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Jim Obazee

When the untouchable 
gets ‘torched’  

P
resident Muhammadu Bu-
hari on Monday removed the 
executive secretary of the 
Financial Reporting Council 
of Nigeria (FRC), Jim Obazee, 

and ordered the reconstitution of the 
council’s board.

The president consequently ap-
pointed Adedotun Sulaiman as the new 
chairman of the council. Sulaiman is a 
former managing partner/director of 
Arthur Anderson and, later, Accenture.

President Buhari also approved the 
appointment of Daniel Asapokhai as 
the executive secretary of the council. 
Asopokhai till his appointment was a 
partner and a financial reporting special-
ist at PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC), 
Nigeria.

Since this recent development, 
tongues have been wagging.

Though Obazee has left the FRC, ev-
eryone, including his colleagues at FRC, 
media friends, and some persons in most 
public companies will no doubt always 
have one thing to remember him for.  

Before now, Obazee had on many 
occasions proved to Nigerians through 
his decisions and actions at the FRC that 
he was one of the ‘untouchable’ senior 
civil servants.

He was privileged to work for the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP)-led 
Nigerian government, and currently 
the All Progressives Congress (APC)-led 
government.

A renowned board room guru, Oluse-
gun Osunkeye, nicknamed Jim Obazee 
an “emperor”, just because he was always 
in the news; particularly in the manner 
he oversaw the important government 
institution which preached good corpo-
rate governance and transparency.

Last year, October 17 to be precise, 
the Obazee-led FRC released what he 
called “the National Code of Corporate 
Governance”, saying the FRC action was 
in line with Section 50 of the Financial 
Reporting Council of Nigeria Act, 2011, 
“which among other things requires the 
Directorate of Corporate Governance 
to develop the principles and practices 
of Corporate Governance applicable in 
Nigeria”.

The mandatory codes, according to 
him, included the Code of Corporate 
Governance for the Private Sector, and 
the Code of Governance for Not-for-
Profit entities tagged “Comply or Justify 
non-compliance”.

Obazee said the Code of Governance 
for the Public Sector would not be ap-
plicable immediately until an executive 
directive was secured from the Federal 
Government of Nigeria.

“This is due to the fact that the en-
abling laws that set up most government 
establishments already carry some 
form of governance structure that will 
require an umbrella legislation to unify 
the different provisions of those laws 
to synchronise with this Code,” he said.

Barely two months ago, following se-
ries of criticisms by industry stakehold-
ers and shareholders on its implication 
to the Nigerian business community, 
the Federal Government suspended the 
implementation of the Code by Financial 
Reporting Council.

But in show of defiance, Obazee dared 
the Federal Government to forcefully 
implement the now suspended contro-
versial Code of Corporate Governance.

The forceful implementation of the 
Code by Obazee only signalled that 
he drew a sword against the council’s 
supervisory ministry – the Ministry of 
Trade and Investment, headed by the 
Okechukwu Enelamah.

FRCN, one of the parastatals under 

the supervision of the Ministry of In-
dustry, Trade and Investment, was the 
principal actor in the controversial exit 
of Pastor Enoch Adeboye as the General 
Overseer of the Redeemed Christian 
Church God (RCCG), Nigeria.

Just like the biblical saying in 1 Chron-
icles 16:22, “Touch not my anointed ones, 
do my prophets no harm!”, it was clear 
that Obazee flew too close to the sun and 
melted in the process.

In October 2015, the FRC under 
Obazee suspended the FRC number of 
Atedo Peterside, chairman of Stanbic 
IBTC, making him unable to append his 
signature on financial reports. The FRC 
had cited infractions in the 2013-2014 
financial statements of the bank as the 
reason for its decision.

It directed the bank to restate and to 
re-issue its 2013-2014 financial state-
ments and imposed a fine of N1 billion 
on the bank.

Besides Peterside’s, the FRC numbers 
of Sola David-Borha, group managing 
director, and two other directors of the 

their way into boardrooms not to deliver 
value but unfortunately to line their 
pockets, and once compromised, keep 
their mouth shut. Most professionals 
find it difficult to keep silent in matters 
of this nature.”

Osuji, who also served as a member 
of the Board Audit Committee, said: 
“Unfortunately, in the course of carrying 
out our function, many infractions were 
noticed. I wrote a report which helped 
guide the committee in our delibera-
tions. When it became apparent that I 
could not be compromised, Mr. Obazee 
demanded that ICAN should withdraw 
me from the Board, through Past Presi-
dent Kabir Mohammed who was the 
president then.”

The move, according to him, was 

frustrated.
“When you hear that power corrupts, 

it truly corrupts absolutely. Recall what 
happened to the Emir of Kano who was 
the CBN governor then? Members of 
the Board were not privy to the inves-
tigation of CBN and just read about the 
issue in the pages of newspapers. When 
the members demanded answers, none 
was disclosed as the name of the former 
president was freely used to deflect 
discussion on the issue,” he further said.

Former President Goodluck Jonathan 
removed Sanusi Lamido Sanusi as CBN 
governor (now Emir Muhammadu Sa-
nusi II of Kano), citing the investigation 
of CBN financials by FRC.

“The last few days have witnessed a 
lot of emotion regarding the Financial 
Reporting Council of Nigeria (FRCN) 
where along with Tayo Phillips, we 
served on the Board representing the 
Institute. I have received several calls 
from some members in addition to some 
Christians who all wanted answers from 
me on what happened and also knew 
that I served on the Board of FRCN,” 
said Osuji.

“Please note that our Board was dis-
solved last year when the Federal Gov-
ernment dissolved all statutory boards. 
There was no official letter given to the 
members except the news on televisions 
and newspapers. No other Board for 
FRCN was reconstituted since ours was 
dissolved and the executive secretary 
operated without a Board for a year 
plus now.

“I will plead that after this explana-
tion, I should be allowed to exercise my 
right to keep quiet on the issue. In all 
these issues, I kept the Institute apprised 
on developments at FRCN. Please note 
that throughout my tenure in the Board, 
I kept the Institute apprised on develop-
ments at FRCN and I invariably became 
a thorn in the flesh of the EC/CEO.”

It was alleged that over N225 million 
was used by Obazee for printing of FRC 
registration certificates that will not be 
exhausted in the next 24 years (mean-
ing they will be used by next three chief 
executives of FRC each serving for eight 
years).

There is also allegation on a house 
which Obazee was alleged to have used 
Nigerian taxpayers’ money to buy in 
Houston, Texas, United States. An online 
report citing Harris County Appraisal 
District “Real Property Account Informa-
tion” said the property located at 15918 
Mission Village DR Houston Texas 77083 
sits on land area 7,875 SF.

Meanwhile, Obazee had last month 
accused some highly placed Nigerians of 
desperately seeking to remove him from 
office and assassinate him.

“Some highly placed persons have 
been desperately seeking for my re-
moval and assassination. I was almost 
assassinated in Abuja February this 
year,” he had said.

He made this shocking statement to 
the hearing of participants at the 2016 
annual corporate financial reporting 
summit in Lagos with the theme, “Na-
tional Code of Corporate Governance 
& New Audit Report (ISA 701): A Para-
digm Shift”.

IheanyI nwachukwu

company were also suspended.
Interestingly, the matter was chal-

lenged in court by the bank; and in 
December 2016, the FRC lifted the sus-
pension on the management of the bank.

One time in 2015, Obazee was in the 
news when he succeeded in cajoling 
the Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade 
and Investment into luring the National 
Salaries, Incomes and Wages Commission 
(NSIWC) at the presidency to approve 
a new salary structure for the FRC, not 
knowing that the nominal roll of FRC was 
distorted against the civil service rules.

Then, out of estimated sum of N306.68 
million the Wages Commission stipu-
lated to implement the new salary struc-
ture for then 63 FRC staff, only Obazee 
earned N28 million, approximately 10 

percent of the total sum.
The annual salary was aside from the 

N600,000 which FRC paid him as ‘inci-
dental’ allowance when he embarked on 
‘any’ local trip no matter the frequency 
and duration. This implied that if he trav-
elled five times locally in a week, FRC 
paid him N3 million as ‘incidental’ al-
lowance, excluding hotels and air tickets.

Again, the bad blood generated by his 
recklessness tore the FRC board apart. 

Following Obazee’s removal on 
Monday, Etofolam Felix Osuji, council 
member and ICAN representative on 
the board of FRC, said: “To play God is 
a dangerous matter. The staff of FRCN 
now have a burden removed from them.”

In a privileged document seen by 
BDSUNDAY, Osuji noted: “Despite 
having worked for several years in the 
organisation, at the instance of Jim, all 
the staff lost their positions and had to re-
apply and start afresh as new employees.

“From Directorate level staff to driv-
ers, they were so mesmerized that they 
cannot talk and nobody (Board members 
included) could intervene. It even af-
fected some firms (KPMG included).

“It is unfortunate that politicians find 



Akinwunmi Ambode, Lagos State Governor, (3rd l); Yinka Kazeem, sole administrator, Mushin Local 
Government, (2nd l) and Cyril Onyema, Treasurer, Ladipo Market, Mushin, (left) during the Governor’s 
inspection visit to Ladipo Market, Mushin, Lagos.

L-R: Lekan Ali, Secretary to Oyo State Government; Olufemi Vaughan, author of the book titled: “Re-
ligion and the Making of Nigeria”; Vice President Yemi Osinbajo; Bassey Ewa-Henshaw, chief host; 
Amb. Fola Olukoya; Prof. Wole Soyinka, and  Bishop  Mathew Hassan Kuhah, during the launch of a 
book title: “Religion and the Making of Nigeria” by Lekan ALI, in Abuja. NAN

3Sunday 15 January 2017 SUNDAYBD 

PhotoGallery
C002D5556

L-R: Tukur Bratai, chief of army staff; Abayomi Olonishakin, chief of defence staff, and Ibok Ete-Ibas, 
chief of naval staff, at the inauguration of the Army Headquarters extended Complex in Abuja.

Solomon Dalung, minister of youth and sports development (l), and Kanu Nwankwo, former captain 
of the Super Eagles, during the inauguration of Dakinda Penalty Game in Abuja. NAN

Ahmed Sajoh, Adamawa Commissioner of Information, addressing Journalists after a Special 
State Security Council Meeting held in Yola.

L-R: Haliru Allahnanan, assistant director, department, State Services; Damian Okoro, chairman, Nige-
ria Police special joint investigation panel on Rivers rerun election; Gov. Nyesom Wike of Rivers,and 
Ipalibo Harry-Banigo, Deputy Governor, during a courtesy call to the Governor by members of the 
panel in Port Harcourt.

L-R: Dubem Onyia, minister of foreign affairs; Adolphus Ude, a member of the Presidential Committee 
on Constitutional and Electoral Reform 2016; Oke Oji, Director of Research, National Boundary 
Commission; another member, Godwin Okoloagu, and Lolo Ngozi Nwankwo, women leader of APC 
in Enugu State, , during a reception for Ude at Awgu Community of Enugu State.

L-R:  Wilson Sule, enrolment clerk, Total Health Trust Limited; Funmilayo Akinwande, client service executive (Blue), 
Total Health Trust Limited; Uchenna Oruche, claims supervisor (Managed Care/NHIS), Total Health Trust Limited; 
Deborah Ogunduyile, provider management executive, Total Health Trust Limited; Rebecca Abaji, case management 
executive (Managed Care), Total Health Trust Limited; Adeola Majiyagbe, GM, stakeholder management and business 
development, Total Health Trust Limited; Nick Zaranyika, CEO, Total Health Trust Limited; Taiwo ‘Dayo Abatan, head 
human resources, Total Health Trust Limited; Gideon Anumba, team lead reconciliation, Total Health Trust Limited; 
Eyitayo Abejide, head case management (Blue), Total Health Trust Limited; Olufemi Afolabi, sales executive, Total 
Health Trust Limited, and Oluwatoyin Edochie, client service executive (Managed Care), Total Health Trust Limited 
during the 5-year long service awards presentation, at the Total Health Trust Limited’s end of year party held in Lagos.
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Tourism sector offers new 
streams of income

T
he year 2017 may likely 
be a very tough one for 
businesses in Nigeria as 
they navigate through 
foreign exchange scarcity, 

high interest rate on bank loans, ris-
ing inflation, a staggering exchange 
rate of $US482/NGN1, among other 
challenges, to either stay afloat or 
close shop.

The fact that the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange hardly witnessed Initial 
Public Offerings (IPOs) last year 
implied that many businesses in 
the pipeline were strangled before 
they came to fruition, a pointer to 
the negative impact of the persisting 
economic recession in the country.

However, recession is not all about 
negatives as there are several busi-
ness opportunities that do not nec-
essarily require huge investment or 
bank loans to set up. These oppor-
tunities, mainly in the tourism and 
hospitality sector, have low entry 
point or requirement and offer return 
on investment that is good enough 
to open another outlet within a year 
or two with prudence in financial 
management.

Craft and souvenir merchandis-
ing

With an investment of between 
N500,000 and N2 million you can 
make N250,000 to N1 million profit 
selling branded T-shirts, caps, hats, 
towels and even drinks at major fes-
tivals, events and religious gatherings 
across the country. All you need do is 
to know when the festivals are hold-
ing and get your branded items to the 
venue few days before the festival; 
your first patrons will do the market-
ing for you with ‘word of mouth’.

Atim Usong, a Lagos-based visual 
artist, made close to N3 million from 
selling branded items at the recently 
concluded Carnival Calabar. He was 
earlier at the Akwa Ibom Christmas 
Carol with branded T-shirts and hats, 
which many indigenes of the state 
bought in support of the project.

“I developed this as a second stream 
of income, but the returns grew big-
ger at the end of every outing, espe-
cially the carnival,” says Usong, who 
is back to his Yaba, Lagos studio to 
continue his painting.

In the same vein, when Ademola 
Olajide joined The Synagogue Church 
of All Nations in the Ikotun area of 
Lagos five years ago, he went for spiri-
tual help. Today, he is fine and makes 
a living from selling branded church 
merchandise from The Synagogue, 
Winners Chapel and Redeemed 
Christian Church of God.

“During retreats, conventions, 
Holy Ghost Service and all major 
church events, I employ casual work-
ers whom I pay N7,000 per day to sell 
the branded souvenirs to the faithful 
and visitors,” Olajide says.

“Depending on the length of the 
event, I make an average of N800,000 
at the end because people seem to buy 
as long as the image of the presiding 
general overseer is on the souvenirs.”

Explaining the business format, 
Olajide says you need the theme of 
the convention two weeks ahead, 
which you then send to your graphic 
designers to develop, and from there 
you send the design alongside the 
souvenirs to the printers.

Tour operation/guide
You can as well earn extra income 

by becoming a self-appointed tour 
operator/guide using social media 
as your marketing platform. All you 
need do is have a social media account 
– Facebook, Twitter or Instagram – 
then post pictures of places you have 
visited with details of the cost, acces-
sibility, how you enjoyed the place, 
what to enjoy and the extras people 
can enjoy over there.

You can flag off a weekend promo 
on social media for a 30-visitor on-
slaught at a resort, and when you get 
half of that number, the resort will 
readily accept your business proposal 
because number is involved and you 
will get you percentage. Imagine 15 of 
your online clients paying N50,000 
each for a weekend stay, that amounts 
to N750,000 and depending on the 
percentage you agreed on, you will 
have something to go home with.

That is how Social Prefect and Next 
Door Tour started and today both are 
full-fledged tour companies with over 
10 staff each.

“It is all about interest. It may not be 
yielding as much money as you expect 
initially, but with steady growth, it 
will blossom into huge investment in 
the nearest future as long as you do 
not relent in your effort at reaching 

more clients online and offline,” says 
Pelu Awefeso, CEO, Next Door Tour.

But if you do not have any form of 
investment, you can improve your 
knowledge of cities and attractions 
around you and earn money by tak-
ing visitors on guided tours across the 
attractions. You can be as busy as a 
banker and still take people on tours 
at your spare time.

But an untapped goldmine is the 
hospitality industry, which offers 
the lowest hanging fruit from fran-
chise, hotel management, supplies, 
trainings, sales representative, event 
management, among others oppor-
tunities.

Hotel booking
With just nothing, you can ap-

proach an international branded 
hotel or even a local hotel for a deal to 
sell their unsold rooms at a percent-
age. The intrigue is that the hotel 
has nothing to lose because all the 
transactions go through their system, 
and an unsold room is a loss for the 
day. The hotel may not believe you 
initially, but with persistence and 
evidence, you can grow to sell all 
the hotel rooms and make enormous 
profit. That is how most hotel book-
ing engines started – Booking.com, 
tripadvisor, hotel.com, among others.

That was also how a former coun-
try manager of Jumia Travels (for-
merly Javago) started HotelOga 
before resigning to manage his own 
outfit whilst in Lagos, though a for-
eigner. Today, HotelOga has over 20 
hotel clients.

According to Marek Zymslowski, 
CEO, HotelOga, while a lot of people 
focus on big opportunities, smaller 
opportunities abound in Nigeria and 
they have more chances of survival 
than big ones when business owners 

are disciplined, focused and deter-
mined to succeed.

For him, it is first the idea, passion 
and partnership to raise capital for 
expansion, and not necessarily lack 
of capital, which many blame for 
not stepping out to actualize their 
business ideas and the entrepreneur 
in them.

Hospitality training
Again, with over 15 international 

hotel brands delivering over 70 
hotels across the country coupled 
with thousands of unbranded and 
unregulated local hotels and over 
10,000 hotel rooms across the coun-
try, the hospitality industry lacks 
skilled manpower. The lack opens 
opportunity for investments in hos-
pitality schools. There are just two 
notable private hospitality schools in 
Nigeria, while the National Institute 
of Hospitality and Tourism (NIHO-
TOUR) is moribund. So, establishing a 
reputable hospitality school will not 
only improve on the needed skills, but 
also make the initiators always smil-
ing to the bank going by the number 
of hotels that will need their services.

Though such ideas require a little 
investment, one can start by part-
nering hotels, seasoned hospitality 
experts, and faculties of some higher 
institutions to flag off the medium 
range training while working to-
wards a full-fledged training school 
in the nearest future.

With between N1 million and N3 
million, one can acquire equipment 
for bar-tending or catering service 
training. You can also get a post-
graduate certificate course at Utali 
College in Kenya, the acclaimed fore-
most hospitality school in Africa, and 

Continues on  page 5
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afterwards flag off hos-
pitality training with 
hotels within your area.

Supply services
But if you are not 

interested in training, 
hospitality offers op-
portunity for supplies 
of the regular service 
needs. You will be sur-
prised at how much 
you will make by sup-
plying toilet tissue to 
just one hotel every 
month. In this reces-
sion era, such oppor-
tunities will shore up 
your income, though 
many are looking for 
them now.

Toilet tissue, soap, 
toothpick, branded salt, 
sugar, tea bags and even 
table cloth are items one 
can easily get fund to 
supply to hotels without 
necessarily obtaining 
loan from a bank. All 
you need is your idea, 
be firm on convincing 
the hotel procurement 
manager on a better 

price, prompt delivery 
and quality. If approved, 
you can get first supplies 
on guaranteed credit 
while subsequent ones 
will flow without guar-
antor.

Between N150,000 
and N3 million can 
flag off the deal, while 
profit hovers around 
N200,000 to N800,000 
per supply depending 
on the quantity.  

Wine dealership/
sole representative

But if you have the 
means, you can travel 
to Cape Town in South 
Africa  or  to  other 
wine countries such as 
France, Spain and Chile 
to broker a dealership 
or sole representative 
deal with wine mak-
ers there. If successful, 
you will be supplying 
their products such as 
red and white wines, 
champagnes and spirits 
to hotels and bars in 
your country.

In the long run, such 
business will employ 

over 200 people in 
both direct and indirect 
services, especially as 
distributors across the 
country.

Hotel franchise
The big one, however, 

is hotel franchise. In 

2014, owners of differ-
ent categories of hotel 
franchise earned over 
N8 billion without nec-
essarily owning a hotel 
in any city in Nigeria. 
All you need do is buy 
a particular franchise 

from the parent com-
pany of your choice 
hotel and later sell to 
prospective hotel own-
ers. The good thing is 
that franchise can be 
on while the hotel has 
not taken off, but the 

franchise owner earns 
his money.

While the likes of 
Sheraton, Hilton, Le 
Meridien and Marriot 
are big brands with big 
franchise fees and re-
quirements, you can 
look for smaller hotel 
franchise for medium 
range cities like Ado 
Ekiti, Abakaliki, Ughe-
li, Gboko, among oth-
ers, which goes from 
$10,000 every year. As 
the brands keep ex-
panding across cities, 
you earn your fees in 
millions without sweat-
ing it out. Of course, 
franchise for medium 
range hotel brands 
such as Golden Tulip 
Essential, Double Tree 
by Hilton, Westin and 
Aloft by Starwood, Best 
Western and Protea are 
easy to come by because 
of the target market.

Yes, you can earn ad-
ditional income as no 
job is guaranteed now 
in the country, not even 
Mr. President’s job.

Continued from page 4
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Unilag alumni group, Lagos State chapter, 
commends  Ambode’s development strides

T
he Univer-
sity of Lagos 
Alumni as-
s o c i a t i o n , 
Lagos State 

chapter, has commend-
ed what it called the 
development strides of 
the administration of 
Governor Akinwunmi 
Ambode of Lagos State, 
adding that it also iden-
tified with its numer-
ous achievements.

In a statement signed 
by Lukumon Adeoti, its 
chairman, an academic 
staff of the University 
and an Associate Pro-
fessor in the Depart-
ment of Geosciences, 
the alumni pointed out 
how the various devel-
opmental projects of 
the governor have ben-
efitted indigenes and 
residents of the state.

Adeoti said the as-
sociation and Univer-
sity of Lagos are proud 
to have produced the 
number one citizen of 
the state and with the 
visionary leadership 
the governor has dem-
onstrated in the areas of 
education, agriculture, 
wealth and job creation, 

security and infrastruc-
tural development.

According to him, 
“It has been once again 
proven that University 
of Lagos is indeed and 
in truth a university 
of first choice and the 
nation’s pride, a school 
that has produced and 
is breeding men and 
women of character 
and achievements.

“The governor is a 
true Akokite and has 
demonstrated that the 
knowledge he gained 
from his Alma Mater 
benefits and guides him 
as he is taking Lagos 
State to the Promised 
Land of development. 
It is instructive to note 
that the massive infra-
structural development 
of Akinwumni Am-
bode, particularly his 
Light up Lagos Project, 
reconstruction of new 
and dilapidated roads 
has eased traffic and 
movement of people. 
In the agricultural sec-
tor, the governor has 
not paid lip service but 
has ensured that Lagos 
state is one of the rice 
producing states in Ni-

lay solid foundation for 
human development. 
The state civil service 
has been restructured 
to be efficient and to 
offer quality services to 
the public.”

He, however, ap-
pealed to the governor 
to participate in the 
chapter’s programme 
in line with the axi-
om “charity begins at 
home.”

He said Lagos state 
c h a p t e r  o f  U n i l a g 
Alumni shares the gov-
ernor’s vision in the 
areas of education and 
youth development 
which has prompted 
the association to es-
tablish a scholarship 
trust fund for indigent 
students. He appealed 
to all members of the 
Alumni resident in La-
gos to identify with 
Lagos State chapter of 
Unilag Alumni and her 
projects and also attend 
the one week activities 
being organised by the 
association, slated to 
hold between 31st Jan-
uary and 5th February 
2017 at the University 
of Lagos main campus.

ensured there is food 
on the tables of indigent 
citizens resident in La-
gos state.

“In the area of secu-
rity, the governor has 
ensured that criminal 
elements in the state 
have been grossly de-
graded. Lagos now have 
an enabling environ-
ment were businesses 
thrive and were indi-
viduals and properties 
are safe and secured.

“Amb o de did not 
leave our youths be-
hind but ensured our 
youths are engaged and 
gainfully employed 
through an establish-
ment of a N25 Billion 
Employment Trust 
Fund through which 
youths are trained to 
acquire skills, and fi-
nancially assisted to 
become entrepreneurs 
and employers of la-
bour in order to curb 
the chronic unemploy-
ment that has ravaged 
our youths.”

Adeoti further said: 
“The governor has also 
provide d improve d 
health services and free 
primary education to 

...Identifies with governor’s achievements

Governor Akinwunmi Ambode

geria. Lagos state’s Lake 
Rice has eased the bur-
den of purchasing rise 

and other food items at 
soaring and exorbitant 
prices. Lake rice has 
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Lawmaker kick-starts all-round-year 
road rehabilitation project in Aba

S
olomon Adae-
lu, lawmaker 
r e p r e s e n t -
ing Obingwa, 
Osisioma Ngwa 

and Ugwunagbo Fed-
eral Constituency in 
the House of Represen-
tatives, has flagged off 
an all-year-round rural 
road grading and reha-
bilitation project as part 
of his constituency de-
velopment programme.

Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu, who performed 
the flag-off ceremony 
at Ngwa High School, 
Osisioma, Aba,  de-
scribed it as a paradigm 
shift from short-term 
empowerment project 
to a more durable, long-
lasting programme.

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e 
road grading project, 
the lawmaker has also 
evolved a programme 
that would empower 
20 youths from each of 
the three LGAs, through 
mentorship in various 
skills.

He has also set up 
quiz competition among 

primary and secondary 
schools in the constitu-
ency, where the overall 
best students would be 
awarded scholarships 
to tertiary education 
level.

To ensure the success 
of the all-year-round 
road grading project, the 

lawmaker dedicated his 
four years allowances 
to the procurement of 
three pay-loaders, three 
graders, three tractors, 
and three compactors. 
Each of these sets of 
equipment, he said, 
should be released to 
each of the three lo-

cal government areas 
of Obingwa, Osisioma 
Ngwa and Ugwunagbo.

A committee was 
also set up to manage 
the operations of the 
equipment and to maxi-
mize their usage at no 
cost to the communities.

Governor Okezie, 

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba 

Travelex courtesy visit
L-R: Chief G.U. Evulukwu, vice chairman, Travelex Nigeria; Anthony Wagerman, CEO, Travelex Group; Vice President Yemi Osinbajo; Anthony Enwereji, 
general manager, Travelex Nigeria; Sudhesh Giriyan, CEO of Express Money and Mark Smith, director, Emerging Markets, Travelex, during a courtesy 
visit to the Vice President by Travelex Group CEO to Nigeria, recently.

who also comes from 
the area, promised to 
donate N3 million for 
the fuelling of the equip-
ment, just as Enyinnaya 
Abaribe, the senator 
representing Abia South 
Senatorial zone, also do-
nated N500,000 month-
ly for the same purpose.

Akamkpa LG issues 
ultimatum to 
former officials 
to return govt 
property

T
h e  i n t e r i m 
management 
of Akamkpa 
Local Govern-

ment Council in Cross 
River State has asked 
all former political of-
fice holders and civil 
servants who served 
under the immediate 
past administration in 
the area to return any 
official property still in 
their possession.

A statement signed 
by the head of the 
council, Bassey Effiom, 
and made available to 
BDSUNDAY specifically 
asked those who are 
still in possession of the 
council’s official vehicle 
registration number 
plates to return such to 
the Director of Works, 
Akamkpa Local Gov-
ernment Council.

The statement gave 
January 17, 2017 as the 
final day of grace after 
which “any former of-
ficial who fails to com-
ply with this  directives 
will have himself or 
herself to blame as rel-
evant security agencies 
have been mandated to 
recover such vehicles 
registration number 
plates and the offender 
prosecuted”.

It will be recalled that 
the three-year tenure 
of the last elected chair-
men of councils and 
councillors in the state 
expired on December 15, 
2016. Following the in-
ability to conduct fresh 
elections, the state gov-
ernor, Ben Ayade, with 
the backing of the state 
legislature decided that 
a management commit-
tee led by the Head of 
Local Government Ad-
ministration (HOLGA) 
be put in place to take 
charge for six months 
within which the State 
Independent Electoral 
Commission is expected 
to conduct elections for 
substantive chairmen 
and councillors.

The interim local 
government council 
management commit-
tee led by the HOLGA 
is supported by other 
directors in the various 
councils in the state, 
including Director of 
Finance and General 
Services, Director of 
Works, among others.

Cross River State has 
18 local government 
areas.

MIKE ABANG, Calabar
…as Gov Ikpeazu, Abaribe donate funds to fuel construction equipment

Diaspora Nigerians urged to ignore 
negative stories about Africa

N
igerians in 
the diaspora 
have b e en 
called upon 

to always visit their fa-
therland, regardless of 
the ugly pictures being 
painted about Africa by 
the foreign/local media 
organizations.

King Larry Ogbon-
naya Agwu, the tradi-
tional ruler of Ajatani-
gu Autonomous Com-
munity in Ikwuano Lo-
cal Government Area 
of Abia State, made the 
call in his palace re-
cently while confer-
ring chieftaincy titles 
on some eminent sons 
of the land.

He noted that the 
call had become neces-
sary since Africa as a 
continent was gener-

ally seen and portrayed 
by the Western world 
as an entity charac-
terized with animism, 
tribalism, primitive-
ness, cannibalism, un-
derdevelopment, and 
where incivility was 
the order of the day.

He observed that 
home movies and social 
media were equally not 
helping matters in the 
sense that they had to a 
large extent succeeded 
in deterring children of 
African origin born in 
foreign lands from vis-
iting their fatherland.

In an effort to correct 
this erroneous belief 
and to encourage Igbo 
sons abroad to come 
back home and relate 
with their people, ir-
respective of ugly pic-
tures/notions about 
Africa, Agwu bestowed 
the chieftaincy title of 

Enyi Oha l of Ajatanigu 
on a 23-year-old gradu-
ate of Medicine, Noel 
Ndubuisi Ogbonnaya, 
who visited Nigeria for 
the very first time.

While giving chief-
taincy titles to three 
personalities for being 
good ambassadors of 
the community, the 
royal father praised 
Noel Ogbonnaya for his 
decision to visit home.

He explained that 
Ogbonnaya, who was 
born and brought up 
in America, was hon-
oured for instantly fall-
ing in love with Africa’s 
rich culture despite vis-
iting the country for 
the first time.

The traditional ruler 
advised movie produc-
ers in Africa, especially 
Nigerians, to always 
paint a good picture of 
the people before the 

Western world. 
Agwu, who is also 

chairman of Ob oro 
Council of Traditional 
Rulers, decried a situa-
tion where some mov-
ies portrayed Africans 
as killers and ritualists, 
thereby scaring away 
tourists and investors.

“Some of the films 
they show foreigners, 
including the investors 
that are supposed to 
come and help invest in 
this virgin land, Nige-
ria, the most populated 
African country, are 
not real,” he said.

He also expressed 
worry that the West-
ern world was only in-
terested in introducing 
some inimical cultural 
practices to Africans, 
especially those ones 
that dealt on same sex.

He commended the 
three chieftaincy re-

cipients, urging them 
to remain good am-
bassadors of Ajatanigu 
Kingdom and Igboland 
as whole.

One of the chieftain-
cy recipients, James 
Obadiah Uchegbuo, 
president-general of 
Ahuwa Oboro com-
munity, was honoured 
for creating academic 
chances for his people 
to pursue higher educa-
tion at Michael Okpara 
University of Agricul-
ture, Umudike.

In a chat with news-
men after being hon-
oured as the Uzu l of 
Ajatanigu Kingdom, 
Uchegbuo expressed 
surpris e as well  as 
happiness at the royal 
father’s decision to be-
stow the title on him 
and promised not to toy 
with the confidence 
reposed on him.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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KOICA solicits financial support 
from FG, ITF, TETFUND

T
he Nigeria-Korea 
Friendship Insti-
tute of Vocation-
al and Advanced 

Technology, Lokoja, Kogi 
State has solicited the 
financial support of the 
Federal Government, 
the Industrial Training 
Fund (ITF), and the Ter-
tiary Education Trust 
Fund (TETFUND) to help 
it in achieving the objec-
tives for which it was 
set up.

KOICA was estab-
lished as a centre for 
skills acquisition in order 
to equip young people 
with skills for indepen-
dence and self-reliance 
as a way of fighting pov-
erty in families and the 
society.

This call was made by 
Okewu Arome Gabriel, 
the principal of the in-
stitute, shortly after the 
institute’s recent excur-
sion to Geregu Power 
Plant in Ajaokuta.

“We need financial 
attention as well as a 
vehicle for our day-to-
day needs. We hired a 
vehicle from the Sports 

Council for this excur-
sion. Ordinarily we are 
supposed to go with our 
own vehicle; it is embar-
rassing for an institution 
like this to hire a vehicle. 
No utility vehicle, no of-
ficial car, nothing. It is a 
serious problem we are 
facing,” Gabriel said.

“So I am urging His Ex-
cellency to please come 
to our aid by providing 
a vehicle for the institu-
tion so that by the next 
outing we will be proud 
to go with our own bus,” 
he said.

Apart from the Fed-
eral Government, the 
principal said the institu-
tion also needs financial 
attention and assistance 
from TETFUND and ITF.

“By next year we 
are thinking of going to 
phase two of the insti-
tute. That is woodwork, 
shoemaking and tailor-
ing, and we equally seek 
assistance in so many 
areas,” he said.

Gabriel said his in-
spiration for taking the 
students out of the class-
room for an excursion 

was for them to acquire 
practical experience of 
what they have been 
taught in the lecture 
hall, and the first point 
of contact was Geregu 
Power Plant.

He said since the in-
stitution is a vocation-
al centre where people 
ac quire knowle dge 
and skill to become 
self-reliant and inde-
pendent, responsible 
to themselves, their 
families and commu-
nities, and not relying 
on their parents or 
government or white 
collar jobs, it was right 
and desirable for them 
to go out and see the 
practical  asp e ct  of 
what they were being 
taught in school.

He advised the stu-
dents to be up and doing, 
take their courses

s e r i o u s l y,  s i n c e 
knowledge acquired in 
lecture halls added to 
the one acquired from 
the companies would 
go a long way in help-
ing them to better their 
lives.

At Uniuyo economic roundtable, experts outline 
workable policies, solutions for Nigerian economy

 

E
conomists and 
financial ex-
perts drawn 
from the Uni-
versity of Uyo, 

Akwa-Ibom State, and 
Jackson State University 
in the United States of 
America have taken a 
critical look at the Ni-
gerian economy and 
outlined policies and 
measures that would 
take the country out of 
the current economic 
recession.

Drawn from the De-
partments of Business 
Administration of both 
universities, the panel-
lists at a one-day round-
table economic confer-
ence focused their anal-
yses on the strengths 
and weaknesses of the 
past and present eco-
nomic policies in the 
country.

Leo Ukpong, a profes-
sor of Business Adminis-
tration and dean, Faculty 
of Business Administra-
tion of the University 
of Uyo, who moderated 
the round-table, said the 
conference provided 
an opportunity for the 
panellists “to review and 
make recommendations 
to fill the gaps in the 

Nigerian economic poli-
cies”.

In a communiqué is-
sued at the end of the 
conference and made 
available to BDSUNDAY, 
the conference recom-
mended that “fiscal poli-
cies should be designed 
with short-term and 
long-term goals to allow 
for performance moni-
toring and adjustments”.

Noting that Nigeria’s 
energy and environmen-

tal policies were neither 
designed nor articulated 
to address the country’s 
dire energy and envi-
ronmental challenges, 
it suggested that subse-
quent policies should 
be friendly and cost-
effective, adding that 
“sustainable economy 
should guide and drive 
Nigerian energy and 
environmental policies”.

It also suggested that 
the country’s economic 

policies should be guided 
by Nigerian interests.

On the country’s 
monetary policy, the 
panellists who included 
Edet Akpakpan, a pro-
fessor of Economics, and 
Ntiedo Umoren, a profes-
sor of Decision Sciences, 
both of the University 
of Uyo, said it should be 
designed to achieve the 
three major (domestic) 
objectives. These objec-
tives, according to them, 

Panellists at the roundtable. L-R: Edet Akpakpan, professor of Economics, University of Uyo; Dal Didia, professor of Economics and Finance, Jackson 
State University, USA; Leo Ukpong, professor of Business Administration and dean, Faculty of Business Administration, Uniuyo; Okechukwu Ayanmele, 
professor of Economics and Finance, Jackson State University, and Ntiedo Umoren, professor of Decision Sciences, Uniuyo.

include “minimisation 
of inflation, promotion 
of sustainable economic 
growth, and stabilisation 
of the country’s foreign 
exchange rate”.

While suggesting a 
single foreign exchange 
market as opposed to 
the current two-tier 
system, the conference 
said exchange rate poli-
cies should be such that 
it should “minimise 
domestic inflation, en-

courage exportation of 
domestic goods and ser-
vices and attract foreign 
direct investment into 
the Nigeria”.

“Because the Nigerian 
economy was agricultur-
al-based, policies were 
designed to promote ex-
port of raw materials to 
colonial master’s nation 
for processing into fin-
ished and consumable 
products,” the confer-
ence observed.

The conference ex-
pressed appreciation 
to Enefiok Essien, vice 
chancellor, University 
of Uyo; the Department 
of Business Adminis-
tration, University of 
Uyo, and the panelists, 
who also included Oke-
chukwu Ayanmele and 
Dal Didia, both profes-
sors of Economics and 
Finance at Jackson State 
University, USA, and Es-
sien Akpanuko, senior 
lecturer, Department of 
Accounting, University 
of Uyo.

It also lauded the Ford 
Foundation, the major 
underwriter of the eco-
nomic round-table, and 
expressed the hope that 
the conference would be 
held regularly.

The theme of the con-
ference was “The past, 
present and future of 
Nigerian economy”.

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Christians urged to shun frivolous 
lifestyles, greed for money

C
hristians in the 
country have 
b e e n  u r g e d 
to imbibe the 

sterling attributes of 
Jesus Christ and shun 
frivolous lifestyles and 
the greed for money.

The admonition was 
made recently during 
the first-ever Christian 
Inter-denominational 
Thanksgiving Service 
of Bells University of 
Technology, Ota, Ogun 
State.

In his New Year ad-
dress, the new vice-
chancellor of the uni-
versity, Prof Jeremiah 
Ojediran, expressed 
immense gratitude to 
God for witnessing the 
first edition of the ser-
vice, while praising the 
brains behind the con-
cept. He offered exhor-
tation to all the Chris-
tians in the university 
community to imbibe 
the sterling attributes 

of Christ and be their 
best in the new year, 
reiterating that under 
his administration, “it 
would no longer be 
business as usual”.

In his short exhorta-
tion, Venerable Nelson 
Adewole, Vicar of the 
Cathedral Church of St. 
James, District of Awo-
ri, Ota, quoting from 
the book of Hebrew 
13:5, enjoined Chris-
tians in the university 
and in the country to 
shun frivolous life-
styles and the greed 
for money, adding that 
these would inadver-
tently bring them to 
untold hardship and 
disgrace.

H e  a d m o n i s h e d 
them instead to relate 
with God in righteous-
ness, be diligent, shun 
idleness, and show love 
in their communities in 
order to receive God’s 
favour.

The thanksgiving 
service, which held 
at the spacious multi-
purpose hall of the uni-
versity, was led by the 
top management team, 
including the vice-chan-
cellor; his deputy, Prof 
Olusegun Areola; the 
registrar, Mrs. Oluway-
emisi Gbadebo; and the 
university librarian. In 
attendance were also 
distinguished members 
of staff and the students.

The event was kick-
started with a congre-
gational hymn, ‘Great 
is thy faithfulness’, led 
by Dr. Solomon Akin-
boro of the College of 
Natural and Applied 
Sciences (COLNAS), fol-
lowed by the VC’s New 
Year address.

