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As reported earlier, the NBA Awards of 
Excellence competition is moving to the web.  
Gone are CD’s and DVD’s for entries, dubbing, 

mailing, running to the NBA office at the last possible moment….all gone effective 
with the 2012 competition. 
 
The NBA has joined forces with several other state broadcast associations to develop 
an online entry and judging system, and you can see the new web-based program at 
www.bestinbroadcasting.com .  This system is somewhat similar to what the 
Associated Press has been using for their awards process. 
 
In fact, we encourage and urge stations to get their username and password NOW 
and actually play with the program, upload entries and experiment with the website.   
The website is open, ready and functional. 
 
We recommend that your key individuals who will be in charge of submitting your 
station’s entries, get onto the site and learn how it works. There IS a learning curve, 
particularly for television stations, and the site can accommodate several variations of 
upload formats.  Radio entries will be sent in on mp3 formats. 
 
The administrator of the site will erase all submissions who may have utilized the site 
to familiarize themselves with it on April 14.  The site opens for real submissions on 
April 15 and the site will close down at 6pm central time on May 31. We 
recommend that stations NOT wait until the last minute to submit their entries, or 
they may have the risk of not being able to get online to send their entries. 
 
In lieu of asking stations to send payments with their entries, the new site uses Pay 
Pal or E-checks for payment, thus simplifying the entry payment process. The NBA 
will not be sending out invoices, but in order for an entry to pass the gatekeeper, 
payment must be rendered or the entry will not be allowed. 
 
The entry fee has been simplified as well.  Each entry will be charged at $25.00 each, 
compared to $35 each for those stations who used to submit 1-4 entries.   Now it’s 
just a flat $25 per entry. 
 
Obviously, when we make a change like this, we expect some frustration, confusion 
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Awards of Excellence (continued) 

and in-studio cursing.  However, in the end, when your folks get used to this process, it will save you time, 
trouble and money by embracing the new way of entering the NBA Awards of Excellence. 
 
For those great folks who have been our judges when we have agreed to judge other states’ awards, the 
judging process is greatly simplified as well, and will take less effort and time to judge those entries. 
 
We strongly encourage that you tell the folks that are in charge of handling the awards for your station, to get 
on this site as soon as possible and get familiar with how it works.  We’d hate to see stations who have great 
entries get shut out.  Please forward this information to your News Directors, PSA Directors, Sports Directors,  
Programming and Production folks as well.   Thanks and good luck.  

NBA Goes to Washington 

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association recently journeyed to Washington, DC, on March 12-14, 2012, for the 
annual NBA State Leadership Conference and meetings with the Nebraska Congressional Delegation to discuss 
issues of great importance to member radio and television stations. 
 
The NBA delegation included  Chairman Jim Timm, KBBX, Omaha:  Chair-Elect Angie Stenger, KUSO/KNEN, 
Norfolk;  NBA Board Member, Jason Effinger,  KOLN/KGIN TV, Lincoln-Grand Island; NAB Radio Board 
Member Eric Brown, KRVN AM/FM, Lexington, and NBA President/Executive Director, Marty 
Riemenschneider.   
 
Riemenschneider, along with many other state broadcast association executives, attended the National 
Alliance of Broadcaster Associations meeting held at the Ritz-Carlton which included a session on the Mission 
Abstract Date, Patent Infringement Claims and other sessions on EAS and other legal issues that involve the 
various state broadcast associations. 
 
Following lunch on Monday, a meeting was held on EAS which included participants from FEMA and the FCC.   
Another meeting which followed featured a round table discussion with Rear Admiral (Ret.)  Jamie Barnett, 
chief of Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, (who last fall met with a delegation of Omaha 
Broadcasters in Omaha), as well as Bill Lake, Chief of  the Media Bureau of the Federal Communications 
Commission. The meeting was also attended by Jim Skinner, KPTM/KXVO, Omaha, who is the Nebraska 
State Emergency Committee Chair. Skinner has been hard at work along with his committee to craft the new 
Nebraska EAS plan. 
 
