
https://newsela.com/articles/#/rule/primary-sources - Newsela has a good number of primary sources for students to analyze. This website is especially 
handy because the lexile score can be adjusted by students to make the source more accessible. It’s clear that Newsela has also sought to find sources that 
are compelling for students. (U.S. and World History)

https://www.loc.gov/ - This website has thousands and thousands of documents related to U.S. History. The search function can be somewhat cumbersome, 
and the search terms aren’t as obvious as I would prefer. Still teachers will find really good resources if they take the time to search.  (U.S. History)

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/ - This website has a fantastic amount of text documents relating to U.S. History. They are easy to cut and paste, 
or you can direct students straight to the website.  (U.S. History)

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ - This website has great primary sources, and they have already been edited for teachers already. This is an excellent 
resource.  (U.S. History)

https://dp.la/primary-source-sets - This website has a ton of primary source sets for topics in U.S. History.  Most are photographs and images of primary 
source texts. Teachers could utilize a primary source set, and assign students different documents from within the set. (U.S. History)

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ - This website would require more skilled learners. Still, the information that can be gleaned is quite amazing. This 
website contains an incredible database of historical American newspapers. Teachers might pick a topic and then screenshot an article for students to 
utilize.  (U.S. History)

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/index.html - This website has first person primary sources with a historical context included.  (U.S. and World History)

http://americainclass.org/primary-sources/ - This website is a treasure trove of primary sources for American History. I would suggest that teachers pull the 
primary sources in advance for students to analyze. (U.S. History)

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/ - This website has a wide variety of visual sources for students to analyze. Although some of the images are quite 
random, teachers can find a plethora of usable images for student analysis.  (U.S. History)

https://artsandculture.google.com/category/event - There is a whole section of the Google Arts & Culture devoted to historical events. This is a fantastic 
source of images relating to historical events. Students could browse through the selection, and choose images they find most impactful for discussing a 
topic. 

https://repository.duke.edu/dc/adaccess - This one is really neat! It provides a database of historical advertisements. Students could investigate societal 
mores by looking at the standards set through advertising.  (U.S. History and Canada)

http://www.larsdatter.com/sitemap.htm - This website is somewhat overwhelming, however, it has a ton of links related to the Medieval era. The images 
and resources are fantastic, but teachers will have to dig. (U.S. and World History)

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/default.asp - There are thousands of full text documents on this website. Teachers will likely need to comb through on their own 
and then modify for students. The good part is that all are in English and they are easy to cut and paste.  (U.S. and World History)

There are many websites that provide full text primary sources, and others that provide excerpts. 
Teachers can direct students to a particular link on one of these websites, or they can edit a 
document for students to utilize. Newsela even allows students to change the lexile score so that 
the text is at their reading level. 
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Author: Year Created:

Title:

Time Period in History: Type of Document:

1. Describe the person who wrote this source.

2. What topic are they discussing?

4. Cite a piece of evidence from the source that showcases the author’s opinion. 

Name: ___________________________________________ Per: ______________

3. What is their opinion about the topic they’re discussing?

Provide any details that you can determine about the person who wrote the source. You might 
include a description of the person’s gender, age, ethnicity, job, country of origin, marital status, 
or anything else you might feel is significant.

Provide 3 to 4 sentences that address the main topic of this source. Make sure to address the 5 W’s - who, 
what, where, when and why. 

In answering this question, make sure to address how the individual feels 
about the topic they’re discussing. What point are they trying to make?

Make sure to find a quote from the text that truly represents 
the author’s point of view. 



Name: ___________________________________________ Per: ______________

Author: Year Created:

Title:

Time Period in History: Type of Document:

4. Is there also an alternative audience for this source?  

Thi  r e s o t n   pe de 

Really think about the source here. Although there might be a direct 
audience, there also might be another audience that should be hearing the 
message. 

Thi  r e s ec y a g g 

2. Who is the direct audience for this source?

Provide a description of the audience for this source. Make sure to 
include a detailed description of the types of people who are directly 
targeted with the source.

This evidence can be a quote or a description of a 
detail from the source that indicates the audience.  

3. Cite a piece of evidence from the source 
that supports your answer to the question 
above. 

1. What topic is this source discussing?
Thi  r y o c  o s  o

Provide 3 to 4 sentences that address the main topic of this source. 
Make sure to address the 5  W’s - who, what, where, when and 
why.

Wit  t  o r , 



Name: ___________________________________________ Per: ______________

Author: Year Created:

Title:

Time Period in History: Type of Document:

1. What topic is this source discussing? Provide 3 to 4 sentences that address the main topic of this source. Make sure to address the 5  W’s 
- who, what, where, when and why.

2. What is the purpose for the creation of this source? Provide a description of the purpose for this source. Make sure to include a 
detailed description of the types of people who are directly targeted with the 
source.

3. Cite a piece of evidence from the source that supports your answer to 
the question above. 

This evidence can be a quote or a description of a detail from 
the source that indicates the purpose.  

4. How is this source trying to influence people?  Part of the purpose of the source is to influence a group of people in some way. How is 
this source trying to influence people and what group are they trying to influence? 



Name: ___________________________________________ Per: ______________

Author: Year Created:

Title:

Time Period in History: Type of Document:

1. What topic is this source discussing?

Provide 3 to 4 sentences that address the main 
topic of this source. Make sure to address the 5  
W’s - who, what, where, when and why.

Thi  r y o c  o s  o

4. Is it possible that the creator is outright 
lying or concealing the truth in some way?  
How? Why? 

With this question, think about the context of this 
source. Why might the creator of this source have a 
reason to conceal the truth? 

It i  s le t  c e r 
mi t  

2. What can you infer about the creator of this 
source?

An inference is a conclusion based on evidence or 
reasoning. Use the clues provided in the source to 
make some inferences about the creator of the source. 

Bas   t e r e, on   in  
t a  t  r a  f is ce

3. Does the creator have a reason for saying what 
they said the way that they said it?   

Think about whether the evidence has been worded in a 
specific way to influence anyone who reads or sees the 
source.

The to   t  so  ma  
ha  en y  t  i l e


