
will make you fishers of men'. At once they left their nets and followed him.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Ordinary Time is the longest Season of the Church year. Week after week, we are following the scriptures, and learning from 
them. It is important to focus our desires early in the day and talk with the Lord throughout the day, in the background of our 
busy lives. This is how we become "Contemplatives in Action" and find intimacy with God without leaving the context of the 
real circumstances of our lives.

Sometimes we protest: "I don't have time to pray." But if we change our focus to the moments we have free, we find ourselves 
surprised at the time we really do have. There are dozens of times in all of our days during which our minds are occupied with 
something: a song, re-playing the last event, practicing a conversation with someone, having an imaginary argument with 
someone, thinking through the "to do" list of the day. We can learn to fill these times with whatever we choose. If we choose to 
let it be about our relationship with our Lord, it transforms our lives.

It all begins with our mornings. This week, when we first get up and perhaps for a few moments in the shower or getting dressed, 
let's tell the Lord that what we desire today is to be more conscious that what we do this day responds to his call to us to be his 
disciple. Then, during the day, in those moments while driving or shopping or walking down the hall to a meeting, we can talk 
with God about how we are living our call in this or that activity we are engaged in. That conversation may get more detailed and 
specific in this or that set of events.

Each evening, for even a few moments, we can review our day's momentary conversations, recognizing the moments of real 
connection and grace and giving thanks for them, and resolving to take even greater advantage of these opportunities the next 
day.

Dear Lord, at times, my heart is quite sluggish. Give me hope today. Lift my spirits and give me perspective. When I find myself 
stiff and inflexible, make me into a new wineskin to receive the alive, new wine with which you wish to fill me. And let me be 
open to your call to discipleship today. What are the opportunities to preach your Word today? Where can I drive out demons, 
rather than sit with their discouragement and division? Please fill my home, my workplace, my heart with your Spirit, that I might 
join you in bringing good news for the poor.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm

APOSTOLIC LETTER
ISSUED "MOTU PROPRIO"
BY THE SUPREME PONTIFF

FRANCIS

"ANTIQUUM MINISTERIUM"

INSTITUTING
THE MINISTRY OF CATECHIST
 
1. The ministry of Catechist in the Church is an ancient one. Theologians commonly hold that the first examples are already 
present in the writings of the New Testament. The service of catechesis may be traced back to those “teachers” mentioned by the 
Apostle in writing to the community of Corinth: “Some people God has designated in the Church to be, first, apostles; second, 
prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then, gifts of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? 
Do all interpret? Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I shall show you a still more excellent way” (1 Cor 12:28-31).

Saint Luke begins his Gospel by stating: “I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in 
an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received” 
(Lk 1:3-4). The evangelist seems to be well aware that his writings offer a specific form of instruction that can give firm 
assurance to those already baptized. The Apostle Paul, for his part, tells the Galatians that: “one who is being instructed in the 
word should share all good things with his instructor” (Gal 6:6). As is evident, this text provides yet another detail; it speaks of 
the communion of life as a sign of the fruitfulness of an authentic catechesis.

2. From the beginning, the Christian community was characterized by many different forms of ministry carried out by men and 
women who, obedient to the working of the Holy Spirit, devoted their lives to the building up of the Church. At times, the 
charisms that the Spirit constantly pours out on the baptized took on a visible and tangible form of immediate service to the 
Christian community, one recognized as an indispensable diakonia for the community. The Apostle Paul authoritatively attests 
to this when he states that “there are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but 
the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom; to another the 
expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of tongues; to another 
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them individually to each person as he 
wishes” (1 Cor 12:4-11).

15 January Year A Within the broader charismatic tradition of the New Testament, then, we can see that certain baptized persons exercised the 
ministry of transmitting in a more organic and stable form related to different situations in life the teaching of the apostles and 
evangelists (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, 8). 
The Church wished to acknowledge this service as a concrete expression of a personal charism that contributed greatly to the 
exercise of her mission of evangelization. This glance at the life of the first Christian communities engaged in the spread of the 
Gospel also encourages the Church in our day to appreciate possible new ways for her to remain faithful to the word of the Lord 
so that his Gospel can be preached to every creature.

3. The history of evangelization over the past two millennia clearly shows the effectiveness of the mission of catechists. Bishops, 
priests and deacons, together with many men and women in the consecrated life, devoted their lives to catechetical instruction 
so that the faith might be an effective support for the life of every human being. Some of them also gathered around themselves 
others of their brothers and sisters sharing the same charism, and founded religious orders wholly dedicated to catechesis.

Nor can we forget the countless lay men and women who directly took part in the spread of the Gospel through catechetical 
instruction. Men and women of deep faith, authentic witnesses of holiness, who in some cases were also founders of Churches 
and eventually died as martyrs. In our own day too, many competent and dedicated catechists are community leaders in various 
parts of the world and carry out a mission invaluable for the transmission and growth of the faith.  The long line of blesseds, 
saints and martyrs who were catechists has significantly advanced the Church’s mission and deserves to be recognized, for it 
represents a rich resource not only for catechesis but also for the entire history of Christian spirituality.

4. Beginning with the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, the Church has come to a renewed appreciation of the importance of 
lay involvement in the work of evangelization. The Council Fathers repeatedly emphasized the great need for the lay faithful to 
be engaged directly, in the various ways their charism can be expressed, in the “plantatio Ecclesiae” and the development of the 
Christian community. “Worthy of praise too is that army of catechists, both men and women, to whom missionary work among 
the nations is so indebted, who imbued with an apostolic spirit make an outstanding and absolutely necessary contribution to the 
spread of the faith and the Church by their great work. In our days, when there are so few clerics to evangelize such great 
multitudes and to carry out the pastoral ministry, the role of catechists is of the highest importance” (cf. SECOND VATICAN 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity Ad Gentes, 17).

Along with the important teaching of the Council, mention should be made of the constant interest of the Popes, the Synod of 
Bishops, the Episcopal Conferences and individual Bishops who, in recent decades have contributed to a significant renewal of 
catechesis. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Apostolic Exhortation Catechesi Tradendae, the General Catechetical 
Directory, the General Directory for Catechesis and the recent Directory for Catechesis, as well as the many national, regional 
and diocesan Catechisms, have confirmed the centrality of a catechesis that gives priority to the education and ongoing formation 
of believers.

5. Without prejudice to the Bishop’s mission as the primary catechist in his Diocese, one which he shares with his presbyterate, 
or to the particular responsibility of parents for the Christian formation of their children (cf. CIC can. 774 §2; CCEO can. 618), 
recognition should be given to those lay men and women who feel called by virtue of their baptism to cooperate in the work of 
catechesis (cf. CIC can. 225; CCEO cans. 401 and 406). This presence is all the more urgently needed today as a result of our 
increasing awareness of the need for evangelization in the contemporary world (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 
163-168), and the rise of a globalized culture (cf. Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti, 100, 138). This requires genuine interaction 
with young people, to say nothing of the need for creative methodologies and resources capable of adapting the proclamation of 
the Gospel to the missionary transformation that the Church has undertaken. Fidelity to the past and responsibility for the present 
are necessary conditions for the Church to carry out her mission in the world.