The State Leadership Conference on Monday, featured a full day of meetings and sessions regarding issues of 
importance to broadcasters. The Honorable Gordon Smith,  President and CEO of the NAB welcomed 
several hundred broadcasters to the meeting. 
 
Speakers throughout the day included:  Senator Scott Brown (MA), who was introduced by his wife, Gail 
Huff, reporter for ABC7.WJLA-TV, Arlington, VA. 
 
The morning sessions also included a Political Roundtable with Jeanne Cummings,  political reporter from 
Bloombert News; Major Garrett, White House Correspondent, National Journal; and Karen Tumulty, 
national political correspondent, The Washington Post. 
 
Following that, the NAB Government Relations and Legal Briefing with Sen. Gordon Smith, NAB President 
and CEO, Kelly Cole, Executive Vice President, Government Relations; and Jane Mago, Executive Vice 
President and General Legal Counsel for Legal and Regulatory Affairs, was held. 
 

continued on next page 
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NBA Contributes to the Nebraska Centennial Mall Restoration Project 

The NBA Executive Committee voted to make a $1,000 contribution to 
the revitalization of the Nebraska Centennial Mall in Lincoln. 
 
Built in 1967 to commemorate the state’s 100th anniversary, the 
Centennial Mall extends north from the State Capitol seven blocks on 
what would be 15th Street.  This mall connects two of Nebraska’s most 
important institutions:  the State Capitol and the University of Nebraska. 
 
Over the years, the Mall has deteriorated. Today it is not safe or 
accessible, lacks appropriate lighting and no longer functions as an 
inviting public space.   The infrastructure and landscaping have become 

aged to the point of deteriorating condition and are beyond practical repair. 
 
To restore the Mall to his historic beauty, a $9.5 million revitalization project has been proposed for the 
Centennial Mall. 
 
NBA Hall of Fame Member,  and Campaign Leader Roger Larson told the NBA that the project has two public 
service announcements available for both Radio and TV: 1) an “awareness” PSA that provides an overview of 
the project, which can be pulled down from the website, www.NECentennialMall.org, and 2) a PSA about the 
Spirit of Nebraska Pathway program which provides opportunities at the $1,000, $10,000 and $25,000 levels 
to honor organizations or memorialize friends and family with inscribed granite and bronze tiles along 
walkways of the 7-blcok mall.  To that end, the NBA has made a $1,000 donation to the project. 
 
Stations are encouraged to download and air the PSA’s from the website above. 

The luncheon keynote speaker for the conference was Norah O’Donnell,  chief White House correspondent, 
CBS news.   The luncheon entertainment was sponsored by BMI, and featured a performance by 19 Records/
BNA Records artist Casey James, who was the third place finisher on Season Nine of American Idol.  He 
currently has a single on the country charts titled: “Let’s Don’t Call It a Night.” 
 
The NBA Government Relations Team to review the four key issues for this year:  Retransmission 
Consent; Radio Enabled Cel Phones (FM Chip), Spectrum and Performance Tax. 
 
The SLC meeting was capped off that day with a reception which was held at the Newseum.   Several  staff 
members from the Congressional offices joined broadcasters at this event. 
 
Wednesday, the NBA delegation made their way to Capitol Hill.   Meetings were held with Senator Mike 
Johanns, Senator Ben Nelson,  and legislative aids on the House side from Congressmen Lee Terry, Jeff 
Fortenberry and Adrian Smith offices.   Unfortunately, due to timing of the SLC, the House was not in 
session during this particular visit.  The NBA delegation felt that they received a good reception regarding the 
four issues and that all the Nebraska Congressional offices were in support of the broadcasters’ positions on 
these subjects.    Following these meetings it is hoped that NBA members will meet with their respective 
House members when back in the district.   Riemenschneider reported that the NBA delegation successfully 
articulated their concerns regarding these four key issues. 
 
We have included photos from the trip on the next page. 