The chorus of praise 
and the opening prayer 
were rendered by Mrs. 
Jumoke Okesipe and 
Engr. Olutola Fake-
hinde, respectively.

...as BELLSTECH holds first interdenominational service
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Bassey Andah lecture 
holds January 21

T
he Bassey An-
dah Foundation 
annual lecture 
is set to hold the 

18th edition memorial 
lecture on January 21, 
2017. The venue of the 
event is the Transcorp 
Hotels, Calabar, Cross 
River State.

Ac c ording to the 
organizers, this year’s 
annual lecture with 
the theme ‘The Nige-
rian environment: A 
Threatened Heritage’ is 
designed to address the 
Nigerian environment 
that is continuously and 
uniquely threatened by 
poor regulations, laws 
and practices as well as 
lost traditional values.

“With unique chal-
lenges arising from de-
forestation, desertifica-
tion, diverse forms of 
erosion, industrial and 
domestic pollution, the 
Nigerian environment is 
rapidly being pushed to 
a tipping point,” they say.

The organisers note 
that eminent scholars 
and personalities have 
been lined up as keynote 
speakers for this year’s 

event. They include 
Lawrence Ikechukwu 
Ezemonye, a professor 
of Ecotoxicology and 
Environmental Foren-
sics, who is the deputy 
vice-chancellor (Ad-
ministration) Univer-
sity of Benin and presi-
dent of Nigerian Envi-
ronmental Society, as 
well as Arch. Nnimmo 
Bassey, director, Health 
of Mother Earth Foun-
dation (HOMEF) and 
coordinator, Oilwatch 
International. 

The event will be 
chaired by Prof Oladele 
Osibanjo, executive di-
rector, Basel Conven-
tion Coordinating Cen-
tre for Training and 
Technology Transfer 
for the African Region. 

The statement fur-
ther notes that The 
Bassey Andah Foun-
dation is driven by 
passion, wisdom and 
knowledge inspired by 
Professor Bassey An-
dah, who in his lifetime 
was a thorough-bred 
scholar and teacher and 
an astute university 
administrator.

Ekiti ‘special committee’ to investigate 
involvement of teachers in partisan politics

E
kiti State govern-
ment has set up 
a five-man spe-
cial committee 

to look into the alleged 
involvement of some 
public school teachers in 
partisan politics.

Inaugurating the 
committee in Ado Ekiti, 
the state Commissioner 
for Education, Science 
and Technology, Jide 
Egunjobi, said civil ser-
vants and teachers in the 
state had been warned 
severally against en-
gaging in partisan poli-
tics, stressing that recal-
citrant public officers 
would be flushed out so 
as to achieve an accept-
able level of neutral-
ity and efficiency in the 
public service.

He urged teachers in 
the state to be profes-
sional and focus on how 
to sustain the standard 
attained in both NECO 
and WAEC examina-
tions last year.

A s s u r i n g  t h a t 
t h e  s t at e  g o ve r n -
ment would always 
make the welfare of 
its workforce a prior-
ity, Egunjobi urged all 
stakeholders to support 
government’s efforts at 
improving the lot of the 
people, emphasizing 
that dedication to duty 
and loyalty should be 
their watchword.

T h e  c o m m i t t e e , 
which was given sev-
en days to submit its 
report, has reputable 
serving and retired bu-
reaucrats and teachers, 
including Deji Odutola 
as chairman. Other 
members are Akin Olo-

wojebutu, Eunice Olad-
imeji, Samuel Daramola 
and Adebayo Babalola.

In another develop-
ment, the Ekiti State 
government has an-
nounced the passing 
away of its headmas-
ter-general, Eyiyemi 
Talabi.

Egunjobi, who led 
a delegation compris-
ing the leadership of 
the Nigerian Union 
of Teachers (NUT) and 
the Association of Pri-
mary Scho ol Head-
teachers of Nigeria 
(AOPSHON), eulogized 
the deceased, describ-
ing her as a dedicated 
and loyal teacher wor-
thy of emulation.

Assuring that gov-
ernment would ac-
tively participate in the 
burial rites of the late 
headmaster-general in 
recognition of her con-

tribution to primary 
education in the state, 
Egunjobi prayed God 
to give the family the 
fortitude to bear the 
irreparable loss, adding 
that they should take 
solace in the fact that 
she lived a worthy life.

The late Talabi was 
appointed headmaster-
general in 2015 by Gov-
ernor Ayo Fayose when 
she was also presented 
with a brand new Kia 
Soul car for her “out-
standing contributions 
to the development of 
education in the state”. 
She also received many 
other awards at both 
the state and national 
levels, including the 
“Outstanding Teachers 
Award” by the Federal 
Government in 2009 
and another award 
from the state govern-
ment the same year.

F
ederal Govern-
ment’s damage 
control over 
the c ontro-
versial Finan-

cial Reporting Council 
code that prompted 
the retirement of the 
General Overseer of 
the Redeemed Christian 
Church of God (RCCG), 
Pastor Enoch Adejare 
Adeboye, from leading 
the church in Nigeria 
has put to question the 
country’s claim of secu-
larism, according to Cos-
mas Ilechukwu, General 
Overseer, Charismatic 
Renewal Ministries 
Worldwide.

Speaking to BDSUN-
DAY on the controversy 
generated by the act, Il-
echukwu said the dam-
age had already been 
done and the shock-
waves that Adeboye’s 
exit unleashed in the 
society would linger for 
a long while.

“The government’s 
damage control is not 
far-reaching enough. 
Christians in Nigeria 
need to be reassured 
that they are free to 
practice the faith and 

have their leadership 
without undue inter-
vention from govern-
ment,” he said.

“The entire content 
of that law that seeks 
to regulate the church 
should be jettisoned 
completely. Then and 
only then will the gov-
ernment be taken seri-
ously,” he added.

According to the cler-
gyman, the law is a de-
liberate incitement to 
confusion and anarchy 
insofar as it infringes 
on the freedom of the 
church and her God-
chosen leaders.

“How can a govern-
ment determine the 
tenure of office of a per-
son it did not appoint? 
More so, when such an 
officer of the church is 
by divine appointment 
and calling? The law is 
designed to hamstrung 
the church and render 
it irrelevant. It should 
be abrogated in its en-
tirety,” he said.  

Recall that in Oc-
tober last year, the 
Obazee-led FRC had 
released the Nation-
al Code of Corporate 
Governance, claiming 
the action was in line 
with Section 50 of the 

Financial Reporting 
Council of Nigeria Act, 
2011, “which among 
other things requires 
the Directorate of Cor-
porate Governance to 
develop the principles 
and practices of Cor-
p orate Governanc e 
applicable in Nigeria”.

Specifically, the Not-
For-Profit Organisations 
(NFPO) Governance 
Code 2016 provides that 
the Founder or Leader 
of a NFPO should not 
take on too many re-
sponsibilities in the or-
ganisation or have an 
indefinite term in the 

FG’s damage control over FRC 
Act not enough – Cleric

Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, Rivers State governor, inspecting a drainage construction at Ogbunabali, Port Harcourt.       Pic by Ignatius Chukwu

running of the organ-
isation.

Where, for any rea-
son, a Founder or Leader 
of NFPO also occupies 
any of the three gov-
ernance positions of 
Chairmanship of the 
Board of Trustees, the 
Governing Board or 

Council, and the Head-
ship of the Executive 
Management (or their 
governance equiva-
lents), section 9.2.1 of the 
Code states that such a 
Founder or Leader shall 
cease to occupy these 
three governance posi-
tions simultaneously.

SEYI JOHN SALAU

…as state govt condoles with family of Talabi, late headmaster-general
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Aregbesola commits to continued 
cooperation with security agenciesO

sun State 
governor, 
Rauf Areg-
besola, has 
reiterated 

the commitment of his 
government to further 
cooperate with the po-
lice and other security 
agencies in the interest 
of peace and security in 
the state.

He said a modern life 
can only be guaranteed 
and sustained by an or-
ganised security institu-
tion, adding that without 
security, development 
would not be possible. 

Aregbesola stated this 
while playing host to the 
new Assistant Inspector 
General of Police, Zone 
11 in charge of Osun, 
Ondo and Oyo who paid 
him a courtesy visit at 
the Government House 
in Osogbo.

He described the po-
lice as a unique arm of 
security because they 
are part of the people in 
the community who are 
only separated by their 
uniform.

“The police are unique 
because they are seen as 
part of the people they 
protect, they live in a 
friendly manner among 
the people, they are only 
separated by the uni-
forms they wear in the 
course of doing their 

job, which is to ensure 
the security of lives and 
property,” Aregbesola 
said.

“Despite the fact that 
there is still a lot of room 
for improvement, the 
police force has shown 
so much efficiency in the 
discharge of their du-
ties. The Nigerian police 
have to a great extent 
helped to reduce tension 
to the barest minimum 
even in the face of the 
economic recession hit-
ting the country,” he 
said.

He commended mem-
bers of the state com-
mand of the Nigeria 
Police Force for their 
efforts in keeping the 
state secured since the 
inception of the present 
administration. 

“In our state, we have 
been having a wonder-
ful experience of a police 
force that has been quite 
efficient and effective in 

the job of building a safe 
and secured environ-
ment. All the officers 
of the force that have 
worked in the state of 
Osun have been men of 
great integrity and have 
been very cooperative,” 
he said.

He assured that his 

administration would 
continue to support the 
police because they are 
partners in the process 
of ensuring that Osun 
remains the safest state 
in the country.

“We will do our best 
to continue to assist 
the police in our state 

Akinremi Feyisipo

…receives new AiG Zone 11

Gbagada Jasmine Lions Club 
fights hunger in ilaje

I
n the spirit of the 
season and as part 
of the ‘Relieving the 
Hunger’ campaign, 

the Gbagada Jasmine 
Lions International has 
distributed food items 
to 100 families in Ilaje 
community located in 
Bariga, Lagos.

The club achieved 
this feat in December 
2016 in line with its 
philosophy of fighting 
hunger in the commu-
nities and raising an 

ing place during the 
months of December 
and January focusing 
on defeating hunger 
and malnutrition in 
the world.

About 795 million 
people in the world do 
not have enough food 
to lead a healthy active 
life. The majority of the 
world’s hungry people 
live in developing coun-
tries, where 12.9 percent 
of the population is un-
dernourished, accord-
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because we know that 
we are partners in the 
move to keep our state 
secured. It is only after 
guaranteed secure envi-
ronment that any form 
of development can take 
place,” he said.

Earlier in his remarks, 
the new AIG, Paul Oka-

for, said the Command 
in Osun and the zone 
would continue to en-
sure the security of 
the state, adding that a 
peaceful Osun would 
translate to a peaceful 
Zone 11 because the state 
of Osun is the headquar-
ters of the zone.

awareness of this global 
problem.

This gesture is line 
w i t h  t h e  i d e a l s  o f 
members of the Lions 
Club who believe that 
“community is what 
we make it”. ‘Reliev-
ing the Hunger’ is a 
global campaign tak-

ing to the World Food 
Programme.

“Organising this proj-
ect gives us a chance to 
help families in our com-
munity who don’t have 
enough to eat or can’t 
afford to buy nutritious 
food,” said Joyce Akpata,  
Lions Club’s president. 
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ists both at home and abroad, 
were still calling her to ask for 
information. She later gave 
me the telephone number 
of Mr. Aniamaka Andrew as 
the new spokesperson for the 
Delta State Police Command,” 
said the correspondent.

“But one begins to wonder 
who is not doing his or her job 
at the Force Headquarters. If 
they were serious, someone 
would have dete cte d the 
abnormality and somebody 
would have been consequent-
ly fired,” he said.

But Donald Awunah, Force 
public relations officer, Abuja, 
defended the obsoleteness of 
the police website when he 
was contacted for comment, 
saying that “work is ongoing” 
and that “it is step by step”.

When told that names of 
some people who were no 
longer occupying the claimed 
position were still being dis-
played to the public for a min-
imum of six months, thereby 
misleading the public, he said, 
“Thanks for the observation. 
We will do something about 
it. The appropriate team is 
working on it. Very soon, all 
the relevant information will 
be available on the site. God 
bless you by brother.”

Other FG agencies involved
A check by BDSUNDAY 

shows that the Police Force 
is not the only federal agency 
displaying either false or 
obsolete information on its 
website, as there have been 
cases where online users had 
had to call a phone number 
on an agency’s website only 
to get a response from private 
citizens.

The Federal Road Safety 
Corps (FRSC) is another agen-
cy in this category. A promi-
nent number on the FRSC 
Google directional page is a 
mobile number belonging to 
Adewale Oladipupo Yusuf, a 
Lagos-based auto dealer.

When he was contacted, 
he told BDSUNDAY that it 
still amazes him how a mobile 
number he has used for years 
found its way into the website 
of the FRSC. More agonizing 
for him, he said, was that 
journalists and other inquir-
ers frequently called him for 
official information not in his 
possession.

“I am not an official of the 
FRSC and no member of my 
family is working there. I 
receive calls every now and 
then from people asking for 
one information or the other 
concerning the operation of 

I
n this technology age 
when many global agen-
cies, both in public and 
private sector, update 
their websites by the 

second as events unfold, the 
official website of the Nige-
rian Police Force still displays 
names of officers who vacated 
positions long ago as current 
occupiers.

For instance, while Celes-
tina Amadi has since left the 
position of Delta State Police 
Command spokesperson over 
five months ago, her name 
and contacts are still on dis-
play on the police website 
as current occupier as at the 
time of this report.

Similarly, Bassey Hogan, 
who has since been rede-
ployed to Rivers State but 
recently mandated by the 
police authority to report to 
Akwa Ibom State, is still be-
ing portrayed as Cross Rivers 
State Police Command spokes-
person.

Some of the officers who 
did not know that they were 
being interrogated to ascer-
tain when they vacated their 
position were relaxed in their 
conversation with our cor-
respondent, while those who 
thought it was a phone call 
to ask some journalistic ques-
tions protested by shouting, 
“But I am no longer there 
now!”

A police spokesperson in a 
northern state whose name 
and c ontacts are written 
against a state in the south-
west, told BDSUNDAY that 
he had reported the anomaly 
several times to Force Head-
quarters Abuja, complaining 
that Nigerians, particularly 
reporters seeking informa-
tion, continue to bombard his 
mobile line asking for official 
statement.

“I have complained sever-
ally to them in Abuja to do 
something about this sus-
taine d embarrassment as 
journalists like you, including 
other professional Nigeri-
ans both those at home and 
abroad, seeking information 
continually call my phone 
line asking for crime infor-
mation. I have been removed 
from there over a year now 
but the people in charge of 
the site won’t just remove my 
contacts from the website. 
This is not good for police 
image,” said the spokesperson, 

who did not want his name in 
print for fear of victimization 
by the authority.

A correspondent of a Ni-
gerian daily newspaper told 
BDSUNDAY that some time 
last year, few weeks after 
Margaret Emiefiele, wife of 

the Central Bank governor, 
was abducted near Agbor in 
Delta State, he had called Ce-
lestina Amadi, since she was 
still speaking for Delta Police 
at the time the abduction took 
place, but she was angered 
by the call because she was 

no longer the occupier of the 
position.  

“After she quarrelled with 
me on the phone, she later 
calmed down to listen to me. 
She said she has since left the 
position but was surprised Ni-
gerians, particularly journal-

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

...JAMB, FRSC, others indicted too

...FEC must hear this – Lai Mohamed

Fela
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the FRSC, but I have been 
graciously explaining to them 
that I am not an official of 
FRSC because I don’t know 
why my number is on that 
website,” said Yusuf.

“It is not the fault of people 
calling me for information. 
If I knew how to remove my 
number from the site I would 
have done so since to save my-
self of the embarrassment,” 
he said.

Surprisingly, the only num-
ber on the FRSC main page is 
for SMS messaging, though 
there are two emergency lines 
purportedly dedicated to ac-
cident victims. Consequently, 
Nigerians who wish to call for 
either journalistic or general 
information are left to seek 
alternatives. 

Then, it was a telephone 
conversation drama when 
the number on the Google di-
rectional page of the Nigerian 
Custom Service (NCS) web-
site was dialled and a voice 
who simply gave his name 
as Captain Tunji answered at 
the other end and played to a 
false question put to him.

Our correspondent had 
asked the receiver to confirm 
the news making the rounds 

responded that the number 
was incorrect when it was 
dialled multiple times.

The academic sector is not 
left out either in the running 
of either obsolete website 
or displaying numbers that 
never go through, as the Joint 
Admissions and Matricula-
tion Board (JAMB) displayed 
three mobile telephone num-
bers on its website that are 
constantly unavailable.

Multiple calls to the three 
phone numbers on JAMB of-
ficial website proved positive 
to the complaints of some 
students who had had one 

The Nigerian Immigra-
tion Services (NIS), however, 
proved to be ahead of other 
federal agencies captured in 
this report, as the information 
on its main website was up 
to date and the Google direc-
tional page number proved to 
be reliable. A responder, who 
pleaded anonymity because 
he is not authorized to speak 
to the press, explained cur-
rent happenings at the NIS, 
which were confirmed to be 
true.

The Nigerian Police was, 
however, the only agency 
with the contact details of 

its public affairs department 
on its website despite the 
obsoleteness of most of them, 
while others have only emer-
gency numbers allowing only 
text messages.

The media has a role to play
Babatunde Oluajo, public 

policy manager, Integrity 
Nigeria, lamented in an inter-
view with BDSUNDAY that 
despite the enactment of the 
Freedom of Information Act 
(FOI), government agencies 
continued to run as though 
their primary assignment 
was to keep information away 
from the public and to protect 
the interest of a few leaders.

According to him, part of 
the problem was that govern-
ment officials thought they 
existed to satisfy certain peo-
ple and to get salary at the end 
of every month, and upheld 
that integrity would demand 
that government agencies do 
all it takes to update fresh 
information on their sites as 
events unfold. 

“You can’t find useful pub-
lic information on websites 
run by government agencies; 
it is either numbers there are 
not numbers of real people or 
no current information. There 
is no effort to put out fresh 
information.     

“Nigerians must not give 
up in their pursuit for a so-
ciety where things are done 
normally. The media truly 
have a major role to play in 
pleading with officials to see 
reason why they should serve 
everybody, not just a few.

“Most of the officials of our 
public institutions still have 
this culture of seeing these in-
stitutions as belonging to few 
people who are their bosses. 
For us to progress as a nation 
we must abandon that mind-

set. They must know that 
they have a duty to provide 
information to all Nigerians 
in this internet age,” he said.

Incompetency is the reason
But Victor Ekwealor, web-

site administrator, Techpoint, 
an Nigerian online platform, 
said updating a site is not 
rocket science as government 
agencies are making it appear, 
stressing that the job is what 
even a layman can do once 
taught.

“It is gross incompetence 
for outdated information to 
be found in any website; even 
more unacceptable is for such 
a site to be government’s,” he 
said.

“The problem lies with the 
content manager but unfortu-
nately, some of these agencies 
have no content maintenance 
department, which is not 
expensive to run. For contact 
details of someone who had 
long vacated a position to still 
be on a site as present occu-
pier shows incompetency of 
those managing the site; there 
is no other explanation for it,” 
he told BDSUNDAY.

He explained that the rea-
son why mobile numbers of 
private citizens are found 
on government-controlled 
websites, as is the case with 
FRSC, could be due to a tele-
com operator policy where 
inactive lines are assigned to 
new subscribers after three 
months of remaining inac-
tive.

“But, even at that it can 
still be traced to gross incom-
petency; because you are 
expected to know as an online 
content manager what is go-
ing on with the movement of 
officials whose personal con-
tacts are displayed on the site. 
It is a serious indictment for 
users to call a number found 
on government’s website and 
a private citizen who is not 
a staff is responding. This is 
a simple thing that does not 
take time to fix,” he said.

Lai Mohamed, minister 
of Information, Culture and 
Tourism, told BDSUNDAY in 
a brief telephone chat that he 
would table the embarrass-
ing situation before the next 
Federal Executive Council for 
decisive action against any 
federal agency that retains 
useless information on its 
website.

“I am going to ask every-
body to regularly update their 
websites. Don’t worry. I will 
raise this issue at the next FEC 
meeting. It is a very serious 
matter,” he said.

“But we have been better 
in terms of releasing infor-
mation. If you download our 
App, which is FGN informa-
tion App, you can get real time 
information on any ministry. 
Anything going on in govern-
ment today is posted three 
times daily there,” he said.
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that the NCS seized some 
banned items in Lokoja the 
day the interview was made, 
and he answered that items 
were indeed seized but got 
angry when he was asked to 
name the items as though he 
suspected that he was being 
interrogated and ended the 
conversation abruptly.

But intriguingly, the num-
ber was registered as Ladoke 
Akintola University, accord-
ing to a mobile application 
known as Truecaller.

Although the same appli-
cation also revealed that the 
only number available on the 

official website of the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC) was registered 
as Civil Defence Abuja, the 
telecom operator, however, 

thing or the other to do with 
the tertiary education admis-
sion body. 

N i g e r i a n  I m m i g rat i o n 
ahead



Global economy loses $1trn annually to tobacco abuse

B
r o w n  t e e t h , 
charred lips, pale-
s k i n n e d  w i t h 
flesh that looked 
too small for his 

f ra m e ,  S o d i q  G b a d a m o s i 
paints the picture of help-
lessness.

“I started smoking when 
I was 16 and I will be 46 this 
year,” says Gbadamosi, a com-
mercial bus operator based 
in Lagos.

“ I  b e c a m e  a d d i c t e d  t o 
smoking right after second-
ary school,” he says, lighting a 
stick from his second pack of 
the day. The sun has just be-
gun to set atop a feverish sky.

“And even then, I knew 
those who started much ear-
lier,” he says.

In Nigeria, thousands got 
introduced to smoking in 
their teenage years,  with 
several reports stating that 
many took their first stick of 
cigarette before leaving for 
the university.

Gbadamosi says he was 
introduced to smoking when 
he joined the commercial bus 
op erators in Lagos where 
smoking and drinking are not 
only a lifestyle choice, but 
seem like tools of the trade.

“It was a social thing, tak-
ing a break with a friend and 
having a smoke was cool. I 
continued smoking, and then 
in my mid-20s, life got rough,” 
he says.

“In a period of six months, 
my parents died and I self-
medicated with alcohol and 
habitual smoking. I smoked 
in the morning before break-
fast, after meals, and when 
I felt stressed after a hard 
day’s job,” he adds.

Gbadamosi tried to give 
up smoking for a few months 
when he came down with 
intense coughing fits that 
produced dark sputum. Doc-
tors advised him to stop but 
like millions addicted to to-
bac c o,  many cannot help 
themselves.

Like Gbadamosi, millions 
of Nigerians are addicted to 
tobacco, a trend the govern-
ment is waking up to its dev-
astating consequences.

A 2013 Nigerian Bureau 
of Statistics survey on global 
adult tobacco use indicated 
that 4.5 million adult Nigeri-
ans are tobacco addicts.

The World Health Organ-
isation says globally, there 

are 1.1 billion tobacco smok-
ers aged 15 or older, with 
around 80 p erc ent living 
in low- and middle-income 
countries.  Approximately 
226 million smokers live in 
poverty.

In December 2016, Kemi 
Adeosun, finance minister, 
in a circular to the Nigeria 
Customs Service (NCS), hiked 
import duty on tobacco from 
20 percent to 60 percent. 
Some say it is not enough.

Environmental Rights Ac-
tion/Friends of the Earth 
Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) wants 
the Fe deral  Government 
to imme diately imp os e a 
minimum of 150 p erc ent 
special levies on all tobacco 
products, with the objectives 
to raise revenue, reduce the 
consumption of the product 
and so lessen its health im-
pacts on the society.

Doyin Odubanjo, a public 
health expert, urges the gov-
ernment to look into other 
ways of imp osing sp e cial 
levies and higher duties on 
all tobacco products.

“It is commendable that 
the government is listing 
tobacco among luxury goods 
des erv ing higher  duties . 
These measures will reduce 
c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  t o b a c c o 
products,” he says.

He also enjoins the gov-
ernment to take action to 
curb increased capacity in lo-
cal cigarette manufacturing.

Against this backdrop, a 
new report released by the 
WHO and the National Can-
cer Institute of the United 
States of America puts loss of 
productivity and healthcare 
cost arising from abusing to-
bacco at $1 trillion annually.

Citing figures published 
by The Economics of Tobacco 
and Tobacco Control, the re-
port also says that around 6 
million people die annually 
as a result of tobacco use, 
with most living in develop-
ing countries.

It calls for the implemen-
tation of policies to control 
tobacco use, including to-
bacco tax and price increases 
which, it says, can generate 
significant government rev-
enues for health and develop-
ment work.

The report states that such 
measures can reduce tobac-
co use and protect people’s 
health from the world’s lead-
ing killers, such as cancers 
and heart disease.

“The economic impact of 
tobacco on countries, and 
the general public, is huge, 
as this new report shows,” 
says Oleg Chestnov, WHO’s 
assistant director-general for 
Non-communicable Diseases 
(NCDs) and mental health.

“The tobacco industry pro-
duces and markets products 
that kill millions of people 
prematurely, rob households 
of finances that could have 

been used for food and edu-
cation, and impose immense 
healthcare costs on families, 
communities and countries,” 
says Chestnov.

Douglas Bettcher, WHO 
D ire ctor  for  the Preven -
tion of NCDs, says the new 
report gives governments 
a powerful tool to combat 
tobacco industry claims that 
controls on tobacco products 
adversely impact economies.

“This report shows how 
lives can be saved and econo-
mies can prosper when gov-
ernments implement cost-
effective, proven measures, 
like significantly increasing 
taxes and prices on tobacco 
products, and banning tobac-
co marketing and smoking in 
public,” he adds.

Tobacco control is a key 
component of WHO’s global 
resp ons e to the epidemic 
of NCDs, primarily cardio-
vascular disease, cancers, 
chronic obstructed pulmo-
nary disease and diabetes.

N C D s  a c c o u n t  fo r  t h e 
deaths of around 16 million 
people prematurely (before 
their 70th birthdays) every 
year. WHO says reducing 
tobacco use plays a major role 
in global efforts to achieve 
the Sustainable Development 
Goal of reducing premature 
deaths from NCDs by one-
third by 2030.

Lanre Yusuf,  a me dical 
practitioner based in Lagos, 

tells BDSUNDAY that the 
nicotine content of cigarettes 
makes it difficult for addicts 
to quit.

Each year, quitting smok-
ing tops the resolution of a 
lot of people who smoke but 
before the first three months, 
studies show they fall back to 
the habit.

“There is  no safe level 
o f  e x p o s u r e  t o  t o b a c c o 
smoke. Even relatively small 
amounts damage your blood 
vessels and make your blood 
more likely to clot. It causes 
heart attacks, strokes, and 
even sudden deaths,” says 
Yusuf.

Yusuf als o  warns that 
smoking has serious conse-
quences for pregnant women. 
Pregnant women who smoke 
risk harming the developing 
brains of unborn babies and 
it could affect the memory 
and attention of the children 
when they grow up.

Exp erts say smoking is 
responsible for 30-45 per-
cent of deaths due to heart 
disease. Smoking is linked to 
most cancers. It is responsible 
for 85-90 percent of lung 
cancer cases, 70-80 percent 
of esophageal cancer cases, 
and half the cases of bladder 
cancer and larynx/pharynx 
cancer cases. It is also respon-
sible for about 30 percent of 
kidney, pancreatic, cervix, 
stomach, colon and rectum 
cancer cases.
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…as experts, again, highlight health hazards of smoking



Illegal aliens in US face uncertain 
fate as Trump assumes power Friday
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HOPE MOSES-ASHIKE & CHRIS AKOR

T
here is palpable ten-
sion and apprehen-
sion in the Nigerian 
diaspora community 
as US President-Elect 

Donald Trump prepares to take 
over on January 20. A comedy 
video making the rounds on 
social media shows a policeman 
stopping a black man in a car. 
On enquiry and learning that 
he was a Nigerian, the police-
man promptly arrested him and 
when the man asked to know 
what his offence was, the po-
liceman indignantly informed 
him that the President of the 
United States, Donald Trump, 
has ordered that all Nigerians 
should be deported back to their 
country. During the campaigns, 
the President-Elect gained no-
toriety by promising to deport 
some 11 million undocumented 
immigrants.

“If I become president, we 
will send them all home. We will 
build a wall at the Atlantic shore,” 
Trump was quoted as saying on the 
campaign trails.

He has also promised to ban 
people from Muslim or terrorist 
countries from entering the United 
States until the country can figure 
out what exactly is going on, but 
after being called out, he later 
modified his stand to extreme vet-
ting. Generally, he had threatened 
that Muslims will have to prove 
that they have absolutely no links 
whatsoever to terrorist or extrem-
ist movements before they can gain 
entry into the United States.

But his target isn’t those beyond 
the Atlantic or Muslim countries 
alone. He has been harsher on 
Mexico, which he accused of send-
ing its worst (criminals and rapist) 
to the United States. He promised 
to erect a 2,000 km border between 
Mexico and the United States. 
Promising that he would not only 
go ahead with the project, he will 
make the Mexicans pay for it by 
taxing the remittances that they 
wire to their families back home.

The illegal aliens include peo-
ple that came with valid visas 
but have overstayed their time 
and those that smuggled them-
selves into the country in one 
way or the other without any 
legal documents. Unfortunately, 
there are also people who were 
brought illegally into the US 
when they were just little chil-
dren and never had any legal 
status. All these different situa-
tions can be found in people of 
all nationalities including Ni-
gerians. The one thing they all 
have in common is that they live 
in the US without legal papers, 
for whatever reason.

But Nigerians in America 
with legal documentations have 
vowed to stay, saying they are 
not afraid of the deportation 
threats made by the president-
elect during his campaigns.

Their faith is built on the fact 
that the immigration policy of 
the US cannot be changed with-

out the approval of the Congress.
For Opeyemi Agbaje, a politi-

cal economy & strategy consul-
tant and columnist, “much of 
Trump’s anti-immigration rheto-
ric appears directed primary at 
South America and the Middle 
East and North Africa…”  But he 
contends that Nigerians will still 
be negatively affected by Trump. 
According to him, “Trump is 
likely to be more aggressive in 
his energy policy which may 
result in yet lower oil prices…”

But for Ambassador Oladapo 
Fafowora, the former Nigerian 
ambassador to the United Na-
tions, Trump’s emergence is good 
for Nigeria: “I think it is a lesson 
for Nigerians; people should stay 
here and make contributions in 
developing our country.”

Tr u m p  h a d  r e p e a t e d l y 
pledged to rid the country of 
al l  11  mil l ion unauthoris e d 
undocumented migrants living 
within its borders, the bulk of 
whom arrive d b efore 2004. 
Consequently, he has picked 
the Senate’s most enthusiastic 
anti-immigration supporter, Jeff 
Sessions, as his attorney general. 
Trump is targeting immigrants 
with criminal records, which he 
estimates to be between 2 to 3 
million. But the Migration Policy 

Institute, a think-tank, says it is 
closer to 820,000, according to 
The Economist.

Reacting to the development, 
Robert Ezeifedi, a hospitalist 
who resides in Albany New York 
State, said “Nigerians that live 
in the US illegally are very wor-
ried because of Mr Trump’s hard 
talks as regards illegal aliens. It 
has been a known fact that the 
US immigrations deport illegal 
aliens but with more emphasis 
on those that committed crimes 
while in the country. We are 
certain that Trump will continue 
the same habit. What no one 
knows is if he is going to enforce 
the deportation of illegal aliens 
who did not break any other 
laws more than his predecessors 
did. Many of these people are 
hoping that he will backpedal on 
the issue, but the uncertainty is 
very thick at this time.

I have heard that many illegal 
Nigerians would like to go home; 
the ones who think this way 
are mostly the well educated 
professionals among them. How-
ever, they are afraid of the harsh 
reality of the unemployment 
disaster in Nigeria at this time. 
It is therefore understandable 
that most of them would wait 
to see what happens in the US 

within the next one year or so 
before making their move. I also 
understand that many illegal 
aliens, not necessarily Nigerians, 
want to migrate to neighbouring 
Canada”.

Godwin Nnanna, who lives in 
the US, said, “Trump will be tak-
ing over in January, 2017.  Until 
then nobody can tell the extent 
to which he will go to implement 
some of his harsh immigration 
rhetoric.  His emergence has trig-
gered palpable fear in many illegal 
or undocumented immigrants, 
because of what he said during 
the campaigns a lot of such immi-
grants - Nigerians inclusive - live 
in fear.  For Nigerians who live 
and work in the US legally, many 
of whom are citizens, there is ab-
solutely nothing to fear”.

“In my valid opinion as an 
intellectual and political com-
mentator on current affairs, I 
can say nothing extraordinary 
will happen to immigrants in 
g e n e ra l  i n c l u d i n g  N i g e r i a n 
immigrants who are here le-
gitimately and legally,”  Tom 
Okure, CEO, Inter-Continental 
Management Systems, Inc., who 
has lived in the US for over 44 
years, told BDSUNDAY in Al-
bany, New York.

Speaking further, he said: 

“There are millions of illegal 
immigrants in the United States 
from all parts of the world, some 
of which are Nigerians. Many 
of  thes e  i l legal  immigrants 
have been living and working 
for decades without detection 
of the immigration authorities 
and I  do not anticipate any 
change in their circumstances 
unless they run into entangle-
ments with the law which can 
unfortunately happen in some 
circumstances.

“One can anticipate that the 
inc oming ad ministration of 
Donald Trump will more vigor-
ously enforce existing immigra-
tion laws, which may expose 
i l legal  Nigerian immigrants 
to the wrath of the law. Such 
intensified enforcement of the 
immigration laws will adversely 
affect all immigrant groups and 
it is likely that we will witness 
a higher percentage of depor-
tation of  i l legal  immigrants 
including more Nigerians than 
is currently the case.”

Bass ey Essien,  president , 
Association of Nigerians in the 
Capital District (ANCD), New 
York, said, “Nigerians are not 
planning to go back but they 
are scared of what Trump might 
do.  Thos e who do not  have 
permanent residence and have 
no prospect for getting it are 
very worried about what might 
happen.”

Speaking further, he said, 
“I do not think Trump will be 
able to depot anybody because 
there are steps government has 
to take before deporting people.

On his part, Edwin Kaliku, 
Ebge of Agbor Kingdom and 
Onu-ika representative in the 
US and Canada, said 90 percent 
of Nigerians in US were deter-
mined to remain in the country.

“In Albany, nob o dy is go-
ing home. I do not think what 
Trump is  saying is  going to 
materialise within a year or 
two because congress has to 
change the law and it  takes 
some time for congress to do 
that. Nigerians know how to 
equip themselves when the law 
changes,” he said.

Samuel Iroegbu, attorney and 
counsellor at law, Albany, New 
York, also said in an interview 
that “Before Trump takes any ac-
tion; he has to go to the Congress 
first. Whatever has to do with 
immigration, the Congress has 
to approve it. He cannot depot 
anyone, and cannot change the 
immigration policy until both 
the houses of Senate and Repre-
sentative pass it into law.

Thousands of Nigerians are 
known to overstay their visas 
and end up taking up menial 
jobs that are not officially docu-
mented for tax purposes; those 
are the illegal immigrants Don-
ald Trump wants deported. It ap-
pears that the era of deliberately 
overstaying over and above the 
stipulated duration on the visi-
tors’ visa until they are granted 
permanent residence is as good 
as gone.



NewsFeature 

A
s in other areas of life, 
technological disruptions 
– innovations that create 
a new market and value 
network, eventually dis-

placing established markets – are hap-
pening to marketing communications.

And savvy investors are going 
home with a pot of gold!

In the new rules, being written by 
technology, it won’t matter if you have 
a degree in communications or if you 
are certified as a marketing communi-
cations professional to play.

It won’t even matter if you operate 
from a slum or skyscraper, from the 
25th floor glass building on Victo-
ria Island, or from a corner store at 
Ojuelegba won’t make much differ-
ence. 

What will is talent, skill, the ability 
to tell a compelling story and deplore 
technology to channel creativity.

This is the core message of a lecture 
delivered by Yomi Badejo Okunsanya, 
group managing director, CMC Con-
nect and President of Africa Public 
Relations Association (APRA).

The lecture, with the theme “10 
Big things that will shape the future 
of public relations” organised by the 
Lagos State chapter of the Nigerian 
Institute of Public Relations, held at 
Westown Hotel, in Lagos on January 
12. 

Okusanya said that audiences are 
adapting to new technology and mar-
keting communications professionals 
risk being left behind if they refuse to 
change with the changing times.

He highlighted that these changes 
are being witnessed in the pattern 
of consumption, public and business 
relations, media habits and commu-
nication patterns.

“This is the age where Kim Kar-
dashian has become more popular 
than presidents, even your own pas-
tor,” he told the audience from a slide 
indicating that the famous pop culture 
icon, famous for being famous, has 
169million followers on social media.

Okusanya said public relations 
professionals would need to reinvent 
themselves as the future belongs to 
companies that are talented, fast, 
nimble, savvy and collaborative.

“It takes up about 60 seconds to 
manage crises, not 6 hours anymore 
and you need technology to be effec-
tive but if you cannot understand it, 
how can you deplore it?” he asked the 
audience in the packed hall.

Leveraging fresh opportunities 
Okusanya said that opportunities 

in marketing communications have 
been thrown open to anyone with 
talent and skill and the ability to tell 
a compelling story. 

Operating in silos, the speaker said 
would be a recipe for failure. The new 
business environment is for those 
who can collaborate and meet the 
client’s needs.

“The world does not deal with 
designations anymore,” Okusanya 
said, “it doesn’t matter that you are 
MD or Chief Executive, they don’t 
mean anything, what matters is your 
unique skill set and your ability to 

How technology will create fortunes 
in marketing communications  

market them.”
He said customers are looking for 

creative solutions and don’t care much 
if they get it from public relations 
practitioner, an advertiser or whatev-
er, they just want to have their needs 
met and will pay a premium for it.

As examples, he highlighted the 
exploits of Red Media Africa, a con-
sulting firm run by Chude Jideonwo 
and Adebola Williams who have 
been awarded big ticket accounts 
such as managing the image of Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari and the 
recently elected Ghanaian President 
Nana Akufo-Addo, but few asked 
what the company was created to do.

Marketing communications pro-
fessionals who want to remain rel-
evant in the new scheme of things 
will have to situate themselves where 
things are happening. 

He encouraged practitioners to 
be present at global conferences and 
watering holes of business and public 
officials

Opportunities he said exists by cul-
tivating relationships with influenc-
ers and culture icons such as movie 
stars, musicians and top government 
officials.

He enjoined professionals to tap 
into opportunities in corporate social 
responsibility, business intelligence 
and analysis, corporate governance 
and ethics and investor relations as 
they represent new frontiers of mar-
keting communications growth.

As print media consuming habits 
gradually moves online, he encour-
aged practitioners to follow the trend. 

“These days it has become difficult 
to differentiate between a PR prac-
titioner and a journalists, they are 
doing what we do, so why are you 
different? Unless we are able to dif-
ferentiate ourselves, we may become 
irrelevant,” he warned.

A major challenge of practitioners 
in the industry has been how to make 
billings reflect the quantum of work 
done. 

Most follow the Advert Value 
Equivalent (AVE) which essentially is 
a calculated based on the equivalent if 
it is published in a newspaper advert.

Okusanya called for a new para-
digm that will best measure and 
evaluate the value of a consulting 
assignment. 