Awakening personal enthusiasm on the part of all the baptized and reviving the awareness of their call to carry out a proper 
mission in the community demands attentiveness to the voice of the Spirit, who is unfailingly present and fruitful (cf. CIC can. 
774 §1; CCEO can. 617). Today, too, the Spirit is calling men and women to set out and encounter all those who are waiting to 
discover the beauty, goodness, and truth of the Christian faith. It is the task of pastors to support them in this process and to enrich 
the life of the Christian community through the recognition of lay ministries capable of contributing to the transformation of 
society through the “penetration of Christian values into the social, political and economic sectors” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102).

6. The lay apostolate is unquestionably “secular”. It requires that the laity “seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal 
affairs and directing them according to God’s will” (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Dogmatic Constitution 
on the Church Lumen Gentium, 31). In their daily life, interwoven with family and social relationships, the laity come to realize 
that they “are given this special vocation: to make the Church present and fruitful in those places and circumstances where it is 
only through them that she can become the salt of the earth” (ibid., 33). We do well to remember, however, that in addition to 
this apostolate, “the laity can be called in different ways to more immediate cooperation in the apostolate of the hierarchy, like 
those men and women who helped the apostle Paul in the Gospel, working hard in the Lord” (ibid.).

The role played by catechists is one specific form of service among others within the Christian community. Catechists are called 
first to be expert in the pastoral service of transmitting the faith as it develops through its different stages from the initial 
proclamation of the kerygma to the instruction that presents our new life in Christ and prepares for the sacraments of Christian 
initiation, and then to the ongoing formation that can allow each person to give an accounting of the hope within them (cf. 1 Pet 
3:15). At the same time, every catechist must be a witness to the faith, a teacher and mystagogue, a companion and pedagogue, 
who teaches for the Church. Only through prayer, study, and direct participation in the life of the community can they grow in 
this identity and the integrity and responsibility that it entails (cf. Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization, Directory for Catechesis, 113).

7. With great foresight, Saint Paul VI issued the Apostolic Letter Ministeria Quaedam with the intention not only of 
adapting the ministries of Lector and Acolyte to changed historical circumstances (cf. Apostolic Letter Spiritus Domini), 
but also of encouraging Episcopal Conferences to promote other ministries, including that of Catechist. “In addition to 
the ministries common to the entire Latin Church, nothing prevents Episcopal Conferences from asking the Apostolic 
See for the institution of others, which for particular reasons, they consider necessary or very useful in their own region. 
Among these are, for example, the offices of Porter, Exorcist and Catechist.” The same pressing invitation is found in 
the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi; in calling for a discernment of the present needs of the Christian 
community in faithful continuity with its origins, the Pope encouraged the development of new forms of ministry for a 
renewed pastoral activity. “Such ministries, apparently new but closely tied up with the Church’s living experience 
down the centuries, such as that of catechists… are valuable for the establishment, life, and growth of the Church, and 
for her capacity to influence her surroundings and to reach those who are remote from her” (SAINT PAUL VI, Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, 73).

To be sure, “there has been a growing awareness of the identity and mission of the laity in the Church. We can indeed count 
on many lay persons, although still not nearly enough, who have a deeply-rooted sense of community and great fidelity to the 
tasks of charity, catechesis and the celebration of the faith” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102). It follows that the reception of a lay 
ministry such as that of Catechist will emphasize even more the missionary commitment proper to every baptized person, a 
commitment that must however be carried out in a fully “secular” manner, avoiding any form of clericalization.

8. This ministry has a definite vocational aspect, as evidenced by the Rite of Institution, and consequently calls for due 
discernment on the part of the Bishop. It is in fact a stable form of service rendered to the local Church in accordance 
with pastoral needs identified by the local Ordinary, yet one carried out as a work of the laity, as demanded by the very 
nature of the ministry. It is fitting that those called to the instituted ministry of Catechist be men and women of deep 
faith and human maturity, active participants in the life of the Christian community, capable of welcoming others, being 
generous and living a life of fraternal communion. They should also receive suitable biblical, theological, pastoral and 
pedagogical formation to be competent communicators of the truth of the faith and they should have some prior 
experience of catechesis (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops 
in the Church Christus Dominus, 14; CIC can. 231 §1; CCEO can. 409 §1). It is essential that they be faithful co-workers 
with priests and deacons, prepared to exercise their ministry wherever it may prove necessary, and motivated by true 
apostolic enthusiasm.

Therefore, after having taken all things into consideration, and by apostolic authority

I establish

the lay ministry of Catechist

The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments will soon publish the Rite of Institution of the lay 
ministry of Catechist.

9. I invite the Episcopal Conferences to render effective the ministry of Catechist, determining the necessary process of 
formation and the normative criteria for admission to this ministry and devising the most appropriate forms for the service which 
these men and women will be called to exercise in conformity with the content of this Apostolic Letter.

10. The Synods of the Oriental Churches or the Assemblies of Hierarchs may adopt what is established here for their respective 
Churches sui iuris, in accordance with their particular law.

11. Bishops should make every effort to comply with the exhortation of the Council Fathers: “Pastors… know that they were not 
established by Christ to undertake by themselves the entire saving mission of the Church to the world. They appreciate, rather, 
that it is their exalted task to shepherd the faithful and at the same time acknowledge their ministries and charisms so that all in 
their separate ways, but of one mind, may cooperate in the common task” (Lumen Gentium, 30). May the discernment of the gifts 
that the Holy Spirit never fails to grant to the Church sustain their efforts to make the lay ministry of Catechist effective for the 
growth of their communities.

I order that what has been laid down by this Apostolic Letter issued “Motu Proprio” have firm and stable effect, anything to the 
contrary notwithstanding, even if worthy of special mention, and that it be promulgated by publication in L’Osservatore 
Romano, taking effect that same day, and published thereafter in the official commentary of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on the tenth day of May in the year 2021, the liturgical memorial of Saint John of Avila, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church, the ninth of my Pontificate.

Franciscus

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20210510_antiquum-ministerium.html

The Parish will be having our Catechists’ Commission Service on 15 January 2023 at the 11.00 am Mass. We thank the 
Catechists for dedicating themselves to this Ministry. If you are interested to join this Ministry, please leave your name with the 
Parish Office. 

The Second Sunday of Ordinary Time offers us beautiful readings. From the Prophet Isaiah: “I will make you a light to the 
nations...” In John's Gospel John the Baptist and his followers see Jesus as he walks toward them. John says, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, ‘A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me 
because he existed before me.’”

Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint Anthony, abbott. Saturday is the Memorial of Saint Agnes, virgin and martyr.

The first reading this week continues with the Letter to the Hebrews. Written to inspire and encourage the community in its faith, 
he exhorts them "not become sluggish, but imitators of those who, through faith and patience, are inheriting the promises."

As we continue Mark's Gospel on the weekdays, Jesus is asked why his disciples don't fast. He challenges the religious leaders 
to have a completely open mind and heart to his teaching because "new wine is poured into fresh wineskins.” Jesus is the Lord 
of the Sabbath, bringing a new freedom. It is only chapter 3 in the gospel, but we already see the tension with religious leaders 
building. Because Jesus heals a withered hand on the Sabbath, the Pharisees seek to kill him. Jesus withdraws and people from 
the surrounding regions come to him, and even the demons know who he is. Jesus names twelve Apostles to be with him, to 
preach and to drive out demons. Jesus' relatives think he's "out of his mind" because so many people are coming to him that he 
can't even eat.