Washington (continued) 
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Washington Trip Photos 

NBA Delegation with Brad Schweer 
Legislative Aide for Congressman Lee 

NBA Delegation with Jason Prokop 
Legislative Aide for Senator Ben Nelson 

NBA Delegation with Senator Mike Johanns 
L-R: Jim Timm, Marty Riemenschneider, 
Eric Brown, Angie Stenger, Jason Effinger 

and Senator Johanns 

NBA Delegation studying a pie chart. 

Standing in front of a section of the Berlin Wall 
during NAB reception at the Newseum. 
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KLPR 91.1. FM, the University of Nebraska-Kearney campus radio station, has received FCC 
approval to increase it’s power from 1,000 watts to 3,800 watts. 
 
This power increase will allow KLPR to extend beyond the edge of Kearney and to have a 
stronger signal within the immediate area. 
 

A $110,000 grant from the NU Foundation and some additional funding will provide the resources for station’s 
improvement and equipment.  KLPR airs all student-produced programming and will cover Loper sports. 
 
“The students will be able to do a much better job because they have better 
equipment,” said Dr. Ralph Hanson,  Department of Communications chair.  “We will 
be able to have call-in shows on a much bigger scale because we will have a better 
phone system and delay system.  We will be able to cover Loper sports because we will 
have better remote equipment as well.  This is really exciting for us because radio is a 
very important part of our curriculum and will be a great opportunity for students to 
gain more hands-on experience”.   

Campus Radio Station Power Increase 

NBA Hall of Fame Member Honored 

Trailblazing broadcast media owner Cathy Hughes was 
honored on February 8, 2012, at the Nebraska Society’s 
Distinguished Nebraskan of the Year, the first African-
American woman to receive the award. 
 
Hughes, who was inducted into the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Hall of Fame in 2005, told the 50 or so people who attended 
the reception “you all have made a lot of progress in 
Nebraska, a lot of progress.” 
 
Born and raised in Omaha, Hughes is the founder and 
chairwoman of Radio One, Inc., the largest black-owned and 
operated broadcast company in the nation.  Hughes is the 
first African-American woman to be the chairwoman of a 
publicly held corporation. 
 
U.S. Sen. Mike Johanns joined U.S. Reps., Lee Terry, 

Adrian Smith and Jeff Fortenberry at the event.  It was held at the local hangout Busboys and Poets, in 
the Cullen Room, named after the Harlem Renaissance poet and playwright Countee Cullen. 
 
Hughes’ father was the first African-American to graduate with an accounting degree from Creighton 
University. 
 
Although having moved to Washington 40 years ago, she said she remains grateful for her Omaha roots, 
which she credited for a sense of community and hard work ethic.  She returns to Omaha several times a 
year and is still an active member of St. Benedict the Moor Catholic Church. 
 
Hughes said her first job was selling classified advertising for the Omaha Star.  She recalled how a group of 
athletes, including Bob Gibson, Bob Boozer and Gale Sayers, pooled their resources to buy a radio 
station with a black format. 

L-R:  Congressman Adrian Smith, Congressman 
Jeff Fortenberry, Honoree Cathy Hughes, Con-
gressman Lee Terry, Senator Mike Johanns and 
Nebraska Society of Washington, DC President, 
Cerise Elliott 

continued on next page 
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People On the Move! 

Congratulations to Kevin Kugler,  co-host of “ Unsportsmanlike Conduct,” on KOZN, 1620 A.M. for being named  
“Nebraska Sportscaster of the Year” for the 8th time, more than anyone else in its history.  Kugler will join other 
recipients at the 53rd annual National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association hosted, by Bob Costas on June 
11 in Salisbury, NC. 
 
Broadcast legend, Dave Wingert is the new morning show host on KOOO, 101.9 FM in Omaha. 
 
Recent management changes at NRG Media, include new Omaha Market Manager Andy Ruback, who moves from 
NRG-Lincoln.  Longtime NRG-Lincoln General Sales Manager Ami Graham elevates to the market GM position for 
NRG. 
 
Coby Mach, who had been transitioning from the Lincoln Independent Business Association (LIBA) back to radio as 
Operations Manager and co-host of the KFOR morning show with Cathy Blythe, has returned as LIBA’s president 
and CEO.   
 