He called on practitioners to exam-
ine models outside the country and 

enter their works for international 
awards to leverage the recognition 
those platforms affords.

No Nigerian PR firm has nominat-
ed in the Sabre Awards, the world’s 
biggest PR awards programme, dedi-
cated to benchmarking the best PR 
work from across the globe.

Okusanya said the key challenge 
was that Nigerian public relations 
firms do not prepare case studies of 
their work and do not carry out in-
depth research. Those that produce 
quality content do not even enrol 
them for such awards.

Future of marketing communica-
tions 

The future of public relations ac-
cording to Okusanya lies in firms 
who are able to specialise as the era 
of generalists is giving way. 

“I predict that we are going to see 
specialists public relations practi-
tioners: financial public relations 
experts, agricultural public relations 
experts, tourism public relations ex-
perts,” Okusanya said.

A consequence of this specialisa-
tion will be increased collaboration 
between different agencies and con-
sultants and this will lead to more 
creative briefs.

On commoditisation, Okusanya 
highlighted that going forward ser-
vices in the sector will be branded 
and different positioning created for 
different audiences.

“Pitches may not happen, you will 
have to in to a client and propose how 
your ideas can solve a particular need 
in spite of the fact they are already 
managed by a competitor,” Okusanya 
said.

On differentiation, the firebrand 
speaker told the audience that in a 
market where practitioners offer the 
same service, a bigger pie belongs to 
firms that are creatively functional.

He demonstrated through videos 
imbedded in the presentation show-
ing that the lines between public re-
lations and advertising have become 
increasingly blurry.

OlusegunMcmedal, Lagos Chapter 
Chairman told BusinessDay that the 
response on social media compelled 
the chapter executives to move the 
venue from their usual meeting place 
at Elomax Hotels, Maryland to a big-
ger space and the turn-out validated 
this pragmatic move. There was not 
even a standing room in the packed 
hall of Westown Hotel.

Mcmedal said the insights offered 
by YomiBadejoOkunsanya would be 
incorporated in their trainings and 
developments for members.

“We are currently updating our 
curriculum and standards and I have 
no doubt the insights offered by the 
speaker will be invaluable.”

Responding to questions from 
journalists, Okusanyasaid the next 
frontier of investments in public rela-
tions is Africa.

“If you ignore Africa, you only ig-
nore it at your own peril and I think in 
the fore-front of public relations, we 
must sell the agenda that you cannot 
afford to leave Africa behind.”

Savvy investors will make a pile of money in 2017 as technological disruptions change 
rules of marketing communications, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU 

SUNDAYBD 14  Sunday 15 January 2017C002D5556



I
n his bestseller titled ‘The 48 
Laws of Power’, American 
author Robert Green says, 
“Be wary of friends—they 
will betray you more quick-

ly, for they are easily aroused to 
envy. But hire a former enemy 
and he will be more loyal than 
a friend, because he has more to 
prove.”

Written in 1998, the above 
quote best depicts the current 
relationship between Nigerian 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
and Senate President Bukola 
Saraki.

Since the emergence of Saraki 
as Senate President at the June 9, 
2015 Senate leadership election, 
President Buhari did not hide 
his displeasure towards Saraki’s 
emergence against the wishes of 
the party - the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) - which preferred 
another candidate, Ahmed La-
wan.

While Buhari insisted that 
party supremacy must prevail, 
Saraki on the other hand main-
tained that the legislature is an 
independent arm of government 
capable of electing its own lead-
ers.

But with the Senate Presi-
dent’s trial at the Code of Conduct 
Tribunal (CCT) in 2015 over false 
assets declaration, not many 
observers had predicted that the 
former governor of Kwara State 
and the nation’s number three 
citizen would survive the plot to 
unseat him at all costs.

If the developments at the 
upper legislative chamber are 
anything to go by, Saraki appears 
to be dictating the pace in his rela-
tionship with the Presidency. The 
later had thought to pocket and 
intimidate him but discovered 
that Saraki is a hard nut to crack. 
A man who fought his father to 
a standstill can readily do so to 
anybody.

Consequently, the Federal 
Government not only dropped 
the forgery charges of the Sen-
ate Standing Orders against the 
Number Three Citizen, he has 
represented the President at 
some functions and visited the 
Presidential Villa more frequent-
ly. For instance, while he was at 
the Presidential Villa on Wednes-
day to meet with the President, 
he represented Buhari on Friday 
at the Jummah service held to 
commemorate the 2017 Armed 
Forces Remembrance Day.

In late 2016, the Senate re-
jected some executive requests 
including the $29.9 billion foreign 
loan, Ibrahim Magu appoint-
ment as substantive chairman, 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC). It also called 
on the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of the Federation, Babachir 
Lawal, to resign over corruption 

scandal; described the 2017 to 
2019 Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework (MTEF) and Fiscal 
Strategy Paper (FSP) as ‘empty’; 
rejected 46 non-career ambas-
sadorial nominees; and rejected 
five nominees on the Board of 
the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) and Nigeria 
Communications Commission 
(NCC), respectively.

The Senate Committee on 
Foreign Affairs received over 250 
petitions on the non-career am-
bassadorial nominees after gov-
ernors of the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) and party 
chieftains protested the inability 
of the Presidency to consult them 
before compiling the list.

Last week, the President ac-
ceded to the demands of the upper 
legislative chamber by sending a 
revised list to the Red Chamber.

Political commentators say 
with this development, the Presi-
dency is now seeking the favour 
of the Senate more than ever 
before, as it can’t achieve much 
without the cooperation and col-
laboration of the 8th Senate.

They cited the decision of the 
Presidency to soft-pedal on the 
grounds that the legislature is 
needed for the passage of the 2017 
budget as well as passage of the 11 
economic recovery bills meant to 
lift the country out of recession.

But other political pundits 

view the change of body language 
by the executive as a gimmick 
meant to ensure that all legislative 
instruments to get Nigeria out of 
the current economic recession 
are approved before the Federal 
Government would fast-track the 
corruption trial of the Senate 
President.

They hinge their argument on 
the sudden delay in Saraki’s trial 
after the CCT chairman Danladi 
Umar had initially indicated that 
the case would be dispensed with 
expeditiously.

Kenneth Ezeh, a political ana-
lyst who has been following the 
development shared his perspec-
tive on the matter. 

“When Saraki’s travail started 
in 2015, it was so turbulent for him 
and the Senate to the point that 
during the end of fasting prayer 
here in Abuja, he apparently 
ignored the Senate President. 
He didn’t look at his direction 
throughout the duration of the 
prayer.

“Thereafter it took the Presi-
dent several months before grant-
ing audience to Saraki.

“But things started changing 
in the middle of last year when 
the President extended a hand of 
fellowship to the Senate President 
and he started visiting the Villa 
very often. If you remember in 
November last year, within a 
week, Saraki was in the Villa for 

three or four times.
“As it is now,  the Senate Presi-

dent and President Buhari are 
on the same page as far as gov-
ernance at the national level is 
concerned,” he told BDSUNDAY.

Commenting on the issue, Ekiti 
State governor, Ayo Fayose hailed 
the National Assembly for stand-
ing firm against the policies of the 
All Progressives Congress (APC)-
led government in recent times, 
saying that “persistent rejection 
of President Buhari’s policies 
by a National Assembly that is 
controlled by his own party is an 
indirect way of passing vote of no 
confidence on the President and a 
call to action by the president and 
his men to take proper stock”.

The governor expressed hap-
piness that “even the National 
Assembly members are now 
standing up in defence of the ordi-
nary Nigerians, who are suffering 
as a result of bad policies of the 
Federal Government.

In a statement issued  by his 
Special Assistant on Public Com-
munications and New Media, Lere 
Olayinka, Governor Fayose said it 
was heart-warming that the Na-
tional Assembly helped Nigerians 
to prevent the planned data tariff 
increase, with the National Com-
munication Commission (NCC) 
suspending the new minimum 
pricing template for data services 
by mobile operators in deference 

Buhari/Saraki: Who holds the ace?

to the Senate resolution.
“In the last few months, the Na-

tional Assembly as an institution 
has come to the aid of the suffering 
masses of Nigeria by stopping the 
Federal Government bad policies.

“Some of such major interven-
tions were the stoppage of the 
planned data tariff increase, reso-
lution urging the Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS) to suspend the ban 
on the importation of vehicles 
through land borders, and opposi-
tion of the planned closure of the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe International 
Airport, Abuja, for the repairs of 
its runway and the diversion of 
flights to the Kaduna airport.

“Particularly, even though 
elementary economists should 
know that ban on the importation 
of vehicles through land borders 
would cause loss of several thou-
sands of jobs and further make 
vehicles unaffordable for ordinary 
Nigerians, the Federal Govern-
ment adopted the policy without 
minding its adverse effects on 
Nigerians,” the governor said.

Despite the fence-mending 
measures, Ezeh submitted that 
none of the two arms of govern-
ment can be an island of its own.

“The President needs the Sen-
ate President and by extension 
the National Assembly, just as the 
National Assembly needs the Ex-
ecutive headed by the President,” 
he said.

Politics

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja
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A
s the 8th Senate re-
sumed from its three-
week break last Tues-
day, attention has once 
again shifted to the 

legislative body.
Top on the agenda include pas-

sage of the 2017 to 2019 Medium 
Term Expenditure Framework 
(MTEF) and Fiscal Strategy Paper 
(FSP), consideration of the 2017 
budget, passage of 11 economic 
bills, screening of non-career am-
bassadorial nominees, amongst 
others.

In what was an unprecedented 
move in the history of the 8th Sen-
ate, the last quarter of 2016 saw 
the rejection of President Buhari’s 
$29.9 billion external loan request, 
description of the 2017 to 2019 
Medium Term Expenditure Frame-
work (MTEF) and Fiscal Strategy 
Paper (FSP) as ‘empty’, rejection of 
46 ambassadorial nominees, five 
nominees on the Governing Board 
of the Nigerian Communications 
Commission (NCC) and Niger Delta 
Development Commission (NDDC), 
respectively, as well as indictment 
of the Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation, Babachir Lawal, 
for corruption and a call for his 
resignation.

Perhaps the bitter bill was the 
upper legislative chamber’s rejec-
tion of Ibrahim Magu as substan-
tive chairman of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC), citing security report, 
which labelled him as corrupt.

As the Senate resumes sitting for 
the new year, BDSUNDAY brings 
you a list of federal lawmakers to 
watch out for in 2017.

Bukola Saraki
Call him a cat with nine lives and 

you won’t be wrong. Since his elec-
tion as chairman of the National 
Assembly and Senate President 
on June 9, 2015, Bukola Saraki has 
continued to make headlines, and 
2017 will be no exception. 

He is the first sitting Senate Pres-
ident in the history of the nation to 
undergo trial while retaining his 
seat. Although the Federal Govern-
ment had last year withdrawn the 
charges it levelled against Saraki, 
his deputy Ike Ekweremadu and 
two management staff of the Na-
tional Assembly relating to the 
alleged forgery of the Senate Stand-
ing Orders 2015, the Senate Presi-
dent’s trial at the Code of Conduct 
Tribunal (CCT) over alleged false 
declaration of assets was billed to 
resume on Wednesday, January 11, 
24 hours after the Senate resumed 

Senators to watch in 2017
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

Saraki

Ndume

Ekweremadu

Aliyu

Abiodun

Abaribe

Politics

respondents shortly after he met 
President Muhammadu Buhari at 
the Presidential Villa, the Borno-
born senator explained that the 
upper legislative chamber neither 
indicted David Babachir Lawal 
nor rejected the nomination of 
Ibrahim Magu as the chairman of 
EFCC. He explained that the Senate 
only demanded some clarifications 
from President Buhari on Magu fol-
lowing a report received from the 
Department of State Services (DSS).

The drama around Ndume is 
already unfolding early in the new 
year as the Senate resumed plenary 

on Tuesday. Ndume, the Senate 
Leader, was removed from his posi-
tion and was replaced by Senator 
Ahmed Lawan (Yobe North). The 
change in leadership was said to 
have been concluded and sealed 
at a meeting of All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Senate Caucus held 
in Abuja on Monday.

Ndume, however, claimed not 
to be aware of his sack. He was 
removed when he left the cham-
ber to pray. His replacement was 
contained in a letter addressed to 
Senate President by the APC Senate 
caucus. The letter, which was read 

on the floor of the Senate by Saraki, 
took many senators by surprise 
and there was pin-drop silence in 
the chamber as Saraki read the 
two-paragraph letter. The last is yet 
to be heard on this matter.

Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi
Chairman, Senate Committee 

on Media and Public Affairs, Aliyu 
Sabi Abdullahi, will play the role of 
Squealer, the propaganda machine 
in George Orwell’s Animal Farm, 
as he will be used to defend Sen-
ate’s decisions and attack perceived 
enemies of the legislative body this 
year.

Obviously, this will pitch him 
against some of his colleagues, as 
was the case with Ndume late last 
year where he insisted that he re-
mained the official spokesperson of 
the Red Chamber. 

Biodun Olujimi
Biodun Olujimi, a former deputy 

governor of Ekiti State, is currently 
the Deputy Minority Whip of the 
Senate. The women rights advocate 
exhibited a tenacity of purpose 
with her anti-discriminatory bill 
against women, otherwise known 
as Gender Equality Bill, which was 
later thrown out by the Senate in 
March last year at second read-
ing but later scaled the same stage 
when it was re-presented.

The bill advocates that widows 
have custody of their children, 
except if it is contrary to their 
welfare. It also calls for widows to 
be allowed to inherit a fair share 
of their husbands’ property, live in 
their matrimonial home and also 
remarry any man of their choice.

However, in what could be an 
indication of what to expect this 
year, proponents and opponents 
of the bill clashed at an aborted 
public hearing late last year when 
the committee failed to sit due to 
lack of quorum.

Olujimi’s bill is set to face a ma-
jor test upon resumption after the 
Sultan of Sokoto, Muhammadu 
Abubakar, called on the Senate not 
to consider the bill because of its 
religious implications. According 
to him, the bill is unacceptable to 
Muslims because it is against Is-
lamic teachings.

Melaye/Abaribe
Dino Melaye and Enyinnaya 

Abaribe represent the best of both 
worlds on the APC and PDP divide, 
respectively. While some senators 
have become benchwarmers, both 
ranking lawmakers are never shy 
to express their views in the hal-
lowed chamber.

Abaribe it was who first raised a 
Point of Order on the missing 2016 
budget, while Melaye’s motion on 
the management of the Treasury 
Single Account (TSA) led to Senate’s 
call on CBN to stop payments to 
SystemSpecs, the firm contracted 
to manage the TSA.

from Christmas break.
Some political commentators say 

Saraki could use the 2017 budget, 
President Buhari’s $29.9 billion 
external loan request and screen-
ing of non-career ambassadorial 
nominees as bargaining chip for the 
corruption charges to be dropped.

The fact that the Presidential 
Villa has become his second home 

in recent times is a clear indica-
tion that high level politicking is at 
work. There are also speculations 
that he is nursing presidential 
ambition in 2019 and may use the 
Ali Modu-Sheriff faction of the 
People’s Democratic Party to actu-
alise his ambition.

Whichever way it goes, Saraki 
will be one of the major talking 

points in the Senate this year.
Ike Ekweremadu
The biggest wish of President Buhari’s 

kitchen cabinet is to oust Deputy Senate 
President Ike Ekweremadu from the 
position. The reason is not far-fetched. 
As a People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
senator, most supporters of the ruling 
All Progressives Congress (APC) see him 
as taking advantage of what rightfully 

ate President Saraki. In late 2016, signs 
of crack at the upper legislative chamber 
surfaced immediately after the ‘rejec-
tion’ of Ibrahim Magu as substantive 
chairman, Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), and the 
call for the sack of the Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation (SGF), 
Babachir David Lawal, over corruption 
charges.

But in a chat with State House Cor-

belongs to them.
The lawyer enjoys the support of 

all 45 PDP lawmakers, majority of 
the 62 APC legislators 
and Labour Party’s 
one senator.

Just like Saraki, 
the forgery charg-
es against him have 
b e en dropp e d.  As 
c h a i r m a n ,  S e n at e 
Committe e on Re-
view of the 1999 Con-
stitution, he is set to 
make headlines this 
year, as his panel is 
expected to submit 
its report in the first 
quarter of 2017.

S o m e  r e c o m -
mendations of the 
committee include 
amendment of sec-
tions 256, 299, 300, 
301 and 302 of the 
Constitution to cre-
ate the office of an 
ele cte d Mayor for 
the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT), with 
powers to administer 
the area as if it were 
a state of the federa-
tion by exercising all 
functions presently 
administered by the 
Minister of the FCT; 
provision for national 
savings of 50 percent 
of oil revenues above 
the benchmark for a 
particular year and 10 
percent of any non-
oil revenue paid into 
the Federation Ac-
count; amendment 
of Sections 82 and 
122 of the Constitu-
tion to reduce the pe-
riod within which the 
president or a gov-
ernor may authorize 
the withdrawal of 
monies from the Con-
s olidate d Revenue 
Fund in the absence 
of an appropriation 
act from six to three 
months, among oth-
ers.

Ali Ndume
The major conflict 

to watch out for this 
year is that between 
Ali Ndume and Sen-
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T
hose who predicted that 
the 2015 elections in Riv-
ers State would never 
come to an end any time 
in the near future, no 
matter how many re-

runs or tribunal verdicts, may not be 
wrong after all. This is because while 
most Nigerians have since put the 
2015 elections behind them and have 
gone ahead to face acts of governance 
and development, Rivers State is still 
bogged down with elections and their 
violent outcomes without end.

Even though many Nigerians think 
the December 10, 2016 rerun elections 
had put paid to the Rivers issue, they 
may not know that the troubles are 
yet to the end. This is because both 
parties have accused the police and 
army of killing or maiming and also 
blamed them for where they lost. The 
APC won one senatorial seat while 
the PDP swept the rest two, yet each 
party is charging for war, rejecting the 
results where they lost.

The highpoint though is the point-
ed accusation by the PDP that two 
particular police officers violated 
their oaths of office to help the APC, 
while the APC in turn pointedly ac-
cused some police men in the escort 
of the governor (PDP) of violating fire-
arms and electoral laws while on duty.

More so, both parties have accused 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) of doing one evil 
or the other against their party. It 
looked like each party procured its 
own agents within the police and 
INEC to do its bidding.

Gov Nyesom Wike (PDP) has cease-
lessly accused the commander of 
SARS of working fully for APC es-
pecially within Ogoni areas, and an 
Assistant Commissioner of Police 
of doing things in favour of APC. 
He levelled allegations against and 
wrote petitions; what he got is that 
six policemen in his entourage were 
dismissed for shooting at a collation 
centre in aid of the governor against 
all election rules. Wike is angry, say-
ing policemen who were accused by 
the PDP have been left untouched- 
though the police headquarters in 
Abuja claim they were still looking 
into those cases. Citizens however ask 
why the police did not look into all of 
the accusations at the same time and 
issue the verdicts at once.
INEC

Now, attention shifts to the INEC. 
The PDP says 21 INEC ad-hoc staff 
that took part in the legislative re-
run elections in the state and served 
in areas where candidates of the PDP 
won have been arrested and detained 
at the State Criminal Investigation 
Department, in Port Harcourt. The 
party claimed that those arrested 

were transferred to Abuja were they 
are allegedly being forced to confess 
receiving money from the Rivers State 
governor and the PDP candidates to 
wheel the election to their favour.

The party said its sources inside 
the police CID in Port Harcourt had 
hinted that more arrests would be 
made and those arrested would be 
transferred to Abuja and paraded dur-
ing a press conference. The PDP said 
the APC was behind all of that.

The statement said: “This latest 
development undoubtedly is a con-
firmation of the fact that the Police 
committee that arrived Rivers State 
on Wednesday, January 11, 2017, is 
on a mission of witch-hunt against 
the governor, the PDP leadership, and 
candidates of the party that emerged 
victorious in the December 10 re-run 
election in Rivers State.

“Although the Police authorities 
have actually made no pretence about 
their biased role in issues surround-
ing the exercise in the State, with the 
premature sack of six of their men 
attached to the Governor and their re-
fusal to question the conduct of Akin 
Fakorede (SARS Commander) during 

the election, but of much concern 
is what these activities portend for 
our democracy and the image of the 
Police and other security forces who 
swore oath of allegiance of neutrality 
and to defend, protect and respect 
the provisions of the constitution of 
Nigeria, and rights of all citizens, and 
who are maintained by tax payers’ 
money, not only those of the APC, but 
all Nigerians.”

The PDP said it would have expect-
ed the Police to be more professional, 
objective, apolitical, and uphold the 
tenets of the constitution and regu-
lations as contained in the Electoral 
Act, relating to the role of security 
agencies in an election. 

“Regrettably, the Police in the case 
of Rivers State have become a tool of 
witch-hunt by the federal govern-
ment and certain Rivers politicians of 
the APC,” it said, calling for resistance 
from Nigerians.

Reacting, the APC said despite their 
efforts and resolve to stay clear of the 
governor’s problems with the security 
agencies, that the PDP seemed deter-
mined to drag the party to its wars.

The APC said the PDP was simply 

crying wolf. 
“We do not see why the PDP should 

be too worried that ad-hoc staff of 
INEC or indeed anybody is invited by 
the Nigeria Police to assist it on any 
issue. How that becomes a source of 
worry for the PDP is baffling to us. 
Could it be a confirmation of our long-
held suspicion that PDP smuggled 
their members into the INEC ad-hoc 
staff list in order to do their bidding? 
Or could the investigation of the ad-
hoc staff possibly lead to the unravel-
ling of possible extent and dimensions 
of compromise of INEC officials by 
the governor and the PDP hence the 
apprehension and false alarm?” the 
party said. 

The APC said it was convinced that 
the camp of the PDP was presently 
thrown into confusion because the 
invited ad-hoc INEC staffs were likely 
to confess and also name those who 
compromised them over the December 
10 rerun election, saying that is the 
reason behind the panic mode of the 
state government.

“We wish to remind the governor 
and his party that a clear conscience 
fears no accusation, or could it be that 
INEC and their staff in Rivers State has 
become the election administrative arm 
of Rivers PDP? We call on the Nigeria 
Police and other security agencies not 
to be fazed by the governor’s antics and 
empty threats for those are his stock-
in-trade without which he may never 
function true to type,” it further said.

Not too long ago, it was the APC 
always crying against police, army 
and INEC and the PDP said then, that 
they were merely crying ‘wolf’.

PDP, APC at war again over INEC, police 
offenders in Rivers rerun elections

Wike and Peterside

IGNATIUS CHUKWU 

“Regrettably, the Police in the case 
of Rivers State have become a tool of 

witch-hunt by the federal government 
and certain Rivers politicians 

of the APC”
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this is not typical of this 
government alone, but truth 
is we are all doing our jobs. 
You are doing yours and we 
are doing ours.

thankfully, the dust of 
the day settled after the 
president’s media handlers 
were forced to release a 
statement that said in part: 
“Following an incident in-
volving the accidental gun 
discharge in the State house 
on Wednesday, the Presi-
dency wishes to reassure 
all nigerians and foreigners 
of the safety of the seat of 
power in the country.

“the security official in-
volved is not attached to 
the State house. rather, 
he came on invitation as a 
witness in an ongoing inves-
tigation and was required, 
as is the rule, to surrender 
his weapon at the gates 
before entry. it was in the 
process of conducting the 
normal safety precaution 
as professionally required 
that the pistol accidentally 
fired...both of them were 
attended to at the clinic and 
discharged.”

ok, let’s drop this.
on the lighter side of 

things, as i drove into the 
Presidential Villa on tues-
day, i caught sight of the 
gigantic nigerian flag that 
greets you when you drive 
in; only this time, it was 
dusty thanks to the harmat-
tan. and so i opened the 
discussion on the flag. the 
last time i wrote about it, i 
told you it was sourced from 
china because there are 
no machines in nigeria to 
produce them (seamlessly). 
i initially thought they had 
run out of stock but that was 
not the case.

“Don’t worry it will be 
changed,” i was told. i learnt 
it is ordered in a bundle of 
100 pieces at a time. Price 
went up from n33,000 a 
piece to n53,000.

Since we have kicked 
off the made-in-nigeria 
campaigns, i am looking 
forward to the day our tex-
tile industries will be fully 
revamped and when we get 
to the level where we can 
produce things like our own 
flags.  Wouldn’t you agree?

a security issue,” they said.
there is now a sad real-

ity here that any story out 
of the Press corps that isn’t 
seen as positive or embar-
rasses the authorities is 
targeted at bringing down 
President Muhammadu 
buhari’s government. they 
forget that it isn’t just about 
the president. in fact, if any-
thing, it is about the lapses 
that may cause him a bigger 
embarrassment if nothing is 
done to find a way of putting 
an end to this trend. it could 
happen to anyone and, god 
forbid, it may have been 
worse. it could have been a 
bullet in the back.

For many in the admin-
istration, especially here at 
the Villa, after almost two 
years into the new admin-
istration, they still have 
the notion that it is still a 
Jonathan against buhari 
thing. Sad.

ok, so it became an in-
house security issue after 
the story of the accidental 
discharge went public in 
spite of the intimidation 
to reporters here not to 
write about it. as journalists 
walked into the Villa the 
day after, security officers 
checked tags and read out 
the names. Something they 
don’t normally do. Some re-
porters were summoned by 
the chief Security officer. 
You know what? i may not 
be able to tell you the story 
of what went down that 
day. Perhaps someday in the 
future, but the message was 
passed loud and clear: “if 
you do not like this govern-
ment or the president, live 
with it or leave the country.”

in the current state of the 
country, we are all involved; 
it is my problem as much 
as it is yours, we are in this 
together. We all have a role 
to play, even the cleaner in 
aso rock has a role to play. 
let me face mine.

government officials 
need to understand that 
journalists are not an exten-
sion of public affairs units in 
ministries, departments and 
agencies. not everything 
a journalist writes about 
is against the government. 
We write for a greater good 
and while i totally agree 
that sometimes there are a 
lot of junk out there in the 
name of news and all, there 
is still great journalism be-
ing done here in nigeria by 
hardworking reporters not 
afraid to stake their safety 
for a good story.

i should clear too that 

We can all do our best 
for the country; do your 
job, I do mine

Tinubu, Akande, South-West govs, 
other APC leaders strategise in Ibadan

g
overnors and lead-
ers of the ruling 
all Progressives 
congress (aPc) in 
the Southwest con-

verged on ibadan, oyo State 
capital, on thursday to strat-
egize on ways to strengthen 
the unity and cohesion of the 
leaders and party members.

the closed-door meeting, 
which lasted for about five 
hours at the governor’s office, 
attracted virtually all elected 
and appointed leaders of the 
party from the zone, except the 
Deputy Speaker of the house 
of representatives, hon. Yusuf 
lasun, who was said to have 
travelled out of the country.

a former governor of 
ogun State, Segun osoba, 
who briefed the press after 
the meeting, said that the 
leaders met to chart a new 
path for the party’s growth 
and dominance at the zonal 

and national levels.
he told journalists that the 

leaders had closed ranks and 
had taken positions on burn-
ing national issues and gover-
nance, details of which he did 
not disclose.

“We met principally to dis-
cuss issues affecting Southwest 
in all ramifications and we 
have come out with a resolu-
tion to say that there is unity 
of purpose in the Southwest 
aPc; the leadership is one; we 
are all together on all issues,” 
osoba said.

“We examined all the issues 
concerning the governance of 
this country and what should 
be the role and influence that 
we should exercise as a group, 
in the interest and the prog-
ress of our country. We have 
examined the activities and 
achievements of the central 
government that we were all 
involved in putting in place 
and we have resolved on all the 
issues,” he said.

osoba informed that some 

b
eing a journalist 
sometimes has its 
own hazards. Yes. 
Journalism occupa-

tional hazards! at the aso 
rock Villa, there are some 
things we’re generally al-
lowed to write about and 
there are others they need 
us to turn a blind eye to. 
Even intimidate us, if we 
refuse to.

Unfortunately, some-
times even when your eyes 
look like they are going to 
be plucked out, you simply 
refuse to turn them aside 
and refuse to be cowed into 
turning it away from stories 
that need to be told. Why? 
ours is a noble profession 
that always seeks for the 
common good and better-
ment of society.

two Wednesdays ago, a 
woman was shot by a care-
less security operative at the 
reception of the Presidential 
Villa. it was an accident. or 
better still, an accidental 
discharge like we’ve come 
to know, but incidents like 
this have claimed hundreds 
of lives over the years.

the operative was asked 
to empty his weapon as guns 
aren’t allowed beyond a par-
ticular point and, unfortu-
nately, it went off. a staff 
from the catering depart-
ment who was at the clear-
ing point passing her stuff 
through the scanner was hit 
at the back and thighs. the 
operative also got a graze. 
they are both alive after 
receiving treatment at the 
State house clinic.

the wounded woman 
was rushed off to the clinic 
in her colleague’s car when 
there was an ambulance on 
ground. Perhaps their inju-
ries weren’t life-threatening 
but the follow-up would 
have made things better, 
right? anyway, nothing 
can make up for a wound 
to your thigh and a brush 
on your back because you 
would surely feel the pains.

it is quite unfortunate 
that this is the second inci-
dent of accidental discharge 
in aso rock in one year. the 
first was in February when 
a delegation, including the 
Danish Foreign affairs Min-
ister, visited the Presidential 
Villa for a meeting with 
Vice President Yemi osin-
bajo. there were no casual-
ties at that time.

Villa officials did not ex-
pect that journalists would 
write about this. We were 
all supposed to say sorry to 
the lady and walk past. “it is 

of the issues deliberated upon 
would be taken to abuja for 
urgent action of Mr. President 
(Muhammadu buhari), while 
the leaders have related with 
members in the national and 
State assemblies, as well as at 
the state and local levels of the 
party hierarchy.

“all these issues were dis-
cussed exhaustively and we 
have related with all our gover-
nors with the resolution, which 
is that from now onward there 
will be total harmony and con-
sultation among our governors 
for the development of South-
west of nigeria,” he said.

osoba restated what he 
called the leadership position 
of the aPc Southwest in the 
country, adding that the party 
honchos were determined 
to reassert their interest in 
the progressive politics of the 
country.

at the meeting were gov-
ernors elected on the platform 
of the party in the Southwest: 
host, Senator abiola ajimobi; 
Senator ibikunle amosun 
(ogun State); akinwumi am-
bode (lagos State); and rauf 
aregbesola (osun State).  

others were the national 
leader of the party, asiwaju 
bola tinubu; Deputy nation-
al chairman (South), Segun 
oni; national Vice chairman 
(Southwest), Pius akinyelure; 
and a former interim national 
chairman of the party, bisi 
akande.

Tinubu Akande

M
artins azu-
buike, ex-
speaker of 
abia State 

house of assembly who 
was impeached recently 
by the house, has said he 
committed no impeach-
able offence but rather 
his colleagues wanted 
him to bring fund meant 
for projects to be shared 
among them which he 
refused.

azubuike made the 
startling revelation at 
ntigha community Pri-
mary School ground 
in isiala ngwa north 
where his kinsmen from 
Umunneato (isiala ngwa 
north, isiala ngwa 
South and osisioma) 
gathered to welcome 
him home after a meri-
torious service to the 
state as the 8th speaker 
of the house.

the ex-speaker ex-
pressed his joy for the 
solidarity shown to him 
since December 22, 2016 
when his travails in the 

house started.
“i have been consoled 

by the kind words from 
all the people who spoke 
in this occasion,” he said.

he said that during 
the 2015 elections he 
was elected for the third 
time as a legislator rep-
resenting isiala ngwa 
South,  adding that 
when he was elected 
Speaker of the house 
he articulated the road-
map where things that 
would develop abia 
were encapsulated.

azubuike disclosed 
that whatever achieve-
ment that might have 
been made so far in abia 
were as a result of laws 
made by the house un-
der his watch.

he said that the 30-
room legislative office 
initiated by past speak-
ers was completed by 
him and commissioned 
for use.

he also enumerated 
some of his achieve-
ments to include full 
computerization of the 
entire house in such a 
way that wherever you 

i was impeached because i refused to share 
money meant for projects – ex-Abia speaker

UDokA AGWU, Umuahia
may be you would be 
watching the proceed-
ings of the house.

the ex-speaker fur-
ther said that during his 
tenure he also procured 
vehicles for all the 24 
members of the house.

“My problem is that 
i  did not plac e the 
money on the table 
for members to share 
but instead i invested 
the money on projects,” 
azubuike said.

he noted that be-
tween June 2015 and 
the period he was re-
moved from office, he 
had given very collab-
orative assistance to 
his brother governor 
okezie ikpeazu.

“not disturbed by the 
event of December 29, 
2015, i will continue to 
work for the success 
of abia government. i 
have been removed as 
Speaker, but i will con-
tinue to represent my 
constituency. Without 
fear of contradiction, i 
do not see anybody who 
can do better than me,” 
he said.
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I
n a few days time, the curtain 
will draw on the tenure of 
the first Black president in 
the United States of America, 
Barrack Obama. Against all 

expectations, Obama brightly talked 
his way into the White House as 
a stunned world applauded the 
sheer beauty of rhetoric. Not in the 
21stcentury has any man captured 
the attention of the world with 
his sheer brilliance as Obama has 
done in the last eight years. Obama 
loves the world stage. That is his 
territory. That is where he holds 
his audience spell bound. Since, 
perhaps, Franklin D. Roosevelt, no 
American president has exhibited 
oratory prowess as Barack Obama.   

He brought a message of hope 
to his compatriots. If there was 
anything that was really needed 
prior to his election, it was hope. The 
eight years of George W. Bush jnr. 
had thrown the nation into severe 
economic mess. Bush penchant for 
war mongering had far-reaching 
consequences on the American 
economy so much so that he 
made mess of a buoyant economy 
he inherited from the preceding 

Obama and the end of an era
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Clinton administration. The political 
connoisseur that he is, Obama rallied 
his compatriots and sold to them his 
‘audacity of hope’.

The message was unambiguous 
and quite effective. It soon became 
a movement that developed a life 
of its own. Even in nations outside 
the shores of America, the message 
was spectacularly received. Here 
in Nigeria, the clowns that we are, 
some folks threw caution to the 
wind by going round the country to 
raise funds for the Obama course. 
Such was the infectious nature of the 
Obama movement!

Well, Obama was talking and 
the Americans were listening 
while the rest of the world watched 
enthusiastically.  His campaign for 
the presidency was built round the 
optimistic slogan, “Yes we can”, 
which was primarily about hope 
and change. His campaign managers 
promoted him as the messiah who 
would build a new America where 
poverty, unemployment and other 
social ills would become history. On 
his own, Obama was a good product. 
He proudly announced his audacity 
and bragged about his capability. He 
spoke about how he was obliged to 
run for president by what he termed 
“the fierce urgency of now.”

Like Abraham Lincoln, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Martin Luther King 
and Bill Clinton, Obama is a master 
of public speech. Using the power of 
rhetoric, he dazzled Americans with 

his brilliance. He spoke glowingly 
on how he would create jobs, 
improve the economy, regulate 
taxes, reduce deficits, and improve 
energy and education in addition to 
promoting world peace. Americans 
overwhelmingly elected Obama 
president. Thus began the making 
of a legend.  

U p o n  h i s  i n a u g u r a t i o n , 
expectations were understandably 
high across the world, particularly 
in America. Obama’s first Inaugural 
Address elicited hope as he proclaimed: 
“Today, the work of remaking America 
has begun.” And truly, the change came 
swiftly. With Democrats in control of 
both the House and Senate, Obama 
shortly signed into law an “economic 
stimulus” package that would cost 
nearly $1 trillion and would keep 
unemployment under 8 percent and 
usher in a robust economic recovery. 
Goodbye to depression. Welcome 
prosperity.  

Now, after eight years of occupying, 
undoubtedly, the most demanding 
office in the world, Obama critics 
accuse him of engaging in more 
talks than actions. Obamacare, a 
supposedly well thought out policy 
has been the brunt of severe criticism 
by elements opposed to Obama. 
Indeed, the policy was one of the 
items that was ruthlessly torn into 
pieces by Donald Trump during 
the last fiercely fought American 
presidential contest. Plans are 
currently on-going to entirely scrap 
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the policy by the in-coming Trump 
administration.

Similarly, many of Obama critics 
believe his foreign policy was a 
disaster. They cited cases in Libya, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Israel, 
to mention but a few, as evidences 
of Obama’s foreign policy mess. 
They argue that while he demanded 
radical changes in Israeli –Palestinian 
relation, Obama actually did nothing 
tangible in the Middle East to herald 
the hope of the change he so much 
mouthed publicly. His critics equally 
affirm that it was his inability to act 
promptly that gave impetus to the 
rise of the Islamic State. While the 
Kurds and the Iraqi government 
raised alarm about the deteriorating 
state of affairs as the Islamic State 
continued its aggressive territorial 
expansion, Obama failed to produce 
the needed ‘Reaganic’ or Bush like 
response that could have sent across 
the right signal.

But for Obama’s diehards 
Americans’ expectations of him 
were too extravagant from the outset 
as the nation’s economy was almost 
in shamble when he took over and 
he couldn’t have been any quick 
fix it.. However, the truth is that, 
Obama himself worked quite hard to 
stimulate the people’s expectations. 
Undoubtedly, when the American 
voters opted for him, they did so base 
on the strength of their conviction 
that he would not only talk the talk, 
but would actually work the talk.
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L
e e  Ku a n  Ye w ,  t h e 
architect of the modern 
day Singapore, visited 
Niger ia  a  few days 
before the mil i tar y 

struck on January 15, 1966. His 
visit was in connection with the 
Commonwealth Conference 
held in Lagos on Rhodesia, now 
Zimbabwe. His conclusion about 
Nigeria in 1966 is contained in a 
book he wrote in 2000 titled, ‘From 
Third World to First’. In the book, 
he concluded: “I think their tribal 
loyalties were stronger than their 
sense of common nationhood”.

 The tragic preference for tribal 
loyalties at the expense of good 
governance has made Nigeria 
arguably the worst run of the 
world’s seven most populated 
countries. For too long, our 
country is used as a symbol for 
anything that is wrong in terms of 
countries that are endowed with 
resources. In spite of hundreds 
of billions of dollars that we have 
made from oil, Nigeria still has the 
second-most destitute people in 
the world, after India.

 Unarguably, the country has 
structural problems. But any talk 
about restructuring without good 
governance from the constituent 
states amounts to beating about 
the bush. Today, State and Local 
Governments give the impression 
that their entire operations 
depend on the statutory Federal 
a l locat ion.  Apar t  f rom the 

Economic autonomy and the lessons from Lagos
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Federation Account, each tier 
of Government is required by 
the Constitution to raise its own 
local revenues upon which they 
should run the services allocated 
to them under the constitution. It 
was evident before oil became an 
important source of income that 
this country possessed abundant 
natural resources and a vigorous 
and dynamic human resource 
to develop into a prosperous 
and progressive nation. One still 
believes that it is still so if we turn 
our attention away from oil as our 
main source of wealth.

 With an exploding population 
of an ethnically and religiously 
diverse people, estimated at 24 
million, Lagos stands out as a 
model of how good governance 
ca n  e n ha n c e  p e a c e f u l  c o -
existence and spur growth and 
development. The state has 
seen steady improvement in its 
governance since 1999, when 
Nigeria returned to democracy. 
In similarity to how cities such 
as Chennai and Hyderabad in 
India and Medellin in Columbia 
had in the past outperformed 
and outshone their national 
government in promoting growth, 
child education and crime and 
poverty reduction, Lagos has 
become a laboratory which  the 
federal government and other 
states of the federation can 
emulate for  practical lesson. 