The Third Sunday of Ordinary Time brings us to a cycle of Matthew's gospels during every Sunday of Ordinary Time this year. 
This week we see the call of the first disciples as Jesus stops Andrew and his brother, Peter on the beach. “'Come after me, and I 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin MarySecond Sunday in Ordinary Time

I did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘On whomever 
you see the Spirit come down and remain, he is the one who will baptize with the holy Spirit.’  
John 1:29-34



will make you fishers of men'. At once they left their nets and followed him.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Ordinary Time is the longest Season of the Church year. Week after week, we are following the scriptures, and learning from 
them. It is important to focus our desires early in the day and talk with the Lord throughout the day, in the background of our 
busy lives. This is how we become "Contemplatives in Action" and find intimacy with God without leaving the context of the 
real circumstances of our lives.

Sometimes we protest: "I don't have time to pray." But if we change our focus to the moments we have free, we find ourselves 
surprised at the time we really do have. There are dozens of times in all of our days during which our minds are occupied with 
something: a song, re-playing the last event, practicing a conversation with someone, having an imaginary argument with 
someone, thinking through the "to do" list of the day. We can learn to fill these times with whatever we choose. If we choose to 
let it be about our relationship with our Lord, it transforms our lives.

It all begins with our mornings. This week, when we first get up and perhaps for a few moments in the shower or getting dressed, 
let's tell the Lord that what we desire today is to be more conscious that what we do this day responds to his call to us to be his 
disciple. Then, during the day, in those moments while driving or shopping or walking down the hall to a meeting, we can talk 
with God about how we are living our call in this or that activity we are engaged in. That conversation may get more detailed and 
specific in this or that set of events.

Each evening, for even a few moments, we can review our day's momentary conversations, recognizing the moments of real 
connection and grace and giving thanks for them, and resolving to take even greater advantage of these opportunities the next 
day.

Dear Lord, at times, my heart is quite sluggish. Give me hope today. Lift my spirits and give me perspective. When I find myself 
stiff and inflexible, make me into a new wineskin to receive the alive, new wine with which you wish to fill me. And let me be 
open to your call to discipleship today. What are the opportunities to preach your Word today? Where can I drive out demons, 
rather than sit with their discouragement and division? Please fill my home, my workplace, my heart with your Spirit, that I might 
join you in bringing good news for the poor.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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1. The ministry of Catechist in the Church is an ancient one. Theologians commonly hold that the first examples are already 
present in the writings of the New Testament. The service of catechesis may be traced back to those “teachers” mentioned by the 
Apostle in writing to the community of Corinth: “Some people God has designated in the Church to be, first, apostles; second, 
prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then, gifts of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? 
Do all interpret? Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I shall show you a still more excellent way” (1 Cor 12:28-31).

Saint Luke begins his Gospel by stating: “I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in 
an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received” 
(Lk 1:3-4). The evangelist seems to be well aware that his writings offer a specific form of instruction that can give firm 
assurance to those already baptized. The Apostle Paul, for his part, tells the Galatians that: “one who is being instructed in the 
word should share all good things with his instructor” (Gal 6:6). As is evident, this text provides yet another detail; it speaks of 
the communion of life as a sign of the fruitfulness of an authentic catechesis.

2. From the beginning, the Christian community was characterized by many different forms of ministry carried out by men and 
women who, obedient to the working of the Holy Spirit, devoted their lives to the building up of the Church. At times, the 
charisms that the Spirit constantly pours out on the baptized took on a visible and tangible form of immediate service to the 
Christian community, one recognized as an indispensable diakonia for the community. The Apostle Paul authoritatively attests 
to this when he states that “there are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but 
the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom; to another the 
expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of tongues; to another 
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them individually to each person as he 
wishes” (1 Cor 12:4-11).

Within the broader charismatic tradition of the New Testament, then, we can see that certain baptized persons exercised the 
ministry of transmitting in a more organic and stable form related to different situations in life the teaching of the apostles and 
evangelists (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, 8). 
The Church wished to acknowledge this service as a concrete expression of a personal charism that contributed greatly to the 
exercise of her mission of evangelization. This glance at the life of the first Christian communities engaged in the spread of the 
Gospel also encourages the Church in our day to appreciate possible new ways for her to remain faithful to the word of the Lord 
so that his Gospel can be preached to every creature.

3. The history of evangelization over the past two millennia clearly shows the effectiveness of the mission of catechists. Bishops, 
priests and deacons, together with many men and women in the consecrated life, devoted their lives to catechetical instruction 
so that the faith might be an effective support for the life of every human being. Some of them also gathered around themselves 
others of their brothers and sisters sharing the same charism, and founded religious orders wholly dedicated to catechesis.

Nor can we forget the countless lay men and women who directly took part in the spread of the Gospel through catechetical 
instruction. Men and women of deep faith, authentic witnesses of holiness, who in some cases were also founders of Churches 
and eventually died as martyrs. In our own day too, many competent and dedicated catechists are community leaders in various 
parts of the world and carry out a mission invaluable for the transmission and growth of the faith.  The long line of blesseds, 
saints and martyrs who were catechists has significantly advanced the Church’s mission and deserves to be recognized, for it 
represents a rich resource not only for catechesis but also for the entire history of Christian spirituality.

4. Beginning with the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, the Church has come to a renewed appreciation of the importance of 
lay involvement in the work of evangelization. The Council Fathers repeatedly emphasized the great need for the lay faithful to 
be engaged directly, in the various ways their charism can be expressed, in the “plantatio Ecclesiae” and the development of the 
Christian community. “Worthy of praise too is that army of catechists, both men and women, to whom missionary work among 
the nations is so indebted, who imbued with an apostolic spirit make an outstanding and absolutely necessary contribution to the 
spread of the faith and the Church by their great work. In our days, when there are so few clerics to evangelize such great 
multitudes and to carry out the pastoral ministry, the role of catechists is of the highest importance” (cf. SECOND VATICAN 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity Ad Gentes, 17).

Along with the important teaching of the Council, mention should be made of the constant interest of the Popes, the Synod of 
Bishops, the Episcopal Conferences and individual Bishops who, in recent decades have contributed to a significant renewal of 
catechesis. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Apostolic Exhortation Catechesi Tradendae, the General Catechetical 
Directory, the General Directory for Catechesis and the recent Directory for Catechesis, as well as the many national, regional 
and diocesan Catechisms, have confirmed the centrality of a catechesis that gives priority to the education and ongoing formation 
of believers.

5. Without prejudice to the Bishop’s mission as the primary catechist in his Diocese, one which he shares with his presbyterate, 
or to the particular responsibility of parents for the Christian formation of their children (cf. CIC can. 774 §2; CCEO can. 618), 
recognition should be given to those lay men and women who feel called by virtue of their baptism to cooperate in the work of 
catechesis (cf. CIC can. 225; CCEO cans. 401 and 406). This presence is all the more urgently needed today as a result of our 
increasing awareness of the need for evangelization in the contemporary world (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 
163-168), and the rise of a globalized culture (cf. Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti, 100, 138). This requires genuine interaction 
with young people, to say nothing of the need for creative methodologies and resources capable of adapting the proclamation of 
the Gospel to the missionary transformation that the Church has undertaken. Fidelity to the past and responsibility for the present 
are necessary conditions for the Church to carry out her mission in the world.

