as to

“How?”
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1. Be thirsty, realising you need to learn.

“Ho, Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters” (v1).

If we can acknowledge that the saddest part of being
human is the depth of our ignorance, then we are thirsty.
But an assumption of omniscience is a bar to get God’s
best out of Bible meditation. A seasoned theologian works
to master the Bible; but a saintly Christian  weeps to be
mastered by the Bible. The former dissects it whereas the
latter digests it.

Mary sang praises to God that He filled the thirsty
with good things, but the rich He sent away empty (Lk
1:53). Jesus’ introduction to His world-famous Sermon
on the Mount was “thirst.” “Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled”
(Mt 5:6). We see Cornelius’ holy hunger in his expression
to Peter: “Now therefore we are all here present before
God, to hear all things which are commanded you by God”
(Acts 10:33). This is the only record in the New Testament
where the Spirit descended on the congregation even before
the sermon was ever over! Yes, the hungry and thirsty
shall be filled.

Thirst is enthusiasm, earnestness and expectation.
Dutiful reading of the Bible may desiccate you but a
delightful approach will drench you. Expect to find some-
thing enthusiastic as you earnestly turn its pages.

2. Stop seeking satisfaction in anything else.

“Why do you spend money for that which is not bread,
and your wages for that which satifies not? Listen diligently
to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself
in fatness” (v2).

Things of this world are attractive and they seemingly
promise satisfaction. But a practical Christian will testify
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that nothing satisfies him as does the Bible. God’s
complaint against His people is for their twin evils; “They
have forsaken Me the fountain of living waters,” and “hewn
themselves cisterns— broken cisterns, which can hold
no water” (Jer 2:13). God laments that His people have
stopped delighting in Him who is full and springing, but
gone after something worldly which will forever remain
empty. This is the meaning  hidden in Solomon’s wise
words, “Have you found honey? Eat so much as is
sufficient for you, lest you be filled with it, and vomit it”
(Prov 25:l6). Honeylike things can be God’s favour on you.
But overindulgence boomerangs.

Here is a practical illustration. “Withdraw your feet from
your neighbour’s house; lest he be weary of you, and so
hate you” (Prov 25:l7). How we crave to satisfy the inner
longing of our soul by friendship! Friendship has its
limitations but God’s Word can satisfy you immeasurably.
Another example: “It is not good to eat much honey: So
for men to search their own glory is not glory” (Prov 25:27).
People’s praises will never pay us paradise, rather pull us
down the sooner.

Prophed Jeremiah testified, “Your words were found,
and I ate them; and Your word was to me the joy and
rejoicing of my heart; for I am called by Your Name, O
Lord God of hosts. I sat not in the assembly of the mockers,
nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of Your hand” (Jer
15:16,17). Alone with God’s word is the secret of secreting
joy from His presence. Any other pastime is just boredom.

3. Seek to find the LORD in the Scriptures.

“Seek the Lord while He may be found, call on Him while
He is near” (v6).
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In meditation we must not seek for philosophical
principles but the Person of Christ. The Jews read,
meditated and memorised books from the Old Testament.
Though all the 39 books of the Old Testament pointed to
the Person of Jesus Christ, they missed Him! A. W. Tozer
says that we Christians should primarily be interested to
know the God of the Bible rather than the Bible of God.
“Search the Scriptures; for in them you think you have
eternal life: and they are those which testify of Me” (Jn
5:39). Jesus reprimanded the Jews as above because they
read the Scriptures for the “blessings” of eternal life but
missed the “Person.” He wanted to impress on them that
no blessing was independent of the Person of Christ.

That’s why we read in John 1:1, “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” What a lovely relationship! (vl4). “And the Word was
made flesh ... and we saw His glory.” In other words, the
Old Testament saints failed to see the glory of God because
they missed Christ! This might happen to us too! We may
turn to the Scriptures every morning to get a promise for
the day or some points for our sermon and yet miss the
Person. Beware! We are not to primarily look for the
blessings but meet the Blesser. Read the Bible to know
God. Search the Scriptures for a deeper revelation of
Christ. “The knowledge of the Holy One is true under-
standing” (Prov 9:10).

Meditation is meeting a Person. I had the privilege of
reading the walltext in Revivalist John Wesley’s prayer
closet. I forgot the exact words but there was something
like this: “In this room I meet God every morning; and
when I meet Him, what He tells me, is what I share with
people in the pulpit.” May we sometime in our life be able
to write the same over our prayer closets!
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4. Hate sin and seek holiness.

“Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous
man his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He
will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will
abundantly pardon” (v7).

Basically if there is no inward desire to hate sin and
grow in holiness, our Bible meditation will be in vain. Only
the one who “walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
stands not in the way of sinners, and sits not in the seat
of the scornful” can delight in God’s word and therefore
get the best out of meditation (Psalm 1). No going into the
joyous chamber of verse two of this Psalm without walking
through the long corridor of verse one.

Peter’s counsel is the same. “Wherefore laying aside
all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies and envies, and
all evil speakings, as new born babes, desire the sincere
milk of the Word, that you may grow thereby” (1 Pet 2:1,2).
Why do some remain dwarfs in spiritual life though their
Bible is well used? If you don’t set aside your lying, your
hypocrisy, your jealousy, your insulting language, then
the study of God’s Word cannot benefit you. Put an end to
all such evil habits and you will get the best out of Bible
meditation. You know why? Because the Holy Bible,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, written by holy men, calls for
holiness-seekers as readers. Meditation of the Scriptures
and motivation for saintliness go together.

5. Don’t try to fit God into your logic.

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” (vv 8,9).
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Man at his best is just a chicken brain. Let no man be
foolish to bring this huge great God into his finite under-
standing. God’s Word says, “Blessed is he who reads and
those who hear the words... and keep” (Rev 1:3). Note
that “to understand” is not a condition to be blessed.
Intelligent obedience is simple obedience without trying
to understand everything. God is never obliged to any man
to give explanation for all that He does, and so let’s not go
on asking, “Why?” “It is the glory of God to conceal a
thing” (Prov 25:2). Every time you come across a Scripture
passage you don’t understand, simply write on the margin,
“Glory.” As you grow, your Bible will explode with glories!
“The secret things belong to the Lord: but those things
which are revealed belong to us ... that we may do all the
words of this Law” (Dt 29:29). Have we obeyed all that He
has already revealed to us? !

Meet the intellectual giant Paul who will tell us about
God and His ways. “O the depth of the riches, both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments, and His ways past finding out !” (Rom
11:33). Impossible to analyse. “For who has known the
mind of the Lord ? or who has been His counsellor ? or
who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him
again?” (v35). Paul concludes wonderfully, “For of Him,
and through Him, and to Him, are all things” (v36). Where
are we in this picture? Nowhere!  This is God telling us,
“Look here, the circuit is complete without you! Don’t
assume you are somebody.” Take it. Paul’s “Amen” in Rom
11:36 concludes the matter and closes the chapter for
further discussion. So beloved, to get the best out of Bible
meditation we must learn to bypass our intellect.

If we follow these five instructions, we will own the
promise of verses 10-12, “As the rain comes down ... gives
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seed to the sower, and bread to the eater, so shall My
word be that goes forth out of My mouth: it shall not
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. For
you shall go out with joy and be led out with peace.”

A hymn by Anne Steele, 1716-1778:

Father of mercies, in Thy Word

What endless glory shines!

For ever be Thy Name adored

For these celestial lines.

Here may the blind and hungry come,

And light and food receive;

Here shall the lowliest guest have room,

And taste and see and live.

Here springs of consolation rise

To cheer the fainting mind;

And thirsty souls receive supplies,

And sweet refreshment find.

Here the Redeemer’s welcome voice

Spreads heavenly peace around;

And life and everlasting joys

Attend the blissful sound.

O may these heavenly pages be

My ever dear delight;

And still new beauties may I see,

And still increasing light.

Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,

Be Thou for ever near;

Teach me to love Thy sacred Word,

And view my Saviour there.
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6

Passion Week Proverbs

When Revival comes,
God’s people get a fresh understanding
of the sayings of Jesus!

Jesus was known for speaking proverbial and parabolic

language. A proverb is a short, pithy saying in frequent

and widespread use, expressing a well-known truth or

fact. A parable is a simple story illustrating a moral or

religious lesson. The discourses and the sermons of the

Lord Jesus as found in the Gospels abound with proverbs

and parables. Eventhough the proverbs quoted by Him

were not uncommon, the choice of them was unique. The

number of proverbs He used seems to be more towards

the end of His earthly life. With very little time left before

He would leave for Heaven, He used more and more

proverbs and parables to drive home hard lessons and

rich truths into the hearts of His listeners. Here is a

meditation of 10 proverbs He used during the Passion

Week, Palm Sunday to Good Friday. These last week

proverbs teach intensely practical lessons to us who are

living in the last days.
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1. Bathing & Washing

“He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is
completely clean” (Jn 13:10).

Footwashing is literally practiced in certain Christian
assemblies. Without the footwashing ceremony they will
not have the breadbreaking service. They would even insist
that breaking of bread should be done only in the evening
because it is the Lord’s “supper” — not breakfast or lunch!
Discussing the validity of such views is beyond the scope
of this article. I would like to focus on the spiritual
meaning of footwashing.

Through the use of this proverb (Jn 13:10), Jesus
wanted to teach His disciples the difference between
bathing and washing. He said that there was no need for
them to bathe again. What was necessary was just wash-
ing of the feet. This beautifully illustrates the difference
between Justification and Sanctification. Justification is
comparable to bathing. It’s an instant cleansing by the
blood of Jesus. It’s total. This cleansing by the Blood
makes saints out of sinners instantly. “He who is bathed
is completely clean!” There’s no sin against him in God’s
record. The depth of God’s love has thrown his sins into
the depths of the sea; its breadth has removed them as
far as the east is from the west; its length has put them
behind God’s back; and its height has caused them
disappear like clouds.

After we are justified or born again or regenerated, it is
likely that in our daily “walk” our “feet” become dirty.
Because we are sheep and no more pigs, we don’t
voluntarily and willingly walk into the gutter. Because
the seed of God now remains in us we cannot happily
and habitually commit sin (1 Jn 3:9). The only person
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who walked on the sin-stained earth without soiling his
feet was Jesus. If we say we have no sin we deceive
ourselves. We need daily footwashing by the blood of Jesus
and the water of the Word of God.

Peter was known for extremes like some Christians.
Either they would keep shouting, “Once Saved, Always
Safe,” and would not bother about frequent self-
examination and cleansing. Or, everytime they commit
sin they would go on a guilt-trip as if they had lost their
salvation, and pray to be born again “again.” Jesus rightly
said, “No bathing again; only washing!” Justification is
an one-time event, a crisis experience, never to be
repeated; whereas sanctification is a moment-by-moment
ongoing process which gets over only at the hour of final
glorification.

2. Gnat & Camel

“You strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!” (Mt 23:24).

Jesus used this proverb in His last sermon while
rebuking the hypocritical religion of His day which
emphasized the externals and evaded the essentials.
Gnats were perhaps smallest among flies. The camel was
the largest land animal in Palestine and ritually unclean.

Jesus is seen terribly angry in the entire 23rd chapter
of Matthew. He pronounces “woe” atleast eight times. He
addressed the religious leaders as “hypocrites, blind
guides and fools.” Today’s Christianity is not much
different from the Jewish religion of Christ’s day. We can
only follow what our leaders preach and not what they
practise (Mt 23:3). The leaders are hard on people but
soft on themselves (v4). They wear special dresses for
recognition (v5). They are after titles and positions (vv
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6-12). When the leaders stop growing in the things of
God, they would block the growth of the people also (v13).
Preachers rob widows and the suffering using their prayers
(v14). Pastors are more anxious about the numerical
growth of their congregations than the spiritual health of
the members (v15). Rituals and traditions are more
important than realities and truth (vv 16-22). Pastors will
be displeased with believers who don’t pay tithes, but
they will not motivate them for social work and charity
(v23). And so on.

If Jesus were here to preach in our Churches, I imagine
He would say something like this: “Woe to you hypocrites!
You think that flash photography and video shooting
inside the Church building will desecrate it, but you seek
police protection for your committee meetings! ... Woe to
you hypocrites! You preach against wearing of jewels, but
you hoard money in banks for three generations!...”

The “touch-not,” “taste-not” and “handle-not” religion
is alien to New Testament Christianity (Col 2:21). Even
though the Israelites had come out of Egypt, Egypt had
not come out of them. So it is with us. Christ has delivered
us from the law and brought us into His glorious liberty
through His death (Gal 5:1). But we are still embracing
legalism and living the Old Testament life in the New
Testament era. Legalism blinds us so much that we cannot
see even a big animal like camel! We would be living in
self-deception that we are so strict even about a matter
so small as a gnat!

3. Hen & Chicks

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! How often I wanted to gather
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, but you were not willing!” (Mt 23:37).
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Jesus concluded His last sermon with this lamentation.
He used this image of hen and chicks to explain divine
patience. God is never in haste. Especially in His dealings
with people He is graciously patient. He is called the “God
of Patience” (Rom 15:5). None of us can survive if God is
impatient with us as we are with one another. At the same
time we cannot take His patience for granted and go on
in our own ways. The Jews were guilty of misunder-
standing the patience of God. Apostle Paul warned them
sternly, “Do you despise the riches of God’s goodness,
tolerance and patience, not realising that the kindness of
God should lead you to repentance?” (Rom 2:4).

Jerusalem was called the “perfection of beauty” and
the “joy of the whole world” (Lam 2:15b). But she always
had her enemies. Her safety was under the wings of
Jehovah (Psa 17:8; 36:7). Her prosperity was because of
the warmth of His fellowship. She despised it by rejecting
God’s message that came to her through prophets and
wise men. She heaped for herself false prophets and
teachers who would speak to her taste. She was not willing
to listen to those who preached what she needed but only
what she wanted. She not only kicked away true messages
from God but also killed truthful messengers. Jesus
warned the Jerusalemites that God’s patience was
running out as they were martyring one by one every true
messenger of God, A to Z (Abel to Zechariah) (Mt 23:35)!

The hen calls the chicks at the distant sight of an eagle.
Safe are the ones which run into the mother’s wings.
Others will be easily snatched away. Our safety is only in
immediate and implicit obedience to the mildest whisper
of the Spirit of God. We will face no danger in our lives
which God has not warned us of. When we commit
ourselves to walk in obedience to God, He will check even
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the slightest deviation (Isa 30:21). Keeping our ears
sensitive and our hearts soft before God is the surest way
to crush Satan in our lives (Rom 16:19,20). Hardening
our hearts will lead to sudden self-destruction (Prov 29:1).
God waits patiently till the “cup of iniquity” overflows!
(Gen 15:16). Let’s not mistake it.

4. Builders & Cornerstone

“The stone which the builders rejected has become the
chief cornerstone!” (Mt 21:42).

As a building engineer I have heard this statement made
in various forms and occasions by masons. Looking for
an ideally shaped stone they would keep rejecting one
after the other. Finally they would settle for the best among
the rejected ones! Jesus saw Himself as a rejected stone.
Prophet Isaiah portrayed Him as “a Man of sorrows...
despised and rejected by men” (Isa 53:3).

None of us who truly follow the crucified Saviour can
escape the cross of rejection. No man is fully accepted
until he is totally rejected. Joseph was rejected but finally
crowned. David was despised but finally enthroned. Jesus
was rejected and despised by relatives and religionists.
The world still hates Him. He has forewarned us, “If the
world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated
you” (Jn 15:18). Apostle John repeated this warning, “Do
not marvel, my brothers, if the world hates you” (1 Jn
3:13). Apostle James went one step further when he wrote,
“Whoever wants to be a friend of the world makes himself
an enemy of God” (Js 4:4b).

It was not an exaggeration when Paul testified, “We
bless those who curse us. We are patient with those who
abuse us. We respond gently when evil things are said
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about us. Yet we are treated like the world’s garbage, like
everybody’s trash—right up to the present moment” (1
Cor 4:12,13). At the same time it is possible we antagonize
the world by unsocial gestures and lack of wisdom. This
is wrong. Jesus grew in favour with men, didn’t He? (Lk
2:52). The message here is that an evil world will not love
a good Abel; an unrighteous world will not applaud a
righteous Noah; a licentious world will not tolerate a
virtuous Joseph; a corrupt religion will not accomodate a
sincere Jeremiah; an immoral ruler will not garland a
forthright John the Baptist; and a world sold out to sin
will not embrace us if we stand against sin.

The context of this proverbial passage teaches another
valuable lesson. Jesus speaks about a vineyard (Mt 21:33-
41). God’s serious view of fruitlessness in the lives of His
people is vividly illustrated here. Jesus concluded, “The
Kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a
nation that will produce proper fruit” (v 43). When God’s
own people fail Him, He bypasses them to work with a
people “who are not a nation” (Rom 10:19). In other words,
the gentiles —the non-Jews—who are rejected by the Jews
have become the living stones with which the Holy Spirit
builds the temple of God (Eph 2:17-22). If we keep on
disappointing God, we only will be the losers.

5. Falling & Crushing

“Whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on
whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder” (Mt 21:44).

After speaking about the rejected stone becoming the
chief cornerstone, Jesus made the above statement. The
stone obviously refers to Himself. Jesus is the “stumbling
stone” and the “rock of offense” (Rom 9:33; Isa 8:14a).
Here’s a lesson of immense practical value: Never work
against God!
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The Lord brought down Paul the religious zealot from

his arrogance and pride, and blinded him to teach him

the painful truth: “It is hard for you to kick against thorns”

(Acts 9:5). Eventhough Paul had studied under Professor

Gamaliel, he had not understood this truth properly. For

Gamaliel the guiding principle in ambiguous situations

was, “If this plan or this work is of men, it will come to

nothing; but if it is of God, you will not be able to stop it.

You may even find yourselves fighting against God”

(Acts 5:34,38,39).

God has raised so many ministries these days at the

finishing stage of world evangelisation. Some are

independent ministries and some institutional. In our

fallen nature, each of us thinks that our ministry is better

than all the rest! If we do not correct this thinking, we

would go about finding fault with everyone. The “speck”

in other ministries will look to us bigger than the “girder”

in our own! I had the same spirit in the early years of my

ministry. When the Cross of Christ worked deeply in me,

I began to change. I started appreciating the good in

others. I resisted the impulsive behaviour to jump to quick

conclusions. I became aware of the weaknesses in my

own life and ministry, and started weeping in secret. I

concluded, “There is no perfect minister or ministry in

Christendom. All have pluses and minuses, strengths and

weaknesses. We must build others and not break them.

If I claim to be an apple of God’s eye, the preacher with

whom I disagree also is an apple of God’s eye— His other

eye! I must not work against God—even unawares. God

is a Rock. I must not dash against it and break my head;

nor should I be crushed by it !”
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6. Sword & Sword

“All who use the sword will die by the sword” (Mt 26:52).

Jesus was always a Teacher. Even at the hour of horror
and agony, He made it a point to teach timeless truths to
His disciples. O how much the Lord was concerned about
the future life and ministry of His disciples! Peter might
have been wondering what the use of the sword was if it
had not been used! After all it was Jesus Himself who
had urged the disciples to buy swords even if they had to
sell their clothes to mobilize money for it ! (Lk 22:36).

Vengeance is God’s (Rom 12:19; Dt 32:35a; Heb 10:30).
Vengeance is right, but we humans are incapable of
handling it (Lev 19:18). Sooner we learn this, fewer will
be the casualties and less the losses in the Kingdom of
God. It was perfectly natural and logical for a disciple to
hit the enemy who lays hand on his master. That’s what
Peter did. But Jesus wouldn’t allow even that. When God’s
word does not permit us to use a sword even against an
enemy, how can we ever use it against another child of
God or His servant?

David did not earn the title of “Man-after-God’s-own-
heart” easily. God was not playing favoritism with him.
When David secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe at the
prompting of his men, “David’s heart troubled him.” He
said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do this
thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, to stretch out
my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the
Lord” (1 Sam 24:1-7).

A secret information one has about his brother is a
sword. “Put it in its case!” (Mt 26:52a). Dr. Herbert Lockyer
(1886-1984), one of the most voluminous Christian writers
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from England, in his book, The Sins of Saints, writes,
“Those who are jealous of the abilities of others often settle
for assassination of character.” Dr. W. L. Watkinson
asserts, “The lives of the most gifted and delightful of
mankind have been blasted by envy. It seems to vitiate
the whole creation.”

Next time you are tempted to lift a sword against a
brother, pause a while, look yonder! You will see “a ram
caught by its horns in a bush!” (Gen 22:13). Remind
yourself of Paul’s challenge: “Who shall bring a charge
against God’s elect? Who is he who condemns? It is Christ
who died and is pleading for us” (Rom 8:33,34).

7. Tree & Wood

“If they do these things in the green tree, what will be
done in the dry wood?” (Lk 23:31).

“Jesus suffered for us so we need not suffer!”—This is
one of the most popular sayings shouted from modern
pulpits. The Biblical illiterates from pews respond to this
with shouts of “Hallelujah!” How much Satan has deceived
us! How far he has taken us from divine predictions and
revelations! Televangelism literally thrives on this stuff.
By the time the listeners and viewers realize the fallacy of
this teaching and that they are disillusioned, it’s already
too late. God, have mercy on us, this generation, as we
try to find alternate routes for the way of the Cross!

All Christians are called to suffer with and for Christ
(2 Tim 2:11,12; Phil 1:29). Suffering is in the eternal plan
of God. In history Christ died 2000 years ago. But
according to God’s calendar, Christ was slain even before
the creation of the world. This event of eternity past will
be the song of eternity future (Rev 13:8). According to
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Jesus, Christian life will be one of suffering from
commencement to consummation. That’s why He spoke
about “daily cross” with reference to discipleship (Lk 9:23).

The “green tree vs. dry wood” analogy refers to the ill-
treatment we will receive from men. The Jews once said
to Jesus, “You have a demon!” (Jn 8:52a). What did they
mean when they told Him, “We were not born out of
wedlock”? (v41). Were they indirectly hitting at how He
was conceived before His mother got married? His own
brothers and sisters once commented, “He is out of His
mind” (Mk 3:21). If folks could say such things about the
Son of God who committed no sin in thought, word or
deed, why are we upset at the mildest verbal abuse? Most
of Christ’s sayings were misunderstood, though He was
wisdom personified and He spoke not a single word more
or less than what was necessary. Can we then escape the
cross of misunderstanding?

Nothing is more hurting than when a man’s own family
folks become his foes. But sometimes we cannot escape
this also (Mt 10:36). “Wounds from friends” are another
tragedy (Zech 13:6). How would you feel if someone like
Judas whom you trusted with money betrayed you for
money? How would you feel if someone like Peter whom
you promoted to cabinet rank denied and cursed you?
How would you feel when someone like John whom you
loved most deserted you when you needed him most?

8. Wheat & Chaff

“Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that
he may sift you like wheat” (Lk 22:31).

Of the 12 disciples, as per the record, Simon alone
was picked up to be tossed so much by Satan. The
condition today seems to be different. Almost every sincere
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child of God, at some time or other in his life, goes through
such a trying experience. There are several lessons we
can learn from what happened to Peter.

Satan obtained permission from Christ to attack Peter.
He did so in the case of Job also (Job 1:12; 2:6). Nothing
happens to us without the knowledge and permission of
the Lord Omniscient and Omnipotent. This realisation is
our greatest strength and sustainer at the hour of crisis.
God has taught us to call on Him in the day of trouble so
He would deliver us (Psa 50:15). But He knows about our
situation before our lips utter the first syllable in prayer.

Sifting of wheat is not over with a single stroke. It’s
done repeatedly and that in quick succession. So also
with trials. They come over us like wave after wave. We
know how soon a cock crows a second time after the first.
Peter was tempted atleast thrice within that short time to
disown his Lord. In Job’s case even while someone would
be “just reporting” a death or a loss, the next news of this
sort would reach him (Job 1:16,17,18). A Tamil proverb
says, Wounded leg would be wounded again!

God is not silently watching us from a distant Heaven
doing nothing. Having granted permission to Satan, the
Lord went on with His ministry of intercession for His
friend. Our troubles may be innumerable. We will be
constantly bombarded by men and our own minds with
the question, “Where is your God?” (Psa 42:3,10). But
those who have walked frequently through the valley of
darkness and death know, “God is a very present help in
trouble” (Psa 46:1b). This entire Psalm is worth
memorizing.

Sifting of wheat is just a means of purification. It is to
separate the genuine wheat from the chaff and the other
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items that had got mixed in with it. We need to get rid of
so much of useless stuff from our lives. The weight of
habitual and chronic sins needs to be removed from us
so we may run the race victoriously (Heb 12:1). If handled
rightly, no trial would leave us without net profit (Heb
12:10,11). Simon Peter in the very first chapter of his
first letter speaks of “various trials” as a fire which purifies
our golden faith! (1 Pet 1:6,7). After Satan’s sifting, Peter
was promoted in ministry (Lk 22:32b).

9. Shepherd & Sheep

“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered”
(Mt 26:31; Zech 13:7).

Though all Christians will have to pass through trials
and tribulations, those in Christian ministry and
leadership will be the primary target of the devil. We don’t
remove a tree by plucking off leaves or cutting off
branches. The axe will be laid at the “root” of the tree!
Having been in Christian leadership for over three
decades, I would say that those in leadership positions
must not be envied but pitied. Godly leaders never came
up to their positions by their choice or grabbing of seats.
More often than we think, God puts them there more or
less by compulsion. He would not accept their excuses to
assume such responsibilities (Ex 4:10-13; Jer 1:4-8).

Constant weight of responsibilities, sleepless nights due
to pressures and problems, frequent travels, hectic
schedule, pressures due to unrealistic expectations of
people, non-cooperation and strife among coworkers,
challenges and threats from the enemies of the gospel,
financial strain, family problems, repeated temptations
and scores of such things tire the leaders physically,
exhaust them mentally and drain them spiritually. No
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wonder even champions like Prophet Elijah cried, “It is
enough! Lord, take my life!” (1 Ki 19:4).

The Strike-the-Shepherd operation of Satan has
gathered momentum in these last days. Every other
preacher is ill with some chronic disease. God’s servants
meeting with frightful accidents is no more a surprise.
Family conflicts and moral failures are commonplace.
Corruption is rampant. Only now the people are
understanding that preachers and leaders are not angels
but just human. Preachers have prayed enough for people.
It’s now the people’s turn to pray for the preachers. Give
yourself to preventive praying for those in ministry and
leadership. Pray that God may protect them from
defilement, diseases, divisions, dangers and depression.
Prevention is better than cure!

The cross of loneliness is the heaviest for leaders. The
closest disciples were fighting for prominence and
positions while Jesus was preparing to drink the cup of
bitterness. They slept off when He was sweating blood.
Even the guardian angels were absent for a while. It
appeared to Jesus on the Cross that God  also had
forsaken Him. Paul mourned, “All forsook me” (2 Tim
4:16). Dear friends, do all that’s possible to encourage
the leaders, refresh them and support them. If they do
well, you only will be the beneficiary.

10. Carcass & Eagles

“Wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be
gathered together” (Mt 24:28).

Jesus used this proverb in connection with His return
and the gathering of His saints from all over the world.
Unfortunately the Church is ignored today by the society.
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We Christians also suffer from a minority complex. As I
write this article on 19 March 2003, the global attention
is on the World Cup cricket match in South Africa and
the possible Gulf War. Think of a day when Jesus Christ
and His Church would be the talk of the world! That would
be the headlines of newspapers and TV news!

Talking about Cricket and War, we don’t know who
would win. But in our case, victory is preassured. Jesus
will win! His saints will receive the Kingdom! Here comes
Daniel with the sure word of prophecy: “The sovereignty,
power, and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven
will be given to the holy people of the Most High. They
will rule forever, and all rulers will serve and obey them”
(Dan 7:27).

John the forerunner of Christ for His first coming could
not have access to the pulpit of the organized religion. He
did not feel bad about it. He was a man from God, and he
had a message from God. That was good enough for him.
He went to the banks of Jordon and started to preach.
People cared the less for the High priests Annas and
Caiaphas and went to listen to John (Lk 3:2,3). After
sometime the Pharisees and Sadducees also went to hear
him (Mt 3:7). Where the carcass is, there the eagles will
fly! The world of religion, economics and politics is in
utter confusion. The need of the hour is men from God
with a message from God. Anything else is secondary.
Only such men can take the world back to God! Will you
accept this challenge?
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When Revival comes,
God’s people relish time with Him
more than that with people!

7

Prayer: Duty to Delight

More often it is a negative sense of duty that pushes
us to pray rather than a positive sense of delight. We incite
because we have not prayed than invite joyfully to bow
our heads. The Biblical approach to the subject is very
positive, emphasising a joyful communication with
Heaven.

“Even them I will bring to My holy mountain, and make
them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings
and their sacrifices will be accepted on My altar; for My
house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations”
(Isa 56:7).

How to turn prayer from duty to delight is an evasive
question, but with God’s promise to make us joyful in His
house of prayer it can become our euphoric experience.
Five important principles lead us to this.

1. Feed on the promises of prayer possibilities.

One of the subjects on which the Bible really exhausts
itself with promises is prayer. That is the beginning of



65

Christian experience. Ananias was scared to meet the
ferocious fellow Paul, but God assured him with a proof
of his conversion, saying, “Behold, he is praying” (Acts
9:11). Prayer is the cry of the newborn signifying life.

If your prayer does not rise above just a mere duty,
start searching for promises of prayer possibility from
Genesis to Revelation. Much sooner than you think, you
will be found on your knees praising God and praying.

To cite a few —

Matthew 6:6, “... When you pray, enter into your closet,
and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who is in secret shall
reward you openly.”

The first lesson on prayer given by Jesus Christ is
concerning secret prayer. “The secret of praying is praying
in secret,” said a man of God. Here Jesus Christ promises
great possibilities. Your open reward will astound people.
Folks will learn that it is not a matter of luck but the look
from Above on you in your prayer closet that grants
miracles in your life.

Jesus explains prayer as an exercise in Matthew 7:7,
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened to you. “ Prayer is Asking,
Seeking and Knocking, that is A-S-K !

Why does Jesus so strongly recommend asking ? “For
everyone who asks receives.” In other words, “Everyone
who asks is receiving, so why don’t you ask?” was His
logic! Profoundly simple and simply profound, isn’t it?
Prayer is as high and as great as God. You may ask for
the sky, but that is even small in His sight and bounty.
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“If you being evil know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more your Father in heaven will
give good things to those who ask Him,” asked Jesus in
verse 11. We have in heaven a Father who wants always
to give. Not a brother who may possibly deny, but a Father!
Take hold of Him in prayer.