 A unique combination of 
visionary leaders, vibrant and pro 
active public service, an active 
and engaged civil society and 
progressive development plan 
have worked together to lead 
what was once the poster child 
for a slum-ridden and largely 
impoverished lawless metropolis, 

competent and resourceful 
personnel, irrespective of typical 
Nigerian considerations, partly 
accounts for its socio-economic 
stability. In Lagos appointment 
or  recruitment into public 
office is mainly anchored on 
competence.  Lagos is the only 
and truly melting point in Nigeria; 
a land of opportunities for all. 
Lagos has continued to show the 
way forward in its commitment 
to an indivisible Nigeria where 
no one is denied of opportunities 
for self actualisation on mundane 
considerations.  The state’s 
primary, secondary and tertiary 
health facilities and, indeed, 
other such infrastructure remain 
accessible to all Nigerians without 
any discrimination. The State 
Security Trust and Employment 
Trust Funds are available for the 
good of Lagos residents.

 Now, the question is can Lagos 
really save Nigeria? Alone, it’s 
unlikely — one factor is that the 
country’s population is expected 
to hit 400 million by mid-century 
— but Lagos can now be the model 
for transferring more authority to 
other States. And they, in turn, 
could help to shift the polarized 
nat i o na l  p o l i t i c s.  A n o t h e r 
way forward is replication of 
collaboration that gave rise to 
LAKE Rice, a kind of recession 
soother champion by Lagos 
and Kebbi state governments 
which also has other benefits of 
renewing investors’ interest in 
agro-based industries, boost for 
agric related cooperative societies 
among others.

 From the LAKE Rice example, 
it is obvious other states need 
to look inward for more of such 
progressive and productive 

partnership, especially in terms 
of regional economic integration. 
It will be a fascinating idea 
for business to flourish and 
encourage industrialization. If 
income levels rose, improved 
education and a rising middle 
class will naturally follow. Greater 
affluence and aspiration, in turn, 
tend to act as a useful brake on 
population growth.

 Another lesson from Lagos is 
the culture of peaceful coexistence 
and religious tolerance among 
residents. An atmosphere of peace 
and tranquility is the bedrock 
for any sustainable societal 
growth and development in a 
cosmopolitan City like Lagos. 
This is why the state government, 
through the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, is promoting peaceful, 
harmonious relationship among 
the diverse religious groups 
in the State as well as ensures 
the sustenance of  peaceful 
co-existence among residents 
irrespective of their ethnic and 
religious persuasion. The State has 
continued to operate a multi-prong 
approach strategy which includes 
a mix of public enlightenment 
campaign, sensitization and 
advocacy programmes against 
hate preaching and religious 
intolerance.

 On a final note, with the 
recent discovery of oil in Lagos, 
its journey into prosperity seems 
to have just begun. But then, for 
Lagos to remain a leading light 
in the country, both residents 
and visitors alike must abide by 
all rules and laws that regulate 
socio-economic interaction. It 
is only in doing this that Lagos 
could continue to be a haven of 
hope for all.
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into a new modern era.
 The economy of Lagos State is 

fast outpacing economic growth 
in other parts of the country and, 
indeed, in the sub region as the 
state’s non-oil revenues now 
sustain increase investment in 
infrastructure and other social 
amenities. While other states 
have been left almost bankrupt, 
following the drying up courtesy 
current economic recession, 
Lagos raked in N287 billion in 
Internally Generated Revenue 
(IGR) in 2016, well above the total 
budget size of more than 20 states.

 With about N600 million in 
1999, when Asiwaju BolaTinubu 
took over, the IGR rose to between 
N10 billion and N11 billion by 
2007 when Tinubu left office. With 
continuing reforms in the internal 
revenue system, aggressive tax 
drive, capacity building and 
professionalism of the Lagos 
Internal Revenue Service (LIRS), 
the IGR of the state had by 2015 
when Mr. Babatunde Fashola 
(SAN), left office, risen to about 
N23 billion monthly.

 A  k e y  s e c re t  o f  L a g o s’ 
economic growth is infrastructure 
development which has been 
the hallmarks of succeeding 
administrations since 1999. This is 
premised on the principle that the 
better the infrastructure the more 
the likelihood of tax compliance. 
This is in sharp contrast with what 
obtains at the federal level where 
a large proportion of revenue 
projection has little to do with 
government’s performance, since 
about 75 percent of the national 
budget is projected in anticipation 
of oil receipt.

 Aside its creative revenue 
base, Lagos flexibility in sourcing 

The meetings usually started 
at about 4:00 am and would 
go on till about six or seven 

in the morning, discussing and 
recalibrating strategy, content, 
and studying the impact of the 
work StateCraft Inc was deploying 
in Ghana. It was a near daily 
occurrence for much of the time 
we spent in Accra; nearly four of the 
five-and-a-half months our team of 
two was in Ghana. We liaised with 
the design team based in Nigeria, 
going back and forth on layout and 
design, updating StateCraft CEO 
Adebola Williams weekly on the 
nose-to-the-grindstone work we 
were executing for the Nana Addo 
Dankwa Akufo-Addo presidential 
campaign.

This was the team’s second 
p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n  w o rk i n g 

Keeping up with the Ghanaians, and their journey to change
together and we had already 
developed a well-established 
r h y t h m  o f  e x e c u t i o n .  R e m i 
Ogunkayo, Adebola and myself 
were responsible for various parts 
of strategy, coordination, content 
creation and deployment, and 
Fourth Canvas delivered the design 
and layout.

We wil l  miss—sorely—the 
invaluable time we spent on the 
campaign trail,  providing the 
chance to observe and deice what 
truly resonated with the people. 
Whether it was at the market, out 
in the regions or at the impressive 
Greater Accra rally, the joy and 
enthusiasm was palpable in the 
crowds that gathered to see Nana 
Akufo-Addo each and every time, 
rolling the hands and chanting with 
joy “ye si sem!” (change is coming) 
as the cars drove past.

Our last month was spent in the 
crucible—right in the thick of the 
campaign. Streamlining content 
for effectiveness meant that we 

speak directly to the people, speak 
to their concerns, hopes, and their 
future.

For many Ghanaians, including 
the many who found it impossible 
to imagine change would finally 
come, these elections were about 
trust—trust in their president, trust 
in the Ghanaian dream, trust in the 
process and trust in their choice.

Every piece of content created 
and delivered by StateCraft was an 
exercise in forging a bond with the 
public, to ensure that the people 
understood the message that was 
being conveyed, no matter the 
medium—digital media, print or 
video.

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  s i x  m o nt h s 
our campaign focused on that 
ruthlessly—building out a core 
message that connected, while 
also setting the record straight 
on the nation’s status quo and 
addressed the very real issues that 
Ghanaians were most concerned 
about. Whether we were analysing 

the power of the message of unity 
or tackling the cost of safe, clean 
water, at every step StateCraft 
worked with the campaign to 
deliver with clarity and vision. 
And on 9 December, 2016 it all 
came to fruition—Nana Akufo-
Addo was named President-elect 
of the Republic of Ghana, eighteen 
years after he launched his first 
presidential bid.

Politics remains, at its core, the 
art of persuasion. Mobilisation 
is crucial,  as are robust data 
operations in today’s modern 
campaigning. But, at the centre, 
messaging is the lifeblood of 
successful missions. The crafting 
and delivery of a vision for the 
future that citizens can believe, 
and run with. 

Akufo-Addo won because he 
had that vision, and his message 
of change was authentic, resonant 
and desperately needed. We are 
grateful to have been called upon 
to help give that message wings.

delved into team conversations 
that were intense and rewarding. 
Nana Akufo-Addo had a lot to say; 
his mind and those of his amazing, 
dedicated communication team 
were constantly working. Our job 
was not just to be his Greek chorus, 
but to also tactically solidify and 
reinforce his message through the 
line, to every Ghanaian voter we 
could reach.

C o n s t r u c t i n g  e f f e c t i v e 
candidate communication is 
a delicate balance of content, 
message, and delivery, all working 
in tandem to convince a wide and 
varied audience that a candidate 
is the best possible option to make 
life better for just one person: every 
single voter. Not only do you have 
to drive the conversation and talk 
to the people in the street, you 
have to capture the zeitgeist of 
the citizenry; take the true pulse 
of the people and connect it with 
the candidate’s message. The goal 
is to get beyond the surface, to 
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W
henever we 
read in the 
pages of news-
papers or hear 

in the news that xyz number 
of people have been killed in 
an attack or other mishap, 
there is always a tendency 
to look the other way and 
imagine that those are just 
numbers. But no, they are 
not mere statistics; they are 
human beings, flesh and 
blood, like every one of us. 
They are people’s husbands, 
wives, sons, daughters, fa-
thers, mothers, aunts, uncles, 
nephews, nieces, cousins, 
grandparents, grandchildren, 
in-laws – relatives. Some 
of them are breadwinners 
of their families, the only 
shining light. Their death is 
equally heart-breaking.

This reality dawned on 
me in November last year. I 
had travelled to Imo State to 
visit a brother, and while we 
sat discussing, I saw lying on 
the table a brochure. It was 
the burial programme of a 
man named Lazarus Nwafor. 
When he saw me looking 
keenly at the brochure, he 
told me who the late Nwafor 
was.

“You recall the seminar-
ian who was killed by herds-
men in Enugu in August? 
That’s the guy. I attended his 
burial. We were quite close 
before he met his untimely 

No, these numbers are not mere stats
death,” said my brother, who 
was until July last year a stu-
dent at the Spiritan Institute 
of Sacred Theology (SIST), 
Attakwu, Enugu, the same 
school that Nwafor attended.  

On August 25, 2016 when 
that news broke, I had read 
it like every other person. It 
was the news of how about 
50 herdsmen invaded the 
village of Ndiagu, Attakwu, 
Akegbe-Ugwu in Nkanu-
West LGA of Enugu State at 
about 2:15am, killing a Cath-
olic seminarian on a year 
apostolic work and a six-
month pregnant woman and 
severely injuring four others. 
It didn’t mean much to me 
then, until that encounter 
with my brother brought 
the reality close to me. Here 
was a young man whose 
family had high hopes on, 
who dreamt of becoming a 
Catholic priest someday, but 
whose dream had been trun-
cated midway, throwing his 
family members into grief.

That new realization was 
why I could easily connect 
with the Benue State indi-
genes who recently staged a 
peaceful protest to their state 
House of Assembly to coerce 
the lawmakers to pass the 
Open Grazing Prohibition 
Bill that aims to streamline 
the activities of herdsmen 
in the state. The bill, it was 
learnt, was presented 10 
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months ago but the lawmak-
ers are yet to work on it.

As the leader of the pro-
testers, who came under the 
aegis of Movement Against 
Fulani Occupation (MAFO), 
said, these people were not 
a rented crowd; they were 
victims of herdsmen attacks. 
Some have been orphaned, 
widowed, rendered child-
less, homeless, traumatized, 
lost limb, property, means of 
livelihood.

As I saw these people, 
including aged women with 
their cooking pots, mats 
and other household items 
marching into the Assem-
bly premises in defiance of 
stern-looking policemen and 
other security agents who 
were there to prevent them, 
the bloody events of last 
year flooded back into my 
consciousness. That Benue 
indigenes are still protesting 
(this wasn’t their first protest) 
and that we are still talking 
about killings by herdsmen 
in Southern Kaduna and 
other parts of the country 
today are symptomatic of a 
failed government. We have 
been on this for too long.

I recall that in 2016 when 
the killer herdsmen intensi-
fied their bloody campaigns 
across the country, I dwelt on 
the matter extensively, tak-
ing it from a different angle 
every Sunday for over six 

weeks, all in the bid to keep 
it fresh in people’s memories 
and to draw government’s 
attention to it – to the ex-
tent that my editor, Zebulon 
Agomuo, jokingly called me 
“herdsmen correspondent”. I 
still recall some of the head-
lines: “From stick to AK47: 
Concerns mount over herds-
men’s sources of weapons”; 
“Probe herdsmen’s source 
of weapons now, Nigerians 
tell Buhari”; “The herdsmen 
conundrum: FG’s silence 
murderous, may throw na-
tion into conflagration ...as 
state govts, citizens resort 
to self-help”; “Herdsmen 
attacks: FG urged to seek 
permanent solution …as 
rumours of fresh attacks on 
Nimbo loom”; “Herdsmen 
attacks: Who will rein in the 
monsters?”, etc.

There was similarly a 
general outcry by concerned 
Nigerians, and these con-
cerns were expressed in 
various ways, including 
through incisive, informed 
articles. More shocking was 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari’s ominous silence on the 
matter, which, according to 
Opeyemi Agbaje, a Lagos-
based public policy analyst, 
“almost amounts to official 
endorsement of what looks 
like a strategy of terror and 
pillaging to achieve an ex-
pansionist and hegemonic 
ambition”.

In one article, Ikeogu Oke, 
an Abuja-based public affairs 
commentator, called on Pres-
ident Buhari, as head of state 
and commander-in-chief 
of Nigeria’s armed forces 
and the person ultimately 
responsible for securing the 
country and the lives and 
property of its citizens, to 
use every means available 
to him to arrest the herds-
men’s murderous march of 
anarchy, which, he said, was 
being viewed by some as “a 

devious manifestation of the 
2015 post-election triumpha-
lism of his Fulani people”.

“How many such attacks, 
and deaths, should it take 
a sensitive and responsible 
leader to personally reassure 
his people that their lives 
matter to him regardless of 
their ethnicity, especially 
one who, before he became 
president, reportedly inter-
ceded with the then Gov-
ernor Lam Adesina of Oyo 
State to stop the killing of 
his Fulani people in his state 
during an ethnic clash with 
their hosts? And didn’t an-
other of our leaders, former 
Governor Murtala Nyako of 
Adamawa State, boast that 
the Fulani herdsman can 
now dismantle and reas-
semble an AK47? Could his 
words have anticipated the 
recent killings by people 
believed to be Fulani herds-
men?” Oke asked. 

Fide Ozichukwu Chukwu, 
a former People’s Democratic 
Party national vice chairman, 
South-East, who spoke to this 
writer on phone, condemned 
in strong terms the activities 
of the herdsmen, saying it 
was immoral, unjust and 
unethical for anyone to al-
low somebody, in the name 
of cattle-grazing, to go and 
destroy the farm of some-
body else whose livelihood 
depended on the output from 
those farms.

He wondered how the 
herdsmen, who are known 
to be poor, get the funding 
for the AK47 they carry 
about and why the security 
agencies have left them to 
wander about with these 
lethal weapons harassing, 
destroying, maiming and 
raping innocent citizens.

“You can agree with me 
that these herdsmen can-
not afford the amount of 
money with which they can 
buy AK47. So somebody is 

W
h e n  a n 
idea, a con-
cept or an 
e s t ab l i s h-

ment comes on very high 
pedestal like the way the 
Nigerian Mortgage Refi-
nance Company (NMRC) 
did about 36 months ago, 
it usually ignites in poten-
tial beneficiaries hope and 
expectation of no mean 
measure.

People become all the 
more optimistic if such an 
idea comes from great and 
credible minds who, from 
all intents and purposes, 
give impression that they 
mean well and that the 
idea is out to salvage a col-
lapsing system that should 
ordinarily provide succor 
to the people.

When the NMRC came 
the way it did, mortgage 
industry operators were 
quite optimistic of a viable 
mortgage market. They 
were all the more hopeful 
when it was announced 
that the company would 
commence mortgage refi-
nancing just a few months 
after it was launched.

tween 16 million and 17 
million units, adding that 
the market for mortgage 
finance could therefore, be 
seen as huge.

The mortgage sector 
reform, he explained, was 
aimed at repositioning 
and strengthening the 
PMBs as vehicles for hous-
ing and home ownership 
delivery and also for fos-
tering the emergence of  
well capitalized PMBs, 
adding that the reform 
was intended to promote 
a robust mortgage finance 
system through market 
support initiatives.

When and how this 
optimism is to be trans-
lated into a practical real-
ity remains a matter of 
conjecture.

NMRC is a government-
midwifed but private sec-
tor-led secondary mort-
gage institution which, 
by reason of its establish-
ment, is aimed to refinance 
mortgages that will be 
created or originated by 
primary mortgage banks 
(PMBs).

I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g , 
when the company was 
launched and took off with 
a $300 million grant from 
the World Bank, it was ex-
pected to increase liquidity 
in the mortgage system by 
providing cheap and long 
term funds, reduce inter-
est rate to single digit, in-
crease the country’s hous-
ing stock by 75,000 annu-
ally, and create 300,000 
direct jobs.

As a secondary mort-
gage institution interme-
diating between long term 
deposits and short term 
funds, the company would 
also be providing long 
term funds to mortgage 
lenders. It would issue 
long term bonds in the 
Nigerian financial market 
as efficiently as possible 

and channel the proceeds 
to member-institutions at 
a competitive rate. 

The hop e was that 
when the company com-
menced mortgage refi-
nancing, it would bring to 
end, or reduce to the barest 
minimum, the huddles 
posed to mortgage lending 
to real estate.

“For the primary mort-
gage banks (PMBs), it is a 
new dawn, because this 
is going to revolutionise 
mortgage banking opera-
tions; the new refinanc-
ing company acting as  
a secondary mortgage 
institution will buy off 
mortgages originated by 
the PMBs”, explained An-
thony Owuye, a mortgage 
banking expert. 

Similarly, the president 
of the mortgage bank-
ing association of Nigeria 
(MBAN), Femi Johnson, 
was quite optimistic about 
drop in interest rates, 
stressing that rates would 
definitely drop but would 
not be immediate. 

“Before we really put 
our arts together to get 

the engine running, it will 
take a while and within 
this period, the interest 
rate is not going to drop 
but once the engine starts 
to flow and run, definitely 
the rates will drop because 
we are bringing more and 
cheaper funds into the 
system”, he assured.

NMRC may have done 
a couple of things in the 
past 36 months, but in-
creasingly the optimism 
that greeted its launching 
is fast fading away be-
cause it remains to be seen 
how many Nigerians have 
bought or built houses 
from mortgage loans trace-
able to NMRC.

Apart from the six 
primary mortgage banks 
(PMBs) including Imperial 
Mortgage Bank, Trustbond 
Mortgage Bank, Homebase 
Mortgage Bank etc, over 
30 PMBs are yet to ben-
efit from its refinancing 
function because of high 
interest rate.

The CBN which regu-
lates mortgage banking 
activities and operations 
also shared in the opti-

mism, adding that interest 
rate would be lower and 
eventually single digit 
when its reform initia-
tives for the mortgage 
sector was done. 

The apex bank also an-
ticipated  loans sizes and 
tenor to  increase tremen-
dously just as it expected 
housing stock to increase 
exponentially as the PMBs 
reform would,  among 
other things, see increase 
in the capital base of the 
mortgage banks.

An official of the bank 
who does not want to be 
named notes that with 
a population of over 170 
million and an increasing 
workforce, the housing 
demand in Nigeria has 
been variously put at be-

funding them and some-
body bought these things 
for them. But the most wor-
risome is not whether they 
have it or not, it’s how they 
get it, who gave it to them, 
and why is it that all this 
while the security agencies 
left them to wander about 
with it harassing, destroy-
ing, maiming and raping 
innocent citizens. These are 
very serious issues,” he said.

But, of course, all these 
fell on deaf ears as the presi-
dent never deemed it fit to 
either visit the affected areas 
or make any official state-
ment on the matter. He only 
spoke by proxy, through his 
spokespersons or through 
press statements issued by 
his spokespersons.

And apparently embold-
ened by this “official en-
dorsement”, the herdsmen 
continued their murder-
ous campaigns across the 
North-central and further 
south into the hinterlands 
of Idomaland, South-east, 
South-west and innermost 
recesses of the South-south 
– killing, maiming, steal-
ing, raping, burning down 
houses, destroying farms 
and sacking whole com-
munities. Their bloodiest 
campaigns were the series of 
attacks on Agatu communi-
ties in Benue State and the 
attack on Nimbo, a sleepy 
community in Uzo-Uwani 
Local Government Area of 
Enugu State, which left hun-
dreds dead and many others 
wounded, battered, home-
less and exposed to famine.

As 2017 progresses, Presi-
dent Buhari and his govern-
ment have another opportu-
nity to nip the issue of killer 
herdsmen in the bud to stop 
the needless blood-letting. 
It may well be the greatest 
security threat facing the 
country today. Treating it 
with kid gloves won’t help.

NMRC and waning optimism Talking Mortgage
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All hands have to be on 
deck, especially as 2017 
has started in earnest, in 

order to avoid the self-inflicted 
socio-economic challenges that 
left millions of Nigerians griev-
ing over the state of the nation 
last year. Knowing full well that 
2018 is going to be an election 
year, when no meaningful proj-
ects will be implemented as all 
the energy would be channelled 
into election campaigns, this is 
the only year that Nigerians are 
expecting political office holders 
to give out their best.

Fo r t u n at e l y,  t h e  H o u s e 
opened session on Tuesday 
with the review of the state 
of the nation. In my view, the 
House needs to put President 
Muhammadu Buhari to task by 
ensuring that the 2016 budget is 
implemented above 80 percent 
and that unutilized funds are 
returned to chest. Efforts must 
be made by the House to ensure 
that the National Budget and 
Research Office (NABRO), which 
ought to serve as the engine 
room on budgetary and finan-
cial matters, is established and 
functional ahead of the passage 
of the 2017 budget.

I’m aware that the House 
Committee on Aids, Loans and 
Debt Management, chaired by 
Hon. Adeyinka Ajayi, has com-

menced work in earnest to track 
some projects and supports 
granted by development part-
ners before the House received 
the 2017 budget proposal. Such 
proactive steps should be ad-
opted by various standing com-
mittees for Nigerians to reduce 
waste and block leakages.

Out of hundreds of bills 
which have scaled first and sec-
ond reading, the Lower Cham-
ber must give priority to critical 
ones such as Petroleum Industry 
Bill (PIB), 2017 budget proposal 
laid by President Muhammadu 
Buhari before the House pro-
ceeded on Christmas and New 
Year break, among others.

Likewise, the legislative arm 
needs to cement its relationship 
with the executive to tackle the 
menace of corruption in the 
country by passing the Anti-
Money Laundering and Mutual 
Agreement bills, among others. 
Laws that would aid economic 
re-birth and tackle huge unem-
ployment in the country should 
be accelerated, while mundane 
issues that would further fuel 
disunity and ethnicity must be 
jettisoned for Nigerians to get 
a better lease of life from the 
present administration.

All  the lawmakers that 
would be involved in the con-
sideration of the 2017 budget 

should avoid banana-peels as 
I emphasized in my previous 
column. The House must strive 
to gain public confidence by 
engaging other Nigerians better 
this year than previous years. 
I see no reason why Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara cannot promote 
bi-annual town-hall meetings 
across the 360 federal constitu-
encies before the passage of the 
2017 budget. There was a bill 
which I sighted that seeks to 
ensure public participation in 
the budget process; such a bill 
should be given accelerated 
consideration early in the year.

Chairmen and members of 
committees must embark on 
oversight functions of various 
projects implemented by each of 
the Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) with the view 
to eliminate abandoned projects 
and look out for duplication of 
projects captured in the budget 
proposals. I will also implore 
the leadership of the House to 
ensure that all the reports of 
committees already laid are 
considered and transmitted to 
the executive for implementa-
tion. The lawmakers should live 
up to expectations by defending 
the constitution as contained in 
the oath taken on assumption 
of office. The legislative agenda 
initiated by the House should be 

adhered to this time.
Equally, the House needs to 

ask questions from the custo-
dian of our resources and must 
not fail to ensure that various 
standing committees perform 
their functions and ensure ade-
quate funding of the committees 
within reasonable timeframe. I 
gathered that some of the com-
mittees assigned to carry out 
legislative actions on motions 
and resolutions passed by the 
House haven’t commenced work 
several months after due to pau-
city of funds, whereas majority 
of those committees set up re-
cently have been mobilized by 
the same House. That shouldn’t 
be encouraged going forward.

Two lawmakers who stand 
out among their peers are Hon. 
Uzoma Nkem-Abonta, chair-
man, Hous e Committe e on 
Public Petitions, and Hon. Os-
sai Nicholas Ossai, chairman, 
House Committee on Ethics 
and Privileges. Without fear or 
favour, these lawmakers have 
proven to be exemplary over 
the years. Even at weekends, 
Hon. Nkem-Abonta leaves his 
comfort zone to work on bills. 
Likewise, you find Hon. Ossai 
and his legislative aides always 
fully occupied.

For  example ,  Nigerians 
abroad are expecting much from 

the House Committee on Dias-
pora at such a time when Nige-
rians have become endangered 
species in various countries. This 
was the same committee chaired 
by Abike Dabiri-Erewa, now 
special adviser to Mr. President 
on Diaspora and Foreign Affairs. 
She never lagged on her duty 
post.

It is also pertinent to urge 
the House Committee on Public 
Accounts to step up its work to 
carry out its functions, like in 
the days of Hon. Solomon Ol-
amilekan, now a serving senator. 
Little or nothing is heard about 
this committee which draws its 
functions from the constitution 
since it was inaugurated.

Of course, the Special Ad-
hoc Committee on Constitution 
Review must not fail to deliver 
on its mandate.

All hands must be on deck  
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C
all it plenary of palace 
coups and you won’t be 
wrong.

Last Tuesday’s re-
sumption of Senate from its 
three-week Christmas and New 
Year break witnessed what could 
best be described as political 
alignment and realignment.

Two scenarios played out 
at the session: a lawmaker was 
outsted in his presence, the other 
was removed from his juicy posi-
tion as principal officer when he 
rushed out to observe his after-
noon prayers.

How does it feel like to witness 
one’s own burial in one’s pres-
ence? This was the ordeal of Isaac 
Alfa, who witnessed his replace-
ment as lawmaker representing 
Kogi East Senatorial District. 
This followed a court judgement, 
which ordered the swearing-in of 
Atai Aidoko.

Alfa had refused to leave the 
chambers, insisting that he had 
appealed the Court of Appeal 

judgment which ousted him as 
senator representing Kogi East in 
the National Assembly.

But without securing a stay of 
execution, Senate President Bu-
kola Saraki immediately proceed-
ed to administer the oath of office 
on Aidoko, while a dissapointed 
Alfa shamefully walked out of 
the hallowed chambers.

With this development, Kogi 
East has now been represented 
by three senators in the last 19 
months, the first being Abdulrah-
man Abubakar (All Progressives 
Congress), followed by Alfa and 
Aidoko both of Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) respectively.

On the other hand, the re-
moval of Ali Ndume as Senate 
Majority Leader buttressed the 
cliche that ‘There are no perma-
nent friends or enemies in politics 
but permanent interest’.

His removal was a re-en-
actment of what transpired in 
the Fourth Senate when Victor 
Oyofo was removed as Senate 
Chief Whip in 2003 when he 
went to the rest room, only to 
return and discovered that he 
had been removed by his col-
leagues and replaced with Udoma 
Udo Udoma, current Minister of 
Budget and National Planning.

In the case of Ndume, he was 
removed when he went to the 
National Assembly mosque to 
pray, about 100metres away.

Sources in the Senate pointed 
out that the Borno-born senator 

was to be given an option to an-
nounce his resignation but his 
sudden disappearance from the 
floor close to the end of the ple-
nary gave the Senators and the 
Senate President no other option 
than to announce his removal.

Senate President, Bukola Sara-
ki was so much in a hurry to read 
the letter of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) Senate Caucus 
that he forgot to name the mem-
bers of the ad-hoc committee on 
Southern Kaduna killings.

Even Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi 
who was amongst the 39 senators 
that signed the letter of Change of 
Leadership which led to Ndume’s 
exit,  feigned knowledge of the 
letter when he spoke to journal-
ists immediately after plenary. He 
resorted to Pidgin English saying: 
‘As you take see am, no so me I 
see am o’.

One thing you can’t take away 
from the former Senate Leader 
was the fact that he was me-
dia-friendly. This was why he 
clinched the Parliamentary Me-
dia Award for Leadership at the 
2016 Senate Press Corps Awards 
held two months ago.

However, the moment he 
visited President Muhammadu 
Buhari at the Presidential Villa 
and told State House Correspon-
dents that the legislative body 
neither rejected the confirmation 
of Ibrahim Magu as substan-
tive chairman, Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 

(EFCC), nor asked the embattled 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation Babachir Lawal 
to resign, I knew that it wasn’t 
a question of if he would be re-
moved but when.

The New Senate Leader, 
Ahmed Lawan is a complete 
contrast of his predecessor. The 
lawmaker who has been in the 
National Assembly since 1999 is 
not only media-shy but rigid and 
obstinate.

Little or nothing was heard 
about him after the June 9, 2015 
Senate leadership election where 
he lost out to Saraki.

But in his defence, the federal 
legislator said he was only try-
ing to avoid controversy, as his 
views may be misconstrued by 
critics. His message to journalists 
was simple: ‘Don’t judge a book 
by its cover’.

He promised not to repeat 
the mistakes of his predecessor 
by usurping the functions of the 
Senate spokesperson.

This is instructive considering 
the fact that Ndume had clashed 
with the Chairman,  Senate Com-
mittee on Media and Public 
Affairs, Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi in 
recent times where he would 
insist that ‘I remain the official 
spokesperson of the Senate of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria’.

One thing is clear from the 
actions of senators: if it becomes 
political expedient to sacrifice 
Deputy Senate President Ike 

Ekweremadu, senators will not 
hesitate to do so. Like the African 
adage goes,  ‘The cane that was 
used to flog the first wife will 
be  used subsequently to flog the 
other wives’. And that was the 
subtle message of Ndume in his 
farewell speech when he said: ‘If 
it is me today, it could be anybody 
tomorrow’.

The over three-hour briefing 
by the Minister of State (Aviation) 
Hadi Sirika stalled the consider-
ation and passage of the 2017 to 
2019 Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework (MTEF) and Fiscal 
Strategy Paper (FSP) as well as the 
report of the Committee on Ma-
rine Transport on the Nigerian 
Ports and Harbours Bill,  one of 
the 11 economic recovery bills.

In his welcome speech, Saraki 
had assured that the fiscal docu-
ment would be passed on Thurs-
day last week, while report on the 
Nigerian Ports and Harbours Bill,  
earlier slated in the Order Paper 
for Thursday, was deferred to 
another legislative day.

The Senate mandated Sirika to 
consult with the Nigerian Society 
of Engineers (NSE) and reap-
pear on Tuesday alongside the 
Minister of Works,  Power and 
Housing, Babatunde Fashola, the 
construction company - Julius 
Berger - Chief of Air Staff, Manag-
ing Directors of Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN), 
Nigeria Airspace Management 
Agency (NAMA).

One plenary, two coups
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A former minister of information, 
John Nnia Nwodo,  who hails from 
Enugu State,  has just been elected  

the new president-general of Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo,  the pan-Igbo socio-cultural as-
sociation. Upon  his election,  Nwodo was 
quoted as saying that he would use his posi-
tion to defend the cause of Ndigbo even if 
it would cost him his life.  That statement 
of commitment is enobling.  

The Igbo nation has, over the years, 
been marginalised by successive adminis-
trations at the centre.  The worst roads in 
the country are found there and it is the 
only geo-political zone that has five states 
in  a country where federal appointments 
and other goodies are shared on the basis 
of number of local governments and states.  

Before Nwodo,  many people had occu-
pied the position as presidents-general of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo. It is not on record that 
the fortunes of the South East changed so 

E
bonyi State made news during 
the last Christmas and New Year 
festivities as it pushed into the 
market, in large quantities, the 

Abakaliki rice. This attracted some rev-
enues to help the growth  of a state that 
has been in the back water of infrastruc-
tural and human capital developments. 

But it appears that the state govern-
ment made so much money from the rice 
sale that it wants to embark of a project 
that is not sustainable, which may also 
breed bad blood in the nearest future. 
Governor David Umahi, it was said, has 
announced that he was going to pay 
monthly salary to former lawmakers and 
local government chairmen. 

By so saying, the governor did not dis-
appoint because they never think about 
the common man, but about themselves 
all the time.  For crying out aloud, Ebonyi 
is one of the backward states in the entire 
country most indigenes of which daily 
struggle to eke out a living. 

Apart from the period when Sam 
Egwu was the governor for eight straight 
years and Anyim Pius Anyim, as senate 
president, the state has remained largely 
unheard of.  The state has the unenviable 
record of the highest number of street 
hawkers in major cities of this country. 
Why would Umahi be thinking of paying 
salaries to a group of people who, while 
serving as chairmen and lawmakers 
made so much money for themselves? 
Is the post of council chairmanship pen-
sionable or that of being a state legisla-
tor? Or is it a way to compensate those 
LG chairmen who served as caretaker 
chairmen who did not rock the boat and 
refused to complain about insufficient 

Nnia Nwodo and burden of Ndigbo

1000 days in enemies’ camp: The Chibok girls’ ordeal

A terrible incident took place in 
April 2014. Close to three years 
now, the Nigerian government 

has not found a solution to it. When the 
abduction of the Chibok girls took place, 
government did not take it seriously. It felt 
some elements in the opposition wanted 
to pull some stunts. By the time it realised 
that the abduction was real, a huge harm 
had been done. 

At that time, over 218 young women 
were  forcefully taken away from their 
school in a sleepy community somewhere 
in Chibok, Borno State. The incident has 
since left the affected parents in psycho-
logical trauma. Worst is that some of the 
parents have  more than one daughter still 

Good one from Ebonyi, but...

No ‘Radicals’ in Aso Rock! 

The herdsmen question

Despite the hue and cry over 
their dastardly activities across 
the country, the Fulani herds-

men have continued to kill and maim.  
Government and its agencies are only 
busy saying the blood-thirsty demons 
in human flesh are not Nigerians but 
people from the neighbouring coun-
tries. Government, by so saying has 
reduced itself to a laughing stock that it 
is just watching foreigners kill Nigerian 
citizens unprovoked. 

It is only a wicked father that allows 
a stranger to invade his house and mete 
out terror on his children under his 

watch.  Despite the ethnic cleansing in 
Agatu and other parts of Benue State 
which  attracted a barrage of condem-
nation and public outcry, the Fulani 
herdsmen have again returned to Benue 
State. This time around, they invaded 
Okpale-Ogege Edumoga in Okpokwu 
Local Government Area of the state. 

The herdsmen reportedly killed a 
farmer and inflicted deadly wounds on 
many others. The provocation was so 
much and considered intolerable by the 
community that its leaders besiged the 
state police headquarters in Makurdi, to 
seek deployment of security personnel 
to the area to avert further blood bath. 
The question the present administra-
tion at the centre should answer is why 
the activities of the Fulani herdsmen 
have suddenly become so rampant now 
than ever before? Is it a coincidence or 
is there more to it than meets the eye in 
all of these? The deafening silence from 
Abuja appears to suggest that govern-
ment does not have the capacity to rein 
in perpetrators of evil in society. Pray, 
are criminals now more powerful than 
government?

much, positively, under their watch even 
though some of them were very vocal.  For 
instance,  Professor Ben Nwabueze talked 
tough and decried the imbalance in the 
country. He is still talking about the plight 
of Ndigbo in  Nigeria.  

It is not so much about the absence of 
much talk but about the inability of Ndigbo 
to speak with one voice and tell the Federal 
Government in unmistaken terms that it 
is enough. It does not involve going to war 
but about being a united people that do 
not sell their birthrights for a morsel of 
food. Nwodo has vowed to die for Ndigbo 
to deliver them from servitude in Nigeria, 
but the post of president-general is not 
political, so one wonders how he hopes to 
do the magic.  

But we have seen many of his brothers 
who held several posts in the days of the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) yet they 
were more interested in self-interest than 
the larger interest of the Igbo nation.  We 
saw many ministers come and go,  many 
governors who sat , dined and wined with 
presidents of this country at different times 
without pushing the Igbo agenda. 

So,  it is left to be seen how, for instance,  
Nwodo can prevent some of the obvious 
injustices against Ndigbo. Everyone of the 
Igbo elite recognises that things are not 
right with the South East;  they also know 
that there is an unwritten policy to keep 
the Igbo perpetually down. 

We can only wish Nwodo well. We clap 
with one hand meanwhile.  The remaining 
hand will join and the  clap will be complete 
when we shall have seen a new horizon 
rise for Ndigbo, courtesy of the man from 
the university town of Nsukka.  All hail the 
new Ohanaeze boss. 

being held. A good number of the parents 
are said to have died over complications 
arising from the traumatic experience. 

Although a few of the girls have man-
aged to escape the captors’ grip in cir-
cumstances that have remained unclear 
and controversial, over 100 others have 
either died or still being held in locations 
that even government cannot say.  Some-
times I wonder how many of those in the 
ruling class in this country that can bear 
to continue with their lives when their 
daughters are being held up in some Sa-
tanic dens somewhere in the North East. 

But we see our politicians carrying 
on as if everything is normal.  I am very 
sure that if any of the girls were daugh-
ter to a minister, a governor, or even the 
President, the efforts towards rescuing the 
girls could have been different. It is now a 
case of carrying another person’s corpse 
as if it were wood.  My heart really goes 
out to the parents of these girls who are 
constantly nursing the pain. And to think 
that many of these girls will never ever 
be reunited with their parents is  a simple 
truth nobody is ready to tell. Indeed, it is 
something  that makes one develop goose 
pimples and migraine.

money as allocation that governors re-
lease to them. 

As caretaker chairmen, they depend-
ed on whatever peanut the governor 
gave them on monthly basis. Governor 
Umahi must ensure that whatever is 
started today must be sustained. This 
must not be just for political patronage 
that could create problem for administra-
tions after him. 

Paying all former local government 
chairmen and lawmakers monthly sal-
ary could eat very deep into the lean 
resources of the state. The governor 
should rather think about the masses of 
the state who are languishing in abject 
poverty without government interven-
tion. Please, dear governor, let the good-
ies go round.

La s t  D e c e mb e r,  s o m e o n e  a s ke d 
yours sincerely if I thought the 
N i g e r i a n  e c o n o m y  w o u l d  r e -

b o u n d  t h i s  2 0 1 7 .  I  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y 
answered that it would be possible if 
government could tactically take some 
steps and look at some of its policies 
once again. The individual then said 
to me with an air of pessimism,  “those 
guys in Abuja are not radicals; the way 
things are going, it is as if no one is in 
charge of government at the federal 
level. The year 2016 ended on a sombre 
note. Poverty was everywhere.  Noth-
ing seems to be happening as far as 
governance is concerned”. 

One thing is very sure: Time lost can 
never be regained.  The present admin-
istration has lost so much time already 
and has dished out a negative version 
of CHANGE totally different from the 

electorate’s expectations. It would pay 
government a great deal to sit down 
and do self-appraisal in order to be in 
the right stead to frontally attack the 
multi-faceted problems pleaguing the 
country at the moment.  

We really want to see some action. 
The government has slept for too long, 
and it is high time it awoke from the 
slumber. 



Interview

Ibifiri A. C. Bobmanuel

H
ow do we identify you in 
the mix of the 2017 Port 
Harcourt International 
Tournament/Golden Jubi-
lee Polo Fiesta and Rivers 
Golden Jubilee celebration?