Mach, who had taken a leave of absence from the KFOR morning show in recent weeks, said doctors had diagnosed 
that he has an inner ear condition that prevents him from doing extended radio broadcasts.  Based on the diagnosis, 
he would be unable to fulfill one of the primary obligations of his new job.   
 
Former KOOO-FM mid-day host, Sherry Stone joins Salem’s KGBI-FM in the same capacity. 
 
As was reported earlier, several changes have occurred at the Nebraska Rural Radio Association.  Legendary 
broadcast manager, Eric Brown is easing into retirement resulting in management changes in the company.   
Craig Larson,  Station Manager at KNEB AM/FM in Scottsbluff has been named General Manager,  Veteran Dwight 
“Nightrane” Lane has moved from KTIC-AM/FM, West Point to Lexington’s KRVN AM/FM as Station Manager.   
Jay Thouvenell replaces Lane in West Point.  Brown continues to serve on the NAB Radio Board for Nebraska-
Colorado until new elections occur in June. 
 
Omaha’s Radio Lobo,  KBBX, 97.7 FM,  has been named as a finalist for the  Medallas de Cortez  Hispanic Radio 
Awards.  Winners will be presented during the Radio Ink Hispanic Radio Conference at the Hyatt Regency in San 
Diego. 
 
(Please feel free to send your stations’ press releases and news to the NBA). 

Member Honored (continued) 

She also told the crowd about knowing Congressman Terry’s father Lee Terry Sr., and that the former head 
of the KETV-Channel 7 newsroom hired away her co-worker, Harold Dow and made him the first black 
reporter on Omaha television. 
 
Hughes moved to Washington in the 1970’s and began a radio career as general sales manager at WHUR-FM.  
She bought WOL-AM in 1980 and now is head of a media empire. 
 
“When folks from Nebraska say you’ve done well enough for us to recognize you, it’s the day you live for,” she 
said.” 
 
The Nebraska Society of Washington, DC, formed in 1876, has sought to strengthen cultural and patriotic ties, 
binding Nebraskans living in the Washington, DC area, and to promote the welfare of Nebraska, its citizens, 
traditions and institutions.  It is one of the strongest societies in the nation’s Capitol.  The Nebraska Society 
selects a deserving individual (or individuals) each year to receive the Society’s Distinguished Nebraskan 
Award, for distinguished service to the state and people of Nebraska. 
 
To honor Hughes, the Nebraska Broadcasters Association made a contribution to the event, helping sponsor 
the reception.  
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New Hall of Fame Page up on the Website! 

http://www.ne-ba.org/hof/ 
 
The new version of the NBA Hall of Fame section on the NBA website is up and 
running!  In fact, there’s a new link right on the home page (see above) that will 
allow you to enter the new version right now! 
 
With the help of Dr. Larry Walkin, chair of the NBA History project, and 
encouragement from Chairman Jim Timm,  a brand new Hall of Fame section has 
been designed with increased functionality and a lot more information. 

 
NBA President Marty Riemenschneider has been digging into the NBA archives, rooting around on the 
internet and with the help of others has finally completed the task of getting bios and pictures for all Hall of 
Fame inductees up on the site.   Previously, the Hall of Fame section had a lot of missing information, and 
through a lot of research and assistance, the site is mostly complete. 
 
“We still have to do some updating on certain biographical sections,”  said Riemenschneider, “and the next 
portion of the project is to try to find some video of those Hall of Fame inductees from the earlier years in 
order to complete the section.” 
 
Riemenschneider reports that in digging through old records he has also found most of the NBA directories 
from the late 70’s and 80’s, as well as convention books that go back some 30 years.    He has also been 
able to find board meeting agendas and minutes going all the way back into the 1950’s.  He hopes to pull 
some pictures from past conventions and Legislative receptions/dinner and put them up on the website 
from time to time. 
 
The NBA has plans to build a history of broadcasting display at its new offices in Omaha.   Members are 
encouraged to come by and peruse the files and enjoy a cup of coffee.   Also, if  you or your station has 
archival information you want to share with the NBA, please send it to Marty at the NBA office.   