Look at another promise in James 5:16, “The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elias was
a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed
earnestly that it might not rain; and it rained not on the
earth for three years and six months. And he prayed again,
and heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her
fruit.” This prayer passage teaches us not to look at Bible
characters as superstars. Elias was a man with feelings,
weaknesses, defects and failures just like us! And he could
shut up the heavens and put the key into his pocket for
3½ years—the key of prayer. After 3½ years he demons-
trated before the panicked people the power of prayer. Let
us take courage today!

During the earthly life of Jesus, God honoured His
prayer life. Three references from Luke’s Gospel stand
out—

Luke 3:21, “Now when all the people were baptized, it
came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying,
the heaven was opened.”

Luke 9:28-31, “And it came to pass about eight days
after these sayings, He took Peter and John and James,
and went up to a mountain to pray. And as He prayed the
appearance of His face was altered, and His robe was white
and glistening. And, behold, there talked with Him two
men, who were Moses and Elijah.”

Luke 22:41-43, “And He was withdrawn from them
about a stone’s throw and knelt down, and prayed, saying,
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Father, if You be willing, remove this cup from Me;
nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done. And there
appeared an angel to Him from heaven, strengthening
Him.”

These three instances portray the opening of the heaven,
by a river, upon a mountain and in a garden— representing
our experiences in all walks of life! At the commencement,
during the course and at the conclusion of His ministry!
He has left behind us a treasury of prayer to imitate.

So in order to change prayer from duty to delight, we
must meditate on such prayer passages.

2. Maintain a clear conscience at all times.

1 John 3:20, “If our heart condemns us, God is greater
than our heart, and knows all things. Beloved, if our heart
condemns us not, then we have confidence towards God.
And whatever we ask, we receive from Him...”

Most of us are tortured by heart condemnation—
needlessly. Because, if any man sins we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ, who will intercede on our
behalf. The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. You cannot commit a sin too great for
the blood of Jesus to cleanse! Keep your conscience
always under the cleansing stream of Immanuel’s blood.

Maintain a clear conscience before men too. James 5:16,
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another.” So before prayer comes confession and cleansing
of our conscience. Without reconciliation, prayer becomes
a routine than a rejoicing.
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Listen to the testimony of an Old Testament saint. Dan
6:22, “My God has sent His angel, and has shut the lions’
mouths, that they have not hurt me: for as much as before
Him innocency was found in me; and also before you, O
King, have I done no harm!” Here is a man who has
maintained his conscience clear before God and his boss.
The one who keeps his conscience clear by maintaining
his vertical and horizontal relationships right and straight,
always delights in praying. If you find your prayer life today
a drudgery than a delight, check!

3. Saturate prayer with thanksgiving and praise.

Envelope, enclose and punctuate your prayer with
praise. “Jesus said to them, It is written, My house shall
be called the house of prayer... out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings, You have perfected praise” (Mt 21:13-16).

“Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God” (Phil 4:6). Prayer and supplication
must be wrapped in thanksgiving and praise before they
are sent to God.

“Continue in prayer and watch in the same with
thanksgiving” (Col 4:2). Our prayer life must be baptized
in praise! If you keep on praising you never grow tired of
praying. Praying is asking, but praising is acknowledging
and accepting the answer in advance. Most of us know to
pray, but few to praise.

Paul and Silas were praying and singing praises to God
in prison. After the decree was signed, Daniel, as he did
earlier, knelt down three times a day and prayed, and
gave thanks. Saturate your prayer with praise, and you
will find prayer delightful.
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4. Lean on Christ and the Holy Spirit.

We are ably assisted by Christ and the Spirit. Both
from the place of despatch and at the place of receipt we
have Persons to intercede on our behalf — Holy Spirit on
earth and Jesus Christ in heaven! We have a powerful
transmission of our prayer from earth by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and a powerful reception up in heaven by the
Lord Jesus Christ ! What a perfect provision! And both of
Them are our Comforters. They consider our prayers
important.

See how Christ intercedes for us. Hebrews 4:14-16,
“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, who has
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our profession.” He was laying the road for our
prayers to go through the heavens to the Heaven. Why?
Because in between Heaven and earth are many heavens
which are occupied by the powers of darkness. These are
those which blocked the answers to Daniel’s prayer.
Michael the archangel had to fight them and release the
answer to Daniel. Both when our prayers go up and the
answers come down, there’s fight against the principalities
and powers. But Jesus paved the way through the heaven-
lies, so much so, we have a thorough and through access!

“Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of Grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace, to help in time
of need” (v16). “He is able also to save them to the uttermost
who come to God by Him, seeing He ever lives to make
intercession for them... made higher than heavens”
(7:25,26). “Having therefore, brothers, boldness to enter
into the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living
way ...” Therefore, “Let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith” (10:19-22).
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Believe and appropriate the glorious interceding
ministry of the Holy Spirit. Romans 8:26 says that the
Spirit helps us by interceding with groanings when we
don’t know what to pray. It is when we do not know what
or how to pray that the Holy Spirit fully takes over.

5. Expect the answer in God’s way in God’s time!

Jesus committed His prayer in Gethsemane to the will
of God, though He prayed as He desired. Pray as you desire,
but expect the answer God’s way. And learn to wait for
God’s time. The Bible says in Hebrews 10:36, “You have
need of patience, that after you have done the will of God,
you might receive the promise.” Having accomplished the
will of God in the matter concerned and prayed for the
same, do wait to hear from Above. Delays are not denials
but they help delightful developments! Keep singing —

Have Thine own way, Lord,

Have Thine own way!

Thou art the Potter, I am the clay!

Mould me and make me after Thy will,
While I am waiting,

Yielded and still.

—Adelaide A. Pollard, 1862-1934
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8

Praying for Revival Camps

When Revival comes,
the prayers of God’s people are Kingdom-oriented
rather than self-centred!

It is customary to hold fasting prayers and intercessions
before Revival Camps and Conventions. And it is right in
these preparatory meetings to acknowledge our absolute
dependence on God. However we spend an inordinate
time, in these sessions, praying for the mundane than
the most important matters. Praying for temporal needs
like the hall or pandal arrangements, audiovisual
equipments, food requirements, safe travel and
comfortable stay of participants, climatic condition, etc,
are surely okay, but the Lord would rather have us correct
our focus of prayer to “seek first His Kingdom and His
Righteousness.” In His perception it is the “pagans” who
seek primarily these material and financial needs (Mt 6:31-
33). Note how the Lord gives us this correction and
emphasis after teaching earlier in the same chapter the
Model Prayer (vv 9-13). Only one out of the seven things
in the Lord’s model Prayer pertains to our physical needs.
The first three are about “His” things—His Name, His
Kingdom and His Will. The last three are about our
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“spiritual” needs— forgiveness, victory over temptation
and deliverance from evil. So let us here meditate on what
we ought to “primarily” pray for in the preparatory prayer
gatherings we hold prior to our Conferences.

1. Expectation of the Delegates

To a large extent among God’s children today there is
no hunger and thirst for God and things pertaining to
His Kingdom. Instead, there prevails—what the Scripture
refers to as “lukewarm” state—a worldly mentality, a
spiritual dullness and stagnation. Except there be a
hunger and an expectation among the delegates nothing
would really happen.

Jesus said, “Those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness will be filled” (Mt 5:6). Are our desires and
dreams not about riches, all day and night?

God’s promise in Isaiah 44:3 is, “I will pour water on
him who is thirsty and floods on dry ground…My Spirit
on your descendants…My blessing on your offspring.” Pray
that the heartcry of every delegate would be, “O Lord,
won’t You please enrich my heart that is so dry and my
life so barren?” Let us not forget that the Lord will send
away empty the rich and the self-satisfied, who say to
themselves, “I’m alright !”

We may invite many to our meetings, but the Lord’s
call is only to those who are thirsty. The Scriptures close
with the words, “He who thirsts, let him come; he who
desires, let him take freely the waters of Life” (Rev 22:17).
So our prayer should be, “Lord, create in all delegates a
heart of hunger and thirst for You. In the same way, may
no one with such a yearning be left uninvited by oversight.
May our meeting halls overflow with such delegates.”
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Jerusalem was crowded; for the annual eight-day Feast
of Tabernacles was on full swing with great festivity and
rituals. But the spiritual hunger of the multitude was
unrequited. So on the final day of the Feast, Jesus
“shouted out” His call: John 7:37-39, “Let him who thirsts
come unto Me and drink.” The situation must change
that obtains today, where only a hundred or so of a
thousand who come to the Camp have any hunger. Pray
fervently that every  delegate may cry out, “O Lord, please,
change me to be like You.”

Cornelius was a Gentile and not a Jew, yet the spiritual
thirst he had puts us to shame. Regular family prayer,
generous giving to the poor and constant personal prayers
added to his innate godly fear (Acts 10:2). Yet none of
that satisfied him. It is satisfaction thats leads to
complacency. Cornelius would have oft sung,

Draw me nearer, nearer,
Nearer blessed Lord!

Hear him say to the Preacher, “It is good that you have
come. We are all gathered here in God’s presence to listen
to all that He has commanded you to tell us” (v33). We
must pray: “Lord, may all the delegates echo a similar
desire in their lips and hearts before each session.”

Jeremiah 4:3 describes the how of preparation prior to
the ministry of God’s Word: “Thus says the Lord: Do not
sow among thorns; break up your fallow ground.” We may
think it is only natural that some seed will fall among
thorns during the sowing. The Parable of the Sower that
Jesus spoke is with reference to “evangelism.” But we are
here meditating on what is relevant to “revival” camps.
Not about evangelism among unbelievers but the ministry
of edification among believers. True that the messages in
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these meetings should break, melt and mould the hearts;
but it is essential that even before coming to the prog-
ramme the hearts of the hearers should to an extent be
tilled and readied for the seed of the Word.

God who anoints the lips of the speakers must open
the ears of the listeners too (Psa 40:6). As much as the
Camp organizers need to pray for the participants, the
participants themselves must be encouraged to prepare
and pray for a softening of their hearts well before coming
to the Camp. If travel readiness takes months of pre-
paration, is not heart readiness more important?

We pointed out, “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst after righteousness.” Whatever might be “our” part
in this longing, it’s the Lord who creates in us an appetite.
“It is God who works in you to will and to do…” (Phil
2:13). So there is no go except to prostrate ourselves before
the Throne of Grace and plead for this need of expectation
in the hearts of the delegates.

2. Exposition of the Word

In the previous point we noted the essential need to
pray for the delegates. Next, we need to pray for the
servants of God who would bring forth God’s message.
When we pray for them, we often limit ourselves with ‘an
umbrella’ request—“Anoint them, O Lord, and use them
mightily.” Let us look at what our specific requests in
prayer for the speakers should be.

God used Ezra the Priest and Scribe to rebuild the
Temple and the lives of God’s people. Every revival
preacher can learn much from how Ezra prepared himself
for this task. Ezra had prepared his heart first “to study”
the Scriptures, secondly, “to do” accordingly, and thirdly
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“to teach” the same to others (Ezra 7:10). Anyone who
presumes to preach without such careful self-preparation
will not benefit, but rather bring ruin to himself and his
audience. Preaching is no simple matter of style and
eloquence with a smattering of Bible verses scattered in
here and there. The preacher has to take time and trouble
to “search out” the Scriptures, accept its corrections in
himself, obeying its commands and counsel; if he does
not do so, it would be a crime to climb the pulpit.
Sandwiched between searching the Scriptures and
preaching it lies the need for personal application. Neglect
of this will lead to rampant hypocrisy. We need to pray
with tears that the speakers may come so prepared in
themselves as Ezra was.

See how Apostle Paul by an illustration explains this
need to first practise before preaching: 2 Timothy 2:6,
“The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the
crop.” The “first” to benefit of the harvest should be the
farmer.

As an old adage goes, “Only what’s in the pot will get
spooned out.” The servant of God can bless people only
as much as he himself is blessed in his thought and deed.
Jeremiah 31:14 says it beautifully: “I will satiate the souls
of the priests with abundance, and (then) My people will
be satisfied with My goodness, says the Lord.” The inner
man of the speaker should be flourished as he gets ready
to preach. Commensurate to the measure he is immersed
in the meditation of the Word, may he firmly expound it
before men. See how important this point of prayer is.

God’s servants must first “know and understand” the
blessings the Lord has purposed for His people. Note the
witness of the early Apostles: 1 Corinthians 2:12, “We
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have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God that we might know the things freely
given to us by God.” Pursuant to such experience of
knowing, “these things we also speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches,
comparing spiritual things with spiritual” (v13). O the
essentiality of the man of God to be prepared before the
wisdom of God may manifest in his preaching! Pray that
the speaker would be empowered by the Holy Spirit to
bring fresh insights and new revelations; or else, he will
go over the same old grind repeatedly.

You can bet that the devil will not spare the servant of
God so intent to equip himself to preach the Word. Isn’t it
the devil’s strategy always to “strike the shepherd and
scatter the sheep?” The devil will try all his tricks to
intrude and interfere. The Lord in His wisdom does at
times allow Satan to afflict the servant of God both
physically and mentally. Listen to the witness of Apostle
Paul—

“I was with you in weakness, in fear and much
trembling” (1 Cor 2:3).

“When we came to Macedonia, our flesh had no rest;
we were troubled on every side. Outside were conflicts,
inside were fears” (2 Cor 7:5)

What? Can the servant of God confess to having fears?
Yes, for indeed that is the plain truth; there is no place
for “positive” or “negative” confession, but a “true” con-
fession!

Whenever I am to deliver messages in important
Seminars and Conferences, I take a 3 to 6 monthlong
prior preparation over it. As the date of the event
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approaches, my anxiety increases as I wonder, “What
trouble is brewing for me?” Because, in over 40 years of
the ministry of the Word that I have been in since 1971,
I have almost always had to face, before the actual
meeting, some acute problem in my body or in the family
or in the society or in the ministry. Invariably then the
song of victory I sing which sees me through the period
has been,

Pressed about, yet not crushed;
The Lord preserves me;

He is mighty, He is gracious;
His mercy endures forever!

But the toll taken is heavy; singing is singing, suffering is
suffering! Singing does not strip the sting of suffering. O
dear brothers and sisters, do you realize how much we
need you to battle tearfully on your knees in prayer for
us! We are but earthlings, men of clay, not angels!

The very mention of the name ‘Paul’ conjures for us a
man bold as a lion who roars out everywhere the Word.
After he exhorts the listeners graphically to put on the
full armour of God in Ephesians 6:10-17, he writes, “Pray
for me that utterance may be given to me, that I may
open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the
Gospel.” If Paul himself needed believers to pray for him
to gain the “boldness” to preach...!

The Scripture passage in Numbers 24:3,4,15,16
describes beautifully the kind of preparation needed by
the speakers: “The utterance of one whose eyes are
opened, the utterance of one who hears the words of God,
who sees visions of the Almighty, who falls down with
eyes opened wide.” He who does not fall down before God
will fall flat before men! The one who lies prostrate in
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God’s presence will stand tall before men! This is an
unchanging law. “O Lord, may no one come to preach to
us without such preparation!”

We need to pray for not only the speakers but also for
the singers, the musicians and the worship leaders
fervently. They too must be filled the Spirit and be
saturated with the Word, and only then they will be able
to serve others “in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs”
and exalt the Lord “making melody unto Him” (Eph 5:18-
20; Col 3:16,17).

3. Enlightenment of the Delegates

Though the speakers may come well prepared to deliver
the messages, unless the ears and eyes of the listeners
be opened, it will benefit no one. Paul was a prayer warrior.
One of his long prayers is recorded in Ephesians 1:16-
19: “I do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention
of you in my prayers that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ
may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him…that the eyes of your understanding
be enlightened.” We would do well to use the very words
of this passage to pray powerfully. This is praying
according to the Scriptures. Jesus put it this way: “If My
words abide in you and you abide in Me,…ask what  you
desire and it shall be done for you” (Jn 15:7). If our prayers
must reflect and resonate with the will of God, we must
use the very words of the Scriptures in prayer whenever
and wherever possible. Memorizing the prayer passages
in the Bible will come in handy.

Note the description apostle Paul gives about the
hearers of the Word: 1 Corinthians 2:14,15, “The natural
man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God… nor



79

can he know them as they are spiritually discerned… but
he who is spiritual judges all things.” The distinction here
is made not between the saved and the unsaved; the two
groups differentiated here are among the saved; one of a
carnal nature predominantly and the other of a spiritual
mind. The unsaved person is 100% of carnal nature; the
saved person is one in whom carnal nature and spiritual
mind are together present. One in whom spiritual incli-
nation prevails carnal desires is called a “spiritual” person.
It was among the saved and anointed believers at Corinth
that carnal desires and corrupt behaviour abounded (1
Cor 1:7; 3:1,2). Only as the scales fall off and the cataract
removed from the eyes of believers can they have clear
vision of spiritual truths. On the Road to Damascus, Paul
was struck physically blind but his spiritual eyes were
opened wide. We need to pray specifically for the delegates
that the Lord would erase from their hearts what need to
be erased and write what needs to be written anew.

If sound doctrine should enter people’s hearts and stay
there, all the wrong things they have already learnt must
be flushed out. There will be a constant battle between
the truths of God and the lies of Satan. When “Paul” is
preaching “Jesus” to Sergius “Paulus,” the sorcerer by
name “Bar-Jesus” will only be opposing it, isn’t it? (Acts
13:6-10). Pray that the Word of God should prevail in
this battle.

As a group of apostles habitually gathered at the
riverbed to pray, so did another group of women came
there to chit-chat(?). The one group saw the other; the
apostles preached to the women. They must have earnestly
prayed for them. The Lord then opened the heart of one
of the women, Lydia, to receive the Gospel (Acts 16:13,14).
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Let us pray, “Lord, remove the veils from the hearts of the
delegates.” The delegates too have to listen to the messages
with a prayer in their hearts and lips, “Open my eyes, O
Lord, to see the wonders of Your Word” (Psa 119:18). One
may read the Bible with the help of spectacles; but we
would need to apply eye salve to see the wonders thereof
(Rev 3:18b).

The two disciples on their way to Emmaus had many a
time read through the Old Testament books (Lk 24: 25);
but when the risen Lord explained the Scriptures to them,
their “eyes were opened” (vv 31,32). Again when He
appeared to the eleven disciples and others and explained
the Scriptures, their “hearts were opened” (vv 44,45). Let
us knock at the gates of Heaven and implore that the
hearers’ hearts and eyes be opened too. Otherwise they
would be physically present there but mentally absent!

The following prophetic passage from Isaiah cites the
manner in which Christ, as the supreme Example, showed
how to be a listener and learner. Isaiah 50:4,5, “He
awakens My ear to hear as the learned. The Lord God
has opened My ear; I was not rebellious, nor did I turn
away.” Unless and until the Lord opens the ears, people
will oppose sound doctrine or they will avoid them. Not
just he who has “ears,” but only he who has “ears to hear”
can listen! We must pray that the dull state of hearing
among believers must change.

The words of Jesus amply prove that it is only the Lord
who can open the ears and hearts of the people: “No one
can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws
him… they shall all be taught by God” (Jn 6:44,45). May
we beg the Lord that He shows us His mercy and does so
for us!
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4. Empowerment of the Delegates

It is not enough that the delegates be enriched with
Bible knowledge in these meetings. They should rather
receive abundant “showers of blessing” poured out on
them. In fact, we are commanded to plead for such a rain
of blessing from God (Zech 10:1).

We should expectantly ask for the kind of outpouring
that was witnessed in the house of the Centurion
Cornelius: “While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit
fell on all those who heard the Word” (Acts 10:44). The
Holy Spirit “fell” on them! We may take it to mean the
unstoppable blessing of God that no one could oppose or
prevent. “O God, how so wonderfully You did honour
Peter’s message that You show no partiality! Won’t You
so drench our congregations that are dry and dreary, with
heavenly downpour of Your Spirit?” (v34). “Please, Lord!”

We read that on the Day of Pentecost, when Peter
preached, people were “cut to the heart” (Acts 2:37). Is
not the Word of God a two-edged sword? (Heb 4:12). We
have so become used to seeing people stirred up a little
but not being moved to action. What is the use of dry
bones only shaking up and down a bit and that’s it? So
much more has to yet take place (Ezek 37). “We have
seen much show, song and dance. O God, won’t You do
amongst us Your works of lasting depth and value?”

When the risen Lord expounded the Scriptures to the
disciples on the Road to Emmaus, their hearts “burned
within them.” If that was before Pentecost, we ought to
expect now after Pentecost, that much more would happen
if the Word is preached fearlessly with the fire of the Spirit.
We expect less and we receive less; our expectations are
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low and our experiences are shallow. The Lord has
promised, “Behold, I will make My words in your mouth
fire and this people wood” (Jer 5:14). May this be the
experience of all who come to hear the Word.

Kindle the flames, O Spirit,
That self may burn to cinder;
Grant Thy grace, O God,
That flesh may die
And the spirit live victorious!

Many delegates come to Revival Camps with unresolved
internal tensions and depressions. The teaching of the
Word should give them release from pressures and refresh
them. For this, we have Scriptural promises that can be
rightfully claimed: Deuteronomy 32:1,2, “Give ear, O
heavens and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of
My mouth. Let My teaching drop as the rain, My speech
distill as the dew, as raindrops on the tender grass.”
Another such passage: 2 Samuel 23:2,4, “The Spirit of
the Lord spoke by me, and His Word was in my tongue…
And He shall be like the light of the morning when the
sun rises, a morning without clouds, like the tender grass
springing out of the earth, by clear shining after rain.”
Ah, how refreshing is the reading of these verses! Like
bathing in waterfalls! May we ask the Lord to let such be
the personal experience of all the delegates! Everyone
should go back refreshed and renewed to their homestead
and workplaces.

So many of God’s children are perplexed and stunned
by the strange events and struggles of life with difficult
questions they bring. Many would have come to the
meeting with more questions than answers in their hearts
and minds. Patriarch Job speaking from his life could
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well give them this sermon: “Men listened to me and waited
and kept silence for my counsel; my speech settled on
them as dew. They waited for me as for the rain, and
they opened their mouth wide as for the spring rain” (Job
29:21-23). May we cling to the feet of our Lord and beg of
Him that no one must return from the Camp with their
doubts and fears unallayed. Even if all the queries are
not answered in the way we would like, turbulence is
quelled and quietness and confidence are born only in
God’s presence. This was the experience of the Psalmist
who had gone through a season of utter confusion: Psalms
73:16,17, “When I thought how to understand this, it
was too painful for me—until I went into the sanctuary
of God; then I understood their end.”

The Lord delights to bless His people; He does that
primarily through His Word. See it described in His
promise: Isaiah 55:10,11, “As the rain comes down, and
the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water
the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My
Word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return
to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” So what is the
outcome? “You shall go out with joy and be led forth with
peace” (v12). “Be it so, dear Lord, Amen!”

There is no one who has no problem in life; every
household has its threshold! The same thing happens to
the righteous and the wicked. Those who laugh today
weep tomorrow; those who weep today laugh tomorrow;
all these are repetitive cyclical events. There is no
satisfactory explanation why this is so. One may ask: Does
the Word of God break the people who come already
burdened and broken? The work of God’s Word is twofold:
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It breaks the hardhearted; it binds up the brokenhearted.
Paul refers to this as the “comfort of the Scriptures” (Rom
15:4). The experience of the Psalmist is also similar:
“Unless Your Law had been my delight, then I would
have died in my affliction” (Psa 119:92).

On the whole, every one who comes to the Camp must
obtain a refreshing experience. Let us make it our plea,
which the Psalmist makes not once but thrice in a single
Psalm: “Revive me, O Lord, according to Your Word” (Psa
119:25,107,154).

5. Enforcement by the Delegates

We noted first in this study that we must develop a
hunger and thirst for God and His Word without which
the Lord will not grant anything to us. Today our spiritual
appetite is limited to simply “tasting the sermons.” Yearn-
ing to walk according to the truth of the Word has reached
an abysmal low. Right in the first century, Apostle James
warned against such complacency and deception: James
1:21-25, “Receive with meekness the Word... moreover,
be doers of the Word and not hearers only deceiving
yourselves.” He warns that the longer we fail to apply the
truths we receive from the Word, the sooner we will “forget”
them (v24). Paul too emphasizes it saying it is not enough
to be hearers but be doers of the  Word which is the “right
way of living” (Rom 2:13). We must pray that all who come
and hear the Word may respond to the Word in a sincere
and fervent spirit of obedience.

Obedience to the Word is not optional. God cannot and
will not overlook our disobedience. We read in Hebrews
6:7,8 what the result of continued disobedience is: “The
earth that drinks in the rain that often comes upon it
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and bears herbs useful to those by whom it is cultivated
receives a blessing from God; but if it bears thorns and
briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end
is to be burnt.” Let us then plead and pray, “O God, grant
us the rain and the repentance lest we reap such an end
in our lives.” For it is God who “grants” repentance whether
it is to unbelievers or believers (2 Tim 2:25; Acts 11:18).

Often we do listen to the Word with enthusiasm, but
we fail to implant it in our hearts and set our lives aright.
It is only to those who already had “believed” in Him that
the Lord said, “If you abide in My Word, then truly you
will be My disciples” (Jn 8:30,31). So it is clear that, to
“believe” in the Word is one thing and to “abide” in it,
another. It is only as we abide in the truth, we are delivered
of many obvious and hidden bondages in our lives (v32).
“You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you
free”— is a text constantly quoted to unbelievers in
evangelism. Note however that this saying was given by
the Lord to those who had already believed, calling them
to discipleship. Only as the Word of Christ “dwells” in
us, we can and please the Lord in word and deed (Col
3:16,17). Let us pray that obedience will flow like a river
amongst us.

It is an old fact that many of those who come to hear
the preaching comprise of the fan club of the speaker!
Distributing pamphlets, putting up banners and wall
posters, bringing people to the Camps by the droves, etc.,
etc., have not availed much. See what the Lord points
out to Prophet Ezekiel: “The children of your people talk
about you beside the walls and in the doors of the houses,
speaking to one another, each saying to his brother,
‘Please come and hear the word that comes from the Lord;’
they come to you as people do, sit before you as My people
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and hear your words but do not do them… Indeed you
are to them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant
voice and can play well on an instrument; for they hear
your words but do not do them” (Ezek 33:30-32). So let
us kneel before the Lord and beg of Him, “Lord, do not let
our meetings be such meaningless non-events.”

6. Expansion of the Kingdom

Those who return from the Camp must spread the
truths and share the blessings with others. They must
endeavour to explain to others clearly and gently the
corrections they received for themselves in the Camp and
exhort them also. See how challenging and enthusing is
the testimony that Paul gives about the believers at
Thessalonica: “...having received the Word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, you became followers
of us and of the Lord...  you became examples to all who
believe in Macedonia (locally) and in Achaia (regionally)”
(1 Thess 1:6-8). Soon after the Camp, if any one asks,
“How was the Camp?” we usually respond with, “Brother,
it was such a blessing!” After a week, if any one asks
“Brother, how are you?” will our answer be, “O brother,
we are now a blessing to others”? Let us ask the Lord
that things would happen in the Camp that such a
transformational change will be the outcome and
testimony of the delegates.

We sing so often, “There shall be showers of blessing”
and we print it in the handbills. Have we noticed the back-
drop against which such showers of blessing are promised
and why they are granted? We read the part that says: “I
will make them and the places all around My hill a
blessing... I will cause showers to come down in their
season; there shall be showers of blessing” (Ezek 34:26).
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We stop here and do not read further. To know why the
Lord sends down His rain, read on: “Then the trees of the
field yield their fruit; the earth shall yield her increase”
(v27). It is in order to be a blessing to those without the
fold that the Lord blesses those within. Pray that the Holy
Spirit may so constrain and direct the organizers and the
participants to do everything with such a sense of
responsibility.

His own brothers pressed on Jesus to do His miracles
and mighty works, not in the obscurity of rural Galilee
but in the urban capital of Jerusalem amidst the
multitudes who come for the Feast. The Lord who refused
to accept their strategy, on the last day of the Feast, called
out with a loud voice His invitation to receive the miracle
of miracles. Do you know what that miracle par excellence
was? (Read John 7:3,4,37-39). “Rivers that never dry up
will flow out of the heart of one who himself is parched!”
“O Lord, won’t you so turn our Camps into such Miracle
Meetings?”

Jesus teaches clearly that only by reading, meditating
and living out the Word of God in daily obedience can we
yield  “much” fruit (Jn 15:1-8). Only as much as the Word
of Christ fills our heart and does its work within us, can
we serve to enhance the faith of other fellow believers
(Col 3:16). Those who participate in these special Camps—
not all are privileged to attend them; to whom much is
given, of him much will be required—they must take
responsibility to “instruct and encourage” the faith of other
believers. Jesus spent much ‘quality’ time with a rather
small group of men and taught them many many truths.
Finally, He gave them His Great Commission: “Teach them
to observe all that I commanded you” (Mt 26:20).
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If we do not pass on to others the great and glorious
truths we are taught by His servants we ourselves will
forget them as time goes by. After the Lord expounded
His teaching about six types of soil He said, “Whoever
has, to him more will be given and he will have abundance,
but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken
away from him.” (Mt 13:12). Today there is no dearth of
preaching. Yet there is a poverty and starvation amidst
believers because of this reason: We do not act upon truths
received nor pass them on, thus losing them. “O God,
please alleviate this condition!”

If the expansion of God’s Kingdom is not our one and
only aim, we will become builders of our own empires.
Many indeed are the Churches and Para-church
Organizations so inexorably caught up in this net. We
might continue to believe that we are doing all for the
Kingdom; but we would unawares have taken a wrong
turn and gone off tangent. That is called deception. “Lord,
help us to have no ulterior or secondary motive in our
ministries.” What we are doing might in our sight loom
larger than life. But, seen against the backdrop of the
whole History of the Church, all our work will be less
than a comma. If only we get this realisation of
realisations, we will not be making noises like a half-filled
water pot.

