
SESSION 10 – SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE 

Resolving Everyday Conflict (Ch. 8) 

Overcoming Evil With Good 

 

Open in Prayer 

Some thoughts and suggestions for your prayer time: 

• For God to be glorified in our study and in our lives as peacemakers 

• That God would grant us peace and unity in our homes and church family 

• That God would grant us humility and strength to love and bless our enemies in difficult times. 

 

Time of Worship 

Spend time in musical worship. Some suggestions include:  

• “Have Mercy on Me” (Sovereign Grace Music) 

• “Through the Cross” (Ben Cantelon) 

• “All I Have Is Christ” (Sovereign Grace Music) 

 

Suggested Community Building Discussion 

Ask the group the following question: 

  

Question 

Can you think of a time when it was incredibly difficult for you to love/forgive someone and to overcome evil 

with good? 

 

Transition 

As believers, we’re familiar with the great commandments. Christ said: “‘You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. And… ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:30-31). 

 

We know we’re supposed to love our neighbors. We often think or say that we do: “Yes, I love my 

neighbors.” But if we’re honest, often our love is limited. We choose the people we want to sit with and who 

are like us. Our love is conditional. I only love my neighbors if fill in the blank—if they are nice to me, or they 

follow what I want, etc. 

  

But that’s not the picture of love that we see in Scripture. We see a love that reflects the sacrificial love of 

Christ no matter what! As we talk about Chapter 8: Overcoming Evil With Good and Pressing on with 

Deliberate Love, my hope is that we’ll be encouraged to love as Christ loved and to seek peace even when 

the other person remains unloving and things don’t turn out the way we expect. 

 

Suggested Session Outline: 

• IN A LARGE GROUP – Discuss questions: 

o #1 

o #3 

 

• IN A SMALLER GROUP – Discuss the following, then come back together to share answers: 



o #2 

o #4 

o #5 

 

 
 

Small Group Discussion 

1. When your peacemaking strategies do not result in greater peace in a relationship, where do you go for hope?  

(i.e., one way we can give hope to those who start to feel weary as peacemakers is to consider the words of 

Galatians 6:7 – Your actions make a difference. Even when it seems like living out the gospel is not bringing 

about the peace you pray for, each expression of humble love in conflict is like a seed that is planted and there 

will be harvest: Your actions do make a difference) 

 

Answers will vary 

 

2. Throughout this small group season, what role has prayer played in the process of peacemaking? Do you pray 

for the logs in your eye, for the wisdom to remove specks, and for the hearts of your enemies? What other 

aspects of peacemaking might you pray for and how do you pray? 

 

Possible answers 

• Prayer has helped me to love my neighbor and humbly submit to the Lord’s commands. It has also 

helped to see my own heart more clearly and to see the logs in my eye. 

• Testimony from a brother at Lighthouse: There was a time when my sister did something that I thought 

was unforgivable. In my mind I thought she was inconsiderate and unloving. I just remember being so 

angry, and I didn’t speak to hear for a while. In my heart, I thought I was justified in feeling this way. But 

it really ate me up. I came to a point where I was convicted of my own sin and turned to the Lord in 

prayer. I went to the Father and just laid it out before Him. I told Him exactly how I felt. Turning to the 

Lord in prayer broke my heart when I considered how much I have been forgiven by the Lord. Of all 

people, I am the foremost of sinners, and God forgave me! Shouldn’t I extend the same grace to my 

sister? Through prayer I realized that I was so unloving. I was so prideful and I couldn’t see my own sin. 

I finally asked the Lord to forgive me. I turned away from the anger in my heart that was consuming me, 

and I finally asked my sister to forgive me. 

 

3. How have you seen God answer prayer during this season and how have your times of prayer cultivated hope? 

 

Answers will vary 

Small group leaders, please consider sharing your own story of how your prayer times have cultivated hope in 

your heart.  

 

4. What have you learned about the nature of your own heart in times of conflict? What temptations do you face 

most regularly during a dispute? 

 

Answers will vary 

Possible answers are: 



• I've learned that I’m blind to my own sin. I'm very selfish and often want my own way, even if it means 

hurting others and marring my testimony as a Christian. 

