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We’re 
turning Aba 
into Nigeria’s 
fast rising 
‘China of 
Africa’ – Abia 
government

B
usinesses all 
over the world 
mostly thrive 
on collabora-

tions and mergers, pool-
ing of resources and 
allocating them among 
competing demands. 
These businesses are 
then scaled and priori-
tised depending on the 
needs and expectations 
of the consumers.

But these seem to 
be lacking presently in 
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Niger Delta 
retirees hold 
back on 
investment at 
home on fears 
of insecurity

T
housands of 
middle-aged 
N i g e r i a n 
retirees, es-

pecially those from 
the Niger-Delta, are 
holding back or re-
directing billions of 
naira in funds intend-
ed for investment in 
the country’s hin-
terlands, for fear of 
insecurity.

Several of the retir-
ees who spoke with 
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Nigeria has 
an ability to 
overcome adverse 
situations – AUN 
don
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Olusola Oke, Alliance for Democracy candidate during his 
accreditation 

Eyitayo Jegede, candidate of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),  during his accreditation 

Rotimi Akeredolu and his wife, Betty, APC Governorship candidate in Ondo State, cast their votes at about 
10:30 am at Ijebu ward 5, Unit 6 in Owo, Owo Local Government Area of  the state. Pic by Razaq Ayinla

Ondo in anxious wait 
for new governor
…As election holds amid tight security
…Complaints trail exercise
…Jegede, Oke allege card reader manipulation

A
mid tight secu-
rity, eligible in-
digenes and resi-
dents of Ondo 
State yesterday 

trooped to the polling booths 

RAzAq AyINLA, AKURE
to elect a new governor to 
succeed Olusegun Mimiko, 
who is currently on the last 
lap of his second term of eight 
years. The new governor will 
be sworn in when Governor 
Mimiko’s tenure expires in 
February 2017.

Like in recent gubernato-
rial elections in some other 
states, the card reader once 
again proved a huge challenge, 
leaving many eligible voters 
stranded.

The card reader challenge 
elicited allegations against 

the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
of deliberate manipulation to 
favour a certain party.

Eyitayo Jegede, candidate 
of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), who became 
part of the exercise by a court 

verdict nullifying the selec-
tion of Ibrahim Jimoh by the 
Ali Modu Sheriff faction of 
the PDP, accused the INEC of 
flooding his constituency in 
Akure with malfunctioning 

Eligible voters having their accreditation
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Ifeanyi Okowa,
governor of Delta State

Ben Ayade, Cross River 
 State governor

Nyesom Wike, River  State governor Udom Emmanuel, Akwa Ibom State 
governor

Seriake Dicson, Bayelsa State 
governor

Godwin Obaseki, Edo State governor

BDSUNDAY say their preference is 
to spend their retirement in rural set-
tings in their home states and establish 
farms and other small businesses with 
their savings and terminal benefits.

They further explain that they 
have however, shelved those plans 
and decided to remain in or close to 
the big cities, especially Lagos, Port 
Harcourt and Abuja, where they spent 
their working lives, for fear of spiral-
ing insecurity in their home states.

They add that the insecurity mani-
fests in the form of burglaries, armed 
robberies, kidnapping and insurgency, 
which make relocating to their home 
states almost a suicide mission.

Those who spoke with our corre-
spondent observe that other disincen-
tives to relocating to their home states 
to establish businesses are bad roads 
which would make it difficult and ex-
pensive to transport their goods to the 
market and poor power supply which 
would raise their cost of operations.

They also worry about the hordes 
of young unskilled and unemployed 
youths walking the streets in the 
Niger Delta whom they say are time 
bombs waiting to explode.

 At a recent media gathering, a 
Lagos-based Niger Delta media prac-
titioner recounts an awful experience 
of a relation of his, who was planning 
to relocate to the village after so many 
years in the city.

“The man was planning to visit 
home the following day or two; and 
called the boy taking care of the house 
he built in the village to go to the 
market to get some items, including 
food stuff ready for him. The boy did 
as he was told. But when he (the boy) 
was returning home, some men saw 
the items he carried and trailed him 
home without him knowing. The 
hoodlums came at night, burgled all 
the doors and windows of the house 
and went away with whatever they 
could. When the man eventually 
came home, he was not too concerned 
about the house that was burgled. The 
question he kept asking himself was ‘is 
this the place I am planning to retire 
to’? This kind of story is common in 
Warri and some other areas in the re-
gion,” the media practitioner explains.

Another enlightened indigene of 
the zone says the Niger Delta youths 
were part of the architects of their 

own problem, arguing that some of 
them opted to work for menial jobs 
when they were supposed to go to 
school, thereby wasting their youth-
ful years.

“I am also from Niger Delta. I had 
the opportunity to work with an oil 
company after my secondary school 
but I chose to go to the university and 
resisted the allure of early money in 
life. Some of them who decided to 
work for these companies at that time 
are the ones now complaining that the 
jobs available for them are menial and 
that the Yorubas and other outsiders 
are the ones holding managerial po-
sitions. But they were the ones who 
refused to further their education. If 
managerial position is not available for 
them it is because they fail to prepare 
for it,” he says.

Gideon Azubuike Wokocha Okposi, 
a community ruler in Ogba/Ndoni/
Egbema Local Government Area 
(ONELGA), Rivers State, attributes 
the unwillingness of many sons and 
daughters of the zone from bringing 
their investments back home to ac-
tivities of politicians and leadership 
failure on the part of all categories of 
leaders- political, religious and tradi-
tional, which he says have given rise 
to criminality in the Niger Delta.

“I think people are scared to invest 
at home because they are afraid of 
their lives and investment. Over the 
years, the political class has continued 
to recruit idle boys (most of whom 
are members of one cult gang or the 
other) into thuggery. Some of the boys 
were lured in such associations with 
a promise of getting a job in oil com-
panies, while others were forcefully 
initiated. But politicians are exploiting 
the situation because without using 
these willing youths to cause chaos, 
it will be difficult for them to achieve 
electoral ambitions, which they do 
through manipulation,” he says. 

He explained that structural injus-
tice and massive underdevelopment 
despite the region being the backbone 
of the Nigerian economy are major 
reasons criminal activities thrive 
among the youths and their hostile 
attitude towards other parts of the 
country and foreigners exploring oil 
in the region.

According to him, the crisis in 
Rivers State for instance, is a general 

problem in South-South, and that from 
information available to him, idleness 
among the youth is responsible for the 
violence because both the local, state 
and federal governments have no 
tangible plan to engage the youths in 
communities where violence is being 
unleashed.

“If you look at it from that angle, 
you will discover that governments 
at all levels have not done enough to 
put these youths on the right track. 
Go to all these communities there are 
no single government presence unless 
what the oil companies are doing. The 
failure of successive governments to 
deliberately do something to chan-
nel the youthful exuberance of these 
young people to something profitable 
is the reason they are easily lured into 
violence,” he says.

Titus Ogagan, a school teacher, tells 
BDSUNDAY that fear of dangerous 
kinsmen drove them to Lagos, and 
that none of his siblings is planning 
to relocate to their ancestral home for 
any reason.

“We are six children of our father. 
Our father died some few years ago 
after retiring from active service many 
years back. Almost all of us were born 
in Lagos, and our father never even 
mentioned taking us home let alone 
going back home himself after he 
retired. He was always talking about 
dangerous people at home who were 
not happy with his progress. When 
he died in Lagos, it took a great deal 
of courage for us to take his remains 
home for burial. Some of us insisted 
that no matter what, he must be buried 
in his father’s compound. This fear 
of bad and wicked kinsmen is really 
hindering progress, not only in the 
Niger Delta, but also in many parts of 
the country,” Ogagan says. 

 When Ibe Kachikwu, Minister of 
State for Petroleum, earlier this month 
assured Nigerians and the world that 
the security challenges in the Niger 
Delta would soon be resolved follow-
ing resumed hostility which resulted 
in three attacks in two weeks, the 
minister was concerned of bombings 
of oil installations which have further 
crippled government’s revenue.

The minister, who some indigenes 
say may not be aware of other levels 
of banditry in the region, said he was 
saddened that in spite of months of 

intensive personal and collective ef-
forts to engage all stakeholders and the 
recent successful meeting with Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari, attacks on 
oil facility had continued unabated.

 At a time in the history of the Ni-
ger Delta, expatriates exploring and 
exploiting oil in many communities 
relied solely on helicopter to fly them 
from Abuja, Lagos, and even Port 
Harcourt to places where the oil wells 
are located to avoid contact with some 
elements whose primary purpose is to 
steal valuables.      

“Many youths in the region are lazy 
and criminally-minded”, says Gabriel 
Imadojemu, who had his one-year 
mandatory youth service in a village 
near Warri, Delta State.

“In Warri and environs, many peo-
ple you see on the ATM queue are not 
really there to use the service. They 
are primarily there to listen to the pin 
numbers of unsuspecting users. They 
don’t need to see your number; all they 
need to hear is the sound of the num-
ber. They can tell what numbers you 
have entered just by listening to the 
sound. Warri is a place that requires 
your 24 hours alertness if you don’t 
want to be a victim of light crime or 
whatever crime,” he adds.

He said when he first got to the vil-
lage he was sent to by the NYSC for 
formal resumption, he discovered that 
there were many uninhabited homes, 
which includes mansion in some in-
stances, but later learned they were 
houses belonging to victims of one 
degree of rubbery or the other who 
had simply refused to visit again after 
multiple assaults on their loved ones 
or themselves by local gang.

“The crime many often read about 
in the Niger Delta is the organized 
crime; perhaps, that is what is reported 
the most because of its impact on the 
Nigerian economy. But individual and 
petty crimes are very alarming in the 
region. You can be going on the road 
and someone just walked up to you 
and asks for your phone; the assailant 
maybe kind enough to remove the 
sim card and give it back to you. This 
type of crime is common in the region, 
including Edo State; but you don’t read 
often about it”, he tells BDSUNDAY.

There was another story told by 

Niger Delta retirees hold back on investment...

Continues on  page 5
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Anger, frustration at nation’s airports  
as aviation fuel scarcity worsens

A
lhaja Bilikisu 
was inconsol-
able in one of 
the nation’s 

airports recently. She 
was billed to be at a wed-
ding ceremony of a rela-
tion of hers taking place 
in a part of the North 
East that is not a popular 
route for most airlines.

Bilikisu had been 
given the assurance on 
the day she bought her 
ticket that there would 
be a flight to the des-
tination on the Friday 
proceeding the Saturday 
the wedding was to take 
place.

She had arrived the 
airport and had waited 
for hours to hear the an-
nouncement for board-
ing, but there was no 
information. She walked 
up to the information 
desk and was told to 
exercise a little more 
patience. The announce-
ment for cancellation of 
flight came only when 
there were no more 
alternatives for her. It 
dawned on her that she 
would never be part of 
that wedding ceremony.

Instances of this na-
ture are replete at the 
nation’s airports across 
the country as a result 
of perennial scarcity of 

aviation fuel.   
Major airports across 

Nigeria are experiencing 
an overflow of stranded 
passengers who keep 
waiting endlessly for 
their delayed flights, 
some of which eventu-
ally get cancelled as a 
result of aviation fuel 
scarcity.

While majority of the 
stranded travellers have 
continued, out of frus-
tration, to employ curse 
words against the air-
lines, only very few re-
ally understand the cur-

and that if the situation 
continued, more flights 
may be delayed or can-
celled outright.

The aviation fuel scar-
city started manifesting 
last week, when ma-
jor oil marketers began 
to ration supply of the 
product to airlines.

One of the market-
ers issued a Notice to 
Airmen (NOTAM) last 
Saturday alerting of non-
availability of the prod-
uct in Lagos. Another 
marketer said it was 
running out of product 
in Lagos with limited 
supplies in Port Harcourt 
and Abuja.

Although oil market-
ers have attributed the 
scarcity and high price 
of the product to the ex-
change rate of the naira 
to dollar, some airline 
operators had in the past 
accused the market-
ers of forming a cartel. 
This they say subdued 
competition in the Jet 
A1 market as they col-
luded to jointly import 
the product and sell at 
arbitrary prices.

The allegation has 
always been that by 
jointly importing the 
product, the marketers 
were always bringing 
into the country less 
aviation fuel than the 

We’re turning Aba into Nigeria’s fast...

IFEOMA OKEKE

because of the situation 
of things and it is so sad.”  

Domestic airlines on 
their part are raising 
fears over more can-
cellations and delays of 
flights as a result of the 
scarcity of aviation fuel, 
which has worsened in 
the last few days.

Arik Air two weeks 
ago alerted passengers of 
worsening aviation fuel 
(JET A1) scarcity across 
the country.