My friends, especially those in the polo 
world, call me Shehu, but my real name 
is Ibifiri A. C. Bobmanuel. I am the past 
president of Port Harcourt Polo Club, past 
national vice president of Nigerian Polo 
Federation, and currently tournament 
manager for the Port Harcourt Interna-
tional Polo Tournament, tagged the Golden 
Jubilee edition. This is because Rivers State 
is one of the few states that just turned 50 
years. I wear two hats now. On one hand I 
am the tournament manager of the Golden 
Jubilee edition of the Polo Tournament; on 
the other hand, I am the alternate chair-
man of the publicity subcommittee of the 
Rivers State Golden Jubilee Committee. It 
is quite interesting because many people 
know how passionate I am about the po-
tentials of Rivers State. That is why when 
the opportunity came for me to serve as 
the organizer of this year’s tournament, I 
did not hesitate.

I think Rivers State has huge potentials 
but our leaders are still to fathom where to 
start to harness it. I think we should show 
a clear-cut direction of where to start at 
this point.

The potentials on tourism are huge and 
we do not seem to look at it. Look at polo 
alone. Today, Argentina generates its high-
est foreign exchange and revenue from the 
simple game of polo. The people that come 
to Argentina to buy horses alone from 
around the world, plus those who come to 
watch the game are enormous. Look, Ar-
gentina has one of the best football teams 
in the world (including a player like Lionel 
Messi), but polo is still more followed or 
fancied than football.

Now, back home, look at Rivers State; it 
will blow your mind to know that the Port 
Harcourt Polo Club has the best facility in 
West Africa. What I think we need to do as 
a state is to promote and exploit this facil-
ity to its true potentials. It will amaze you 
how little effort could generate so much. 
Tourism does not mean you have to sink 
all your funds in it. No, you identify where 
the pressure points and strike there; then 
there will be a snowballing effect into a 
gigantic market. Now, we have organized a 
very successful tournament; we have been 
able to attract families, players, spectators, 
businesses, etc. We have been able to create 
a platform for synergy between families, 
businesses, investors, etc. Many people 
have come from around the world just to 
watch the fine game of polo. Emissaries and 
embassies were calling to arrange how to 
come and watch games. This has provided a 
bridge between different political leanings 
and groups. Yesterday (Tuesday, January 
10, 2017), after our club’s game which we 
won convincingly, the honourable minister 
of Aviation, Senator Hadi Sirika, mounted a 
horse and played; he won his match. Here 
is a scenario whereby you have a sitting 
governor who is in PDP and a minister from 
APC coming to play. At that point, there is 
no different identity but sportsmanship. 
After the game, the minister left the state 
back to his duty post in Abuja. We could 
use this simple game of polo to transform 
the narrative around us here in Rivers 
State and Niger Delta. That is what we are 
trying to do.

As far as this tournament is concerned, 

‘There’s huge, untapped tourism potential in Port 
Harcourt International Polo Tournament’

we have attracted at least 2,000 families 
to come every day. If you translate this to 
hotels they would book, nightlife activities, 
businesses, etc, it would be huge. You need 
to come at night and see there is no space 
for cars because it is jam-packed. These 
are the practical examples. It did not cost 
much to put all this together. That is why 
we must quickly thank the Rivers State 
government for making N8 million avail-
able to us to support the tournament. That 
is how far we got in terms of support; oth-
ers are by personal goodwill and our own 
contributions. If we could use that little to 
get this much result, we could do much in 
this region. What to do is to encourage this 
kind of organization. If we do that, tourism 
would come to stay. Tourism belongs to us 
here in the Niger Delta, especially Rivers 
State and Port Harcourt. This place is a 
tourism haven. That is basically the matter. 
The polo tournament is here for us to enjoy 
and we are inviting all our friends to come 
to PH and enjoy the beautiful game of kings 
and the king of games. The horses from all 
around the world are here. Some players 
went as far as Argentina just to prepare 
and to perfect their skills; they are here to 
unleash it; and it is showing. 

Could you mention some of the teams 
that are playing in the tournament?

We have the best polo players in Nige-
ria today playing here; the Buba brothers 
(Belo and Hamisu) are fortunately playing 
in my team (Bob Construction team). They 
distinguished themselves in the game and 
we won the game convincingly, 8-1. We 
have the Keffi Ponies of Senator Wadada 
who is here with his entire crew. You have 
the RISA team, the Fina team, the Sha-
bazz team, PH Skills Soft, Srata Base, PH 
Northbury, PH Witten Aviation, Trappco, 
Abuja YB Farms, Abuja Guard Rubicon, Ac-
quashield, Northern Oilfield, Studio 24, Air 
France, Kano Titans, Rivers Govt, Golden 
Tulip, Swiss Hotel, O.K.I & Sons, etc. It is 
fun all the way for another one week. We 
have something great happening in Rivers 
State. They are competing in TY Danjuma 
Cup, Governor’s Cup, President’s Cup, and 
Rowland Cookey-Gam Cup.

 
What about those coming from outside 

Nigeria, did they make it?
The South African team was having 

hiccups in visa office in Nigeria, something 
about stickers or something like that. We 
shifted some games till Saturday for them 
to play. We have the likes of Queen Al-
bert Esiri from the Abraka turf, the only 
private ranch in the Niger Delta with the 
likes of Daulu Baba who is an honourable 
ambassador to the Argentine Government, 
because of the amount of business he does 
with Argentina and their companies. He is 
coming in from Kaduna. We have a couple 
of ambassadors that are heading to Port 
Harcourt for the closing ceremony on Sat-
urday, January 14, 2017 (this is interview 
was conducted ahead of the tournament) 
and we were expecting the governor of 
Rivers State. We expected many VIPs from 
far and near to grace the occasion. It has 
been an important platform to showcase 
Rivers State again. 

How can you situate this tournament 
with the Rivers Golden Jubilee because 
we hear this is the kick-off of the golden 
jubilee celebration?

Well, these are two distinct and separate 
events despite my being prominent in both. 

We seized the opportunity to get the chair-
man (Ferdinand Alabraba) and alternate 
chairman (OCJ Okocha) to do the cutting of 
the golden jubilee cake to mark the opening 
or the flag-off of the processes of the state’s 
golden jubilee celebration. We can use that 
as the link-up to both of them. Because of 
the interest some of us do have, we strive 
to bring all of that together. Look, the idea 
behind the golden jubilee cannot be hijacked 
by one person. Only the state owns it, and 
the state consists of everybody, regardless of 
your origin, race, religion, tribe, or whatever. 
If you are in business in Rivers State, you 
have the right to claim it. I therefore expect 
individual companies and organizations to 
seize the opportunity to find an opening into 
the mix of this whole celebration. 

It is not easy for a state to come as far as 
Rivers State has come. From the publicity 
subcommittee angle, we are looking at how 
to draw every sector-player into this mix. 
When the Golden Jubilee logo is launched, 
it would be presented to the private sector 
and make them key into it and identify 
with the jubilee through products, items 
and whatever way. It is a celebration for 
every one of us. 

What is the level of response from the 

sponsors and are there records being bro-
ken or set in this tournament?

Well, the first record is that my team, 
Bobmanuel Construction Company, will 
win the cup. That is on a lighter note. The 
fact that we are having a golden jubilee 
tournament is a record. It is the first one. 
It is an opportunity to put Rivers State up. 
Everyone living in this state has a duty to 
identify with this. The kind of organization 
we put together this time, we have not had 
it this good. It is so well organized that you 
just need to come into the arena to appreci-
ate it. You will be impressed. 

What is your message to the city?
We had a lot of activities this year 

which was an opportunity to showcase 
the true tourism power of Rivers State. You 
would not want to be left out. On the field, 
we had the best skills, the best horses from 
around the world to thrill you.

Off the pitch, we had over 60 artistes 
to thrill spectators. Every night, we had 
performances. On the last day, Timaya 
was billed to entertain the crowd. We had 
60 different performances from day one. 
There was no dull moment, and the city 
people could not afford to miss it.

Ibifiri A. C. Bobmanuel is the tournament manager of the Port Harcourt International Polo Tournament 2017 as well as the president, 
Rivers Entrepreneurs and Investors Forum (REIF). In this interview with IGNATIUS CHUKWU, Bobmanuel opens up on what the Niger Delta 
is missing in the area of tourism and how polo can earn Nigeria huge foreign exchange as it does to Argentina. Excerpts:
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T
he debate on wheth-
er social media is 
good or evil might 
have been laid to 
rest, considering the 

fact that many good things are 
happening in Nigeria through 
the various social media plat-
forms. The kinds of craftsman-
ship and workmanship we get 
to see on these platforms are 
incredible as individuals ad-
vertise their unique goods and 
services, looking for prospec-
tive buyers/patronage. Out of 
these product awareness and a 
desire to rise against the miti-
gating factors in the country 
presently, arose the Made-In-
Nigeria Challenge, to shed the 
spotlight on such companies 
and individuals.

Abubakar Bukola Saraki; 
the Senate President, is at the 
fore front of promoting made 
in Nigeria products with his re-
cently launched the “Made-in-
Nigeria Challenge” -an offshoot 
of his campaign to stimulate 
public appeal for such products.

Basically, the aim of the 
“Challenge” is to encourage 
local manufacturers by giving 
them the necessary incentive 
and support to grow and com-
pete with their foreign coun-
terparts, explained Bamikole 
Omishore, special assistant to 
the Senate President on New 
Media.

With this initiative, Saraki 
is working towards getting a 
huge chunk of the N7 trillion 
budget into the pockets of Ni-
geria SMEs because “the 2017 
budget will help to stimulate 
the economy and give the #Ma-
deInNigeria initiative the back-
ing that it needs to survive”. “I 
doff my hat to Nigerians. From 
the #MadeInNigeriaChallenge 
initiative, I have seen #Made-
inNigeria transformers, bomb 
detectors, web apps among 
others.” Saraki posted on his 
twitter handle. In another post 
he said, “I will continue to put 
the full weight of my office 
behind #MadeInNigeria to en-
sure that Nigerian businesses 
continue to grow and thrive.”

 The campaign encourages 
Nigerians to send in a 45-sec-
ond to three-minute video 
promo of a product the coun-
try is currently importing but 
which they can produce with 
100 percent local content. For 
instance, local manufacturers 
of toothpick, canned tomato 
paste, fruit juice, textile, local 
technological implement or 
products which add value to 
agricultural products, just to 
mention a few, may enter for 

Made-In-Nigeria Challenge 
charting a path to greatness
MABEL DIMMA

the Challenge.
After receipt of the entries, a 

group of experts and industry 
operators put together by the 
Senate President are expected 
to review the videos and verify 
the claims therein. The short-
listed manufacturers will be 

invited to Abuja to showcase 
their products at a Made-In-
Nigeria fair that will be co-
hosted by civil society groups 
and some other development 
partners. This fair will also 
have in attendance guests from 
different government agencies 

and investors who will address 
participants on how to over-
come challenges and how to 
successfully run a Small and 
Medium Scale Enterprises. The 
diplomatic community, local 
and foreign media agencies - 
African Voices on CNN, CNBC 

- will be in attendance.
Entries have been pouring 

in showing what Nigerians 
are capable of doing, but have 
not had an opportunity to 
showcase or promote it. This is 
what the initiative is all about. 
“Bukola Saraki wants to help 
entrepreneurs and manufac-
turers who focus on #MadeIn-
Nigeria to get their products 
into government agencies,” said 
Omisore.

Responding to questions on 
number of entries, Omisore 
said, “We have received few 
hundreds so far; from Agricul-
ture value chain, manufactur-
ing such as alternate building 
materials, local technology 
addressing local issues with 
local solutions such as drones, 
and military equipments.”

Earlier in 2016,  Saraki 
pledged to support legislations 
that would make it mandatory 
for the government to patron-
ise local products. This promise 
made during his attendance 
at the Made-in-Aba Trade fair 
resulted in the passage of the 
amendments to the Public 
Procurement Act with a provi-
sion which compels Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs) to give preference to 
local manufacturers and sup-
pliers in all their procurements. 
The New Bill also increased 
mobilisation fee to contractors 
as well as shorten the number 
of days for a procurement 
process.

Also, while speaking with 
representatives of Manufactur-
ers of local products based in 
Aba led by Senator Enyinnaya 
Abaribe in his office in Febru-
ary 2016, Saraki remarked that 
some local products were more 
sophisticated than imported 
ones; hence every effort must 
be made to ensure such goods 
are patronised and that their 
manufacturers break even.

“This is the only way we can 
solve the problem of unem-
ployment and stop the growing 
army of aggrieved youths who 
pose danger to society. We can 
do it. We have the population 
which translates to a huge 
ready market. This is how we 
can genuinely help our people; 
the chairmen of our relevant 
committees are being put on 
notice to ensure that they 
focus their oversight on these 
areas. We must make sure that 
government agencies patronise 
Nigerian manufacturers. For 
example, the armed forces 
should be purchasing and us-
ing foot wears produced  in the 
various industries in Aba and 
other places”, he said.

Worthy of note is that after 
Saraki’s appeal to government 
agencies to patronise local 
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products, the army placed an 
order for 50, 000 pairs of Made-
in-Aba boots. In the same vein, 
the army ordered for armoured 
security vehicles from Innoson 
Vehicle Manufacturing (IVM) 
based in Nnewi. Also, the Ni-
gerian Air Force now has an 
agreement with IVM for the 
refurbishing of its aircraft.

Saraki is not relenting in his 
determination to promote local 
industries; in fact he desires 
that Nigerians take over the 
ownership of the advocacy 
campaign. The present Chal-
lenge is aimed at engaging and 
encouraging Nigerians who 
have an eye for local produc-
tion - goods that are ready 
substitute for imported ones 
and that can add value to the 
economy - in all spheres.

In this charge, in December 
2016, Saraki met with Sam 
Hart, leader of the delega-
tion of Made-in-Aba Manu-
facturers and also with Mr 
Velcroz, a local shoemaker. 
And for his steadfastness in 
promoting Nigerian goods, the 
Senate President was named 
#MadeInAba/#MadeInNigeria 
Ambassador.

The senate president is in-
terested in connecting more 
local manufacturers from Os-
ogbo, Kabba, Abeokuta, Ilorin, 
Mbaise and many other cities 
across the country with poten-
tial investors and government 
agencies.

“It remains a strange phe-
nomenon that Nigerians are 
crazy about foreign goods 
when the country is blessed 
with an array of raw materi-
als that can be converted to 
finished products; the local 
Adire and Kampala can replace 
the school uniforms of pupils 
in primary and secondary 
schools. There are different 
species of trees – so it is alarm-
ing that the country is import-
ing furniture, matches and 

toothpick. Again, we import 
starch when we have cassava 
in loads; we import tomato 
paste when our lands are good 
for growing tomato. And we 
import wooden doors when we 
have iroko, mahogany, obeche 
trees all over the country that 
can be used for the production 
of quality wooden doors- and 
these examples are endless,” 
lamented Omisore.

“With the official launch 
of the ‘Made-in-Nigeria Chal-
lenge’, which is a part of the 
Senate’s strategy to bring Ni-
gerians into the business of law 
making, more efforts will be 
channelled into ensuring that 
government agencies com-
ply with the newly amended 
Public Procurement Act, 2016. 
In this regard, the Senate will 
soon create a desk dedicated to 
making sure that the procure-

ment law is respected by all 
and that Nigerians can always 
contact this desk if they feel 
they have been unfairly treat-
ed by any government agency 
in its procurement process.

“Also, the newly inaugu-
rated Legislative Compliance 
Committee, which is the first 
of its kind in the history of the 
legislature in Nigeria, was cre-
ated to ensure all government 
agencies comply with the law 
and other resolutions of the 
Senate in an attempt to jump-
start the economy,” Omisore 
explained.

It is no longer a national 
or regional thing as the cam-
paign is now going beyond the 
shores of Nigeria as the Senate 
is poised to engage with rep-
resentatives of the European 
Union and other development 
agencies as well as partners to 

find ways of giving Nigerian 
farm produce access to Euro-
pean and UK markets.

“In a time when nations are 
moving towards self-reliance 
and total economic depen-
dence – as evident in Don-
ald Trump’s “Make America 
Great Again” campaign slogan 
- Saraki’s “Made-in-Nigeria” 
campaign is the antidote to 
Nigeria’s economic nightmare. 
It is also pertinent to mention 
that six months after the Sen-
ate passed the law to compel 
patronage for indigenous man-
ufacturers, outgoing U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama last month 
signed a policy which compels 
American armed forces to pur-
chase foot wears for her men 
and officers from only Ameri-
can companies located within 
American shores. Great minds 
think alike,” Omisore enthused.

It is a known fact that when 
Nigerians buy local goods, 
there will be a multiplier ef-
fect on the economy. The local 
industries will grow, increase 
their capacities and employ 
more people; thereby reducing 
Nigeria’s high unemployment 
rate. “This will increase our 
Gross Domestic Product, imbue 
international confidence in the 
economy, reenergise the local 
currency, encourage foreign 
investment in the economy 
and generally improve the 
standard of living of citizens,” 
he explained.

To add to this, the upper 
legislative chamber is aware 
that infrastructure is a key 
part to promoting local indus-
tries; hence it has amended 
the Railway Act to make room 
for private investors to par-
ticipate in the sector. Railways 
are essential not only for the 
movement of people, but also 
for the conveyance of goods 
to and from different parts of 
the country. The senate under 
Saraki is also looking at making 
viable legislations for other key 
infrastructure such as power to 
give local industries the elixir 
of growth and competitive-
ness.

 Already, Nigerians regard-
less of political divide or so-
cial class have embraced the 
initiative and it is expected to 
help change the orientation of 
Nigerians. In fact, this is a cam-
paign that may strengthen the 
level of patriotism and citizens’ 
loyalty to the country.

But will this initiative be a 
one-off thing?

“The Senate president is 
in the process of making this 
permanent by creating a Made-
In-Nigeria office to enable us 
conduct proper oversight func-
tions”, Omisore assures.
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Chris N. Onyegbule (PhD), a chartered tax practitioner, is the traditional ruler of Amangwo-Olokoro autono-
mous community, Umuahia South Local Government Area of Abia State. In this interview with our UDOKA 
AGWU, he speaks on the current economic recession in the country, how taxes could be utilized to the 
benefit of taxpayers, the need to encourage small-scale industries to grow the economy, among other na-
tional issues. Excerpts:

Interview

the smaller ones that feed them 
with raw materials; so that is the 
advantage of having small-scale 
industries all over the place. We 
are looking up to government for 
everything, which is not bad, but 
I think we should play our own 
part. If you go to the back of my 
house, I have a garden and a small 
poultry. This morning (the day of 
the interview) I have been there 
to water the plants,  especially 
the ‘ugu’ (pumpkin). By the time 
we are able to provide all these 
things for ourselves, the pressure 
on government will reduce. Even 
from such level of small-s cale 
businesses, people will be able to 
solve certain problems and gov-

industries  wil l  create  the op -
portunity for specialization and 
employment. And if they provide 
employment,  that means they 
contribute more to the develop-
ment of the economy. The im-
portance of employment is that 
you pay salaries and the people 
sp end the money, take care of 
themselves, pay school fees and 
all that, and at the national level, 
when you add all that (gains of 
having clusters of  small-s cale 
industries), you will see that the 
e c onomy is  mov ing.  If  p e ople 
are not employed, it means that 
the level of demand will be very 
low and it will affect every other 
thing. For the big companies, it is 

W
hat is your take 
on the current 
e c o n o m i c  r e -
cession in the 
country?

My first university degree is in 
Economics and if you study Eco-
nomics, one of the things you will 
learn is business cycle. We have 
the business cycle repeating itself 
for centuries, decades, and so on. 
You have a period of boom after 
which you will have a drought, a 
decline. Once it is there, there is 
no place to fall again, and then 
the human mind, the individual, 
because they want to survive, 
would become creative, looking 
for solutions on how to survive. 
That will lead to technological 
advancement, because you have 
to improve on how you do things 
to survive at that stage and all 
that add up to kick the economy 
out of drought. Of course, you 
need to have the right policies to 
encourage people. Just like what 
I said in my lecture, “Olokoro in 
the 21st Century: Prospects and 
Challenges in Development and 
Empowerment”, during the 2016 
maiden c onferenc e of Olokoro 
Professionals’ Forum. It is about 
technology now. 

You are already in the pit and 
you want to c ome out,  and s o 
you must be creative. As people 
deploy creativity, they find their 
way out of the drought; at that 
point in time you discover that 
you are at a higher level than 
where you were before because 
you have used technology to solve 
the problem. So it is just a cycle, a 
business cycle. 

The only thing is that govern-
ment through its  p ol icies  can 
manage it so that you don’t fall 
into the pit. Government tries to 
manage it and by the time you 
know it, it is inevitable. At times 
politicians politicize the whole 
thing, but business cycle is not a 
political concept, it is an economic 
concept.

 
Do you think the develop -

ment of clusters of small-scale 
industries is a way of boosting 
the economy and creating jobs?

D evelopment of  small-s cale 

‘To get out of recession, Nigeria should 
study how other countries did it’

ernment will generate revenue. It 
will not be a question of talking 
of the oil sector providing more 
than 80 percent, it will now be 
revers e d to the extent that 75 
p erc ent of  the revenue of the 
federation is contributed by the 
small-scale industries. It will also 
reduce crime rate because people 
have something to do. Though 
some will still take to crime, but 
many people will not be tempted 
to take to the criminal subsector 
of the e c onomy. So if  I  have a 
message for the people, I will say 
individuals should try as much 
as possible to be self-sustaining. 
The educational sector should be 
slightly restructured, especially 
the practical aspect of it, so that 
people can acquire entrepreneur-
ial skills, go to the universities, set 
up their own companies, and in 
so doing they will employ others. 
The question of having millions 
of people churned out of the uni-
versities without jobs will not be 
there anymore.

 
What is your advice to govern-

ment on economic policies for 
growth of small-scale industries?

We are drawing the attention 
of the government to that sector, 
so that they can come up with 
p olicies  that will  make small-
scale industries thrive. As a tax 
person, I know that there are lots 
of incentives for small-scale in-
dustries. I believe also that regu-
latory bodies like the Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Investment, 
among others will also have such 
incentives. All they need is to stir 
them up, since the oil sector has 
virtually crashed, though it may 
rise one day but the emphasis on 
it was misplaced; just one product 
– mono-cultural system – and it 
is not the best. It is not even that 
we were refining it here, in which 
case we would have had all the 
backwards and forward linkages 
and all that. We were refining 
it outside, so once you had any 
problem outside, it would affect 
everything and that is what has 
happened to us.

 
In your view, what is respon-

sible for Nigerians’ preference 

Daniel Aluko
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The importance of employment is that 
you pay salaries and the people spend the 

money, take care of themselves, pay school 
fees and all that, and at the national level, 

when you add all that (gains of having 
clusters of small-scale industries), you will 

see that the economy is moving
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for foreign products?
If you look at the population, 

I don’t think that the percentage 
that consumes foreign products 
is high. It is just that it provides a 
means for people to do business 
and take the hard-earned cur-
rency out of the country, but I 
am not sure that majority of the 
people consume foreign products. 
For example, here in Olokoro, how 
many people do that? I am just 
using here as a typical example; it 
may not be more than 10 percent, 
or don’t you think so? The foreign 
rice they are talking about, how 
many people eat it? It is only in 
the urban areas, and how many 
people live in the urban areas? 
Not up to 90 percent of Nigerians.

 
O n e  i s s u e  t h at  m ay  h i n d e r 

progress in producing made-in-
Nigeria goods is heavy taxation. 
Some manufacturers have been 
complaining. 

I think people are scared maybe 
because of the experience they 
had in the past, but the question 
is, why do you pay tax? It is com-
pulsory, to enable government 
provide social services and the 
infrastructure the people need. 
What they should be after is the 
issue of accountability. You have 
to be accountable. If we pay tax, 
you must provide those services 
and by providing them, the cost 
of production may even go down. 
Manufacturers shouldn’t actually 
be afraid of paying tax, what they 
should be asking for is that the 
proceeds from the tax collected be 
properly utilized. For example, if 
they have good roads, it is not just 
about making the journey faster; 
the wear and tear on vehicles will 
reduce also. 

So people shouldn’t be afraid 
of paying tax. People talk about 
too much tax here, but when you 
look at the indices you discover 
that in the whole world, Nigeria is 
one of the poorest in terms of tax 
compliance. It is not really true 
that we are paying heavy taxes. 
Tax is a very good linkage, but 
what happens and what we have 
here, when you compare the level 
of development here and the level 
of development in Western coun-
tries, you will find out that they 
pay more taxes and the proceeds 
are properly utilized. I think the 
real issue is utilizing the proceeds 
properly and this would motivate 
more people to pay. That is one 
aspect of it. The other aspect is 
ensuring that the taxpayers are 
enlightened. You must educate 
them properly as to what taxation 
is all about, why they should even 
pay tax and all that. 

It would be unfair that some 
people are paying, for example, 
workers and others are not pay-
ing. Compliance is also another 
issue. So you educate people and 
let them know what you will do 
with the money from the tax 

c olle ction,  let  them know the 
sanctions for non-payment and 
ensure strict compliance. That is 
actually what they call voluntary 
tax compliance. Abroad, people 
pay because they don’t have any 
option; if you don’t pay, the law 
catches up with you. It is not be-
cause they are more law-abiding 
than Nigerians; it is because they 
want to escape sanctions.

 
In your estimation, do state 

governments in the South-East 
geo-political zone spend tax pro-
ceeds judiciously?

I don’t want to be dragged into 
politics, although the whole thing 
we are talking about is political 
e c onomy. I  know that the low 
compliance level is a national is-

sue. I haven’t done a research to 
find out on a state-by-state basis 
to  know whether s ome states 
are doing better. The only thing 
I know from published records 
is that Lagos State is doing well 
in terms of tax collection. I do 
know that they have signage; for 
example, you will see roads and 
they will say “taxpayers’ money 
in  act ion”  and thos e  kinds  of 
things. That is the one I know 
about – I don’t want to bring it to 
geographical level.

 
What steps do you advise Ni-

geria to take in order to get out 
of economic recession?

In order to come out from this 
economic recession, we should 
improve on how we do things. 

Even when you are technologi-
cally advanced, it will get to a 
point when that particular tech-
nology cannot carry you,  and 
you just have to improve on it. 
For instance, some manufactur-
ers of soft drinks are using some 
technologies that are more than 
30 years old. It will get to a point 
where it can no longer sustain 
them, and all they can to do is to 
improve. There is also competi-
tion anyway; some other people 
are moving up and if you don’t 
move,  you will  have problems 
and your cost of production will 
be high, and then you won’t run 
profitably. That is why you find 
out that in most cases, the goods 
that are imported from techno-
logically advanced countries are 
cheaper, because it is about mass 
production. It is about technologi-
cally advanced means of produc-
tion, so they are cheaper. If you 
want to get out of recession, you 
must be creative, do things dif-
ferently that will improve your 
production process, and gradu-
ally you will get out of the pit. 
It may take time. I like to discuss 
recession from economic point of 
view. Recession is not something 
new; you have heard of recession 
in the last 100 years, the Great 
Depression and so on. So what we 
should even do is to study how 
the economies that survived it did 
it: simple, by improved means of 
production.

 
Do you think that over-reli-

ance on oil caused part of the 
problem?

I think because we had oil, we 
abandoned other sectors in terms 
of focus, but then, that is even a 
contradiction. If you look at the 
GDP, oil doesn’t contribute much, 
not as much as what we see all 
over the place; the agricultural 
sector contributes more. It’s just 
the emphasis on oil, because of 
the foreign exchange and maybe 
– I don’t know, I don’t have the 
facts – reinvesting and all that or 
increasing the local content so 
that most things done in the oil 
sector are done here, so that they 
impact on local industries, instead 
of refining and bringing back. You 
know, the mere act of refining 
it here will even create jobs. Of 
course, if you are refining here, 
you will have local suppliers. Just 
imagine how Umuahia was when 
Golden Guinea Brewery was func-
tioning. 

The mere fact that brewery 
workers were l iving here and 
there provided employment for 
s ome other p e ople –  cante ens 
all over the place, people were 
supplying either wheat or other 
grains. It was adding value here 
and there. If the oil sector too 
was structured in a manner that 
most of the things were derived 
and processed from here, things 
would have been different.

CHRIS N. ONYEGBULE
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Rethinking the purpose and practice 
of business regulation in Nigeria

T
owards the end of last 
year, I participated in 
two forums where the 
issue of regulation and 
ease of doing business 

in Nigeria came under review. In 
one of the events, I was saddled 
with the responsibility of discuss-
ing a paper by a well-respected 
professor of Law and Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria, Paul Idorni-
gie. The paper bordered on the 
legal and regulatory reforms to 
enhance the ease of doing busi-
ness in Nigeria. The forum had 
particular interest in media and 
the discussions weighed more 
towards outdoor advertising.

The Outdoor Advertising As-
sociation of Nigeria (OAAN) had 
a paper on the regulatory chal-
lenges in the industry. One fact 
that came out clearly from the 
papers and discussions is that 
businesses, especially the SMEs, 
feel emasculated by the various 
layers of regulations and regula-
tors they have to contend with in 
order to ply their lawful trades.

Participants had terrible tales 
of how they are made to pay 
all manner of fees for different 
licenses and permits with many 
of these payments being col-
lected in opaque manners. They 
complained about how most 
government agencies at the dif-
ferent levels of governance have 
come to equate regulation with 
revenue generation. This narra-
tive featured in the second forum 
where I was taking stakeholders 
through the provisions of the 
competition bill before the Na-
tional Assembly. The stakehold-
ers raised similar concerns about 
the multiplicity and untoward 
attitude of regulatory agencies.

My major takeaway from 
both forums is the need for a 
policy conversation around the 
purpose and practice of business 
regulation in Nigeria – if you like, 
towards a philosophy or policy 
of business regulation in Nigeria. 
We need to define what is the 
purpose of regulation and how 
do we carry out regulation? The 
present mantra of the govern-
ment of the day is improving the 
ease of doing business in Nigeria. 
Perhaps, a little highlight of Ni-
geria’s performance in different 

global rankings on doing business 
and economic competitive would 
help put the need in perspective. 
For the latest World Bank’s Doing 
Business Report for 2017, Nigeria 
ranked 169 out of 190 countries 
ranked globally (same as in 2016, 
except that the number of coun-
tries ranked in 2016 was 189); 
and 40th out of the 52 African 
countries. In the World Economic 
Forum Global Competitiveness 
Index for 2016/17, Nigeria ranked 
127 out of the 144 countries 
ranked. While the World Bank 
report focuses on the number of 
processes, documentation and 
costs associated with registering 
a business, obtaining permits, tax 
compliances, etc; the GCI focuses 
on the wider “set of institutions, 
policies, and factors that deter-
mine the level of productivity of 
an economy”, including educa-
tion, health, infrastructure, etc. 

It is obvious from the foregoing 
that Nigeria is performing poorly 
in terms of regulatory efficiency. 
But beyond these rankings, the 
daily reality of business people 
shows how unfriendly the busi-
ness environment in Nigeria is. 
This has grave consequences 
for productivity, employment 
and growth. A hostile business 
environment discourages invest-
ment – both domestic and foreign. 

It drives business to the informal 
sector with the attendant loss of 
revenue to government. It is in 
this context that we propose re-
evaluation of the principles and 
practice of regulation in Nigeria 
with the aim of fashioning out 
a new philosophy of business 
regulation.

Without delving deep into the 
ideological debate on whether 
and to what extent the gov-
ernment should intervene in 
economic activities, or what con-
stitutes the rationale for govern-
ment intervention in the form of 
regulation, I will just go ahead and 
make a few suggestions on how 
we can redefine the purpose and 
practice of business regulation. 
These suggestions are based on 
the understanding that markets 
do fail to deliver optimal value in 
certain circumstances, hence the 
need for some form of regulatory 
intervention.

Defining the purpose of busi-
ness regulation

The first step in this process 
would be to properly define the 
reason for business regulation. In 
this context, I would suggest that 
regulation is only important for 
the purpose of:

(a) Protecting the health and 
safety of citizens (and the envi-
ronment) – this would include 
regulations dealing with quality 
standards in food, drugs, chemi-
cals, machines, etc. Regulator 
that could fall under this head-
ing include National Agency for 
Foods, Drugs Administration 
and Control (NAFAC), Standard 
Organisation of Nigeria (SON), 
Consumer Protection Council 
(CPC) and other agencies at the 
national or sub-national levels 
performing similar functions;   

(b) Protecting citizens from 
economic exploitation by suppli-
ers of goods and services – this 
would include the work done 

by sector regulators in the areas 
of telecoms, electricity, banking 
and financial services, etc. also im-
portant are regulations towards 
preserving competition among 
suppliers in every market;

(c) Protecting certain industries 
from unfair import competition – 
this includes the use of measure 
such as import tariff, antidumping 
measure, etc.

(d) Protecting intellectual prop-
erty – through the application 
of regulations relating to trade 
marks, patents and designs, trade 
secrets, etc. 

(e) Protecting public morality 
and peace – such as film and music 
censorship, lottery and gaming 
regulations, etc

(f) Promoting access to es-
sential services by underserved 
communities – for example, regu-
lations in telecom sector for man-
datory universal access, etc.

It is instructive to note that I 
have not included revenue gen-
eration in this list. I shall return 
to the issue of revenue generation 
subsequently. 

Understanding the impact of 
regulations

The second point in this pro-
posed framework would be to 
entrench a system of understand-
ing the impact of proposed regula-
tions before they are introduced. 
This is where the concept of 
regulatory impact assessment 
(RIA) comes in handy. An RIA 
would help to lay out the cost and 
benefits of a proposed regulation 
with a view to optimising benefits 
and mitigating losses. Costs and 
benefits are not just in monetary 
terms but in terms of the factors 
listed in point (1) above. Also 
costs and benefits could accrue 
to different actors in the economy 
such as individuals, households or 
governments. These would have 
to be carefully considered. This 
tool is already well developed 

and used by a number of coun-
tries especially among the OECD 
members.

RIA can be used both before 
the introduction of a regulation 
and during the implementation 
– as a monitoring tool. Nigeria 
has had the uncanny experience 
of having regulations without a 
periodic review of their impacts 
on businesses or the citizens. This 
is most true in the area restrictive 
trade policy measures used to pro-
mote domestic industries. Sadly, 
these policies hardly come with 
any performance conditions or 
specific duration of implementa-
tion. The result is that resources 
are allocated without any com-
mensurate impact on the econo-
my and welfare of citizens. Worse 
still, the protected industries 
hardly attain competitiveness. 

How many regulators do we 
need for a given issue?

We need to move towards 
rationalisation of regulatory 
agencies and their mandates. A 
situation where regulatory agen-
cies have overlapping mandates 
makes it more burdensome for 
businesses to comply with regula-
tions. Addressing this issue may 
mean amending some laws to bet-
ter define mandates of agencies. 
We also face the peculiar situa-
tion where our federal constitu-
tion makes room for concurrent 
exercise of legislative powers by 
the different tiers of government.

The solution here would be 
to try and achieve some com-
mon standards to be applied by 
the sub-national governments 
in their own jurisdiction. We 
have that in the area of drivers 
and motor licensing at the mo-
ment, using the Joint Tax Board 
to cater for the revenue side and 
the Federal Road Safety Commis-
sion to cater for the production. 
We can explore this in areas of 
processes and fees for construc-
tion permits, business premises 
registration, etc. A harmonised 
standard would ensure that each 
state or local government is held 
up to the highest standard.      

Recognising the role and in-
terest of different stakeholders 
in developing and implementing 
regulations

The practice of simply pushing 
out regulations and demanding 
compliance is at best undemocrat-
ic. Unfortunately, this is a surviv-
ing relic of our history of military 
rule. Global best practices demand 
that all relevant stakeholders be 
consulted in the process of de-
veloping regulations. The value of 
this practice is that the interest of 
all stakeholders is considered and 
effort made to accommodate all. 
Also, the government can gain 
insights from the expertise or 
even practical challenges of the 
different stakeholders groups.

Perhaps, worse than not con-
sulting any stakeholder is the 
practice where the government 

Leonard o. Ugbajah

Continues on page 31
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Rethinking the purpose ...

J
aiz Takaful has 
rolled out first-
of-its-kind in-
surance prod-
ucts intended 

to share profits with 
participants/clients.

Takaful is an Islam-
ic insurance concept 
based on the Islamic 
principle of Taawun 
k n o w n  a s  mu t u a l 
benefits. Takaful sub-
scribers have a bond 
among themselves as 
participants who agree 
to jointly indemnify 
the loss or damage that 
may inflict upon any of 
them out of the funds 
or contribution pool. 
Most importantly, at 
the end of a business 
year, any profit made 
under Takaful will be 
proportionately shared 
among its participants 
and shareholders in 
relation to the scale of 
their investment.

The contract of Taka-
ful as a business ven-
ture is based on the 
Islamic profit-sharing 
of Al-Mudarabah prin-
ciple. Subscribers of 
Takaful shall be en-
titled to share profits on 

the dynamics in the 
insuranc e industry 
w h e re  i n d i v i d u a l s 
who were hitherto 
very skeptical about 
the conventional in-
s u ra n c e  n ow h ave 
Takaful as an alterna-
tive which in addition 
to a speedy settlement 
of claims, distribute 
profit to participant at 
the end of the year.

Momodu Musa Joof, 
MD/CEO of Jaiz Taka-
ful Insurance, said that 
their products are in-
spired by the need for 
customers to benefit 
from the contributions 
they pay as policyhold-
ers. He added that the 
concept is very trans-
parent and practical. 
“Takaful has come to 
address all the objec-
tionable about conven-
tional insurance (Riba, 
Interest, Maysir,” Joof 
said.

According to him, 
Jaiz Takaful Insurance 
is a public limited liabil-
ity company registered 
with Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC) and 
regulated by National 
Insurance Commission 

(NAICOM). It is among 
the first full-fledged 
Takaful insurance pro-
viders in Nigeria which 
are shariah-compliant 
and it is now open 
for business to Mus-
lims and non-Muslims 
across Nigeria and be-
yond.

“Our General Taka-
ful insurance products 
include Motor Takaful: 
(Comprehensive, Third 
party, Fire & Theft and 
Third Party only); Fire 
and Miscellaneous ac-
cident Takaful: (Fire 
& Allied Peril, Bur-
glary , All risks, Fidel-
ity Guaranty,  Public 
liability, Group per-
sonal accident, Goods 
i n  t ra n s i t ,  M o n e y 
Takaful,  Professional 
indemnity);others are 
Engineering Takaful: 
(Contractor’s plant and 
machinery Contrac-
tor’s all risk, Machinery 
breakdown, Electronic 
equipment, Erection all 
risk); Marine Takaful: 
(Marine Cargo & Hull) 
and Family (Life) Taka-
ful: (Group, Individual, 
Education Plan),” he 
explained.

Jaiz Takaful unveils profit-sharing 
insurance concept in Nigeria

Momodu Musa Joof, MD/CEO of Jaiz Takaful Insurance

consults some segments 
of the stakeholders and 
ignores other. For example, 
a policy on increase of im-
port tariff that only takes 
into account the position 
of manufacturers of the 
finished product while ig-
noring the position of those 
manufacturers that use the 
product as an input is faulty 
from design. This is also 
true where the policy goes 
ahead to ignore the position 
of consumers who may 
have to pay more for the 
products. While the manu-
factures of the finished 
products would benefit 
from the added protection 
availed by the increased 
tariff, those who used the 
product as input would 
incur most cost in their 
production. Similarly, the 
consumers would pay more 
for the finished products. 

Equally important is 
the role of stakeholders in 
the implementation. There 
should be a mechanism for 
stakeholders to provide 
regular feedbacks on the 

implementation of regula-
tions. 

What should be the 
relationship between 
business regulation and 
revenue generation?