Awakening personal enthusiasm on the part of all the baptized and reviving the awareness of their call to carry out a proper 
mission in the community demands attentiveness to the voice of the Spirit, who is unfailingly present and fruitful (cf. CIC can. 
774 §1; CCEO can. 617). Today, too, the Spirit is calling men and women to set out and encounter all those who are waiting to 
discover the beauty, goodness, and truth of the Christian faith. It is the task of pastors to support them in this process and to enrich 
the life of the Christian community through the recognition of lay ministries capable of contributing to the transformation of 
society through the “penetration of Christian values into the social, political and economic sectors” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102).

6. The lay apostolate is unquestionably “secular”. It requires that the laity “seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal 
affairs and directing them according to God’s will” (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Dogmatic Constitution 
on the Church Lumen Gentium, 31). In their daily life, interwoven with family and social relationships, the laity come to realize 
that they “are given this special vocation: to make the Church present and fruitful in those places and circumstances where it is 
only through them that she can become the salt of the earth” (ibid., 33). We do well to remember, however, that in addition to 
this apostolate, “the laity can be called in different ways to more immediate cooperation in the apostolate of the hierarchy, like 
those men and women who helped the apostle Paul in the Gospel, working hard in the Lord” (ibid.).

The role played by catechists is one specific form of service among others within the Christian community. Catechists are called 
first to be expert in the pastoral service of transmitting the faith as it develops through its different stages from the initial 
proclamation of the kerygma to the instruction that presents our new life in Christ and prepares for the sacraments of Christian 
initiation, and then to the ongoing formation that can allow each person to give an accounting of the hope within them (cf. 1 Pet 
3:15). At the same time, every catechist must be a witness to the faith, a teacher and mystagogue, a companion and pedagogue, 
who teaches for the Church. Only through prayer, study, and direct participation in the life of the community can they grow in 
this identity and the integrity and responsibility that it entails (cf. Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization, Directory for Catechesis, 113).

7. With great foresight, Saint Paul VI issued the Apostolic Letter Ministeria Quaedam with the intention not only of 
adapting the ministries of Lector and Acolyte to changed historical circumstances (cf. Apostolic Letter Spiritus Domini), 
but also of encouraging Episcopal Conferences to promote other ministries, including that of Catechist. “In addition to 
the ministries common to the entire Latin Church, nothing prevents Episcopal Conferences from asking the Apostolic 
See for the institution of others, which for particular reasons, they consider necessary or very useful in their own region. 
Among these are, for example, the offices of Porter, Exorcist and Catechist.” The same pressing invitation is found in 
the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi; in calling for a discernment of the present needs of the Christian 
community in faithful continuity with its origins, the Pope encouraged the development of new forms of ministry for a 
renewed pastoral activity. “Such ministries, apparently new but closely tied up with the Church’s living experience 
down the centuries, such as that of catechists… are valuable for the establishment, life, and growth of the Church, and 
for her capacity to influence her surroundings and to reach those who are remote from her” (SAINT PAUL VI, Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, 73).

To be sure, “there has been a growing awareness of the identity and mission of the laity in the Church. We can indeed count 
on many lay persons, although still not nearly enough, who have a deeply-rooted sense of community and great fidelity to the 
tasks of charity, catechesis and the celebration of the faith” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102). It follows that the reception of a lay 
ministry such as that of Catechist will emphasize even more the missionary commitment proper to every baptized person, a 
commitment that must however be carried out in a fully “secular” manner, avoiding any form of clericalization.

8. This ministry has a definite vocational aspect, as evidenced by the Rite of Institution, and consequently calls for due 
discernment on the part of the Bishop. It is in fact a stable form of service rendered to the local Church in accordance 
with pastoral needs identified by the local Ordinary, yet one carried out as a work of the laity, as demanded by the very 
nature of the ministry. It is fitting that those called to the instituted ministry of Catechist be men and women of deep 
faith and human maturity, active participants in the life of the Christian community, capable of welcoming others, being 
generous and living a life of fraternal communion. They should also receive suitable biblical, theological, pastoral and 
pedagogical formation to be competent communicators of the truth of the faith and they should have some prior 
experience of catechesis (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops 
in the Church Christus Dominus, 14; CIC can. 231 §1; CCEO can. 409 §1). It is essential that they be faithful co-workers 
with priests and deacons, prepared to exercise their ministry wherever it may prove necessary, and motivated by true 
apostolic enthusiasm.

Therefore, after having taken all things into consideration, and by apostolic authority

I establish

the lay ministry of Catechist

The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments will soon publish the Rite of Institution of the lay 
ministry of Catechist.

9. I invite the Episcopal Conferences to render effective the ministry of Catechist, determining the necessary process of 
formation and the normative criteria for admission to this ministry and devising the most appropriate forms for the service which 
these men and women will be called to exercise in conformity with the content of this Apostolic Letter.

10. The Synods of the Oriental Churches or the Assemblies of Hierarchs may adopt what is established here for their respective 
Churches sui iuris, in accordance with their particular law.

11. Bishops should make every effort to comply with the exhortation of the Council Fathers: “Pastors… know that they were not 
established by Christ to undertake by themselves the entire saving mission of the Church to the world. They appreciate, rather, 
that it is their exalted task to shepherd the faithful and at the same time acknowledge their ministries and charisms so that all in 
their separate ways, but of one mind, may cooperate in the common task” (Lumen Gentium, 30). May the discernment of the gifts 
that the Holy Spirit never fails to grant to the Church sustain their efforts to make the lay ministry of Catechist effective for the 
growth of their communities.

I order that what has been laid down by this Apostolic Letter issued “Motu Proprio” have firm and stable effect, anything to the 
contrary notwithstanding, even if worthy of special mention, and that it be promulgated by publication in L’Osservatore 
Romano, taking effect that same day, and published thereafter in the official commentary of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on the tenth day of May in the year 2021, the liturgical memorial of Saint John of Avila, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church, the ninth of my Pontificate.

Franciscus

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20210510_antiquum-ministerium.html

The Parish will be having our Catechists’ Commission Service on 15 January 2023 at the 11.00 am Mass. We thank the 
Catechists for dedicating themselves to this Ministry. If you are interested to join this Ministry, please leave your name with the 
Parish Office. 



will make you fishers of men'. At once they left their nets and followed him.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Ordinary Time is the longest Season of the Church year. Week after week, we are following the scriptures, and learning from 
them. It is important to focus our desires early in the day and talk with the Lord throughout the day, in the background of our 
busy lives. This is how we become "Contemplatives in Action" and find intimacy with God without leaving the context of the 
real circumstances of our lives.

Sometimes we protest: "I don't have time to pray." But if we change our focus to the moments we have free, we find ourselves 
surprised at the time we really do have. There are dozens of times in all of our days during which our minds are occupied with 
something: a song, re-playing the last event, practicing a conversation with someone, having an imaginary argument with 
someone, thinking through the "to do" list of the day. We can learn to fill these times with whatever we choose. If we choose to 
let it be about our relationship with our Lord, it transforms our lives.

It all begins with our mornings. This week, when we first get up and perhaps for a few moments in the shower or getting dressed, 
let's tell the Lord that what we desire today is to be more conscious that what we do this day responds to his call to us to be his 
disciple. Then, during the day, in those moments while driving or shopping or walking down the hall to a meeting, we can talk 
with God about how we are living our call in this or that activity we are engaged in. That conversation may get more detailed and 
specific in this or that set of events.