Dana Air also said the 
fuel scarcity had affect-
ed their flight schedules 

…Marketers accused of creating artificial scarcity

rent dilemma of these 
operators.

“I do not care if there 
is aviation fuel scarcity 
or not, all I know is that 
my flight was supposed 
to have left three hours 
ago and I am still at the 
airport waiting. This 
is just not fair on us,” a 
female passenger had 
told BDSUNDAY a few 
days ago.

“They keep treating 
passengers like this be-
cause the airlines feel 
passengers do not have 
a choice than wait. It is 

only in this country you 
get to see abnormalities 
like this happening,” she 
further said.

Another passenger, 
Ikechi Prince, last Sun-
day said he had a meet-
ing in Abuja for 2pm and 
he was still at the Lagos 
airport at 3pm. “The air-
line had promised that 
boarding would com-
mence since past one 
hour and that it is grap-
pling with aviation fuel 
scarcity. I can no longer 
make it to Abuja for my 
meeting this afternoon 

the Nigeria’s fast-rising 
‘China of Africa’, Aba, 
the economic nerve cen-
tre of Abia State.

This is as a result 
of the individualistic 
tendencies of its arti-
sans and entrepreneurs 
which seem to be a lim-
iting factor and the rea-
son why Made-in-Aba 
is still at the level of arti-
sanship instead of major 
corporations.

“The Aba man, be-
cause of his innate 
protectionist tendency 
finds it difficult to part-
ner with his brother or 
with 10, 15 other people 
to pool resources and 
buy one machine; one 
person obviously can-
not buy the required 
machine because it is 
too expensive. They are 
afraid of the other per-
son seeing what they 
are doing, like in an 
exam class, everybody 

is covering their answer 
sheet so the next person 
doesn’t see it”, this was 
the submission of Sam 
Hart, co-founder, chief 
coordinator of project 
Made-in-Aba in an in-
terview with BDSUN-
DAY.

However, the general 
consensus is that there 
is light in the horizon as 
Nigerians are coming to 
terms with patronage 
of the locally-produced 
goods.

Indeed, Hart was 
quick to add, “We are 
breaking that barrier 
and we are getting there.”

Hart has been at the 
forefront of recent coor-
dinated media branding 
approach of Made-in-
Aba products geared to-
wards changing the face 
of business in Nigeria 
and creating acceptabil-
ity of these items which 
had previously nose-
dived because of lack 
of quality control and 

substandard products. 
Speaking on why 

the Made-in-Aba has 
been at base level this 
long, Hart said: “Aba 
had security issues; a 
lot of people left, com-
panies closed and all of 
that but that has been 
resolved. Aba is very 
safe for business and 
investment. We do not 
want government in-
vesting in this project 
because government 
has proven over time 
to be quite terrible at 
running businesses, 
so we want to create 
the enabling environ-
ment and then allow 
large corporations to 
come in, invest, and 
open factories. Private 
businessmen actually 
should come in; bring 
in their funds, set up 
some of these mecha-
nised operations that 
enable them to bring 
in their equipment and 
machineries to make 

things faster, smoother, 
neater and the finishing 
is perfect”.

It is a known fact that 
most established busi-
nessmen from the East 
do not invest much in 
that region because ac-
cording to Hart, “it goes 
beyond passion, you 
have to give them value 
for their money because 
they worked hard for 
it. We do not have an 
entitlement mentality 
that says a Coscharis, 
Innoson, or whoever 
must come and invest in 
Aba, no. They have put 
their investment where 
they believe they will 
have returns on invest-
ment. They are busi-
nessmen, investors first 
and foremost and Lagos 
has provided value for 
them on returns on their 
investment. We are con-
centrating on providing 
that same value and we 
believe that once we pro-
vide that value proposi-

tion, they will come on 
board to invest in what 
we are doing.”

Meanwhile former 
president Olusegun 
Obasanjo who recently 
had his Made-in-Aba 
shoe order delivered to 
him personally by the 
governor, along with 
some members of the 
Made-in-Aba project 
said he was in discussion 
with African Export Im-
port Bank and Afrexim-
Bank to set up a leather 
industrial city in Aba.

The project has faced 
a lot of debilitating ob-
stacles previously and 
presently, for instance, 
the bulk of the raw ma-
terials in terms of tex-
tiles are sourced from 
abroad because almost 
all the textile mills in the 
country have shut down 
production. “It is difficult 
to get fabric locally so 
they are imported into 
Lagos and then trans-
ported down to Aba- 

they called bale- so they 
untie these bales and 
bring out several types 
of fabrics from them. 
But the leather for the 
shoe makers, the bulk of 
it, like 95 percent of the 
leather used in Aba is 
sourced from Kano. The 
governor of Sokoto State 
was in Aba recently and 
he pitched for Sokoto 
leather; saying it was the 
best. We don’t do hides 
and skin in the South 
East, we just consume, 
we don’t know how to 
process. But still on raw 
materials, we do some 
locally; we melt rub-
ber to produce soles and 
then some other little 
things are being done in 
Aba. So it is the finished 
product actually that is 
made-in-Aba,” explained 
Hart, who is also senior 
special assistant to Abia 
State governor on public 
communications.

 Full interview next 
Sunday

Continued from page 1

Starnded passengers struggling to board available flight at Yola International Airport, recently.

Continues on  page  5
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card readers in order to stop 
his supporters from voting.

“I have heard reports of the 
malfunctioning of the card 
readers. In substantial part of 
Akure South Local Govern-
ment, the card readers have 
been malfunctioning. In some 
they have changed them, in 
some others they have not and 
our people are queuing and 
unfortunately they have not 
been able to cast their votes.”

According to Jegede, “I 
have spoken to INEC officials 
that please in the name of God, 
change those malfunctioning 
card readers that they have 
deposited in our constituency. 
They brought malfunctioning 
card readers to our constitu-
ency so that we will not vote.

“And I tell them, allow our 
people who have voters cards 
and have been register to vote 
to cast their votes. This is an 
opportunity in four years. 
Please for the sake of God al-
low our people to vote.

“Our people must be stead-
fast. They must remain stead-
fast and insist on casting their 
votes and they must stay 
there and let those votes to be 
counted and they most escort 
the result to the next collating 
Centre.”

Jegede further said: “And 
from there to the local gov-
ernment centre and the final 
collation centre, people must 
accompany these results to 
the Collation Centre.

“We are just starting and I 

have told you what challenges 
we have been facing. Card 
renders are not working and 
our people are not allowed to 
vote. It is only when card read-
ers are functioning that you 
can say you have conducted a 
credible election. Card readers 
are not functioning.”

The PDP also alleged that 
a chieftain of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) in Ondo 
State violated election laws by 
campaigning during voting.

The party said Tunji Light-
Ariyo, a known chieftain of 
the APC, was recorded cam-
paigning on behalf of, and can-
vassing for votes for the APC 
candidate, Rotimi Akeredolu, 
at PUs 28, 29, and 30 in Ward 

2 of Akure South Local Gov-
ernment Area, in spite of the 
prohibition of such actions by 
the Electoral Act 2010.

In a statement issued by 
the party through Dayo Ad-
eyeye, its spokesperson, it said: 
“The recording of this event 
also clearly show several po-
lice officers and men of other 
security agencies standing by 
and doing nothing while this 
was going on.

“In fact, the video shows 
that the police men were pro-
viding security cover for him.”

The PDP also amplified 
the complaint earlier raised 
by Jegede about card readers, 
saying that despite that INEC 
owns lots of card readers, in 

several locations, there were 
no back up card readers. The 
party said many voters were 
deprived of their right to vote 
for candidates of their choice.

“For instance, the Polling 
Unit of Governor Olusegun 
Mimiko suffered Card Reader 
failure at his Polling Unit – 
Ward 7 Unit 20 Ondo West 
Local Government Area – that 
has prevented voters from 
casting their votes,” it said.

 AD candidate also kicks
 The candidate of Alliance 

for Democracy, Olusola Oke, 
during a phone-in interview 
on Alaba FM said he got re-
ports of card readers pre-
loaded with about 300 votes 
at Idi Ogba. Alagbon, Oke 

Igba.  According to him, “this 
is becoming a trend across 
the state.”

Indeed, although the elec-
tion took off on an encourag-
ing note in most polling cen-
tres across the state, reports 
of card reader failure were a 
huge drawback.

There were also some ar-
rests of elements who were 
suspected to be criminals on a 
nefarious assignment to com-
mit electoral fraud for their 
pay masters.

Our correspondent reports 
that the huge presence of 
security operatives in the 
state contributed immensely 
in making the exercise hitch-
free. It would be recalled that 

about 26,000 policemen were 
deployed to Ondo for the gu-
bernatorial election.  

Speaking with our cor-
respondent, the party agent 
of APC, Joseph Enimade, said 
they had problems with hood-
lums who almost disrupted 
voting at his unit but that po-
lice officers promptly arrived 
to restore normalcy.

Akingbola Olusegun, the 
party agent of Hope Demo-
cratic Party said the voting 
process has been okay so far.

INEC says 1,659,186 vot-
ers were registered for the 
election, but 378,606 per-
sons did not turn up to collect 
their Permanent Voter Cards. 
About 28 political parties and 
their candidates took part in 
the election. However, only 
about four of the parties are 
top contenders.

The process leading to the 
election has been a peculiar 
one, with controversies over 
who the legitimate candidate 
of one of the political parties 
contending, the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) is. Two 
factions of the party – Ahmed 
Makarfi-led faction and Ali 
Modu Sheriff-led faction – had 
emerged in the state and had 
held different primaries that 
produced two candidates for 
the election.

Meanwhile, indigenes and 
residents of Ondo State are 
anxiously waiting to hear 
from the INEC, who out of 
the contestants would preside 
over the affairs of the state in 
the next four (4) years.

Continued from page 1

Ondo in anxious wait for new....

Military moves to reduce civilian 
casualty during operations

G
eneral Ga-
briel Olonisa-
kin, Chief of 
Defence Staff 
has rolled out 

plans toward reducing 
civilian casualty dur-
ing security operation 
across the country.

Olanisakin, who dis-
closed this during a two-
day inter-agency dia-
logue on ‘Strengthening 
civilian protection policy 
and practice during

security operations’ 
in Abuja, noted that pro-
tecting civilian during 
conflict is important in 
facilitating post conflict 
development assistance, 
integration and create a 
conducive atmosphere 
for humanitarian organ-
isations to carry out its 
obligations.

The Chief of Staff who 

was represented by Rear 
Admiral Andrew Dacos-
ta, Chief of Administra-
tion, said civilian harm 
remains a tragic reality

especially in conflict 
where there is no clear 
battle field as it becomes 
difficult to differentiate 
between combatants 
and civilians.

“In the context of Ni-
geria’s current counter 
terrorism/counter in-
surgency operation in 
the north east and the 
south-south, despite the 
best of intentions of our 
men and women in uni-
form, incidental harm to 
innocent civilians can 
occur, it then becomes 
instructive to factor in 
civilian protection in our 
planning, training and 
actual operations.

“The implementation 
of civilian protection 
measures would better 

operations to respect the 
dignity of our civilian 
population, observe hu-
man rights and avoid 
the use of deadly force in 
all our internal security 
operations as much as 
we can.

STELLA ENENCHE, AbujA tion, illegal detention, 
extra-judicial killings, 
while ensuring people 
in need or in desperate  
conditions are treated 
humanely.

“For the Armed Forc-
es, it is our duty in all our 

position us to achieve 
our objective of restoring 
security, while minimis-
ing casualties among our 
personnel and prevent-
ing incidental harms. It 
is therefore imperative 
to continue to evolve 
civilian harm mitiga-
tion policies, practices 
and procedures for our 
operational guidance. 
“As we grapple with the 
new concept of ‘War 
amongst the people’ 
particularly in counter 
insurgency operations, 
we must strengthen 
ourresolve to act within 
existing statues to pro-
tect civilian.”

Speaking in a chat 
with newsmen, Major 
General Richard Duru, 
director, Civil and Mili-
tary operations ex-
plained that observance 
of human rights and the 
rule of law by the mili-

tary are sacrosanct with 
democratic ideas.

“Protection of civil-
ians in conflict includes  
not only human rights 
protection but measures 
that prevent abuse, ex-
ploitation, intimida-

Waiting for voters...

Yemi Osinbajo, vice president, Chris Ngige, minister of Labour and Productivity and Chris Oranu Chidume, 
managing director, Krisoral Group, during the vice president’s visit to Krisoral and Company Limited, Onitsha, 
recently.
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L
afarge Africa Plc, 
a leading con-
struction solu-
tions company 

in Nigeria, has launched 
its debut Sustainability 
Report in line with the 
latest standard of the 
Global Reporting Initia-
tive’s (GRI) G4, which 
makes the company one 
of the few in Nigeria to 
achieve the reporting 
best practice.

