
Many subscribers to The Wired Word have told us that in general, they prefer not to have political news 
as the basis for TWW lessons, and usually, we try to accommodate those requests. But because TWW is 
a news-driven discussion guide, and because some news broadly affects the nation as a whole, there 
come times when to exclude certain news solely because it's from the political arena is akin to ignoring 
the proverbial elephant in the room. 

It seems to us at TWW that the partial government shutdown, now the longest in U.S. history, is one such 
story. However, we also believe that it can be used in a nonpolitical way as the basis for a lesson, and 
that's what we are attempting to do here. A primary spiritual question of the shutdown is, "When do you 
stick to your principles, and when do you compromise?" We understand that both sides in the shutdown 
struggle are dug in over the issue of the border wall. But rather than get into partisan arguments about 
who is right and who is wrong on that issue, we'll look for some biblical guidance on the matter of 
compromise that we can apply to the struggles of our personal lives and relationships -- and hope that by 
the time you use this lesson, those with power to end the government shutdown have found the will to do 
so and a way to make it happen. 

If you'd prefer a different topic, look at our second lesson, which begins with the news that citizen 
scientists have discovered another exoplanet. The discovery provides us with the opportunity to explore 
what we can learn about God and what God wants to teach us as we observe the glories of the universe. 

You are welcome to email the student version of either lesson to your class members, depending on 
which lesson you prefer to use for your class time. To do so, click here. 

May God bless you as you teach the scriptures this week. 

The Editorial Team of The Wired Word 

 

Learning Compromise Amid Disagreement 

The Wired Word for the Week of January 20, 2019 

In the News 

It is to be hoped that by the time you use this lesson, the partial shutdown of the federal 

government has been resolved, all departments are again in operation, all government services 

have been restored, and all federal employees who have not been paid during the shutdown are 

again receiving their salary. 

But whether that has happened or not, the shutdown serves as a backdrop for this lesson, and 

provides an opportunity to consider the topic of compromise as it applies to our own lives and 

relationships. 

The political issues involved in the shutdown have been widely reported and argued in news 

media, and we will not repeat them here. But a few facts are worth mentioning: 

 The shutdown began December 22 and is now the longest in U.S. history. 

http://www.thewiredword.com/subscriber/studentlist.aspx


 The shutdown is called "partial" because back in September, Congress passed (and the 

president signed) full-year appropriations for Congress, the Departments of Veterans' 

Affairs, Defense, Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education. So those parts of 

the federal government are fully funded and functioning. 

 The political stalemate over the border wall has left the Departments of Homeland 

Security (which includes the Coast Guard and the Customs and Border Protection 

Agency, though members of both groups are required to continue working, unpaid), 

State, Justice, Interior (which includes the national parks), science-related agencies 

(includes NASA), and the rest of government closed except for essential functions. In 

some cases, user fees provide partial funding for services. 
o   
 The part of government which is shut down is significant. According to one calculation, 

the shutdown affects about 38 percent of the overall federal workforce, and 60 percent 

of the workforce with primarily domestic responsibilities. 

 Translating percentages to numbers, about 420,000 federal employees deemed essential 

are working without pay, while another 380,000 have been placed on unpaid leave, or 

furlough. There have been reports that some managers are using this as an opportunity 

to reward good workers by keeping them working, knowing that they will eventually 

get paid, while furloughing the non-productive, who will see a pay cut. Employees do 

continue to receive medical benefits. In all, the federal government employs about 2.1 

million civilian workers. 
o   
 Many thousands of contract employees of various federal government agencies have been 

furloughed, and they won't get back pay when the shutdown ends. 

 Many Americans not employed by the federal government are nonetheless indirectly 

affected by it -- in terms of lost income because of unpaid federal employees not 

spending for goods and services, and in terms of government services and facilities 

(such as national parks) not being available to members of the public. 

 Many important things are not affected by the shutdown: Medicare, Medicaid and the 

Health Insurance Marketplace (aka Obamacare), Social Security, disability checks and 

veterans' benefits, getting a passport and receiving mail (the U.S. Postal Service is an 

independent agency funded by sales of postage and services, not taxes). The IRS, while 

continuing to issue refunds, is not conducting audits. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Your Questions About the Federal Government Shutdown -- Answered. CNN  

Five Ways the Government Shutdown Could End -- and Why They Probably Won't 

Happen. USA Today  

Resolution of Border Wall Showdown Not Likely to End Shutdown. The Washington Times  