Perhaps, this is the hard-
est part of this framework. 
At the moment, most gov-
ernments at different lev-
els seem to equate business 
regulation with revenue 
generation. When they 
talk about internally gen-
erated revenue (IGR) es-
pecially at the state and 
local government levels, 
what comes to mind is 
how to get more money 
from business licenses and 
permits. I want to suggest, 
however, that government 
should rather focus on 
encouraging businesses 
by providing seamless ser-
vices whether in terms 
of licenses and permits, 
infrastructure, etc. but this 
presents us with the ques-
tion of how government 
services should be funded. 
To this, I would answer: 
TAXES. The issue here is: 
should government ex-
tract the maximum fees 

Continued from page 30

Ibrahim Idris, I-G (l) being assisted by Shuaibu Gambo, DIG in-charge of the department of finance and* administration, (r), to decorate Don Awunah, with his 
new rank of CP, during the decoration of newly promoted senior police officers at the Force Headquarters in Abuja.

from business at the stage 
they are setting up (ex 
ante) or expanding their 
investments or assist busi-
ness to flourish and then 
recover the cost of regula-
tion through corporate and 
personal income taxes (ex 
post)? I call this the egg and 

contributions paid in 
consideration for their 
participation in Takaful 
products provided by 

Jaiz Takaful Insurance 
Plc subject to declara-
tion of profit at the end 
of the financial year.

The organisation 
expressed the opti-
mism that Takaful op-
erations would change 

chicken dilemma in busi-
ness regulation. Should 
the government eat the 
egg at the onset or nurture 
the egg to develop into 
chicken?  

The whole idea about 
improving business en-
vironment which has 

b e c ome a top agenda 
for most governments 
around the world is about 
attracting investment 
to create more value in 
the domestic economy. 
Also where government 
relies on ex post taxation 
for revenue, it has more 

incentive to ensure that 
businesses survive. We 
can’t say the same about 
the different levels of gov-
ernment in Nigeria today.

 Ugbajah is an Abuja-
based lawyer working in the 
area of trade and economic 
regulation.
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Fund our research institutes, please!

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

O
n e  a r e a  w h e r e 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari-
led administration 
should reverse the 

ugly trend of institutional neglect 
and decay is that of the country’s 
research institutes. With Nigeria’s 
Vision 20-2020  in the doldrums, it 
is pertinent to point out that for it 
to succeed, far reaching scientific 
researches must be taken more 
seriously. To do that our research 
institutes, most of which are under 
the Federal Ministry of Science 
and Technology have to be well-
funded with prompt release of 
needed grants to provide the 
enabling infrastructure and breed 
a crop of competent manpower 
as the engine room  to drive the 
much-touted vision. 

Of equal significance is the 
need for them to form a workable 
synergy with the organized 
manufacturing sector through the 
Ministry of Trade and Commerce to 
mass produce their findings. That 
done, there would be a multiplier 
effect  and value chain on job 
creation, availability of qualitative 
and yet affordable products to the 

end users. Unfortunately, most of 
our research findings and products  
are today stalled at the pilot stage.

Unlike Malaysia, whose model 
of Vision 20-2020 we adopted 
most of our research institutes 
are  bedeviled with a plethora of 
institutional problems that could 
undermine the nation’s march to 
the global space of reckoning in 
the field of science and technology. 
These include the persisting 
decrepit infrastructure, inadequate 
funding, absence of a holistic data 
to capture at a glance most of such 
findings, the stage at which they 
are and their commercial viability. 
The same ugly scenario has played 
itself out in most faculties of science 
and technology or the universities 
of agriculture spread across the 
country. We cannot afford to tread 
this path of government’s criminal 
neglect of a sector vital to the 
economic growth of the country, 
much in need of diversifying its 
revenue base from the mono-
product of oil.

T h at  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , 
remarkable achievements have 
been recorded  by some of the 
nation’s research institutes, no 
thanks to the indomitable and 
irrepressible spirit of the average 
Nigerian in the face of daunting 
odds. One of the most inspiring 
examples is the Federal Institute of 
Industrial Research, Oshodi(FIIRO).
It came into being as an idea of an 
economic mission to Nigeria back 
in 1953 by the World Bank. The 
mission’s observation was that 
industrial research activities in 
the country were diffused and 
uncoordinated, lacking a definite 
direction ,more like a rudderless 
ship in a storm-tossed sea.

The broad mandate is to assist in 
accelerating the industrialization 
of the nation’s economy through 
funding utlisation for the 
country’s vast but largely wasting 
raw materials, and upgrading of 

indigenous production techniques. 
I t s  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n c l u d e 
Administration, Finance and 
Supplies, Biotechnology, Chemical, 
Fibre  and Env ironmental 
Technology. Others include 
Food and Analytical Services, 
Planning, Technology Transfer 
and Information Management as 
well as the Project Development 
and Design.

In spite of  the obvious 
constraints the fecund minds 
at FIIRO have over the years 
innovated and invented products 
in the areas of food, drinks, 
industrial raw materials, essential 
oils, cosmetic and soap production, 
in addition to services in the fields 
of engineering, textiles testing, 
Consultancy and Counselling. 
These include the popular 
mechanized cassava processing 
into fufu, lafun, starch, garri and 
soy-garri. Others in the food sector 
are the production of soy dadawa 
from soybean, banana and 
plantain flours and the 10 percent 
cassava-wheat composite bread 
and confectionery production.

Amongst the drinks are the 
bottling and preservation of 
palm wine to extended the shelf 
life, something many thought 
impossible. There is the distillation 
of potable alcohol, preservation 
of Zobrodo drink and that of 
Kunuzaki. In a similar vein the 
industrial raw materials include 
sorghum malt production, textile 
starch from cassava, gums from 
Gum Arabic, alcohol from cassava 
peels, animal feed from cassava, 
fibre board from wood and non-
wood particles, pottery and 
ceramics production and Plaster 
of Paris(POP).

Similarly, flavouring and 
perfumery extracts from plants, 
body, hair pomade, laundry 
and toilet soaps and traditional 
black soap are not left out. In 
the engineering department 

are the design and fabrication 
of equipment and machinery, 
machining of spare parts, glass 
blowing and electroplating of 
metals.

Yet, despite this exemplary 
display of the creative ingenuity 
of these selfless Nigerians fellow 
citizens still continue to massively 
import at exorbitant costs products 
we can conveniently produce 
locally at minimum strain to their 
pockets.

The story is no less cheering 
at the Cocoa Research Institute 
o f  N i g e r i a (C R I N ) ,  I b a d a n . 
Established as far back as 
1964 and despite decades of 
government’s utter neglect great 
scientists there have defied the 
mind-bending circumstances 
to record meaningful, ground-
braking cocoa-based products. 
At its inception its mandate was 
on cocoa alone, with regards to 
breeding, agronomy, pathology, 
pest and disease control. But it 
has since expanded its research 
frontiers to include cash crops such 
as kola nut, coffee, cashew and tea.

Ordinarily, a citadel of great 
knowledge such as CRIN should be 
well0-funded.But it is not. What 
with a library left in dusty decay 
for decades, epileptic power supply 
and of course research grants that 
are few and far between. That 
notwithstanding, reports have it 
that some of their highly dedicated 
staff have had to use their personal 
funds to update their knowledge 
in and outside the country.
For instance, it is noteworthy 
that CRIN has through it s self-
created END-USE-RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT embarked on the 
marketing of its valuable products. 
This unit has the responsibility of 
developing various products from 
five afore-mentioned mandate 
crops.

There are over 20 products 
of CRIN now being pushed in 

an aggressive marketing drive 
to the end-users by themselves 
instead of handing them over to 
the National Extension Service. 
Amongst the brands are wine, soy-
choco, poultry feeds and cocoa 
beverages. Indeed, soy-coco, one of 
its most nutritious products made 
from soybean milk and cocoa 
come in different flavours of milk, 
kola, coffee or cashew.

The unique attribute of soy-
choco is that the flavours are 
produced manually and sold in 
small units, at affordable prices 
locally. Another area of scientific 
breakthrough is that of wine 
processing. CRIN has so far 
developed tea wine, kola wine and 
cashew wine all of which have 
appealing flavours and taste. The 
brains behind the product were 
so confident of what they have on 
their hands that they wasted no 
time in requesting for NAFDAC 
Registration. They also contacted 
foreign experts to bring machines 
to ease processing.

In addition, CRIN scientists 
developed choco-garri some six 
years ago, meant to add nutritive 
value to the carbohydrate-rich 
staple food which is one of 
Nigeria’s favourites. This can be 
taken cold  and not prepared with 
hot water like garri.

The agony of  al l  thes e 
astounding breakthroughs is that 
the proposed end users are largely 
ignorant that their fellow citizens 
have produced such nutritious 
products that would have been 
made available at affordable cost. 
CRIN therefore, needs state-of-
the-art facilities to quicken such 
processes as fermentation, drying, 
roasting, tempering, conchinging 
and wrapping of the chocolate 
bars

H
ome ownership is the 
dream of everyone. This 
dream becomes more 
pronounced each time 

your annual rent is tickling out 
and the harsh reality of another 
rent payment stares you in the 
face. You are then left to ruminate 
in the aspiration of personal home 
ownership which is expected to 
emancipate you from the grip of 
(sometimes shylock) landlords who 
have over the years devised neck-
gripping tactics of managing their 
various Properties. Not even the 
various Tenancy Legislations by 
states have served as enough deter-
rents to emasculate some of these 
sharp practices. As my friend and 
colleague would say always; head 
or tail, when the chips are down, 
the Landlord wins! Today, I won’t 
dwell much on this as the business 
of the day needs as much energy.

No doubt there is a global eco-
nomic crunch. It is also no news 
that the Nigerian Economy is even 
in a deeper state of instability called 

RECESSION. This has aptly incapac-
itated the citizens’ ability to deliver 
in most fundamental responsibili-
ties to their dependants. The situ-
ation is even more frustrating as it 
appears the current government 
has not been able to effectively 
martial a water tight economic 
plan to paddle the Economy out 
of this troubled ocean. Instead; 
various government Agencies and 
appointees have kept on inundating 
helpless Nigerians with the obvious 
reasons that got us down this very 
unsavory economic state without 
equally advancing strategies that 
are sure to reverse the ugly trend. 
It was widely reported of late that 
in a forum, the President; General 
Buhari had to scream to high heav-
ens that he is not Lai Muhammad. 
An obvious pointer to the fact that 
the Commander-in-Chief himself 
is beginning to get uncomfortable 
with the very comical ways the 
‘Masquerade-enterprise’ advocacy 
minister handles the Information 
Ministry and the statement sum-

mersault of the baba. Again, this 
still is not the crux of today. Just 
that we can’t really have a good 
comprehension of the Matter for 
consideration if a mention is not 
made of some of these dramatic 
personae that have rather deepen 
our loss of faith in the system than 
otherwise.

Before the advent of this so 
much talked about Economic Reces-
sion, Home Ownership was not a 
tea-party. It was a huge economic 
burden to embark on Housing 
projects. Those who were involved 
either were doing so at the expense 
of the basic family comfort or were 
able to smartly augment their 
income sources to so achieve the 
insurmountable task of building 
their houses of choices. Landlords 
knew this and they didn’t spare 
a moment in cashing into this to 
manage their various properties.

At this time of Economic Reces-
sion, when even average Nigerians 
can hardly afford the least basic 
needs for  their families; Housing 

ownership has become a mission 
impossible for the common man 
except one avails himself of very 
sterling information that are sup-
portive of realizing such ambition 
of Home ownership. However, 
since Housing is a necessity and 
not a luxury to man, it is therefore 
not an option not to own one or at 
least live in one. It is important to 
note that; deciding against all odds 
to own one even at this challenging 
time is a decision that must be made 
by everyone who has a basic under-
standing of elementary accounting. 
This is where inbvesting in Real 
Estate is the best decision to make!
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F
or those that would 
love to learn the ru-
diments of writing 
a good and compre-

hensive business plan; here 
are the steps

Business plan -
Executive Summary
•Vision and Strategy
•Business Description
•Your Customers
•The Market Place
•Marketing and Sales
•The Team
•Operations and Infra-

structure
•Legal
•Financial and Funding. 
- Action  Planning.
Let’s get into this details 

and discuss, before I would 
elaborate the various steps,  
application and use.

How many of us have 
wondered why the banks 
and notable investors in 
Nigeria have refused to deal 
with startups, and why it 
has remained a myth for the 
MSMEs to grow beyond the 
one man-business status, 
and to really to get into  big 
time businesses. 

Banks  and any notable 
investor is into serious  busi-
ness and has several options 
for their funds;  so they are 
not guided by hearsay, opin-
ions, sentiments or emo-
tions when putting they 
money into any venture 
or business activity.  The 
gronium or standard rule is 
to be well guided and follow 
well tested principles and 

data . If you have no facts to 
substantiate your requests 
and claims,  then your ap-
plication will be relegated to 
the bin.  This could be why 
all those your proposals 
and requests to the banks, 
etcetera have refused to 
yeild fruit, even those your 
requests to uncles and the 
likes. 

Ask yourself, if someone 
should come to you and 
demand to see your busi-
ness records, what have you 
got to present.  What if an 
investor shows up with an 
interest in your business,  
or a big time supplier or an 
associate comes along,  what 
transactional story of your 
business or the road map  of 
your enterprise have you 
got to show.

There are things we need 
to understand and get right 
before getting into the art of 
business writing - because 
they are predicated upon 
those things. You must un-
derstand the enormity of 
the importance of business 
writing , especially a busi-
ness plan and feasibility 
studies to know why you  
must have it first sorted 
out before getting into that 
business of yours, and if you 
are already operating the 
business, you need to under-
stand why a well written 
and mapped out plan for 
that business is needed, and 
why you have to quickly 
prepare one immediately in 
order to  get your bearings 

Business writing for entrepreneurs - part 1
right (you can contact me 
for the writing of your busi-
ness plan, feasibility studies, 
etcetera)

You must understand 
that your credit worthiness, 
investment adequacy and 
credit supplies are based on 
how much your business is 
well structured and work-
ing a planned rope.

Here is a model of credit 
worthiness measurement: 
The Three C’s of Credit

Character: refers to how 
a person has handled past 
debt obligations: From the 
credit history and personal 
background, honesty and 
reliability of the borrower 
to pay credit debts is deter-
mined.

Capacity: refers to how 
much debt a borrower can 
comfortably handle. Income 
streams are analyzed and 
any legal obligations looked 
into, which could interfere 
in repayment.

Capital: refers to current 
available assets of the bor-
rower, such as real estate, 
savings or investment that 
could be used to repay debt 
if income should be unavail-
able. 

CAMEL is a tool some-
times used for assessing 
credit-worthiness of a bor-
rower. CAMEL refers to

Capital  Assets Manage-
ment  Equity Liquidity. 

Must one have a business 
plan and conduct a feasibili-
ty studies before getting into 
any business? My sincere 

Okey Onyema
Grace Dominion 
Outreach, Lagos.
No: 08130100850
oke y.onyema@yahoo.
co.uk

ExCEllEnt 
lifEWhat are the beѕt 

investment op-
portunities in 
Nigeria? Are 

you in search for small busi-
ness ideas in Nigeria? Then 
read on as I share with you 
a detailed list of some fast-
est growing small business 
opportunities in Nigeria for 
the moment.

For quite some time now, 
my email box has been filled 
with request from fellow 
Nigerian entrepreneurs ask-
ing for the fastest growing 
business opportunities in 
Nigeria which thеу саn invest 
in. Bеfоrе I proceed with аnу 
detailed explanation, I wаnt 
tо state сlеаrlу thаt thеrе аrе 
untapped small scale busi-
ness opportunities in еvеrу 
industry bоth in Nigeria аnd 

аll оvеr thе world; уоu juѕt 
nееd tо dig deeper tо find 
ѕuсh niches.

Nоw, fоr those reading 
my piece for the first time, I 
think it iѕ important to intro-
duce mуѕеlf briefly. I аm аn 
entrepreneurship consultant, 
small business expert and 
financial adviser to small 
business owners and startups, 
with a passion for sharing 
knowledge аnd learning frоm 
others.

Whilе thеrе аrе untapped 
business opportunities in 
еvеrу industry, thiѕ article 
will bе pointing оut thе fast-
est growing business op-
portunities in Nigeria. If уоu 
аrе non-Nigerian оr you are 
a Nigerian in the Diaspora 
wishing tо start a business in 
Nigeria; thеn уоu will find 
thiѕ list оf fastest growing 
business opportunities in 
Nigeria vеrу useful.

A lot оf things hаvе bееn 
ѕаid аbоut Nigeria аnd the 
harsh business terrain. If 
уоu аrе a non-Nigerian en-
trepreneur оr a Nigerian in 
the Diaspora; thеn thiѕ iѕ 
mу tаkе аbоut starting оr 
dоing business in Nigeria. 
If уоu аrе аn experienced 
serial entrepreneur оr аn 
entrepreneur with guts; thеn 
уоu ѕhоuld knоw thаt оnе оf 
thе bеѕt places tо invest уоur 
money аnd build a business 
iѕ in a developing economy.

Nigeria iѕ a developing 
country аnd оnе оf thе bеѕt 
places tо invest оr build a 
business. Thоugh thе risk iѕ 
high, ѕо iѕ thе reward. Likе 
I said; if уоu аrе аn entre-
preneur with guts tо tаkе 
оn business challenges likе 
Richard Branson; thеn thiѕ 
article iѕ fоr you. If уоu аrе 
hungry fоr entrepreneurial 
ideas аnd information; thеn 
sit back, grab a cup оf coffee 
аnd rеаd оn аѕ I present уоu 
a detailed list оf some of the 
fastest growing small busi-
ness ideas аnd opportunities 
in Nigeria.

Bеfоrе listing thе fastest 

growing business opportuni-
ties in Nigeria; lеt mе tеll 
уоu hоw I саmе аbоut thiѕ 
list. Sоmеtimе ago, I handed 
оut a task tо ѕоmе members 
оf mу strategic business 
team tо research аnd come 
up with a detailed report оn 
thе fastest growing business 
opportunities in Nigeria with 
moderate risk аnd strong 
profit potential within a 
defined timе frame. Aftеr 
ѕеvеrаl weeks оf painstaking 
research, mу team reported 
back with аn in-depth list 
of a number of hot business 
opportunities in Nigeria fоr 
the moment.

For organisation with a 
strategic diversification plan, 
wе аrе lооking аt thе vаriоuѕ 
options оf business oppor-
tunities available. While I 
аm nоt gоing tо tеll уоu thе 
specific industry I will bе 
breaking into; I аm gоing tо 
share with уоu a short extract 
frоm mу list оf some of the 
fastest growing business 
opportunities in Nigeria, 
according to the research.

Whаt if you don’t hаvе 
thе money оr capital tо start 
a business: Nоw I knоw Ni-
gerians аrе enterprising аnd 
industrious, but thе inabil-
ity tо access thе nесеѕѕаrу 
funds оr capital iѕ whаt iѕ 
holding back mоѕt Nigeri-
ans. Thе last administration 
wеnt a step ahead tо initiate 
a programme called “You-
Win” аnd tо bе sincere, I 
rеаllу laud that proactive 
measure and would wish 
more programmes in that 
direction from the present 
government. But YouWin 
and such programmes can’t 
finance everybody’s busi-
ness; уоu muѕt learn tо 
raise money оn уоur оwn 
withоut gоing tо thе bank.

Next week, we shall be 
revealing more of these rare 
business opportunities in 
our environment. Call, send 
an SMS, or contact me on 
WhatsApp for more details 
and training opportunities.

Fastest growing small 
business opportunities in 
Nigeria at the moment 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
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answer is YES , because no 
matter how sure you are of 
yourself, your experiences 
and competence, Nobody 
will follow you if you are 
not certain of your destina-
tion and the road leading to 
that point.

Don’t expect any in-
vestment or credit from 
anybody without a clear 
display of your business 
journey, a good structuring 
and a lay out of its processes. 

We would continue 
with this article next week 
as we discuss further, how-
ever you can contact me for 
busness advisory services 
and training - send me a 
message via WhatsApp or 
SMS.. 

Business & spirituality

A 
lot of people in-
volved in business 
see business as be-
ing only physical 
and has no iota of 

spirituality. For them, such an 
idea or notion is a fallacy.

Can anyone/anybody 
blame them? Of course not! 
All their lives, the process, 
procedure and activities that 
gave birth to that business are 
physical.

They have always inter-
acted with physical people 
that have flesh and blood, 
their day to day activities 
revolve around what you can 
call Physical (ity).

The business is so physical 
that you can never recognise 
or associate any form of spiri-
tuality to it. Physical Custom-
ers, Physical Cash, Tangible 
(Physical) Office.

All of these would make 
it truly difficult for anybody 
to even think Business is 
Spiritual.

To adequately understand 

this, we must return back to 
the beginning, though our 
birth is physical, our concep-
tion is spiritual. What we do, 
how we do what we do is 
physical but the life inside of 
us is Spiritual.

If it is true that our con-
ception is spiritual, it means 
that the source of our life is 
spiritual. The ideas, thoughts, 
behaviours that supersede 
the birth of any business have 
their origin in Spirituality. For 
you to recognise an idea or 
concept it has to be birthed 
otherwise, it remains in the 
realm where it emanates – 
spiritual realm.

Every time we fail to walk 
in the light of this truth, it is 
not likely we would make 
good success of our endeavors 
(business).

As a believer, it is this un-
derstanding and its applica-
tion that is your advantage in 
the market place aside what 
you can relate to as physical.

At times, we have allowed 
ourselves to be deceived that 
because others that are in 
business do not call the name 
of our God it means they are 
not spiritual. What a fallacy! 
Let me explode the bomb in 
your face right here, they 
may be more spiritual than 
you are!

They are more in tune 
with what is happening in 
the realm of the spirit than 
you are. Their godfathers are 
either tucked in one village 
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or the other; they traverse 
mountains and hills in the 
dead of the night.

They are usually found in 
one fraternity or the other; 
they have dues they pay for 
appeasement.

I wonder who they are 
appeasing.

“Scriptures says that my 
people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge”, little wonder 
why we have never com-
manded as much result as the 
people of old, even though 
theirs was a fading glory.

Abraham b e came s o 
wealthy because of his alle-
giance, association with the 
God of all Spirituality and it 
was recorded that he was rich 
in gold, silver, cattle, etc.

Isaac received instruction 
from the realm of the Spirit 
and he sowed in the land 
that same year he reaped an 
hundred fold.

Jacob was consigned to a 
life of slavery for the rest of 
his life until Spiritual insight 
brought about his deliverance 
from the hands of Laban his 
father-in-law.

What can we say about Jo-
seph? His destiny was dead on 
arrival, perfectly orchestrated 
to die a prisoner until the 
power of the Spirit delivered 
and lifted him far above his 
enemies.

Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego were fugitives 
in another man’s land; their 
mainstay was the power of 

the Spirit. Who would have 
believed that a 17-year-old 
teenager on a suicide mission 
would achieve the unthink-
able, and yet he resolved na-
tional problem through the 
agency of the power of the 
Spirit?

If anything about what the 
scripture says about men and 
women that waxed valiantly 
during their time is worth go-
ing by, then we set ourselves 
up for a huge fail/fall in the 
market place if we do less.

Scriptures say that the 
people that would reign, rule 
or overcome are people who 
know who their God is. They 
know that their God is the 
source of their strength in the 
market place.

Their reliance, trust, hope, 
and help come from Him;  
there is that understand-
ing that without the God of 
the realm of the Spirit their 
Apollo can water, their Paul 
can plant but all is equal to 
zero as no one can give the 
necessary increase.

Until we come to the reali-
sation of the role that Spiritual-
ity plays both in our lives and 
in the market place, we are 
likely going to perform less 
than we are destined to and 
we would not be able to make 
impact for the kingdom of God.

Allow the power of the 
Spirit to help you so that your 
name can be written on the 
sands of time.

Remain Blessed.

spiritonomiCs
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N
igerians have lived 
with poor infra-
structure for many 
years. This has not 
assisted Nigeria’s 

internal branding efforts. As it 
is, if good planning is not im-
mediately put in place, those 
infrastructures such as roads, 
electricity, water supply and 
railway systems would remain 
epileptic for more generations 
of Nigerians with its attendant 
consequence on Nigeria’s im-
age.

 Take for instance, out of 
N7 trillion (about $22.9 billion) 
proposed 2017 budget, N2.24 
trillion (about $7.2 billion) was 
allocated for capital projects. 
This is about 30.7 percent of the 
total budget. This, according to 
experts is not enough to address 
the infrastructure deficit on 
yearly basis. Finance experts 
have repeatedly said that the 
nation currently needs $14 bil-
lion (about 4.27 trillion) annual 
investment in its infrastructure 
facilities. 

With current spending of 
about 31 percent on infrastruc-
ture on annual basis to create 
improvement, which is very 
low, it is expected that the pres-
ent government could have lev-
eraged private sector partner-
ship and financing to close the 
gap in the 2017 budget.

 It is this understanding of 
the huge financing gap of over 
65 percent that experts have 
repeatedly called on the gov-
ernment to adopt Private Public 
Partnership, PPP as a way of 
fastracking infrastructure de-
velopment expected to rub off 
on other sectors. With dwin-
dling in oil revenue;  govern-
ment really cannot afford the 
entire funding requirement 
and this is why it is imperative 
to make private sector invest-
ment inevitable. 

According to former finance 
minister, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, 
“to fund infrastructure, Nigeria 
needs about $14 billion every 
year, out of which $10 billion 
should come from the federal 
level. And this estimate is not 
comprehensive because it is 
likely to be higher when the 
total financial outlay needed to 
fund the Infrastructure Master 
plan is calculated.

 “Currently the country’s 
spending on infrastructure is 
about $6 billion, so there is a big 
gap that needs to be filled. We 
are talking about something in 
the region of $8 billion. That is 
why PPPs are very important 
to Nigeria at the moment”. She 
noted in a report that some of 
the PPP arrangements of the 

past were bogged down by cer-
tain inadequacies in the frame-
works of the deals, making 
them unable to progress as suc-
cessfully as anticipated.

 As crucial as private sec-
tor involvement is in project 
financing and development as 
acknowledged by world ex-
perts, it is also not certain why 
Buhari government omitted 
PPP arrangement in infra-
structure development in his 
2017 budget to boost growth 
rates but the reason may not 
be far from the failures of the 
past arrangements. But this 
can be strengthened with 
strong legal backings. 

Though Buhari government 
may have spent appreciably on 
infrastructure but the impact 
may not be evident as more is 
needed to be spent for the Ni-
gerians to feel the effect. To ex-
perts, the huge infrastructure 
deficit in the country coupled 
with economic downturn  re-
quire more funding before the 
impact could be felt and this 
is where the private sector is 
needed.

 Early last year, Ayo Teriba, 
the Chief Executive Officer of 
Economic Associates  said in-
ability of Nigerian government 
to deregulate various sectors 
such as rail transport, mining, 
energy among others have im-
peded the sectors from behav-
ing like the telecommunication 
sector which grew astronomi-
cally in 15 years to contribute 

from less than one percent to 
about 10 percent to the coun-
try’s about $ 510 billion GDP.

 It is hard to understand why 
government is not mustering 
enough political will to de-reg-
ulate and reform various criti-
cal sectors even when it is ac-
knowledged that such grip and 
control is stifling the inherent 
potentials including employ-
ment in those sectors but Teriba 
said that government needs to 
break its monopoly on certain 
sectors to loosen the economy 
for further local and foreign in-
vestments.

  Teriba who is a leading pol-
icy consultant with experiences 
spanning over a decade said 
government needs to “end its 
own monopoly to create more 
access for FDI in rail transport, 
gas pipelines and power trans-
mission as it is the case in tele-
communication”

 Expressing his concern 
on government continued 
strong-hold on sectors, the 
economist said that federal 
government monopoly has 
constituted, and continues to 
constitute, the biggest obstacle 
to the inflow of FDI into large 
network infrastructure sec-
tors that could catalyze the 
growth of all other sectors in 
the Nigerian economy. Teriba 
further regretted that bottle-
necks constituted by rail and 
energy supply are the reason 
some sectors are stagnant. He 
was also disappointed that 

Infrastructure building: 
Changing Buhari’s perception
Daniel Obi

government is not engaging 
themselves on these issues. “It 
is the private sector that is dis-
cussing these issues”

 At World Economic Forum  
in Africa, held in 2015 in Cape 
Town, South Africa, experts 
who are watching  as  vari-
ous governments across Africa 
struggle for funds to execute 
projects that will leapfrog their 
economies said that until the 
respective African countries 
establish strong partnerships 
for pooling capital necessary 
for productive purposes, the 
expected growth will remain 
elusive.

 Discussing ‘Catalysing capi-
tal for Africa’, especially in face 
of deficit infrastructure, the 
WEF participants strongly be-
lieved that partnerships with 
the private sector regarded as 
engine of sustainable economic 
growth is critical to achieve the 
desired economic push. “Gov-
ernments must find ways of 
pooling capital for productive 
use”.

 One of the panelists, Na-
than Kalumbu, the President of 
Coca Cola, Eurasia and Africa 
who sees significant progress 
in infrastructure development  
across African economies how-
ever said more is still needed to 
be done in some areas such as 
transport, electricity, education 
among others.

 Identifying 65 percent of 
African population as below 
35 years, Kalumbu said tapping 

the resource of this young pop-
ulation requires collaboration 
among public and private stake-
holders.

 In his view, John Rwan-
gombwa, the Governor of 
Central Bank of Rwanda who 
spoke from the perspective of 
public sector also agreed on the 
strength of public private part-
nership in financing projects for 
economic development.

 Specifically looking at the 
role of the public sector, Rwan-
gombwa said government, 
first, must create the enabling 
environment, address reforms 
that create impediments to 
private sector in doing busi-
ness, deal with requirements 
for easy start of businesses and 
provide necessary infrastruc-
ture.

 It is believed that when Ni-
geria begins to get some infra-
structure right, Nigerians’ be-
lievability, confidence and trust 
in the country will soar and this 
will further assist to project Ni-
geria as a nation in the interna-
tional community.

It is important therefore that 
Buhari government believes in 
genuine privatization and PPP 
as done in other economies to 
build necessary infrastructure 
needed to fastrack develop-
ment. This is as government’s 
sole funding is not enough to 
create impact especially as the 
population increases which 
adds pressure on the existing in-
frastructure.



I 
know everyone has a 
broken heart once in a 
while but mine is differ-
ent. Nothing hurts more 
than being disappointed 
by the single person you 

thought would never hurt you. 
The one I thought would fight 
for me and love me more than 
I’d ever known, was the one that 
hurt me deeply.

My name is Rekiya Yakubu; 
I am the third child and the 
second daughter in a family of 
six children. My parents were 
both devote Muslims and they 
brought us up in the way of 
the Almighty Allah. We were 
taught to hold on to the Holy 
Quran and never deviate from 
all the principles.

I grew up in a middle class 
home and had wonderful child-
hood memories. My primary 
and secondary school education 
were smooth. I did not attend 
the best of schools but I was 
taught well by teachers who 
knew their onions and at the 
age of 12, I knew exactly what I 
wanted to do with my life.

I wanted to be a business-
woman just like my mother’s 
younger sister, Aunt Hadiza. 
She was a successfully one and 
she made so much money with 
little hassles unlike my parents 
who worked night and day but 
had little to show for it.

Aunty Hadiza never vis-
ited empty-handed, she always 
came with lots of goodies and I 
got to know the true definition 
of wealth when I spent one of 
my holidays with her family. 
To say she was rich would be 
an understatement because she 
was and is till swimming in a 
pool of money.

When the time came to fill 
my JAMB form, I did not think 
twice before opting for Business 
Administration for both first 
and second choice. In doing so, I 
was simply stating emphatically 
that it was either that course 
or nothing else. After two at-
tempts, I was offered admission 
to study my choice course.

Immediately I stepped my 
feet into the university prem-
ises, I started saving a certain 
percentage from my monthly 
allowance including the money 
I got from relatives for my busi-
ness. I used the money to start 
a small business selling hair 
essentials.

Tiny drops of water they say 
make a mighty ocean and before 
long, I made enough to delve 
into the business of selling jew-
elries. I would buy from those 
who travelled to Dubai or Kano 
and resale but with time and 
more money, I began making 
the trips to Kano myself.

My pain began a little over 
two years ago. I was almost run-
ning out of jewelries and needed 
to restock. So, I knew it was time 
to make another trip. Saturdays 
were the perfect days to travel 
because of my academic work. 
I always left early so I could 
catch the first bus and be back in 
school the following day.

I still remembered that day 

perfectly well as if it was just 
yesterday. I had arrived at the 
bus park early and had to spend 
the next twenty minutes pray-
ing that the bus filled up in no 
distant time. I was heading to 
Sabon Gari market in Kano and 
had to get there before the close 
of market that day.

Forty-minutes later, the bus 
was filled with passengers. I 
looked at my wristwatch; it 
was 7.15am which meant that I 
would get to the market around 
3pm. Not bad too, I thought to 
myself as our bus left the park.

The journey turned out to 
be longer than I had calculated. 
Two things worked against us, 
the road was terribly bad and 
the driver made a lot of stop-
overs. We learnt that the meal 
in the restaurants they usually 
stopped was free for drivers and 
for all indications, he wanted to 
have a taste of a meal in all the 
restaurants and this angered the 
passengers.

“Come… driver, wetin dey 
worry you?” began an aggrieved 
passenger, “e be like say you don 
begin craze abi? If you stop this 
bus again, I go show you my true 
colour…”

Another angry passenger in-
terjected, “How many times you 
wan make we chop? Na because 
you no dey pay for your food, na 
God go punish you, idiot!”

The driver kept quiet appar-
ently enjoying the entire drama 
as the passengers took turns to 
vent their anger on him. The 

young man seated beside me 
who had been quiet all these 
while said in a low voice, “That’s 
the way they all behave. I travel 
almost every week so I’m used 
to them. Let’s hope we get to 
Kano before 6pm today.”

Did this man just say 6pm? 
Omg! Staying an extra day 
would mean extra expenses 
and having to miss lectures, I 
thought aloud. Turning to the 
young man who was playing 
with his phone I said, “Please, 
are you familiar with Sabon 
Gari Market?”

“Sure, I am. I know that mar-
ket like the back of my hand. 
What is taking to the market?” 
the young man asked.

“Jewelries… Do you think I 
can buy some today?’’ I said.

He nodded and he did not 
hide his feelings, “Oh! That’s 
a nice business. It’s a money 
spinner. Of course, you can still 
make it to the market. How long 
have you been in the business?”

“About three years now…,” I 
replied.

We spent the next three 
hours chatting and laughing. 
His name is Raymond and I so 
much enjoyed his company that 
I was sad when we eventually 
arrived in Kano.  I could see he 
wanted to see me again as much 
as I wanted so we exchanged 
contacts and bade each other 
goodbye.

I got to the market right on 
time to get all I needed before 
the close of market that day and 

it was all thanks to Raymond 
who had paid a taxi to help me 
beat the time.

The following day, I jour-
neyed back to school. Raymond 
called me to know if I arrived 
safely. After that day he called 
me every second to know how 
I was doing. Okay, it was not 
exactly every second but he 
did call many times in a day 
and ladies love that so much! He 
wanted to know if I had eaten; 
what I ate and if I prepared it 
myself. We also talked exten-
sively about family, religion and 
business.

Ray as I called him is a Chris-
tian but saw nothing wrong 
in dating or even marrying 
someone from a different tribe 
or religion. To him, love was all 
that matters but not in my fam-
ily. My parents could condone 
a different tribe but a different 
religion is a no no! So, when Ray 
asked me out on a date, I turned 
him down. Why start some-
thing that you cannot finish? 
It was pointless but Ray wasn’t 
the type that gave up easily so 
he pressed on.

Ray had lavished so much gift 
and affection on me even when 
I told him that our relationship 
was an impossible venture. He 
agreed we could be friends but 
I knew just like Olive twist, he 
wanted more. He always said, 
“All things were possible” and he 
was right because I later agreed 
to date him.

Ray showed me how much 

He aimed at my money, preyed on me and vanished
he really cared on my birthday. 
He threw a birthday bash for 
me that became the talk of the 
school. While the guests were 
enjoying their sumptuous meal, 
he got down on his knee and 
proposed! When I looked into 
his eyes, I saw that we-could-
make-it look and I gave him my 
hand. He inserted the ring and 
everyone clapped.

The next hurdle to cross was 
my parents. How do I preach 
this message of love to them? 
I knew convincing them to ac-
cept Ray was going to pretty dif-
ficult but with constant positive 
words from Ray, I was willing 
to give it a shot. Whatever side 
the pendulum swings, I was not 
going to give up on the only man 
I’ve ever loved.

I was 27 years, had some 
millions in my name and a man 
that loves me to bits, what more 
could I ask for? One more year 
and I’ll be done with school and 
Ray says I could stick to my re-
ligion if I so wish and that was 
perfect by me.

As expected, my parents ex-
pressed so much disappointed 
and threatened to disown me 
if I committed the ‘taboo’ by 
marrying a Christian. I pleaded 
with them telling them I would 
still stick to the religion but 
they refused to shift grounds 
so I let them be. With time, I 
hoped they would forgive me 
for my actions and accept Ray 
as their son. Ray’s parents shook 
their heads when he told them 
about me but Ray suggested 
they would change their mind 
once a baby was involved. So, 
we spent more time together 
trying to make a baby.

When I took in, we began 
making fresh plans to visit our 
families again with the good 
news. After I took in, Ray had 
borrowed so much money from 
me promising to repay in two 
weeks. I obliged because as long 
as I was concerned, he was my 
spouse but how wrong I was!

I realized that anytime I re-
minded Ray about our sched-
uled trip to go see his parents, he 
always had an excuse why we 
should postpone it. He kept bor-
rowing money from me until I 
had nothing left on me. At that 
that point, he disappeared into 
the thin air with all my money 
leaving me with a five months 
old pregnancy. I tried contacting 
him many times but he never 
picked my calls. His friend later 
got in touch, probably on his 
behalf and advised me to move 
on. Move on? To where? Where 
do I go from here?

I was preparing for my final 
examination that period and it 
was really tough coping without 
Ray. It hurts the worst when 
the person that made you feel 
so special yesterday, makes 
you feel so unwanted today. 
I’ve learnt the hard way not to 
trust too much because that too 
much is hurting me so much. All 
those while I felt he loved me 
not knowing he was aiming for 
my money.
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IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Man on ‘Omugwo’ mission 
and the verdict of an insider
S

hould a man get some leave (paternity 
leave, that is) to help nurse a new-born 
for some time? This has been settled 
in some climes and so fathers now get 
paternity leave, especially in places 

where men are allowed by law to marry fellow 
men; both parents are males or females. The 
next controversy is, should a father also join his 
wife to nurse a grandchild born either by their 
daughter or their son? This is called ‘omugwo’ in 
most parts of eastern Nigeria.

‘Omugwo’ is a light-hearted assignment 
embarked upon by mothers ostensibly to nurse 
the new born in a way believed to be known 
only by advanced women. It begins with official 
announcement by the young son-in-law to the 
family of the grand parents that a baby has been 
born. This ‘announcement’ is often accompanied 
with gifts to the mother-in-law, sometimes 
to the jealousy of the father-in-law. Next, the 
mother-in-law begins elaborate preparations to 
sojourn down for ‘omugwo’, sometimes to as far 
as the US and UK, to the greater jealousy of the 
grand-father.

