
Water Planning Council Advisory Group 
 

June 19, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG or group) was held at 
the Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA), in New Britain, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present: 

Aaron Budris   Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments 
Karen Burnaska  CT Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound 
Josh Cansler   Southeastern CT Water Authority 
Alicea Charamut  Fisheries Advisory Council 
John Hudak   South Central CT Regional Water Authority  
Patrick Kearny  Manchester Water & Sewer 
Fred Klein   CT Power and Energy Society 
Dan Lawrence   Aquarion 
Joan Nichols   CT Farm Bureau 
Denise Savageau  Town of Greenwich 
Tom Tyler   MDC 
Robert Wesneski  Avon Water Company 
 

Members by Phone: 
Len DeJong   Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 
 

Other Attendees: 
Stephen Anderson  DoAg 
Dan Aubin   DPH 
Corinne Fitting  DEEP 
Gail Lucchina   PURA 
Ehren Meisinger  CRC 
Charles Rothenberger  Rome Smith 
Martha Smith   West River Watershed Coalition 
Lori Vitagliano (by phone) SCRWA 
Maureen Westbrook  CT Water Co. 
Bruce Wittchen  OPM 
 

Members Absent: 
Eric Brown   CBIA 
Curtis Anderson  Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association 
Virginia de Lima  USGS CT Water Science Center  
David Knauf   Darien Health Department  
Margaret Miner  Rivers Alliance  
Richard Sobolewski  OCC  
Kevin Sullivan   Green Industry 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:31. 
 
 
 

http://www.ct.gov/pura/site/default.asp
http://www.nvcogct.org/
http://www.ctenvironment.org/
http://www.waterauthority.org/
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2696&Q=322704
http://www.rwater.com/
http://waterandsewer.townofmanchester.org/
http://www.ctpower.org/
http://aquarion.com/
http://www.cfba.org/
http://www.greenwichct.org/Government/Departments/Conservation_Commission/
http://www.themdc.com/
https://www.avonwater.com/
http://www.pomperaug.org/
http://www.ct.gov/doag/site/default.asp
http://www.ct.gov/dph/
http://www.ct.gov/deep
http://www.ct.gov/pura
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=385462&opmNav_GID=1807%20
http://www.cbia.com/home.php
http://www.cicaweb.org/
http://ct.water.usgs.gov/
http://www.darienct.gov/content/28025/28541/default.aspx
http://www.riversalliance.org/
http://www.ct.gov/occ/site/default.asp
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2. Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2018 meeting 
and the motion was approved unanimously, with Len DeJong and Fred Klein abstaining 
because they had not attended the meeting. 
 

3. WPCAG membership and mission 
 

a. Changes to membership 
 

John Hudak said the WPC appointed Alicea to be co-chair, as recommended by the 
WPCAG, replacing Margaret Miner who had stepped down.  Alicea said she is 
honored to be in this position as Margaret Miner has been her mentor. 

 
b. Nominating Committee 

 
Josh Cansler said the group met last month at Regional Water and again here at 
PURA prior to this meeting.  The committee’s goal is to complete a report for the 
group’s consideration a week before the next WPCAG meeting. 
 
Josh explained that the committee will recommend that WPCAG members be 
divided into four groups of five members and that five members be nominated to 
four year terms each year.  Those who have been members longest would be 
considered this year. 
 
Josh said the report will provide the details of the group’s recommendations.  He 
pointed out and that another goal is to improve the balance between members 
representing in-stream and out-of-stream interests, through attrition when possible.  
He noted that the Recreation and Boating positions will be combined into one and 
Len DeJong, who previously represented Recreation interests, will instead represent 
watershed protection interests, which is a better fit. 
 
Len DeJong said the Recreation & Boating position is currently vacant because the 
Executive Director of the White Memorial, who he thought might be interested, 
turned it down.  There was further discussion of the opening and Fred Klein 
suggested that the committee consider reaching out to the CT Marine Trades 
Association. 
 
Josh said people should provide any suggestions to the committee and noted that the 
business & industry position also needs to be filled.  He noted that WPCAG members’ 
meeting attendance has a role in the committee’s recommendations.  There was a 
discussion of the order of nominations and Josh mentioned that the report will 
provide more detail.  Fred Klein asked if incumbent members are automatically re-
nominated and Josh said they are if they attend meetings. 

 
4. State Water Plan 

 

https://www.whitememorialcc.org/
http://ctmarinetrades.org/
http://ctmarinetrades.org/
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a. State water plan implementation framework and planning committee 
 
John Hudak mentioned the Governor’s Executive Order directing the WPC to 
implement the water plan in conjunction with the WPCAG and committees and to 
resubmit the plan as is.  He noted that the WPC met on Friday and DEEP circulated 
two documents that compile all the recommendations contained in the plan.  There 
was a discussion of how the documents are organized, with tasks in the SWP Tasks 
Full List being compiled into various categories in the Prioritization List. 
 
John Hudak said the WPC asked the WPCAG to provide guidance regarding plan 
implementation at the WPC’s August meeting.  Each WPC agency has been asked to 
identify five priorities among the listed tasks by the WPC’s July meeting and the 
WPCAG also should if possible.  John noted that Betsy Gara expressed the CWWA’s 
disappointment regarding the executive order at last week’s meeting and Eric Brown 
expressed similar concern on behalf of the CBIA. 
 
