
 
 
  

BWA General Council Resolution 2007.1 

 

200th Anniversary of the Passing of the Act to Abolish the Slave Trade in the British Colonies  

The General Council of the Baptist World Alliance Annual Gathering, meeting in Accra, Ghana, July 2-7, 
2007:  

Resolves to commemorate in this historic setting the two hundredth anniversary of the beginning of the 
abolition of the slave trade.  

Admits a long history of human enslavement that has broken families, robbed identities, stripped dignity 
and inflicted deep and inexpressible pain.  

Confesses our own sinful silence and shameful histories of implicit and complicit involvement.  

Acknowledges and appreciates those who have already publicly and formally apologized for and repented 
of their and their nation's involvement in these monstrous acts against humanity.  

Stands in gratitude for the numerous men and women who have struggled for truth and justice, who 
refused to accept the enslavement of human beings, resisted enforced oppression, and lived lives of 
perseverance and meaning. Although often left nameless, their collective story is truly powerful.  

Calls for:  

Freedom for the 27 million still trapped in modern-day slavery across the world—from Brazil to 
Bangkok.  

Freedom from the global systems of economic injustice and exploitation that create the circumstances 
that foster slavery.  

Freedom from all forms of racism and bigotry that debase our societies.  

Freedom from our silence in the face of the above realities.  

Further calls on Baptists worldwide to stand against this ongoing and pervasive evil institution, support 
endeavors to eradicate it, study the history in order to isolate its causes and inform our present, and 
compassionately minister to those trapped by it.  

We resolve prayerfully to join hands together, to refuse to celebrate until freedom is found for all.  
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For more information about Baptist World Alliance resolutions, visit BaptistWorld.org/resolutions. 
Since its formation in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has networked the global Baptist family to impact 
the world for Christ with a commitment to strengthen worship, fellowship and unity; lead in mission and 
evangelism; respond to people in need through aid, relief, and community development; defend religious 
freedom, human rights, and justice; and advance theological reflection and leadership development. 