The 2015 Sustainabil-
ity Report was unveiled 
at the grand finale of 
the third edition of the 

Lafarge Africa National 
Literacy Competition at 
the MUSON Centre in 
Lagos last week.

Mobolaji Balogun, 
chairman, Lafarge Af-
rica Plc, while espousing 
on the strategic intent 
for initiating the report, 
explained that sustain-
ability is a key part of 
Lafarge’s corporate strat-
egy, both at the Group 
and in Nigeria.

According to him, 
Lafarge’s sustainability 
development strategy, 
also known as The 2030 
Plan, remains the com-
pany’s internal roadmap 
on how it intends to play 
its own part in address-
ing the planet’s biggest 
issues as the company 
has the opportunity and 
responsibility to make a 
positive difference.

“The Sustainability 
Report is, therefore, part 
of our methodology of 
increasing our level of 
transparency in sharing 
our sustainable devel-
opment performance 
with our stakeholders,” 
Balogun said.

He added that the 
report is a voluntary 
disclosure beyond list-
ing requirements, while 
also informing that the 
report reiterates La-

farge’s commitment to 
promoting best practices 
and engaging with the 
company’s internal and 
external stakeholders.

Michel Puchercos, 
MD/CEO, Lafarge Af-
rica, said driven by the 
company’s ambition to 
set new standards and 
help transform the way 
the industry works, “this 
report helps us to review, 
prioritize and take key 
decisions for improving 
our company’s sustain-
ability efforts”, adding 
that sustainability sets 

Lafarge apart in how 
the company intends to 
conduct its business in 
Nigeria.

“It is an integral part 
of our operations, be-
ing one of the six pil-
lars of Lafarge’s strategy 
and our vision aligns 
with the LafargeHolcim 
Group’s Sustainability 
Strategy, The 2030 Plan, 
which sets up on the 
path of building for to-
morrow,” he said.

While noting that 
2015 was a landmark 
year for sustainable de-
velopment, Puchercos 
said Lafarge Africa was 
happy to be launching 
the report for the same 
year when the Paris 
Agreement held, follow-
ing the COP21 confer-
ence on climate change 
and the launch of the 
United Nations Sustain-
able Development Goals.

Lafarge Africa is a 
member of LafargeHol-
cim Group, following the 
successful global merger 
of Lafarge and Holcim 
in a transaction called 
‘a merger of equals’ in 
2015. With operations in 
90 countries and about 
100,000 employees, La-
fargeHolcim is the world 
leader in building con-
struction materials.

Lafarge Africa launches 
2015 Sustainability Report

Mobolaji Balogun, chairman, Lafarge Africa Plc

actual volume needed, 
thus creating artificial 
scarcity which obviously 
kept the price high.

As part of efforts to 
ensure the availability 
and affordability of avia-
tion fuel in the country, 
the Senate Committee 
on Aviation has vowed 
to un-bundle the cartel 
allegedly making it dif-
ficult for airline operators 
to get the product.

It will be recalled that 
airline operators in the 
country have continu-
ously complained that 
they spend 40 percent 
of their revenue on op-
erational cost and that 
aviation fuel now sells 
between N250 to N340 

Anger, frustration...
Continued from page 3 per litre as against N120 

which it used to be.
Bala Ibn Na Allah, 

vice chairman of the 
Senate committee on 
aviation wondered why 
aviation fuel is scarce 
and expensive in Ni-
geria, an oil producing 
c ountry,  while the 
product is available and 
cheaper in countries 
without oil. Na Allah 
said that when the glob-
al oil prices declined, the 
prices of aviation fuel 
also reduced but that 
in Nigeria the reverse 
is the case ,wondering 
why things that oper-
ate successfully in other 
countries don’t work in 
Nigeria’s environment.

Ola Banji, spokesman 
Arik Air said in a state-

ment that this develop-
ment has started taking 
its toll on Arik Air due 
to the airline’s large scale 
operations, with flights 
being delayed across the 
country and in some cas-
es cancelled especially for 
airports without airfield 
lighting.

With a daily fuel need 
of about 500,000 litres 
and an average of over 
100 daily flights, Arik 
Air is mostly affected 
by this scarcity which 
is the fourth this year 
alone. One of the airline’s 
flights to Johannesburg 
on Tuesday had to be 
routed via Port Harcourt 
to pick up fuel.

“As a result of the 
worsening supply situa-
tion of the aviation fuel, 

Arik Air has announced 
further reduction in 
flights from Wednes-
day, November 16 to cope 
with the fresh scarcity, 
and reduce the unpleas-
ant delays and cancella-
tions which passengers 
have experienced in re-
cent times.

“It has therefore ap-
pealed for the under-
standing of its valued 
customers whose flights 
are likely to be affected 
by the scarcity and scal-
ing down of operations,” 
Banji added.

John Ojikutu, secre-
tary general, Aviation 
Roundtable said that 
more flights will be de-
layed and cancelled if 
the aviation fuel scarcity 
persists.

Niger Delta retirees hold back on investment...

a victim in Warri, who 
was flown to Indian by 
her children to address 
perennial medical com-
plications but by the 
time she return home af-
ter a successful surgery, 
some group of armed 
men came to her house; 
asking that she part with 
at least, few naira left 
from her Indian trip.

“It was the children 
that contributed money 
to fly her to Indian when 
her illness deteriorated. 
It was not because they 
had the money to do so. 
They were in an emer-
gency situation, which 
requires that they save 
their mother’s life. But 
while the children 
were celebrating the 
success of the surgery 
some local gangsters 
had something else 
in mind. By the time 
the children left some 
armed local guys came 
and demanded that the 
old woman give them 
their own share of the 
money that funded her 
medical trip”, an witness 
tells BDSUNDAY.

Like in Rivers State, 
where initiation into 
cultism is a regular oc-
currence, many commu-
nities in the South-South 
including rural areas 
have been taken over 
by different cult groups, 
according to eyewitness 
accounts.

For instance, in Esan 
South East and Igue-
ben, both in Edo State, 
many indigenes of these 
places have avoided go-
ing home due to occult 
and criminal activities 
by those they call ‘small 

boys when we were at 
home’.

“These guys who 
were very little when 
we were at home are 
now the terrorists of the 
community. They have 
no respect for anybody 
because of what is back-
ing them. They have 
taken local criminality 
to another level. Some-
times, they will go to 
peoples’ farm when the 
owners have gone home 
and steal yams, cassava, 
plantain and other farm 
produce. They also have 
guns which they use 
to block and rob people 
travelling to Agbor and 
Onitsha”, says Sylvester 
Usifoh, a Lagos-based in-
digene of Ewohimi, Esan 
South East, Edo State.

He tells BDSUNDAY 
that police posts in these 
communities are help-
less because their men 
are afraid of these lo-
cal criminal gangs who 
armed themselves with 
both guns and charms, 
and advised that the FG 
increase the number of 
policemen in these com-
munities for effective 
policing.

“Some of the police 
are actually working 
with these local gangs, 
and they either corpo-
rate of face the conse-
quence. I was told of a 
newly posted police offi-
cer who started cracking 
down on some of these 
criminals. But he backed 
down when he started 
receiving death threats. 
The place was not like 
that when we were 
growing up. It was a very 
calm place; but since the 
community started de-
veloping all these vices 

started showing up. The 
residents are now pay-
ing the price for civilisa-
tion. The government 
must do something fast 
to address these local 
issues that scare people 
from going home”, he 
says.

His position on inad-
equate policing of his 
town is not far from the 
truth as BD SUNDAY 
can state authoritatively 
that the situation is far 
worst in communities 
in Rivers, Delta, Bayelsa 
states with high records 
of such criminal activi-
ties.

Our correspondent 
who had earlier in the 
year visited some com-
munities in these three 
states, reported that 
there was no single po-
lice post in some notable 
communities with vio-
lence and criminal ten-
dencies; consequently 
making the innocents 
in these communities to 
live in perpetual fear.

Yet, Delta State police 
tells indigenes to come 
back home.

Donald Awunah, 
spokesperson for the 
Nigerian Police Force 
Headquarters, Abuja, 
was not available for 
comment when he was 
contacted, as his mobile 
line did not respond. As 
at the time of filing in 
this report he had also 
yet to reply text mes-
sage bordering on the 
subject.

But Aniamaka An-
drew, Delta State Police 
Command spokesper-
son, tells BDSUNDAY 
in a telephone chat that 
the fear of possible light 
rubbery attack being 

expressed by some in-
digenes of the region 
as the reason for their 
refusal to come home is 
unfounded, saying that 
Deltans in particular, 
now sleep with both 
eyes closed.

According to him, 
the leadership of Gov-
ernor Patrick Okowa 
and Zanna Ibrahim, the 
state’s Commissioner 
of Police, is working 
tirelessly to not only 
sustain the current se-
curity atmosphere in 
the state, but to im-
prove on it.

“No one should be 
afraid to come home, 
as far Delta State is con-
cerned. What you are 
saying is a thing of the 
past, even though there 
is no 100 percent se-
curity anywhere. The 
people are more securi-
ty conscious now than 
before. We are working 
together with the local 
people who are trying 
as much as possible to 
report suspicious move-
ments to us.

“Of course, we have 
issues of logistic and 
inadequate manpower 
but we are improving 
security situation in 
the state with what we 
have. I hope you also 
know that many com-
munities in Delta now 
have vigilante group. 
All these efforts are 
yielding the miracle 
we are witnessing. I say 
‘miracle’ because we 
are doing so much with 
just little. The people 
are happy with the im-
prove security in the 
state,” he concludes.

Continued from page 2
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IPOB faults Amnesty International report 
on number of murdered Biafrans

Ugwuanyi to reposition Enugu to international business hub

E
nugu state gov-
ernor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi has 
vowed to use 

all resources available 
within his reach to drive 
foreign investment and 
economic diversification 
roadmap of Enugu state.

This he said would 
reposition Enugu from 
a civil service state to an 
international business 
hub in the country.

The governor who 
stated this during the 
ground breaking of Enu-
gu ‘Enpower Free Trade 
zone,’ appealed to the 
federal government to 
extend and resurface 
the existing runway 
and build facilities that 

would improve night op-
erations, accommodate 
heavier aircraft that are 
used for international 
and intercontinental 
travels to internationally 
accepted standard.

“The establishment of 
this Free Trade Zone has 
created an urgent need 
for the construction of 
a second runway at the 
airport in order to ac-
commodate the expected 
increase in air traffic. 
We therefore invite the 
federal Aviation Author-
ity of Nigeria (FAAN) to 
present to us, a plan for 
this project and we af-
firm the availability of 
the land required for its 
actualization,” the gov-
ernor said.

The ‘Enpower Free 

REgis AnUkwUoji, Enugu 

T
he indigenous 
people of Bi-
afra ( IPOB) 
w o r l d w i d e 
and the di-

rectorate of State (DOS) 
have received the report 
of Amnesty internation-
al concerning the inces-
sant killing of Biafrans.

But the group coun-
tered that 150 people 
said to have been killed 
by the Amnesty Inter-
national was not the ac-
curate number of IPOB 
and Biafrans killed from 
August 2015 till date.

In a press release made 
available to newsmen in 
Umuahia, signed by Em-
manuel Powerful, media 
and publicity secretary 
of the group hinted that 
IPOBs records and sta-
tistics department gath-
ered that from all parts 
of Biafraland over 2000 
members killed and 750 
missing since whose 
dead bodies have not 
been seen, “And we are 
still searching for them. 

We also have 567 mem-
bers undergoing medical 
treatment at different 
hospitals.” The statement 
by IPOB further said, 
“We have 370 people 
undergoing severe tor-
ture in different prisons 
and security cells across 
the country from hands 
of security agents.

As we are talking 
right now the DSS and 
other security agencies 
in Nigeria are still search-

…says over 2000 killed not 150
UDokA AgwU, Umuahia. ing for members of IPOB 

across the country. Some 
are in the DSS secret cells 
since six months now 
without taking them to 
court while they were 
all keeping incommuni-
cado in different places.”

The group however 
commended the reports 
from Amnesty interna-
tional that stood bold 
to condemn the crime 
against humanity com-
mitted by the govern-

ment of Nigeria and her 
security agencies in the 
face of the world.

“We also oblige the 
Amnesty International 
and other relevant hu-
man rights organiza-
tions like Human Right 
Watch to make more 
enquiries and investi-
gations into these bar-
baric killings against the 
members of the indig-
enous people of Biafra,” 
the statement added.