7. Exaltation of the Lord

All our meetings must be conducted with the one and
only focus and finality: That the Lord alone will be glorified!
Jesus fulfilled a multifold ministry on earth: He preached
truth and demonstrated grace; performed signs, wonders
and miracles; forgave sins and iniquities; succoured and
strengthened the suffering; bore our sorrows and shame;
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taught and trained up nextlevel leadership. Note what
He said when He finally submitted to the Father the
summary of His mission: “I have glorified You on earth.
I have finished the work which You have given Me to do”
(Jn 17:4). Similarly, at the end of every Revival Camp,
should the leaders and organizers be able to submit their
account prayerfully to the Lord. To give an exaggerated
report of the number of participants and the events that
transpired in the Camp will bring no glory and honour to
God, but only disgrace and dishonour.

“If you have two aims, you have one too many,”
thundered the man of God, George Verwer, in an
International Youth Conference I attended years ago, and
that has sunk deep in my heart. Apostle Paul is an
excellent example and model to all of us. If you were to
ask him, “Why do you take the Gospel to the Gentiles?”
his answer would be “…that the Gentiles might glorify
God for His mercy” (Rom 15:9). “Father, guard us from
having any other motive for any of our activities.”

Every tongue shall confess and every knee shall bow
before Him. To what purpose? “To the glory of God the
Father” (Phil 2:9-11).

The famous Evangelist D.L. Moody (1837-1899)
finished preaching to a large crowd in Chicago. As he left
the pulpit, a gentleman shook hands with him and said
in great appreciation, “What a wonderful preacher you
are!” All through that night D.L. Moody could not sleep
but spent it in prayer saying, “Where, O where, did I go
wrong?” The next evening, D. L. Moody preached with a
deeper commitment and dedication. As he left the dais,
that same man came and said, “O what a wonderful
Saviour we have!” and dedicated his life to the Lord. Unto
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the last breath of his life the prayer of D.L. Moody was:
“O Lord, Let me never touch Your glory!” May that be our
humble prayer too.

We read that God struck Herod, even an unbeliever,
and he was eaten by worms and died because he did not
give God the glory due to Him (Acts 12:21–24). How jealous
God is for His glory! The Father gave away His only
begotten Son; the Son gave away His own life; but His
eternal decree is, “I will never give My glory to another.”
That’s why the Prayer the Lord Jesus taught us ends with
the acknowledgment: “For Yours is the Kingdom, the
Power and the Glory forever! Amen!”

There shall be showers of blessing!
This is the promise of love.
There shall be seasons refreshing!
Sent from the Saviour above.

Showers of blessing,
Showers of blessing we need;
Mercy drops round us are falling,
But for the showers we plead.

There shall be showers of blessing!
Precious reviving again,
Over the hills and the valleys
Sound of abundance of rain.

There shall be showers of blessing!
Send them upon us, O Lord!
Grant to us now a refreshing;
Come and now honour Thy Word.

—Daniel W. Whittle, 1840-1901
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9

Ingredients of Intercession

When Revival comes,
God’s people spend long hours before Him
in holy intercession!

There is competition in Christian ministries for every
activity — singing, leading in worship, preaching, and the
like; but to intercede in solitude, quietly before God in
prayer closet, by far and so far there has been no
competition. There is always a scarcity for intercessors.

Let’s see where intercession falls in the exercise of
prayer. 1 Timothy 2:1 speaks of four aspects of prayer: “I
exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, inter-
cessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men.” It
begins with “supplications” which is to simply present
our needs. Another word for supplication is application.
And then comes “prayer.” It means you are asking God
for help or a favour. The third step is “intercessions.” It is
not just presenting our need or asking for help but it is
more than that. It is pleading as an advocate. Then comes
the fourth and the final step which is “thanksgiving.” It is
praising God by faith and taking the answer. So, in the
broad exercise of prayer, that which is highest and nearest
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to that final point of receiving answers from God is
“intercession.” Many of us know how to pray or offer
thanksgiving to God but very few of us are intercessors
because it has not been taught to Christians. Let us see
the various factors which help us to build up a life of
intercession and the tremendous possibility that is there
for every child of God to get involved in God’s programme.
I give here seven ingredients of effective intercession.

1. Information

Intercession starts with information. The other word to
make it clear is ‘ inquisition.’ You need to have a lot of
information if you should be an effective intercessor. See
how Nehemiah gathered information: Neh 1:2-4, “Hanani
one of my brothers came with men from Judah; and I
asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped, who
had survived the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.
And they said to me, The survivors who are left from the
captivity in the province are there in great distress and
reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down, and
its gates are burned with fire. So it was, when I heard
these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for
many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of
heaven.” Informations made Nehemiah to mourn, weep,
fast and pray. This is what intercession is. Informations
led him to intercession. He “enquired” one of his brothers
the news about his city of the tombs of  his fathers.
Beloved, if you want to grow in the art of intercession you
should keep your eyes and minds open to gather as much
information as possible about the Church worldwide and
the world which God so loved. Mrs. Ruth Billy Graham
was a mighty intercessor. When asked what kind of prayer
handbook she had been using for intercession, she said,
“Daily newspaper!” Newspapers supply you with lot of fuel
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for your prayer altar. Newspapers tell you what’s
happening in God’s world. There are three groups of people
in this world: those who make things happen, those who
watch things happen, and those who know not what’s
happening. Most of us Christians belong to the third group!

You also should try to grab as many missionary
periodicals as possible. During the last 50 to 100 years
God has raised several indigenous missionary organi-
sations in almost every country. These organisations
survey totally unreached places, where the first evangelist
has never laid his foot. They gather information about
people groups, the needs and difficulties in penetrating
such pockets with the Gospel. Such informations are
served in the Mission periodicals. I would say, If you read
one healing magazine, you should read atleast 10 Mission-
ary periodicals! That’s the balance! We are overoccupied
with our aches and pains but who cares about God’s
heartache? Two thousand years after He sent His Son to
the earth, over 50% of the people still do not know about
it.  The Founder of World Vision used to pray, “Oh God,
let that which breaks Your  heart break my heart too.”

Attend missionary conventions wherever possible. It
is good to go to crusades and conferences where you
experience breakthroughs and deliverance in your
personal life. But how long can we be going through these
blessings again and again? Let us lift up our eyes and
look beyond our immediate needs and vicinity. It’s in these
gatherings you will have the privilege of meeting with
missiologists, missionaries, mission stalwarts and mission
challengers.

Do not spend the entire vacation in shopping and
visiting friends and relatives. I would suggest you visit a
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pioneer mission field and stay with the missionaries. You
will better understand their  struggles and problems. You
will realize how hard it is to penetrate into some tribal
groups. Spend time with the Bible translators in the field
to know how much they struggle sometimes to get one
equivalent word in the tribal dialect. This will drive you to
your knees to pray for Bible translators who never come
on the limelight. I used to visit  mission fields as a college
student and during my career days. It was when I saw
the condition firsthand, I became an intercessor. Inter-
cession begins to flow naturally when you are so captivated
by the acute needs of the world. I have even stayed in
some tribal huts. Such a poor hygine! Not even the  minimum
facilities! My Bible says, Jesus was going from “village to
village, city to city, town to town, preaching, healing and
telling about the Kingdom of God.” But when He “saw”
the multitudes, He was moved with compassion. He was
already a compassionate Lord, but something moving
happened in His life when He actually “saw” the condition.
Nothing like seeing! Catch up some fire during your next
vacation.

Hang a world map in your house instead of too many
calendars and walltexts. Shade the areas where the Gospel
has not made any inroads. As you keep standing before
the map, God will ignite the burden in your heart. That’s
what happened to a man called William Carey (1761-1834).
He was a cobbler. He had a world map in his shoe shop.
Often he would stand before the map, put his finger across
each country and pray. Finally he landed in the eastern
coastal area of India, even West Bengal. He learnt the
Indian language Hindi and mastered many other
vernaculars. He was involved, directly or indirectly, in the
translation of the Bible into 40 Indian dialects. Can you
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believe that? It was he who said, “Expect great things
from God, and attempt great things for God!” We borrow
only the phrase, “Expect great things from God.” If we
have one car we  expect another car! Can Christianity
backslide any further? We need to learn from men like
Carey who were men of calibre, men of steel. They stood
next to God that they could feel His heartbeat. Some people
want to lean on the bosom of Jesus for blessings, but
some to feel his heartbeat. Which group do you belong to?

There is so much of material on the unreached peoples
of the world. An excellent resource material is “Operation
World ” by Patrick Johnston. It has gone through several
reprints and updates. If you read three pages from your
Bible, read one page from Operation World and see what
happens! Our prayer life is starving because we do not
know  what to pray for. After a few minutes we exhaust
our list and keep blinking. Let this change.

2. Illumination

This comes primarily from God’s Word. You understand
the mind of God by reading the Scriptures again and again.
Daniel was a mighty prophet and a great intercessor. Let
us see how he got into the spirit of intercession. Here’s
his testimony: Daniel 9:2,3 “In the first year of his  reign
I, Daniel, understood by the Books the number of the
years specified by the Word of the Lord, given through
Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy
years in the desolations of Jerusalem. Then I set my face
toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and
supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.” Prayer,
supplications, fasting, sackcloth and ashes together make
intercession. How did it happen? He read through the
Book of Jeremiah, not as a casual reader but pouring
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himself into it. He says he “understood” by the books.
That drove him to his knees.

How can we do it today? Which are the passages that
can drive us to intercession? Take for example what Joel
the Pentecostal prophet has said: “In the last days I will
pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy...” (Joel 2:28). This was quoted
by Simon Peter on the Day of Pentecost. When did the
“last days” begin? Not at the turn of this century! The
“last days” began with the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.
“God, who at various times and in different ways spoke in
time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last
days spoken to us by  His Son...” (Heb 1:1,2). Yes, the last
days began with the coming of the Lord Jesus. If that’s
so, as someone rightly said, We are not living in the last
“days” but in the last “minutes!” When 120 people
experienced the outpouring of the Spirit, Peter could
immediately recollect what Joel had said. He said, “This
is that!” Can we claim such a promise and move into
intercession? Of course yes!

There are still so many Christians who do not know
anything about the Holy Spirit. Very few have experienced
the power of the Spirit in their lives. And there are many
who in the name of Holy Spirit have given themselves to
spurious spirits. All these should drive us to our knees.
We can cry out, “Lord, because You have said, On all
flesh You would pour out Your Spirit, pour it on Anglicans,
Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans and Presbytarians! Let
Your mighty wind of the Spirit blow into these Churches.
If they close their doors, Oh Holy Ghost, blow through
their windows!” This is how we can intercede based on
the illumination received from the Scriptures. Instead of
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saying such a such a Church does not believe in the Holy
Spirit, bend your knees before God for them.

We normally say that Jesus whipped all those who were
merchandising His temple. But have you noticed that
before Jesus “whipped” them, He “wept” for them? You
are not qualified to whip anybody until you have wept for
that person. Otherwise it becomes mere criticism. If you
know there is a problem, or if what ought not to have
happened has happened, first of all “weep” for that
situation. Anything else is secondary. Prayer moves the
arm that moves the world.

1 Timothy 4:1-3 is another passage which can drive us
to our knees. While writing about endtimes, Paul literally
poured out his heart: “Now the Spirit explicitly says that
in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed
to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons.” 2 Timothy
4:3,4, “For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away
from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” Those days
have already come. Haven’t they? The false teachers always
outnumber sound exponents of God’s Word. We read that
they would “heap” for themselves those who do not preach
sound doctrine. That is why Jesus frequently used the
adjective “many” while referring to false prophets.  John
the Apostle wrote the same way (Mt 24:11,24; 1 Jn 4:1).
People go after junk food and soft drinks, but who is there
for strong meat? (Heb 5:13,14). People want preachers
who teach them what they “want,” and not what they
“need.” This was predicted in the first century itself. We
should take such predictions and weep over the condition
of the Church. Intercede before the Throne that God would
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raise many Bible “Teachers” in our midst. We’ve got plenty
of Pastors and Evangelists. Where are the Teachers to
teach God’s Word with clarity, authority and sincerity?
Teachers who, without any hidden agenda, would plainly
teach God’s Word to bless God’s people, equip them,
bring them to maturity and make them effective in the
ministry of the Lord.

There is a warning I want to serve here. If those who
are called for intercession do not spend sufficient time in
Bible meditation, they will invariably be misled. There are
preachers who go on 10 or 40 days of fasting but come
out with funny revelations. Why? They do not balance
their fasting prayers with the meditation of God’s Word.
Daniel prayed “according to what he read” from the Book
of Jeremiah. We are to read what is predicted about our
times (Mt 24), and accordingly get ourselves into that
jacket. This is the meaning of staying within Biblical
boundaries.

I encourage young disciples to practise reading the Bible
on their knees. As you meditate the Word of God on your
knees the illumination will become so sparkling that you
will be flowing spontaneously into holy intercession.

3. Inspiration

The third ingredient for intercession is inspiration
through the Holy Spirit. “Illumination” comes from the
Scriptures, and “inspiration” through the Spirit. Inflam-
mation, infusion, impartation and ignition are the words
that explain inspiration. This is what the Old Testament
prophets referred to as “The burden of the Lord” (Nah
1:1, Hab 1:1, Mal 1:1). The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
Intercession as we read in Zechariah 12:10, “I will pour
on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem
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the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look
on Me whom they have pierced; they will mourn for Him
as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one
grieves for a firstborn.” The result of it is stated in
Zechariah 13:1,2. “In that day a fountain shall be opened
for the house of David and for the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. It shall be in that
day, says the Lord of hosts, that I will cut off the names of
the idols from the land, and they shall no longer be
remembered. I will also cause the prophets and the
unclean spirits to depart from the land.” “Oh Lord, do it
for our country!” Following God pouring out His Spirit of
Supplication, they look unto Him and cry before Him. As
a result a fountain opens up and flushes out all the trash
and unholy things.

Let me give you the examples of two more prophets
who received such inspiration. Prophet Jeremiah said,
“My heart within me is broken because of the prophets;
all my bones shake. I am like a drunken man, and like a
man whom wine has overcome, because of the Lord, and
because of His holy words. For the land is full of adulterers;
for because of a curse the land mourns” (Jer 23:9,10).
The same was true about prophet Ezekiel when he said,
“The hand of the Lord came upon me and brought me out
in the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of
the valley; and it was full of bones,” (Ezek 37:1). The
burden of the Lord comes on the prophet and then follow
unusual happenings.

Dear friend, when you were praying for a subject, has
the Holy Spirit suddenly turned your attention to pray for
an altogether different subject? Yield to the promptings of
the Holy Spirit on such occasions, because you might be
the only person who would be upholding that person or
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place in a crisis elsewhere in a distant land. The Church
in Antioch comprising of prophets and teachers was not
praying for a programme but simply ministering to the
Lord. Suddenly the Holy Spirit said, “Separate Paul and
Barnabas for the ministry I have called them to” (Acts
13:1-4). The first missionary team was released following
the inspiration that came to the leadership in Antioch
through the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is a tremendous intercessor. We read
that He helps us in our “weaknesses.” We all have our
weaknesses, but our potential weakness is in intercession.
Paul clearly brings out this truth in Romans 8:26, “The
Spirit also helps in our weaknesses; for we do not know
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself
makes itnercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered.” It is not apart from us but it is through us He
makes intercession with groanings which cannot be
uttered. Another translation says, “with deep sighs.” We
know singing but do we know sighing? Singing in the Spirit
is enjoyable but sighing in the Spirit?

I am reminded of what happened one Saturday
afternoon in 1966 when a dozen of us, students of a
professional college, were fasting and praying. We were
not praying for a specic programme but in general for
revival and evangelism. The Spirit of the Lord suddenly
convicted a Professor, who was kneeling with us, with the
picture of several African tribal people in jungles. He
immediately removed his two heavy gold rings from his
fingers, put them in my hands and said with tears, “This
is for our ministry in Africa!” I was shell-shocked. We
placed  those rings before God and prayed for an hour for
the continent of Africa as the Holy Spirit came on us in
mighty power of intercession. After 25 years, when we
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sent out missionaries of the Blessing Youth Mission to
Karnataka, one of the States in South India, they met
with several African tribespeople in the jungles. These
tribals had come as slaves with Portugese merchants
several years ago and hid themselves in the jungles, cut
off from mainline civilization. Today we have hundreds
of converts among these African brothers and sisters in
India! When God, in His omniscient knowledge, plants
some burden in your heart, do not brush it aside. Set
eveything else aside and give yourself to that prayer and
you will experience new demensions in your life and
ministry.

The Holy Spirit is the Chief Executive of God’s mis-
sionary programme. The promptings, the whispers, the
burdens, the inspirations, the kicks, the quickenings are
things that the Holy Spirit employs to convey His burdens
to us. Each of the seven letters in Revelation 2 and 3 was
dictated and sent by “Jesus Christ,” but each one ends
as, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the Churches.”

4. Imagination

Another word for imagination in this context can be
incubation. Holy imaginations keep widening our vision
of what God had promised would happen. Holy imagination
is not wild imagination but it is within the confines of the
Scriptures. When we draw mental pictures in our minds,
the burdens God plants in our hearts get  incubated. Take
Paul, whom God used mightily in Jerusalem, which was
the religious captial of that day. He had a desire to go to
Rome the political capital. In Acts 23:11, God had told
him that he would go there. So he kept on imagining about
the day he would go to Rome to thunder his message of
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the Gospel. His imagination of  his ministry in Rome gave
birth to intercession. About this he writes in Romans
1:9,10, “God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit
in the Gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make
mention of you always in my prayers, making request if,
by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of
God to come to you.” “Now at last” means that he kept on
incubating the desire.

Paul did not while away his time thinking that one day
he would go to Rome. He kept himself  busy  evangelizing
his neighbourhood to the point that he could say, “... now
no longer having a place in these parts” (Rom 15:23,24).
He further says, “Now I beg you, brothers, through the
Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that
you strive together with me in your prayers to God for me
... that I may come to you with joy by the will of God”
(vv30,32). “Striving in prayer” is what  intercession is. So
when God plants a seed in your heart, do not try to
accomplish it in your human strength but pour the matter
before the Lord, and keep on stretching your imagination.
If only we have more holy imaginations, the filthy imagi-
nations which fill our hearts will have no place!

Draw some mental pictures. The picture of the day when
every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess
voluntarily or compulsorily, “Jesus, You are Lord!” Another
picture can be what Jesus said: “If I am lifted up from the
earth,  I will draw all peoples to Myself” (Jn 12:32). Imagine
as if a magnet would attract, He would draw people to
Himself. When you see waves  in the sea, picturize Isaiah
11:9(b), “The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover the sea!” You can imagine every
village, town and people group in this world penetrated
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by Church planters, and Church buildings built every-
where. Because, Jesus said, “I will build My Church!”

We can draw mental pictures not only out of these Bible
promises but also from the revival history of the past.
God used Charles Finney (1792-1875) mightily in revival.
Even factories had to be closed because workers preferred
to spend long hours in prayer meetings. They didn’t mind
even if they would lose their wages! During the revivals of
John Wesley (1703-1791) in England liquor shops had to
be closed and cine halls were running out of business.
Today when we drive through movie theatres we can ask,
within ourselves, “Lord, when will that kind of revival come
that there won’t be such queues?” What God could do
through Finney or Wesley, can He not do today as we live
at the end of endtimes when the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit should only be even on a greater scale? During Welsh
revival, Evan Roberts (1878-1951), an ordinary young
man, said, “Oh God, bend the Church and bless the world.”
When you see young people in your Church, imagine that
God would raise men like  Evan Roberts from among them.
I often browse through the biographies and stories of
revival because it stretches my imagination and keeps
the fire on. Long back a senior preacher friend wrote to
me, “Stanley, pray for revival; preach about revival; labour
for revival; dream about revival. Revival will come!” I have
cherished that thought all my life.

5. Incarnation

By incarnation I mean here identification, incorporation
and infiltration. Incarnation is to let the subject of
intercession overwhelm us and personally affect every area
and aspect of our life. We can call it “incarnational identi-
fication” with that need or problem or subject. In other
words, it is literal personification or embodiment.
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Moses, while standing before God as an intercessor,
was pleading to such an extent that he said, “Lord, either
You forgive the people or You better forget me.” He said,
“Remove my name from the book in which you have written
it” (Ex 32:32). He totally identified himself with that
situation. When Ezra heard that the people of Israel had
intermingled with the pagans, he plucked out some of the
hair of his head and beard and sat astonished (Ezra 9:1-3).
These are all written in the Holy Bible because God wants
every one of us to become mighty intercessors.

Nehemiah said, “I sat down and wept and mourned for
many days” (Neh 1:4). He was the King’s cupbearer, the
most trusted official.  He was not supposed to be longfaced
before  the King. He should always be jubilant and at his
best. One day the King looked at his face and asked, “Why
is your face sad?” Nehemiah replied, “Why should my face
not be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs,
lies waste and its gates are burned with fire?” (Neh 2:1-3).
He must have tried his level best to appear cheerful
because sad face before the King would invite punishment.
But he could not hide his sorrow. This is what “incar-
national identification” is! He was so overwhelmed with
the problem that his very being was affected.

Jeremiah lamented, “Oh, that my head were waters,
and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day
and night for the slain of the daughter of my people!” (Jer
9:1). One of the greatest needs of the Church of Jesus
Christ today is prophets like Jeremiah who would  lament.
The Church needs less of laughing and more of lamenting.
We must shut ourselves in prayer closets and cry out to
God. Here’s a sample intercession from Daniel 9:19,20.
“Oh Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do
not delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and
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Your people are called by Your name.” Daniel testified,
“Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my
sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my
supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain
of my God ...” There was no gross sin in Daniel’s life, but
he identified himself with the sins of his people, using the
words “my sin.” If people are guilty of sins of commission,
the leaders are to account for their sins of omission.

Holy intercession is not just the Old Testament stuff.
We have a New Testament Moses by name Paul. He cried,
“Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel
is that they may be saved” (Rom 10:1). It was not just a
rosy desire to experience some blessing. He added, “For I
could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my
brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh” (Rom 9:3).
He was ready to be cursed if that would bless his people!
If you ask Paul where he learnt this theology, he would
instantly answer, “This is not theology. This is kneeolgy. I
learnt it from Moses!”

We see postures of intercession in God Himself. See
how He brings out His burden towards Ephraim the
backslider: “How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I
hand you over, Israel? How can I make you like Admah?...
My heart churns within Me; My sympathy is stirred” (Hos
11:8,9). Another translation says, “My bowels churned
within Me.” Ephraim’s spirituality was like the morning
cloud that would quickly vanish. He was like a cake baked
on one side and not turned over. But God’s heart churned
within Him for Ephraim. This is identification.

6. Initiation

Invocation and imploration are the other words to
explain initiation. Intercession does not come naturally;
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it needs conscious and special effort on our part. The devil
restricts God’s people, and especially God’s servants, from
intercession by getting them overoccupied with less
important things. Everything appears “important,” but we
must go after what is “necessary.”

A problem of distribution of food arose in the early
Church. Though it was a genuine problem the apostles
did not say that they would sit with them and sort it out.
They offered an administrative solution by taking seven
men full of the Holy Spirit for this responsibility. They
affirmed, “But we will give ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the Word” (Acts 6:4). “To give oneself” to some-
thing is to get the total being into it. This is initiation. The
more you pray, the deeper you will plunge into inter-
cession.

When Paul wrote to Timothy about supplications,
prayers and intercessions, he began saying, “I exhort first
of all that supplications...” Yes, intercession is not optional
for Christians but an eternally obligatory responsibility.
When you take the initiative there will be many distur-
bances and some of them very legitimate. For a pregnant
woman in the last week of her confinement the most
important thing is to deliver the baby, and everything else
will be secondary. When it is harvest in the field, the other
activities in the field can wait.

A reference to fasting will be appropriate here. By
fasting we are not doing God a favour. We fast because
we want to give undivided attention and better
concentration to prayer. Paul also suggests that even
legitimate pleasures like sex can be set aside if that would
help better concentration (1 Cor 7:5). For the sake of holy
intercession anything can be set aside. Intercession, if
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left to itself, will die; but when you constantly work at it,
it grows. Lessons on intercession are not learnt from books,
but learnt on knees.

7. Implementation

Implementation is the culminating state in intercession.
In other words, having interceded, you start working at it.

An example from the ministry of Christ would explain
what implementation is. We read in Luke 6:12, “Now it
came to pass in those days that He went out to the
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to
God.” In those “days” mean a season of prayer. He was
interceding to get guidance from His Father for the choice
of the 12 apostles. This was a matter of paramount
importance. The very next verse says: “And when it was
day, He called His disciples to Him; and from them He
chose twelve whom He also named apostles.” In other

words, having spent nights of intercession, He acted upon
it. The choice of twelve from the hundreds of disciples
around Him was not an easy exercise. These apostles were
meant for more than an earthly ministry. They would
become the judges for the twelve tribes of Israel (Lk 22:28-
30). So much had been involved in the apostolic gift of
that calibre.

Jesus told the people that the harvest was plenty but
the labourers were few. He urged them to pray that the

Lord of the harvest would send forth labourers into His
harvest (Mt 9:37,38). The very next verse states that He
called His disciples and sent them forth giving them
authority over evil spirits (10:1,2). Intercession is more
than prayer. It’s plunging into action.
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Jesus interceded in the Garden of Gethsamane, “Father,
if it is possible...” (Mt 26:39). No doubt He was crying out
in His human weakness. But the point to note here is
that He Himself presented Himself as the answer to that
prayer. He told Simon Peter, “Shall I not drink of the cup
which the Father has given Me?” (Jn 18:11).

We all have read about George Muller (1805-1898) of
Bristol, England. He had so many pressing needs for his
huge orphanages. He was a man of prayer and faith. He
testified, “Until I personally, with my own resources, have
done whatever I can for the situation, I have no right to go
on praying over it. If I have 1000 Euros to give to a
particular project, it is necessary that I first give that away
and then pray.” More often than we think, God wants us
to become answers to our prayers.

Several years ago we conducted a Ministerial Efficiency
Programme in the Blesing Youth Mission. 150 to 200 keen
believers gathered for this programme in which I taught
as the main speaker. Until the third day of the Programme,
we didn’t have enough money to settle the bills. On the
third day morning, before walking into the hall, I was
praying to God. He reminded me of George Muller: “Until
I have done, with my own resources, all I can, I have no
right to expect others to do it!” I had no bank balance. I
had two vacant plots which were the only property I had
purchased near Vellore with my meagre savings. The Lord
brought those house sites to my mind. I decided to obey
the Lord instantly. With my wife’s consent, I gave away
the documents of these lands to the leaders. The physical
handing over in the gathering was by our only daughter.
Friends, receiving an answer to prayer is one thing, but
becoming an answer to our prayer is the most exciting
thing.
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Perhaps you are praying for a tribal group or a particular
region in your country where there is no Church or no
evangelism. Who knows you may have to become the
answer to that prayer! When God calls you, do not answer
like Moses: “Here am I, but send Aaron!” Many times God
has called the intercessors to become the answers to their
prayers. Take note of these statements: “Prayer is no
substitute for action. Pray as if everything depends on
God; work as if everything depends on you!”

Conclusion

The art of intercession is taught as well as caught. No
doubt it’s a “gift” to a few; but all must be involved in it
to whatever extent possible. I recommend books like The
Complete Works of  E.M. Bounds on Prayer, and biographies
of  Rees Howells, Praying Hyde and David Brainerd. We
should not only intercede ourselves, but also raise
intercessors. Fire begets fire!
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10

Helps of the Holy Spirit

As if the Holy Spirit is speaking ...

When Revival comes,
God’s people experience the ministry of His Spirit
in a new way!

My Predecessor, Jesus, introduced Me to His disciples
as “Another Helper” (Jn 14:16). They were worrying what
they would do when He would be taken away from them.
He was not only their Master but also their Friend. For
everything they approached Him, for help and
consultation. He told them not to be troubled in their
hearts because He would send Me in His place. His last
sermon was about Me. I prompted His bosom disciple
John to record it in his Gospel (Jn 14 & 16).

The very mention of My Name was allergic to people
for a long time. They thought I belonged to the Pentecostal
Church because I came down from Heaven on the Day of
Pentecost. But over the years they have found out from
the study of the Scriptures that I am a Gift from the Father
to any of His children who would want Me (Lk 11:13;
Acts 2:39).

Even though many Christians have now received Me,
they stop with their initial encounter with Me. What John
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the Baptist referred to as the “baptism with the Holy Spirit”
is only an introduction to a life with Me. I want you to
walk with Me moment by moment (Gal 5:25). My Greek
name is Parakletos, which means an ever-present Helper
alongside. Would you, My child, give me a patient ear as
I want to tell you how I can help you? It’s all for your
good, dear!

 The Heavenly Father is a worship-lover. Eventhough
angels have been worshipping Him non-stop from eternity
past, He is not satisfied. He longs for worship from men
and women. He looks for worshippers everywhere (Jn
4:23). Your worship actually does not add anything to
His Being, but He delights in it because that’s where
intimate fellowship begins (Acts 17:25).

God through Moses had given to His people many laws
on worship. It all became a mere ritual without spirit.
But God is a Spirit, not a substance. Worship therefore
must be spiritual (Jn 4:20-24; Acts 17:22-25). I am sent
to enliven your worship. When you open up yourself to
Me I will release your inner man so your soul will be
raptured into joyful praise (Phil 3:3).

To what extent you empty yourself and seek Me, to
that extent I will fill you. I will make your heart rejoice
and tongue glad. I will cause psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs flow out of your heart. You will make
melodies and your spirit will soar high in exultation (Eph
5:18-20). Not even David or Deborah had experienced
this dimension. This was reserved for you who is drenched
in My endtime showers!

Because language is the chief means of worship I
specifically touch your tongue. If you desire I will gift you
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with the ability to speak in languages which you have
neither learnt nor can understand (Acts 2:4; 10:46).
Through this gift you can bypass your mind and bless
God in your spirit. I will grant deep restfulness to your
inner man and you will be thoroughly refreshed.

My child, I also understand your difficulties in prayer.
Many times, especially when you go through difficult and
confusing situations, you do not know how and what to
pray. You are unable to find God’s mind. Don’t worry, I
am there for you. I will not only guide you in prayer but
also pray for you. I will groan for you when your language
cannot adequately express your sorrow. Depend on Me. I
will help in your weakness (Rom 8:26,27).

 I know you love the Bible, but many times you find it
difficult to understand. Don’t lose heart, my child, I’ve
come to explain to you its meaning. Do you know it was I
who authored the Scriptures? Moses wrote, David wrote,
Isaiah wrote, Daniel wrote, Luke wrote, Paul wrote, and
there were about 40 such writers. But I only inspired and
instructed them. I also superintended them while they
were writing. Not a single word was penned without My
authorisation (2 Pet 1:20,21). As such who can explain
the contents to you better than I? That’s why the Son of
God called Me as the Spirit of Truth. I am committed to
lead you into all truth (Jn 16:13).