2012 Nebraska EAS RMT Schedule* 

DATE     DAY    TIME    Initiated by 

April 9, 2012    Monday   11:00 PM   NEMA 

May 10, 2012    Thursday   9:00 AM   NEMA 

June 12, 2012    Tuesday   11:00 PM   NEMA 

July 11, 2012    Wednesday   11:15 AM   NWS 

August 10, 2012   Friday    11:00 PM   NEMA 

September 13, 2012   Thursday   2:30 PM   NEMA 

October 9, 2012   Tuesday   11:00 PM   NEMA 

November 7, 2012   Wednesday   11:15 AM   NWS 

December 12, 2012   Wednesday   11:00 PM   NEMA 

 

* This is a list of the Required Monthly Tests (RMT) of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) for Nebraska broadcasters and 

cable systems. All times are Central. 

 

The Nebraska State Emergency Communications Committee (SECC) established this Schedule on November 15, 2011. 

Any corrections or updates will be posted at www.NE-EAS.org . The latest Nebraska EAS Operational Plan and list of 

committee members can also be obtained at that website. 

 

RMT Schedule updates are also published via email sent by nebraskaeas@yahoogroups.com All Nebraska broadcasters 

and cable systems are encouraged to have a representative on that list. 
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A contingent of your fellow NBA members just returned from a successful trip to 
Washington D.C. where we spent a day on Capitol Hill to discuss issues of concern 
with our Senators and Congressmen.  This was part of the NAB’s annual State 
Leadership Conference, where we were briefed on pending legislation and received 
insight from key officials prior to our Capitol Hill visits. 
 

Here are the four items we addressed:  1) Retransmission consent, 2) Spectrum 
incentive auctions, 3) Performance tax, and 4) FM receivers in mobile phones. 
   

Jason Effinger spoke effectively on both television issues, explaining how our ability to serve our local 
markets would be impaired by improper legislation.  Angie Stenger thanked our elected officials for their 
work in killing the performance tax, and reminded them that it is likely to resurface again and that we will 
need their continued support to fight it.  Yours truly explained how expanding the availability of radio-
enabled mobile phones can turn them into lifesaving devices when cellular coverage fails.  Eric Brown and 
Marty Riemenschneider provided strong input on all topics as well as terrific leadership and coaching to 
Jason, Angie & myself. 
 

We met with Senators Johanns and Nelson, plus key staff members of Congressmen Smith, Fortenberry and 
Terry (Congress was in recess).  We are proud to say we went “5 for 5” in our meetings!  We are fortunate 
to have a strong history of support from our elected officials and we made sure they knew that their work 
on our behalf is appreciated by our fellow NBA members. 
 

It is a great honor and privilege to serve as your Chairman.  Please join me in thanking Angie, Eric, Jason 

and Marty for their excellent work in D.C.!                

Chairman’s Column by Jim Timm 

Governor’s Call  In Show Schedule 2012 

 April 16   September 10   
 May 14    October 15  
 June 11   November 19  
 July 16    December 10  
 August 13      
      
All programs scheduled to air at 2 pm Central, 1 pm Mountain time. 
 
All Governor's Call In shows originate from KFOR, Lincoln and the 
satellite uplink is provided from the Husker Sports Network.  Schedule 
is subject to change upon the availability of Governor Heineman. 

Welcome New Members! 

 
Regional Reps Corporation 

     Cleveland, Ohio 
Stuart J. Sharpe, President & 

 
Garvey & Associates, 

Omaha, NE  
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Board Briefs Highlights of the Winter Business Meeting of the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association, February 14, 2012, Nebraska State Education Association Building Lincoln  

Chairman Jim Timm called the meeting to order at 10:00 a..m., welcomed all attendees 
and introduced new board member Dave Brock, KNCY AM-FM, Nebraska City, replacing 
Mike Fell who has taken another position in Wyoming. 
 
Minutes of the November 5, 2012 were approved by voice vote. 
 

Treasurer Taylor Walet presented the financial statements for October, November and December, 2011 
which were all approved by the board.  He also reported on the financial status of the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association Foundation. 
 