Chris Oranu Chidume, group managing director, Krisoral Group, middle, in a group photograph with the directing staff 
and students of Senior “Course 39” of the Armed Forces Command, Jaji, led by Commodore P.E.C. Onwuzulike, in 

Trade Zone’ consists of 
two zone areas, which 
includes the Ninth Mile 
Industrial park, Free 
trade zone with an ini-
tial 400 hectares, with 
a capable extension of 
3000 hectares to be de-
veloped. 

The next zone is the 
Akanu Ibiam Interna-
tional Airport desig-
nated for the develop-
ment of a world-class 
infrastructure; offices, 
aircraft hangers, ware-
house storage and stack-
ing areas for free trade 
zone operations. The En-
power Free Trade Zone 
he said would take the 
advantage of the Akanu 
Ibiam International Air-
port as well as it’s close-
ness to commercial cities 

in the south east such as 
Nnewi, Aba, Onitsha, 
Owerri and Abakaliki 
to thrive.

According to the gov-
ernor the Enpower Free 
Trade Zone Enugu, was 
a Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) with the Enu-
gu State Government 
and was licensed by the 
Federal Government in 
December 2015.

“The zone is the only 
free trade zone in the 
South East region that 
offers international and 
domestic investors an 
easy link to businesses 
from the south eastern 
cluster which has been 
acclaimed as the second 
largest economic cluster 
in Nigeria after the Lagos 
cluster.”

kogi not yet oil producing state - Lawmaker

E
mmanuel Egwu, 
member repre-
senting Ibah/
Ibaji/Igalamela/

Ofu Federal Constitu-
ency, Kogi State, has 
called on the people 
of Anambra and Kogi 
State to exercise mu-
tual understanding and 
coexistence in order to 
maximally optimise the 
oil deposit in the area. 
Egwu made the call re-

cently at the NUJ sec-
retariat in Lokoja, dur-
ing the Parliamentarian 
interactive session at 
an event marking the 
state’s council 2016 Press 
Week.

In his presentation, 
the lawmaker sub-
mitted that as against 
the clamour that Kogi 
State should be enlisted 
among the oil producing 
states in the federation, 
“The oil at Ibaji is still at 
exploratory or prospec-

VictoRiA nnAkiAikE tive stage, according to 
the document that we 
have. At this stage, Kogi 
cannot just be declared 
an oil producing state be-
cause Orient Oil that is 
prospecting in Ibaji is still 
using Oil Prospective 
License (OPL) renewable 
after five years”.

“We must get to the 
level of Oil Mining Li-
cense (OML) before the 
state can be declared 
an oil producing state. 
This is the stage where 

investors will bring roy-
alty to the coffers of 
the federal government 
from where the state 
can demand for 13 per-
cent derivation fund,” he 
explained.

According to him, the 
nonchalant attitude of 
the state government to 
investing the oil deposit 
has made Anambra, its 
counterpart, to have 
more comparative ad-
vantage in the area of 
exploration.

Dufil bags 2016 labour-
friendly firm award

N
i g e r i a  E n -
trepreneurs 
A w a r d s , 
t h e  m o s t 

prestigious business 
awards in Nigeria has 
conferred the ‘Labour 
Friendly Organisation 
of the Year Award’ on 
Dufil Prima Foods Plc, 
a leading consumer 
goods company at the 
event which took place 
on Friday, November 
18, at Sheraton Hotels 
&Towers, Abuja.

After a month pub-
lication in National 
Newspapers and in-
put from stakeholders 
leading to an inten-
sive screening exer-
cise, Dufil’s Prima was 
unanimously adjudged 
the best brand for the 
award by the inde-
pendent auditors that 
umpired the screening 
process.  

Over the years, Dufil 
Prima Foods Plc has 
been contributing im-
mensely to the ‘real 
sector’ entrepreneurial 
growth and develop-
ment through their op-
erations, sponsorships 
and CSR programs.

Receiving the award 
on behalf of the compa-
ny, Ashiwaju Temitope, 
Group head and public 
relations officer at Dufil 
Prima Foods Plc said 
“Dufil Prima is focused 

in its drive to make life 
better for Nigerians. 

‘‘The company has 
been adding value to 
the lives of millions of 
people by dishing out 
quality products such 
as Indomie Instant Noo-
dles, Power Oil, among 
others.

“Dufil has kept faith 
with the Nigerian econ-
omy by not laying-off 
staff at this challeng-
ing period and many 
direct and indirect em-
ployments have been 
created. The company 
has also been involved 
in some of the most 
humane CSR sponsor-
ship activities such as 
Indomie Independence 
Day Awards which is 
receiving commenda-
tions for rewarding 
children of extraordi-
nary gifts and courage.” 
Ashiwaju said.

Dufil Prima’s major 
brand, Indomie Instant 
Noodles has been en-
abling food vendors to 
own kiosks and small 
business outlets all over 
the country, thereby 
providing jobs to thou-
sands of jobless Nige-
rians; the emergence 
of Dufil Prima as the 
labour friendly organ-
isation of the year by 
Nigeria Entrepreneurs 
Awards is  s e en by 
stakeholders as well-
deserved.

Uber redefines experiences for 
nigerians in transportation

I
n its short stay in 
the cosmopolitan 
city of Lagos, Uber 
has redefined com-

muters’ experiences 
in the transport sector 
around by disrupting 
how riders move from 
one point to another, 
with its easy, comfort-
able and affordable ser-
vices that makes it an 
attractive proposition 
for all.

The rise of Uber will 
not be slowing down 
anytime soon as long 
as it is able to maintain 
its level of standard and 
surpassed it.

Esther Oluwatoni, 
a graduate from a UK 
university, had little 
faith in the Nigerian 
transp ort industry. 
However, her opinion 
changes after she had 
a one-on-one experi-
ence on a ride with 
Uber.

 According to Esther, 
the Uber driver was 
hospitable in his ap-

proach to the business. 
“He was so nice to me 
and genuinely showed 
care.  I was surprised 
and impressed at the 
same time. It’s really 
amazing how the sys-
tem works and quite 
frankly, I am surprised 
at how well it is work-
ing out in Lagos and 
Nigeria” she said

Damilola Samson, a 
corporate communica-
tion associate with one 
of Nigeria’s top banks 
also narrates his experi-
ence on Uber.

He says his job some-
times keeps him away 
from home late into the 
evening, especially on 
weekends.

According to Dami-
lola, “You know how 
Lagos can be some-
times, especially late 
in the evening, to stay 
safe I take Uber, which 
to me appears to be 
much safer, relatively 
cheaper, and faster” he 
said.

cHinwE AgBEZE



L-R: Adebimpe Balogun, past president, Chartered Institute of Taxation of Nigeria (CITN); Olateju 
Somorin, president, and Iheanyichukwu Okoro, senior vice president/deputy vice chancellor, Academics, 
Babcock University, during the institution of a Professorial Chair in Taxation at Babcock Univeristy, 
Ilisan, Ogun State.

L-R: Oluseye Odunsi, area sales manager, Ilorin Central, Airtel Nigeria; Adesoye Adebanke, head teacher, Iyeru-Okin 
Primary School L.G.E.A; Kudirat Tunrayo, education secretary L.G.E.A Offa, Olori; Sherifat Adetona student; Olusina 
Adegoke, regional operations director, West Region, Airtel Nigeria; A. S. Afolabi, head of service, human resources, 
SUBEB, and Finbarr Obiyan, area sales manager, Offa, Airtel Nigeria, at the Reading for Leading Book Donation 
Campaign at Iyeru-Okin Primary School L.G.E.A Offa, Kwara State. 

L-R: Erhumu Bayagbon, communication manager, Airtel Nigeria; Chioma Okolie, CSR manager; 
Rufai Ladipo, MD/CEO, Agile Communications; Robyn de Villiers, chairman, Burson-Marsteller Africa; 
Yomi Badejo-Okusanya MD/CEO CMC Connect Burson- Marsteller and Adefemi Adeniran, corporate 
communications consultants at CMC Connect BM workshop on Communications in Lagos.

Cross section of 2016 successful candidates of the United World Colleges selected by the Nigerian 
National Committee.

L-R: Mike Owope, ED, finance; John Jenkins, GMD; Taiwo Afolabi, group executive vice chairman and  
Fola Rogers-Saliu, executive director - human resources and administration, all of SIFAX Group, at the 
formal presentation of the award of Global Women Empowerment Ambassador, which was conferred 
on Afolabi, at the 2016 Global Women Empowerment Summit  in Washington DC.

L-R: Isabella Okagbue (chairperson) and the Chairman of the Nigerian National Committee, Akeem 
Belo-Osagie, at the Nigerian National Committee of the United World Colleges.
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L-R: Ugonma Nwoye, customer relations executive, MTN Nigeria; Ibikunle Amosun, Ogun State 
governor, and Mr. Pravin Kumar, group CEO, ISON BPO International Limited, during the official switch 
on and commissioning of Ison BPO’S call center and youth skill development facility, in Abeokuta, 
Ogun State.

L-R: Nat Ofo, president/chairman of council, Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators of 
Nigeria (ICSAN); Abosede Modupe Osunkeye; Olusegun Osunkeye; Nkechi Onyenso, registrar/CEO, 
ICSAN, and Samuel Kolawole, vice president, during the Grand Ball to mark the 50th anniversary of 
the Institute in Lagos.
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W
h a t  s t a r t e d  l i k e  a 
child’s play is gradu-
ally becoming a seri-
ous matter. The “sting” 
op eration of the D e-

partment of State Servic es (DSS) on 
some eminent law officers is taking 
an interest ing dimension with the 
revelations trailing their trial. When 
the trial  of  Justic e Sylvester Nwali 
Ngwuta of the Supreme Court opened 
on Monday, November 21, Nigerians 
were told how the man kept N27 mil-
lion in his bathroom and how in order 
to conceal evidence, he had moved a 
Hummer SUV and two other exotic cars 
to a hotel in his home state, Ebonyi. It 
was alleged that shortly after Ngwuta 
was grante d ad ministrative bail  by 
the DSS in October, he quickly called 
one of the proposed witnesses to assist 
him conceal evidence against him. The 
Federal Government argued that grant-
ing Ngwuta bail this time around could 
jeopardise his trial as he was capable 
of jumping bail and further destroying 
evidence that could impede his trial.

Government also alleged that “On 
October 8, a day before the call was 
made to Abakiliki, the defendant was 
found with four passports. Two of them 
were diplomatic passports while the 
other two were standard passports. It 
did not stop there; it transpired from 
investigation by the Nigerian Immigra-
tion Service that earlier in the year, the 
defendant (Ngwuta) had declared two 
of those passports lost.”

Government further  said :  “Now, 
we are confronted with such acts of 
dishonesty with offences committed 
while on administrative bail.”

At the end of the back and forth 
argument in the court, Ngwuta got a 
record bail to the tune of N100million.

Just ic e  Ngwuta has  r is en to  the 
enviable height of his career by dint 
of hard work. He had convicted many 
criminals, including liars and thieves. 
Many people’s knees had knocked to-
gether by his pronouncements in the 
courtrooms while he hid his mortal 
body in those “above the law” regalia as 
he sat in judgment. Today, the hunter 
appears to be the hunted. Government 
says it has sufficient evidence to prove 
that Ngwuta is corrupt; that he lives 
above his means which he sustains by 
proceeds of fraud.

On the day he was arrested at night, 
when the DSS operatives swooped on 
him in the dead of the night, the world 
was told that all manner of currencies 
were recovered from his residence.

Somehow, he attested to this fact 
w h e n  h e  s a i d :  “ T h e  o n l y  b a g  t h at 
contained money was the small bag 
I locked with a padlock which I un-
locked when ordered to do so. The bag 
contained the sum of $25,000, £10 and 
a brown envelope containing the sum 
of N710, 000 which was a monthly al-

lowance paid to me for September 2016.  
In the brief case, which I carry to my 
office daily, I had the sum of N300, 000 
and some loose change. The above are 
the only sums of money taken from 
me along with my phones, papers and 
other household items.”

One interesting thing here is that it 
is not the government’s word against 
his .  As an eminent jurist ,  he is  not 
gagge d. He has sinc e found hims elf 
another hot brain in the legal profes-
sion, Kanu Agabi, a Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria (SAN) who was also Nigeria’s 
attorney-general and minister of jus-
tice, to defend him.

Some of the questions begging for 
answers are: is it possible for a judge 
of Ngwuta’s standing to be unaware 
that having raw cash of N27 million 
in one’s possession in Nigeria amounts 
to money-laundering? What is a civil 
servant doing with all the exotic cars 
parked and covered with tarpaulin in 
his country home in Abakaliki? Is it 
also possible that the Supreme Court 
judge was not aware that having mul-
tiple passports or that by telling lies 
to obtain international passp orts is 
in conflict with the law he swore to 
uphold in Nigeria?