Your natural mind cannot understand the deep things
of God. I will enlighten your mind so you will understand
His mysteries. Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have
entered into the heart of man the things which God has
prepared for those who love Him. But He reveals them to
you through Me. Just as your spirit alone knows what is

in you, I only know the things of God, because I am His
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Spirit. I do not want you miss any of what God has
promised you in His Word. My true ministers will not
attempt to explain to you those blessings through their
brilliance. Rather, they will speak to you under My
anointing (1 Cor 2:9-13). When you learn to recognize My
voice and whisper, no one can easily deceive you with
false teaching (1 Jn 2:26,27). I will grow you in the art of
discernment (1 Cor 2:15; Heb 5:14).

Don’t ever neglect to meditate the Bible. That is the
only guiding star in this world of darkness (2 Pet 1:19).
Don’t be deceived by strange voices. I also will not speak
on My own authority. I will take only from what the Father
and the Son have spoken (Jn 16:13; 15:26). Unless you
saturate your heart and mind with the written Word, what
can I remind you of at crucial situations? (Jn 14:26).

I am gentle as a dove. I won’t force Myself on anyone.
Unless you invite Me to help you, I will not assist you in
your study of the Scriptures (Psa 119:18). If you give Me
a free hand, I will transform you stage by stage so you as
a child of God will become like the very Son of God whom
you meet in the Holy Writ (2 Cor 3:18).

 Dear child, I would also like to help you in your battles
of life. Ever since We pushed Lucifer out of Heaven, he is
outrageously working against Us and the entire creation.
His main target is those who are redeemed by the blood
of Jesus. His kingdom of darkness is in constant collision
with Our Kingdom of light. Ultimate victory is Ours, but
the fight will be tough.

You are engaged in a warfare that is both within you
and without. I assure you of My help whether it is inner
conflict or external battle.
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The inner conflict is between your body and your mind.
You are not able to do what you desire, but you keep
doing what you hate. I hear your cry, “Who shall deliver
me from this wretched condition?” Fear not, I will take
care of you. I am the Spirit of Life. I will give you new
strength. I will empower you to overcome your sinful de-
sires (Rom 7:22-24). Keep walking with Me. Obey My
promptings whether you like them or not. If you resist
Me, who has actually come to help you, will I not be
grieved? If you keep on grieving Me, I may become quiet.
It’s not good for you, beloved (Gal 5:16).

I am a “holy” Spirit. I cannot tolerate anything unclean
in you. You are My temple. How can I see My temple
being defiled? (1 Cor 6:19). I create in you a love for holi-
ness and a hatred for sin. Keep your conscience sharp
and clear. Don’t close yourself when I turn My search-
light on you (Rev 2:23). If you run away from Me without
hearing My voice, you will become an easy prey to Satan
who is roaming about as a revenous wolf and a roaring
lion. If you must chase the devil, you need My backing. I
will stand with you only when you stay submitted to Me
(Js 4:5,7).

The enemy comes in like a flood, suddenly and over-
whelmingly. Don’t be scared. Hold your ground. I will lift
up a battle flag against him (Isa 59:19b). I will also train
your hands and fingers how to wield My sword against
the spiritual powers of wickedness (Eph 6:12,17). The
devil has no argument against My Word and Christ’s blood.
But don’t expect instant victories. The war may be long
drawn. The devil will not easily give up. Keep drawing
from My plentiful riches and drinking from My perenniel
rivers lest you get exhausted. It is neither by might nor
by power but by Me all battles are won (Zech 4:6).
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If you lose a battle don’t get discouraged. For My
people failure is never final. As long as I am here with
you, and the Father and the Son are up there for you,
don’t quit. Come apart with Me and I will tell you why you
failed. You will become more than a conqueror.

 I am grieved when I see My people walking around
with long faces. Your life on earth will not be without
worries but you must learn to live above them (Jn 16:33b).
I am the River of Joy. I proceed from the Throne in Heaven
and flow through the Church on earth. Have a bath in My
waters. Sit under the trees on the banks. You will be
healed of your hurts (Psa 46:4,5; Rev 22:1,2). I am the
Wind of Heaven. Enjoy My breeze. Your heaviness will
flee. I am the Oil of Gladness. Apply it on your head. You
will be relieved of tensions. I will turn your mourning into
dancing.

When problems mount up and pains increase,
remember you are not alone. I am not just with you, but
in you! (Jn 14:17b). I understand your pain more than
you feel it, because as God resident in you nothing is
hidden from Me. I suffer with you (Isa 63:9). I am your
Comforter for ever. I will strengthen your weak hands
and feeble knees. Lean on Me, My child, lean on Me! I will
heal your broken heart. I will give you beauty for ashes
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness (Isa
61:1-3).

Eating and drinking and such physical pleasures don’t
last long. Revel in Me. That’s what life in God’s Kingdom
means (Rom 14:17). I make the joy and peace of Jesus
real to you. It’s what the world cannot give or understand
or take away (Jn 14:26,27).
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Sometimes you may feel lonely and orphaned. You
would wonder whether I had left you. Remember, dear
child, I don’t make shunting trips between Heaven and
earth according to My moods and your condition. No, I
am always with you whether you feel so or not (Jn 14:16b).
If I have to vacate your heart everytime you displease Me,
I cannot be resident in any saint on earth (Psa 51:11).

 I want to bring you out of your apprehensions to
witness for Christ. You are afraid that people might mock
at you. Your throat chokes everytime you want to open
your mouth to share the gospel. The fear of ridicule
silences you. Don’t feel bad about it, My child. This was
the problem of the disciples of Jesus also eventhough
they had walked with Him for over three years. Can you
imagine how a key figure like Peter could ever deny and
disown Christ? Their weakness overpowered their
willingness. The problem was solved by My coming. That’s
why Jesus wouldn’t let them go out until they got filled
with My power (Acts 1:4). When I came upon them, the
cowards became challengers!

Be filled with Me. Don’t consider your timidity or boast
of your oratory skill. Depend on Me. I will grant you
boldness in all situations to speak forth the message of
the Cross (Acts 4:31). Your educational qualification is
not the criterion. You will see souls saved when you
witness to them for Christ in My power (Acts 1:8).

I will equip you with My gifts (1 Cor 12:7-10). You can
discern spirits. You can drive out demons. You can deliver
people from sin and sickness. You can demonstrate My
power through signs and wonders. You can denounce evil
through prophetic words. You can declare words of faith
into hopeless situations. You can demoralise the enemy’s
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agents. You can dethrone wicked powers from govern-
mental seats. You can declutch youth from drugs and
deception. All these and more in My power!

Satan will fight aginst you tooth and nail when you go
proclaiming the Gospel. He will not easily loosen his grip
on souls. Just because you go in My power, don’t think
he will stay silent. He will instigate people to work against
you. He will incite them to beat or burn you. I won’t
promise that no stone pelted at you will hit you, but I will
make your face angelic even if you will have to bleed to
death. I will keep your spirit sweet and not turn bitter
against the persecutors (Acts 6:15; 7:60). You will overflow
with My joy (Acts 13:50-52). I will rest on you as the Spirit
of Glory (1 Pet 4:14). Take heart!

As much as I anoint your words I will also adorn your
life with My fruit. I will radically change your temperament
if you let Me work deeply in you. I will make you a loving
Christian, joyful friend, peaceful citizen, patient sufferer,
kind boss, good neighbour, faithful husband, meek wife
and self-controlled minister (Gal 5:22,23). There will be
no argument against a life well lived.

 My child, I want to help you in your earthly job also.
It is my desire to make you efficient and effective in your
career. When you depend on My power and seek My
wisdom, you will shine in whichever field I place you. If
you are a doctor, with My help you can treat better; if an
engineer, build better; if a professor, teach better; if an
artist, paint better; if a farmer, cultivate better; if a
housewife, love better; and if a student, study better!

I filled Joseph with My wisdom and he saved Egypt in
famine. I filled Bezaleel with understanding and he
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excelled in artistic works for the Temple. I filled Daniel
with knowledge and he interpreted My revelations for
kings. I am the Spirit of Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel,
Might and Knowledge (Isa 11:2). There is no work or
profession where I cannot help you. But what I told you I
am telling you again: You must ask for My help, accept it
and acknowledge it.

I will fill you afresh each morning when you wait before
Me before starting off to work. My presence will be with
you in the workspot.

Offices, workshops and business centres all over the
world are plagued with corruption. Say no to malpractices.
Dare to be different. I will strengthen you. Through you I
will burn the chaff. Your superiors and colleagues will
come to you for counsel  because I have filled you with
My wisdom (Gen 41:37-40). If you are treated unjustly,
turn to Me. I will fill you with the fruit of patience.
Promotion comes from Me.

 I want you to enjoy good health. Your body is mortal
but I am there to quicken it (Rom 8:11). Your body is My
temple. I desire to see it in good shape. I will cause My
healing virtue flow into it. Appropriate the blessings of
the Cross. I will apply them on you.

I have endowed the Church with the gifts of healing.
Pray for one another in faith. You will see the gifts
operating. I also want you to enjoy soundness in mind.

My dear child, you are engaged to be married to Jesus.
I will be with you until I reach you Home safe into His
loving arms. Together as the Spirit and the Bride, let’s
say, Amen!
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Walking in the Spirit

When Revival comes,
God’s people resist carnality
in order to walk in the Holy Spirit!

This is a message to those who have received the Holy
Spirit. Unfortunately in most of the  spiritual circles, all
the emphasis is placed on the initial experience of being
baptised with the Holy Spirit, but very little is spoken
about the walk in the Spirit that should follow. A couple
married three years ago will know that the life after the
marriage is more important than the marriage function
itself, eventhough the function is most exciting. The same
is true in the ministry of the Holy Spirit also. Receiving
the anointing of the Holy Spirit with His baptismal power
is a thrilling experience, but the walk or life in the Holy
Spirit which follows the initial experience is what matters
most. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit administered by
the Lord Jesus Christ on His thirsty children is only the
beginning and not the end. It is actually a gateway into a
glorious walk with the Lord.

Here we shall study three important areas in our
spiritual life which need a moment-by-moment reliance
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on the Holy Spirit. They are—

(i) Fulfilling the WILL OF GOD;

(ii) Meditating on the WORD OF GOD;
(iii) Doing the WORK OF GOD.

These three are chosen because they are eternal in nature
as we see from the following Scripture passages—

“The world passes away, and the lust thereof: but he
who does the WILL OF GOD abides for ever” (1 Jn 2:l7).

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but MY WORDS

shall not pass away” (Mt 24:35).

“If any man’s WORK (for God) abides ... he shall receive
a reward” (1 Cor 3:14).

1. Holy Spirit & Will of God

Fulfilling the will of God is the most important business
for everyone of us here on earth. Jesus emphatically said,
“Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of
My Father who is in Heaven” (Mt 7:21).

The Bible reveals the will of God concerning us. For
our study, let’s take up two specific items—

One is from 1 Thessalonians 4:3, “This is the will of
God, even your sanctification.” The Holy Spirit is a “HOLY
Spirit,” and as such His primary ministry is to sanctify
every believer according to God’s standard of holiness as
revealed in His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. We read in 1
Corinthians 6:11 that we are sanctified by the Spirit of
our God. Holiness has got two sides— first is destruction
and then construction. This has been always the ministry
of God’s prophets. For example, see Jeremiah 1:10: “I
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have this day set you over the nations and over the
kingdoms, (i) to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy,
and to throw down; (ii) to build, and to plant. Now the
Holy Spirit does this work by (i) convicting and reproving
us of our sins, and (ii) producing His fruit in us to the
glory of God (Jn 16:8; Gal 5:22,23). Every Spirit-filled
believer should allow the Holy Spirit to search his heart
and try his reins to reveal the pet sins and God-displeasing
things of his life to be cleansed by the blood of Jesus.
And he must cooperate with the Holy Spirit by yielding
himself completely to His dealings to produce His fruit. I
believe, exercise, and advocate the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
but I say with the Word of God that “every tree is known
by its own FRUIT” (Lk 6:44).

Next, let’s consider 1 Thess 5:18, “In everything give
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus con-
cerning you.” God wants us to live a life filled with thanks
and praises. We are created for His praise. The Holy Spirit
leads the believer to an overflowing life of constant praise
to God. While listing out the various benefits of speaking
in unknown tongues, Paul says, “I will pray with the
spirit... I will sing with the spirit” (1 Cor 14:15). In verse
16, he speaks about blessing with the spirit and says
that when the Holy Spirit thus enables, “You verily give
thanks WELL” (v17). This spiritual exercise will greatly
enhance the devotional life of a believer leading him into
a powerful life of faith and fragrance.

These are some of the examples of God’s will in general
for every child of His. As we continually yield to the
ministry of the Holy Spirit on our lives, He will also enable
us to understand the “mind” or “will” of the Lord in specific
for our personal lives. Because, “the things of God knows
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no man, but the Spirit of God” (1 Cor 2:11). And the Spirit
“makes intercession for the saints according to the will
of God” (Rom 8:27). This way the children grow into sons.
“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro...” (Eph 4:14). “As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God” (Rom 8:14).

2. Holy Spirit & Word of God

The Word of God plays the most important role in the
life of a believer in the walk in the Spirit. Spirit-filled
Christians should be Scripture-filled Christians also. If

the one wing of a Christian is prayer, his other wing is
Bible meditation. Those who neglect the systematic study
and regular meditation of the Word of God will be doomed
with the following kinds of life—

(i) A defeated life — When tempted by the devil, the
Lord Jesus did not use His own arguments against Satan
but He repeatedly said, “It is written” (Lk 4:1-12). Also in
the Book of Revelation we read that “they overcame him

(Satan) by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony” (12:11). It is the Word of God which enables a
young man to cleanse his ways (Psa 119:9). The Word of
God is the Sword of the Spirit with which we can move on
into the offense for God to win victories (Eph 6:17).

(ii) A dwarfed life — Apart from the Word of God, there
is no growth possible for us. Peter in his first Epistle has
clearly written, “Desire the sincere milk of the Word that
you may grow thereby” (2:2). During His temptations in

the wilderness, Jesus quoted, “Man shall not live by bread
alone,  but by every Word of God” (Lk 4:4). Here the word
“live” means much more than just being alive. Growing
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spiritually means growing in the knowledge of the Lord,
and we get to know the Lord through His Word only.

(iii) A doubting life — Many Christians seem to look on
faith as a mysterious thing bestowed upon a few only.
This concept is contrary to the teaching of the Scriptures.
The Bible explains how faith comes. “Faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Rom 10:17).
The more you meditate on the Word of God the more you
will get faith because the Word of God has faith-producing
power. Here again, our faith in an individual increases as
we get to know his trustworthiness more and more.
Similarly as we read God’s Word more and more we begin
to realise the faithfulness and power and character of
God in a greater way, and that automatically increases
our faith.

(iv) A depressed life — The reason for the lack of joy in
the lives of most of the Christians is the neglect of Bible
in their lives. No true joy is possible for the one who has
not made the day-and-night meditation of the Word of
God his delight (Psa 1:2). The Psalmist confessed, “Your
testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they
are the rejoicing of my heart” (Psa 119:11). Even at times
of trial and great difficulties, it is the Word of God which
strengthens our hearts and keeps us off depression. This
was the Psalmist’s experience. For he wrote, “Unless Your
law had been my delight, I should then have perished in
my affliction” (Psa 119:92).

(v) A darkened life — Referring to the Scriptures, while
mentioning about its absolute divine authority, Apostle
Peter wrote, “We have also a more sure Word of prophecy;
where unto you do well that you take heed, as unto a
light that shines in a dark place, until the daydawn, and
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the daystar arises in your hearts” (2 Pet 1:19). The Word
of God was the source of guidance for the Psalmist as he
wrote, “Your Word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my
path” (119:105). A child of God who slights the Word of
God will find himself groping in darkness.

It is the Spirit of God who will enable us to enjoy all
the benefits of the Holy Scriptures because He is the
Author of it. Jesus said to His disciples, “The Comforter,
who is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My
Name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said to you” (Jn
14:26). The Holy Spirit always employs the Word of God
to shape every believer “unto a perfect man unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

3. Holy Spirit & Work of God

Jesus said, “You shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses
to Me ... to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). These are the
LAST WORDS of Jesus on Earth before His Ascension. We
read in the very next verse, “And when He had spoken
these things, while they beheld, He was taken up; and a
cloud received Him out of their sight.”

The supreme purpose of the descent of the Holy Spirit
is to provide believers with the necessary power to witness
for Christ. A Spirit-filled believer who is not witnessing
for Christ has forgotten or not known the very purpose of
God’s Gift. The power of the Holy Ghost is not to be
contained within oneself for selfish reasons. The word
“POWER” of Acts 1:8 comes from the original word
“dunamis” after which is the explosive named as
“dynamite.” And this dynamic power is to make us Christ’s
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WITNESSES. It is challenging to note that the root word
in Greek for “witnesses” as used here is “martyrs.” Think
of the tremendous potentiality of the Spiritfulness. How
sad many of us sit lethargically doing nothing for the
advancement of the Kingdom of God! We are empowered
to “witness to the world,” and not simply “witness the
world.”

It is only when we keep on witnessing for Jesus we will
realize more and more of the efficacy of Spiritfulness. Only
a busy soulwinner can understand most of the New
Testament passages because the New Testament was
written by soulwinners to soulwinners. When 83 people
die every minute, it is unpardonable for a Spirit-filled
believer if he stays quiet. Has not “the love of God” which
sent Jesus Christ into this sinful world to die for every
man and woman “shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit?” (Rom 5:5).



126

12

Righteousness

in New Heaven & New Earth

When Revival comes,
God’s people long for practical righteousness
in all areas of their lives!

The basic characteristic of the New Heaven and New
Earth is seen in 2 Peter 3:13, “We, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.”

Because our future abode, the New Heaven and New
Earth, is known for its indwelling righteousness, we as
citizens of that New Heaven and New Earth, sojourning
here on earth, should manifest that righteousness. “If
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Cor
5:17). Here we have the shade of the life of the New Heaven
and New Earth. All that concerns God’s people should be
known for its righteousness. The Bible crystallises this
truth in many places—

The Church is called the “City of Righteousness.” “I
will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors
as at the beginning. Afterward you shall be called, The
City of Righteousness, the faithful city” (Isa 1:26). The
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members of the Church are called the “Congregation of
Righteousness.” “The ungodly shall not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the right-
eous” (Psa 1:5). Even the individual members are named
after righteousness. “To console those who mourn in Zion,
to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of
the Lord, that He may be glorified” (Isa 61:3). Christ, the
head of the Church is titled “a Righteous Branch!” “Behold,
the days are coming, says the Lord, that I will raise to
David a Branch of Righteousness; a King shall reign and
prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness on the
earth” (Jer 23:5). Our light will be God Himself, the Sun
of righteousness. “To you who fear My name the Sun of
Righteousness shalt arise with healing in His wings; and
you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves (Mal
4:2). Our food in that city will be the “Word of Righteous-
ness.” “I have sworn by Myself; the Word has gone out of
My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that to
Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath”
(Isa 45:23). We shall be fed day and night by the Word of
Righteousness, in the city of righteousness, under the Sun
of righteousness. Our protection from the onslaught of
the enemy is the “armour of righteousness.” “By the word
of truth, by the power of God, by the Armour of Righteous-
ness on the right hand and on the left” (2 Cor 6:7).

To summarise —

The Church is the City of Righteousness.
The members are the Congregation of righteousness.
The individual member is a Tree of Righteousness.
The Head, is the Branch of Righteousness.
The light is the Sun of Righteousness.
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The food is the Word of Righteousness.
The defence is the Armour of Righteousness.

So we conclude that all that goes with God’s people
must be righteous. What characterises the New Earth
should beautify the Church today. Only then can we enjoy
Heaven on Earth. But our adversary the devil constantly
opposes us to keep us from this ecstatic life. If we recognise
his fiery darts and extinguish them, righteousness shall
flourish.

Oppositions to a Life of Righteousness

1. Self-Righteousness

Turn to Romans 10:2,3 for an enlightening passage.
These are the words of Paul about the people of Israel:
“I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but
not according to knowledge. For they, being ignorant of
God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness
of God.”

A man is obstinate to the righteousness of God not
because he refutes it, but because he esteems it. In fact
all those who believe in God confess His righteousness
but they embrace not the righteousness of God because
they try to establish their own righteousness. Your
righteousness and God’s cannot dwell together. This is
the eternal problem of man. Man wants God and self. We
appraise His holiness, admire His supremeness and
acknowledge His goodness, but we would not adhere to
His righteousness! We go about establishing our own
righteousness. We want God and our own way. Down with
our titular righteous life!
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Paul preaches aptly to us, quoting his own life: “Though
I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else
thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so:
circumcised on the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; con-
cerning the law, a pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting
the Church; concerning the righteousness which is in the
law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, these I
have counted loss for Christ. But indeed I also count all
things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ;
and be found in Him, not having my own righteous-
ness, which is from the law, but that which is through
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God
by faith” (Phil 3:4-9).

Paul had everything he could boast of — a personal
status, social status, religious status, family status and
racial status. But the moment he was confronted with
God’s righteousness, he joined Isaiah in a desperate
demeanour. “We are all like an unclean thing, and all our
righteousness are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away”
(Isa 64:6).

Beloved, come to a meaningful commitment right now.
Cry to God, “All my own righteousness, all the morality
that I have, all the goodness that I possess, are filthy before
You.” It is easy to confess His righteousness and chant a
cadence of holy, holy, holy; but that will not change you
until you learn to count your righteousness as rubbish.

We learn a valuable truth from the first man to be called
“righteous” — Abel. “By faith Abel offered to God a more
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excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness
that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and
through it he being dead still speaks” (Heb 11:4). John
adds to his credit: “Not as Cain, who was of the wicked
one and who murdered his brother. And why did he murder
him? Because his works were evil, and his brother’s
righteous” (1 Jn 3:12).

The only answer we could arrive at to the question why
God accepted only the gift of Abel is, there was blood in
his sacrifice. When we trust in the Blood of Jesus we
confess, “There is nothing righteous in me. I need Your
blood to cover me and make me righteous.” How profound!
The only place where the greatness of God and the
smallness of man could meet is the Blood of Jesus Christ.
Hallelujah! The Blood of Christ makes us righteous.

Now look at Noah. He was the first person in whose life
story the word righteousness occurs in the Bible. “Then
the Lord said to Noah, Come into the ark, you and all
your family, because I have seen that you are righteous
before Me in this generation” (Gen 7:1).  Again, it is in the
life of Noah the word “grace” occurs for the first time in
the Bible. “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Gen
6:8). This is the Noah who twinkles in a reference to New
Heaven and New Earth of 2 Peter 3:5,6,13, “For this they
willfully forget: that by the Word of God the heavens were
of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the
water, by which the world that then existed perished, being
flooded with water ... Nevertheless we, according to His
promise, look for New Heaven and New Earth in which
righteousness dwells.”

Abel found righteousness through the blood, and Noah
found righteousness through grace. The New Testament
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concept of righteousness finds embodiment in these two
phrases — Blood of Christ and Grace of Christ. Gaze into
the New Heaven and New Earth which is yours today, in
the spiritual sense, through the Blood and through Grace.

Would you be free from your burden of sin?

There’s power in the BLOOD, power in the BLOOD;

Would you over evil a victory win?

There is wonderful power in the BLOOD.

There is power, power, wonder-working power

In the BLOOD of the Lamb;

There is power, power, wonder-working power

In the precious BLOOD of the Lamb.

Would you be free from your passion and pride?

There’s power in the BLOOD, power in the BLOOD;

Come for a cleansing to Calvary’s tide;

There’s wonderful power in the BLOOD.

Would you be whiter much whiter than snow?

There’s power in the BLOOD, power in the BLOOD;

Sin stains are lost in its life-giving flow;

There’s wonderful power in the BLOOD.

Would you do service for Jesus your King?

There’s power in the BLOOD, power in the BLOOD;

Would you live daily His praises to sing;

There’s wonderful power in the BLOOD.

Bring all your past life of sin and shame, your hidden
and secret sins before God. You cannot do anything good
to undo what you have committed. Plead for the grace of
God on the meritorious Blood of Christ. There is power in
the Blood. There is hope in the Blood, however dark your
past may be. As the Holy Spirit brings your past sins to
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your remembrance, confess them, and the Blood will cover
them. Let not the devil condemn you. There is power in
the Blood. Move into the Blood of Christ. “The blood of
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 Jn 1:7).
“Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord,
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be
as wool” (Isa 1:18). Righteous through the Blood of Christ
by the grace of Christ! Hallelujah!

2. Youthful Lusts

The second thing that opposes practical righteousness
is youthful lusts. “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue
righteousness” (2 Tim 2:22).

Immediately after calling us to flee youthful lusts we
are asked to pursue righteousness. If you keep yielding
yourself to youthful lusts, you will go far away from the
righteousness of God, and a decadence of your hunger
and thirst after God’s righteousness will result.

Follow the sequence from verse 19 of 2 Tim 2. “The
foundation of God stands, having this seal: The Lord knows
those who are His, and, let everyone who names the name
of Christ depart from iniquity. But in a great house there
are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood
and clay; some for honour, and some for dishonour.
Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he
will be a vessel for honour, sanctified and useful for the
Master, prepared for every good work. Flee also youthful
lusts; but pursue righteousness.”

Our God-given body is a vessel to honour Him. Though
this is your sincere desire from the depths of your heart,
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yet you find alluring youthful lusts dragging you behind.
There is a conflict between a call to a life of honour unto
God and a call to the base lusts of the flesh. This is the
basic problem of youth today. This is not a temptation to
be resisted as those of anger, envy or hatred. The Bible
does not tell us to “resist” youthful lusts but to “FLEE.”
You will become a chaser of shadows if you try to follow
after righteousness without fleeing youthful lusts.
Resisting will fail as far as youthful lusts are concerned.
The only answer to victory is “FLEEING!”

“This is the will of God, your sanctification: that you
should abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you
should know how to possess his own vessel in sancti-
fication and honour, not in passions of lust, like the
Gentiles who do not know God; that no one should take
advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter,
because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also
forewarned you and testified” (1 Thess 4:3-6). These verses
lay before us the naked fact that you cannot commit
adultery without defrauding your brother. Beware of
crossing the barbed wire. Do not defraud those with whom
you fellowship, work and move.

Peter deals with righteousness in another context: 2
Pet 2:5-8, “God... turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction,
making them an example to those who afterward would
live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, who was
oppressed with the filthy conduct of the wicked, for that
righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his
righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing
their lawless deeds.” The leading sin of Sodom and
Gomorrah was homosexuality as is plain from Genesis
19:4-7.
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Many youth are inescapably entangled in this sinful
act of homosexuality. In some countries homosexuality is
recognised by the government. Homosexuals are paid a
stipend to support themselves and given quarters to live
in. It is prevalent among women also. This so-called science
has pervaded some cities of India and soon would can-
cerate the whole land. Our youth world is racing towards
this decline. It will soon be a fashion to be a homosexual.

If you are hooked in this filthy habit, I do not condemn
you but call you lovingly to come out. Do not live in self-
condemnation, believing the lie of devil that you can never
come out of it and you are born homosexual. You have
hope in the Blood of Christ: you have hope in the power of
Christ. All things are possible with God. “The things which
are impossible with men are possible with God” (Lk 18:27).
Amen.

If you come across a homosexual, may your bowels be
troubled for him, because he is living in hell. Tell him of
the glories of Heaven. Assure him Jesus can deliver him.
Stress the fact that if the Son of God shall make him free
he shall be free indeed. Bear this boon to the thousands
of homosexuals and bring them out of bondage.

3. Faulty Interpersonal Relationships

The third opposition to righteousness is faulty
interpersonal relationships. “If you have bitter envy and
self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against
the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but
is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-
seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing will be there.
But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the
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fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who
make peace” (Js 3:14-18). Verse 14 brings out the anta-
gonism between bitter envy or self-seeking and righteous-
ness. These opposing factors to righteousness emerge as
faulty interpersonal relationships.

Romans 14:17 speaks of the Kingdom of God as
primarily righteousness, while verses 10 and 13 fit in as
a prelude, pointing to us the importance of right inter-
personal relationships. “Why do you judge your brother?
Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we
shall all stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ...
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather,
resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to
fall in our brother’s way... For the Kingdom of God is not
food and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit.” Paul draws our attention to three things
here—

a) Judge not.
b) Despise not.
c) Offend not.

The field of interpersonal relationships has been an
utter failure to most of us. All our knowledge of the Scrip-
ture, possession of various Study Bibles, and participation
in numerous Camps and Conferences are a shame to us
as long as our interpersonal relationships lie in wrecks
and ruins. The activities of the local Church are delapitate
because of judging one another, despising one another
and offending one another. Let me give you a prophetic
foreboding that unless we take down-to-earth effort to
rectify these defects in us to construct aright our inter-
personal relationships, our ministries would lose the
anointing and blessing of God, and bring only dishonour
to His Name.
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“Therefore, my beloved brothers, let every man be swift
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of
man does not produce the righteousness of God” (Js
1:19,20). The reason why we are not able to produce God’s
righteousness at various levels of our life and ministry is
we are filled with wrath. Covering up rottenness and
projecting our own righteousness is spiritual dishonesty.
Be frank with yourself and take up the challenge to set
right your smashed-up interpersonal relationships. This
will be pleasing in the eyes of God to bring down His
showers of blessings upon you. Restitute matters right
today with those whom you have wronged. Remove your
wrath and receive your wreath.

“In this the children of God and the children of the
devil are manifest: whoever does not practice righteous-
ness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother”
(1 Jn 3:10). How intricately interwoven are love towards
God’s people and righteousness! The child of God is one
who loves his neighbour and does righteousness. The child
of the devil is he who claims to practise righteousness
but loves not his brother. Settle matters with those whom
you have wronged before it is too late because your
mutilated relationships will block the flow of God’s
righteousness. Reconcile! Restitute! Restore!

4. Worldliness & Fellowship with unbelievers

“Do not be deceived: evil company corrupts good
habits. Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some
do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this to your
shame” (1 Cor 15:33,34).

