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Introduction 

This is a grammar lesson. 

Instructions 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header.   Make sure that your handwriting is neat and legible. (I will 

be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School). 

Practice Exercise 2  

1. There are commonly confused words. These words share a similar pronunciation, meaning or 

spelling. These words may sound alike when spoken, but they can carry entirely different usages and 

meanings. 

2. Copy this information into your books before you start the exercise. 

Rewrite each of the sentences with the most appropriate word from the options given. 
A. The rain had little ………………… on the drought (affect, effect) 

B. We ……………………… that idea yesterday. (disgust, discussed) 

C. The play ……………………… after the interruption (preceded, proceeded) 

D. The police ……………………. the stolen goods (ceased seized) 

E. We were able to ………………… a clever solution to the problem. (device, devise) 

F. The mayor ………....... thanked the prefects for the school’s donation. (formerly, formally) 

G. The ……………………. were evacuated while the building was checked (personal, personnel) 

H. Tom was very …………………. when he cleaned the cage (through, thorough) 

I. This was a ………………………… (recent, resent) 

J. Jessica’s story was shorter ……………………….. mine (than, then) 

You just looked at some common confusing words. There are still some out there. You may have 

noticed that some appear as verbs while others appear as nouns. The hint is to identify the words in 

brackets first, State whether it is a noun or verb. Then look at the word before the blank and after the 

blank. 

If a noun (naming word) is before the blank, then it is highly likely that the blank will take on the verb. 

( action word) 

If an adjective (describing word) comes before the blank, then it is possible that a noun is needed in 

the blank. 
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