• I've learned that I see myself as a victim. I tend to hold on to grudges and have a habit of replaying 

other people’s sins in my head.  

• I’ve learned that I don’t often turn to the Lord for answers. That is revealed in my lack of prayer and time 

in the Word.  

• I’ve learned that I don’t often turn to the godly counsel of my brothers and sisters. I am often stubborn 

and would rather listen to sinful advice and follow the impulses of my spiteful heart. 

• I’ve learned how difficult it is to be humble because I forget my own shortcomings. I don’t preach the 

gospel to myself and remember the incredible mercy that I have received in Christ.  

• I’m tempted to sinfully retaliate and to hurt the other person as a way to comfort myself and seek my 

own justice.  

• And I’m tempted to bring up past disputes and wrongdoings and to presenting myself as the victim who 

is entitled to my own justice. 

 

5. Who in your life models godly wisdom when it comes to responding to difficult relationships? What can you learn 

from their example and directly from talking with them about the situations you face? 

 

Answers will vary 

One shining example of godly wisdom and love can be seen in the life of Corrie Ten Boom. Corrie Ten Boom 

lived through World War II when the Nazis were killing Jews during the Holocaust. Corrie and her family were 

faithful Christians in the Netherlands, and together they helped many Jews escape the Holocaust during World 

War II by hiding them in their home. They risked their lives in doing this, and sadly they were caught, arrested, 

and sent to a concentration camp, where Nazi soldiers killed members of their family.  

 

If you were Corrie Ten Boom, how would you respond if you met the soldiers who killed your family? Our natural 

inclination is to fuel the unforgiveness and bitterness in our hearts and contemplate revenge. 

 

(Show/listen to Corrie Ten Boom’s testimony on YouTube: https://youtu.be/V--ZTZ40ysE) 

 

Corrie Ten Boom’s testimony is so powerful because she responds to her enemies in a way that reflects the 

incredible forgiveness that she’s received from God.  

 

Let’s reflect on our own hearts whether there is 1) evidence that we belong to Christ in the way we face the sin of 

others and continue to forgive, and 2) whether we are pointing people to Christ in the way that we love. 

 

6. As you look back on this small group season, what are some specific ways your love for others has grown more 

like Christ’s love for you? Take time to praise God for the work he has done and is continuing to do in your heart 

and life. 

 

Answers will vary 

Small group leaders, please consider sharing your own story of how God has changed your heart and helped 

you to grow in your love for others. 

 

https://youtu.be/V--ZTZ40ysE


7. As you think about your current conflict, can you think of more active and deliberate ways you can love your 

opponent? Be thoughtful, and take some to write them down and pray that God would help you to practice those 

things. How do you think God might use this to help transform your heart from bitterness to having a peaceful 

heart? 

 

Possible answers 

• I can take the first steps in actively and deliberately loving my opponents by reflecting on their deepest 

needs so I can do what I can to meet those needs.  

• If they’re in physical need, I can help provide meals and material or financial assistance to them. 

• I can share specific words of encouragement and how they have been a light and a blessing to me over 

the years. 

• I can ask them if there’s anything I can pray for, and I’ll actually take the time to pray for them during the 

week and follow up with them afterwards. 

• I can humbly share with them the things that God has been teaching me to change my heart and ask 

them for forgiveness. 

• These simple acts of love help me to be more like my Savior, who has granted me love and mercy 

beyond what I deserve, and is helping me point others to Him. God is humbling my heart and opening 

my eyes to see my opponent as a fellow saint, sinner, and sufferer, who is just as much in need of 

grace and forgiveness as I am. As a result, my bitter heart is transformed into one of peace, and I can 

trust in the Lord’s sovereignty knowing that any change is only a result of His grace.  

 

Sharing and Prayer 

1. In session 1, we shared one conflict that we would like to see better resolved as a result of this season’s study. 

In what ways were you able to apply what your learned in the previous session this past week? (If you weren’t 

able to think of a current conflict, maybe share one conflict in the past that you would think through differently 

now). 

 

Be sure to follow-up on their prayer requests week to week as a way of tracking and encouraging change! 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are some ways that you would like to continue to apply what you just learned in this session to your 

conflict? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Share other prayer requests: 

 