The first verse of the first Psalm disapproves of any
fellowship with unbelievers: “Blessed is the man who walks
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path
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of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful.” This is the
doctrine of separation. The Psalm continues the counsel
that if we have developed a bond of companionship with
the ungodly and the scornful, we cannot walk in the
“congregation of the righteous.” It becomes clear that the
way of the godly and that of the ungodly are like two poles
which never meet. “The Lord knows the way of the
righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” The
counsel of the ungodly is not the way of the righteous; the
righteous cannot identify himself with the ways of the
sinners; and the seat of the scornful is no place for the
righteous. Be friendly with them, but be not submerged
in their friendship. If you are after the way of righteous-
ness, remove all trace of ungodly counsel, sinful ways
and scornful seats from your life. You can then stride
along the pink path of righteousness. Walking into a wrong
company leads to a decadence of standing there, and finally
sitting there! Sin, like holiness, takes a ladder pattern.

Meditate on the five questions in 2 Cor 6 for a sharper
knowledge of this sifting process. It starts with the subject
under study — “righteousness.”

“What fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness?”
“What communion has light with darkness?”
“What accord has Christ with Belial?”
“What part has a believer with an unbeliever?”
“What agreement has the temple of God with idols?”

The discussion of separation starts with the screening
of righteousness from unrighteousness. This is  the dawn
of the Bible. “And God saw the light, that it was good; and
God divided the light from the darkness” (Gen 1:4). And
also its dusk. “He who is unjust, let him be filthy still; he
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who is righteous let him be righteous still; he who is holy,
let him be holy still” (Rev 22:11). God’s dividing line passes
through the just and the unjust, righteous and the un-
righteous, holy and the filthy. It is God’s plan throughout
the ages.

5. Covetousness

1 Timothy 6:6-1 l, “Godliness with contentment is great
gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is

certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and
clothing with these we shall be content. But those who
desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from
the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee
these things, and pursue righteousness.”

Anyone who loves money cannot fulfill the righteous-
ness of God. Open fists are a must if we are to receive
God’s blessings — the righteousness we crave for. “Lift
up your hands and pray” — but when you do that, see
that your hands are open and not tightly clenching money!

Jesus said, “Do not worry, saying, what shall we eat?
or, what shall we drink? or, what shall we wear? For after
all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father

knows that you need all these things. But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness; and all these
things shall be added to you” (Mt 6:31-33). Do not run
after material things. They will come after you if you seek
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness first.
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2 Cor 9:6-9 deals with material-mindedness from a
different angle. “This I say: He who sows sparingly shall
also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in
his heart, so let him give, not grudgingly, or of necessity;
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all
grace abound toward you, that you, always having all
sufficiency in all things, have an abundance for every good
work. As it is written: He has dispersed abroad, he has
given to the poor; his righteousness remains forever.”
The more liberal we become in giving away our money,
the greater we will enjoy God’s righteousness. “Now may
He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food,
supply and multiply the seed you have sown, and increase
the fruits of your righteousness” (v10).

(This article is the first of the three Talks delivered by the
author, under the Theme, New Heaven & New Earth, in

Blesso ’81, the 11th Annual Camp of the Blessing Youth Mission,
in Thanjavur, Tamilnadu, to a gathering of about 1000 young
men.)
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13

My Organs on the Altar

When Revival comes,
God’s people passionately surrender their organs
as instruments of righteousness.

One of the outstanding promises in the New Testament
for victorious Christian living is Romans 6:14, “Sin shall
not have dominion over you, for you are not under law
but under grace!” Apostle Paul goes on to state the
condition to experience this blessing: v19, “Present your
organs as slaves of righteousness for holiness!”

Here’s a questionnaire to help us examine ourselves
in the light of the Scriptures and to surrender our organs
on the altar of God.

My Heart

Have I opened my heart to Jesus?  (Rev 3:20)

Is there any unconfessed hidden sin in my heart?

 (Prov 28:13)
Is my heart cleansed from the sins

listed in Mark 7:21,22?
Do I love God with all my heart? (Mt 22:37)
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Have I forgiven everyone in my heart? (Mt 6:15)

Am I proud? (Prov 16:5)

Is there jealousy? (Prov 14:30)

Have I humbled myself and reconciled with everyone
I have wronged? (Mt 5:23,24)

My Body

Have I presented my body to God as a living sacrifice?
(Rom 12:1)

Am I defiling my body, which is the temple of the Holy
Spirit, with unclean habits? (1 Cor 6:18,19)

Am I an over-eater? Lazy? (Prov 21:25)

Is my manner of dress pleasing to God and an example to
others? (Rom 12:2)

My Eyes

Have I kept the covenant with my eyes before God?
(Job 31:1)

Are my eyes free from lustful look?  (Mt 5:28; 6:22,23)

Do they look straight? (Prov 4:25)

Are my eyes compassionate towards the needy and the
suffering?  (Mt 25:35-40)

My Mouth

Have I surrendered my unruly tongue to God?
(Js 1:26; 3:8)

Are the words of my mouth acceptable in God’s sight?
(Psa 19:14)

Do I lie or exaggerate?  (Mt 5:37)

Do I condemn and judge?  (Lk 6:37)
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Self-boasting? (Prov 27:2)

Vain chat? (Mt 12:36)

Backbiting? (Psa 15:3)

Do I confess Christ publicly? (Mt 10:32)

Are my words seasoned with love and grace? (Col 4:6)

My Ears

Do I keep my ears open to evil reports about others?
(Psa 15:3)

Do I listen to filthy songs and suggestive stories?
(1 Thess 5:22)

Do I turn a deaf ear to the cry of the destitute? (Js 1:27)

My Hands

Are my hands pure and free from corruption? (Psa 24:4)

Do I take or give bribe? (Psa 15:5)

Have I stolen others? (Ezek 33:15)

Am I piercing myself with the love of money?
 (1 Tim 6:10)

Do I give my money liberally to God for the extension of
His Kingdom?  (2 Cor 9:7)

Are my hands the extension of the hands of Jesus to bless
even those who curse me? (Mt 5:44)

My Knees

Am I regular in my prayer life?  (Dan 6:10)

Morning quiet time? (Prov 8:17)

How much time do I spend daily on my knees with the
open Bible?  (Mt 26:40; Psa 119:97)
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Do I pray with tears for souls and revival? (Lam 2:11,19)

Do I pray for those who abuse and persecute me?
(Mt 5:44)

Do I neglect fellowshipping with God’s children?
(Heb 10:24,25)

My Feet

Do I neglect the will of God and walk in the counsel of the
ungodly? (Psa 1:1)

Do I go to places not conducive to my spiritual health?
(Psa 1:1; Prov 7:25-27)

Do I obey the Great Commission of Jesus? (Mk 16:15)

Do I go to the cast-outs on the highways and byways?
(Lk 14:23)

Unevangelized villages? Unreached hill tribes? (Isa 52:7)

Are my feet always shod with the preparation of the Gospel
of peace to go out-where-the sinners-are? (Eph 6:15)

(This questionaire was distributed during the
Self-examination Hour to the 1000 delegates of
Blesso ’75, the 5th Annual Camp of the Blessing
Youth Mission in Thanjavur, South India.)
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When Revival comes,
God’s people boast only of God
and the Cross of Christ!

14

The Sin of Pride

One awful sin we must resist in our life and that of the
Church is PRIDE. The middle letter of “pride” is “I” just as
“I” is the middle letter of “sin.” Self is at the heart of all sin.
Satan is the proudest person, and Jesus is the humblest
person. It is said there are mainly seven kinds of pride we
must fight against—

1. Pride of the ACE

This means pride of success or achievement. But the
Bible says, “It is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs,
but of God who shows mercy” (Rom 9:16). Again, “The
horse is prepared for the day of battle but deliverance is of
the  Lord” (Prov 21:31). Apostle Paul rightly said, “Not that
we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being
from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God” (2 Cor 3:5).
All glory belongs to God and He will allow none to touch it.

2. Pride of FACE

This is the pride of complexion, features or beauty. We
should never forget that beauty is only skin-deep. If you
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look much better than many others, just thank God for this
blessing and stay humble. “For who makes you differ from
another? And what do you have that you did not receive?”
(1 Cor 4:7). Thank God for handsome men and beautiful
women, but God prefers inner holiness to outer beauty.
Also, “Let not the mighty man glory in his might” because
“God has chosen  the weak things of the world to put to
shame the things which are mighty” (Jer 9:23; 1 Cor 1:27).

3. Pride of GRACE

This boasts of spiritual gifts, abilities and experiences.
This spiritual pride is the most arrogant of all brands of
pride. Ministers and preachers must specially guard
themselves against this. We should never make a show-off
in the pulpit. We must learn to reflect all glory and honour
to God when people appreciate and applaud us. God can
use humble men only. That is why He even refused to
remove the thorn from Paul’s flesh even after his repeated
prayer, just to keep him humble amidst the “abundance of
revelations” (2 Cor 12:1-10).

4. Pride of LACE

This refers to clothes and ornaments. Clothes and
ornamentals are blessings from the Lord. But God abhors
when we walk with a proud consciousness of these
wearings. Take two examples from the Scripture. The
daughters of Zion were haughty and they walked with pride
and so God said He would take away all apparels and
jewels from them (Isa 3:16-23). On the other hand, Sarah
had all the blessings of precious clothes and ornaments,
but she stayed humble and her meek spirit was her
greatest adornment. Apostle Peter admonishes us to follow
her example (Gen 24:10,22,30,53; 1 Pet 3:1-6). In these
days when for everything there is imitation and sometimes
one gets a better show at a lower cost, those who dress
simple are most sensible.
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5. Pride of MACE

Mace means a symbolic staff, an ensign of authority.
This speaks of our power or position. All truly great men
have been humble people. They always realise that
“exaltation (or promotion) comes neither from the east nor
from the west nor from the south. But God is the Judge: He
puts down one, and exalts another” (Psa 75:6-7). The
higher we go the humbler we must remain. “Jesus, being in
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with
God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of
a servant ... He humbled Himself” (Phil 2:6,7). Let this
mind of Christ be in us!

6. Pride of PACE

The modern age is characterised by words like quick,
fast, speed, instant, and so on. It is true we should not be
lethargic in our life and work and ministry, but our
hastiness cannot defy God’s law and time. Jesus said He
must work fast before the night came but He had to wait for
30 years to begin His public ministry. Those who are
talented and able to do things fast should not look down on
others who are by nature slow. Some ministers of the
Gospel are pretty fast and pushy, and their output may be
more. But they should not be puffed up by this. They must
do all that is possible to help the weaker ministers. There is
no place for competition in the Body of Christ.

7. Pride of RACE

And sometimes that of PLACE! Casteism has done more
harm to the Church in India than any other social evil.
Where is the distinction of Jew or Greek after coming to
Christ? If the Gospel could break the wall of partition
between the Jews and Gentiles, there can be no place for
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any other such wall in the whole world wherever there is
the influence of the Gospel. Let’s cast away casteism at any
cost. There is strong caste distinctions among the primitive
tribes in India but I am talking about us, so-called civilized!

Brothers and sisters, God resists the proud but He gives
grace to the humble. Fall down before Him in intelligent
repentance. God is looking for broken men to bless this
broken and torn world. Let’s cry, “Break me, melt me,
mould me and fill me,” and then the Spirit of the Living God
will fall afresh on us to turn this world towards Him.

When I survey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God;
All the vain things that charm me most—
I sacrifice them to His blood.

— Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
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15

Love God, Love Men!

When Revival comes,
God’s people become unblocked channels
of His overflowing love to their fellowmen!

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the
first and great commandment. And the second is like unto
it. You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets” (Mt
22:27-39).

The two great commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ
are to “LOVE!” Love is of God, and God is love. One who
does not love does not know God (1 Jn 4:7-8). Of the three
great Christian virtues it is said, “Now abide faith, hope
and love, these three; but the greatest of these is love”
(1 Cor 13:13). In this message, let’s consider in detail
certain practical implications of these two great command-
ments of love.

1. LOVE GOD!

God demands our ALL — all our heart, all our soul, all
our mind. He shall have our all or nothing. If Christ is not
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Lord of all, He is not Lord at all! None and nothing should

take the place due to God in our lives. Anyone or anything
that takes the place due to God is an IDOL. Our God is a
“jealous” God! The word next to ‘love’ is ‘hate.’ There is
nothing in between. If you do not love God with your all, to
tell it in the Bible language, you hate Him. “I the Lord your
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity... of them that
hate Me, And showing mercy unto thousands of them who
love Me, and keep My commandments” (Ex 20:5,6). Dear
friend, in all the affairs of your life, let the Lord Jesus
Christ “have the preeminence” (Col 1:18). Let’s look at
certain groups of people who might come between us and
God so we would not be able to love God with our all —

a) Parents/Family

“Honour your father and mother” is “the first
commandment with promise” (Eph 6:2). But, parents
cannot take the place of God in your life. That’s what the
Bible means when it says, “Obey your parents IN THE

LORD!” (Eph 6:1). God first, parents and family next. It will
not be possible for a believer to please his parents in
everything, but he should unquestionably please God in
anything and everything. Comparatively speaking, your
first obligation is to God than to your parents because your
parents know you since your birth only but God knows you
before you were formed in your mother’s womb, even
before the foundations of the world. There is none on earth
who will so lovingly look after you like your parents, but
the Lord who keeps you “neither slumbers nor sleeps” (Psa
121:4). Don’t misunderstand me. The idea here is not in
anyway to decry our honour due to our parents but to
emphasize the absolute necessity of our utmost and
supreme love and devotion to God.
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A few examples:

(i) One young man who repented of his sins and believed
on the Lord Jesus Christ told me that he very much
wanted to be baptized in water obeying the commandment
of Christ, but his parents would not like it. Here is where
one has to decide between the two. For spiritual matters,
each one is personally accountable to God. There can be no
better example than the Lord Jesus Christ. He honoured His
parents till the end (Jn 19:26,27). But, read the instance in
Luke 2:41-52. “He said to them, How is it that you sought
Me? Know you not that I must be about My Father’s
business? And they UNDERSTOOD NOT what He spoke to
them. And He went down with them to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them” (vv 49-51). Here we find Jesus obeying
His parents “IN THE LORD!”

(ii) Let’s consider the question of marriage. If your
parents are also committed Christians, then they will not
suggest any unbelieving partner for you. Suppose they are
not believers and they propose a girl for you who is not
born again, what should you do? On any occasion, a
believer can never be yoked with an unbeliever in marriage.
The Word of God completely rules out the possibility of an
unholy alliance. Explain to your parents your Scriptural
conviction and pray that the Lord would intervene. But
God may not always make things easy. He expects you to
take a bold stand. Don’t be like the young man who fled
away being unable to stand the situation! (Mk 14:51,52).
Jesus clearly said, “He who loves father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me!” (Mt 10:37).

(iii) I have sadly come across many young men who have
backslidden after marriage. As marriage was instituted by
God, marriage at the right perspective will only boost up
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one’s spiritual life and never bring it down. Then, why such
sad stories? Perhaps they have permitted their partners to
take God’s place in their lives. Here is the J-O-Y method for
holiness and happiness in married life. Let the partners
have the following dictum for themselves:

J-esus first

O-thers next

Y-ourself last

i.e First, to please God; second, to bless others; third, to
satisfy yourselves.

b) Friends

Someone rightly said, “Salvation is breaking and
making of bonds!” Many young people have made a
shipwreck of their faith because they have permitted their
friends to come between them and God. Don’t hesitate to
break your ungodly commitments. Follow the procedure
given in Proverbs 6:1-5. Don’t delay to severe any
relationship which will endanger the growth of your
spiritual life. Don’t be merciful towards it even if it is as
dear as your eye or your hand (Mt 5:29,30).

c) Preachers

Hero-worshipping the preachers and ministers of the
Gospel is too common these days in Christendom. One
sad reason for this spiritual plague is that many preachers
“seek” it, and they lust for the “praises of men”. When
God blessed Paul and Barnabas with a wonderful ministry
of miracles in Lystra, the men of that place came towards
them with garlands. They even wanted to sacrifice for
them. See the reaction of the Apostles to this carnal act:
“Which  when the Apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of,
they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying
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out, and saying, Sirs, why do you these things? We also
are men of like passions with you, and preach to you that
you should turn from these vanities to the living God”
(Acts 14:14,15). You must respect the servants of God
but never make them your heroes and idolise them. Be
an admirer of Jesus alone. It is sickening to see a believer
all the time talking about some ‘star’ preacher. Here’s a
beautiful chorus —

Let’s talk about Jesus,

The King of kings is He,
The Lord of lords Supreme

Through all eternity:
The great I am the Way,

The Truth, the Life, the Door;
Let’s talk about Jesus
More and more!

2. LOVE MEN!

Rightly Jesus said that the commandment to love our
neighbours as ourselves is “LIKE” the first and great
commandment (Mt 22:39). Because, “If a man says, I love
God, and hates his brother, he is a liar: for he who does
not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love
God whom he has not seen?” (1 Jn 4:20). “And this
commandment we have from Him, that HE WHO LOVES
GOD MUST LOVE HIS BROTHER ALSO” (v21).

Under this head, we shall consider three categories of
people for proper understanding —

a) Neighbours

“Love your neighbour as yourself” (Mt 22:39). This is
one of the most revolutionary teachings of Christ. From
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the human point of view, this commandment looks rather
impossible. But with God’s new nature in us and with
His power, it should be possible for us to obey it, because
Christ never gave any impossible-to-obey commandments.
These practical suggestions will help—

(i) Deny yourself: The problem with many of us is that
we love ourselves too much. Jesus laid down the condition
of discipleship very plainly : “If any man will come after
Me, him deny himself, and take up his cross daily and
follow Me” (Lk 9:23). Don’t try to have everything you
‘want’. See if you really ‘need’ it. Denying ourselves of
certain non-essentials and unnecessary comforts is a
positive step towards enabling us to love our neighbours
as ourselves.

(ii) Learn sacrificial giving: Everyone us has a definite
part in the possible relief of the suffering. Apostle James
very strongly advocates practical religion in his Epistle:
“If a brother or sister is naked, and destitute of daily food,
and one of you says to them, depart in peace, be you
warmed and filled; you give them not those things which
are needful to the body, what does it profit?” (2:15,16).
“Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and keep himself unspotted from the world” (1:27). You
may have the religion of the “Priest” or the “Levite,” but
do you have the compassion of the “Samaritan?” (Lk
10:30-33). True love manifests in giving. “God so loved
the world that He GAVE!” (Jn 3:16). You can give without
loving; but you cannot love without giving!

b) Enemies

Does a Christian have enemies? The enemies of a
Christian are not those whom he hates but those who
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hate him, do not agree with him, those who oppose abuse
him, and so on. “LOVE YOUR ENEMIES,” said Jesus. Also,
“Bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who despitefully use you, and
persecute you” (Mt 5:44). This is a loud challenge. How to
do it?

(i) Meditate on God’s love towards your enemies: Look
at the character of God, Our Father: “... your Father who
is in Heaven: for He makes His sun to rise on the good
and bad and sends rain on the just and on the unjust”
(Mt 5:45), “Be therefore perfect, even as your Father who
is in Heaven is perfect” (v48). Think on these facts: Jesus
shed His blood and died for your enemies also; they can
also come to the same Heaven by repenting and believing;
you were also perhaps an abuser and enemy of God’s
people before your conversion; and so on.

(ii) Meditate on Christ’s behaviour towards His enemies:
We are quite familiar with the prayer of Jesus while He
was being nailed on to the cross. “Father, forgive them;
for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). In the Pro-
phecy, the Lord Jesus Christ refers to those who wounded
Him as His friends! (Zech 13:6). “And one shall say to
him, What are these wounds in your hands? Then he
shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the
house of my FRIENDS.” Imagine how Jesus would have
acted at every situation and you relate it to yours.

c) Fellow believers

Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also
love one another. BY THIS shall all men know that you
are My disciples, if you have love one for another” (Jn
13:34-35). Love and unity among God’s people has no



155

substitute. This is God’s secret for world impact. But
unfortunately we have miserably failed in this area.
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to
dwell together in UNITY! It is like the precious ointment
on the head, that ran down on the beard, even Aaron’s
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; as
the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended on
the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded
the BLESSING, even life for evermore” (Psa 133:1-3).
Oneness was the secret of Pentecost (Acts 2:1). This is
the only way to challenge the forces that threaten the
Church today. Here are certain practical tips—

(i) Love those who do not perhaps see eye-to-eye with
you: I do not believe that any two believers on earth see
eye-to-eye with each other in everything. That was never
God’s intention in creation. He has created us as
individuals. But Christ is not divided and so in Christ
there can be perfect harmony and oneness between
believers. As believers, are we not all washed by the SAME
BLOOD? Are we not worshipping the SAME FATHER? Have
we not accepted the SAME SAVIOUR? Are we not going to
the  SAME HEAVEN? This does not mean that one should
compromise on his doctrinal convictions. The point is that
I should not find it difficult to LOVE a brother, who belongs
to the family of God as I am, simply because he does not
share my views.

(ii) Love those from whom you may not perhaps get any
benefit: Jesus asked, “If you greet your brothers only,
what do you do more than others? Do not even the
publicans do so?” (Mt 5:47). Publicans were tax-collectors.
They may not greet every tax-payer but those who would
perhaps give them some ‘tips’ or ‘extra money!’ How
pathetic it will be if we are also reduced to such a cheap
kind of love in our relationships with people!
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(iii) Love those who perhaps are not members of your
church or assembly: There are simply too many denomi-
nations in Christianity today. But any system that leads
to SECLUSION is sinful. John the Apostle once exhibited
the spirit of GROUPISM, and Jesus immediately corrected
him. Here is the Bible record: Mk 9:38-40, “John answered
Him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in
Your Name, and He follows US not and we stopped him,
because he follows US not. But Jesus said, Forbid him
not: for there is no man who shall do a miracle in My
Name, who can lightly speak evil of Me. For HE WHO IS
NOT AGAINST US IS ON OUR SIDE.” Let this philosophy
of Jesus sink into our minds. The spirit of groupism
plagued the Corinthian Church and here is Apostle Paul’s
stern rebuke: “Everyone of you says, I am of Paul; and I
of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized
in the name of Paul?... For you are yet carnal: for whereas
there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are
you not carnal, and walk as men? For while one says, I
am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are you not
carnal?” (1 Cor 1:12,13; 3:3,4). But it’s very striking that
this Corinthian Church came “short in no gift” (1 Cor
1:7). Rightly Apostle Paul said, “Though I have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, and have not LOVE, I am nothing!” (1
Cor 13:2).

(This article is one of the Talks delivered by the author
on the Theme, “Jesus the Revolutionary,” in Blesso ’74
the 4th Annual Camp of the Blessing Youth Mission in
Thanjavur, South India.)
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16

Blessed are the Merciful!

When Revival comes,
God’s people learn to be kind
in all their interpersonal relationships!

Revival comes from God. It is His sovereign act. We
cannot merit it. But there’s one character of God that is
more responsible than any other of His for releasing the
revival blessing from His Throne. It is His MERCY. Look
at the following sample passages—

Habakkuk 3:2, “O Lord, REVIVE Your work in the midst
of the years! ... In wrath remember mercy!”

Isaiah 57:15,16, “I dwell in the high and holy place, with
him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to REVIVE the
spirit of the humble ... For I will not contend forever, NOR will
I always be angry!”

Psalm 80:3,4,7,18, “RESTORE us, O God ... Lord God of
hosts, how long will You be angry against the prayer of Your
people... RESTORE us, O God of hosts...  REVIVE us, and we
will call upon Your Name!”

Psalm 85:6,7, “Will You not REVIVE us again that Your
people may rejoice in You? ... Show us Your mercy, O Lord!”
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Psalm 138:7,8, “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You
will REVIVE me ... Your mercy, O Lord, endures forever!”

Hosea 10:12, “Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap in
mercy.. FOR it is time to seek the Lord, till He comes and
RAINS righteousness on you!”

As much as revival or restoration is because of God’s
mercy, that’s what He expects from us also. Micah 6:8, “O
man, what does the Lord require of you, but to do justly, to
love mercy...?” Our Lord Jesus crystallised this truth and
presented in His Sermon on the Mount the one supreme
condition for obtaining God’s mercy: “Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt 5:7). This is not
to be taken lightly. King David unequivocally stated, “You
(O Lord) will show Yourself merciful to the merciful...
and to the devious You will show Yourself shrewd!” (2
Sam 22:26,27; Psa 18:25-27).

Here then is the truth: God grants us revival out of His
sheer mercy; in order that we may experience His mercy
continually we must be merciful to one another; there’s
no other way or shortcut. We shall study here how to be
merciful to one another in order that we may keep on
receiving mercy from God.

1. Flush out all bitterness.

Harbouring bitterness in heart blocks the flow of God’s
mercy into our lives. The writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews brings out this truth forcibly: Hebrews 12:14,15,
“Pursue peace with all men... looking diligently lest anyone
fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of BITTERNESS
springing up cause trouble, and by this many become
defiled.” Grace is God’s unmerited favour, we say, but
this passage presents the possibility of hindering God’s



159

grace flowing to us. In relationship matters, superficial
dealings won’t yield  lasting results. The “root” of bitterness
must be plucked out. Bitterness between two individuals
invariably affects “many!” Here lies the importance of
individual reconciliation. John the Baptist, who prepared
the way for the revelation of the glory of God, dealt with
root problems in the lives of men. His was an axe-at-root
ministry! No revival blessing can reach us until all
bitterness is rooted out.

God has called us to be the “vessels of mercy” (Rom
9:23,24). What for? In order that we can be a blessing to
others thro’ the “riches of God’s glory.” How can we allow
the vessels of mercy to become containers of bitterness?
The Jews used to regularly sing, “God, be merciful to
us... that Your way may be known on earth!” (Psa 67:1,2).
What an awesome responsibility on us who desire to be a
blessing to others! Reconciliation with one another is not
just to make us feel good but to mould us as instruments
in God’s hand to bless others.

Anger, if it stays long, becomes bitterness. That’s why
the Bible says, “Be angry but do not sin. Do not let the
sun go down on your wrath” (Eph 4:26). Any anger,
however legitimate, if it lingers on becomes sin in God’s
sight. This passage in Ephesians is a quote from Psalm
4:4 which reads as, “Be angry, and do not sin. Meditate
within your heart on your bed and be still.” This simply
means that we quietly reflect on the fact that the person
who caused us to get angry is after all human! It is with
this thought God refrains from His anger towards us. He
said in Genesis 6:3, “My Spirit shall not strive with man
forever, for he is indeed (after all) flesh!” The Psalmist
praised God for this character of God, saying, “His anger
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is but for a moment, His favour is for life” (Psa 30:5).
Which of us can survive if God’s anger is not just for a
short while?

Anger leads to bitterness. Bitterness manifests as
vengeance. One of the oft-repeated truths in the Bible is,
“Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, says the Lord” (Rom
12:19; Dt 32:35). Vengeance may be right, but we humans
are not capable of handling a weapon so sharp as it is.

Let’s remember how much God has forgiven us. A King
had lent lakhs of rupees to one of his officers. When the
borrower could not repay it, the King wrote it off. A fellow-
worker of this officer had borrowed a few hundreds of
rupees from him. When he could not repay it, the lender
held him by his throat and imprisoned him. When the
news reached the King, do you know what he said? “You
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you
begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on
your fellow servant, just as I had pity (mercy) on you?”
We know how this illustration of Jesus ends. The
unforgiving officer was handed over to the torturers (Mt
18:23-35).

Our God is called the “Father of Mercies” (2 Cor 1:3).
His Son is called a “Merciful High Priest” (Heb 2:17,18;
4:15,16). Let’s be followers of God and imitators of Christ.
The immediate manifestation of mercy is forgiveness.
Beloved, keep no record of wrongs. Apostle James brings
a direct admonition with a warning: “So speak and do as
those who will be judged by the law of liberty. For
judgment is without mercy to the one who has not shown
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment” (Js 2:12,13). Let’s
never forget that one day we are all going to stand before
the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10). Judgment
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actually begins at the house of God (1 Pet 4:17). Jesus
warned, “With what judgment you judge, you will be
judged” (Mt 7:2).

Talking about interpersonal relationships, there might
be so many mistakes on the other side. So what? The
Biblical teaching is, “As the elect of God,... put on tender
mercies,... forgiving one another, if anyone has a
complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you,
so you also must do” (Col 3:12,13).

Being nice to those who are nice to us is not meritorious.
Anyone can do that. In Jesus’ time, even the most corrupt
men in society did it (Lk 6:32-34). “God is kind (merciful)
to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just
as your Father also is merciful” (vv 35,36). This of course
is not easy. Ask God to help you. He will enable you to do
it by pouring out His love again and afresh in your heart.
Try your level best to forget the wrongs of others. It’s said,
“To forgive is human; to forget is divine!” True but we can
atleast resist the temptation to bring up the offence again
and again. Do some positive good to those who offend
you. Tit-for-tat will prevent the flow of God’s mercy.

 2. Free yourself of all selfishness.

Confusions in Churches and Ministries are simply too
common. We try to do this and that in order to remedy
the situation but we end up bringing in more confusion.
We must go to the root of the matter. Apostle James throws
sufficient light on this matter: “Where envy and self-
seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there!”
(Js 3:16). Selfishness cries out, “I must have it,” and envy
screams, “Others should not have it!” These twin sisters
are the root cause of any confusion. James gives the
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solution in verses 17 and 18, “But the wisdom that is
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality
and without hypocrisy.” Ointments don’t cure cancer.
What’s needed is a radical surgery to remove that lump
called selfishness. Sometimes we tend to think we are
pretty smart. Beware, it may be “demonic” wisdom as
opposed to “divine” wisdom. The apostle says, “This
wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly,
sensual, demonic” (v15). With spiritual insight we must
differentiate between the wisdom of the Lord and that
of Lucifer. After all Lucifer had been known for his wisdom!
(Ezek 28:12b).

An Arabian proverb says that it needs two hands to
bring about a noisy clap. Sideline blame-shifting and
justification. Blame-games generate more heat than light.
Discussions can prove destructive if the motive is not
peace, forgiveness and soldering. There must be yielded-
ness on either side. Forced reconciliations don’t last long.

Apostle Paul’s appeal to the Philippian believers for
selflessness and oneness was on the basis of God’s mercy.
He wrote, “If there is any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded... Let nothing be done through
selfish ambition... Let each of you look out not only for
his own interests, but also for the interests of others”
(Phil 2:1-4).