Each evening, for even a few moments, we can review our day's momentary conversations, recognizing the moments of real 
connection and grace and giving thanks for them, and resolving to take even greater advantage of these opportunities the next 
day.

Dear Lord, at times, my heart is quite sluggish. Give me hope today. Lift my spirits and give me perspective. When I find myself 
stiff and inflexible, make me into a new wineskin to receive the alive, new wine with which you wish to fill me. And let me be 
open to your call to discipleship today. What are the opportunities to preach your Word today? Where can I drive out demons, 
rather than sit with their discouragement and division? Please fill my home, my workplace, my heart with your Spirit, that I might 
join you in bringing good news for the poor.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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1. The ministry of Catechist in the Church is an ancient one. Theologians commonly hold that the first examples are already 
present in the writings of the New Testament. The service of catechesis may be traced back to those “teachers” mentioned by the 
Apostle in writing to the community of Corinth: “Some people God has designated in the Church to be, first, apostles; second, 
prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then, gifts of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? 
Do all interpret? Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I shall show you a still more excellent way” (1 Cor 12:28-31).

Saint Luke begins his Gospel by stating: “I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in 
an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received” 
(Lk 1:3-4). The evangelist seems to be well aware that his writings offer a specific form of instruction that can give firm 
assurance to those already baptized. The Apostle Paul, for his part, tells the Galatians that: “one who is being instructed in the 
word should share all good things with his instructor” (Gal 6:6). As is evident, this text provides yet another detail; it speaks of 
the communion of life as a sign of the fruitfulness of an authentic catechesis.

2. From the beginning, the Christian community was characterized by many different forms of ministry carried out by men and 
women who, obedient to the working of the Holy Spirit, devoted their lives to the building up of the Church. At times, the 
charisms that the Spirit constantly pours out on the baptized took on a visible and tangible form of immediate service to the 
Christian community, one recognized as an indispensable diakonia for the community. The Apostle Paul authoritatively attests 
to this when he states that “there are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but 
the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom; to another the 
expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of tongues; to another 
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them individually to each person as he 
wishes” (1 Cor 12:4-11).

Within the broader charismatic tradition of the New Testament, then, we can see that certain baptized persons exercised the 
ministry of transmitting in a more organic and stable form related to different situations in life the teaching of the apostles and 
evangelists (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, 8). 
The Church wished to acknowledge this service as a concrete expression of a personal charism that contributed greatly to the 
exercise of her mission of evangelization. This glance at the life of the first Christian communities engaged in the spread of the 
Gospel also encourages the Church in our day to appreciate possible new ways for her to remain faithful to the word of the Lord 
so that his Gospel can be preached to every creature.

3. The history of evangelization over the past two millennia clearly shows the effectiveness of the mission of catechists. Bishops, 
priests and deacons, together with many men and women in the consecrated life, devoted their lives to catechetical instruction 
so that the faith might be an effective support for the life of every human being. Some of them also gathered around themselves 
others of their brothers and sisters sharing the same charism, and founded religious orders wholly dedicated to catechesis.

Nor can we forget the countless lay men and women who directly took part in the spread of the Gospel through catechetical 
instruction. Men and women of deep faith, authentic witnesses of holiness, who in some cases were also founders of Churches 
and eventually died as martyrs. In our own day too, many competent and dedicated catechists are community leaders in various 
parts of the world and carry out a mission invaluable for the transmission and growth of the faith.  The long line of blesseds, 
saints and martyrs who were catechists has significantly advanced the Church’s mission and deserves to be recognized, for it 
represents a rich resource not only for catechesis but also for the entire history of Christian spirituality.

4. Beginning with the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, the Church has come to a renewed appreciation of the importance of 
lay involvement in the work of evangelization. The Council Fathers repeatedly emphasized the great need for the lay faithful to 
be engaged directly, in the various ways their charism can be expressed, in the “plantatio Ecclesiae” and the development of the 
Christian community. “Worthy of praise too is that army of catechists, both men and women, to whom missionary work among 
the nations is so indebted, who imbued with an apostolic spirit make an outstanding and absolutely necessary contribution to the 
spread of the faith and the Church by their great work. In our days, when there are so few clerics to evangelize such great 
multitudes and to carry out the pastoral ministry, the role of catechists is of the highest importance” (cf. SECOND VATICAN 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity Ad Gentes, 17).

Along with the important teaching of the Council, mention should be made of the constant interest of the Popes, the Synod of 
Bishops, the Episcopal Conferences and individual Bishops who, in recent decades have contributed to a significant renewal of 
catechesis. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Apostolic Exhortation Catechesi Tradendae, the General Catechetical 
Directory, the General Directory for Catechesis and the recent Directory for Catechesis, as well as the many national, regional 
and diocesan Catechisms, have confirmed the centrality of a catechesis that gives priority to the education and ongoing formation 
of believers.

5. Without prejudice to the Bishop’s mission as the primary catechist in his Diocese, one which he shares with his presbyterate, 
or to the particular responsibility of parents for the Christian formation of their children (cf. CIC can. 774 §2; CCEO can. 618), 
recognition should be given to those lay men and women who feel called by virtue of their baptism to cooperate in the work of 
catechesis (cf. CIC can. 225; CCEO cans. 401 and 406). This presence is all the more urgently needed today as a result of our 
increasing awareness of the need for evangelization in the contemporary world (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 
163-168), and the rise of a globalized culture (cf. Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti, 100, 138). This requires genuine interaction 
with young people, to say nothing of the need for creative methodologies and resources capable of adapting the proclamation of 
the Gospel to the missionary transformation that the Church has undertaken. Fidelity to the past and responsibility for the present 
are necessary conditions for the Church to carry out her mission in the world.

Awakening personal enthusiasm on the part of all the baptized and reviving the awareness of their call to carry out a proper 
mission in the community demands attentiveness to the voice of the Spirit, who is unfailingly present and fruitful (cf. CIC can. 
774 §1; CCEO can. 617). Today, too, the Spirit is calling men and women to set out and encounter all those who are waiting to 
discover the beauty, goodness, and truth of the Christian faith. It is the task of pastors to support them in this process and to enrich 
the life of the Christian community through the recognition of lay ministries capable of contributing to the transformation of 
society through the “penetration of Christian values into the social, political and economic sectors” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102).

6. The lay apostolate is unquestionably “secular”. It requires that the laity “seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal 
affairs and directing them according to God’s will” (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Dogmatic Constitution 
on the Church Lumen Gentium, 31). In their daily life, interwoven with family and social relationships, the laity come to realize 
that they “are given this special vocation: to make the Church present and fruitful in those places and circumstances where it is 
only through them that she can become the salt of the earth” (ibid., 33). We do well to remember, however, that in addition to 
this apostolate, “the laity can be called in different ways to more immediate cooperation in the apostolate of the hierarchy, like 
those men and women who helped the apostle Paul in the Gospel, working hard in the Lord” (ibid.).

