
Bluntisham Annual Parish Report – Cllr Steve Criswell.

It is no surprise that Covid-19 has dominated the agenda over the last 12 months. My 
County role as Chair of the Communities & Partnerships Committee has placed me at the 
forefront of our response. Previous work under the banner of Think Communities meant 
that public sector partners were already working more effectively together. This put us in a 
strong position to react quickly. We set up a County Covid Hub through which Gov’t funding 
was directed to help residents. The level of funding has proved generous and we have never 
run out.
The Hub took responsibility for over 30,000 Shielded residents and vouchers for children in 
receipt of free school meals. We offered emergency food and toiletry supplies from our 
warehouse at Alconbury, arranged errands and regular phone contact for those living alone. 
We also held emergency supplies of PPE for Care Homes and Covid testing kits.
HDC took over liaison with local voluntary groups to support any other residents who 
required help. Financial aid was also made available for struggling families and those 
isolating. Support for businesses was also channelled through HDC.

‘Cambridgeshire Local’ is the initiative I have been leading on whereby we have created 22 
localities where County, District, Parish, Voluntary Sector and Health colleagues can work 
together to deliver services in the most effective way to address local priorities. This 
coincides with our current vacating of Shire Hall and our move into a new, smaller HQ at 
Alconbury Weald by late summer. Introductory events were held during March which will be 
followed by engagement across all 22 areas over the summer.
Separate, but complimentary services I also lead on are;

x Libraries – not just secure, but an expanding service taking on a wider range of roles 
under Cambridgeshire Local, acting as community hubs and a base for staff to 
operate from.

x Adult Skills – I have completely transformed this service and chair the Governing 
Board. The focus is on up-skilling and re-skilling, language courses for those from 
abroad, arranging job clubs and liaising with employers.

x Social mobility and ‘levelling up’. The pandemic has worsened the situation for some 
struggling families, so I have raised the profile of this work, forming a dedicated work 
stream and recruiting a new senior officer to lead this work.

x Community Outreach. We have refurbished an old mobile library vehicle as an 
adaptable delivery vehicle to ensure we can takes our services to any part of rural 
Cambridgeshire where we can help.

x Social Care – we are experimenting with new models of delivering care within each 
much more localised area. Community based with community support.

Wheatsheaf crossroads. To save the most lives funding is directed to prioritise the worst 
sites first. Despite its’ reputation, this site has not ranked highly for over 20 years. With 
some persistence and opportunism, I have got the necessary funding allocated to provide a 
traffic light junction. Work should be underway this financial year.

Flooding. The unprecedented rainfall in August, December and January was more than the 
system could cope with in some areas. Over 700 incidents are being prioritised and 
investigated across the county in partnership with others such as Anglian Water and the 



Environment Agency. In the meantime, an extensive programme of gulley and grip clearing 
is well underway and landowners are being reminded of their responsibility to keep ditches 
clear.

Council finances. – Gov’t has been generous with funding to support residents and 
reimbursing the direct cost of doing so. However there has been no compensation for 
indirect costs and lost income caused by the pandemic. Therefore councils are in a 
considerably worse financial position than they predicted just over a year ago. Prudent 
financial management means that both CCC and HDC have been able to cope better than 
most, but it does mean some difficult decisions could lay ahead.