 Selflessness means giving preference to others. “Be
kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in
honour giving preference to one another” (Rom 12:10).
Give chance to the other person to speak first in the
scenario of a conflict resolution. The First-Information-
Report (FIR) philosophy is not God’s style of resolution!
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God overrules all human smartness in His court room. It
matters not who is on the chair as long as we are conscious
of who is on the Throne! The world cannot think beyond
today, but God’s people are looking forward to that great
Day of Christ’s appearance. They are not anxious about
who does what or who is right. They are settled in their
minds that “the Day shall declare it!”

 Selflessness volunteers to carry one another’s
burdens. In Galatians 6, Paul speaks of two kinds of
burdens. Verse 2, “Bear one another’s burdens.” This
refers to unusually heavy load which a Christian cannot
handle without the help and support of his fellow-
believers. Verse 5, “Each one shall bear his own load.”
This is about our routine normal duties for which we
should not be bothering others.

Paul’s admonition to the Thessalonian believers is
timeless: “Comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be
patient with all” (1 Thess 5:14). When days are hectic,
and when there’s already so much to do for our ownselves,
it’s natural to get irritated with those who seek help. But
God will be pleased when we become an eye to the blind
and feet to the lame, and He will bless us with an extra
supply of His mercy. The Wisdom Book says, “Do not
withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in
the power of your hand to do so” (Prov 3:27).

Selflessness refuses to sink in self-sympathy. Jesus
never hunted for sympathy from people though folks
showered it on Him in abundance. The very purpose for
which God comforts us in our troubles is that we might
emit that comfort to those in distress (2 Cor 1:3,4). Be
sensitive to the deep and hidden needs of others though
you yourself might be going through crushing experiences.
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Don’t be superfluous in your words. Be genuine. Make
loving enquiries. Assure prayer support. Gutter gossip.
How much we try to cover up the problems in our own
families! What do you do when you come to know of
someone’s personal failure or family problem? The Bible
says, “Weep with those who weep” (Rom 12:15). Even-
though Jesus had the miracle power in His hands to raise
His friend Lazarus from death, He “wept!” When was the
last time you actually wept for somebody? Has whipping
others been easier?

Selflessness maintains confidentiality. People would
not trust us if we are loose-tongued. Our daughter hesi-
tated to confess her sins to Jesus when she was about
four years old because she feared that Jesus might expose
her sins to the angels! When we assured her that Jesus
would never do it but throw all her sins into the bottom
of the sea, she freely started confessing her wrongs.
Without maintaining confidentiality, we cannot counsel
or comfort anyone. The Holy Spirit as a Comforter convicts
us of our sins; and Christ as a Comforter cleanses us
from all sin. As Christ resides in us and the Spirit dwells
in us, we cannot live a contradicting life.

May be no one is encouraging you. That’s no reason
why you should stop encouraging others. Keep doing to
others what you desire them to do to you. Selfishness is
bothered about what I can get from others, whereas self-
lessness is concerned about what I can give others. When
you want to encourage someone, don’t start preaching to
that person. The other person is too weak and too
wounded to listen to a sermon. He is broken and shattered.
Your aim should be to edify him, that is build him up.
“Comfort each other and edify one another” (1 Thess 5:11).
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Some problems like “death” cannot be solved. Even then
we can speak the promises of Christ’s second coming as
words of comfort and encouragement (1 Thess 4:18).

3. Follow servant-leadership pattern.

Understanding the mercy of God makes one a good
leader. Two outstanding Scripture texts present this truth
in unmistakable terms. Proverbs 20:28, “Mercy and truth
preserve the king, and by lovingkindness (mercy) he
upholds his throne.” Isaiah 16:15, “In mercy the throne
will be established.” This does not mean that the leader
must compromise. It is not “mercy” alone, but “mercy”
and “truth” (Prov 20:28). In so many places in the Bible
these two aspects are brought together. Psalm 85:10,
“Mercy and truth have met together.” Psalm 89:14, “Mercy
and truth go before Your face.” Proverbs 16:6, “In mercy
and truth atonement is provided for iniquity.”

It is “mercy and truth,” held in proper balance, that
makes one a servant-leader. This is unknown to the world.
The world’s concept of  leadership is authoritativeness.
This is what Jesus wanted to correct in the minds of His
disciples when they started lobbying for power. He told
them, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and those who are great exercise authority
over them. Yet it shall NOT be so among you, but whoever
desires to become great among you, let him be your
servant” (Mt 20:20-28). Jesus became the personification
of this truth. Because He Himself took the form of a
“servant,” He was promoted to the loftiest position (Phil
2:5-11).

Servant-leadership makes “mutual” submission easy.
See what Paul and Peter have to say on this subject. Paul
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in Ephesians 5:21, “submitting to one another in the fear
of God.” Any leader is a fellow-servant or colleague of his
subordinates “under God.” Keeping this in mind will affect
our attitudes and actions. Next let’s see what Peter has
to say. After addressing the elders (or shepherds) and the
youngsters in the Church, he says, “All of you be sub-
missive to one another, and be clothed with humility”
(1 Pet 5:5).

Lust for leadership is the first disqualification for
leadership. Such individuals never want to serve but
always desire to be served. The mother of James and John
“knelt” down before Jesus praying that He would allot
seats to her sons on His either side. Even kneeling can
be deceptive if the motive is not proper! No one can bring
you down from where God has placed you; and no one
can promote you to a place God has not designed for you.
Stamp this unchangeable truth on your heart and mind.
You will then relax from all your anxieties. Your life and
future are safe in the hands of God. There’s no place for
any tapism in God’s administration.

We are to then face a number of questions: How to be
strict without being legalistic? How to exercise spiritual
authority without being authoritative? The answer is the
“Mercy of God!” When God asked Moses to make the Ark
of the Covenant, He specifically instructed him to place
the Mercy Seat “above” the Ark. “You shall put the Mercy
Seat ON TOP OF THE ARK, and in the ark you shall put
the testimony that I will give you,” was the specification
(Ex 25:21). The Law “inside” the Ark, but the Mercy Seat
“above” the Ark! The Mercy Seat will never be removed
from its place. If it is removed the result will be death.
Apostle Paul thunders this truth in the New Testament
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as, “The letter kills, but the Spirit (of the new covenantal
grace) gives life!” (2 Cor 3:6). The Mercy Seat was above
the box which contained the Law, even in the Old
Testament. It is only changed for the better under the
New Covenant. Hebrews 8:10,12, “I will put My laws in
their mind... I will be merciful to their unrighteousness!”

Leaders are supposed to advise and counsel those
under their care. Even here the Bible advocates mutual
admonishing. “Admonish one another” (Rom 15:14; Col
3:16). Even if someone is disorderly or indisciplined, we
are not to treat him like an enemy but as a “brother” (2
Thess 3:14,15). Don’t write off people quickly. The mercy
shown to Jonah by the non-Christian, pagan, mariners
is a real challenge. Just because the lot fell on Jonah,
they did not immediately throw him into the sea! Their
behaviour was extremely gracious. They walked up to him,
and tried to talk him into praying for the situation to be
rectified. They even began to row harder! What an attitude!
Because there’s so much of bad in the best of us and so
much of good in the worst of us, let’s not judge anyone
too quickly. Let mercy triumph over judgment! Our God
is a God of second chance—no, many chances! Give your
subordinates as many chances to change and grow as
God would!

4. Fight disunity at all cost.

The very basis for Paul’s appeal for oneness was the
“mercies” of God. Look at Philippians 2:1,2, “If there is
any consolation in Christ,... if any affection and mercy,
fulfill my joy by being likeminded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind.” In other words, when
we are compassionate and considerate to others with the
kindness and mercies of God, coexistence becomes a
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possible reality. More of mercy means more of oneness!
We can give explanations and settle disputes but oneness
will not come unless there’s a sharing of mercy and
kindness.

There were several problems of disunity in the Church
at Philippi. One that was widely known was between two
ladies namely Euodia and Syntyche (Phil 4:2). Such
warring individuals need help from spiritual-minded
people. Paul urged one of his mature friends to “help”
these women (v3). Both these ladies were enthusiastically
involving themselves in the work of God. But their problem
was in getting along with each other. Don’t we come across
so many servants of God, zealous for God but cannot
even smile at each other? Here again Paul’s appeal was
for “gentleness” (v5). Gentleness means graciousness or
forbearance which ultimately refers to “mercy!”

Mercy and peace go together. They are mentioned so
in a number of New Testament passages. Referring to
those who were made new creatures in Christ, Paul
proclaimed, “Peace and mercy be upon them” (Gal
6:15,16). While contrasting the divine wisdom from
demonic  wisdom, Apostle James wrote, “The wisdom that
is from above is...full of mercy... The fruit of righteousness
is sown in peace by those who make peace” (Js 3:17,18).
Blessings from God’s mercy seat will flood in the hearts
of peace-lovers and peace-makers. Both the offender and
the offended stand in equal need of God’s mercy. If their
moves for reconciliation are motivated by mercy, they
would surely obtain God’s mercy in abundance.

Any true revival cannot be separated from spiritual
unity. Oneness is both a condition and an evidence of
revival. There was oneness both before and after the
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outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14; 2:1,44-46). We
are quite familiar   with the revival in the boneyard (Ezek
37). Immediately after the dry bones became a dynamic
battalion, God told prophet Ezekiel, “Take a stick and
write on it: For Judah and for the children of Israel, his
companions. Then take another stick and write on it: for
Joseph  the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of
Israel, his companions. Then join them one to another...
and they will become ONE in your hand!” (vv 16,17).
Oneness among God’s people is the irrefutable outcome
of any genuine revival which will have national and
global impact.

5. Felicitate one another wholeheartedly.

“Good morning!” What do we mean by this greeting? —
especially when these words of greetings are exchanged
among God’s people? I would say, Biblically speaking,
that we wish the other person to receive a fresh supply of
God’s grace and mercies to face the challenges and
demands of the day. I base my argument on Lamentations
3:22,23, “Through the Lord’s mercies we are not
consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are
new every MORNING!”

The importance of greeting cannot be overemphasized.
In a single chapter like Romans 16 alone, the word “greet”
occurs 21 times! The apostles not only greeted the
recipients of their  Epistles, they also urged them to “greet
one another” (2 Cor 13:12; 1 Pet 5:14). Don’t under-
estimate the power of a hearty greeting. It was when Mary
“greeted” Elizabeth that the baby John in the womb of
the latter “leaped!” (Lk 1:39-44). Here it was actually a
younger person blessing an elder! Whatever happened to
a warm handshake, a broad smile, a friendly look, an
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affectionate hug and a holy kiss? We are living in a world
of despair and depression. What do we lose by speaking
a word of greeting if that would uplift a person?

Beloved, bless people with words of appreciation.
Congratulate generously. Encourage with assurances.
None of us has outgrown the need for it in our own lives.
The angel of the Lord first “greeted” Mary before foretelling
her how she would conceive and bring forth Jesus (Lk
1:28). The resurrected Saviour first “greeted” the disciples
saying, “Rejoice!” before He would commission them to
go into all the world (Mt 28:9). This was the world’s best
morning greeting!

You will have good days when you bless others. Apostle
Peter confirms this eternal truth in his first Epistle. 1
Peter 3:8-10, “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having
compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tender-
hearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling
for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that
you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.
For he who would love life and see good days...” Be a
blessing! Be merciful! You shall obtain mercy!

(This article is one of the 3 Talks delivered by the author
in the National Staff Retreat of the Blessing Youth Mission,
29 May to 2 June 2010, Sitheri Hills, Tamilnadu. The live
recording of this Talk and the other two, English to Hindi,
available as a 3-DVD pack, titled “Revival & Rebuilding.”)
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17

Peace like a River

When Revival comes,
God’s people experience His peace
as never before!

The peace of God as against the peace of the world is
the peace like a river, the flowing, endless, abundant, great
peace beyond understanding, the perfect peace of Jesus!

This peace is the portion of God’s people demarcating
them from the people of this world. The birth of Jesus
Christ itself was with an announcement of peace: “Glory
to God in the highest and peace on earth!” When the
resurrected Lord made His appearance to His disciples
too, He pronounced peace on them, “Peace be to you!”
We find this relay faithfully being conveyed by the Apostle
Paul to the Churches: “Grace be unto you and peace from
God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ!” (Rom 1; 1
Cor 1; 2 Cor 1; etc).

Grace is God-given; and peace is the manifestation of
that grace from inside our hearts. Paul intelligently couples
grace and peace in his greetings to link the Jews and the
Gentiles; because “grace” was the word of greeting for the
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Greeks, and “peace” that of the Jews. Paul’s congregation
comprised of both. So his greetings reached the hearts of
both sections. Grace is the inward experience, and the
outward expression is peace. Since grace is abundantly
experienced by the children of God, peace becomes their
portion naturally.

Peace is never for the wicked. “There is no peace, says
the Lord, to the wicked” (Isa 48:22). The Lord is so
emphatic about it that He inserts the “says the Lord” to
this plain truth. Again, “There is no peace, says my God,
to the wicked” (Isa 57:21).

In the turmoil of today’s world many a child of God has
lost the divine quietness and stillness, and moves on
without experiencing the peace of' God. Seven selected
references from the Scriptures form a beautiful rainbow
of peace above our heads if meditated.

1. Flowing Peace

“O that you had hearkened to My commandments! Then
your peace will be as a river and your righteousness as
the waves of the sea” (Isa 48:18).

It is a peace which never halts; it keeps going on and
on and on; it keeps going and delivering; it is constantly
on the flow. This is a conditional blessing of God bestowed
on us which flows to people through us. And what are
the conditions? We will trace them in the 48th chapter of
Isaiah itself.

a) Obedience

“O that you had hearkened to My commandments! Then
had your peace been as a river!” (v18). A flowing obedience
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brings down flowing peace. It is not bit by bit, here a little
there a little, convenient obedience but a consistent life of
obedience. An obedient heart knows when it has disobeyed
the Lord by the inward turbulence. But if it has the courage
to put its finger at the point where it has deviated from
the will of God, ask His forgiveness and move on again
into the life of obedience, the flow of God’s peace is restored.
There is no peace outside the life of obedience.

b) No Stiffneckedness

“Because I knew that you are obstinate, and your neck
is an iron sinew, and your brow brass; Yea, you heard
not; yea, you knew not; yea, from that time your ear was
not opened; for I knew that you would deal very treache-
rously, and was called a transgressor from the womb” (vv
4,8). How sad it is that God has to address His people so
harshly! Hence the plea: “O that you had hearkened to
My commandments.” Justly God could have cursed His
people; but graciously He mourns over their condition.
Jesus lamented over Jerusalem. He saw the city and wept
over it; saying, if you had known, even you, at least in
these your days the things which belong to your peace!
But now they are hidden from Your eyes. For the days
shall come on You, that your enemies shall cast a trench
about you, and compass you round, and keep you in on
every side. And shall lay you even with the ground, and
your children within you; and they shall not leave in you
one stone on another; because you knew not the time of
your visitation” (Lk 19:41-44).

O how drastically and dreadfully the peace was taken
away from Jerusalem! If only she was not stiffnecked to
the repeated pleas of God!
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2. Endless Peace

“Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and
the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His
Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty
God, the Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace; of the
increase of His government and peace there shall be no
end” (Isa 9:6-7).

Over and above the Saviourhood of Jesus, if we
understand and submit to His Lordship or Rule or

Government, we will enjoy this endless peace. His
authority goes hand in hand with peace. “Dominion and
fear are with Him; He makes peace in His high places”
(Job 25:2). This chapter in Job speaks of His authority
and ends with “The stars are not pure in His sight! How
much less man who is a worm? and the son of man, who
is a worm?” (vv 5,6). In other words, to what extent we
submit to the divine government, to that extent we enjoy
the government of peace which never ends.

“Give to the Lord, O you mighty, give to the Lord glory
and strength. The Lord sits on the flood; yea, the Lord
sits as King forever. The Lord will give strength to His
people; the Lord will bless His people with peace” (Psa
29:1,10,11). David here beautifully brings out the truth
that by beholding the Lord who sits as King forever and
giving to Him all the strength and glory (worshipping),
God’s people are blessed with peace.

Endless peace is our portion if we realise our
nothingness before God. Worshipping the eternal King is
strength to our heart. Which is a strong heart?— The heart
which is at peace!
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3. Abundant Peace

“The meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight
themselves in the abundance of peace” (Psa 37:11).

Abundant peace is reserved for the meek. Isaiah conveys
the same thought in Isa 48:14,16. “All of you, assemble
yourselves and hear; who among them has declared these
things? Come near to Me, hear  this; I have not spoken in
secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there
am I: and now the Lord God, and His Spirit have sent
Me.” Prophetically it is Jesus saying that the Father and
the Spirit sent Him to the earth. He gives a call to all to
learn meekness from Him. “Come to Me, all who labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke on you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart and you shall find rest unto your souls” (Mt
11:28,29). Those who take time to sit at the feet of Jesus
learn of the meekness which fruitions into peace which is
the rest of the soul.

“Acquaint now yourself with Him, and be at peace”
(Job 22:21). The closer we are to Jesus the more abundant
is the peace we enjoy. Take time to be at His feet and find
peace growing.

4. Great Peace

“Great peace have they who love Your law; and nothing
shall offend them” (Psa 119:165).

Great peace is the portion of the Bible-lovers. Paul
counsels us to think on “whatever things are true,
whatever things are honest, whatever things are just,
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
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report; if there be any virtue and if there be praise” (Phil
4:8). What could be this? Nothing but the Word of God!
“Those things which you have both learned, and received,
and heard, and seen in me, do; and the God of peace
shall be with you” (Phil 4:8,9). Nothing approximates the
above description as the Word of God. Regular and
wholehearted meditation of the Word brings the very
presence of the God of peace within us. Neglecting God’s
Word is losing your peace.

5. Ununderstandable Peace

“Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:6,7).

It is easy to pray and praise when the sea is calm. But
when the tempest is raging, situations so complicated,
when heaven seems like flint and God’s face hidden, when
all the promises of God seem to fail, it is difficult to thank
God. Especially when the Lord throws us into the furnace
of affliction, to take us to a school of chastisement for
discipline, we find it difficult to really lift our hearts in
praise to Him. Isa 48:10, “Behold, I have refined you but
not as silver; I have chosen you in the furnace of affliction.”
When we pass through this furnace we lose all the peace
we have learnt and accumulated in years of theoretical
knowledge. The experienced author of Hebrews therefore
writes in Heb 12:11, “Now no chastening for the present
seems to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward
it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those

who are exercised thereby.” O the fruit chastisement will
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bring to us ultimately is the peace beyond understanding,

beloved! “Therefore lift up the hands which hang down

and the feeble knees” (Heb 12:12). How are hands and

knees related to this passage? Knees speak of prayer and

hands praise. And hence Phil 4:6 and 7. When no one on

earth can speak words of peace or comfort, when we are

in a tight corner, at our wit’s end, if we can testify of a

peace and calmness and quietness, that is the peace that

passes understanding and that comes by prayer and

praise.

6. Jesus’ Peace

“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you: not as

the world gives, give I to you. Let not your heart be troubled,

neither let it be afraid” (Jn 14:27).

I call this Jesus’ own Peace. This peace verse is

sandwiched between the ascension of Christ (v28) and

the descent of the Holy Spirit (v 26). Jesus assures them

of transmitting His very peace to them through the Holy

Spirit when He goes to the Father. Paul speaking of the

fruit of the Spirit in Gal 5:22 says, “The fruit of the Spirit

is love, joy, peace ...” So the only way to stay full of the

peace of Jesus Christ is to keep looking unto the glorified

Jesus Christ by the power and enablement of the Holy

Ghost, Jesus said that when the Holy Spirit would come

He would testify of Jesus and glorify Him. So the fullness

of the Holy Spirit takes us into a deeper and deeper

realisation of the glories of the Person of Jesus Christ.

Hence the fullness of the Spirit grants us the peace of

Jesus Himself. If you want to enjoy the very peace of Jesus,

be filled with the Spirit.
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7. Perfect Peace

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on You: because he trusts in You” (Isa 26:3).

Who shall possess this perfect peace? “Whose mind is
stayed on God.” Stayed means a resigned, restful, relaxed
trust, a total reliance. “Lord, You will ordain peace for us:
for You also have wrought all our works in us. O Lord our
God, other lords beside You have had dominion over us:
but by you only will we make mention of Your Name” (Isa
26:12,13). Link these two verses and get the point. The
other lords may be our knowledge, wisdom, self-will,
money or human help. Because these other gods are
lording over us we are not able to enjoy His perfect peace.
O, may the Lord remove all our props on which we are
leaning, that we may possess His perfect peace!

May the peace like a river, the flowing, endless,
abundant, great, ununderstandable and perfect peace of
Jesus, be your portion forever and ever. Amen!
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Counselling the Counsellors

When Revival comes,
God’s people become true comforters
and meaningful counsellors!

All of God’s people, especially His servants, are to be
counsellors, to speak the right word in season.

When the Holy Spirit comes on men to equip the Church
with His gifts, the first-listed manifestations are “the word
of wisdom and the word of knowledge” (1 Cor 12:8). This
enables a Spirit-filled person to speak the word in season.
That was why the wisest man said in Prov 15:23, “A man
has joy by the answer of his mouth: and a word spoken in
due season, how good is it!” “A word fitly spoken is like
apples of gold in plates of silver” (Prov 25:11). The word of a
minister of God to people must have the same effect as
when apples of gold are given in a silver plate!

God commissioned MOSES to lead and deliver His
people from the land of bondage. “And Moses said to the
Lord: O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither hitherto, nor
since You have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of
speech and of a slow tongue” (Ex 4:10). In other words,
when God’s call came to Moses, his first realisation was
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God’s ministry essentially involved speaking forth for God.
Moses was filled with an inferiority complex. But God’s
answer was contrary: “The Lord said to him, Who has made
man’s mouth? or who makes the dumb, or deaf, or the
seeing, or the blind? Have not I the Lord? Now therefore go,
and I will be with Your mouth, and I will teach you what
you shall say” (vv 11,12). God would be Moses’ mouth!

JOB was a man who received such a testimony from his
critical friend: “Behold, you have instructed many, and you
have strengthened the weak hands. Your words have
upheld him who was falling and you have strengthened the
feeble knees” (Job 4:3,4). Job had this excellent ministry of
counselling.

The prophet ISAIAH is another example. The vision of
the Most High shook Isaiah into the realisation of the need.
“Then said I, Woe is me, ... for I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of people who have unclean lips”
(Isa 6:5). As the call of God strikes his brain, his thought
flashes to his unclean lips because he has to be a man to
speak for God. The response of God is beautiful. “Then flew
one of the seraphims to me having a live coal in his hand,
which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar; and
he laid it on my mouth and said, Lo, this has touched your
lips: and your iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged.”
It was not a touch for conversion but commission. Isaiah
was then sanctified or set apart to proclaim on God’s stead.

We see the same truth in the life of JEREMIAH also: “The
Word of the Lord came to me saying, Before I formed you in
the belly I knew you; and before you came forth out of the
womb I sanctified you, and I ordained you a prophet to the
nations. Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak;
for I am a child. But the Lord said to me, Say not I am a
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child: for you shall go to all that I shall send you, and
whatsoever I command you, you shall speak... Then the
Lord put forth His hand, and touched my mouth, and the
Lord said to me, Behold, I have put My words in your
mouth” (Jer 1:4-9).

Take JOHN THE BAPTIST. Luke 3:2, “Annas and
Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of the Lord came
to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.” The
commission is the “word” to be spoken by John.

JESUS CHRIST outshines them all, as we read in the
prophecy concerning Him from the 50th chapter of Isaiah.
“The Lord God has given Me the tongue of the learned, that
I should know how to speak a word in season to him who is
weary” (v4). In fact, His first name in Isaiah 9:6 is
“Wonderful Counsellor.”

Having established that we all need to be counsellors in
some way or other, we must learn how we can be good ones
at that. We can pick out seven aspects from the life of Jesus
Christ as outlined in the prophetic passage in Isaiah 50:4-
7, which will make us effective counsellors —

1. “He wakes Me up morning by morning.

2. “He wakes My ear to hear as the learned.

3. “I was not rebellious.

4. “I did not turn away.

5. “I gave My back to the smiters and cheeks to those
 who plucked off the hair.

6. “I hid not My face from shame and spitting.

7. “The Lord will help Me; therefore I shall not be
 confounded. Therefore I have set My face like a flint,
 and I know that I shall not be ashamed.”
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1. Watchfulness

“He wakes Me up morning by morning.” We read
about Christ, Mk 1:35, “And in the morning, rising up a
great while before day, He went out, and departed into a
solitary place, and there prayed.” People testified that His
words were gracious; His enemies’ mouths were shut tight;
all those who had feeble hands and faltering knees came to
Him, and He always had the right word for them. Where did
He study all these? In the morning, a great while before
day, out in a solitary place! He was instructed by the Father
to instruct the people. Luke says, “And it came to pass in
those days, that He went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God” (Lk 6:12). “Those
days” were days of problems and persecutions and
oppositions and rejections (v11). But the following verses
(13,20) say, “And when it was day, He called to Him His
disciples; and of them He chose tweleve... And He lifted up
His eyes on His disciples, and said, Blessed be you poor: for
yours is the kingdom of God.” Here Jesus is receiving
instructions from God the Father, and then ministering
and instructing.

Many are the saints of God whose lives have been after
this pattern. ABRAHAM, the father of the faithful, whose
children we are, is one such. Gen 19:27, “Abraham got up
early in the morning to the place where he stood before the
Lord.” Beloved, do you have a place where you stand before
the Lord early in the morning? No wonder he received
promises and instructions for all of us too.

And what of JACOB? Gen 28:17,18, “And he was afraid,
and said, How dreadful is this place! This is nothing but the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. And Jacob
rose up early in the morning ...” A place where he got up
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early morning was the gate of heaven for him which he
would call the House of God. Most of us are not blessed
with a Bethel experience, because we get up late.

Look at MOSES. Ex 34:1-4, “And the Lord said unto
Moses, Cut for you two tablets of stone like the first: and I
will write on these tablets the words that were in the first
tablets, which you broke. And be ready in the morning,
and come up in the morning to mount Sinai, and present
yourself there to Me on the top of the mount. And no man
shall come up with you, neither let any man be seen
throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor herds
feed before that mount. And he cut two tablets of stone like
the first; and Moses rose up early in the morning, and went
up to mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, and
took in his hand the two tablets of stone.”

Here is a man who received instructions from God for
God’s people for ages to come, in the early hours of
morning. Most of us are blank simply because we don’t
make ourselves available in the early hours of morning for
God to write on the tablets of our heart. The rest of the day
the tablets of our heart get dust and disturbance from the
world around. But the fresh hours after a good rest are
ideal.

DAVID was an early riser. 1 Sam 17:20, “David rose up
early in the morning and left the sheep with a keeper, and
took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him.”
This was the day which marked the life of David by his
beheading Goliath. Surely before he went to meet Goliath,
he went to meet God to receive instructions for the day. The
challenge of Goliath went unchallenged for 40 days. Then
the day dawned to clap hands for David for proving that
there was a God in Israel. He must have received some



184

unconscious impressions to do certain things like selecting
five smooth stones. This was not unusual with David. For
he says in Psalm 5:3, “My voice You shall hear in the
morning, O Lord; in the morning I will direct my prayer to
You, and will look up.”

We see another example in Job 1:5, “And it was so, when
the days of their feasting were gone about, that JOB sent
and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning.” Six
0’ clock is just morning. Early morning is still earlier.

HUDSON TAYLOR (1832-1905), a man of God with fresh
and new visions for the China Inland Mission, was known
for his keen insight into the mind of God for various
difficult situations which sprang up in the Mission. When
asked about the secret of his success, he said, “The sun
never saw me on my knees. I had many hours of devotion
before the  sunrise.” Our late devotion is bombarded by so
many noises. J.F. ROWLANDS (1909-1980) was the Pastor
of the biggest Church in South Africa. He had his daily
devotion from 3.30 a.m. because, he said the first phone
call would be at five!

2. Sensitiveness

“He wakes My ear to hear as the learned.” Our ears
also need awakening to be sensitive to the voice of God.
Jesus always waited for instructions from Above. He ran
neither faster nor slower than the pace of the Father. Jn
2:3-4, “And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus
said to Him, They have no wine. Jesus said to her, Woman,
what have I to do with you? My hour is not yet come.” In
other words, Jesus said, “Wait, I have not heard from My
Father. I am sensitive to the situation here; but more so to
what My Father would have Me to do. You are too sensitive
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to what’s happening around you that you are not able to
hear God’s voice.” His mother seemed to have understood
Him. For, “His mother said to the servants, Whatever He
says to you, do it.” Her words sound like saying, “He has
not heard from His Father yet. He will soon hear from His
Father; and then He will speak forth. That you can do.”

The life of the Lord Jesus Christ always manifested the
sensitiveness to the voice of God for instructions on such
practical situations. John 7:6, “Then Jesus said to them,
My time is not yet come: but your time is always ready.”
How well coordinated His life was as against our anything-
anytime-anyway-dash method. Whenever He said His time
had not yet come, He meant that He had not heard from the
Father. When He heard, He transmitted it to His disciples.
“For I have given to them the words which You gave Me” (Jn
17:8). We must be sensitive enough to interpret the im-
pressions the Spirit places on our hearts.

Many times we do not know when God speaks and when
He does not. Even in our day-to-day affairs God guides us
by impressions. Whenever I obeyed the Divine impulse, I
have reaped miraculous results. It is a pleasant experience
to be led by impulses from Above. When people come to us
with problems we can give them the right word in season if
we learn to be sensitive. Many times we try to minister to
people with just information and experience. But we need
impressions and impulses from Above if we are to truly
minister to people.

3. Obedience

“I was not rebellious.” The exemplary life of Jesus was
a life of obedience. Jn 8:28, “Then Jesus said to them,
When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then shall you
know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as
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My Father has taught Me, I speak those things. And He
who sent Me is with Me: The Father has not left Me alone;
for I do always those things which please Him. As He spoke
those words, many believed on Him.” It was not an
unwilling obedience; but Jesus willingly pleased His
Father. So He was never alone; His Father was always with
Him conversing.

A rebellious child who disobeys the parent in one matter
will not get instruction for the next. When a child takes
pleasure in finding out what the father would have him do,
he is a beloved child, and the father will be interested to
share his heart as he is confident of the child’s obedience
and positive response.

The reason for the block in our conversation with God is
that we have not obeyed the light we have already received.
God leads us step by step. When Saul asked, “Lord, what
will You have me to do?” God told him just one step. “Go to
the city, and it shall be told you what you should do.” What
a humiliating test would that have been to the giant in
Mosaic law to just go to a city to know what he must do.
More so to receive instructions from an ordinary disciple,
Ananias. But Saul surrendered.