Before proceeding with the Hall of Fame voting for 2012., President Marty Riemenschneider reviewed the 
Hall of Fame process and how the nomination list was separated into two sections:. one for prior nominees 
and one of “reserve” nominees.  It had earlier been decided that because the “reserve” list was fairly lengthy, 
that a committee had elected to honor some of those nominees with a “Legend” award (see Modulator, 
December 2011).  After careful review from both Riemenschneider and Hall of Fame Chairman,  Dr. Larry 
Walklin,  they recommended that because some of these nominations are so old, and that there is no 
credible information on those nominees, that most of those on that list be moved to a “Retired” list and that 
the remaining names be put back on the “Active” list.   As a result the board voted to disband the “Legend 
Award.” 
 
Subsequently two individuals from the active list were voted to be Hall of Fame honorees at the NBA 
Convention in August.   The vote was conducted by secret ballot.  Announcement of those individuals to the 
public will be conducted after the nominees have been informed of their honor. 
 
Riemenschneider reviewed the NBA’s Government Relations efforts including LB872 and LB 21.   Lobbyist 
Walt Radcliffe, Radcliffe & Associates gave explanations on LB872 and how the NBA has worked on the 
language of the bill to keep it from harming broadcasters.  LB21 is currently deadlock and will most likely not  
be moved out of committee during this current Unicameral session. 
 
Chairman Timm discussed the upcoming State Leadership Conference which will be held in Washington, DC.  
The Nebraska Broadcasters attending will be Timm, Angie Stenger, Jason Effinger, Eric Brown and 
Riemenschneider.   At that point, the meeting was adjourned in order to have lunch with Gov. Dave 
Heineman at the Governor’s Mansion. The meeting re-adjourned at the completion of the luncheon back at 
the NSEA building. 
 
Regarding member services, Riemenschneider urged the board to convey that the NBA is still offering Paid 
Internships which can garner EEO points for sponsoring stations.  He reviewed the EEO Scholarship program 
which many member stations participate and that the association has increased its scholarship amounts to 
UNL, UNK, UNO and has added Doane College for yet another scholarship.  He also mentioned that he had 
contracted with Speed Marriott, President of P1 selling, (the sales program sponsored for members by the 
NBA) to conduct a Web sales seminar from Andersen Hall on November 5, 2012. The board also discussed the 
possibility of creating an engineering scholarship. 
 
Riemenschneider reviewed the convention schedule, speakers and that the Awards of Excellence 
competition will be changing to an online version, thus eliminating the need to dub CD’s and DVD’s on the part 
of submitting stations.  Joy Patten recommended that the NBA make space available for a Lincoln Area  
Broadcasters’ Job Fair at the Cornhusker during the convention. 
 
Vice-Chairman Craig Eckert reported that their remained a small balance in the Central Nebraska 

(continued on next page) 
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Board Briefs (continued) 

 

Broadcasters Job Fair fund from a few years ago.  It was decided that the money will be transferred and 
donated to the NBA Foundation for the scholarship fund. 
 
Director Dave Brock spoke of setting up a golf tournament either at or outside of convention to honor NBA 
Hall of Famer John McDonald, who organized the NBA golf outing for many years.  The board directed 
Riemenschneider to check with UNK to see what is currently being done in that area.   
 
The board recommended that a letter of thanks be sent to Eagle Radio-North Platte General Manager, 
Jerome Gilg, who had placed a time buy for School District 3620 on area radio stations.  The buy was 
stipulated to only purchase schedules on NBA member stations, recognizing those stations and the NBA. 
 
Following that discussion, the President/Executive Director was excused for a board review of his position. 
 
Chairman Timm suggested possible sites for the Spring board meeting which will be announced subsequently.  

April 16-19, 2012—2012 NAB Show, Las Vegas, NV 
 
August 15-16, 2012—78th Annual NBA Convention, Lincoln, NE 
 
September 19-21, 2012—NAB/RAB Radio Show, Dallas, TX 

NBA Board Members and Officers at their annual luncheon with  
Governor Dave Heineman at the Governor’s Mansion 


