
The Book of Acts
Chapter 9

The Church in Acts-ion
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 

• We move on from chapter8, the adventures of Philip, to chapter 9, which focuses on the conversion
of Saul and the early part of his life as a christian. Saul’s conversion was the most important event
in the history of the church after the resurrection of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holt Spirit.
We know a few things about who saul was prior to his experience with /jesus on the road to
Damascus.

• Saul’s early life; Paul’s Jewish name was Saul, given at birth after his father or some near kin, or
even after the famous Old Testament King Saul, who like Paul was from the tribe of Benjamin.
Being born in a Roman city and claiming Roman citizenship, Paul (PaulosPaulos) was his official
Roman name.

• Tarsus, the place of Paul’s birth (Acts 22:3), is still a bustling city a few miles inland from the
Mediterranean on Turkey’s southern shore. By Paul’s day it was a self-governing city, loyal to the
Roman Empire. We do not know how Paul’s parents or forebearers came to live in Tarsus. Many
Jewish families emigrated from their homeland willingly or as a result of foreign intervention in
the centuries before Christ

• At an early age he entered the synagogue day school. Here he learned to read and write by copying
select passages of Scripture. He learned the ancient Hebrew language from Old Testament texts.
At home his parents probably spoke the current dialect—Aramaic. As Paul related to the larger
community, he learned the Greek language. Every Jewish boy also learned a trade. Paul learned
the art of tentmaking which he later used as a means of sustenance (Acts 18:3).

• Paul eventually went to Jerusalem to study under the famous rabbi, Gamaliel. He was probably 13
to 18 years old. See Gamaliel. Paul had been well trained by the best Jewish teacher of that day
(Acts 22:3). Paul became very zealous for the traditions, that is teachings, of his people (Gal. 1:14).
He was a Pharisee (Phil. 3:5).

• This zealous commitment to the study of the Old Testament laws and traditions is the background of
Paul’s persecution of his Jewish brothers who believed Jesus was the Messiah. Luke introduced
Paul in the Book of Acts at the execution of Stephen.

Acts 9:1-43(KJV) 1And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord, went unto the high priest,

• Saul was intent on killing those who embraced Jesus as Messiah. He considered those Jews who
embraced Jesus as traitors who rejected Moses and advocated the destruction of the temple

2And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they
were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

• For trial and execution
3And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from
heaven:
4And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5And
he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it  isit  is hard for thee to



he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it  isit  is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks. \

• Jesus told Saul it’s hard – painful to kick against the cattle prod. Jesus had obviously been calling
Saul, but he refusedto pick up the phone

6And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord saidsaid unto
him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

• This experience was so powerful, so overwhelming that Jesus’ number one enemy became his most
ardent advocate in a matter of minutes. Jesus instructed him to go into the city where His plan for
Saul would be revealed

7And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8And Saul
arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and
brought himhim into Damascus. 9And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

• For 72 hoursSaul was totally blind and would not eat. Like jonah, he was in darkness for three days,
like Jesus, he was in darkness for three days. Jonah came out of the fish, Jesus came out of the
tomb, and Saul Would come out of blindness, physically and spiritually.

10And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision,
Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am heream here, Lord. 11And the Lord saidsaid unto him, Arise, and go into the
street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for oneone called Saul, of Tarsus: for,
behold, he prayeth,

• Saul was seeking God in prayer
2And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting hishis hand on him, that he might
receive his sight.

• God showed saul he would once again be able to see
13Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy
saints at Jerusalem: 14And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.

• Ananias wanted assurances from God that his mission to Saul was worthwhile. Why should he help
an enemy of Jesus?

• God is not afraid of questions. He answered Ananias and reassured him.
15But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 16For I will show him how great things he must suffer for
my name’s sake.

• God revealed His plan for Suul’s life to saul immediately. Saul had been praying
• Jeremiah 33:3(KJV) 3Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things,

which thou knowest not.
17And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul,
the Lord, eveneven Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

• Ananias was a courageous and obedient man – he did not hesitate to pray for Saul
• That his sight would be restored
• That he would receive the Holy Spirit
• Saul already had accepted Jesus, but he still needed the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to carry

out his mission – Acts 1:8
18And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and
arose, and was baptized.

• Saul immediately identified with Jesus by being baptized, leaving his Pharisaic traing behind
• Philippians 3:4-7(NIV)4though I myself have reasons for such confidence.If anyone else thinks he

has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;
6as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.7But whatever was to
my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.

19And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples
which were at Damascus. 20And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of
God. 21But all that heard himhim were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on
this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief
priests? 22But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus,



priests? 22But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus,
proving that this is very Christ.

• Suul became Jewish enemy number one.
23And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him:

• Saul became Israel’s Most Wanted
24But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. 25Then
the disciples took him by night, and let himhim down by the wall in a basket.

• Saul’s enemies watched his every move trying to catch him and kill him. He escaped their plans
26And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all
afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.

• Saul needed someone who could vouch for him, that he was genuine in his conversion. God had
another courageous man ready for the task. His name was Barnabas, and he played an important
role in the early ministry of Saul, first as his mentor, then as his associate and helper

27But Barnabas took him, and brought himhim to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the
Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the
name of Jesus. 28And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.
29And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went
about to slay him. 30WhichWhich when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him
forth to Tarsus.

• It was too hot for Saul in Judea, so the apostles sent him home to Tarsus
31Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

• The Jews lost their number one asset in Saul. Without him they could not sustain the persecution
against the church

• The church had rest in Judea

• The ministry of Peter

• Peter’s role among the disciples and the promise of his leadership in the early church (see especially
Matt. 16:17-19), Peter did not emerge as the leader of either form of primitive Christianity.
Though he played an influential role in establishing the Jerusalem church (see the early chapters
of Acts), James, the brother of Jesus, assumed the leadership role of the Jewish community.
Though Peter was active in the incipient stages of the Gentile mission (see Acts 10-11), Paul
became the “apostle to the gentiles.”

32And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quartersquarters, he came down also to the saints which
dwelt at Lydda. 33And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years,
and was sick of the palsy. 34And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and
make thy bed. And he arose immediately. 35And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to
the Lord.

• This miracle in which Peter participated resulted in the salvation of two cities
36Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this
woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. 37And it came to pass in those days, that she
was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid herher in an upper chamber. 38And forasmuch as
Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two men,
desiring himhim that he would not delay to come to them. 39Then Peter arose and went with them. When he
was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and
showing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.
40But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning himhim to the body said, Tabitha,
arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up.

• Peter did what Jesus did at Jairus’ house. He kicked out all of the mourners and the faithless
41And he gave her hishis hand, and lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented
her alive. 42And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the Lord. 43And it came to
pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner.

• Another miracle results in the salvation of yet another city



• Another miracle results in the salvation of yet another city
 