The Apostles testified, “We are His witnesses of these
things; and so is also thy Holy Spirit, whom God has given
to those that obey Him” (Acts 5:32). It was the path of
obedience that led Paul to the experience of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit guides, instructs and counsels us. Each
fresh supply of infilling depends upon our moment-by-
moment obedience. Don’t we need a fresh supply for every
task we undertake? The Spirit-filled Peter, John and
Stephen went through the Sanhedrin trial. But at that
time, to manifest wisdom, they were filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke. Can we afford to be rebellious if we are to
be counsellors?
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4. Firmness

“I did not turn away My back.” This means firmness in
our calling and convictions. “I-think-so” was not in vogue
with Jesus. “He knew!” He said, “Though I bear record of
Myself, yet My record is true: for I know wherefrom I came,
and where I go...” (Jn 8:14).

A conviction and firmness in our sayings will make us
good counsellors. “Jesus said to them, If God were your
Father, you would love Me: for I proceeded forth and came
from God” (Jn 8:42). “Now is My soul troubled; and what
shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for this
cause I came” (Jn 12:27). “Pilate therefore said to Him, Are
You a king then? Jesus answered, You say rightly that I am
a king. To this end I was born, and for  this cause I came
into the world” (Jn 18:37). Neither human weakness nor
circumstances could shake Him of His convictions, calling
and placement.

Never allow situations or happenings to question your
calling. Our counselling may not bring forth the expected
results in people. The contrary may happen to jolt us. But
keep going. Remember this counsel for counsellors: “I
cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or
more,” and “I cannot go beyond the commandment of the
Lord, to do either good or bad of my own mind; but what the
Lord says, that will I speak” (Num 22:18; 24:13). God’s
Word is our boundary. There we stand. Circumstances
should not discourage us. We speak God’s Word which
stands forever.

5. Boldness

“I gave My back to the smiters and my cheeks to
those who plucked off the hair.” This is a picture of
boldness. It is fear that disturbs our frankness in
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counselling though we know the fact. Jesus dauntlessly
gave His cheek and back. Decent counselling at the cost of
truth and fact is injurious to the counselee. Superficial
healing is no good. The pus must be expressed and then
the balm applied. “God has not given us the spirit of fear,
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Tim 1:6).
What for? “Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of
our Lord ...” (v8). Boldness is a must for successful
counselling.

6. Lowliness

“I hid not My face from shame and spitting.” Jesus
utters a call to counsellors, “Come to Me, all you who
labour and are heavy laden, I will give you rest; for I am
meek and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:28). “Whom shall He teach
knowledge? and whom shall He make to understand
doctrine? Those who are weaned from the milk, and drawn
from the breasts” (Isa 28:9). God is ready to impart
knowledge and wisdom only to those with childike
humility. Jesus taught His disciples humility by taking on
His lap a little child. Pointing to the child He said,
“Whosoever therefore humbles himself as this little child,
the same is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.” Children
are embodiments of humility — soft in heart, meek in
mind, lowly in spirit. God can easily deal with them — write
and erase, change and reform. Through them God can
profitably minister to. Counsellors, be like children!

7. Confidence

“For the Lord will help Me; therefore I shall not be
confounded; therefore I have set My face like a flint,
and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” The last
important qualification for a counsellor is to trust in God’s
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help, set his face like a flint, and know he shall not be
ashamed. He speaks forth counsels as God would direct
him, and leaves the results in God’s hand.

When we counsel from God’s Word in God’s way,
generally there will be immediate deliverance. But
occasionally there may be darkness. We may be the right
kind of counsellors, speaking the right words; but still the
counselee may be left to wander in darkness. Then bring to
your mind verse 10 of the same 50th chapter of Isaiah:
“Who is among you who fears the Lord, who obeys the voice
of His servant, who walks in darkness, and has no light?
Let him trust in the Name of the Lord, and stay upon his
God.”

Beloved, the world is full of weary and wounded. Let us
take the torch of watchfulness; put on the coat of sensi-
tiveness; wear the cap of obedience and shod our feet with
firmness. A brow of boldness and a bow of humility, under
the banner of confidence, will enable us to fulfill this
glorious ministry of counselling to the confused ones.
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Christ the Master Soulwinner

When Revival comes,
God’s people become passionate in soulwinning,
evangelism and missions!

“Holy brothers, partakers of the Heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession,
Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who appointed Him”
(Heb 3:1,2).

Christ Jesus is THE Example for every aspect of our
life and ministry. And this passage which calls us to
“consider” Him emphasizes His example as an APOSTLE

and a HIGH PRIEST. These two are reciprocal ministries.
The ministry of an apostle is FROM GOD and TO MAN,

and that of a priest is FROM MAN and TO GOD. This closes
the circuit, and this is the basic calling of every Christian—
namely (i) to plead before men that they may reconcile to
God, and (ii) to plead before God for the people. Here is an
excellent passage from the Scriptures about Prophet
Samuel’s testimony—

“God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing
to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the
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right way: Only fear the Lord, and serve Him in truth with
all your heart” (1 Sam 12:23,24).

Similarly Apostle Paul said, “We are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray
(beg) you in Christ’s stead, be reconciled to God” (2 Cor
5:20).

In this message we will consider Christ Jesus as an
APOSTLE.

Of all the passages in the New Testament which set
forth Jesus Christ as our pattern or example, this is
perhaps the most emphatic and direct call to “consider”
Him. The Amplified Bible puts it as “thoughtfully and
attentively consider Jesus.” And it is interesting to find
that the first aspect we are called to consider in this
passage is that of His APOSTLESHIP.

This is a message to all the “holy brothers,” and we are
to ever remember that we are “partakers” or partners with
God, and we should make our “calling” sure so we remain
“faithful to Him who appointed” us.

The word APOSTLE comes from the Greek word,
apostolos, meaning ONE SENT FORTH or A MESSENGER.
Jesus said, “As My Father has sent Me, even so send I
you” (Jn 20:21).

When Christ ascended up on high, He gave gifts to men.
“He gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers” (Eph
4:8-11). For every one of these five ministries, Christ is
the perfect pattern. Let us trace the footprints of the Master
in the Scriptures to learn from Him, the greatest Apostle
and Evangelist, practical lessons for our primary ministry
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of SOULWINNING and EVANGELISM. No Christian should
consider Himself “not called” and “stand idle all the day
long” and let the harvest to waste. “To everyone of us is
given grace according to the measure of the GIFT OF

CHRIST” (Eph 4:7).

The primary ministry of Christ is mentioned right at
the message brought by the angel of the Lord: “You shall
call His Name JESUS; for He shall save His people from
their sins” (Mt 1:21). Yes, salvation of souls was the
heartbeat of Jesus.

His very first public ministerial appearance to the
gentiles is explained as, “The people who sat in darkness
saw great light; and to those who sat in the region and
shadow of death, light is sprung up” (Mt 4:12-16). Think
of the millions today sitting “in darkness” and “shadow of
death” without the message of light to them! And what do
you think today is the primary concern of Christ who is
“the same yesterday, today and forever?” (Heb 13:8).

“You are the light of the world,” said Jesus (Mt 5:14).
Whether you are considered as an individual Christian
like “a candle,” or as a collective local body of believers
like “a city,” your primary ministerial position is “on a
candlestick” or “on a hill” that your light may “shine before
men.” You are not to sit idle “under the bushel” in your
house or the four walls of your church building (Mt 5:14-
16). Move out to proclaim! Very beautifully the Lord opened
the parable saying, “A sower went forth to sow” (Mt 13:3).
The sower was not sitting and making statistical
calculations and speculations about the percentage of
receptiveness of the soil. No! He went out! Rightly the
Preacher said —
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“Cast your bread on the waters; for you shall find it
after many days. Give a portion to seven, and also to eight;
for you know not what evil shall be on the earth... He who
observes the wind shall not sow; and he who regards the
clouds shall not reap... In the morning sow your seed,
and in the evening withhold not your hand; for you know
not which shall prosper, either this or that, or whether
they both alike shall be good” (Eccl 11:1-6).

One who “follows” Jesus really is bound to be made
an active soulwinner, fisher of men, because Jesus was
first and last a soulwinner (Mt 4:19).

Nicodemus came to Jesus appreciating His ministry
as a “teacher” and “miracle-worker.” But Jesus manifested
His primary mission—soulwinning—to him, when He
emphasised that he must be born again! In other words,
Jesus was FIRST a soulwinner and THEN ONLY a teacher
or any other minister (Jn 3:1-7).

It was the sixth hour and Jesus sat on the well in a
City of Samaria, “being wearied with His journey,” and
yet He would never take His physical tiredness as an
excuse for soulwinning. A woman was won and made a
soulwinner to bring the city to Christ! (Jn 4:1-30).
Soulwinning was God’s will for Jesus, and “to finish His
work” was food for Him (Jn 4:34). In verse 35, He tells us
to lift up our eyes and look on the fields; for they are
white already to harvest!

Matthew 12:18 tells us the very purpose of His
anointing: “Behold My Servant, whom I have chosen; My
Beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased; I will put My
Spirit on Him, and He shall show judgment to the
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gentiles.” Isaiah 61:1, “The Spirit of the Lord God is on
Me; because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good
tidings to the meek.” And Luke in his inspired record
writes: “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power: who went about doing good...”
(Acts 10:38). Dear Spirit-filled friend, are you wasting your
spiritual power and energy without GOING ABOUT

proclaiming the Good Tidings? Have you forgotten Acts
1:8? The very purpose of the power of the Holy Spirit is to
witness for Christ. Heaven deplores over a Christan who
is filled with the Holy Spirit, and not reach out to souls
for Christ. The early disciples “were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God with boldness”
(Acts 4:31).

There are many “prodigal sons” inside the Church. In
the parable of the two sons, when the parable comes to
an end, we find the younger son inside but the elder one
outside! (Lk 15:11-32). What was the problem with this
elder son? He was angry, and he was not happy over a
lost soul found. Though he was always with his father,
always inside, enjoying the riches of his father, he never
shared the burden of the heart of the father. There are
many such INSIDE-PRODIGALS in the Church, enjoying
every spiritual meal and blessing, but never sharing the
burden and the eternal longing of the heart of the Father
— WINNING THE LOST.

Friend, come near the heart of Jesus and feel what He
feels. “When He saw the multitudes, He was MOVED with
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd” (Mt 9:36).
When His disciples asked Him to teach them to pray, His
heart, full of burden for the salvation of souls, burst forth
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into these words: “Hallowed be Your Name. Your Kingdom
come. Your Will be done on EARTH as it is in Heaven” (Mt
6:9-10). Note, all these have to do with soulwinning and
evangelism.

The vision of Jesus was always world evangelism. He
was seven-days-a-week Evangelist! Even on Sabbath days
of busy religious activities, He was found soulwinning (Mt
12:9-13). The following incident shows how Jesus was
always dreaming about world evangelisation. When He
was in Bethany, a woman poured a very precious perfume
on His head. When the disciples could not understand
the depth of her devotion and love for the Lord, they began
to trouble her. Jesus rebuked them and said, “Verily I say
to you, Wherever  this Gospel shall be preached in the
whole world, what this woman has done will also be told
as a memorial to her” (Mt 26:13).

Dr. Oswald J. Smith (1902-1992), that great missionary
statesman from Canada, challenged, “Why should anyone
hear the Gospel twice before everyone has heard it once?”
I believe he drew this inspiration from the following
incidents in the life of Jesus—

“And when it was day, Jesus departed and went into a
desert place and the people sought Him, and came to Him,
and stayed Him, that He should not depart from them.
And He said to them, I must preach the Kingdom of
God to other cities also; for therefore am I sent” (Lk
4:42,43).

“And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:
those ALSO I must bring” (Jn 10:16).

The Great Commission is, “Go into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mk 16:15).
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Apostle Paul had this same “mind of Christ” to reach
the unreached. He wrote, “I have strived to preach the
Gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build
on another man’s foundation: but as it is written, To whom
He was not spoken of, they shall see; and those who have
not heard shall understand” (Rom 15:20,21).

Who are the unreached? They are the “hungry”—
without the Gospel; the “thirsty” — no water of life for
satisfaction; the “strangers” — outside the fold; the “naked”
— no knowledge of Christ’s righteousness; the “sick” —
no message of the Cross; the “imprisoned” — no one to
proclaim to them the liberty! If we are faithful and busy in
reaching the unreached for Christ, on that day the King
shall say to us, “Inasmuch as you have done it to one of
the least of these My brothers (pointing to those won by
us and standing near Him), you have done it to Me” (Mt
25:34-40).

We should never allow anything — even seemingly
spiritual activities — take the place of soulwinning. For
example, the following passage shows how soulwinning
is more important than the accumulation of spiritual or
prophetic knowledge. “When the disciples came together,
they asked of Jesus, saying, Lord, will You at this time
restore again the Kingdom to Israel? And He said to them,
It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which
the Father has put in His own power. BUT you shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come on you; and you
shall be witnesses to Me... to the ends of the earth” (Acts
1:6-8). He also said, “Seek first the Kingdom of God” i.e.
its extension (Mt 6:33).

Slothfulness has been number one enemy for
evangelism. It should be considered seriously as any other
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sin for confession and forsaking. We saw at the beginning
of this message that everyone of us is given grace accord-
ing to the measure of the gift of Christ (Eph 4:7). That’s
what we see clearly in the Parable of the Talents. Each
one of the servants was entrusted with a measure—atleast
one. The one who did nothing with his talent was rebuked
by the Lord as a “wicked,” “slothful” and “unprofitable”
servant (Mt 25:26,30). Apostle Paul reminds us in Romans
12:11, “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving
the Lord.” Look at the following passages to find how
slothfulness was always struck a deathblow in the
soulwinning and evangelistic ministry of Christ —

“Jesus went about all Galilee” (Mt 4:23).

“Jesus went about all the cities and villages” (Mt 9:35).

“Wherever He entered, into villages, or cities or
country...” (Mk 6:56).

“He went throughout every city and village” (Lk 8:1).

“I must work the works of Him who sent Me, while it is
day; the night comes when no man can work” (Jn 9:4).

Even while hanging on the cross, Jesus was found busy
soulwinning — winning a thief for the Kingdom of God!

Holy brothers, consider the Apostle Christ Jesus!

In Matthew chapter 10 we find the Lord appointing
twelve apostles. He sent them forth into the villages to
preach the Gospel and proclaim liberty to the captives.
Now even though He assumed the position of a SENDER,
He did not stop PERSONALLY GOING OUT. Look at
Matthew 11:1— “And it came to pass, when Jesus had
made an end of commanding His twelve disciples, He

departed from there to teach and to preach in their cities.”
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His philosophy was “go” AND “send.” This missionary
principle of Jesus can be traced all through the Gospels.
For example, Matthew 9:35 tells that He “went;” in v 38
He appeals to “pray,” and in 10:5 we find that He “sent;”
and in 11:1 we read that He Himself again went forth —
and so goes this great principle. While appealing for prayer
and funds for our missionary work, we are becoming aware
of a great mistake of some Christians just assuming the
position of SENDERS only. This is very dangerous to world
evangelisation. Unless EVERY Christian takes the place
of a GOER as in Acts 8:1,4, we can never realize world
evangelisation. Missionary-evangelist T.L. Osborn (1923-
2013) beautifully wrote, “The laymen will write the last
chapter of Church History.” I say “amen” to it!

This is not to say that every Christian should leave his
secular job and family commitments to go to the front.
This only means that every Christian should go wherever
he can go; AND send others to places where he cannot
himself go due to practical limitations.

“GO home to your friends and tell them”  (Mk 5:19).

“GO out into the streets and lanes”    (Lk 14:21).

“GO into the village opposite you” (Lk 19:30)

“GO into all the world” (Mk 16:15).

Those who are really concerned about souls and
interested in world evangelisation should have a LARGE

HEART as our Saviour. We must rise above the walls of
denominations if we are to see the unreached millions
reached for Christ. Here is a classic passage from the
Gospel explaining this important point: “And John
answered Him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out
devils in Your Name, and He follows us not: (he does not
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belong to “our” group!) and we stopped him, because he
follows us not. But Jesus said, Forbid him not, for there
is no man who shall do a miracle in my Name, who can
easily speak evil of Me. For he who is not against us is on
our side” (Mk 9:38-40). How sad, even though John was
leaning on Jesus all the time, he could not get his heart
enlarged! This is the pathetic conditon of many of us —
even if we are active in the evangelistic ministry. No wonder
Jesus specially included this point in His prayer in John
chapter 17. It is when we get our hearts thus enlarged we
will witness the world believing on Christ the Lord (Jn
17:23).

I call upon every Christian to prayerfully meditate upon
the pages of the Gospels to see for himself how Jesus
walked and worked as an Apostle and Evangelist — a
SOULWINNER — and  “to walk, even as He walked” (1 Jn
2:6). We are called to follow His footsteps (1 Pet 2:21).
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Woe to those at ease!

When Revival comes,
God’s people come out of their comfort zone
to bless the lost!

“All power is given to Me in heaven and in earth. Go
therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things whatever I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the world” (Mt 28:18-20).

We are all familiar with this Great Commission of the
Lord Jesus Christ to us. But unfortunately we have
bifurcated it and claimed the promise in the Commission
too often, for our personal lives, forgetting that this promise
as the others in the Bible is a conditional one, and only
those who obey the commandment part of the Commission
can rightly claim this promise.

The commandment of the Lord to His followers to preach
the Gospel to every person in the world is over 2000 years
old. But till today we have to a large extent neglected to
obey it. The reason is that we are so selfish that we have not
cared about our brothers and sisters. By our neglect and
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indifference towards the furtherance of the Gospel, we
unconsciously answer God, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” to
His question, “Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9). Prophet
Amos vividly pictures our condition like this: “Woe to those
who are at ease in Zion ... You who put far away the  evil
day, and cause the seat of violence to come near; who lie on
beds of ivory and stretch themselves on their couches, and
eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the
midst of the stall; who chant to the sound of the violin, and
invent to themselves instruments of music like David; who
drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief
ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of
Joseph” (6:1,3-6).

God’s “woe” here is not pronounced on sinners but on
saints who are RELAXING IN ZION. Because, “the time is
come that judgment must begin at the house of God” (1 Pet
4:17). That is why the writer of the Hebrews asks the
alarming question, “How shall we escape, if we neglect (to
obey and preach the message of) so great salvation?” (2:3).
God’s charge against us is that we are not grieved for the
“affliction of Joseph.” Who is Joseph? He is our brother
who is sold out to Egypt for bondage and slavery. Christ
was manifested “to destroy the works of the devil” and “to
deliver those who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage” (1 Jn 3:8; Heb 2:15). And we
are anointed by the Holy Spirit “to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound” (Isa 61:1). We cannot be slack here. Listen to what
God says: “Deliver those who are drawn away to death, and
those who totter to slaughter hold back from their doom. If
you profess ignorance and say, Behold, we did not know
this, does not He who weighs and ponders the hearts
perceive and consider it? And He who guards your life, does



202

He not know it? And shall He not render to you and every
man according to his works?” (Prov 24:11-12 Amp).

We can take Joseph to represent here every Indian, our
brother. How does the Prophet say that we are not grieved
for the affliction of Joseph? —

(i) “You who put far away the evil day” (v3). This is the
first reason for our indifference. We confess with our mouth
that the day, in which God will judge the world in  righteous-
ness by the Lord Jesus Christ, is fast approaching, but we
really do not believe so in our heart. Though not by our
words but by our actions we join the scoffers who say,
“Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation.” But “the Lord is not slack
concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but
is longsuffering towards us, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:4,9).
If we believe in the soon-coming of the Lord Jesus Christ,
let’s prove it by our actions by telling everyone the message,
JESUS CHRIST-SAVIOUR TODAY-JUDGE TOMORROW.
Because, “faith without works is dead!” (Js 2:20).

(ii) “You who lie upon beds of ivory” (v4). We care not
for our brother Joseph because we are luxury-seekers.
Some time ago, one of our leading newspapers reported
that 40% of the country’s population is below the poverty
line, i.e. not even one full meal a day. There is famine for
the ‘Bread OF Life’ and the ‘bread FOR life’. “They have
nothing to eat.” “The tongue of the sucking child cleaves to
the roof of his mouth for thirst: the  young children ask
bread, and no man breaks it to them” (Lam 4:4). It is true
that we should eat and drink but how about sending
“portions to those for whom nothing is prepared?” (Neh
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8:10). It is sin for a Christian to always think of his own
needs and comfort. We should “seek first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness,” and not be going after the
things the Gentiles seek (Mt 6:32,33). “Is it time for you
yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this
house of the Lord lies in ruins? Now therefore thus says the
Lord of hosts: CONSIDER YOUR WAYS” (Hagg 1:4-5 Amp).

(iii) “They stretch themselves on their couches” (v4).
Couches may represent our family life. God created man to
be a partner in His programme. And He provided him a
woman that she may be a “helper for him” (Gen 2:18).
Partners in marriage should be absolutely faithful and
dutiful to each other. But one should not be all the time
occupied with the affairs of his own family. Because the day
of the judgment of the Lord is coming, and it is close at
hand, let us “blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call
a solemn assembly; gather the people, sanctify the
congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and
those who suck breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his
chamber, and the bride out of her closet” (Joel 2:15-16).
Apostle Paul’s call is similar: “The time is short, that
henceforth those who have wives may be as though they
had none; and those who weep, as though they wept not;
and those who rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and
those who buy, as though they possessed not; and those
who use the world, as not using it to the full: for the form of
this world passes away” (1 Cor 7:29-31 ASV).

(iv) “They eat the lambs out of the flock and the
calves out of the midst of the stall” (v4). This is spiritual
indigestion due to overfeeding! The sin of us in this century
is that we are evangelizing the evangelized, preaching to the
preached, reaching the reached, blessing the blessed,
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comforting the comforted, caring for the cared for, but
neglecting the neglected. Rightly did Dr. Oswald, J. Smith
(1889-1986), that great Missionary Pastor, asked, “Why
should anyone hear the Gospel twice before everyone has
heard it once?” We are evangelizing around the pulpit.
Most of the members in the congregations have even
become gospel-proof because of hearing too many sermons
from too many preachers. The Church should not become
an asylum for the spiritual paralytics. Let us not imprison
the Lord Jesus Christ within the four walls of the Church
building. People outside the sanctuary need Jesus. Let’s
not be always warming the seats but go out where the
sinners are. Jesus  said, “Other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold: them also I must bring” (Jn 10:16).

Dear Reader, consider the following passage and
ascertain which  category you belong to. “Why, Reuben, did
you linger among the sheepfolds, listening to the piping for
the flocks? Among the clans of Reuben there were great
searchings of heart. Gilead remained beyond Jordan: and
why did Dan stay with the ships? Asher sat still on the sea
coast, and remained by his creeks. These came not forth to
battle for God’s people. But Zebulun was a people WHO

ENDANGERED THEIR LIVES TO DEATH: Naphtali did also,
on the heights of the field” (Judg 5:16-18 Amp).

(v) “They chant to the sound of the violin, and invent
to themselves instruments of music, like David; who
drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the
chief ointments” (vv 5,6). The Amplified Bible renders this
as, “They sing IDLE SONGS to the sound of the harp...” The
Bible has a great deal to say about this blighting, deaden-
ing, damning sin of slothfulness. The sin of slothfulness
and criminal spiritual neglect has probably done as much
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to populate hell as the viscious sins we hear so much
about. In the Parable of the Talents, the Judgment upon
the slothful servant for doing nothing was as great as the
judgment of those who had committed adultery and
murder. Matthew 25:26-30 records the Master’s sentence:
“You wicked and slothful servant... take therefore the
talent from him... and cast the unprofitable servant into
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” He had done no outward wrong — but simply was
too slothful to carry out the responsibility which had been
assigned to him. Jesus said, “Lift up your eyes, and look on
the fields; for they are white already to harvest” (Jn 4:35).
But we have turned a deaf ear to this because we are
sleeping under the influence of wine and musical solace.
“He who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes shame”
(Prov 11:5).

This is the day for evangelizing India. Esther cried, “How
can I endure to see the evil that shall come to my people?
Or how can I endure to see the destruction of my kindred?”
(Esth 8:6). It’s significant that the word INDIA occurs in the
Bible in the Book of Esther only! (See 1:1 and 8:9). Shall we
adapt this passage for us and say, “How can I endure to see
evil come to my countrymen? Or how can I endure to see
the destruction of my Indian brothers and sisters?” The
Lord Jesus Christ had a special place in His heart for India.
That was why perhaps He gave a special appearance after
His resurrection to Apostle Thomas who brought the
Gospel to India.

Dear Christian friend, you are God’s Esther for India “for
such a time as this!” You cannot be silent “at this time!” Let
the “IF-I-PERISH-I-PERISH” spirit of Esther possess you!
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Faith in Action
(Lessons from Hebrews 11)

When Revival comes,
the faith of God’s people gets adorned
with works that glorify Him!

1. Faith obtains a good testimony. (v2)

2. Faith understands the creative power of
God’s Word. (v3)

3. Faith offers to God the first and the best. (v4)

4. Faith seeks to please God in everything. (v5)

5. Faith believes that God answers diligent prayer. (v6)

6. Faith takes God’s warnings seriously. (v7)

7. Faith obeys God without asking questions. (v8)

8. Faith steps out to possess new territories. (v9)

9. Faith lives with eternity in view. (v10)

10. Faith looks to God alone
and laughs at impossibilities. (v11)

11. Faith confesses, “This world is not my home;
I’m just a passing-thro!” (vv13,37b,38)

12. Faith is Heaven-sick. (vv14,16)

13. Faith does not retreat. (v15)
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14. Faith readily parts with any blessing

to be offered back to God. (v17)
15. Faith counts on the resurrective power of God.

(vv19,35a)
16. Faith prophesies messages

for future generations. (vv20-22)
17. Faith fears no threats

but relies on God’s power to protect. (v23)
18. Faith is not enamoured of worldly status. (v24)

19. Faith says no to sin. (v25)

20. Faith identifies with God’s people voluntarily

in their suffering. (v25)
21. Faith does not worship money. (v26)

22. Faith acts on heavenly vision
fearing no power on earth. (v27)

23. Faith takes refuge under the Blood of Christ.  (v28)

24. Faith attempts the impossible.  (v29)

25. Faith does not give up.  (v30)

26. Faith abandons the devil’s majority
and joins God’s minority. (v31)

27. Faith demonstrates righteousness. (v33)

28. Faith expects great things from God

and attempts great things for Him. (vv32-34)
29. Faith refuses to compromise

even if it means torture and death. (vv35-37)
30. Faith ignores mockery. (v36)

“EXAMINE YOURSELVES

AS TO WHETHER YOU ARE IN THE FAITH.”

(2 Cor 13:5)
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Happy Home

When Revival comes,
God’s people experience Heaven on earth
in their family life!

Happy family is but an earlier Heaven! Sadly the devil
has robbed families of joy and peace by offering
substitutes. But God desires each family to experience
happiness abundantly in every area of its life. It was
perhaps to indicate this concern of His for families that
His Son Jesus performed His first miracle in a marriage
party (Jn 2:1-12).

From this first century incident of Cana we can pick
out atleast seven lessons for a happy home.

1. Presence of Jesus

Jesus was “invited” to the wedding! (v2). This made all
the difference. The first secret of a happy home lies here.

The presence of Jesus cannot be taken for granted.
His presence is promised on condition that two or three
shall “gather” in His Name (Mt 18:20). A family that does
not come together in prayer will hardly experience God’s
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presence. There was a time when it was hard to find
Christian homes without family prayer. But nowadays so
many families have forsaken the family altar. Even in
homes where the practice is cherished, it is occasional.
We find time for everything but family prayer.

Have we not pushed God to the orbit? Circumferential
things are brought to the centre. God has become a
standby and we don’t think about Him until there arises
a crisis. When practising the presence of God is not regular,
it is impossible to all of a sudden take hold of God at the
hour of emergency. How easy it was for the family in Cana
to receive Christ’s help, because He was already there!

The father is supposed to be the first priest to the family.
Without his initiation and cooperation, there can be no
regularity in family devotions. Coming together before the
Lord twice, once at dawn and then at dusk, is best. But
where this is not possible, planning the family prayer
before supper works well. No member should excuse
himself or herself for any reason. It is an exciting time of
worship and fellowship. It is also an occasion for mutual
reconciliation. Someone said, “A family that prays together
stays together!”

Jesus called the Temple as the House of Prayer. If prayer
is regularly offered in a house, it becomes a temple!
Therefore nothing that is outrightly sinful or demonic
should find a place in our homes. Throw away liquor
bottles, cigarette packs, pornographic pictures, filthy
novels, dirty videos, charms and objects of occultism (Dt
23:14).

Lift up the gateheads, open the doors and invite the
King of Glory (Psa 24:7). He is anxious to come in, stay
and sup with you (Rev 3:20; Lk 19:5).
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2. Pathway of Obedience

The unquestioning obedience of the servants in the
wedding is remarkable. We know how difficult it is to
convince cooks and servants, especially when there’s a
problem! But when Mary said to the servants, “Whatever
He says to you, do it,” they implicitly obeyed His step-by-
step orders (vv 5-8)

Most of the problems in our families remain unresolved
because we keep embracing the principles of the godless
world rather than the prescription of God’s Word (1 Jn
2:16,17). We don’t consult the Bible when in doubt and
despair. We run for quick-fix methods and end up in
greater misery after a temporary relief. But beloved, nothing
but God’s Word and His principles will last (1 Pet 1:24,25).

Parents these days pump academic education into their
children, but leave them as Biblical illiterates. But God’s
greatest confidence in Abraham was that he would teach
his children and the entire household the way of the Lord
(Gen 18:19). The childhood training of Paul served handy
when Christ made him an apostle (Acts 22:3; 26:4,5). The
quality faith of Timothy was an inheritance from his granny
and mummy. These ladies taught him the Scriptures from
childhood (2 Tim 1:5; 3:15).

I grew up in a home where the rule was, No Bible No
Breakfast! I don’t regret that my mother was so strict.
Most of what I bring out today while preaching or writing
is from the treasure chest of my heart which my parents
packed with Scriptures. When they died, this is the legacy
they left behind and not a big bank balance. John Wesley
testified, “I learnt more about Christianity from my mother
than from all the theologians of England!” Yes, home is
the seminary of all other institutions.
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Apart from personal devotions, the family should
meditate the Bible together. Daily devotional books can
be used as a supplement. It is wonderful to have wall-
texts and Scripture calendars. But we shall do well if we
refer to them in chats and conversations (Dt 6:6-9). The
sticker texts must be stuck to our hearts!