How Is the Shutdown Affecting America? Let Us Count the Ways. NPR  
90 (and Counting) Very Real Direct Effects of the Partial Government Shutdown. CNN 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/12/politics/government-shutdown-qa/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/12/politics/government-shutdown-qa/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/01/14/government-shutdown-how-will-it-end/2565793002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/01/14/government-shutdown-how-will-it-end/2565793002/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/jan/13/shutdown-wont-end-border-wall-resolution/
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/09/683642605/how-is-the-shutdown-affecting-america-let-us-count-the-ways
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/10/politics/shutdown-effects-list/index.html


Applying the News Story 

The party spirit today may make it impossible for the government shutdown to be ended by 

compromise. One side or the other may have to yield. Nonetheless, in our relationships with 

others, including those who share our home, compromise may be exactly what is needed to 

resolve some disagreements. 

And there's nothing un-Christian about compromise per se. 

The Big Questions 

1. In your relationships with others, when disagreements occur, what conditions need to be 

present in you for compromise to occur? What conditions need to be present in the other person? 

2. How can Christians obey Jesus' command to love one another even when they have passionate 

and significant disagreements with each other? What specific behaviors should we avoid? 

3. At what point, if any, should we take an unyielding stand and refuse to compromise? Who 

wins in such a case and who gets hurt? 

4. To what degree should concern for the common good guide your decisions about when to 

compromise versus when to refuse to do so? To what degree does a humility which 

acknowledges, "Perhaps I'm not totally correct" come to bear? 

5. In what ways can Christians work together to fix political gridlock and open the public square 

for thoughtful, considerate, respectful discussion of our nation's critical issues? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Luke 12:58 

Thus, when you go with your accuser before a magistrate, on the way make an effort to settle the 

case, or you may be dragged before the judge, and the judge hand you over to the officer, and 

the officer throw you in prison. (For context, read 12:57-59.) 

Here is Jesus himself urging his hearers to make an attempt to "settle the case" when in a 

disagreement with someone else. Settling, at least in some cases, may be through compromise, 

Jesus seems to be saying. 

Question: When has a compromise with a friend or loved one been a good solution for both of 

you? When has it been a mistake? What generalizations, if any, have you taken away from your 

experience with compromise? 

Nehemiah 2:18 
So they committed themselves to the common good. (For context, read 2:11-18.) 
Romans 14:7 (Phillips) 



The truth is that we neither live nor die as self-contained units. (For context, read 14:7-12). 
Philippians 2:4 

Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. (For context, read 

2:1-11.) 
James 1:19-20 
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. (For context, read 1:19-25.) 

Together, these four verses from various places in the Bible offer guidance for why compromise 

is sometimes an acceptable way to handle disagreements with others. 

Questions: How would you sum up the intent of the four verses above? Do you think they apply 

to only "spiritual things," however you define them, or also to what some people call the "real 

world." Is there a difference between the two, and if so, what is it? 

Romans 15:1-3 

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 

Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building up the neighbor. For 

Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, "The insults of those who insult you have fallen 

on me." (For context, read 15:1-6.) 

At one point in C.S. Lewis' book, The Screwtape Letters the demon Wormwood mocks humans, 

stating that if disagreeing humans would consider the other side of an argument, and out of love 

(or charity), each tried to defer to the other, then heaven's triumph would be sealed. 

Questions: Under what conditions have you deferred to someone who may not have been as 

strong in the faith as you? When has someone deferred to you for that reason? What might be the 

result if such treatment was practiced widely in society? 

Ephesians 4:31-32 

Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with 

all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

has forgiven you. (For context, read 4:25--5:2.) 

These verses suggest that bitterness, wrath, anger, wrangling, slander, malice and the like are not 

just things that spring up within us and are inevitable when disagreeing with others. If, as Paul 

urges, we can put them away from us, that means we have some control over them and can, with 

effort, tone them down or sublimate them to concern about greater things that we can accomplish 

jointly with others, even some with whom we disagree. 

Questions: In what ways would these verses be good advice for this time in our country? In our 

own lives? How might we promote such a view? 

For Further Discussion 



1. How can people within a congregation or other church body who disagree with each other (on 

anything from homosexuality to the color of the carpet or who has authority over the use of the 

church kitchen) proceed in mission as one united body of Christ? When might this unity best be 

put into practice by having separate organizations? For opposing groups who are not Christians, 

what other common ground is available? 

2. Are politics simply too explosive for you to speak about in your congregation? Can there be 

more than one Christian position, politically speaking? Discuss how the various meanings of the 

term "Christian" come into play. Should the Christian be judged by a separate morality from the 

non-Christian? What topics do you avoid talking about in church or with family and friends, 

Christian or otherwise? Is this the right thing to do? Why or why not? 

