
READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 440
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 11 May 2020 - SAT 16 May 2020
MON: ACTS 14:5-18, JN 14:21-26 TUE: ACTS 14:19-28, JN 14:27-31A WED: ACTS 15:1-
6, JN 15:1-8 THU: ACTS 1:15-17, 20-26, JN 15:9-17 FRI: ACTS 15:22-31, JN 15:12-17 
SAT: ACTS 16:1-10, JN 15:18-21

How to make contributions to the church:
Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer) Please refer to the images for instructions.
Method 2: via Cheque Please make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”. You 
may want to drop it off at the Parish Office or mail to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 
Please do not mail cash.

Introduction to The Letters to All 
Christians (Part 3 of 3)

Another argument against the Petrine 
authorship is based on the liberal use 
the letter makes of John, Romans and 
Ephesians, and on the surprisingly little 
direct use it makes of the gospel. There are, 
however, many reminiscences of the gospel 
but there are so implicit as to constitute an 
argument against the idea that the author 
merely wanted to pretend the apostle had 
written it. There is a tendency perhaps to 
exaggerate the number of points of contact 
with James and Paul. Specifically Pauline 
themes, e.g. the abolition of the Jewish 
Law, the Body of Christ, etc. do not appear 
at all, and though some themes appear 
that are best known from Paul’s letters, 

yet these are themes common to all early 
Christian theology, e.g. the redemptive 
nature of the death of Jesus; faith and 
baptism, etc. Certain formulae used in 
primitive preaching and certain items in 
anthologies of Old Testament quotations 
are being increasingly identified by critics, 
and any early writings could well have 
drawn on these independently. Even the 
remaining cases where 1 Peter is dependent 
on Romans or Ephesians need not militate 
against Petrine authorship, since Peter, 
feeling his lack of theological gifts, may 
well have had recourse to Paul’s writings, 
especially as he was writing to people who 
had felt Paul’s influence. It is also worth 
remembering that Silvanus was a disciple of 
both apostles and that some scholars detect 
affinities not only between 1 Peter and Paul Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

10 May 2020 Year AFifth Sunday of Easter

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the 
safety of the general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue 

the suspension of public Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. 
Let us continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you 
have any enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.



but also between 1 Peter and two groups of 
writings whose climate is Petrine: i.e. Mark 
and the discourses of Peter in Acts.

If the substance of the letter were in 
existence before Peter’s death in 64 or 67, 
Silvanus could still have given it its present 
form many years later. This hypothesis 
would be more likely if it could be proved 
that the letter was made up of fragment, but 
these identifications remain very tentative.

Though a very practical letter, it is also a 
valuable summary of apostolic theology. 
The dominating theme is fortitude in trial, 
for which Christ himself is the model, 
2:21 – 25; 3:18; 4:1. Christians must suffer 
patiently like him when their trials are 
due to their faith and to their saintly lives, 
2:19f; 3:14; 4:12-19; 5:9, i.e. if, in return 
for evil, they offer: charity, obedience to 
civil authority, 2:13-17, and gentleness to 
all, 3:8-17; 4:7-11, 19. These is one obscure 
passage, 3:19f, cf. 4:6; the ‘preaching’ of 
Christ can be taken as an announcement 
either of salvation or of punishment; the 
‘spirits in prison’ can be taken either as 
the wicked who were drowned in the 
Flood or as the fallen angels of biblical 
and apocalyptic tradition. On either view, 
this passage refers the ‘preaching’ to the 
moment Jesus died and is the chief source 
for the doctrine of the Descent into hell.

The Second Letter of Peter claims to have 
been written by the apostle himself. He 
is named in the opening address, 1:1, the 
prediction of Peter’s death is made by Jesus 
to the author himself, 1:14, who claims to 
have witnessed the transfiguration, 1:16-
18, and who alludes to a former letter that 
is obviously meant to be 1 Peter.

The purpose of the letter is twofold: to warn 
against the false teachers, ch 2, and to allay 

anxiety due to the delay of the parousia, ch. 
3. It is possible that both these difficulties 
existed before Peter’s death, but other 
considerations make Petrine authorship 
doubtful and suggest a later date. The 
vocabulary is notably different from 1 
Peter; the whole of ch. 2 is obviously a 
free repetition of Jude; an accepted Pauline 
corpus seems to be already in existence, 
3:15f; the apostolic body is referred to, 
with the prophets, as a thing of the past and 
as if the author did not belong to it. These 
difficulties caused early writers to hesitate, 
and there is no sure evidence that the letter 
was accepted at all before the 3rd century, 
and some, according to Origen, Eusebius 
and Jerome, explicitly refused to accept 
it. Most critics nowadays also reject the 
Petrine authorship, though the writer may 
have had some claim to represent Peter: 
perhaps he belonged to a group of Peter’s 
disciples, perhaps he filled out one of 
Peter’s writings with ideas from the letter 
of Jude. This is what we should call forgery 
but what in those days literary convention 
found admissible.

The letter has been definitely accepted by 
the Church as canonical, and Christians 
accept it as an authoritative document 
from the apostolic age. The doctrine it 
teaches supports this: note especially the 
vocation of all Christians to the ‘share in 
the divine nature’, 1:4; the way scriptural 
inspiration is defined, 1:20f; the assurance 
that eventually parousia will come though 
no one can know when; the prediction of a 
new world free of all injustice after the old 
world has been destroyed by fire, 3:3-13.

For the three letters of John cf. the 
Introduction to the Gospel and Letters 
of Saint John.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

NOTE: All SPP150 talks will be cancelled due to the coronavirus alert

RCIA 2020/21 - This is a year’s journey for 
those seeking to know more about the Catholic 
faith. It prepares newcomers to encounter Jesus 
and his Church, and discern towards receiving 
the sacraments of Christian Initiation (Baptism, 
Confirmation, Holy Eucharist).

ROSARY DEVOTION 10 MAY 2020 AT 
10.30AM. For the month of May, we have Rosary 
Devotion online every Sunday. Rosary will be in 5 
languages, English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Teochew 
and Latin. It will be followed by Mass at 11.00am.

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/