3. Philosophy of Elders

Mary was probably in her fifties. What a blessing it
was to have someone like her in the function who had
walked with the Lord for decades! The narrative begins
as,  “On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there” (v1).

Ours is a generation which least respects the elders.
Young people  mistake education for experience. Bildad’s
advice to Job is timeless: “Inquire, please, of the former
age, and consider the things discovered by their fathers;
for we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because
our days on earth are a shadow. Will they not teach you
and tell you and utter words from their heart?” (Job 8:8-10).

But for the inspired advice of Mary, the wedding feast
would have ended up in utter chaos and confusion. It
was she who directed the servants to Jesus (v5).
Eventhough Jesus asked her, “What does your concern
have to do with Me?”, He addressed her as “Woman” which
was a respectful and endearing term those days (v4).

True there are traditions which are meaningless today.
But our understanding gets enlightened when we listen
to elders. Many young couples carry certain problems with
them too long because they hesitate to seek counsel from
parents and seniors on those issues. Undoubtedly the



212

young pregnant Mary learnt many helpful lessons from
old Elizabeth during her three month stay with the latter
(Lk 1:56,18). What an atmosphere she later created in
her humble home at Nazareth for the balanced and
wholesome growth of her Son! (Lk 2:51,52). She must have
watched how Elizabeth and Zacharias related to each
other. She would have reflected the same in her
relationship with Joseph. And Jesus, who watched how
His dad and mom loved each other, in turn loved the
Church and gave Himself for it! Good tradition!

4. Party of God’s People

The disciples of Jesus were also invited to the wedding
(v2). It was obviously not because they were filially related
to the bride or the groom. The invitation was extended on
spiritual grounds.

Christian weddings are conducted in the Church, but
rarely is there any meaningful ongoing relationship
between these couples and the other members. The
Church is a family of families. It’s called a household (Gal
6:10; Eph 2:19). The Church must share the blame for so
many broken families. The ministry of pastors should be
more than conducting baptisms, betrothals and burials.
They must tirelessly and tearfully labour to build up
families. This is where house groups with elders are
effective.

Couples who seclude themselves from other believers
are in great danger. Don’t deceive yourself into  thinking
that your problem is too peculiar to share with others. No
family on earth is void of problems. We need to learn from
each other’s experience on how to surmount difficulties.
It is always easier to deal with a problem at its initial
stages.
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There are many books dealing with husband-wife and
parents-children conflicts. Books by Dr. James Dobson
focus on these family issues precisely and practically. My
wife’s book, Jolly Family, has practically helped many
families. Meet with experienced Biblical counsellors for
acute problems. Take advantage of family life retreats and
seminars. It is unwise to hide tensions too long.

Two or three Christian families in one locality may
commit themselves to come together once a week to pray
for and encourage one another. The Bible admonishes,
“Let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works” (Heb 10:24). This is one smartest way of
defeating the diabolic designs of the devil.

5. Patience for Solution

Jesus is the perfect Answer to all the needs, longings
and problems of our families, but He is not the “instant”
Answer! When the shortage of wine in the wedding was
reported to Him, He at once replied, “My hour has not yet
come!” (v4).

God allows problems in our lives to teach us and to
train us. There are lessons in Christian life which can be
learnt only in the school of suffering. After we have done
all that we should according to the will of God, we must
wait patiently to inherit the promises (Heb 10:36). Being
unable to wait, Abraham messed up the situation in his
family (Gen 16:1,2; 21:9-11). Delay does not necessarily
mean denial. God will be developing our character in the
process.

When the woman in Samaria asked Jesus to give her
the living water, He did not give it to her at once the way
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she expected. His answer was, “Bring your husband.” Yes,
God wants to deal with us and our situations thoroughly
before showering His blessings.

Patience is the crowning glory of a family. Oh how many
divorces could have been avoided if only the partners had
waited a little longer! Getting wounded is instant, but not
healing. It takes time. Restoration and rehabilitation
cannot be completed as fast as we think.

6. Positiveness of Expectation

The shortage of wine was a blessing in disguise! The
latter wine was tastier than the former (v10).

Cana means a land of reeds. Reeds speak of weakness
and fragility (Isa 42:3; Mt 11:7; 12:20). And Galilee was a
despised place (Jn 7:52). What an encouragement to all
of us that Jesus chose to perform His first miracle in a
place like that!

Jesus is greater than our greatest need. He is bigger
than our biggest problem. He is personally interested in
each of our families. He despises no one. His outstretched
hands of blessing on families are never withdrawn (Gen
1:27,28).

Friend, don’t lose heart. Strengthen your tired hands
and feeble knees. The Lord is mindful of your prayers and
tears. Your husband will come to his senses. Your wife
will change her attitude. Your son will stop those bad
habits. Your daughter will repent of her stubbornness.
Your parents will understand you better. Your daughter-
in-law will appreciate and respect you. Your mother-in-
law will treat you as her daughter.
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It was on the “third day” that Jesus performed the
miracle at Cana (v1). It is the day of resurrection and new
life after two days of hopelessness and despair (Lk 24:21).
Your third day is just about to dawn! (Hos 6:1,2). Forget
the past. Remember not the old things. The Lord will do a
new thing. “NOW it shall spring forth!” (Isa 43:16-19).

Don’t be worrying about your condition. You could not
have married a better person. You could not have had
better children or parents. The Lord is in control. He will
complete the good work He has begun in you. The best
is yet to be! It was to Nathanael of “Cana of Galilee” that
the promise of “greater things than these” was made!
(Jn 1:50; 21:2).

7. Promotion of God’s Cause

Verse 11 capsulates the purpose of the miracle: “This
beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and
manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.”
In a sense the disciples were already believers. Their faith
was further strengthened and deepened by this incident.
The greatest of all was that Jesus was glorified. His divinity
was revealed.

Interestingly the second sign miracle of Jesus was also
performed for a family. He healed a boy at the plea of his
father. Here again the result was, “And he himself believed
and all his household” (Jn 4:53,54).

Families are God’s units on earth to promote His cause
and accomplish His purposes. God promised Abraham
that in him all the “families” of the earth would be blessed
(Gen 12:3). When God blesses a family, it is to bless the
next family through it. The family circle is the supreme
conductor of Christianity.



216

Each Christian family has a God-given commission to
bless the non-Christian families around it with the
message of the Gospel. Jesus said, “Whichever house you
enter, first say, Peace to this house!” (Lk 10:5). A family
living in peace and happiness is the most powerful proof
for the power of the Gospel.

When we forget this responsibility of ours, family life
becomes meaningless after sometime. Instead of diffusing
the fragrance of Christ and the aroma of life into our
neighbourhood, we will be polluting the atmosphere
around us with the stink of stagnation.

There were “six” waterpots in that house (Jn 2:6). As
per Scripture numerics, six is the number of man (Gen
1:27,31; Rev 13:18). The lesson is that even the best of
human efforts and earthly provisions cannot satisfy the
needs and longings of families. It needs a touch of Jesus!
Let us experience the power of Jesus in our own families
and enroll other families in His Kingdom so they may also
enjoy Heaven on earth!
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The Joy of the Lord

When Revival comes,
God’s people find true joy
only “in the Lord!”

The Bible repeatedly commands us to “rejoice in the
Lord” (Phil 3:1; 4:4). These are actually the words Apostle
Paul wrote from inside the prison to the Christians in
Philippi. It’s usually the visitors to prisons who would
encourage the inmates. But here we see the other way
round! That’s what points out the difference between
“happiness” and “joy.”

Happiness depends on what happens; but joy is
independent of happenings. That’s why it’s called joy “of
the Lord.” Ezra told the people during restoration, “The
joy of the Lord is your strength!” (Neh 8:10c). Yes, joy
makes us strong. A joyful doctor is a better doctor than
others. A joyful student is a better student. A joyful teacher
is a better teacher. And so on.

The “joy of the Lord” is presented by Jesus as “My joy”
(Jn 15:11; 17:13). The heartcry of the Psalmist was, “O
Lord, will You not revive us again that Your People may
rejoice IN YOU?” (Psa 85:6). Yes, revival restores “joy and
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gladness” to God’s people (Joel 1:16). Let’s study here
what the “joy of the Lord” means, and seek God to revive
us personally and corporately to experience it.

1. Joy of Salvation

This means rejoicing in the salvation of the LORD.

It’s at our conversion to Christ that we first experience
this joy. It’s told about the Philippian Jailor that “he
rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household”
(Acts 16:34). From then on it starts growing everyday.
Prophet Isaiah portrays this ongoing experience in Isa
12:3, “With joy you will draw water from the wells of
salvation.” Drawing water from wells was a daily routine
in the Mediterranean. With this daily experience the
redeemed shall sing, “Behold, God is my salvation, I will
trust and not be afraid; for YAH, the Lord, is my Strength
and my Song; He also has become my Salvation” (v2).
It’s not just that God blesses me with salvation; He Himself
becomes my Salvation! This perennial joy is ours through
a daily and constant remembrance of salvation because
of the finished work of Christ.

Problems or losses do not affect joy if it’s in the Lord’s
salvation. Everything else may change or fluctuate but
the salvation of the Lord is constant. This was Prophet
Habakkuk’s testimony: Hab 3:17,18, “Though the fig tree
may not blossom... no herd in the stalls — yet I will rejoice
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation!” Blessing
or no blessing, rejoicing in the Lord’s salvation, because
salvation, which is the greatest of all blessings, is constant.

In the incident of Isaac being laid by Abraham on the
altar, we have a type of the subtitutionary death of Christ.
Commenting on this, Jesus said, “Abraham rejoiced to
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see My day, and he saw it and was glad!” (Jn 8:56). Yes,

Abraham foresaw the salvation to be provided by the Lord,
and named that place as Jehovah-Jireh! (Gen 22:14). How

much more we can rejoice today, living on this side of
Calvary!

Mary had the same experience. Following the Angelic
announcement, she burst forth into singing, “My soul

magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my
Saviour” (Lk 1:46,47). Priest Zacharias’ song was similar:

“Blessed is the Lord God ... he has redeemed His people,
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us” (vv 68,69).

This is exactly what Hannah rejoiced over (1 Sam 2:1)

Beloved, “Salvation” is our helmet (Eph 6:17). Dare
not to go out without wearing it! Any other fracture is not

as bad as head injury! In our daily path the devil sets so
many traps. Be guarded. Times of darkness are our usual

lot. Nothing else will lift up our heads like the
remembrance of God’s “so great salvation” (Heb 2:3,4).

Do not allow the devil to accuse and condemn you! (Rom
8:1; Rev 12:10,11).

2. Joy of Submission

This is rejoicing over submitting of ourselves to the
LORD.

Prophet Isaiah portrays Christ as “a Man of sorrows”

(Isa 53:3). The strongest test for His submission to the
Father came in the Garden of Gethsemane. In spite of

His mental agony over His forthcoming torturous death,
He submitted Himself to the Father, saying, “Not My will

but Yours!” (Lk 22:42). Commenting on this act, the writer
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of the Epistle to the Hebrews says, “For the joy that was
set before Him He endured the cross” (Heb 12:2). Though
angelic help was available to Jesus for every beck and
call, the Bible speaks of two critical instances when angels
came to strengthen Him and minister to Him. One was
following Christ’s refusal to submit to Satan in the
wilderness (Mt 4:10,11), and the other following His total
surrender to the Father’s will in the Garden (Lk 22:42,43).
One incident marked the beginning of His public ministry,
and the other the end! There’s nothing like the joy of
submission to God throughout our life.

In the midst of intense suffering Paul declared, “I suffer
... but not ashamed ... I’m persuaded that He is able to
keep what I’ve committed to Him until that day” (2 Tim
1:12). Fanny Crosby, 1823-1915, patiently endured total
blindness all through her life, in total submission to God
the Father. She translated her life into her world-famous
hymn —

Perfect submission, all is at rest;

I in my Saviour, am happy and blest;

Watching and waiting, looking above;

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love!

Our anxieties at workspot over injustice can be calmed
down when we realize that no man can promote or demote
us; and the Lord will do what’s best for us. Let’s also
submit our ambitions and aspirations to God. It’s by sub-
mitting under the mighty hand of God we can experience
exaltation (1 Pet 5:6). It’s natural to desire promotions,
but we must balance it with what the Lord says: “Do you
seek great things for yourself? Do not seek them” (Jer
45:5). Otherwise we will fall into manipulative practices.
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Submission has a horizontal component also — that
is “submitting to one another.” The result is exultant joy
through the overflowing Spirit (Eph 5:18-21).

3. Joy of Saintliness/Sanctification

This means rejoicing in walking holy before the LORD.

When Ezra read out to people from the Book of the
Law of Moses, they were convicted of their sins and wept
(Neh 8:1,8). Conviction of sin is through the Word of God
and the Spirit of God, but condemnation is from Satan.
By showing our sins to us, God is only interested in leading
us to experience His forgiveness and cleansing. This is
what Ezra, Nehemiah and the Levites made the people to
understand. They said, “This day is holy to the Lord your
God; do not mourn nor weep ... Do not sorrow, for the joy
of the Lord is your strength” (vv 9-11).

Sin is the worst joy-killer. Psalmist David lost his joy
when he committed sin and covered it for two years. He
said, “When I kept silent, my bones grew old  through my
groaning all the day long ... My vitality was turned into
drought of summer” (Psa 32:3,4). How cruel! But under
conviction when he confessed his sin, he could pray for
the restoration of the “joy of salvation” (Psa 51:12). The
Bible asserts, “Light is sown for the righteous, and
gladness for the upright in heart” (Psa 97:11).

It’s told about the earthly life of Jesus that He loved
righteousness and hated lawlessness (Heb 1:9). These
are two sides of holiness. It’s by hating lawlessness our
love for righteousness is intensified. Because of this type
of practical holiness, Jesus was “anointed with the oil of
gladness.” All holy people are happy; but all happy people
may not be holy. Holy life is jolly life!
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Guilt and gladness cannot stay together. When guilt is

removed by the thorough cleansing of the Blood of Jesus,
radiant joy floods in. Before speaking of the cleansing

power of this Blood, Apostle John wrote, “These things
we write to you that your joy may be full” (1 Jn 1:4-9).

Apostle Paul who wrote, “Rejoice always,” also added,
“Abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thess 5:16,22). This

means we are to walk in truthfulness, sincerity, honesty
and transparency. Hypocrisy kills the inner joy. Jesus

said, “Blessed are the pure in heart!” (Mt 5:8). The word
“blessed” means “happy!”

It’s true that holy life is difficult. But rejoice over the
fact that God who has commanded us, “Be holy,” has

also promised, “I am the Lord who makes you holy!” (Lev
20:7,8; 21:8).

4. Joy of the Scriptures

This means rejoicing in the Word of the LORD.

It is the Psalmist, more than any other writer in the
Bible, who brings out this aspect of joy. The references

are quite many. Here are a few of them —

Psalm 119:54, “Your statutes have been my songs in
the house of my pilgrimage.” On the average, life on earth

has more pressures than pleasures. This is the curse of
the “fall” (Gen 3:14-19) from which we have not yet been

delivered (Rom 8:18-23), though we have been redeemed
from the curse of the “Law” (Gal 3:13). Of course our stay

on earth is temporary. It is a “house of pilgrimage,” as the
Psalmist has rightly said. Lest we sink in sorrow, let the

Scriptures become our song!
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Psalm 119:92, “Unless Your Law had been my delight,
I would then have perished in my affliction.” Whether
or not you feel like reading the Bible, as you go through
the storms of life, turn to its pages so you will be uplifted
in your spirit. Daily newspapers are more depressing
than delightsome. Pessimism has taken hold of mankind.
It’s through the Scriptures we get “hope” and “comfort”
(Rom 15:4).

Our low spirits begin to leap for joy when we get into
the pages of the Holy Writ. The voice of the Lord from the
written Word makes us “skip like a calf ” (Psa 29:6). It’s
“full of majesty!” (v4b). When we are richly filled with the
“Word of Christ,” we burst forth into singing “psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs” (Col 3:16).

The testimony of the Psalmist both challenges us and
encourages us to delight in God’s Word. The very
beginning of the Book of Psalms refers to this dimension:
“Blessed (= happy) is the man ... whose delight is in the
Law of the Lord” (Psa 1:2). A systematic morning medi-
tation of God’s Word keeps us blissful all through the
day. The very Word of God becomes our delight (Psa
119:24,77,174). Everytime you get a new inspiration from
God’s Word, it will be like “rejoicing over treasures” (Psa
119:162). We will exclaim, “How sweet are Your Words to
my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psa 119:103).

A casual reading of the Bible does no good, but a
painstaking study is rewarding.

5. Joy of Singing

This is the joy that comes through praising and
worshipping the LORD.
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There is both individual and corporate worship. Prov
29:6b, “The righteous sings and rejoices.” Let not the
CDs and DVDs do all the singing! Praise God for the
worship hymns of the past and the choruses of these
days. Keep a standard hymnbook or songbook with you.
Even if you don’t know all the tunes, you can read through
the stanzas. Some of them are amazingly rich. Praise gives
us wings!

Referring to the joy of corporate worship, David
recollected, “I was glad when they said to me, Let us go
into the house of the Lord ... to give thanks to the Name
of the Lord” (Psa 122:1,4). The spiritual warmth we
experience when we lift our voices together with the other
children of God is unmistakable. David confessed, “O God,
You are holy, who inhabit the praises of Israel” (Psa 22:3).

There’s fullness of joy in God’s presence (Psa 16:11;
Acts 2:28). This was quoted by Apostle Peter to defend
the hilarious manifestations of the Holy Spirit’s outpouring
on Christ’s disciples! They worshipped God for His
“wonderful works” (Acts 2:11b). The inevitable outcome
of the Spirit’s fullness in our hearts is “speaking to one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs” and
“singing and making melody to the Lord” (Eph 5:18-20).
This is the joy of singing!

Praise strengthens us when we become weak because
of the heavy burdens and pains. It’s praise that fills our
hearts with supernatural joy so our “Baca” becomes a
“Beracha!” (Psa 84:5-7). “Blessed are those who dwell in
Your house; they will still be praising You!” (v4).

Beloved, don’t become too busy with your work to find
time for worship. Don’t begin to worship your work. God
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is pleased more with the “sacrifices of our lips” (Heb 13:15)
than the “work of our hands” (Hos 14:2,3). Job satisfaction
is not the same as joy. It may soon leave you empty inside.

No two days are alike. Some days we are up; other
days we are downcast. But the Bible says that God
“crowns the YEAR with His goodness” (Psa 65:11). As for
God this is true of everyday. So we are to “shout for joy”
and “sing” (v13b). Let’s begin each day saying, “This is
the day which the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be
glad in it” (Psa 118:24).

Sing when the day is bright;
Sing through the darkest night;

Everyday, all the way,
Let’s sing, sing, sing!

6. Joy of Supplication

This is rejoicing in our prayers to the LORD.

One of the outstanding promises of God in the Book of
Isaiah: “I will make them joyful in My house of prayer”
(Isa 56:7). Prayer is communion and communication with
the Lord. What can be more joyful than this holy exercise?
Prayer is sharing our feelings with our Heavenly Father.
It lifts the burdens off us. Prayer is spending time with
the Lover of our souls. It fills the vacuum in our hearts.
No wonder the hymnologist, William W. Walford, a blind
lay-preacher, 1772-1850, sang —

Sweet hour of prayer,
Sweet hour of prayer,
That calls me from a world of care ...

Getting answers to our prayers is undoubtedly a joyous
thing. Jesus Himself said, “Ask, and you will receive,
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that your joy may by full” (Jn 16:24). But more than

answers to prayer, praying itself is delightful. The fact
that we have a God who is near us and to whom we can

speak is what makes this an exciting experience. Moses
challenged before the Israelites, “What great nation is

there that has God so near to it, as the Lord our God is
to us, for whatever reason we may call upon Him?” (Dt

4:7). David put it this way: Psa 65:2, “O You who hear
prayer, to You all flesh will come.” This is what made

Joseph Scriven, 1819-1886, sing, “What a Friend we
have in Jesus!”

Hannah was “in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the
Lord and wept in anguish” (1 Sam 1:10). She poured out

her soul before the Lord (v15). Priest Eli encouraged her
saying that God would grant her petition (v17). Even before

the actual answer to her prayer came, we read, “her face
was no longer sad” (v18b). This is the joy of prayer. The

very first line in her song was, “My heart rejoices in the
LORD” (2:1).

Apostle Paul’s teaching is along the same lines. He
wrote to the Philippian Christians, “Rejoice in the Lord
always. Again I will say, rejoice ... Be anxious for nothing,
but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus”
(Phil 4:4,6,7). Whether or not our requests are granted or
problems solved, what’s guaranteed is the “peace” of God!
This is what “ununderstandable” peace means. Yes, as
the Psalmist confesses, “In the multitude of my anxieties
within me, Your comforts delight my soul” (Psa 94:19).
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7. Joy with the Saints

This is rejoicing in the company of the people of the
LORD.

David’s description of the joy in the fellowship of God’s
people is unparalleled. Psalm 133, “Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!”
He compares the refreshing nature of this fellowship to
“precious oil” and “dew of mountains.” The warmth of
fellowship has no substitute.

Jesus promised His very presence where two or three
are gathered in His Name (Mt 18:20). We have already
seen that it is in His presence there’s fullness of joy (Acts
2:28). The fellowship of God’s people is like a family
gathering with the head of the family. It creates a
celebrative mood. The “general assembly and Church of
the firstborn who are registered in Heaven” is called a
“festal gathering!” (Heb 12:23). That’s why the Bible often
calls us to “greet one another with a holy kiss” (Rom
16:16). In Romans 16 the word “greet” comes 21 times!

As long as we are in this world we never outgrow the
need for fellowship with God’s people. The apostles,
though busy in their itinerant ministries, often returned
to their company of brothers and sisters in the Lord.
Apostle Paul almost begs the believers in Rome to pray
for him so he would somehow be able to visit them and
be “refreshed” (Rom 1:10; 15:32). We know how much
Jesus longed for the company of His disciples, however
imperfect they might be. The very first reason of the choice
of the Twelve was that they might be “with Him” (Mk 3:14).
Other things were only next. Fellowship with God’s
children has been the longing of Jesus even from eternity
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past! Here’s His testimony: Prov 8:30,31, “I was beside
Him (the Father) as a master craftsman; and I was daily
His delight, rejoicing always before Him, rejoicing in His
inhabited world, and My delight was with the sons of
men!” He considered God’s children as His “brothers and
sisters” (Mk 3:33-35).

Men and women by and large these days are sad
because the society is individualistic. Folks are excited
with their facebook contacts but not enthusiastic enough
to interact with the members of their local fellowships.
The enemy from the beginning subtly provides substitutes.
There will be both good and bad, but he knows that man
in his fallen nature would choose the bad. Beware! There’s
not only joy but also safety in the company of saints (Eccl
4:9-12).

8. Joy of Soulwinning

This is rejoicing in bringing people to the LORD.

The joy of the soulwinner is the joy of the harvest. Psa
126:5,6, “Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. He
who continually goes forth weeping, bearing seed for
sowing, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.” In the context of
soulwinning Jesus said that “both he who sows and he
who reaps will rejoice together” (Jn 4:36). Any Christian
without a heart for evangelism and passion for souls will
be joyless.

There’s nothing like the joy of the shepherd who found
the one lost sheep. When he found it, he laid it on his
shoulders, “rejoicing.” When he came home, he called
his friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with
me, for I have found my lost sheep” (Lk 15:5,6). In the
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same way, when the woman found her lost coin, she called
her friends to rejoice with her (vv 8,9). The only place in
the New Testament where “dancing” is mentioned in good
sense is when the prodigal son returned home (v25). Jesus
gave these three illustrations just to point out the
importance of seeking the lost and the intense joy that
accompanies it both on earth and in Heaven (vv 7,10).
Are you a soulwinner?

The sufferings of Jesus were just for the salvation of
souls. Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would be “satisfied”
with His “travail” (Isa 53:11,12). All the difficulties
encountered in soulwinning and evangelism will be
forgotten when we harvest the fruits. The remembrance
of labour pain is gone because of the “joy” that a baby is
born! (Jn 16:21). O the joy of bringing forth children into
the Kingdom of God!

What is a greater service than to show our fellowmen
the way to Heaven where they would live endlessly? What
can be a greater joy than to be instruments in the hands
of God in saving men and women from eternal fire and
preparing them for eternal glory? “He who turns a sinner
from the error of his way will save a soul from death and
cover a multitude of sins” (Js 5:20). Apostle Paul rejoiced
over even those who preached the Gospel with ulterior
motives (Phil 1:15-18).

How much at times songleaders and pastors have to
struggle to enthuse the congregations to worship God with
joy! Most of what we see in worship services is not sponta-
neous; it’s just worked up. Is there a solution? Send the
congregational members out into the streets, marketplaces
and villages to share the Gospel with the lost and the
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least. They shall return with uncontrolable joy (Psa

126:5,6). This is the only way to restore jubilant worship
(Acts 2:46,47).

9. Joy of Sacrifice

This is rejoicing in sacrificial services to people in the
Name of the LORD.

We are called to serve people in the spirit of Jesus who

said, “Not to be served but to serve!” (Mt 20:28). Such a
service demands sacrifice. According to Apostle Paul it’s

literally pouring out of ourselves for the good of people.
He wrote to the Philippian Christians, “I am being poured

out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of
your faith; I am glad and rejoice with you all. For the

same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me” (Phil
2:17,18). Sacrificial service fills the one who serves, as

well as the one who is served, with serene joy.

Sincere and sacrificial labour for the glory of God and

the good of man will not go unnoticed by the Almighty
(Heb 6:10). Though the full reward is only in eternity,

God blesses us with incommunicable inner joy. This will
be seen on our smile towards the poor beneficiaries. Such

an inner joy so satisfies us that we will not look for any
human applause or appreciation. If all that we look for is

only the gladdening of God’s heart, identifying ourselves
with the poor, the marginalized and the helpless becomes

easy. The striking Biblical examples are Job, David and
Jesus—

JOB: “Have I not wept for him who is in trouble? Has

not my soul grieved for the poor?” (Job 30:25).
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DAVID: “When they were sick, my clothing was

sackcloth... I bowed down heavily, as one mourns for his

mother” (Psa 35:13,14).

JESUS: “I was hungry... homeless... imprisoned... sick”

(Mt 25:35,36).

Pioneer missionary work calls for all sorts of sacrifices

— comforts, friends, children, and so on. On top of all

these, there’s persecution and opposition. In Paul’s

missionary journeys the “Holy Spirit testified in every city,

saying, that chains and tribulations awaited him” (Acts

20:22,23). Here’s how he responded to it: “But none of

these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself,

so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry

which I received from the Lord Jesus” (v24). For Moses
the joy of suffering with the people of God was superior to

the passing pleasures of Egypt (Heb 11:24-26).

10. Joy of Second Coming

This is rejoicing in the hope of the return of our LORD.

This call to rejoice in the Lord’s return is pointedly

given in Psalm 96:11-13, “Let the heavens rejoice, and

the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and  all its fullness; let

the field be joyful, and all that is in it. Then all the trees

of the woods will rejoice before the Lord, FOR He is

coming!” What else can uplift the pessimistic world?

The early disciples lived with the every-moment-

expectation of the soon return of the Lord. The very word

of greeting exchanged between them was, “Maranatha!”

(1 Cor 16:22).
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Turning again to Philippians, the Epistle of Joy, Paul

wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say,
rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to all men. The

Lord is at hand!” (Phil 4:4,5).

The prescription to the bereaved to come out of their

sorrow is to be reminded of the glorious return of the
Lord (1 Thess 4:16-18). The Second Coming will usher in

the New Heaven and New Earth where there would be “no
more death, no more sorrow, nor crying” (Rev 21:4). These

words are not imaginary but “true and faithful” (v5). We
would then have entered the “joy of the Lord” — in the

literal sense (Mt 25:21,23).
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Covenants, Church History, Trinitarian Godhead,

Gifts & Ministries, Personal Sanctification,
Last Things, etc.

4 Volumes, totally 400 pages of A4 size paper,
spiral-bound, including a Master Index Card.

Cased in an attractive paded rexin pouch.

Ideal for personal studies,
Bible Study groups and classroom teaching.

Helpful for both new believers
and mature Christians.

Price Rs. 500/- per Pack; forwarding Rs. 100/-

R. Stanley

13 Church Colony

Vellore 632 006, India

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600

<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>
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CONTENTS

 General Messages
Enlightening Articles for Christian Growth

 Sermon Outlines
Outlines on miscellaneous subjects for
Personal Meditation and Pulpit Preaching

 Bible Studies
Studies on specific themes
and select books of the Bible

 Doctrinal Essays
Corrective Teaching to uphold
Sound Doctrines of the Bible

 Youth Matters
Practical Guidelines to Young Men
and Young Women for Successful Living

 Leaders Column
Biblical Insights and Practical Lessons
on Christian Leadership

 Missionary Challenge
Calling Christians to obey
the Great Commission of Christ

 My Answers
Answers to Questions
frequently asked but rarely answered

 Quotable Quotes
Stanley’s analytical Statements
about Christian Life and Ministry

 Video Talks
Stanley’s Bible Sermons
in Video & Audio format, freely downloadable

Register your e-mail id in this website
to receive updates instantly.

StanleyOnBible .com

A WEBSITE FOR BIBLE LOVERS.
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Blessing Youth Mission
A transdenominational ministry dedicated to

Revival and Evangelism, functioning since 1971.


Conducting Revival Camps,
Bible Studies and Training Programmes.



Establishing witnessing groups in schools
and colleges through Campus programmes.



Visiting villages, slums, hospitals, etc.,
through hundreds of outreach teams

of laymen and laywomen.


Church planting and Church revival ministries in
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Jharkand, Karnataka,

Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan,
Tamilnadu and Uttar Pradesh

through nearly 350 fulltime missionaries.


Publishing books, tracts and a periodical titled BLESSING
in Assamese, Bengali, English, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,

Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Tamil and Telugu.


Helping the poor and the downtrodden
through medical, literacy and relief works.

Pray for this Mission.
Participate in its activities.

Support it with your offerings.

Blessing Youth Mission
Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India
Tel: 00 91 416 2242943, 2248943

<hq@bymonline.org>   www.bymonline.org
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