If indeed he was caught pants-down 
as government is alleging, why was 
Ngwuta p ointing f ingers  at  Rotimi 
Amaechi, minister of transportation; 
Ogbonnaya Onu, minister of Science 
and Technology and Andy Uba, a sena-
tor, as those behind his ordeal?

The judge had said that Amae chi 
and Onu confronted him some time 
ago with some requests which he did 
not accede to, hence his current travail. 
The drama has just begun as Nigerians 
anxiously wait to s e e a time in the 
country when a ‘big man’ will bite the 
dust on account of corruption.

It would be recalled that in February 
last year, Ngwuta was among the five 
justices that ordered Joshua Dariye, a 
former governor of Plateau State, to go 
and face trial at the Appeal Court. That 
was nearly eight years after Dariye 
was first arraigned by the Economic 
a n d  F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(EFCC).  To day,  he is  facing trial  for 
corruption-related offences.

Ngwuta was among the seven judges 
arreste d by the DSS early O ctob er, 
w h i c h  d re w  va r i e g at e d  re a c t i o n s . 
W h i l e  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o m m e n t at o r s , 
including those in the judicial sector, 
vehemently opposed the nocturnal in-
vasion of the residences of the affected 
judges, a good number of Nigerians also 
reasoned that the method of arrest and 
the time it was carried out should be 
of less importance so far as the reason 
for the exercise was genuine.

Over the years, the Nigerian judi-
ciary had been accused of corruption. 
High profile cases have had to suffer 
endless injunctions aimed at shielding 
the culprits. Nigerians have watched 
with awe how judges deliver judg-
ments that were clearly suspect and 
their (the judges’) body language show-

ing they have been compromised. Now, 
that the push has become shove; Jus-
tice Ngwuta is free to show evidence 
of his innocence. Who knows, he may 
walk free at the end of the day, after 
all, “the law”, they say “is an ass”.

 His profile
Justice Sylvester was born in 1951 

in Amofia-Ukawu, Onicha Local Gov-
ernment Area of Ebonyi State, South 
East geo-political of the country. He is 
an Ezza-speaking person by birth. He 
obtained a bachelor’s degree in Law 
from the Obafemi Awolowo University 
and was called to the bar in 1978 after 
he graduated from the Nigerian Law 
School.

Law career
He began his Law career in 1978 as a 

state counsel in Benue State Ministry of 
justice, the same year he established his 
own law firm. On October 1995, he was 
appointed as a judge of the Abia State 
High Court. On May 22, 2013, he was 
appointed to the bench of the Nigerian 
Courts of Appeal and on May 2011, he 
was appointed to the bench of the Su-
preme Court of Nigeria as Justice. He 
presided over the ruling of the Supreme 
Court that affirmed Olusegun Mimiko as 
the governor-elect of Ondo State in the 
May 2013 gubernatorial election. He also 
presided over the ruling of the Supreme 
Court that affirmed Kayode Fayemi as 
the governor-elect of Ekiti State in the 
June 2013 gubernatorial election and 
was supported by Justices Ibrahim Tanko 
Muhammed and Suleiman Galadima.
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The Law in the dock
ZEBULON AGOMUO
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Tinubu moves to wrest southwest from Buhari

T
o many watchers of Ni-
gerian political events 
and developments, the 
r u m o u r  o f  a  d i v i d e d 
All  Progressive  Con -

gress  (APC)  i s  b e c oming true . 
T h e  re c e n t  b o yc o t t  o f  Ro t i m i 
Akeredolu’s gubernatorial cam-
paign by Bola Ahme d Tinubu, 
the party’s national leader, and 
his close allies, signified a house 
divided against itself.  President 
Muhammadu Buhari was at the 
rally and vowed that the party’s 
standard bearer would win the 
election.

The former Lagos State gover-
nor, who had asked John Odigie-
Oyegun,  national chairman of 
the APC, to tender his resigna-
tion over alleged manipulation 
of ele ction primaries that pro-
duc e d Akere dolu, ahead of his 
preferre d candidate,  Olus egun 
Abraham, seems to be enjoying 
the loyalty of south west gover-
nors under the party.

Rauf Aregbesola (Osun State), 
Abiola Ajumobi (Oyo State) and 
A k i n w u n m i  A m b o d e  ( L a g o s 
State) appear to be on the same 
page with Tinubu. They also, like 
Tinubu, including Bisi Akande, 
t h e  p a r t y ’ s  fo r m e r  c h a i r m a n , 
were absent as the President led 
other bigwigs to Ondo State. But 
Ibikunle Amosun, who is alleged 
to be one of the cabals influenc-
ing app ointments in As o Ro ck 
was present at the rally.   

A  s o u r c e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  A P C 
chairman in Benin, disclosed to 
BDSUNDAY that Odigie-Oyegun, 
the former Edo State governor 
who got the party’s top job ow-
ing to Tinubu’s influence, found 
himself in a dilemma of loyalty 
between President Buhari,  the 
constitutional head of the party 
w h o  a l s o  a s  t h e  s ay i n g  g o e s , 
‘holds the yam and the knife’ and 
Bola Tinubu, to whom he holds 
his current political relevance.

“In Nigerian p olit ics ,  ruling 
p a r t y  c h a i r m e n  a re  f i r s t  a n d 
foremost loyal to the president. 
The loyalty fo cus of chairman 
of political party in opposition 
is not the same focus as that of 
chairman of a ruling party. If a 
ruling party chairman wants to 
remain relevant in Nigeria he 
must not allow the president to 
doubt his loyalty. But I can tell 
you that both President Buhari 
a n d  t h e  c h a i r m a n  a re  t r y i n g 
their best to retain Tinubu in the 
party. Everyone knows his con-
tribution to where the party is 
today. But there are bound to be 
disagreement sometimes, since 

we are from different p olitical 
backgrounds,” the source said.   

According to the source, who 
is  a  male,  who was a c ommis-
s i o n e r  i n  t h e  i m m e d i at e  p a s t 
A d a m s  O s h i o m h o l e - l e d  E d o 
State Government, although the 
leadership of the APC was aware 
t h at  t h e  s o ut h  w e s t  p o l i t i c a l 
juggernaut may have worked in 
favour of Olusola Oke, the gover-
norship candidate of the Alliance 
for Democracy (AD) in the Ondo 
election, caution would still be 
applied in handling the alleged 
anti-party activities because the 
APC will still count on his influ-
ence comes 2019.    

He said the party leadership 
u n d e r s t a n d s  t h at  T i n ub u  h a s 
made multiple sacrifices to keep 
the APC together and President 
Buhari is making efforts at work-
i n g  o n  t h e  s t ra i n e d  re l at i o n -
ship, particularly in the area of 
key government app ointments 
which did not  favour Tinubu, 
adding that should he de cides 
to opt out of the party, it will be 
harder to market the APC due 
to the prevailing economic chal-
l e n g e s  c o n f ro n t i n g  N i g e r i a n s 
since the party took over power 
at the centre.

But indications emerging from 
T i n ub u ’ s  c a m p  s h o w  t h at  h i s 
loyalists are not happy how the 
Jagaban is being sidelined in a 
government he midwive d and 
how the south west is fast losing 
political relevance.

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  s o m e  i l l -
fe elings in s ome quarters that 
Tinubu may have lost s ome of 
his men to the President. Those 
liste d to have b e en lost by Ti-
nubu include Yemi Osinbajo, a 
former attorney-general of Lagos 
State under Tinubu as Governor, 
and now the vice president on 
the same ‘anointing’; Babatunde 
Raj i  Fashola,  current minister 
of Power, Works and Housing, 
also came into political limelight 
when he served as Tinubu’s Chief 
of Staff and later succeeded him 
as governor of the state. Kayode 
Fayemi, former governor of Ekiti 
State, now minister of Mine and 
Steel Development, and Lai Mo-
hamed, minister of Information, 
Culture and Tourism, who was 
sp okesp ers on for Tinubu’s  de-
funct Action Congress of Nigeria 
(ACN) and later held the same 
position for the APC.  

Tinubu, starting all over again
BDSUNDAY reliably gathered 

that Tinubu may have de cide d 
to restrategise by working with 
some of his loyalists in a bid to 
bring the South West back to rel-
evance. He may also be consider-
ing a new coalition that would 
put him in his rightful position 
in the region.

R e a c t i n g  t o  a  p r o t e s t  l a s t 
month at the APC national head-
qu a r t e r s  i n  A b uj a  b y  O d i g i e -
Oyegun’s loyalists against Bola 
Tinubu, Governor Ayodele Fay-
ose of Ekiti State, said: “If Tinubu 

i s  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  e mb a r ra s s e d 
and disgraced just the way our 
past leaders were humiliated by 
these same elements, the Yoruba 
nation would have been made to 
suffer for uprightness” addING 
that “humiliation of Tinubu is 
also humiliation of the Yoruba 
race”.

Governor Fayose did not mince 
words in addressing some figures 
that are now known as “former 
Tinubu’s b oys-turne d Buhari ’s 
boys” as he said: “It is unfortu-
nate that Tinubu is now b eing 
vilifie d in a party he investe d 
heavily in and his fellow kins-
men that he brought up politi-
cally are part of this conspiracy. 
It should be noted that the late 
C h i e f  O b a f e m i  A w o l o w o  w a s 
sent to jail by the conspiracy and 
c ollab oration of s ome Yorubas 
w i t h  t h e  e x t e r n a l  a g g re s s o r s . 
Those people that Asiwaju Tinu-
bu made, but are now being used 
against him, should watch it.

“ I n  t h e i r  d e s p e rat i o n ,  t h e y 
have even tried to set him against 
the Vic e President,  Prof  Yemi 
Osinbajo by insinuating that he 
tried to prevent his (Osinbajo’s) 
emergence as President Moham-
m a d u  B u h a r i ’ s  r u n n i n g  m at e ; 
this is sad. I therefore, condemn 
this conspiracy against Asiwaju 
Tinubu and I  ad monish thos e 
that are hoping to make politi-
cal benefits from it to have a re-
think.”

...As massive cracks appear on APC wall
NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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Tinubu moves to wrest southwest from...
John Paden, a renowned for-

eign biographer, had written a 
biography of President Buhari, 
which was launche d in Abuja 
recently wherein he insinuated 
that O sinbajo’s  choic e as  Vic e 
President  was  opp os e d by Ti-
nubu; an attempt many said was 
to put the two political allies at 
a loggerhead.

“The Ondo primary was the 
last straw that broke the camel’s 
b a c k .  T i n ub u  h a s  b e e n  l o s i n g 
p ol it ical  influenc e r ight  from 
the c onstitution of the leader-
ship of the National Assembly; 
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  m i n i s t e r s 
and cabinet members; the Kogi 
governorship election and now 
Ondo State; his candidates were 
never ac c epte d in all  of thes e. 
But some of us saw this coming 
and I sometimes wonder if Tinu-
bu did not see it coming”, Lucky 
Ovab or,  Abuja-bas e d p ol it ical 
scientist told BDSUNDAY.

H e  n o t e d  t h at  T i n ub u  w a s 
pushed to the wall by his party’s 
decision to go ahead even after 
an app eal  panel  s et  up by the 
APC to review the outc ome of 
the Ondo primary recommended 
the conduct of a fresh primary 
but the leadership ignore d the 
d e c i s i o n  a n d  s t i l l  f i e l d e d  A k -
eredolu as its flag bearer.

“Under such circumstance, it 
becomes natural for him to fight 
back. But I am excited about the 
d e ve l o p m e n t  b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l 
make 2019 interesting for those 
who would be alive. It is going 
to be very interesting. The likes 
of Fayos e,  Iyiola Omisiore and 
others with the south west who 
do not like Buhari may team up 

with Tinubu. This signs are al-
ready there for us to see, unless 
APC do s omething fast to wo o 
him (Tinubu) back,” Ovabor said.

Y i n k a  O d u m a k i n ,  p ub l i c i t y 
s e c re t a r y,  p a n  Y o r ub a  S o c i a l 
Cultural Group, Afenifere, told 
BDSUNDAY that events unfold-

ing in Nigeria’s  p olitical  spac e 
would eventually lead to align-
ment of certain forces who are 
d i s s at i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  c u r re n t 
regime while also agreeing that 
2019 would be “politically very 
interesting”.

He said: “The Ondo State gov-

“It will be difficult for the APC 
to remain together with all these 
wrangling going on now. Even 
the PDP is als o having s erious 
wrangling. The two major parties 
are having internal issues which 
may lead to the formation of new 
ones. But the determinant fac-
tor in the 2019 general elections 
would be the state of the nation 
and of the economy. The current 
sorry condition of the economy 
would be a big issue for APC in 
2019,” he said.

When aske d to c omment on 
the insinuation from the presi-
d e n c y  t h at  P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i 
would likely seek second term 
in office, he explained that what 
Garba Shehu said do not amount 
to saying the President will seek 
second term.