This whole fanfare is concluded with a cel-
ebrated return of the mother-in-law who surely 
would glitter in new beauty, radiance, and ador-
able gifts that would include George Wrapper 
and other trinkets. Of course, the father-in-law 
would expect a bottle of gin (Schnapps). Ok, if it 
is not enough, they can make it two. Some people 
joke that the gift to the man is carefully designed 
to burn his heart and probably increase his tem-
per and blood pressure. They do not mention 
early death because such could not have been 
intended, but is possible.

Stories have been told of a man from a part 
of Imo State who was so furious over this that 
he sneaked into the wife’s room and stole the 
‘wine’ he saw her hide instead of his own gift. He 
sat down with a kinsman to gulp what turned 
out to be groundnut oil, and he stooled to death 
soon after. However, some men are known to 
have used the excuse of the long absence of their 
wives to take second wives with bold face in the 
name of ‘man no be wood’. Some wives concede 
to the man on this.

All of these are dimensions of ‘omugwo’ sce-
nario in African societies where new babies are 
extensively celebrated.

These are however not the reasons for this 
writer’s insistence on joining in ‘omugwo’ tasks 
when his daughter put to bed on January 2, 2017. 
His own matter started during the years of ‘Sweet 
Mother’ highlife hit by Prince Nico Mbarga in the 
late seventies and beyond. The Cameroon-born 
but Nigerian brought-up singer poured all the 
praises on his mother to such envious levels that 
fathers looked unimportant. This writer used 
to argue then that such lyrics could only have 
come from those without steady fathers around, 
leaving a mother to do all the duties and earn all 
the praises. He used to argue that where both 
parents were steady to play their parts, that no 
mother would assume such a gargantuan image 
as sung by Mbarga.

This writer even as a young father resolved 
to play his own role to each of his children so 
dedicatedly that no child would dare grow up 
to sing ‘Sweet Mother’. It must be ‘Sweet Mother 
& Father’ even if the song would not be sweet 
anymore. It was discovered that though Mbarga 
later sang ‘Sweet Father’, it was not only an after-
thought but not sweet. And, all other singers who 
tried to sing for fathers did it without passion and 
the songs failed. No ‘Sweet Mother’ song even by 
amateurs is ever bad, but always sweet.

So, this writer insisted from day one that 
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whatever the mother did to the kids, he quickly 
did it, or out-did it, and also pointed it out to 
them, in case any of them would be inspired 
to sing, so that he/she would not dare leave out 
father in any praise song. He did this campaign so 
perfectly that everybody started laying traps for 
him with ‘omugwo’, but he sensed it and began 
declaring early enough that he too must be in the 
‘omugwo’ team whenever it would be; just that 
this came sooner than later. January 2.

Mission to Rumuola:
His first daughter (named Akunna, father’s 

wealth) was said to have whispered to the 
husband (Nnaemeka, father has done well), that 
they better prepare their apartment well and 
create space for the father because it was like 
his threat to come for ‘omugwo’ was real. She 
didn’t know the dad rather planned to lodge at 
a nearby hotel, close to their Rumuola residence 
for his own ‘omugwo’ tasks. This plan was how-
ever thwarted by the acute cash scarcity which 
hit PH in December 2016, said to be caused by 
both man-made and woman-made factors. He 
thus decided to come from home while the wife 
moved in fully. The contest had begun.

Day One: The wife carried the baby, looked 
closely at the face and forehead in case of a 
depression or illness that attacks new-borns. 
Quickly, this writer carried the baby, inspected 
the ears, in case… Next, the mother took the 
daughter inside, giving her secret talks believed 
to be known only by women. Quickly, this writer 

took the father inside another room, giving him 
strategic talks on how to be a capable father. By 
the end of day one, it was 4-4.

Day Two: They conspired and gave my wife 
money to shop for kitchen things at Oil Mill (a 
popular Wednesday market in PH). This writer 
scratched his head, and then the opportunity 
came- Car to take her and her companion to 
the market as other cars were busy- this writer 
offered his car, took them there; thus scoring 1-1.

At another time, the baby cried and the 
mother rushed in to look. The next time baby 
cried, this writer took off and looked at baby. 
(Note that this writer had taken his leave in 
advance. This battle must be won).

The mother cooked native herbal soup for the 
daughter and everyone looked cockishly at this 
writer. He quickly sent his secretary to move in 
and do house chores; 3-3.     

Day Three: The women argued that they 
were the ones staying awake at night to nurse 
baby. This writer tried to argue that he was stay-
ing awake at night to write stories. When it was 
rejected, he argued that he was winning bread 
for the children left at home by the wife. The 
panel considered this and awarded a point. Next 
important point; breast milk was not flowing and 
there was panic. This ‘omugwo’ man went into 
the internet world for variety of solutions. Also, 
he fell back on his rich resources and contacted 
medical experts from UCTH in Calabar and an 
expert in Lafia, Narasarawa State. Solution came, 

peace came. Big point for this writer, everyone 
praised him for being an important ‘omugwo’ 
task master. This point countered the point 
he lost for not changing napkins, a case some 
women especially Mummy Gladys Opata of 
RCCG in Elelenwo used against him seriously.

Day Four: An ambush! They gave this writer 
a special herbal ‘omugwo’ soup. He ate hungrily 
as he just arrived from office. Towards the end, it 
was announced or discovered that it was meant 
to enhance breast milk. Panic! But this writer 
remembered his recent research and argued 
that male milk had been approved by experts/
doctors as equally good for babies, so no problem. 
Inside him, he prayed and kept vigil over his 
thoracic region.

Final case for panel: This writer cannot bathe 
new borns, the wife, due to ill-health, cannot 
bathe new born. So, it is 0-0. Her mother, that is 
Abigail’s maternal grandma, had been brought 
in to do that, and then they said the point belongs 
to my wife. This writer argued seriously that he 
paid the bride prize that qualified his mother-in-
law to be the great grandmother of the new born, 
and so he should collect the point. He argued that 
Igbos say in-law is senior to grandson. If there 
was no in-law, there would be no grandson. The 
case is now with arbitration/appeal panel.

Final verdict;
Honestly, some revelations came that made 

this ‘Omugwo’ man to surrender; certainly not 
the premises laid by mothers. First, when this 
writer’s wife gave birth to their last child (Jeremy) 
some 22 years ago in Makurdi, the wife ‘died’ but 
woke up; the baby had been taken to the mortu-
ary dead, too. Later, the mother woke up in the 
ward and the baby woke up at the gate of the 
mortuary. Today, both mother and child live. This 
writer saw it only as God’s mercy and miracle but 
seemed to overlook the extreme danger facing all 
women through pregnancy.

Now, as his daughter took in, trouble came 
from every corner ready to kill her. At that point, 
the husband who put her in the family way suf-
fered no threat to his life for something both of 
them did. This means wives face all the threats to 
life for what was done by all of us. What a great 
pity. The case of my daughter is same. Here is a 
lady almost through with her master’s degree, 
now facing imminent death just for trying to 
obey God and be fruitful for her husband. This 
threat kept on in various forms until labour room; 
at a very grave moment, sleep from hell came and 
all beatings failed, just when baby was half out. It 
is said to be instant death for babies and maybe, 
mothers. Somehow, some force came to her and 
she sprang out of sleep and ‘pushed’. We wept 
when this tale was told.

For this, there, and here now, I surrender to 
my wife, to my daughter, to all women. Men do 
not face this particular danger. Women deserve 
all the praise, all the gifts, and all the ‘omugwo’. 
Whatever is due to a woman whether for giving 
birth to her own children or for births given by 
her children, let them take. I surrender all.

I hereby urge my supporters and all men to 
agree with this verdict. We fought a gallant fight, 
but in such fights, somebody must be a winner. 
Let us support our wives and together we enjoy 
the fruits and bear the pains. Yes, this writer 
contributed so much and was very valuable. This 
was appreciated by his wife, daughter and the 
great son-in-law who is now a son. Let us give 
them their due and hope they will give us ours. 
My children can go on and sing ‘Sweet Mother’ 
without bothering to force Father into it. The joy 
and honour of a mother belong to her husband. 
That is the revelation from this investigation or 
contest. That is our Sweet Africa.



MABEL DIMMA

F
our years ago Nigerian Entertain-
ment Today instituted NET Hon-
ours, a special recognition award 
given to deserving individuals in 
the entertainment industry, of 

which several outliers and industry vet-
erans have been recipients. However last 
year, the organisers decided to make it more 
encompassing by reinventing it as a People’s 
Choice Awards.

As the name implies, the NET Honours 
does not have a panel of judges determining 
who gets decorated. Instead, it is the choice 
of the fans- in this case, the audiences on 
their website, and social media platforms – 
nearly 40 million users, who get to choose. 

Ac c ording to Jide Taiwo,  e ditor, 
TheNetng, “This past year alone, the web-
site was visited 10 million times, up 23% 
from 8 million it was in 2015. On Facebook 
and YouTube, we scored over 25 million 
video views.

“This year, we are launching the People’s 
Choice Awards along with our annual offi-
cial charts of trends, searches and visits on 
TheNet.ng- in conjunction with our sister 
sites ORIN and TNS.ng”, he said.

The reason is not farfetched, he said, stat-
ing that the numbers found in the annual 
report provide actual figures why Wizkid, 
for instance was the biggest artiste of 2016. 

“From polls conducted on both our web-
site and on our social media platforms our 
readers chose him over the likes of Tekno 
and Falz. The searches on our website cor-
roborate that poll: Wizkid was searched for 
close to 60,000 times. Funke Akindele and 
Odunlade Adekola seem to be the favou-
rite of movie buffs as their names came up 
27,000 and 9,625 times respectively, edging 
out Mercy Johnson and Muyiwa Ademola 
from the previous year”.

We all know that awards by their nature 
are contentious: as there can only be one 
winner, people who come second, third 
or last usually feel as though their votes 
didn’t count. “But as the saying goes: men 
lie, women lie but numbers don’t lie- these 
figures aim to show the actualities of our 
industry. It may surprise one to see that 
while Tiwa Savage and Yemi Alade still 
maintain their grip on the female sub-group, 
the artiste giving them close chase is not one 
of the usual names (Waje, Omawumi etc), 
but a relatively new Simi!” 

On the other hand, Toke Makinwa who 
had less than 10,000 page views as the most 
popular media personality in 2015 had that 
figure increase by 735% in 2016 and saw her 
retain that ‘title’ by a huge margin, stated 
Taiwo.

The NET Honours (PCA) also provides 
an insight into what platforms these enter-
tainers are popular on. “Funke Akindele’s 
outing at The Headies with her husband 
JJC Skillz was the most liked photo on our 
Instagram page in 2016 (71,000 impressions 
and 3724 interactions), while Femi Otedola 
clutching his three analogue phones was 
most popular on our Facebook page, with 
almost a quarter of a million people reached 
and over 230,000 engagement. Do people 
on Instagram prefer ‘lovey dovey’ posts to 
news items? Your guess is as good as mine”.

Taiwo says: “Starting this year, each of 
the top performers identified by both the 
numbers on our website and feedback 

TheNetng unveils official chart that shaped 2016
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garnered directly from the audience, would 
be awarded with a certificate of recognition 
for the great work they’ve done in the year 
under review- in this case 2016”.

According to him, NET Honours (PCA) is 
one of the many ways Thenetng is working 
to celebrate our entertainers, while also 
giving power to those who matter to them 
most- the fans. “It’s also our wish that the 
data herein will be useful for those inter-
ested in verifiable figures and stats, as we 
continue to move the Nigerian entertain-
ment sector forward. After all if we don’t, 
who will?” 



Kano’s dying ‘dye’ craft
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The sight of children playing, adults 
strolling and a few elderly people 
crouching over some functional pits are 
scenarios playing out at the once flour-
ishing Kano dye pits that complement 
the fame once enjoyed by the ancient 
city for its commerce.

While most of the over 500-year-old 
dye pits are empty, a few with dark-blue 
dye solutions that hold much promise 
have nobody to attend to them. The 
few twisted and tied clothes lying on 
the bare floor in different shapes tell of 
the unfortunate circumstance the once 
booming but now dying profession is 
forced to contend with.

Today, less than 150 people are inter-
ested in working within the complex of 
the famous dye pits in Kofar Mata area, 
established as far back as 1498 (over 500 
years ago).  Of course, output is greatly 
reduced, with only a paltry sum of 
money going into the pockets of those 
who once depended on the business. As 
this state of affairs remains, the fear is 
that in less than a decade to come, the 
dye pits may go the way of the once 
world-famous Kano Groundnut Pyra-
mids whose only proof of existence is 
now only in pictures.

In its heyday, the 270 dye pits, with 
about 150 workers comprising men and 

women, was a very important part of 
the socio-economic life of Kano resi-
dents. At the time, the famous guinea 
brocade and a good chunk of clothes 
worn by the affluent were dyed at the 
pit.  But that, it seems, has been con-
signed to the dustbin of history.

Alhassan Buba who prefers to be 
called Baba Mata recalls men staying at 
the dye pit complex to dye the clothes, 
children joining at their leisure, and 
women doing the embroidery at their 
homes. Buba says at the time, it was 
a mix of fun and business, as traders 
from all over the country, including 
Niger, Mali and Chad besieged the dye 
complex to buy guinea brocades, among 
other local fabrics.

But on a visit to the pits in recent 
times, one cannot help but query what 
has become the lot of the cloth dyeing 
legacy that is fast varnishing into thin 
air.

The older and more experienced dye 
experts who before now were willing to 
pass on the secrets of the business to the 
younger generation are no longer there. 
Of course, the younger generation has 
taken interest in other trades, leaving 
the once highly-esteemed legacy to 
dwindle into oblivion.

The near-extinction of the cloth 
dyeing profession is a great misfortune 
to the once blossoming Kano business 

empire. The spiraling unemployment, 
social ills and security threat and most 
importantly, the skills lost along the line 
which may not be recovered, form the 
price Kano may be paying for leaving 
the legacy to die.

 Murktar Hassan, a grandson of 
one of the founding families of the 
pit, admits that business activities are 
not as lively as they were in the past: 
“Before, every visitor to Kano could 
not go without visiting the dye pit. We 
have their pictures. But nowadays, they 
seem to prefer other attractions and 
the imported clothes at Kurmi Market, 
because modernity and easy life have 
driven the supposed descendants of the 
founding families to other professions.”

Hassan, who has similarly opted 
for another trade, feels the founding 
fathers’ predecessors make name and 
not money from the dye profession 
these days. So the younger generation, 
he says, has no option but to seek suc-
cour elsewhere.

Alwal Amin, a lawyer, regrets why 
despite being a veritable empowerment 
option and tourist attraction, there has 
been no conscious effort by the state 
government to keep the ancient busi-
ness alive. The Kano-based lawyer says 
the pit is in bad shape because residents 
can no longer contend with poverty. 
“When government policy favours 

importation of textile, the local fabrics 
become more expensive, resulting in 
less patronage of dyed clothes from the 
pit. Besides, local skills are lost to menial 
jobs like ‘Okada’, shoe and mending, 
while the complex remains desolate,” 
Amin notes.

But Dikko Idris, curator of the Na-
tional Museum Kano, feels the younger 
generation is to blame for not sustaining 
the legacy.

“The fact that non-family members 
are not allowed and every person work-
ing in the dye pits inherited it, demands 
that the beneficiaries should hand over 
to their would-be successors,” he says, 
regretting that the reverse seems to be 
the case.

Idris queries why the descendants 
of these gifted people cannot revolu-
tionise their trade which involves using 
indigo, potassium and ashes, the three 
main dye ingredients, to produce the 
solution that transforms clothes. 

Meanwhile, the dye pit owners insist 
that they get little or no government 
attention, which explains why the 
ancient business is on the wane: “We 
had something during the period of the 
military governor, Dominic Oneya. We 
also hear that provisions were made in 
the budget during the Rabiu Kwank-
waso administration, but we did not get 
anything,” one of the pit workers says.

OBINNA EMELIKE        



Ex-Big Brother Nigeria 
housemate named as host
M

ultiChoice Nigeria is 
pleased to announce 
me dia  p ers onal ity, 
Ebuka Obi-Uchendu, 
as host for Big Brother 

Naija reality TV show.
The former housemate in Big Broth-

er Nigeria show back in 2006 will make 
a re-appearance at the reality show’s 
revival but this time as the host. The 
lawyer turned media personality with 
his infectious laugh and charismatic 
persona will usher the housemates 
into the Big Brother Naija house and 
will take up the task of announcing the 
evictees week after week.

“We are particularly excited to have 
Ebuka as host of Big Brother Naija. This 
was the platform that unearthed his po-
tentials and propelled him to stardom”, 
said John Ugbe, managing director, 
MultiChoice Nigeria.

“He has over the years grown to be-
come a prominent face on the Nigerian 
pop culture and entertainment scene 
while also lending his voice to youth 
empowerment initiatives. We believe 
his cool and debonair personality com-
bined with his healthy dose of wit will 
spice up the show. Our viewers are in 
for a great entertainment experience!” 
Ugbe said.

SUNDAYBD 39C002D5556

Arts
 Sunday  15 January  2017

In just less than a decade, Ebuka has 
risen to become one of the most loved 
and admired personalities in the Nige-
rian entertainment industry. Ebuka’s 
hosting gigs include Friend or Foe on 
NTA, the GLO Show, also on NTA, as 
well as Guinness’ Greatness TV. He is 
currently the host of Rubbin’ Minds, 
a youth-focused TV show on Chan-
nels television. While on EbonyLife 
TV on DStv channel 165, he is one of 

She Leads 
set to hold 
Africa’s first 
green festival

O
n Saturday January 21, 2017, She 
Leads Africa will present their 
first ever full day SLAY Festival 
in Lagos, Nigeria.

She Leads Africa is taking on 
Africa’s first ever green festival. The SLAY 
Festival will be powered using solar energy 
provided via solar panel installations by 
the solar shop, and will produce minimal 
waste via a partnership with Recycle Points 
to encourage eco-friendly waste disposal.

The festival is a one-day celebration of 
innovation, culture, technology, music, arts, 
food and all things entrepreneurial, which 
makes the slogan is “a celebration of you” 
very adept. SLAY Festival is a fun way to 
celebrate everything that makes the African 
woman great by equipping attendees with 
tools, resources and connections that will 
enhance their careers and achieve their 
goals.

Speakers and panelists at the festival in-
clude; renowned entrepreneurs Tara & Fela 
Durotoye, award-winning director Kemi 
Adetiba, personal finance expert Arese 
Ugwu, popular film maker Mary Remmy 
Njoku, media personality Bolanle Olukanni 
and the former CEO of Chocolate City Audu 
Maikori, among others.

Open to all entrepreneurs and business 
oriented women, the SLAY Festival hopes 
to change the way the world views African 
women and expose them to latest develop-
ments and technologies to spur deeper 
thinking and ambition while creating an 
interactive and unforgettable experience.

She Leads Africa is a community that 
helps young African women achieve their 
professional dreams. With engaging online 
content and pan-African events, they have 
become the premiere destination for smart 
and ambitious young women.

Through their community website, She 
Leads Africa shares stories that inspire and 
motivate women to live their best life; hosts 
events across Africa and diaspora where 
members can build their network; curates 
specially created tools and courses designed 
just for their community; and provides di-
rect access to career and business experts 
for real advice.

The community was co-founded by Afua 
Osei and Yasmin Belo-Osagie in 2014, and 
in the past year She Leads Africa has seen 
a 600 percent increase in their community, 
having more than 200,000 women across 
more than 30 countries and 5 continents. 
They have been able to supply business and 
career advice through in-person workshops 
and digital training on their worldwide city 
tours called SheHive.

SheHive has gone through Nigeria, 
Ghana, Kenya, South Africa and England, 
and continues to run all year round on with 
new cities added and old cities revisited.

She Leads Africa continues to equip 
young African women to rise to the top of 
their various career paths and attain their 
professional ambitions, and also provides 
opportunities for their community by con-
necting them with business leaders and 
accomplished personnel in the various 
industries available.

the co-hosts of The Spot, a show that 
combines a bit of reality TV with talk 
show and sitcom, and more recently, 
Men’s Corner, a talk show with an all-
male ensemble who strongly air their 
opinions on a range of topical issues.

Sponsored by PayPorte, Big Brother 
Naija reality show starts Sunday, Janu-
ary 22, 2017 at 7pm and will run for 11 
weeks on all DStv packages on channel 
198 and GOtv Plus on channel 29.  

Olo blazes the trial on global stage

O
lo Omidan Bata; first Nige-
rian female bata drummer, 
has started the year on a 
high note with a world-
class music performance 

as she alongside her Atunda Entertain-
ment group have stormed in Konya, one 
of Turkey’s mainland cities.

The foremost female drummer 
who was at the event under Atunda 
Entertainment group, thrilled a world 
class audience made of African heads 
of states, ministers, diplomats and the 
business communities as well as the 
Turkish government under the plat-
form of Africa – Turkey Economic and 
Cultural Amalgamation.

It was her first time at the event, 
which has attracted leaders from Af-
rica and Turkey.  The two-day event 
was packed with activities devoted to 
exploring business opportunities in 
tourism, culture and entertainment 
in Africa and Turkey.  The event was 
possible with the partnership between 
Motherland Beckons founded by Wan-
le Akinboboye and MUSAID; global 
business umbrella body comprising 11, 
000 members and 50, 000 companies 
spread across 175 countries.

The bata exponent, who is the first 
Nigerian female bata drummer, has 
been selected from a long list of African 
performers to enthrall the gathering 
with her deft vocalist gift and vivacious 
as well as egregious stage theatrics.

The rave of the moment, which is 
gradually climbing the musical ladder 
is under Atunda Entertainment, where 

she has learnt to create a purely Africa 
musical sound employing African cul-
tural and entertainment elements in 

her performances, which over the years 
had made her a standard bearer for that 
rare and unique Africa sound.
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A relaxing day in the life of a workaholic

W
ith all the hustle and 
bustle of Lagos life, 
one cannot over em-
phasise the need to 
relax once in a while 

and give oneself a good treat. I am a very 
busy person with a tight schedule but 
this bright Saturday morning, I decided 
to take some time out to give myself a 
treat.

I walked into the HOD beauty shop, 
feeling an atmosphere of comfort with-
in. Moments, I was ushered into the 
beauty parlour where the lady on duty 
took care of my hair with a wonderful 
scalp massage to ease my temples and 
enhance a healthy hair growth.

As if that was not enough, my nails 
were manicured to perfection by Omola-
bake Ojutalayo, chief executive officer of 
the salon, besides adding treatment for 
healthy nails and painting them with 
pink; my favourite colour.

Already I was awed by the friendly 
and warn reception I got at the salon. To 
crown it all, she said she had to complete 
my beauty regime by giving me a total 
make-over. To be honest, I have never 
been a makeup person, but of course, 
I obliged as she promised that I would 
love it. Her friendly smile wooed me and 
there I sat on the make-up artist chair.

She started by perfectly arching my 
eyebrow, cancelling all the dark spots on 
my face. With my request for something 
subtle, she blended my eye shadow to 
go with my outfit, lined my eyes and fix 
real human hair lashed to give it that 
extra oomph.

Then she started the main procedure 
of putting foundation on my face that 

matched my skin colour. This process 
scared me initially as a lot of armature 
make-up artists use wrong foundation 
colour for people.

I have often seen people as dark as 
coal use foundation colour for people as 
light as Michael Jackson (lol). But to my 
surprise, she used my perfect colour and 
I had to ask her how she knew my skin 
colour just by barely looking at me. “I am 

a professional, what do you expect”, she 
replied. Of course, she is a professional 
because she gave me a mirror after put-
ting the last stroke of lipstick on my lips 
and needless to say, ‘I was wowed.’ She 
totally transformed me and I couldn’t 
even recognise myself.

I suggest that every woman should 
take out time from their very busy 
schedules to pamper themselves.

The vision behind HOD beauty, ac-
cording to Ojutalayo, was based on cre-
ating a one-stop-shop for all the possible 
beauty needs of a woman.

 “Our beauty parlour is a fusion of 
nail art, eyelash artistry, a make-up 
studio, hair salon, beauty spa and our 
own in house lipstick line (I AM by HOD 
beauty).

“They are high quality long lasting 
products. As a makeup artist, I have been 
exposed to all sorts of products that are 
not up to standard. Our products are 
FAD approved paradigm free, gluten 
free, cruelty free and are made from 
natural un-harmful products. We have 
a vast range of colours to capture the 
way a woman feels at different times 
(The I AM Line).

 HOD Beauty she said is open to dif-
ferent age groups and various services 
are also available to men.

Speaking on her passion, Ojutalayo 
disclosed that she had always been pas-
sionate about makeup, and everything 
that involves beauty. Studying Physio-
therapy for her was the exact opposite, 
although she says she loved it.

 “I could not really be as expressive 
with my looks as I would have liked. 
There was a constant battle between 
passions and finally physical therapy 
surrendered to beauty therapy. After 
the birth of my daughter, something in 
me came alive.

“I realized that life is too short to be 
mediocre and your inner passion should 
always be the motive behind whatever 
you do. I can confidently say that this 
was the best decision I ever made,” she 
said.
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Lighthouse Cinema lights up Warri
K

nown for its legendary, enchant-
ing hospitality and entertain-
ment delivery, Warri, one of the 
richest oil cities in the Niger Delta 

region, is fast recovering its groove. One of 
the spots to gauge the pulse of the city and 
people’s avid quest to quench their hunger 
for entertainment is Lighthouse Cinema 
and Mall on PTI Junction along Warri-Port 
Harcourt Expressway, just by Golden Tulip 
Warri Airport Hotel.

One was amazed on an exploratory visit 
to the complex during a recent weekend 
stay in the city to discover the busy nature 
of the entertainment home given its array 
of offerings, which are tailor-made for 
the different ages. In fact, it is a home for 
the family and loved ones to savour rich 
entertainment broths.

The first surprise here is the huge 
nature of the complex, which actually 
makes its a melting pot for multiple en-
tertainment and hospitality businesses, a 
fact, which many of the city dwellers say 
has made it the hub of entertainment and 
shopping in the city as there seems to be 
no other outfit like it.

The cinema house management goes 
the full blast in providing the people not 
only with first class and sophisticated fa-
cilities but also with enriching and wide 
range programming and events to quench 
the yearnings, especially during week-

ends.
Stephen Olaleye, business development 

manager of the outfit, described the outfit 
as one of the best in the country as it is fit-
ted with the most modern facilities, offer-
ing a full service devoted to movies, family 
entertainment, concessionary items and 
the promotion of luxury lifestyle.

The facilities include:
Theatre
There are five theatre halls, all fully 

equipped to provide comfortable alcove for 
patrons to catch on the latest movies. They 
open daily from 10am with a minimum 
of six movies airing daily, simultaneous 
screening and the rates are moderate.

 The five theatres are also used for semi-
nars and workshops by corporate bodies 
and other organisations because they find 
the environment very pleasant and the 
facilities most suitable to their needs.

Besides, the complex have also become 
a must visit tourist attraction for many 
because of its sheer size and architec-
tural elements, which has added colours 
to Warri’s landscape. School children from 
across the city and region regularly visit 
the complex as part of their itinerary when 
on education tour.

Dining/wining
The complex also offers exciting din-

ing and wining facilities for guests with 
a functional restaurant known as Fresh 
Kitchen that delights guests with sumptu-

ous meals and rare local delicacies of the 
Niger Delta region.

The lounge bar section, which is known 
as The Place, provides a good ambience as 
relaxation spot of some sorts for guests to 
lounge and enjoy a level of privacy away 
from the crowd milling round most hours 
of the day.

Salon/beauty palour
To show that it is a real one – stop com-

plex for all our needs, there is a salon and 
beauty palour. It is unisex and offers amaz-
ing numbers of hair and beauty services 
to visitors.

Games arcade
Beside the theatre, which attracts huge 

traffic daily, its games arcade is another at-
traction for many as it is believed to have 
one of the best fitted and equipped games 
arcades in the oil rich city.

It offers both indoor and outdoor 
facilities for all classes of people, includ-
ing the children to play, learn and relax.  
The ground floor of the huge complex 
is dedicated to indoor games with such 
sport facilities as table tennis, snooker 
and football boards, computer games and 
sport machines of all sorts for both adult 
and children play.

While the outdoor is fitted with such 
fascinating facilities as swings and bun-
gee machines, slides, basketball court and 
tarpaulin for exciting and enthralling trips 
by children.

For Olaleye, visitors are more than wel-
comed to the centre as it has bumper and 
rich outline of events for the people while 
security of lives and property, he said has 
been beefed up round the facility.
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Why divide Africa’s vote, 
chances at UNWTO?

T
he African tourism fra-
ternity was happy when 
one of its own declared 
interest to run for the 
highly sought-after post 

of secretary-general of the United 
Nations World Tourism Organisa-
tion (UNWTO), which is going to be 
vacant at the end of 2017 when Taleb 
Rifai, the outgoing secretary-general 
will hand over to a successor.

With years of experience, glob-
al networking and execution of 
impactful tourism projects in his 
country, Walter Mzembi, tourism 
minister of Zimbabwe and the cur-
rent Chairperson of the UNWTO 
Regional Commission for Africa, 
was endorsed as the sole candidate 
for Africa.

With that feat, Mzembi started 
networking within and outside the 
continent in preparation for election 
slated for May 2017 where he will 
slug it out with other candidates 
including; Zurab Pololikashvili, 
Georgia ambassador to Spain and 
permanent representative to the UN 
World Tourism Organization (UN-
WTO), Mexico, and Brazil (Marcio 
Favilla, current UNWTO executive 
director for operational programs 
and institutional relations, already 
endorsed by his home country 
Brazil).

To ensure that Africa clinches 
the position for the first time since 
the creation of the United Nations 
agency responsible for the promo-
tion of responsible, sustainable 
and universally accessible tourism 
in 1975, the African Union threw 
its weight behind Zimbabwean 
Mzembi, and even Southern Af-
rican Development Community 
(SADC) member states – including 
Seychelles – unanimously endorsed 
Mzembi’s (Zimbabwe) candidature in 
March 2016. African Heads of State 
and Government, meeting in Kigali, 
Rwanda, in July 2016, added their 
own unanimous endorsement of 
Mzembi, who thus became Africa’s 
candidate for UNWTO.

In its confirmatory letter of en-
dorsement, addressed to the Secre-
tary General of the UNWTO, the Af-
rican Union Commission stated that: 
“It is the firm conviction of African 
Heads of State and Government  –  as 
evidenced by their unanimous en-
dorsement of Dr. Mzembi’s candida-
ture – that he has the qualifications, 
skills and competence; the vision; 
and, equally as important, the drive 
and passion to successfully build on 
the remarkable legacy bequeathed 
to global tourism by His Excellency 
Dr. Rifai, and to lead the organization 
and global tourism to new heights of 
relevance, recognition, and results  
–  tourism being an effective vehicle 
for sustainable development, the 
building of deeper understanding 
between peoples and cultures, and 
for the reinforcement of the quest for 

greater global harmony and peace.”
But while Africans were rally-

ing round Mzembi with the hope of 
giving him a block vote, a bad news 
broke on December 28, 2016 when 
Alain St. Ange, the then minister 
of tourism for the Republic of Sey-
chelles, resigned his position to con-
test (for the second time) the same 
position the continent has already 
had a sole candidate for.

The question most Africans who 
are passionate about tourism devel-
opment across the continent asked 
was: Why now? But while that 
question may be rhetorical, the one 
that needs urgent answer is: Why 
divide Africa’s vote and chances at 
the UNTWO?

Having entered the race and left 
little or no impression at the first 
time, Mathieu Keroki, a Congolese 
tourism experts, said that the Sey-
chellois St.Ange should have respect-
ed Africa’s choice instead of voicing 
his interest once again, and probably 
aiming to divide Africa’s vote.

“I think he is not fit for the job. He 
should respect the choice of Africa 
and support Mxembi’s candidature”, 
Keroki said.

The major concern for Bongani 
Kumalo, a South African resort own-
er, is the fact that the position takes 
long to revolve, and now the wheel 
is favoring African, the continent 
should move against any opposition 
within or else, other continents will 
keep splitting Africa’s votes in their 
selfish favour.

“Before the flag off of their cam-
paign in Madrid, Spain later this 
month, Africa should intervene on 
St.Ange to step down, so that we can 
speak with one voice and block vote 
is important too”, Kumalo warned.

In his opinion, Ikechi Uko, CEO, 
Akwaaba African Travel Market/
team leader, The Team Africa, Sey-
chelles is already occupying the posi-
tion of, Head of Africa at UNBWTO, 
a position vacated by Senegal, hence 
pushing for secretary-general of 
UNWTO will be taking undue ad-

vantage of the continent.
But going by the UNWTO poli-

tics, it seems the some caucus wants 
Georgia to win and the only way is to 
use an African to divide African vote, 
and probably offering Seychelles the 
position of deputy secretary-general 
for splitting Africa’s votes in favour of 
the desired winner.  

The race is getting hotter as Bra-
zillian Marcio Favilla and African 
Walter Mzembi set to clash at their 
launch during FITUR in Madrid on 
January 19, 2017 to get supporters 
for ahead of the UNWTO Execu-
tive Council meeting scheduled to 
be held in Madrid in mid-May, 
2017.

As well, St.Ange will be pre-
senting his manifesto as well to 
the global body in campaign for 
UNTWO’s top position.

For those who doubt Walter 
Mzembi’s endorsement and ca-
pabilities:

Mzembi has served as Zimba-

bwe’s Minister of Tourism and 
the Hospitality Industry since 
2009.  Prior to that, he held various 
positions in both the public and 
private sectors in Zimbabwe and 
internationally, including heading 
the Zimbabwe delegation to the 
ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary As-
sembly for three consecutive years.

He has represented his country 
on the UNWTO Executive Council 
and is currently serving his second 
consecutive term as Chairperson of 
the UNWTO’s Regional Commis-
sion for Africa.

Mzembi has a long-standing, 
deep, and abiding passion for tour-
ism in all its many facets, as well 
as a well-defined and clearly articu-
lated vision for the future develop-
ment of the global tourism industry 
under the umbrella of the UNWTO.

After the Madrid launch the can-
didates will continue their campaign 
to other global tourism bodies and 
blocks, seeking further support and 
eventual votes.

OBINNA EMELIKE

Mzembi

Alain-St-Ange

Zurab

Favilla Lucca



42  Sunday 15 January 2017C002D5556SUNDAYBD 

Travel

Domestic tourism set to soar

T
he Nigerian tour-
ism community 
is excited at ush-
ering in the new 
year with a prod-

uct targeted at boosting do-
mestic tourism, especially 
now that the economic 
recovery requires sustain-
able contributions from the 
non-oil revenue sources, 
foremost of which is tour-
ism.

Tagged Naijaholidays.
com; the product is Nige-
ria’s first countrywide tour 
booking website that offers 
exciting tours and great 
convenience for tourists 
with the aim of boosting 
domestic tourism.

With the site, book-
ing tours around Nigeria 
is now easier, as well as, 
choosing affordable and 
memorable travel options 
for honeymoons, fam-
ily holidays, group and 
team-building tours, and 
educational tours, which 
can now be done at the 
comforts of one’s phone or 

computer.
Besides giving tourists 

a chance to easily find tour 
packages around, the new-
ly established online ser-
vice owned by Avantgarde 
Tours Limited, also markets 
tour packages organised by 
Avantgarde Tours and oth-
er reputable tour operators 
in the country. Already, 
some tour operators such 
as Travel Next Door and SJ 

Tours are packaging tour 
products for naijaholidays.
com.

Speaking on the ra-
tionale behind the new 
product, Efetobo Awhana, 
managing director, Avant-
garde Tours, disclosed that 
Nigeria is a very beauti-
ful country that can rival 
other prime tourist destina-
tions in the world. Accord-
ing to him, Nigeria has no 

excuse not to benefit from 
tourism as all the excuses 
of insecurity, lack of infra-
structure and others often 
touted by some do not hold 
water. He pointed that all 
the thriving and successful 
tourism destinations have 
one form of challenge or 
the other, with many facing 
these same that we have.

“Before now it is almost 
impossible to go online and 
get information about tours 
in the country. We have 
over the years been turning 
down clients whose bud-
gets were not big enough for 
outbound tours. However, 
now we have more people 
who cannot afford out-
bound tours and will there-
fore look for valuable pack-
ages around the country. 
We must take advantage 
of this situation for good 
– to help Nigerians imbibe 
the culture of travelling 
around Nigeria”, Awhana 
explained.

 He emphasized that giv-
ing visitors an “easy way to 
enjoy the splendour and 
beauty of our rich cultur-
al, natural and man-made 

attractions” has been his 
main concern, as well as, 
the “boundless opportuni-
ties for the communities 
around the attractions to 
fight poverty and benefit 
from the trickle-down ef-
fects of tourism”.

Avantgarde Tours has 
thus launched this valu-
able service to cater first for 
Nigerians. Soon, the service 
will be extended to foreign-
ers. The first objective is to 
build the awareness and 
confidence of Nigerians in 
domestic tourism who will 
then become ambassadors 
for the country when they 
travel out.

On the kind of services 
that tourists can expect 
from the online booking 
site, Awhana enumerated 
several benefits awaiting 
customers.

“First, tourists want to 
get information before they 
decide to take any tour 
package. So, naijaholidays.
com also has a blog about 
the different places of inter-
est,” the MD explained.

The new website allows 
tourists to choose from 

several payment options 
powered by technology 
company, REMITA. They 
can pay using a card, make 
an online transfer or even 
take down the booking 
number and make pay-
ments at the bank.

He further added that 
tourists can enjoy the ad-
vantage of great company 
and networking on the 
tours, which is one of the 
major attractions for group 
tours. Many lifelong friend-
ships and business partner-
ships are often built via 
these meetings in laid back 
settings.

Customers of the website 
will also benefit from regu-
lar giveaways including the 
ultimate free all-expense 
paid outbound travel holi-
day to be won by a couple 
at the end every year. Hon-
eymooners also stand an 
opportunity to win a free 
anniversary tour.

With naijaholidays.com 
booking holiday packages 
around Nigeria has become 
cheaper, more exciting, 
and extremely convenient, 
Awhana insisted.

…as Avantgarde launches Naijaholidays

Tourism expert calls for govt’s assistance for tour operators

O
ne of the lead-
ing voices in 
the Nigerian 
t r a ve l  a n d 

tourism industry, Mike 
Amachree, has called 
on all tiers of govern-
ment to pay greater 
attention to the de-
velopment of tourism 
sites and tourism prod-
ucts. He said develop-
ing these products and 
adding values to the 
country’s numerous 
tourism endowments 
is the only way for Ni-
geria to attract tourism 
traffic to the country.

Amachree, who is 
the proprietor of the 
Brooklyn Tourist Cen-
tre and Port Harcourt 
Tourist Beach Resort, 
also said that to create 
tourism traffic and turn 
Nigeria into a desti-
nation,  government 
must give necessary 
assistance to tour op-
erators for them to go 
out, create necessary 
awareness, and source 
tourists to visit the 
country. He said Nige-

ria must be proactive 
on the issue of tourism 
development. “The tour 
operators are familiar 
with tourist markets 
and have partners in 
different countries. We 
must encourage and 
help them to market 
the country and bring 
in tourists.”

H e  s a i d  h e l p i n g 
the tour operators to 
market the country 
as a destination was 
of greater value to the 
country than the huge 
amount the govern-
ment spends promoting 
carnivals.