Fred Klein asked about the role of the WPCAG ad hoc implementation group.  John 
Hudak explained that the group was established to develop recommendations about 
the permanent implementation group’s structure and regarding expectations for that 
group.  Given recent developments, the next step is to gather together the ad hoc 
group.  Len DeJong said the ad hoc group has 11 volunteers and will meet soon.  He 
mentioned that the ad hoc group will discuss the work product expected of them and 
the WPC’s expectations for that group. 
 
John Hudak said it will be a challenge to compile a list of WPCAG priorities by the 
7/10 WPC meeting and there was further discussion of prioritization.  Corinne 
Fitting explained DEEP’s approach for extracting tasks identified in the state water 
plan and rolling them into the shorter topic list.  She noted that they added broad 
topic names to help organize them.  There was a discussion of prioritization and John 
Hudak said one of the highest priorities should be to form the implementation group. 
 
Denise Savageau said some of the tasks are low-hanging fruit and noted that the 
updated drought plan is nearly complete.  Low impact development (LID) is being 
done now, so does not need to be a priority.  Corinne Fitting said electronic reporting 
will be a DEEP priority and Robert Wesneski said it is a necessary step.  There was a 
discussion of the time necessary to address diversion registration data deficiencies. 
 
Len DeJong recommended that each WPCAG members identify what they consider 
to be five priorities and the group compile those to determine the five it will submit 
to the WPC.  Maureen Westbrook pointed out that some topics include short and 
long term tasks.  John Hudak said the focus should be on individual tasks as 
priorities and noted that he considers data and implementation structure to be high 
priorities.  He said the WPCAG should be able to identify the group’s priorities before 
the 7/10 WPC meeting and Corinne Fitting added that the group should provide its 
full polling results. 
 
There was further discussion of the process for determining the group’s top five 
priorities and John Hudak said the group should poll members by 6/29.  Alicea 
Charamut said she and Denise Savageau can construct the poll for Bruce Wittchen to 
distribute to members. 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/D5B15C2FB2134AFAB6E70F56F516B7E7.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gzdstzntkz7yli4/SWP%20Tasks%20Full%20List.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gzdstzntkz7yli4/SWP%20Tasks%20Full%20List.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8l1h6jo0bukvgz8/Prioritization%20List.docx?dl=0
http://www.cwwa.org/
https://www.cbia.com/
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Dan Lawrence said implementation monitoring will be important and highlighted 
two tasks:  “Establish or designate a standing advisory committee to assist the WPC 
with Plan implementation” and “Review, assess and as necessary, redefine the role of 
the WPCAG”.  These tasks are critical if implementation proceeds as rapidly as 
discussed.  There was a discussion of which group should be responsible for 
monitoring. 
 
Dan Lawrence pointed out that there is considerable diversity among the tasks 
compiled within some of the topics on the short list.  Alicea Charamut said those can 
be thinned out and there was a discussion of possible cross-referencing.  A question 
was asked as to why some tasks mentioned in the longer list were not assigned to a 
particular topic on the shorter list.  Corinne Fitting explained that some are actions 
that must be done no matter how the WPC chooses to prioritize tasks and noted that 
the specific meaning of some others is unclear. 
 
There was further discussion of the lists and potential difficulties associated with 
some tasks.  Denise Savageau said some will require legislative action.  She also 
noted that investor-owned water companies do not have the same constraints as 
municipal or regional water utilities.  She said it will be important to be aware of such 
issues. 
 
John Hudak asked if anyone else has any points to raise and Bruce Wittchen 
recommended that the WPCAG ask members to identify ten, not five priorities.  He 
said that identifying five group priorities from lists of five individual priorities could 
result in identifying some tasks that only a few members consider to be a good idea. 
 

5. Old Business 
 
a. Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) update 

 
Dan Lawrence said each region’s integrated report has been submitted to DPH and 
the consultant is preparing a consolidated report.  He added that those reports have a 
number of themes in common with those in the state plan.  
 

b. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) update 
 
There was no update. 
 

6. New Business 
 
a. Other 

 
There was no new business. 

 
7. WPCAG Work Groups 

 
a. Watershed Lands Work Group 

 
Karen Burnaska said Margaret Miner is on vacation and they will organize the next 
meeting after her return.  Alicea Charamut mentioned that the Tilcon – New Britain 
will be at 6:00 on 6/26.  The hearing will begin with a presentation by Lenard, 

http://www.portal.ct.gov/DPH/Drinking-Water/WUCC/Water-Utility-Coordinating-Committee
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_014.htm
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followed by the Council’s hearing.  John Hudak said the WPC’s comments are 
available online. 
 

b. Other work group assignments and updates 
 
There were no updates. 

 
8. WPCAG Member Comment 

 
There were no further WPCAG member comments. 
 

9. Public Comment 
 
There were no further public comments. 
 

10. Future Meeting Date 
 
The next WPCAG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 17, 2018, at PURA. 
 

11. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes prepared by Bruce Wittchen, OPM 