“What I read is Garba Shehu 
re s p o n d i n g  t o  B ub a  G a l a d i m a 
that Buhari would be abandoned 
by Nigerians  in  2019.  He was 
only saying that the President is 
still popular. That is not the same 
t h i n g  a s  s ay i n g  t h e  P re s i d e n t 
would contest the 2019 election. 
You may say that is an insinua-
tion or body language, but I don’t 
take things on the surface. Let’s 
wait until  Buhari himself tells 
Nigerians he would be seeking 
second term in office,” Oduma-
kin said.

ernorship election 
ra l l y  o f  t h e  A P C 
where Amosun of 
O g u n  S t a t e  w a s 
t h e  o n l y  s o u t h 
west  APC gover -
nor that attended 
i s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n 
of what to expect 
come 2019. There 
is definitely going 
t o  b e  a l i g n m e n t 
o f  fo r c e s  d u e  t o 
events  unfolding 
in the country”.

Odumakin, who 
f o r e s e e s  e m e r -
gence of new po-
l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o r 
p a r t i e s  a h e a d  o f 
t h e  2 0 1 9  g e n e r -
a l  e l e c t i o n ,  s a i d 
by that time,  the 
APC will longer be 
strong to win elec-
tion like it did in 
2015 when it un-
s eate d an incum-
bent president.
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tered, saying the new chief ex-
ecutive of the oil-rich state was 
merely patching roads (resurfac-
ing actually) done by his predeces-
sors just to claim credit or flagging 
off road projects whenever rerun 
elections come knocking, only to 
go cold as soon as the elections 
were postponed.

They have now ac cus e d the 
governor of not ever disclosing 
the cost and length of his road 
projects.

 
APC
Now, the APC says it is miffed 

by the governor’s recent state-
ment on the so-called road con-
struction flag-off in Etche last 
We dnes day.  “It  is  unfortunate 
that the governor’s grand decep-
tion train anchored at Etche this 
time around to deceive the good 
people of that part of the state 
with a phoney road project flag-
off, just as he did to the good peo-
ple of Ogoni in the recent past.”

A statement by the state public-
ity secretary of the party, Chris 
Finebone, said the first test for 
credibility of the governor’s road 
project flag-off is absence of im-
portant elements of a road project 
such as length or distance, costs 

and phases of the projects. “The 
consequence of that is that no one 
will be able to hold him to account 
if the flag-off packs up a day after 
or ends after a kilometre. Then 
the other bigger issue is that not 
even the Commissioner for Works 
knows the actual costs of such 
road projects and when they are 
expected to be completed”.   

He called on the Etche people 
to follow in the footstep of Ogoni 
people whom he said had since 
realised that they were simply be-
ing taken for a ride with the flag 
off of Sakpenwa-Bori-Kono Road 
and other roads in Ogoniland. 
“The s olemn truth is  that  the 
governor simply embarks on his 
flag-off journey to nowhere just 
to deceive the people especially as 
rerun elections draw near. Etche is 
big and has over 100 oil wells with 
some centres of high population 
density. If the governor is serious, 
he should go and flag off and ex-
ecute several dilapidated internal 
roads that litter the Etche heart-
land begging for attention and 
not deceive the people with his 
politically motivated road project 
flag-offs especially whenever an 
election draws near.” 

He us e d the opp ortunity to 

deny the accusations by the gover-
nor that he had been informed by 
an insider at a meeting where the 
transportation minister admitted 
taking p oss ession of materials 
meant for the December 10, 2016 
rerun elections in the state. “We 
wish to tell Governor Wike that 
he is simply playing mind games 
b e caus e no such me eting to ok 
place and no one gave him any 
such information as he claimed. 
He is simply attempting to sow 
seed of discord and confidence 
c r i s i s  a m o n g s t  A P C  m e mb e r s . 
Governor Wike is merely being 
up to his best and we would not 
descend to his abysmal political 
station by dignifying his childish 
and laughable statements.”

 
Wike
The governor do es not s e em 

to look back in his road project 
march which s e ems to attract 
commendations around the coun-
try. The next day, Thursday, No-
vemb er 24, 2016, the governor 
flagged off the construction of 
Okrika roads. He also commenced 
what  his  me dia  aides  cal l  the 
“comprehensive reconstruction” 
the General Hospitals of Nchia 
and Okrika in Eleme and Okrika 
Local Government Areas. 

The governor also flagged-off 
the total rehabilitation of Govern-
ment Secondary School, Ogu in 
Ogo-Bolo Local Government. 

S p eaking while  f lagging off 
the reconstruction of the General 
Hospital in Nchia, Eleme Local 
Government Area, the governor 
said that the facility was aban-
doned for 30years.

He said his administration was 
c ommitte d to the provision of 
quality healthcare facilities to 
improve the living condition of 
the people. The governor said that 
the Okrika internal roads would 
improve the economy of the area, 
promising to circulate develop-
ment to all local government areas 
of the state. 

Speaking during the flag-off of 
the construction of the General 
Hospital in Nchia, State Commis-
s i o n e r  o f  H e a l t h ,  T h e o p h i l u s 
O dagme, assure d the governor 
that the re c onstruction of the 
hospital would be completed in 
record time.

Bathuel Iheanyichukwu, com-
missioner for works in the state, 
said that the Okrika roads run for 
11.5 kilometres.

Pitched battles in Rivers 
over road projects

Rivers State Governor , being welcomed  by a little girl before flagging off the reconstruction of the General Hospital in Nchia

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

T
he most controversial 
and scandalous sector 
o f  t h e  R i ve r s  e c o n o -
my perhaps is road in-
frastructure. The for-

mer governor now minister of 
transportation, Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi, had always accused his 
former chief of staff who later 
became minister of state for edu-
cation and now his successor as 
governor, Nyesom Wike, of col-
lecting money for a number of 
roads but did not do them. Wike 
us e d to reply,  threatening the 
then governor to take action if he 
truly meant the case.

As s o on as  Wike suc c e e de d 
Amaechi at the Brick House in 
Port Harcourt, the new governor 
told  the  p e ople  that  Amae chi 
did nothing in the area of roads 
and pounced on the N150billion 
monorail project as a fraud. He 
told the people to sit back and see 
how road construction is done by 
a serious governor. He therefore, 
chose to celebrate the starting of 
every road project with a flag-off 
ceremony, some on nationwide 
live television broadcast.

The opp osit ion (APC)  c oun -

IGNATIUS CHUKWU
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I
t  i s  t h e  A l l  P r o g r e s s i ve s 
C o n g re s s  ( A P C )  i n  R i ve r s 
S t at e  t h at  ke e p s  r a i s i n g 
alarm that its members, at 
t h e  l a s t  c o u n t  3 0 0 ,  w e re 
k i l l e d  at  e l e c t i o n s  s i n c e 

2015. When it comes to arresting 
suspects,  it is also the same APC 
that finds members indicted. The 
cas e of  Ojukaye Flag Amachre e 
from Abonnema is central to this 
twist as the man has been in de-
tention sinc e the 2015 ele ctions 
o v e r  mu r d e r  a l l e g a t i o n s .  T h e 
PDP-led government in the state 
has also just conducted an inquiry 
into the killing of a youth corps 
m e mb e r  i n  A h o a d a  a n d  a s ke d 
the police to arrest another APC 
kingpin.

The case of Amachree became 
so heated that that a PDP leader 
i n  t h e  s t at e  o p e n l y  b o a s t e d  o f 
how they must jail  the man. The 
leader’s wife is the judge handling 
the matter, prompting the APC to 
shout loud that it was a predeter-
mined matter.

The lawyer leading the defence 
for Amachree, Ken Atsuate, was 
brutal ly  murdere d s ome we eks 
back and was just burie d at the 
w e e ke n d .  A n  a p p e a l  c o u r t  s i t -
ting in Port Harcourt has at last 
grante d bail  to the incarc erate d 
chieftain.

Reacting, the APC in the state 
said the granting of  bai l  to  the 
APC chieftain Thursday signified 
t h e  p re - e m i n e n c e  o f  g o o d  o ve r 
evil ,  and that it  c onfirme d that 
the triumph of evil over good was 
only but temporary.

APC leaders including Magnus 
Ab e,  Dav is  I kanya and Dakuku 
Peterside all hailed the bail order. 
Peterside, director-general of Ni-
gerian Maritime Administration 
a n d  S a f e t y  A g e n c y  ( N I M A S A ) , 
particularly des crib e d it  as  the 
“triumph of light over darkness 
and end of wickedness from Riv-
ers State Government House.”

He stress e d that the judiciary 
has once again risen to its bastion 
as the last hope of the oppressed 
and those unjustly persecuted by 
power mongers. 

He said Amachree was arrested 
and sent to prison on concocted 
charges by the Rivers State Gov-
ernment and that all  reasonable 
at t e m p t s  t o  g e t  t h e  s t at e  H i g h 
Court grant him bail fell on deaf 
ears.

Along the line,  he adde d,  one 
of the lawyers defending him in 
c ourt  was  murdere d in  c ontro -

Court bail for APC kingpin, 
Flag-Amachree sparks controversy

Bukola Saraki

IGNATIUS CHUKWU versial circumstances, just as the 
R i ve r s  S t at e  G o ve r n m e n t  f i l e d 
f r e s h  mu r d e r  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t 
Amachree, in an attempt to keep 
him perpetually in prison.

Peterside said: “This is a great 
day for Rivers p e ople.  This  is  a 
pointer to the end of recklessness, 
arbitrariness, impunity and wick-
edness on the part of a governor 
who rose to power through vio-
lence. The Appeal Court has once 
again reaffirmed our belief in the 
judiciary. No matter how long a 
lie has travelled, it takes just one 
day for truth to catch up with it. 
To day, the truth has dawne d on 
evil and wickedness.  

“A l l  a l o n g ,  w e  h a v e  a l w a y s 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  i n n o c e n c e  o f 
Ojukaye Flag Amachree. Even the 
police have come out to say they 
do not have evidence against him. 
So you wonder why the despera-
tion to implicate him.”

Re a c t i n g ,  t h e  A t t o r n e y - G e n -
eral of Rivers State informed the 
D eputy Controller of Pris ons of 
Fe deral  Pris ons,  Port  Harc ourt , 
that  the remand order on F lag-
A m a c h re e  w a s  s t i l l  s ub s i s t i n g , 
and thus cannot be released from 
p r i s o n  c u s t o d y  d e s p i t e  b e i n g 
granted bail in another suit.

In a letter to the Deputy Con-
troller of Prisons of Federal Pris-
ons, Port Harcourt, Solicitor -Gen-
e ra l  a n d  Pe r m a n e n t  S e c re t a r y, 
Ministry of Justice, Rivers State 
wrote:  “ I  am dire cte d to inform 
you that the attention of the Hon-
ourable Attorney-General of Riv-
ers State has b e en drawn to the 
foregoing judgment granting the 
appellant/accused person bail.

 
“While we are aware of the or-

der of the Honourable Court of Ap-
peal in Appeal CA/PH/27CR/2016 
g ra n t i n g  b a i l  t o  t h e  a p p e l l a n t /
accused person on certain condi-
tions,  it  must b e note d that the 
decision of the Court of Appeal in 
APPEAL CA/PH/27CR/2016 only 
set aside the decision made on 1st 
July 2016 by the trial  c ourt re-
manding the accused person. The 
judgment has nothing to do with 
the subsequent orders remanding 
the appellant/accused person “.

The letter read: “Of prime im-
p ortanc e are the pro c e e dings of 
26th O ctob er 2016 wherein the 
c o u r t  o r d e r e d  t h e  A p p e l l a n t /
A c c u s e d  p e r s o n  t o  b e  f u r t h e r 
remande d in pris on custo dy.  In 
the l ight  of  the ab ove develop-
m e n t ,  I  a m  f u r t h e r  d i re c t e d  t o 
inform you that the said order is 
still  subsisting, having not been 
app eale d against .   Ac c ordingly, 

you are please enjoined to uphold 
the orders of the Chief Judge of 
Rivers State made on 26th Octo-
ber  which is not affected by the 
judgment of the Court of Appeal 
in Appeal CA/PH/27CR/2016”.

In a similar letter to the Deputy 
Controller of Pris ons of Fe deral 
Prisons, Port Harcourt, the prose-

cution counsel, in a letter written 
by Damilare Adeyemi informe d 
the pris ons authorities that the 
remand order on Flag-Amachree 
still  subsisted, while the suit will 
start afresh under Justice Akpug-
num where the ac cus e d p ers on 
needed to file a fresh application 
for bail after his arraignment.