The role played by catechists is one specific form of service among others within the Christian community. Catechists are called 
first to be expert in the pastoral service of transmitting the faith as it develops through its different stages from the initial 
proclamation of the kerygma to the instruction that presents our new life in Christ and prepares for the sacraments of Christian 
initiation, and then to the ongoing formation that can allow each person to give an accounting of the hope within them (cf. 1 Pet 
3:15). At the same time, every catechist must be a witness to the faith, a teacher and mystagogue, a companion and pedagogue, 
who teaches for the Church. Only through prayer, study, and direct participation in the life of the community can they grow in 
this identity and the integrity and responsibility that it entails (cf. Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization, Directory for Catechesis, 113).

7. With great foresight, Saint Paul VI issued the Apostolic Letter Ministeria Quaedam with the intention not only of 
adapting the ministries of Lector and Acolyte to changed historical circumstances (cf. Apostolic Letter Spiritus Domini), 
but also of encouraging Episcopal Conferences to promote other ministries, including that of Catechist. “In addition to 
the ministries common to the entire Latin Church, nothing prevents Episcopal Conferences from asking the Apostolic 
See for the institution of others, which for particular reasons, they consider necessary or very useful in their own region. 
Among these are, for example, the offices of Porter, Exorcist and Catechist.” The same pressing invitation is found in 
the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi; in calling for a discernment of the present needs of the Christian 
community in faithful continuity with its origins, the Pope encouraged the development of new forms of ministry for a 
renewed pastoral activity. “Such ministries, apparently new but closely tied up with the Church’s living experience 
down the centuries, such as that of catechists… are valuable for the establishment, life, and growth of the Church, and 
for her capacity to influence her surroundings and to reach those who are remote from her” (SAINT PAUL VI, Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, 73).

To be sure, “there has been a growing awareness of the identity and mission of the laity in the Church. We can indeed count 
on many lay persons, although still not nearly enough, who have a deeply-rooted sense of community and great fidelity to the 
tasks of charity, catechesis and the celebration of the faith” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102). It follows that the reception of a lay 
ministry such as that of Catechist will emphasize even more the missionary commitment proper to every baptized person, a 
commitment that must however be carried out in a fully “secular” manner, avoiding any form of clericalization.

8. This ministry has a definite vocational aspect, as evidenced by the Rite of Institution, and consequently calls for due 
discernment on the part of the Bishop. It is in fact a stable form of service rendered to the local Church in accordance 
with pastoral needs identified by the local Ordinary, yet one carried out as a work of the laity, as demanded by the very 
nature of the ministry. It is fitting that those called to the instituted ministry of Catechist be men and women of deep 
faith and human maturity, active participants in the life of the Christian community, capable of welcoming others, being 
generous and living a life of fraternal communion. They should also receive suitable biblical, theological, pastoral and 
pedagogical formation to be competent communicators of the truth of the faith and they should have some prior 
experience of catechesis (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops 
in the Church Christus Dominus, 14; CIC can. 231 §1; CCEO can. 409 §1). It is essential that they be faithful co-workers 
with priests and deacons, prepared to exercise their ministry wherever it may prove necessary, and motivated by true 
apostolic enthusiasm.

Therefore, after having taken all things into consideration, and by apostolic authority

I establish

the lay ministry of Catechist

The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments will soon publish the Rite of Institution of the lay 
ministry of Catechist.

9. I invite the Episcopal Conferences to render effective the ministry of Catechist, determining the necessary process of 
formation and the normative criteria for admission to this ministry and devising the most appropriate forms for the service which 
these men and women will be called to exercise in conformity with the content of this Apostolic Letter.

10. The Synods of the Oriental Churches or the Assemblies of Hierarchs may adopt what is established here for their respective 
Churches sui iuris, in accordance with their particular law.

11. Bishops should make every effort to comply with the exhortation of the Council Fathers: “Pastors… know that they were not 
established by Christ to undertake by themselves the entire saving mission of the Church to the world. They appreciate, rather, 
that it is their exalted task to shepherd the faithful and at the same time acknowledge their ministries and charisms so that all in 
their separate ways, but of one mind, may cooperate in the common task” (Lumen Gentium, 30). May the discernment of the gifts 
that the Holy Spirit never fails to grant to the Church sustain their efforts to make the lay ministry of Catechist effective for the 
growth of their communities.

I order that what has been laid down by this Apostolic Letter issued “Motu Proprio” have firm and stable effect, anything to the 
contrary notwithstanding, even if worthy of special mention, and that it be promulgated by publication in L’Osservatore 
Romano, taking effect that same day, and published thereafter in the official commentary of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on the tenth day of May in the year 2021, the liturgical memorial of Saint John of Avila, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church, the ninth of my Pontificate.

Franciscus

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20210510_antiquum-ministerium.html

The Parish will be having our Catechists’ Commission Service on 15 January 2023 at the 11.00 am Mass. We thank the 
Catechists for dedicating themselves to this Ministry. If you are interested to join this Ministry, please leave your name with the 
Parish Office. 



will make you fishers of men'. At once they left their nets and followed him.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Ordinary Time is the longest Season of the Church year. Week after week, we are following the scriptures, and learning from 
them. It is important to focus our desires early in the day and talk with the Lord throughout the day, in the background of our 
busy lives. This is how we become "Contemplatives in Action" and find intimacy with God without leaving the context of the 
real circumstances of our lives.

Sometimes we protest: "I don't have time to pray." But if we change our focus to the moments we have free, we find ourselves 
surprised at the time we really do have. There are dozens of times in all of our days during which our minds are occupied with 
something: a song, re-playing the last event, practicing a conversation with someone, having an imaginary argument with 
someone, thinking through the "to do" list of the day. We can learn to fill these times with whatever we choose. If we choose to 
let it be about our relationship with our Lord, it transforms our lives.

It all begins with our mornings. This week, when we first get up and perhaps for a few moments in the shower or getting dressed, 
let's tell the Lord that what we desire today is to be more conscious that what we do this day responds to his call to us to be his 
disciple. Then, during the day, in those moments while driving or shopping or walking down the hall to a meeting, we can talk 
with God about how we are living our call in this or that activity we are engaged in. That conversation may get more detailed and 
specific in this or that set of events.

Each evening, for even a few moments, we can review our day's momentary conversations, recognizing the moments of real 
connection and grace and giving thanks for them, and resolving to take even greater advantage of these opportunities the next 
day.

Dear Lord, at times, my heart is quite sluggish. Give me hope today. Lift my spirits and give me perspective. When I find myself 
stiff and inflexible, make me into a new wineskin to receive the alive, new wine with which you wish to fill me. And let me be 
open to your call to discipleship today. What are the opportunities to preach your Word today? Where can I drive out demons, 
rather than sit with their discouragement and division? Please fill my home, my workplace, my heart with your Spirit, that I might 
join you in bringing good news for the poor.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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1. The ministry of Catechist in the Church is an ancient one. Theologians commonly hold that the first examples are already 
present in the writings of the New Testament. The service of catechesis may be traced back to those “teachers” mentioned by the 
Apostle in writing to the community of Corinth: “Some people God has designated in the Church to be, first, apostles; second, 
prophets; third, teachers; then, mighty deeds; then, gifts of healing, assistance, administration, and varieties of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? 
Do all interpret? Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. But I shall show you a still more excellent way” (1 Cor 12:28-31).

Saint Luke begins his Gospel by stating: “I too have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in 
an orderly sequence for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received” 
(Lk 1:3-4). The evangelist seems to be well aware that his writings offer a specific form of instruction that can give firm 
assurance to those already baptized. The Apostle Paul, for his part, tells the Galatians that: “one who is being instructed in the 
word should share all good things with his instructor” (Gal 6:6). As is evident, this text provides yet another detail; it speaks of 
the communion of life as a sign of the fruitfulness of an authentic catechesis.