3. Comment on this, from Thomas Jefferson: "I never considered a difference of opinion in 

politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend." While this statement 

sounds right, Jefferson, in his political race against John Adams, employed others to attack his 

opponent and the two did not correspond for years until their mutual friend Benjamin Rush 

helped to bridge the abyss between them.  
              Jefferson had written to Abigail Adams professing ignorance as to why there had been 

conflict between the two sides, and she wrote back listing all the blackguard things he had done. 

(And, to be fair, John Adams was not innocent in the breach either.) In the words of Isaac 

Asimov, no one is a villain in his or her own mind. 

Responding to the News 

This is a good time to think about the hopes and dreams of those who view things differently, 

and consider where you have common ground. Regarding specific disagreement, ask yourself, 

"What am I willing to bend on to save the relationship and achieve mutual goals?" 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to think well, love well, and when it is the best thing, yield well. In Jesus' name. 

Amen. 

Other News This Week 

Citizen Scientists Discover Previously Unknown Planets 

In the News 

"I've always been fascinated by the quest for distant worlds and distant life," said Christopher 

Tanner, one of the citizen scientists credited with the recent discovery of a previously 

unidentified exoplanet. 

That exoplanet, K2-288Bb, is about twice as large as Earth and circles a small red star 226 light-

years away from Earth in the so-called habitable zone, where life could exist, in the constellation 

Taurus. Planets that orbit other stars in our galaxy are known as exoplanets. 



Initially, professional scientists failed to detect the planet, according to University of Chicago 

astronomer Adina Feinstein, who credited "the eyes and excitement of the citizen scientists" for 

drawing their attention to the new planet. 

Tanner is one of the 22,000 amateur astronomers who make up Exoplanet Explorers, a project 

sponsored by Zooniverse. It is similar to other networks, such as Planet Hunters (comprised of 

more than 40,000 volunteers) or Galaxy Zoo, which mobilize ordinary people to sift through 

reams of data to identify and characterize heavenly bodies and the millions of galaxies to which 

they belong. 

Before 2009, astronomers had identified about 500 exoplanets. That year, a $600 million Kepler 

spacecraft carrying a powerful telescope was launched, which focused on a section of the sky 

containing more than 156,000 stars. In the next year alone, Kepler fingered 706 other heavenly 

bodies as possible exoplanets. 

Since then, astronomers have confirmed the existence of 3,869 exoplanets, thanks to a 

sophisticated computer "sifting" program and the help of citizen scientists. At least 40 of the 

exoplanets may be capable of sustaining life. 

Volunteers have flagged phenomena in the Kepler data that could result in as many as 1,235 

exoplanets being added to the list, if follow-up observations by ground-based and space 

telescopes back up the initial findings. Researchers estimate that eight of 10 of these discoveries 

will be confirmed as genuine exoplanets. 

The Kepler spacecraft ran out of fuel October 30, 2018, and NASA retired the telescope. 

Kepler had collected the data about K2-288Bb in early 2015, but it wasn't until 2016 that 

Exoplanet Explorers began to examine Kepler archival data previously considered worthless for 

hints of the existence of undiscovered alien planets. 

Volunteers located K2-288Bb when they noticed subtle dimming of the brightness of the 

exoplanet's host star that suggested that a planet might be orbiting in front of, or transiting, the 

star. Such astronomical transits can help researchers detect exoplanets that are too small and too 

distant to be observed directly. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Citizen Scientists Discover Strange New World That Pro Astronomers Missed. NBC 

K2-288Bb: A Small Temperate Planet in a Low-mass Binary System Discovered by Citizen 

Scientists. The Astronomical Journal 

Exoplanet Explorers. Zooniverse.org 

Initial Planet Candidates. Planet Hunters Blog 

Citizen Scientists Help Find Alien Planets. Space.com 

The Big Questions 

https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/citizen-scientists-discover-strange-new-world-pro-astronomers-missed-ncna956761
https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/citizen-scientists-discover-strange-new-world-pro-astronomers-missed-ncna956761
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.3847/1538-3881/aafa70
http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.3847/1538-3881/aafa70
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/ianc2/exoplanet-explorers
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/ianc2/exoplanet-explorers
https://blog.planethunters.org/
https://blog.planethunters.org/
https://www.space.com/11409-alien-planets-kepler-telescope-public.html


1. What do you see when you look at heavenly bodies and other marvels of the universe? How 

do you respond to what you have observed? 