Politics

Sheriff Gulak

C
a s u a l t i e s 
from the af-
termath of 
the Appeal 
Court judge-

ment, which reinstated 
Eyitayo Jegede as the 
Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) candidate 
in yesterday’s governor-
ship election in Ondo 
State, will soon emerge, 
as the party is set to ex-
pel some of its members 
for anti-party activities. 

Key among those 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE 

A
lthough he is 
being derided a 
heretic and some 
p e ople cho os e 
to extremely de-

scribe him as an ‘anti-Christ’, 
Donald Trump, president-elect 
of the United States of America 
is more righteous than many 
of his critics.

Unlike his traducers who 
do not know the difference be-
tween canvasing votes and the 
real business of governance, 
the US President-elect knows 
the gulf between both. Since 
he was declared winner of 
the keenly-contested election, 
Trump has never rested. He 
has been engaging all shades 
of opinions on how to make 
America great again, he has 
begun to shop for his cabinet 
members; he is even reaching 
out to known critics of his 
candidacy.

Reports had it that Trump 
has appointed South Carolina 
Governor, Nikki Haley, daugh-
ter of Indian immigrant as 
US ambassador to the United 
Nations (UN). Haley is said to 
be the first non-white female 
cabinet-level official appointed 
to the incoming administra-
tion. Although in the same 
party with Trump, she was a 
vocal critic on the campaign 
trail of Trump.

Despite Haley’s resent-
ment of Trumps candidacy, 
the president-elect still de-

scribed the 44-year old young-
est governor in glowing words. 
“Governor Haley has a proven 
track record of bringing people 
together regardless of back-
ground or party affiliation to 
move critical policies forward 
for the betterment of her state 
and our country,” Trump said.

Since he was declared win-
ner, Trump has not made it a 
habit to junket from one part of 
the globe to the other to plead 
for understanding with other 
world leaders. He is already 
at work even though Obama 
still calls the shots at the White 
House. In fact, he is currently 
in close contact with the gov-
ernment in power.

But it was a different ball 
game with President Muham-
madu Buhari, who after his 
election, began to globe-trot 
under the guise of mobilising 
support for the country! Bu-
hari did not have the time to 
meet severally with the then 
out-going president, Goodluck 
Jonathan to discuss the way 
forward. His body language 
at that time was that he would 
never have anything to do 
with the PDP government. 
The hide and seek game as it 
were, continued until a few 
days to the handover.

In America, there are many 
things Trump has noted he 
would and must change. He is 
not going about complaining. 
But here, while on the side-
lines, the then president-elect 
was telling everybody how 

the administration he was 
about to succeed had spoiled 
everything. In his entire jour-
ney abroad, he was dropping 
dangerous words against Ni-
geria and how the country had 
been in the hands of thieves 
and a band of robbers for 16 
years, and how corruption 
had ruined everything. Yet 
he was telling them to come 
and invest.

Today, it is not likely that 
Trump would run all those 
that did not vote for him out 
of America, it is also not likely 
that he would see Barack 
Obama as his arch-enemy 
after the later must have 
left office. From the steps 
he is taking now, Trump is 
not likely to shut the door 
of development and good 
governance against states, 
districts and areas where he 

did not garner huge votes. 
But President Buhari did not 
hide his resentment of zones 
that did not massively vote 
for him. He has since made it 
a state policy to hate people 
from such zones.

Unlike Trump who has 
since begun to appoint mem-
bers of his cabinet knowing 
full well that time waits for 
no one; President Buhari 
never thought along that line 
and even felt it was unneces-
sary to work with ministers. 
He eventually constituted his 
cabinet several months after 
his inauguration. This, pun-
dits say, may have contrib-
uted to the economic crisis 
the country is experiencing 
at the moment.

During the electioneering 
campaign, Trump had spoken 
toughly, threatening to deal 

ZEBuLOn AGOmuO

Between Trump and President Buhari

with certain categories of 
people and his determination 
to return America to the real 
owners. He also had harsh 
words for some leaders who 
believed their salvation must 
come from outside while they 
busy themselves bemoaning 
their condition and shying 
away from their responsibili-
ties. For these truths, Trump 
was branded with all man-
ner of sobriquets. But some 
analysts who see the sense 
in Trump’s tough speeches 
commend his openness and 
forthrightness, saying that it 
is better to lay one’s mind bare 
for everyone to see and draw 
the line, rather than to promise 
heaven on earth and at the 
end, you begin to dish out hell.

“One thing that has held 
Nigeria down is hypocrisy. 
We are too naïve a people, 

that is why they say Nigerians 
are gullible, they are easily 
deceived. Politicians will come 
with their sugar-coated lips 
and promise heaven on earth 
and get the votes; but when 
they get to the office, they 
begin to give the people hell,” 
Obaro Ejem, a public affairs 
analyst, said.

“Would it not be better 
for candidates to say exactly 
what they want to do in office 
so that those voting for them 
will know why and what they 
are voting for? What Trump’s 
victory has done is to change 
the narrative on the political 
turf and I think it is a positive 
one that I want our political 
actors in this country to attune 
to. We cannot be doing the 
same thing all the time and 
expect a different outcome,” 
Ejem added.

Trump
Buhari

PDP set to expel Sheriff, Ibrahim, Gulak, others 
to be expelled are the 
former PDP National 
Chairman, Ali Modu 
Sheriff; substituted PDP 
candidate in the Ondo 
election, Jimoh Ibrahim; 
former Political Adviser 
to ex-President Good-
luck Jonathan, Ahmed 
Gulak. 

Also on the list are 
other Sheriff’s loyal-
ists like serving senator, 
Hope Uzodinma; former 
Deputy National Chair-
man of the party, Cairo 
Ojuogboh; ex-National 
Secretary, Wale Ola-

dipo; former member of 
the House of Represen-
tatives, Bernard Mikko 
among others. 

The party had been 
enmeshed in national 
leadership crisis since 
the May 21 National 
Convention in Port Har-
court, which produced 
the Ahmed Makarfi-
led National Caretaker 
Committee. 

However,  Sheriff 
had insisted that he re-
mained the national 
chairman of the party. 

I n  a  c h a t  w i t h 
BDSUNDAY, National 
Publicity Secretary of 
the Makarfi-led group, 
Dayo Adeyeye, revealed 
that disciplinary action 
would be meted to Sher-
iff and his supporters in 
no distant time. 

“I want to say cat-
egorically that these 
people are not members 
of PDP. And at the ap-
propriate time disciplin-
ary measures will be 
taken against all of them 
who are involved in 
this. Because they have 
very serious attempt 
to destroy the party; 
to destroy our chances 
in the Ondo State elec-

tions, knowing full well 
that we have very good 
chance to win the elec-
tion”, he averred. 

The development 
comes few hours after 
the Ogun State Chapter 
of the PDP suspend-
ed Buruji Kashamu, a 
staunch supporter of 
Sheriff, over alleged fi-
nancial impropriety and 
anti-party activity.

He was suspended 
alongside seven other 
persons – Bayo Dayo, 
Pegba Otemolu, Semiu 
Shodipo, Fatai Adey-
anju, Segun Seriki, Daisi 
Akitan and Bowale So-
laja. 

“The Ogun state Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP) has announced 
the suspension of the 
above named with im-
mediate effect,” a state-
ment signed by Olawale 
Ogundele, state party 
chairman read.

“This is sequel to the 
report of a panel which 
was constituted in June, 
2016 to investigate alle-
gations of financial im-
proprieties, anti-party 
activities and sundry 
reckless acts that are 
capable of bringing our 

great party to disrepute.”
The PDP alleged that 

a disciplinary panel had 
on several occasions 
invited some of the sus-
pended members to de-
fend themselves over 
allegations of diversion 
of party funds, but that 
they refused to honour 
the invitation.

“Based on the prelim-
inary report of the panel 
however, submitted to 
the executive commit-
tee of the Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party, Ogun state 
chapter, we found merit 
in the allegations and 
hereby adopt the report 
and findings of the pan-
el which include recom-
mendation to suspend 
the above mentioned,” 
it said.

“In the exercise of 
the powers vested on 
the state exe cutive 
committee in accor-
dance with the consti-
tution of the Peoples 
Democratic Party the 
above name are here-
by suspended from the 
Ogun state chapter of 
the PDP with immedi-
ate effect; their names 
have also been for-
warded to the national 

secretariat of the party 
for necessary further 
appropriate disciplin-
ary actions.” 

With the party’s na-
tional headquarters in 
Abuja under lock and 
key by the Nigerian 
police for five months 
now, the Makarfi group, 
however, said it is not in 
a hurry to return to the 
Wadata Plaza.  

While the Makarfi 
group has been operat-
ing from a temporary of-
fice at Wuse 2 in Abuja, 
the Sheriff camp has 
been running the party 
from Maitama.  

But Adeyeye stated 
that the party head-
quarters has been in-
fested with ‘diabolical 
things’. 

His words: “That is 
the least of our prob-
lems. Even if they open 
Wadata today, I’m not 
too eager to move in. A 
lot of diabolical things 
have happened in that 
place. But because the 
party headquarters is 
very symbolic for our 
party we will make ef-
fort to open it, not that 
we are too eager to oper-
ate from that place”. 
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P
athcare Laboratories, Nigeria’s 
only ISO accredited pathology 
laboratory has said that its in-
vestment in organising periodic 
Quality Seminars for its staff is 

borne out of its mission of providing quality 
pathological services to its clients across the 
country. The company made this known 
at the week-long seminar it organised for 
its pathologists and medical laboratory 
scientists from across the various regions of 
the company from21 – 28 November, 2016.

In his goodwill message to the partici-
pants at the Lagos edition of the seminar 
on 21 November, 2016, the company’s Ex-
ecutive Director, Operations, Dr. Tolulope 
Adewole, informed them that PathCare 
Laboratories is focused on delivering qual-
ity service to its patient and doctor clients 
at all times because that is its only differ-
entiator from other players in the field of 
medical investigations.

“Any issue of misdiagnosis is an issue 
of quality and any life lost to misdiagnosis 
is an avoidable loss and a loss too many. It 
is actually an injustice to the patient and a 
big blow to his or her family and friends. 
To avoid the human or material costs that 
come with errors in diagnosis, we have set 
our goal towards achieving a zero per cent 
level of error, the same as the airlines.”

He defined quality as using the right 
equipment to process the right sample 
collected in the right container at the right 
time for the right patient at the right cost 
to make the right diagnosis and regretted 
that many Nigerians have lost their lives to 
misdiagnoses as a result of poor handling 
of patients’ specimens. 

“Evidence-based medicine is hinged 
on obtaining an empirical evidence of a 
diagnosis before administering the appro-
priate treatment. All over the world, the 
bedrock of laboratory medicine is quality 
and its processes. For this, it is important 
that the entire value chain is covered,” he 
continued.

He informed that Pathcare Laborato-
ries, as the only laboratory with the ISO-
15189accreditation in Nigeria, strictly ad-

heres to the quality processes as prescribed 
by the International Organisation for 
Standardisation for medical laboratories.

In her presentation, tagged Quality 
as the differentiator, the lead facilitator, 
Janette Wassung, SANAS Assessor and 
former head of Quality Management of 
PathCare South Africa, said that quality is 
a big global medical issue as it affects the 
overall health status of the world. 

Wassung informed that quality process 

is an end-to-end affair, beginning with pre-
analytical stage and runs through analyti-
cal and post-analytical stages.

According to her, “These stages cover 
the collection, transportation and recep-
tion of samples; reagents and instruments 
used and personnel who conduct the test; 
as well as the result format, international 
unit of measurement used and the patholo-
gists that interpret the results.”

She noted that the cost of deploying a 
good quality management system (QMS) 
may look huge initially but this cost will 
amount to almost nothing when compared 
to the cost that laboratories would have to 
bear in case of a misdiagnosis. She called on 
laboratories and practitioners to institute 
a good QMS as a way of avoiding the costs 
that could come from a lack of good quality 
management system.

 
For Wassung, “misdiagnosis, the major 

fallout of a lack of QMS, leads to a number 
of unpalatable circumstances including 
death, unnecessary and elongated treat-
ment and the attendant high cost. It could 
also result in lengthy and costly litigation 
for the laboratory.”

To drive home the need of instituting a 
good QMS, she told a real life story where, 
in another laboratory, a mother of two was 
diagnosed with neuroendocrine cancer at 
the age of 34 and was told she only had 
months to live. She underwent five surger-
ies to excise a cyst from her gum, remove 
lower jaw and teeth and face reconstruc-
tion with bone taken from her lower leg. 
This woman, according to Wassung, was 
shocked to hear that she never had cancer 
in the first place. The slides from the biopsy 
of the cyst that was taken from her was 
contaminated by cells from another patient 
which led to a misdiagnosis.

