
I must admit I wasn’t quite expecting to be giving a second ‘Covid 19’ chairman’s report via a zoom 
call again. I, like most of the country thought and possibly hoped it would be over by Christmas and 
yet here we are 14 months on, living with Covid 19, with a glimmer of hope for normality now on the 
horizon.

It will be nice to get together with our fellow councillors face to face again and I think that prospect 
is coming in June. That said, we have all become very professional on zoom, we started of shouting 
over each other, perpetually forgetting to switch the ‘mute off’ not looking into the camera etc, but 
we have got better over time and I think our parish council zoom calls are very professional now, 
and show’s how even we, can adapt to new technology.

Before I go any further, it is with sadness that we recently lost two special people who have been 
involved with the PC, Sue Everest passed away in September last year and Roger Steel only last 
month. Both were very active members of our Parish and a huge thank you from Bluntisham Parish 
Council for everything they have done for us, both are very much missed.

Our Council membership has also change in these last 12 months with both Jayne Smith and Rob 
Gore both stepping down from their roles as Parish Councillors, Rob joined us 2015 and he should be 
very proud of what he achieved and on the Parish Council. We thank both of them for their time and 
commitment that gave us and our Parish.

At the same time, we are pleased to welcome Andrew Mendy onto the Parish Council, Andrew 
joined us a few months ago and we welcome him onto the team, already Andrew is making positive 
contributions into the rich conversations that we have on the PC.

Finally, Andrew Wagner stepped down last year as our village groundman, Andrew did a cracking job 
around the village keeping it looking nice for which we very much thank him. Our new groundsman 
Walter Smith joined us in July last year and has really made an impression on our village since joining 
us. Walter is very much a morning person, and you will regularly see Walter cutting grass or 
trimming our hedges as the sun rises in the morning, again thank you Walter for keeping our village 
looking well kept.

Looking back, I am proud of the volunteer scheme we set up at the start of the pandemic and it has 
been lovely to hear some of your stories. In May last year we had 65 active volunteers helping 48 
households in Bluntisham. Tracey and Phillipa Hope set the scheme up in such a short amount of 
time, which was only possible due to the large number of people willing and able to help. To those 
people the parish council would like to formally thank all those volunteers here in this ‘address’ and 
again in person when we are allowed to gather in numbers larger than 6!, which will hopefully be 
soon. Currently there are households requiring help, but we still have volunteers if needed.

I would also like to personal thank Tracey and Phillipa Hope for what they set up, coordinated, and 
ran. It was a personal service that became the envy of many the surrounding villages, you should 
both be very proud of what you did and our village and the 48 households that received your help 
owe you, their gratitude.

Looking after people doesn’t stop there, in November we voted to use the Village Hall as a drop off 
point for food bank in St Ives. Tracey publishes a list on a weekly basis of food that is required, the 
village hall is then open from 10:15 to 12:15 for people to despite food parcels, that Tracey then 
delivers to St Ives ready for distribution on the Friday. The scheme is working well and donations are 
flooding in on Thursday mornings, the compassion shown by our village is amazing for which we 
thank you all.



Despite being in lock-down we have managed to maintain some of our assets around our village and 
update our village hall, we replaced our salt git bins at the junction of High Street and Rectory road 
for example, and certainly this year those bins have been regularly used.

With the help of the 100 club, we repainted the phone box to refresh and revamp the book 
exchange, we also painted the notice board and sign above it on High Street.

We facilitated the footpath being cleared along Hollidays Road and again with the help of the 100 
club planted over 3000 daffodil bulbs around the village. There was some debate at one of our 
meeting as to whether these should be daffodils or in fact tulips, after a much-heated debate and 
representation by both parties the daffodils won through.

Swifts and their plight were brought to our attention at one of our meetings, swifts like to nest in 
colonies, so Bluntisham Parish Council gave permission to put 4 swift boxes on the village hall, and we are 
hoping to have some residents this year. 

In the village hall and taking advantage of the Covid closures we managed to refurbish the toilets, 
which definitely needed doing and strip, sand, vanish and refurbish the village hall floor, which looks 
really good now and ready for our clubs to return.

All this was done, with very little income from societies or events using our village hall and we still 
manage to hold the precept at its existing level. That’s the 5th year this parish council have not 
increased the precept. 

We currently have three vacancies on the Parish Council and as you can see from this report, the 
subjects we cover and are responsible for, are both numerous and really varied. It’s also about giving 
something back to the village and community that we live and a trying to make a difference. Being 
on the Parish Council is also a lot of fun, we do laugh a lot and enjoy each other company, so if you 
fancy joining us and getting involved, please drop Tracey Hope a line.

Gary thank you for your support as always as the deputy chair, your never complain when I drop you 
in it at moment’s notice, just give me a thumbs up, you support is immeasurable Gary, thank you.

Tracey, thank you for keeping us organised, efficient, on message, even reminding us there’s a 
meeting on, you do a fantastic job Tracey and I and the Parish Council thank you.

Finally to the rest of my fellow Councillors, both present, those that sadly passed away and those 
that have recently left, thank you for letting me be your chairman, for me it’s both an honour and a 
privilege to be with such an outstanding group of people, its only when you take the time to look 
back and see what you have all achieved, that you get a real measure of what ‘making a difference’ 
really is. 

Its been a real pleasure, emotional at times, certainly comical many other times, but always a team, 
a great team, you’ve all had a cracking year, again, well done!

Mark

 