2. When you look at the heavens, what, if anything, do you sense them telling you about God? 

About yourself in relation to God? 

3. What might the fact that citizen scientists rather than professional astronomers have been 

credited with the discovery of the new exoplanet suggest about the respective roles of clergy and 

laity in seeking to know God's nature, work and ways? 

4. How can we appreciate the beauty of the universe without putting created things or beings in 

the place of God? 

5. What is the difference between pantheism (a belief that identifies God with the universe, or 

regards the universe as a manifestation of God) and the omnipresence of God? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

Here are some Bible verses to guide your discussion: 

Psalm 8:1, 3-4 

O LORD, our Sovereign, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. …  

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

    the moon and the stars that you have established; 

what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

    mortals that you care for them? (For context, read 8:1-9.) 
Psalm 19:1 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

    and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. (For context, read 19:1-6.) 
Psalm 50:6 

The heavens declare his righteousness, 

    for God himself is judge. (For context, read 50:1-6.) 

In the Psalm 8 text, as the psalmist gazes at the heavens and marvels at the wonders there 

displayed, he is humbled to think that, considering the vastness of the universe, God should take 

any note whatsoever of humankind. 

In the next two texts, we see the created heavens bearing witness to aspects of God's character 

and the quality and nature of his work. 

In Matthew 6:26-34, Jesus invited his disciples to look at other parts of creation: specifically, at 

the birds of the air and the lilies and grass of the field, which also teach us something about God 

(that God knows our need and provides for us as he does for all creation), about humankind (that 

God values us), and about our relationship with God (that we can put aside our anxiety and trust 

God). 



Questions: What lessons about God have you learned from observing the natural world? 

When is the last time you had the sense of God's greatness and your own smallness by 

comparison? Where were you when you had that sensation? Did the experience prompt you to 

respond to God in some way, and if so, how? 

Deuteronomy 4:19, 39-40 

And when you look up to the heavens and see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of 

heaven, do not be led astray and bow down to them and serve them, things that the LORD your 

God has allotted to all the peoples everywhere under heaven. … So acknowledge today and take 

to heart that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. Keep 

his statutes and his commandments, which I am commanding you today for your own well-being 

and that of your descendants after you, so that you may long remain in the land that the LORD 

your God is giving you for all time. (For context, read 4:15-20; 39-40.) 

In this chapter, Moses instructed the people not to worship idols or any created being or thing, 

but to keep the commandments of the Lord their God (v. 2). If they did fall into idol worship, 

Moses said, they would be taken from their land into exile, where they would "serve other gods 

made by human hands, objects of wood and stone that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell" 

(v. 28). But if they sought after God with all their heart and soul, they would find him (v. 29) a 

merciful God who keeps his covenant with his people, even when the people are unfaithful (v. 

31). 

Questions: What is the difference between consulting the stars when planning your day, and 

looking to the heavens to understand what they might be telling us about God? Is reading your 

horoscope a form of idolatry, and should Christians avoid following astrology? Why or why not? 

What precautions should we take to guard against idolizing created beings and bodies in earth or 

in heaven? 

Genesis 15:5-6 

[The Lord] brought [Abram] outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you 

are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed 

the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. (For context, read 15:1-6.) 

Have you ever had a dream die unfulfilled, leading you to believe it could never be revived? That 

was the reality for Abram and Sarah as they neared the age of 100 and 90 respectively. 

The idea that Abram and Sarah would ever have a son at their advanced age, let alone 

descendants as innumerable as the stars of heaven and as the grains of sand by the seashore, was 

outside the realm of possibility, from a human perspective. Abram was "too old ... as good as 

dead" and his wife "was barren." If having a child depended on human effort or capability, there 

was no way that would ever happen for them. 

But Abram "received power of procreation ... because he considered him faithful who had 

promised" (Hebrews 11:11-12). 



Abram's faith was not in his own strength, but in the faithful character of God. 

Questions: How do you think God's invitation to Abram to "look toward heaven and count the 

stars" affected Abram's ability to believe God? Could it have had the opposite effect, leading to 

despair? Upon what did Abram focus, and how did that focus overcome fear and hopelessness? 

Matthew 2:1-2, 9-10 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." … When they had heard 

[Herod] the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 

rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. (For context, read 2:1-12.) 

Genesis 1:14-15 says God created the lights in the sky to separate day from night, to be for signs, 

to organize time into days, years and seasons, and to give light upon the earth. The sky watchers 

in Matthew 2 didn't just marvel at the splendor of the stars; they sought to interpret what the 

signs in the heavens meant. 

