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During the day a series of three raids involving considerable numbers of aircraft, were made on South-
East England, including the Thames Estuary. The first was at 10.30 hrs when Biggin Hill and Lympne 
aerodromes were attacked and involved about 300 aeroplanes. The second, employing about fifty 
aeroplanes, was at 15.00 hrs on Sussex and the third between 16.00 hrs and 18.00 hrs on Kent and 
Surrey, with two raids crossing the Estuary and going over North Weald as far as Luton, this again 
involved about 300 aircraft. A few aircraft reached the Central London region. Raids were also made 
on Luton, Dunstable, Dorking, Leatherhead, Bromley and Orpington with little damage being sustained 
and few casualties. At 18.00 hrs Messerschmitt Bf109s, in smaller formations than usual were engaged 
off and over East Kent. During the night about 250 aircraft crossed the English Coast, with mostly single 
aircraft operating on a relay system and keeping a constant force of about thirty aircraft in action over 
the country with London, The Midlands being the main focus of attention but bombs were dropped in 
every region except Scotland. A few places receiving more than one visit from the enemy.
Tactics: recent reports indicate that the favourite height for enemy bomber formations is just over 
13,000 ft (eg. Rochford was bombed from 12,000 ft and at Debden, bombers approached at 15,000 ft 
before coming down to 4,000 ft to drop their bombs). Enemy fighters are reported to prefer 20,000 
to 25,000 ft. 
Formation: considerable variation in formation continues, with bombers in tight and fighters in loose 
formations. One squadron saw two formations of Dorniers in vics of three in box formation, the 
rear of each having one Messerschmitt Bf109 flying with them, with more at 20,000 ft. A second 
formation of thirty Dorniers (in six vics of five in line astern) was attacked head on; it did not break 
up, but turned back. It was noticed to slow down in order to cover damaged aircraft. A formation of 
fifty to sixty Heinkel He111s and Dornier Do17s was in vics of three line astern in three formations 
of eighteen to twenty-one each, each formation being 200 yards behind and slightly above the one in 
front. In this case, the rear formation jettisoned its bombs and turned back when attacked. At the same 
time, escorting Messerschmitt Bf110s came down from 3,000 ft above and started to circle round 
each formation, ten fighters to each lot. Fighters generally adopted in-line formations, some circling 
above the bombers and others weaving from side to side. There was one case  of Messerschmitt 
Bf109s being in front and below the bombers (which were Messerschmitt Bf110s) followed by further 
Messerschmitt Bf109s in the rear.
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