2. From the beginning, the Christian community was characterized by many different forms of ministry carried out by men and 
women who, obedient to the working of the Holy Spirit, devoted their lives to the building up of the Church. At times, the 
charisms that the Spirit constantly pours out on the baptized took on a visible and tangible form of immediate service to the 
Christian community, one recognized as an indispensable diakonia for the community. The Apostle Paul authoritatively attests 
to this when he states that “there are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but 
the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom; to another the 
expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of tongues; to another 
interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them individually to each person as he 
wishes” (1 Cor 12:4-11).

Within the broader charismatic tradition of the New Testament, then, we can see that certain baptized persons exercised the 
ministry of transmitting in a more organic and stable form related to different situations in life the teaching of the apostles and 
evangelists (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum, 8). 
The Church wished to acknowledge this service as a concrete expression of a personal charism that contributed greatly to the 
exercise of her mission of evangelization. This glance at the life of the first Christian communities engaged in the spread of the 
Gospel also encourages the Church in our day to appreciate possible new ways for her to remain faithful to the word of the Lord 
so that his Gospel can be preached to every creature.

3. The history of evangelization over the past two millennia clearly shows the effectiveness of the mission of catechists. Bishops, 
priests and deacons, together with many men and women in the consecrated life, devoted their lives to catechetical instruction 
so that the faith might be an effective support for the life of every human being. Some of them also gathered around themselves 
others of their brothers and sisters sharing the same charism, and founded religious orders wholly dedicated to catechesis.

Nor can we forget the countless lay men and women who directly took part in the spread of the Gospel through catechetical 
instruction. Men and women of deep faith, authentic witnesses of holiness, who in some cases were also founders of Churches 
and eventually died as martyrs. In our own day too, many competent and dedicated catechists are community leaders in various 
parts of the world and carry out a mission invaluable for the transmission and growth of the faith.  The long line of blesseds, 
saints and martyrs who were catechists has significantly advanced the Church’s mission and deserves to be recognized, for it 
represents a rich resource not only for catechesis but also for the entire history of Christian spirituality.

4. Beginning with the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, the Church has come to a renewed appreciation of the importance of 
lay involvement in the work of evangelization. The Council Fathers repeatedly emphasized the great need for the lay faithful to 
be engaged directly, in the various ways their charism can be expressed, in the “plantatio Ecclesiae” and the development of the 
Christian community. “Worthy of praise too is that army of catechists, both men and women, to whom missionary work among 
the nations is so indebted, who imbued with an apostolic spirit make an outstanding and absolutely necessary contribution to the 
spread of the faith and the Church by their great work. In our days, when there are so few clerics to evangelize such great 
multitudes and to carry out the pastoral ministry, the role of catechists is of the highest importance” (cf. SECOND VATICAN 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity Ad Gentes, 17).

Along with the important teaching of the Council, mention should be made of the constant interest of the Popes, the Synod of 
Bishops, the Episcopal Conferences and individual Bishops who, in recent decades have contributed to a significant renewal of 
catechesis. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Apostolic Exhortation Catechesi Tradendae, the General Catechetical 
Directory, the General Directory for Catechesis and the recent Directory for Catechesis, as well as the many national, regional 
and diocesan Catechisms, have confirmed the centrality of a catechesis that gives priority to the education and ongoing formation 
of believers.

5. Without prejudice to the Bishop’s mission as the primary catechist in his Diocese, one which he shares with his presbyterate, 
or to the particular responsibility of parents for the Christian formation of their children (cf. CIC can. 774 §2; CCEO can. 618), 
recognition should be given to those lay men and women who feel called by virtue of their baptism to cooperate in the work of 
catechesis (cf. CIC can. 225; CCEO cans. 401 and 406). This presence is all the more urgently needed today as a result of our 
increasing awareness of the need for evangelization in the contemporary world (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 
163-168), and the rise of a globalized culture (cf. Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti, 100, 138). This requires genuine interaction 
with young people, to say nothing of the need for creative methodologies and resources capable of adapting the proclamation of 
the Gospel to the missionary transformation that the Church has undertaken. Fidelity to the past and responsibility for the present 
are necessary conditions for the Church to carry out her mission in the world.

Awakening personal enthusiasm on the part of all the baptized and reviving the awareness of their call to carry out a proper 
mission in the community demands attentiveness to the voice of the Spirit, who is unfailingly present and fruitful (cf. CIC can. 
774 §1; CCEO can. 617). Today, too, the Spirit is calling men and women to set out and encounter all those who are waiting to 
discover the beauty, goodness, and truth of the Christian faith. It is the task of pastors to support them in this process and to enrich 
the life of the Christian community through the recognition of lay ministries capable of contributing to the transformation of 
society through the “penetration of Christian values into the social, political and economic sectors” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102).

6. The lay apostolate is unquestionably “secular”. It requires that the laity “seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal 
affairs and directing them according to God’s will” (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Dogmatic Constitution 
on the Church Lumen Gentium, 31). In their daily life, interwoven with family and social relationships, the laity come to realize 
that they “are given this special vocation: to make the Church present and fruitful in those places and circumstances where it is 
only through them that she can become the salt of the earth” (ibid., 33). We do well to remember, however, that in addition to 
this apostolate, “the laity can be called in different ways to more immediate cooperation in the apostolate of the hierarchy, like 
those men and women who helped the apostle Paul in the Gospel, working hard in the Lord” (ibid.).

The role played by catechists is one specific form of service among others within the Christian community. Catechists are called 
first to be expert in the pastoral service of transmitting the faith as it develops through its different stages from the initial 
proclamation of the kerygma to the instruction that presents our new life in Christ and prepares for the sacraments of Christian 
initiation, and then to the ongoing formation that can allow each person to give an accounting of the hope within them (cf. 1 Pet 
3:15). At the same time, every catechist must be a witness to the faith, a teacher and mystagogue, a companion and pedagogue, 
who teaches for the Church. Only through prayer, study, and direct participation in the life of the community can they grow in 
this identity and the integrity and responsibility that it entails (cf. Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization, Directory for Catechesis, 113).

7. With great foresight, Saint Paul VI issued the Apostolic Letter Ministeria Quaedam with the intention not only of 
adapting the ministries of Lector and Acolyte to changed historical circumstances (cf. Apostolic Letter Spiritus Domini), 
but also of encouraging Episcopal Conferences to promote other ministries, including that of Catechist. “In addition to 
the ministries common to the entire Latin Church, nothing prevents Episcopal Conferences from asking the Apostolic 
See for the institution of others, which for particular reasons, they consider necessary or very useful in their own region. 
Among these are, for example, the offices of Porter, Exorcist and Catechist.” The same pressing invitation is found in 
the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi; in calling for a discernment of the present needs of the Christian 
community in faithful continuity with its origins, the Pope encouraged the development of new forms of ministry for a 
renewed pastoral activity. “Such ministries, apparently new but closely tied up with the Church’s living experience 
down the centuries, such as that of catechists… are valuable for the establishment, life, and growth of the Church, and 
for her capacity to influence her surroundings and to reach those who are remote from her” (SAINT PAUL VI, Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, 73).