Amachree also cau-
tioned government on 
the continuous spon-
sorship of carnivals 
with tax payers’ mon-
ey.  According to him, 
the various carnivals 
would function better 
if the government di-
vest from it and allow 
the carnival to solely 
run and financed by the 
private sector. He said it 
was only through this 
it can make the neces-

sary economic contri-
butions to the economy 
of where it is held.

A m a c h r e e  w e n t 
down memory lane 
to recall how he orga-
nized the first Abuja 
and second Port Har-
court Carnivals and 
that it was a huge suc-
cess.   He said during 
the reign of General 
Ibrahim Babangida, he 
led the private sector to 
organize the first Abuja 
Carnival in 1990. He 
said: “General Baban-
gida invited the pri-
vate sector under my 
leadership to Aso Rock. 
Babangida used the op-
portunity to instruct 
the Central Bank of Ni-
geria (CBN) to provide 
the practitioners with 
tourism development 
fund to develop tourist 
sites.” Amachree said it 
was erroneous for the 
different tiers of gov-
ernment in Nigeria to 
believe that organizing 
carnivals and building 
edifices are all that is 
required to develop 

tourism. He said de-
veloping tourism goes 
beyond that. “In the 
United States of Ameri-
ca and Dubai, they have 
spectacular edifices, 
tourists cannot come to 
Nigeria if they want to 
see beautiful structures 
and wonderful hotels”, 
he said.  He reiterated 

that only the develop-
ment of our tourism 
sites that can guarantee 
tourist visitors. “When 
visitors come to your 
country, they look for 
sites that excite which 
are historical, cultural 
or man-made.   Our his-
tory and culture are the 
things they are com-

ing to learn and these 
could be seen only at 
our tourist centres and 
museums. The differ-
ent tiers of government 
should pay greater at-
tention to developing 
them “.

Amachre e in the 
same bemoans gov-
ernment’s neglect of 
the country’s tourism 
sites, which according 
to him, has become the 
bane of tourism in Nige-
ria as no tourist would 
like to spend his or her 
hard earned money to 
come to a site that is 
in bad condition. “It is 
very important that the 
country pay greater at-
tention to the develop-
ment of tourism sites. 
If you go to most of our 
sites, they are suffering 
serious neglect. Under 
this kind of condition, 
you do not expect them 
to generate money. It is 
high time we stopped 
paying lip service to the 
development of tourism 
as an alternative to oil. 
The country should act”, 
Amachree concluded.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Stakeholders insist on Abuja 
airport closure, cite safety reasons

D
espite the 
rejection 
o f  t h e 
p l a n n e d 
closure of 

the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Airport, 
Abuja for major reha-
bilitation of the run-
way, industry experts 
have insisted that in 
order to avert major 
accident and ensure 
safety, the airport must 
be closed for thorough 
and comprehensive 
work to be done at the 
facility.

 Yakubu Dati, for-
mer general manager, 
corporate communi-
cation of the Federal 
Airports Authority of 
Nigeria (FAAN), said 
that all over the world 
airports with single 
runway are clos e d 
w h e n  s u c h  m a j o r 
work is to be done on 
the runway, noting 
that if the initial plan 
were allowed for the 
airport to have a sec-
ond runway, this clo-
sure would not have 
been necessary.

Dati who is a spe-
cialist in airport op-
erations, noted that 
there is on-going repair 

work at the Heathrow 
Airport in London but 
the airport has two 
runways so there is 
partial closure, as the 
other runway is taking 
inbound and outbound 
flights.

 “If we had taken the 
bold step then to build 
a second runway the 
airport would not have 
closed for this major 
repair but now closing 
the airport has become 
inevitable for a quality 
work to be done.

“The runway has to 
be closed because its 
middle which takes the 
weight of the aircraft 
at landing is caving in 
and needs serious re-
pair work to fortify it, 
as it is projected that in 
the foreseeable future, 
more aircraft would be 
landing at that airport,” 
Dati said.

 He also noted that 
those who oppose the 
closure needed to un-
derstand that an ef-
ficient work that could 
stand the test of time 
would not be done if 
the runway is put in 
partial use while the 
work is going on.

 B e fo re  g o ve r n -
ment’s decision to close 
the airport for compre-
hensive repairs, inter-

Stories by Ifeoma okeke

the federal govern-
ment and the airlines 
on the closure of the 
airport because it is 
for the safety of the 
aircraft that would 
be using the runway, 
adding that if good job 
is done on the runway, 
it would still serve the 
country until a second 
runway is built at the 
airport.

 He said the runway 

life span was 20 years 
but it has been used 14 
years beyond its expir-
ing date, adding that a 
second runway at the 
airport is necessity.

Also, Dele Ore, for-
mer president, Avia-
tion Round Table and 
Aviation lawyer, said 
it was wrong for Air-
line Operators of Nige-
ria (AON) to ask that a 
part of the runway be 
opened for operation, 
while the other half 
repaired.

Ore said he won-
dered why a body that 
has been clamouring 
for infrastructure de-
velopment at the air-
ports now prefer to 
manage a runway that 
is bad.

According to him, 
“I want to pitch my 
tent with Hadi Sirika, 
the current Minister 
of State, Aviation, that 
the airport should be 
closed. We have no 
choice than to support 
the government on the 
closure of the Abuja 
Airport runway.

“A b u j a  a i r p o r t 
should be closed until 
it meets international 
standards and we must 
also hasten up for a sec-
ond parallel runway at 
the airport.”

Lufthansa, austrian airlines offer internet 
services on short haul, mid-range flights

W
h i l e  s o a r -
ing over the 
A l p s ,  p a s -
sengers will 

soon have the opportunity 
of streaming videos, shop 
online and send emails 
ab ove the clouds with 
broadband quality on short 
haul and mid-range flights.

 With the technology, 
passengers of Lufthansa 
and Austrian Airlines will 
be able to go online on 
shorter journeys too – as 
they have already been 
able to do for some time on 
long haul flights like on the 
Nigerian routes.

“This great news means 
that passengers from Lagos, 
Abuja and Port Harcourt 
can connect seamlessly to 
the internet while travel-
ing to any destination in 
Europe, Middle East and 

Northern Africa”, says Rob-
in Sohdi, Lufthansa country 
manager in Nigeria.

 Last summer, Lufthansa 
received the so-called Sup-
plemental Type Certificate 
for the Airbus fleet A320 
from the European Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA), and 
successfully concluded all 
the necessary preparation 
work. Now the next stage 
of testing on Lufthansa and 
Austrian routes will start, 
initially involving five air-
craft in each case.

Passengers who fly on 
these aircraft will be offered 
free Internet use during this 
test phase. The analysis of 
the user behaviour will pro-
vide the data necessary to 
further enhance the service 
ahead of its market launch.

 Harry Hohmeister, 
member of the Board of 

Directors of Deutsche Luf-
thansa AG and responsible 
for Hub Management, said:  
“I am pleased that we can 
soon offer broadband In-
ternet to our passengers 
on inner-European flights, 
giving them the chance 
to have a seamless digital 
experience.

“Since the launch of Luf-
thansa Flynet, it has been 

our goal to offer added value 
on board to our customers 
through innovation – and 
that also includes our Inter-
net provision”.

In the first quarter of 
2017, the number of Luf-
thansa aircraft fitted out 
with Internet access will 
rise to around 20. One by 
one, the entire Lufthansa 
A320 fleet is to be equipped 

with the latest advanced 
technology by the middle 
of 2018. The re-fitting of 
all 31 aircraft at Austrian 
Airlines is planned to be 
completed before the end 
of April 2017.

Lufthansa passengers 
can gain Wi-Fi access to the 
Internet using their own 
mobile devices as well as 
email services; applications 

such as video streaming will 
be possible too.

Market launch of the 
new service is scheduled to 
take place sometime during 
the first quarter of the year. 
Customers will then be able 
to choose between three 
different service packages 
– FlyNet Message for EUR 
3, FlyNet Surf for EUR 7 and 
FlyNet Stream for EUR 12 
per flight.

Whilst  F lyNet Mes-
sage only allows the use of 
messaging services such as 
email, WhatsApp or iMes-
sage, FlyNet Surf also en-
ables passengers to surf the 
Internet. With the FlyNet 
Stream service package, 
streaming is also possible. 
The packages can be paid 
for by credit card or via 
payment services such as 
Paypal.

mittent rehabilitation 
had been done at the 
runway over the years 
and it continued to 
deteriorate as it takes 
daily landings from air-
craft of different sizes.

 The airport is sec-
ond busiest in Nigeria 
after the Murtala Mu-
hammed International 
Airport, Lagos.

 Many airlines have 
had their aircraft dam-

aged by the runway, 
from the Saudi Ara-
bia cargo airplane to 
South Africa Airways 
flight and the damage 
on Emirates aircraft at 
landing, which was one 
of the reasons why the 
airline decided to pull 
its operations from the 
airport.

 Dati observed that 
there should be un-
derstanding between 



India’s medical tourism gets 
Africans’ attention

N
agged by a sharp back 
pain three years ago, 
Abidemi Ogbonna 
from Lagos, Nige-
ria, decided to visit 

a nearby hospital called Apollo. 
Thinking it was just a minor 
problem, she was shocked when 
her physician informed her that 
she urgently needed a kidney 
transplant.

The procedure could not be 
performed locally, her doctor told 
her. Flying to India was her best 
chance of a successful operation. 
Ms. Emmanuel’s middle-class 
family could afford the expenses, 
and so immediate arrangements 
were made for her visa.

The Apollo Hospital in Nigeria 
scheduled a surgery date with 
its counterpart in India, helped 
secure Ms. Ogbonna’s visa, and 
booked her flight and accom-
modation in India. All she needed 
to do was pay the bill. Once she 
did, she took the next flight and 
made the long journey to save 
her life. She was accompanied by 
her mother.

Ms. Ogbonna’s story is typical 
of hundreds of Africans who trav-
el outside of their home countries 
for medical attention. 

India is increasingly becom-
ing popular with Africans seek-
ing medical treatment overseas, 
because of its more affordable, 
state-of-the-art equipment and 
its highly skilled doctors. Ms. Em-
manuel’s other options were the 
US and the UK; however, health 
care there is extremely expen-
sive and getting visas to those 
countries is a nightmare, unlike 
with India, where visas are issued 
within a week and treatment is 
comparatively cheap.

State of health care in Africa
The Global Health Workforce 

Alliance, which advocates for 
solutions for countries that lack 
adequate health care systems, said 
in its 2015 report that sub-Saharan 
Africa was facing a severe short-
age of health care professionals 
and lacked adequate health care 
coverage for those in need of 
medical treatment.

This is jarring news to a con-
tinent that carries a large disease 
burden, including the world’s 
highest rates of communicable 
diseases such as malaria, tuber-
culosis and HIV/AIDS, among oth-
ers. According to medical journal 
BMJ, “Africa experiences 24% of 
the global burden of disease, yet 
it has only 2% of the global sup-
ply of doctors and less than 1% of 
expenditures on global health.”

Health care systems in many 
African countries are inade-

quately funded. For example, 
Nigeria, which is one of Africa’s 
richest countries with a national 
income of $594,257 billion (before 
the recent currency depreciation), 
spends only 4.6% on health care.

About 40,000 Nigerians vis-
ited India in 2015, half of them for 
medical reasons, such as trans-
plant surgery, joint replacement 
and dental surgery, among other 
procedures, according to the In-
dian high commissioner to Nigeria, 
Ajjampur Ghanshyam.

But why are Africans seeking 
medical care in India? 

Why India?
Since the 1990s India has been 

flaunted as a global leader in 
“medical tourism,” defined as the 
travel of people to a place other 
than where they normally reside 
for the purpose of obtaining medi-
cal treatment in that country. 

India boasts highly qualified 
doctors and state-of-the-art equip-
ment, and the treatments are 
approved by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the US 
Food and Drug Administration. 
In addition to quality medical 
services provided by its hospitals 
and doctors, patients go to India 
because medical costs are a lot 
cheaper compared with the US 
and UK.

For example, a kidney trans-
plant in India costs about $13,000, 
while the same procedure will cost 
up to $300,000 in the US.

“The cost of a kidney transplant 
surgery with blood-related donor 

is between $13,000 and $16,000,” 
says Dr. Dheeraj Bojwani, the di-
rector of Forerunners Healthcare 
Consultants, one of the leading 
medical value providers in India, 
which is associated with top hos-
pitals and surgeons in the country.

Dr. Bojwani told Africa Renew-
al via e-mail that the $13,000 kid-
ney transplant package includes 
preoperative medical checkups, 
consultations and follow-up, sur-
gery and surgeon’s fees, anesthe-
tist’s fees and drugs.

The package also includes the 
patient’s stay in the hospital (in an 
air-conditioned deluxe room with 
TV, cable, and phone); food for the 
entire duration of the patient’s 
stay in hospital; airport pickup 
and drop-off; and board for one 
accompanying attendant.

Many patients from Africa pre-
fer Apollo Hospital, which is head-
quartered in Chennai in India’s 
state of Tamil Nadu. With more 
than 60 locations throughout 
India, it has its own health insur-
ance scheme and has established 
partnerships with 10 international 
insurance companies that assist 
patients to cover medical costs.

On the cost of drugs, India pro-
duces generic pharmaceuticals for 
a fraction of the price in the West. 
For example, Cipla, a multinational 
Indian pharmaceutical company, 
cut the price of HIV/AIDS anti-
retroviral drugs to below a dollar 
a day. This brought the cost of 
expensive antiretroviral medica-
tions down from about $12,000 to 

no more than $365 per year. 
Besides, the Indian government 

is providing additional incen-
tives to attract foreign patients. 
These incentives capitalize on 
the country’s “exotic” appeal, and 
include tourism packages allowing 
patients to bring along a compan-
ion for a discounted travel cost to 
sightsee landmarks such as the 
Taj Mahal. 

For English-speaking Africans 
such as Ms. Ogbonna, language 
is not a barrier, as English is the 
lingua franca in India. And for 
those seeking forms of treatment 
other than surgery, India is home 
to alternative treatments such as 
Ayurveda, a plant-based therapy 
that uses herbs, breathing exer-
cises, diet changes, meditation and 
stretching for healing.

Follow-up care and sustain-
ability

Ms. Ogbonna has recently 
returned to her home in Lagos 
where she is recuperating and 
where she spoke to Africa Re-
newal by phone. Doctors in India 
advised her to visit Apollo Hospital 
in Nigeria for a follow-up. But 
she fears that because of a lack of 
equipment, her Lagos doctor may 
not be able to provide the full post-
surgery care that she desires. 

Follow-up visits to India may 
not be possible for kidney trans-
plant patients who have relapsed 
and who may need to be hospi-
talized in a matter of minutes, 
considering the time needed to 
plan the journey (at least five days 

to get a visa) and the subsequent 
flight costs. 

To address these issues, the 
Indian government established 
the Focus Africa Programme 
and partnered with the African 
Union to set up the Pan African 
e-Network to ensure continuity 
care for patients.

Established in 2002, the Fo-
cus Africa Programme facilitates 
India’s trading with several Af-
rican countries, including Egypt, 
Nigeria, Kenya, and South Africa, 
in affordable pharmaceuticals (in 
addition to other trade items) so 
that they become easily accessible 
on the continent. 

The Pan-African e-Network 
promotes tele-education and tele-
medicine to ensure continuity of 
care for African patients treated 
in India. Tele-education allows 
one to receive lessons over an 
Internet connection or video, 
while tele-medicine specialises in 
diagnosing and providing health 
care from remote locations over a 
telecommunications device. Such 
a system allows a patient to access 
care through teaching hospitals in 
Africa that are connected to sister 
hospitals in India. 

Indian health care firms are 
also taking steps to create joint 
ventures with hospitals in Africa. 
At the moment they are investing 
in Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauri-
tius and Mozambique. 

South Africa
Meanwhile, South Africa has 

been making medical advanc-
es, with statistics showing that 
in 2012, between 300,000 and 
350,000 tourists from all around 
Africa travelled to South Africa 
for medical treatment. In addition 
to shorter travel times than India, 
South Africa advertises the added 
allure of safaris and spas. 

African travellers coming to 
South Africa for medical treat-
ments do so less for cost savings 
and more because of South Af-
rica’s advanced infrastructure 
and medical technology, as well 
as its doctors, whose skills are on 
par with international standards.

For Europeans and travellers 
from the Americas and Asia, 
South Africa offers an affordable 
alternative for many cosmetic pro-
cedures, thanks to the weak rand. 
For example, a breast augmenta-
tion procedure that costs $8,000 in 
the UK would cost about $3,600 in 
South Africa, according to Medical 
Tourism SA, a consultancy firm 
that offers total health care infor-
mation for medical travellers.

American patients who pay 
about $12,400 for in vitro fer-
tilisation, a procedure that helps 
a woman become pregnant, can 
expect to pay a third of that in 
South Africa.
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Many lured by affordable treatment, state-of-the art equipment, top-notch doctors and 
follow-up care
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I
n a bid to eradicate malaria in the 
country, MIRAL Pharm Limited, a 
leading indigenous pharmaceutical 
company in Nigeria, has announced 
the commencement of essay compe-

tition for students in tertiary institutions, 
starting with Nnamdi Azikiwe Univer-
sity, Awka. 

The topic for this year’s edition is in line 
with the theme for the 2016 World Ma-
laria Day which is ‘End Malaria for good’.

The scheme is targeted at promoting 
health literacy and research among stu-
dents. To enter the competition, partici-
pants are required to register and submit 
the essays which should not exceed 1,000 
words through an online portal. The reg-
istration and submission are expected to 
end on the 1st of March, 2017. The online 
registration and submission portal can be 
accessed through the company’s website 
– www.miralpharm.com

Prizes to be won include a one-year 
scholarship and a trip to selected facilities 
in India for the first prize. The second prize 
winner will get a one-year scholarship 
with a laptop, while the third prize will be 
offered a one-year scholarship. Consola-
tion prizes will also be won.

According to Onyeka Onyeibor, man-
aging director, Miral Pharm Ltd, the 
company is hopeful that the essays will 
uncover actionable research interests, 
saying that it is favourably disposed to 

supporting such research efforts. 
Through the ‘End Malaria for Good 

Project’, Miral Pharm intends to encour-
age thinking and quality expressions 
amongst students, while contributing 
knowledge to the nation’s research base.

He noted that at the commemora-
tion of the 2016 World Malaria Day, it 
was made known that about 31 million 
Nigerians were diagnosed with malaria 
in the previous year, which is a far cry 
from the expectation of the World Health 
Organisation in the eradication of malaria. 

In the process of elimination of malaria, 
pre-elimination stage is expected to ob-
serve less than one case per 1,000 persons. 
Achieving this great feat in the eradica-
tion of malaria involves a conscious effort 
that requires research and collaborations, 
he stressed.

Ifeyinwa Ugo-Amadi, project coordina-
tor, Miral Pharm, added that each essay 
will be evaluated based on its ingenuity, 
structure, insightfulness, content and 
language style by three independent 
examiners. She also said that plagiarism 
will not be permitted, stressing the need 
for students to reference the source of any 
information used.

Nnamdi Azikiwe University is sched-
uled as a pilot school while subsequent 
editions are expected to include other 
universities in the country.

Miral Pharm Limited is a healthcare 
company created to provide a trans-na-
tional platform for low cost and efficient 
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redistribution and marketing of pharma-
ceutical products, hospital consumables 
and lifestyle goods. Through a network 
of customers in the various countries 
where it operates, Miral sets out to be the 
preferred channel for delivering health-
care products to quality conscious and 
price sensitive people living in Africa, 
particularly West Africa.

Miral registers and promotes its own 
brands in various countries while ac-
tively seeking collaborations with other 
companies in the healthcare space. This 
non-traditional approach stems from the 
conviction that there is only one enemy 
– disease. This common enemy can best 
be defeated by sharing information, ex-

pertise and existing platforms in serving 
the customer.

In his speech, the Vice Chancellor, 
Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Prof Joseph 
Ahaneku, thanked Miral Pharm for its 
ingenuity and love in promoting health 
literacy and research among Nigerian 
students.

Ahaneku, who was represented by 
Carol Arinze-Umeobi, deputy vice chan-
cellor (admin), NAU, applauded the 
company for choosing Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University for this pilot phase, adding 
that the university was founded on the 
philosophy that knowledge should be 
propagated and disseminated to individu-
als without hindrance. 



T
he quest for the next African 
champions has begun at the 
31st edition of the Africa  Cup 
of Nations in Gabon.

Cup holder, Ivory Coast will 
battle it out with 15 other teams in a bid to 
retain the AFCON title won in 2015.

Sixteen teams in four groups each will 
battle in 32 matches over 23 days with the 
winner lifting the trophy and taking home 
a whopping sum of N1.2billion equivalent 
of $4m and £3.28m.

Here, we look at top teams and players 
to watch out for as the biggest football 
carnival goes on in Gabon.

Sixty years have passed since the first 
Nations Cup, which took place in Sudan 
in 1957, consisting of three teams and was 
won by Egypt.

Africa remains enthralled by the 
tournament, which has steadily grown 
to become the continent’s biggest sporting 
event, and the 2017 finals are guaranteed 
to provide a mix of flair, surprise, contro-
versy and historic moments.

Teams to Watch
Ivory Coast
Reigning champions, Ivory Coast, have 

a new-look squad following the retire-
ments of legendary players such as Yaya 
Toure and Didier Drogba. They struggled 
in qualifying but the same was true be-
fore they won the trophy two years ago. 
New recruit Zaha is tipped to lead as the 
main striker for the Elephants. Well, it’s a 
tournament full of surprises and lets see 
lf Ivory Coast can retain the title.

Ghana 
The Black stars might be considered 

the Germany of Africa and always come 

X-raying the 2017 AFCON 
ANTHONY NLEBEM good at the tournaments. But, the last of 

their four titles came in 1982 and they 
have suffered defeat in the finals three 
times since then, including on penalties to 
Ivory Coast last time out. Can they go one 
better in Gabon?

Algeria
Algeria boasts of Africa’s hottest prop-

erty in 2016, Riyad Mahrez, and his 
Leicester City team-mate Slimani as well 
as Porto midfielder Yacine Brahimi. They 
were unbeaten in the qualifying rounds 
and have strength in depth of their squad. 
They are favourite to win a second title.

Senegal
Senegal qualified with a 100% record 

and if they can maintain the fine form, and 
their hit-man Sadio Mane maintains his 
good form in front of goal, they will surely 
have a good chance of being there at the 
final stages of the tournament. Alongside 
Mane, they have big talents in the likes of 
Napoli defender Kalidou Koulibaly, West 
Ham midfielder Cheikhou Kouyate and 
Fenerbahce striker Moussa Sow.

Egypt
Egypt, a strong force to reckon with, 

also enjoyed a strong qualifying campaign 
and have the pedigree to perform when it 
matters most. Like Senegal, they will look 
to one player more than any other - Salah 
is charged with providing the inspiration 
to win matches.

However, it is notoriously difficult to 
predict any winner for the Nations Cup.

In 2012, Zambia caused a huge upset to 
take the prestigeous title and there is likely 
possibility of an upset in Gabon.

Star Players To Watch
Riyad Mahrez
The crowned king of Africa, player and 

BBC African Footballer of the Year 2016 is 
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one player to watch out for in Gabon.
The Algerian enjoyed spectacular suc-

cess last season when he inspired Leicester 
City to their first Premier League title.

Mahrez, 25, scored 17 league goals and 
was voted Professional Footballers’ Asso-
ciation Player of the Year – the first African 
to win the award.

He was also influential in Algeria quali-
fication for the 2017 Africa Cup of Nations.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
The host Gabon will be banking on the 

services of their talisman Pierre Aubamey-
ang at this year’s African Cup of Nations.

The Borrusia Dortumond striker has 
been one of the finest players in the world 
since 2014.

The French born player who was 
named the 2015 CAF player of the year is 
ranked amongst the best ten players in the 
world this year.

Aubameyang is known for his speed, 
having clocked 30 metres in 3.7 seconds, 
and his capability of playing as a forward 
or a winger.

Gabon will greatly depend on the 27-
year old forward for goals.

Sadio Mane
Mane, 24, became the most expensive 

African footballer in history when he 
joined Liverpool for £34m in the summer.
He has made an immediate impact at An-
field, with six goals and four assists in 11 
matches for the Reds. Before his move, he 
had scored eight league goals this year for 
Southampton, including a hat-trick against 
then champions Manchester City.

Quick on the turn, skilled and mesmer-
ic, Mane is coming into his own as a winger 
and will carry the weight of the Lions of 
Teranga’s expectations on his shoulders.

Mohamad Salah
As Roma winger, he has represented the 
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Egyptian national team since 2011 and also 
participated in the 2011 FIFA U-20 World 
Cup and the 2012 Summer Olympics.

He won the promising African Talent of 
the Year in 2012. In 2013, he was awarded 
the SAFP Golden Player award for being 
the best in Swiss Premier League.

He is tricky and unpredictable and will 
be expected to light sparks at the tourna-
ment.

Andre Ayew
Ghana is hardly lacking in the attacking 

department, but one man whose form may 
just carry them all the way is the 28-year-
old forward Andre Ayew.

The striker has hit most of the decisive 
goals for Black Stars in recent years for 
West Ham by December. Making it to 
Liberville, provides a clinical eye for goal 
could provide a serious headache for his 
defensive opponents.

Having impressed in his one season 
with Swansea last year, West Ham in-
vested £20.5m on the winger only to see 
him suffer a devastating thigh injury early 
in his Hammers career.

However, back to full fitness, Ayew will 
be keen to kick-start his season with the 
Black Stars.

Wilfried Zaha
Staying with Ivory Coast, we have for-

mer England international Wilfried Zaha 
who makes his debut having opted to walk 
away from the Three Lions following a 
Gareth Southgate snub.

The Crystal Palace winger, born in Abi-
djan, was brought up in London at age four 
and went on to earn two caps for England 
before reversing his decision.

‘I have made my choice,’ he said. ‘Now I 
want to play with Ivory Coast. It has been 
rewarding, firstly because I am proud to 
play for my country, then because the 
Ivorian selection has quality players and 
has always been a reservoir of talent.

‘So I made the right choice and I do not 
regret it.’

The tournament runs from January 14 
to February 5.

 



Memorable numbers from Africa Cup of Nations

A
s football actions continue 
today at the 31st edition 
of the Africa Cup of Na-
tion in Gabon, we look at 
some of the tournament’s 

most interesting statistics.

 1
 One team will be making their Cup 

of Nations debut in this year’s edition: 
Guinea-Bissau. That reduces to 15 the 
number of African countries never to 
have been represented at their conti-
nent’s showpiece tournament. Guinea-
Bissau will certainly enjoy their long-
awaited moment in the sun, although 
odds will be long on them becoming 
the first debutants since South Africa 
in 1996 to claim the title.

2
Two men won the tournament as 

both player and coach: Egypt’s Mah-
moud El-Gohary (1959 and 1998) and 
the late Stephen Keshi of Nigeria (1994 
and 2013).

 3
Three final defeats in succession is 

the run that Ghana will be looking to 
end in Gabon. The Black Stars have 
been beaten in each of their last three 
appearances in the decider, losing out to 
Côte d’Ivoire in 1992, Egypt in 2010 and 
the Ivorians again in 2015. Ghana, who 
have competed in nine Cup of Nations 
finals - more than any other nation - last 
won the African title back in 1982.

 3
Three Cup of Nations titles is a haul 

to which only two coaches in the tour-
nament’s history can lay claim: Ghana’s 
Charles Gyamfi (1963, 1965, 1982) and 
Hassan Shehata of Egypt (2006, 2008, 
2010). Morocco coach Herve Renard 
is aiming to become the third, and the 
Frenchman is already the only coach 
to have won the title with different 
nations, having lifted the trophy with 
Zambia in 2012 and Côte d’Ivoire in 
2015. To make fresh history, however, 
Renard will need to end the Moroccans’ 
41-year wait since their solitary Cup of 
Nations success in 1976.

 3
Three teams have managed to win 

consecutive Cup of Nations titles: 
Ghana (1963, 1965), Cameroon (2000, 

47C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 
Sports

ANTHONY NLEBEM with Agency Reports

 Sunday  15 January  2017

AFCON 2017 IN FOCUS

2002) and Egypt (2006, 2008, 2010). 
Côte d’Ivoire are bidding to become 
the fourth, having edged Ghana 9-8 in 
that mammoth penalty shoot-out in the 
2015 final. Les Elephants have reached 
three Cup of Nations finals since the 
turn of the century and all three have 
been settled by spot kicks.

 5
Five is the number of goals that Lau-

rent Pokou scored in a single game for 
Côte d’Ivoire when they romped to a 
6-1 win over Ethiopia at the 1970 finals, 
hosted in Sudan. It is a record now more 
than four decades old and one rarely 
threatened. The same game also holds 
the record for the biggest margin of vic-
tory at a Cup of Nations match.

 7
Seven Cup of Nations titles is the 

record tally held by Egypt. Ghana and 
Cameroon are the Pharaohs’ closest 
rivals in the all-time standings, with 
four championships apiece.

 9
Nine is the biggest number of goals 

that have been scored in a single Cup 
of Nations match, when Egypt beat 
Nigeria 6-3 in the 1963 finals in Ghana. 
Hassan Shazli netted four times and 
Ibrahim Reda got the other two for the 
Pharaohs in Kumasi. Egypt were 4-0 
ahead at half-time and the next five 
goals came in the final 12 minutes of 

the match.

 9
Nine host nations have previously 

lifted the trophy: Ethiopia (1962), Ghana 
(1963), Sudan (1970), Ghana (1978), Ni-
geria (1980), Egypt (1986, 2006), Algeria 
(1990), South Africa (1996) and Tunisia 
(2004). Gabon, who are staging the 
tournament for the second time - hav-
ing co-hosted with Equatorial Guinea 
in 2012 - are aiming to make that ten, 
but have never before made it past the 
quarter-finals.

18
Eighteen Cup of Nations goals is the 

haul that established Cameroon’s Sam-
uel Eto’o as the tournament’s all-time 
leading scorer. Ivorian Laurent Pokou 
follows with 14 goals, while Nigerian 
icon Rashidi Yekini sits third with 13.

 

19
Nineteen matches, stretched over 

13 years, is the record unbeaten run 
Egypt will be protecting on their return 
to the Cup of Nations. The Pharaohs, 
who failed to qualify for each of the last 
three editions, have not been beaten at 
the finals since a 2-1 reverse to Algeria 
in 2004. This was also the last African 
finals they competed in and failed to 
win. Egypt have won all nine of their 
most recent matches at the Cup of Na-
tions and kept clean sheets in four of 

their last five.

 23
Twenty three seconds is all it took 

Ayman Mansour of Egypt to score the 
quickest goal in the history of the tour-
nament when Egypt played against 
Gabon on a bitterly cold night at the El 
Menzah Stadium in Tunis during the 
1994 finals.

 26
Thirty six is the record number of 

games Rigobert Song played for Cam-
eroon at eight different finals between 
1996 and 2010. His record of eight 
different finals tournament appear-
ances is shared with Ahmed Hassan, 
although the Egyptian was only a 
squad member in 1996 and did not play.

 90
Ninety is the record number of 

matches that Egypt have played at 
the Cup of Nations. They have also 
won the most number of games at the 
tournament (51) and scored the most 
goals (154).

 99
Ninety nine is the number of goals 

that were scored at the finals in Ghana 
in 2008 in a total of 32 games, which is 
the record tally for a tournament. At 
the last finals in Equatorial Guinea, the 
total was 68.



 Published by BusinessDAY Media Ltd., The Brook, 6 Point Road, GRA, Apapa, Lagos.  Ghana Office: Zion House, Shiashie, OIC-Galaxy Road, East Legon, Accra.  
Tel:+ 233 243226596, +233244856806: email: bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com  Advert Hotline: 08116759801, 08082496194. Subscriptions  01-2950687, 07045792677. Newsroom: 08054691823

Editor: Zebulon Agomuo,  All correspondence to BusinessDAY Media Ltd., Box 1002, Festac Lagos. ISSN 1595 - 8590.

NEWS YOU CAN TRUST    I  SUNDAY 15 JANUARY 2017

“Lootocracy” 

T
his New Years Eve I joined a group 
of crazy carousers who swore to stay 
sober on this normally drunken 
night for one purpose only: should 
in case the clock stopped at 11:59 

p.m. and refused to go further, we would 
together grab the hand of the clock and 
push it to midnight by force! Things had 
gotten so bad in Nigeria, anything could 
happen.

Our vigil proved useful—or useless, 
depending on how you look at it : the clock 
did its duty and duly clocked midnight, 
ushering in the new year! 

“God has not given up on Nigeria!” 
shouted the group. “We have one more 
chance to make good!”

As soon as the drums and fireworks died 
down I trudged home and collapsed on the 
bed. When the phone rang, I was relieved to 
see it was already 10 o’clock. 

“Happy New Year! And thanks for not 
calling at 6 o’clock.”

“Happy New Year, sir! I know what day 
this is.”

Sounds like a sensible young man.
 “So what’s on your mind this early in the 

year?”
“I’m trying to grow up, sir. I was rusticated...”
“What for?”
“Campus cults, plus a few other offences. 

. . . I spent a year in the wilderness, suffering 
and thinking. Now I am back in the university, 
determined to turn over a new leaf.”

“Very good. You’ve seen the error of your 
ways? Try and make it a great year. My very 
best to you!”

“Thank you, sir. . . . We are trying to organize 
a Teach-In, the type we’re told American 
undergraduates used to have in the 1960s.”

“Interesting. Who’s ‘we’?”
“Me and my colleagues. Former cultists 

who were equally driven out. They have all 
had a change of mind, and now they want to 
make good.”

“Wonderful! Now they will really enjoy the 
university when they start using it for what it 
was built for!”

“Oh yes, sir. Our parents have sung it like a 
song for years.”

“What have your parents been saying?”
“They say the university is a four-to-six-year 

training camp to equip your mind and soul and 
body for the long cross-Saharan trek of life.”

“They are so right!”
“We didn’t think so before; but now we do.”
“So, what’s the topic of your Teach-In?”
“We want to start with the question: Is 

Nigeria a Democracy—or a Dictatorship? What 
do you think, sir?”

“Sounds like a thoughtful topic.”
“What would be your answer to the 

question, sir?”
“Why not ask a politician, a professor of 

political science, or a constitutional lawyer? 
They are the ones licensed to pronounce 
on such weighty matters with authority and 
confidence.”

“We have.”
“Aah-haaa! And what was their answer?”
“Their answers varied.”
 “What did they say?”
“Some said Nigeria is a Democracy, some 

a Dictatorship. Those were quite categorical.”
“I see.”
“But some called it a Mixed Grill.”
“A Mixed Grill?”
“Yes, sir, a little bit of this and a little bit 

of that. And that it all depends on how you 
look at it.”

“I see.”
“Yet still others said Nigeria is a Democracy 

in theory but a Dictatorship in practice.”
“Really! Can experts differ so greatly?”
“I’m just discovering it, sir; but evidently 

they can.”
“And your group, what do they think?”

“The answer we find most fascinating 
is the one that says that Nigeria is neither 
a Democracy nor a Dictatorship but a 
Lootocracy.”

“Whooaa!! What sort of wild animal is 
that??”

“It’s a monster allright. A lootocracy, 
as they defined it, is:         1. government as 
organized crime;   2. government of a nation 
by thieves and for thieves;   3. a state (country) 
or system of government organized for the 
primary purpose of looting the public treasury.”

“How is that possible in this sophisticated, 
evolved and technological 21st century?”

“Lootocracy, they said, is achieved through 
a variety of mechanisms and methods, 
including: a constitution deliberately 
filled with loopholes and absurdities; law 
enforcement that is easy to manoeuvre and 
override; elaborate civil service protocols of 
‘minutes’, queries and signatures intended 
to camouflage and facilitate the stealing, 
siphoning, embezzling and misappropriating 
of public funds with no questions asked; 
a judiciary whose dedication to form is 
intended to protect thieves as long as they 
followed protocol; and a banking system 
whose managers earn billions laundering the 
stolen funds.”

“Government as organized crime, hah? 
Racketeering at the top? Crime without 
punishment? That’s a new one!” 

“Yes. Lootocracy, they said, is a system that 
makes the crime extremely easy to commit 
because the criminals command unlimited 
power over the affairs of the polity; the 
criminals are extremely difficult to catch since 
they hide in plain sight and everybody knows 
who they are; and extremely difficult to punish 
since the law enforcement and judiciary are 
in the game.”

“Lord have mercy!!! Is this what you intend 
to teach in your Teach-In?”

“Yes, sir.”
“Who will do the teaching?”
“Those experts who gave the answers.”
“You must know that their answers will 

require demonstration, evidence.”
“We told them so, sir, and they agreed.”
Did they show you any of the evidence?”
“Yes, they did.”
“I’d like to hear some of it, if you don’t 

mind. . . . What a way to start a new year! . . . .”
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Quotes of the

Antivirus software depends on the virus 
definitions to identify malware. That is the 
reason it updates on the new viruses defini-
tions. Malware definitions contain signatures 
for any new viruses and other malware that 
has been classified as wild. If the antivirus 
software scans any application or file and if 
it finds the file infected by a malware that 
is similar to the malware in the malware 
definition. Then antivirus software termi-
nates the file from executing pushing it to 
the quarantine. The malware is processed 
accordingly corresponding to the type of 
antivirus software.

It is really essential for all the antivirus 
companies to update the definitions with 
the latest malware to ensure PC protection 
combating even the most latest form of mali-
cious threat. 

Signature-based detection - This is most 
common in Traditional antivirus software 
that checks all the .EXE files and validates 
it with the known list of viruses and other 
types of malware. or it checks if the un-
known executable files shows any misbehav-
iour as a sign of unknown viruses.

Files, programs and applications are basi-
cally scanned when they in use. Once an ex-
ecutable file is downloaded. It is scanned for 
any malware instantly. Antivirus software 
can also be used without the background 
on access scanning, but it is always advis-
able to use on access scanning because it is 
complex to remove malware once it infects 
your system.

Blogs
From the 

“We must deliver on infrastructure that is better than 
what is available in the Federal Capital Territory. We 
must aim at generating revenues much more than 
Lagos without putting unbearable tax burden on our 
people. We must therefore aim at developing our 
institutions because in the cause of this workshop, we 
shall be working on six thematic areas, which are the 
key pillars of our goal for the state.’’ Godwin Obaseki, 
Edo State Governor.
“The seat where Osinbajo is sitting should have been 
Tinubu’s but Nigeria’s political culture frowns at Mus-
lim/Muslim or Christian/Christian presidential ticket; 
that was why Osinbajo was brought in as a necessity, 
not as a foundation. Tinubu projected himself to be 
the Vice President to Buhari. No matter how badly 
the arrangement has now turned, the VP should not 
be treated poorly”. Dotun Hasan, president, Yoruba 
Youth Council (YYC).
“By weathering the storm in all stages of the competi-
tion, the Super Falcons displayed an uncommon spirit 
of patriotism to Nigeria. You have not only earned 
yourself a place in our history and advanced your 
careers as athletes, but your victory today is a vic-
tory to all Nigerians.We are proud of all the players 
and members of the technical crew more especially 
Florence Omagbemi, who made history as the first to 
win the championship as a player and a coach”. Yakubu 
Dogara , Speaker, House of Representatives.

Numbers
N49bn
The ban on vehicle importation through the land 
borders as well as the review of other fiscal items may 
have forced the Federal Government to reduce the 
projected revenue from the Nigeria Customs Service 
by N48.8bn in the 2017 fiscal period.

N47.6m
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission 
has slammed a N47.6m fine on the Transmission 
Company of Nigeria for various regulatory breaches.


