
Not Broken Just Bent Part 1:  Honor and Humility 

Meeting 1:  Tough Talks During Tough Times (Time:  00.00 - 17:09) 

Icebreaker Suggestion 

What word in the English language have you heard mispronounced regularly or that you have difficulty pronouncing? 

Sermon Discussion Points and Questions  

Tough Conversations Need Honor and Humility 

● Every significant relationship will go through varying degrees of tough times that have the potential to create friction and 
that can bring disappointments.  “Every marriage and close relationship goes through tough times.  Those tough times 
demand tough conversations (things that are not easy for you to say).”  How you handle those tough conversations 
reveals the quality of your relationship. 

● Communication is the life blood in any relationship so we need to know how to handle those tough conversations.  “Tough 
conversations handled badly result in immediate separation.”  Separation means being farther apart than you intend in a 
relationship.  If you withhold or if the tough conversations are left unsaid result in slow separation which could result in the 
relationship deteriorating.  This eats away at the quality of the relationship. 

● You don’t want to say things wrong, but you also don’t want it unsaid.  Then, what do you do?  You do it God’s way. 
“Tough conversations said with honor and received with humility result in a stronger relationship.”   The 2 key things are 
HONOR and HUMILITY.  Honor and humility is what is needed when a relationship is going through a tough time.  

Give an example of a tough season in a close relationship when you had a tough conversation that resulted in 
separation.  What would you do differently? 
 
Never Pay Evil With More Evil (Romans 12:17) 

● The NT is filled with relationships advice.  One example is found in Romans 12:17.  The way you handle an argument 
should be the way you would handle it if the pastor and the whole church is watching you.  If you had to destroy your 
closest relationship, what would you do?  “Give everyone exactly what they deserve.  Play fair.”  If God wanted to destroy 
His relationship with us, He would’ve given us exactly what we deserve.  

● Note Pastor Joel’s example of when a boy at school pushed his son 3x’s on the playground.   Consider that what works 
on the playground does not necessarily work in marriage, friendships, etc as full grown adults.  Paul said in 1Cor. 13:11: 
“When I was a child…”  The more mature we get, the more things we put away because we discover a better way of life. 

● The reason you can destroy a relationship by giving people exactly what they deserve is because we are all flawed 
individuals.  We ALL have flaws and there are things we do that are disappointing to people.  Note:  Jesus in His 
perfection, disappointed people and they killed Him. 

● You will also irritate people.  What happens when you are irritating and the person pushes back and gives it back to you. 
Irritation + Irritation = Destroyed Relationship.  Someone has to step up and stop the “crazy cycle” of returning evil for evil 
and be the peacemaker. 

Thank God for not giving us exactly what we deserve!  Give an example of when you did not repay evil for evil but 
instead repaid with good.   

Next Step 

Meditate on Romans 12:17 and 1Cor. 13:11.   In situations where you have not totally responded good for evil….make an 
intentional effort to do it.  

Prayer Focus 

Pray for those you are in close relationship with and ask the Lord how you can maintain the position of peacemaker in the 
relationship. 
 