Something about the star they observed piqued the interest of the wise men, leading them to 

conclude that it signaled the birth of a new king of Judea. It would have seemed logical to them 

that such a child would be born in a royal palace, so they made inquiries in the capital city of 

Jerusalem as to where they might pay their respects. 

After getting directions from King Herod, the stargazers made their way to Bethlehem, following 

the star that had first alerted them that something unusual was happening. When the star stopped 

over the place where the child was, they saw the child, to whom they knelt and paid homage, 

offering him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they slipped out of the country by another route. 

Not everyone welcomed the heavenly portent or what it signified. King Herod reacted to the star 

by becoming fearful, infuriated and violent. After he learned that the star watchers had eluded 

him, he killed all the children in and around Bethlehem, from newborns to the age of 2 (Matthew 

2:16). 

It's worth noting that though the sight of the star filled the wise men with overwhelming joy, they 

did not worship it, but worshiped the child to whom the star directed them. It was his star 

because he created it (Colossians 1:15-16; John 1:1-3; Hebrews 1:2, 10), and because it pointed 

people to him.   

In Philippians 2:14-15, Paul urges the disciples to behave in such a way that they may "shine like 

stars in the world," as "blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and perverse generation." 



Questions: What people in your life have "shone like stars," not prompting you to worship them, 

but pointing you to Christ, so that you would be drawn closer to him? Take a moment to thank 

God for those who serve as signs directing others to Jesus. 

How can you be like the star that guided the wise men to the Christ child? What does Matthew 

5:16 tell us about how we can shine light in such a way that it causes people to give God glory? 

For Further Discussion 

1. Astronomers tell us our sun will burn out in 5 billion or so years. How do you match up that 

reality with the picture of the end-times painted in Revelation 21, where it says God will wipe 

away all tears and "death will be no more"? Are those two visions in conflict? 

2. In 1930, Clyde Tombaugh discovered Pluto -- first identified as a planet, later demoted to 

"dwarf planet" -- before he went to college and became a professional astronomer. Do you know 

someone (maybe even you) who has done something as an amateur that professionals in the field 

later acknowledged and honored? Do you consider such achievements divine gifts or just luck? 

3. Comment on this, from TWW team member Mary Sells: "Ignatian spirituality includes 

recognizing God is everywhere, within us and around us -- which can be a challenge at times, as 

we sometimes perceive God is "out there," somewhere remote. Perhaps that is like discovering a 

planet that God had there all along -- we just needed to look." 

4. Consider this, from TWW team member Frank Ramirez: "Remember what Jesus says about 

having other flocks than these ('I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.' John 

10:16). This is especially important when we look at exoplanets.  
              "When Jezebel was pursuing the prophet Elijah to kill him, he told God he was 

depressed because he was the only faithful God follower left. God told him there were seven 

thousand faithful people who had not bowed down to Baal (1 Kings 19:1-18).  
              "We live in a God-centered universe, but we tend to think of it as human-centered, or 

me-centered. These exoplanets remind us that there is so much happening, rich and bountiful, in 

God's universe. We're off at the edge."  
              Is it possible that some of those "other sheep" and "faithful people" live on planets 

elsewhere in the universe? How do you feel about that possibility? 

Responding to the News 

1. Listen to the song, Abraham, by Phil Keaggy. Alternatively, take a walk outside without 

electronic devices; visit a planetarium, arboretum, ocean, garden, mountain, waterfall or other 

natural area. Look up! Look at the expanse around you. Look at minute detail. What do you see, 

hear, smell, taste, and feel? What does the physical world communicate to you about God? Talk 

to God about your impressions. 

2. Consider joining a group of space enthusiasts, such as Planet Hunters, Exoplanet Explorers, 

Galaxy Zoo or a group of citizen scientists in another field of exploration, such as The Great 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FBmMa_6r7kY
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/


Backyard Bird Count. Keep a diary of your observations and what they teach you about God and 

his ways. 

Prayer suggested by Psalm 147:1, 4-5; 148:1-6, 13; Philippians 2:14-15 

Almighty God, whose power is abundant and whose understanding is beyond measure, we join 

with all your angels, the sun and moon, all shining stars and heavenly bodies to praise you, for 

you commanded, and they were created. You determined the number of the stars and gave to all 

of them their names. We exalt your name, for your glory is above earth and heaven. As the 

heavenly bodies declare your glory and direct us to you, may we be signposts pointing others to 

you. In Jesus' name. Amen. 
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