To be sure, “there has been a growing awareness of the identity and mission of the laity in the Church. We can indeed count 
on many lay persons, although still not nearly enough, who have a deeply-rooted sense of community and great fidelity to the 
tasks of charity, catechesis and the celebration of the faith” (Evangelii Gaudium, 102). It follows that the reception of a lay 
ministry such as that of Catechist will emphasize even more the missionary commitment proper to every baptized person, a 
commitment that must however be carried out in a fully “secular” manner, avoiding any form of clericalization.

8. This ministry has a definite vocational aspect, as evidenced by the Rite of Institution, and consequently calls for due 
discernment on the part of the Bishop. It is in fact a stable form of service rendered to the local Church in accordance 
with pastoral needs identified by the local Ordinary, yet one carried out as a work of the laity, as demanded by the very 
nature of the ministry. It is fitting that those called to the instituted ministry of Catechist be men and women of deep 
faith and human maturity, active participants in the life of the Christian community, capable of welcoming others, being 
generous and living a life of fraternal communion. They should also receive suitable biblical, theological, pastoral and 
pedagogical formation to be competent communicators of the truth of the faith and they should have some prior 
experience of catechesis (cf. SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops 
in the Church Christus Dominus, 14; CIC can. 231 §1; CCEO can. 409 §1). It is essential that they be faithful co-workers 
with priests and deacons, prepared to exercise their ministry wherever it may prove necessary, and motivated by true 
apostolic enthusiasm.

Therefore, after having taken all things into consideration, and by apostolic authority

I establish

the lay ministry of Catechist

The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments will soon publish the Rite of Institution of the lay 
ministry of Catechist.

9. I invite the Episcopal Conferences to render effective the ministry of Catechist, determining the necessary process of 
formation and the normative criteria for admission to this ministry and devising the most appropriate forms for the service which 
these men and women will be called to exercise in conformity with the content of this Apostolic Letter.

10. The Synods of the Oriental Churches or the Assemblies of Hierarchs may adopt what is established here for their respective 
Churches sui iuris, in accordance with their particular law.

11. Bishops should make every effort to comply with the exhortation of the Council Fathers: “Pastors… know that they were not 
established by Christ to undertake by themselves the entire saving mission of the Church to the world. They appreciate, rather, 
that it is their exalted task to shepherd the faithful and at the same time acknowledge their ministries and charisms so that all in 
their separate ways, but of one mind, may cooperate in the common task” (Lumen Gentium, 30). May the discernment of the gifts 
that the Holy Spirit never fails to grant to the Church sustain their efforts to make the lay ministry of Catechist effective for the 
growth of their communities.

I order that what has been laid down by this Apostolic Letter issued “Motu Proprio” have firm and stable effect, anything to the 
contrary notwithstanding, even if worthy of special mention, and that it be promulgated by publication in L’Osservatore 
Romano, taking effect that same day, and published thereafter in the official commentary of the Acta Apostolicae Sedis.

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on the tenth day of May in the year 2021, the liturgical memorial of Saint John of Avila, 
Priest and Doctor of the Church, the ninth of my Pontificate.

Franciscus

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20210510_antiquum-ministerium.html

The Parish will be having our Catechists’ Commission Service on 15 January 2023 at the 11.00 am Mass. We thank the 
Catechists for dedicating themselves to this Ministry. If you are interested to join this Ministry, please leave your name with the 
Parish Office. 



Masses for Chinese New Year 2023
For this coming Chinese New Year on Sunday, 22 January 2023, the following Masses continues as per 
usual Sunday with the Blessing and Distribution of oranges:

8.30am (Chinese)
11.00am (English)
2.00pm (Cantonese)

Please note the 4.00pm Mass is cancelled on 22 January 2023 and the 
Blessing and Distribution of Oranges will happen ONLY on 22 January 2023

On Monday, 23 January 2023, Morning Prayer will start at 7.40am, followed by Mass at 8.00am. There will 
be no Evening Mass being a Public Holiday.

Change in Mass Timing for Public Holiday Weekday Masses

With immediate effect, for ALL public holidays, Morning Mass will be celebrated at 8.00am preceded by 
Morning Prayer at 7.40am. There will be no Evening Mass on a public holiday if it falls on a weekday.

2023年农历新年弥撒时间

因为今年农历新年大年初一也是主日，所以弥撒时间与平常主日一样。以下的弥撒当中也将会降福及分送
橘柑：

早上8时30分 华语弥撒
早上11时 英语弥撒
下午2时 粤语弥撒

注: 1月22日下午4时英语弥撒将被取消。只有在大年初一举行的弥撒才有降福
及分送橘柑仪式。

1月23日大年初二，早上弥撒时间是8时。弥撒前早祷在7时40分。因当天是公共假期，所以将不会有黄昏
弥撒。

公共假期平日弥撒时间更改

由即日起，所有公共假期当日的平日弥撒时间将会改在早上8时。早祷将在弥撒前7时40分开始。平日的公
共假期将没有黄昏弥撒。



Important Notice
For the safety of all Parishioners and in accordance to the SCDF Fire & Safety 
(Amendment) Act (2019), the following are to be strictly adhered to during 
Mass to avoid overcrowding: 

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your cooperation to 
keep our Parish safe.

2019



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 



Order now!

S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left!  All proceeds go to the church.

limited edition

PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
PayNow Reference, please state LEGO.
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO 
set with Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines. Enjoy and have 
fun family time as you build the house of God together. All 

these at only SGD600.00*

拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔。只须SGD600.00*, 就
能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。



12th January, Thursday | 8.30pm 
“The power of the Rosary is beyond description” The Our Lady of Guadalupe Pro-Life Rosary is a 
beautiful way to pray for the unborn children and all who are affected by abortion. Let our Rosaries be 
our weapon against the culture of death and let us pray for the dawning of a new culture, the culture of 
LIFE! Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for us! Come and Join Us to Pray Together. For more information 
on Pregnancy Crisis & Support, visit: https://www.pregnancycrisis.sg/

If you are familiar with the Bible in a Year podcast by Fr Mike Schmitz, you will 
be happy to know that Fr Mike Schmitz has started the Catechism in a Year series 
from 1 January 2023. If you are not familiar, perhaps it is time to check out both 
these programmes to understand and deepen our faith. 

The Catechism in a Year podcast helps us to read the entire Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, or CCC for short, in 365 days and understand the essentials of 
the Catholic Faith and why they matter. With this, hopefully we can encounter 
God’s plan of sheer goodness and transform our relationship with the Church that 
Christ founded.

Please go to the website ascensionpress.com to find out more details. The Parish 
encourages you to sign up the reading plan and follow the podcast. Let us grow 
our faith together as a Parish.



Infant Jesus booklet
on sale from

1 December 2022

Infant Jesus devotion booklet

You can get them in the parish office 5$





The strength of  the FAMILY
lies in its  capacity to love
and to teach how to love.  

For all  a  family 's  problems,  
it  can always grow, 

beginning with love.  

P o p e  F r a n c i s  A m o r i s  L a e t i t i a  5 3



 

 
To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 2.00pm - 4.00pm (English, Saturday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 3.00pm - 4.00pm (Monday - Friday) / 11.00am - 12.30pm (Sunday)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 4.00pm - 5.00pm (Saturday)
No Devotions/Prayers if it fall on Public Holiday
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


