
    
 

 

      
          

    
    

         
           

        
           
           

        
    

             
             
   

    

 
              

          
      

 
             

 
            

          
 

       
          

 

            
  

          
 

           
            

      
          

            

Claims & Conceptual Areas 
Transcript 

The Dynamic Learning Maps® (DLM®) Alternate Assessment System is an 
assessment designed to more validly measure what students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities know and can do. This module will introduce 
participants to the DLM claims and conceptual areas. These claims and 
conceptual areas are important organizing elements of the DLM system and 
serve a central role in helping educators set priorities and focus instruction for 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

This module is one in a series of modules that will support teachers of students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities in their efforts to teach and assess. 
This training is part of the professional development program of the DLM 
Alternate Assessment Consortium. 

Understanding the DLM system involves understanding the relationship among 
all of the elements within the system. These elements in the learning map model 
include the learning map model, claims, conceptual areas, Essential Elements, 
linkage levels, and individual nodes. 

This module will focus on the overall system of claims and conceptual areas that 
organizes the DLM system. Separate modules describe the specific claims and 
conceptual areas in English language arts and mathematics in more detail and 
how to use the claims and conceptual areas when writing Individual Education 
Programs. 

The learning map model developed by the DLM Consortium is a massive 
network of knowledge and skill development within English language arts and 
mathematics. 

The map is made up of nodes that specify individual skills and understandings 
that were drawn from the research in English language arts and mathematics, as 
well as the foundational skills that contribute to later domain-specific 
development. 

The DLM Essential Elements are specific statements of knowledge and skills that 
are linked to the grade-level specific expectations and stand on their own as 
important learning targets for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities. The DLM Essential Elements were developed to align with College 
and Career Readiness standards at each grade level in general education. 
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Transcript Page 2 

Within the thousands of nodes that comprise the learning map models 
developed by the DLM Consortium, there are nodes that have been tagged as 
target nodes for each of the DLM Essential Elements. This tagging highlights the 
progression of the Essential Elements within the learning map model. The 
tagging also ensures that each Essential Element links directly to the research. 

While tagging Essential Elements in the learning map model was significant, it 
did not provide a sufficient level of organization to drive the DLM Alternate 
Assessment System. To make it possible for the DLM learning map model to 
drive the assessment system, we had to specify claims. The claims organize 
learning map models so that they can drive the assessment system and support 
teams in setting instructional priorities for students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities at each grade level. 

The DLM claims are overt statements about what we intend for students to learn 
and what the DLM assessment will measure. 

For example, the first claim for English language arts states that students can 
comprehend text in increasingly complex ways. 

In mathematics, the first claim states that students will demonstrate increasingly 
complex understanding of number sense. 

The DLM project has specified a total of four claims in English language arts. As 
stated previously, the first claim in ELA is that students can comprehend text in 
increasingly complex ways. 

ELA Claim 2 states that students can produce writing for a range of purposes and 
audiences. 

ELA Claim 3 states that students can communicate for a range of purposes and 
audiences. 

ELA Claim 4 states that students can engage in research/inquiry to investigate 
topics and present information. 

The four claims in mathematics begin with Claim 1, which addresses number 
sense and states that students demonstrate increasingly complex understanding 
of number sense. 
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Math Claim 2 addresses geometry and states that students demonstrate 
increasingly complex spatial reasoning and understanding of geometric 
principles. 

Math Claim 3 addresses measurement data and analysis. It states that students 
demonstrate increasingly complex understanding of measurement, data, and 
analytic procedures. 

Finally, Math Claim 4 addresses algebraic and functional reasoning and states 
that students solve increasingly complex mathematical problems, making 
productive use of algebra and functions. 

Subareas of the claims, called conceptual areas, connect the learning map 
model to the overall claims and identify large areas of conceptually related skills 
in the maps. 

Nodes in the map that are most closely linked with DLM Essential Element 
targets are specified within conceptual areas. 

The conceptual areas also identify nodes reflecting knowledge and skills 
development that precede and extend beyond the targets. This process results 
in a map that is divided into claims. The claims are divided into conceptual areas, 
and the conceptual areas include DLM Essential Elements. Finally, Essential 
Elements are connected with linkage nodes that precede and extend beyond 
the target nodes. 

For example, in Claim 1 of English language arts, Conceptual Area 1.1, which 
reads, “Determine critical elements of text.” Within this conceptual area are 
nodes about basic elements found within both narrative and information text. 
Furthermore, the conceptual area includes nodes that are precursors to the 
target nodes that link directly to the DLM Essential Elements, as well as 
successors to the target nodes. In this picture, the bolded circles highlight nodes 
that have been identified as targets that align with Essential Elements. 

In English language arts, the DLM Consortium has identified nine conceptual 
areas that comprise the four claims. These conceptual areas are determine 
critical elements of text, construct understandings of text, integrate ideas and 
information from text, use writing to communicate, integrate ideas and 
information in writing, use language to communicate with others, clarify and 
contribute in discussion, use sources and information, and collaborate and 
present ideas. 
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In mathematics, the consortium has also identified nine conceptual areas that 
comprise the four claims: understand number structures (counting, place value, 
fraction); compare, compose, and decompose numbers and sets; calculate 
accurately and efficiently using simple arithmetic operations; understand and 
use geometric properties of two- and three-dimensional shapes; solve problems 
involving area, perimeter, and volume; understand and use measurement 
principles and units of measure; represent and interpret data displays; use 
operations and models to solve problems; and understand patterns and 
functional thinking. 

Understanding the relationship among the DLM learning map model, claims, 
conceptual areas, Essential Elements, and other nodes is an important step 
toward understanding how the DLM assessment will work. The claims and 
conceptual areas are not all addressed at every grade, and the completed DLM 
assessment blueprint will enable teachers to understand which claims and 
conceptual areas are targeted at each grade level. Once understood, teachers 
can also recognize the DLM Essential Elements when focusing on instruction. 

For more information about the entire DLM Alternate Assessment System, visit 
our website at www.dynamiclearningmaps.org, or email us with specific 
questions at dlm@ku.edu. 

© 2020 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
Department of Allied Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill. All rights reserved. 

DLMÒ Service Desk Support: DLM-support@ku.edu 
Professional Development Team: DLMpd@unc.edu 

mailto:ProfessionalDevelopmentTeam:DLMpd@unc.edu
mailto:Support:DLM-support@ku.edu
mailto:dlm@ku.edu
http:www.dynamiclearningmaps.org