Perspective
Quality is our differentiator in medical 
investigations – PathCare Laboratories
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‘Growth activities seen in non-oil sectors despite the micro-economic conditions’

O
bi Ejimofo, chief operating 
officer of Asoko Insight, 
has said that despite the 
m i c ro - e c o n o m i c  c o n d i -

tions in the country there are lots 
of on-going growth activities in 
different sectors of the economy 
beyond Oil & Gas.

Ejimofo made the observation in 
his presentation at the recently held 
6th FBNQuest Investor Conference.

S p e a k i n g  o n  ‘ N av i g at i n g  t h e 
growth cycle through under-invest-
ed sectors in the non-oil economy’, 
Ejimofo noted that there are im-
mense opportunities in the middle 
market and that when it comes to 
diversification beyond the Oil and 
Gas sector, the hope is that these 
areas will be looked at seriously as 
major opportunities for growing the 
economy.

According to a recent study by 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) the significant and prolonged 
drop in oil prices since mid-2014 
has change d the fortunes of Ni-
geria and many energy-exporting 
nations around the world.  There-
fore, for Nigeria, which is heavily 
dependent on oil revenue, there is 
need for the government to pursue 
genuine economic diversification 
policies to take the economy out of 
the doldrums.

The dependence on the proceeds 

from the sale of crude oil was done 
at the expense of other sectors of 
the economy such as Agriculture, 
Technology, and Solid Minerals etc. 
that had contributed significantly 
to the economy.

The current prevailing economic 
situation is  prompting the Fe d-
eral Government to work harder 
to further diversify the economy 
as well as the country’s revenue 
base. The call for diversifying the 
Nigerian economy has been an on-
going concern, which many believe 
will combat poverty in Nigeria via 
job creation and most importantly 
alleviate some of the problems as-
sociated with the vulnerability of 
the Nigerian economy to the fluc-
tuations in global oil process.

Diversification in the pres ent 
Nigerian economic context simply 
means creating new avenues for 
economic growth. It involves the 
Nigerian government using the 
right strategy to b o ost  revenue 
generate d from other s e ctors of 
the economy. It however will not 
mean a total neglect of the oil and 
gas sector but finding ways to maxi-
mise revenue derivable from the 
sector, reversing the effects of the 
economic crisis and returning the 
economy to a growth path. 

At the FBNQuest Investor Con-
ference, Ejimofo in his presentation 

alluded to the FT report in October 
2016 stating that the IFC estimates 
that “up to 84 percent of Small and 
Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) 
in Africa are either un-served or 
underserved” in terms of access to 
capital.

He also noted that it is important 
for Nigerians to start charting value 
chains that exist within the dif-
ferent sectors. He went further to 
identify three sectors in the econ-
omy with immense opportunities 
for growth as the Food & Beverage 
sector, the Agro-Processing sector 
and the Renewable Energy sector. 
For thes e s e ctors  the re curring 
narratives over time will be capac-
ity expansion, import substitution, 
local/regional expansion, backward 
integration and product diversifica-
tion.

Under the Food & Beverages sec-
tor, Ejimofo identified companies 
that are using the recurring nar-
ratives to expand their businesses 
beyond its current scope while in 
the renewable energy and agro-
processing sectors he highlighted 
companies that are currently under 
the radar today but will create com-
petition within their sector in the 
coming years.

“There is a need for the govern-
ment to create an enabling environ-
ment for the private sector to oper-

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

ate in these industries. Investment 
is needed from both local and for-
eign investors and the government 
needs to attract and facilitate pri-
vate investment in selected areas. 
The Nigerian government needs to 
set out a workable plan that will 
concentrate on the most important 
and strategic areas that will yield 
the highest and quickest returns. 
They also need to increase the loss 
of confidence by investors and the 
general public by taking control of 
the situation,” he said.

According to him, “The state and 
local governments must also be in-
volved in the diversification process 
by assisting the Federal Govern-
ment in implementing policies that 
will  move the c ountry forward. 
The state and local governments 
can als o b e enc ourage d to c ome 
up with their own resp ons es to 
the economic crises. This will help 
hasten the diversification process, 
reduce the over-dependence on oil 
revenues and lift the economy out 
of its current situation.

“Overall, there is a need for the 
Nigerian government to carry the 
public along in its response to the 
economic crises that is biting hard. 
The public needs to know what ac-
tions the government is taking to 
address existing challenges and the 
expected results of those actions.”
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L
et me join President Ensign 
and the MC in welcoming 
you to this year’s Founder’s 
Day ceremony of this uni-
versity. It doesn’t feel that 

long ago when we broke ground here 
for what is to be the first private 
university in Northern Nigeria, and 
the first American university in Sub-
Saharan Africa. Here we are today at 
the 11th Founder’s Day of this dream 
we the AUN.

Looking back and looking around, 
we have made tremendous progress. 
The little corn is growing into a 
promising oak. But there’s a lot still 
left to be done. As you know, the 
work of building a great university 
never really finishes. A university is 
a living organism. It has to keep grow-
ing; it is continuously nourished. It 
becomes ever more complex but also 
integrated, more extended, and more 
interesting.

This past year has been particu-
larly challenging for us and for the 
country. The country’s economy, 
which had remained weak, slid into a 
recession. There has been little public 
spending as the new government in 
Abuja and most state capitals try to 
figure out how to proceed with gov-
ernance, just as oil production and 
revenues plummeted. And when citi-
zens, including parents, have little in-
come to spend, especially in the midst 
of uncertainty, the effect spreads to 
various sectors of the economy, in-
cluding higher education.

But it was also a year that saw 
significant improvements in the 
security situation in the North East, 
our catchment area.  The commit-
ment of the Federal Government 
and the state governments in this 
zone, as well as the support of the 
governments of our neighbouring 
countries of Cameroon, Chad and 
Niger, have pushed back against the 
violent insurgency and improved 
the security of citizens in the area. 
The improvement in the security 
situation also means that some in-
ternally displac e d p ers ons have 
been able to return to their homes 
and try to resume normal lives. I 
would like to specially acknowledge 
the efforts of our security forces in 
making these possible.

However, more still needs to be 
done to restore normalcy in this 
area. The insurgency remains.  The 
insurgents still occupy a specific 
geographical space. They still re-
tain the capacity for o c casional 
deadly attacks. Many citizens in 
the zone still  remain vulnerable 
and live in fear;  and we cannot 
say that the problem is over until 
every displaced person is able to 
return home, to the office, to the 
market, to the farm, and resume 

Insurgency not over until all displaced 
children return to their schools - Atiku

normal activities.  We cannot say it 
is over until we rebuild the schools, 
the churches,  the hospitals ,  the 
markets, and the homes that had 
been destroyed.  And we cannot 
say it’s over until the survivors of 
this insurgency receive the help 
they need, including psychological 
therapy to deal with the trauma 
that they have been through. I vis-
ited an IDP camp Saturday and had 
the privilege of teaching a math 
class to some children. But the site 
of hundreds of children running 
around and unable to attend school 
was very gut-wrenching.  It  still 
breaks my heart. So we cannot say 
the insurgency is over until all the 
displaced children return to their 
schools.

And, as I indicated last year, it 
would not be enough for people to 
simply return to their pre-insur-
gency lives. We must do better than 
that otherwise we would only have 
papered over the wound without 
really treating it.  People must re-
turn to something better, to hope, 
to improved schools, to improved 
economic opportunities, to freedom 
of worship and improve d inter-
religious harmony.  Pe ople must 
return to the realisation that it is 
ok not only to be different but also 
to learn, including so-called West-
ern education. You see, Western 
education really belongs to humanity 
since different parts of the world con-
tributed to that which we now call 
Western education and culture. In 
any case, nobody says we must take 
everything that is associated with 
that culture; we can take that which 
helps us improve our societies while 
ignoring that which doesn’t. 

And we must no longer wait for 
socio-economic and political prob-
lems to fester for a long time before 

we tackle them, the way we routinely 
wait for small potholes on our roads 
to develop into huge gullies and 
death-traps before we try to fix them, 
if at all. That should be a critical les-
son of this insurgency.

So let us take immediate steps to 
put our people to work. Let’s fix our 
roads, bridges and schools and other 
infrastructure. Let us expand school-
ing in this zone and other parts of 
the country. Let’s expand enrolment, 
and hire and train highly qualified 
and motivated teachers who are paid 
well. Let’s resolve to strictly enforce 
the law that makes primary and 
secondary education free and com-
pulsory in this country so that every 
child stays in school until at least the 
age of 18.  Let us expand vocational 
training in addition to improving our 
universities and polytechnics. Let us 
expose our youth to entrepreneurship 
as part of their education, to help us 
to really create employment and grow 
the economy and incomes in a sus-
tainable way. Germany seems to offer 
a great example on vocation training 
and apprenticeship. We may want to 
carefully study its system to see how 
we can adopt elements of it for our 
country, our people and our economy.

When we take these measures 
that expand educational and career 
opportunities for our young people, 
we give them hope; we give them 
positive things to aspire to. We must 
demonstrate to our youth that liv-
ing is far better than dying. When 
we provide them these opportuni-
ties we are likely to see more of 
them receive the kinds of awards 
and honours that were bestowed on 
these outstanding people that were 
so honoured here today.

But we should not stop there. 
Citizens are not just about jobs and 

incomes. We have to take measures 
to facilitate citizen engagement, 
especially the youth. Our young 
people have to take greater interest 
in public affairs. And I am not just 
talking about voting in elections. 
They should be organised and par-
ticipate in debates on public policy 
and community service. And as a 
country, we have to find ways to 
lift up those who need help, to give 
voice to the voiceless, to listen to 
the voices of those who feel mar-
ginalized and left behind, and find 
ways to address their concerns. The 
recent Brexit referendum in the UK 
and the November 8 Presidential 
election in the US hold important 
lessons for us. Being established 
and stable democracies they had 
peaceful outcomes.  We may not be 
that lucky because of the fragility 
of our democratic and other public 
institutions.

To our students I say your hand-
work and sacrifices are worth it. 
You are among the privileged. So 
take full advantage of the oppor-
tunities you have. Education is an 
opportunity and remains the key 
that  unlo cks  opp ortunit ies  and 
op ens new horizons. And in the 
contemporary world, those without 
education and requisite skills will 
have a harder time attaining social 
mobility. This is the world of big 
data, of coding, of genetic engineer-
ing, of 3D printing, of renewable 
energy, of artificial intelligence, of 
self-driving automobiles, of space 
tourism, of inter-connected devices 
(the internet of things), and of social 
diversity and inclusion. You have 
the opp ortunity to prepare and 
equip yourselves for that world so 
that you, your families and your 
country are not left behind.

Being text of remarks by Atiku Abubakar, a former vice president of Nigeria, and founder, 
American University of Nigeria (AUN), Yola, at the 11th Founder’s Day Ceremony of AUN, 
at the Lamido Aliyu Musdafa Commencement Hall, AUN, Yola, recently.

L-R: Akin Kekere-Ekun, chairman, Board of Trustees of the American University of Nigeria; Atiku and Margee Ensign, president of the 
AUN, at the event, recently
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A
f t e r  s e v e n  m o n t h s  o f 
p l ay i n g  h i d e  a n d  s e e k 
with the nations’ econ-
o m y,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 

t e r m s  o f  j o l t i n g  t h e  r e c e s s e d 
e c o n o m y  b a c k  t o  l i f e ,  G o d w i n 
Emefiele’s Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), through its Monetary Poli-
cy Committee (MPC), last Tuesday 
admitted it has run out of options 
and that the only s olution now 
is for the Federal Government to 
effe ctively implement its  f is cal 
policies. 

A s  E m e f i e l e  l ab o u re d  t o  a n -
n o u n c e  t h e  b a d  n e w s ,  d e p r e s -
s i o n  w a s  s t a l k i n g  t h e  n at i o n’ s 
economy. 

He had insiste d that the Mu-
hammadu Buhari-led government 
at the centre must as a matter of 
urgency adjusts its spending lev-
els and tax rates to monitor and 
influence the economy. 

He particularly urged govern-
ment to begin to pay huge debts 
o w e d  c o n t r a c t o r s  a s  a  w a y  o f 

…As Emefiele tosses the ball back to FG

Rivers of endless trouble

A few days ago, crisis of a monu-
mental proportion was averted 
by the police in Rivers State 

following the decision of the two 
prominent parties in the state –PDP 
and APC- to stage a ‘peaceful rally’ in 
Port Harcourt at the same time and 
same location. Rivers in the last few 
years has known blood and tears, oc-

Oshio Baba: An activist indeed!

It appears Satan himself has taken pos-
session of many Nigerians. They do 
many unimaginable things. A young 

man was burnt to death a few days ago in 
Alafia, Orile area of Lagos State by a mob. 
He was killed for allegedly snatching a 
wallet and mobile phone from someone. 
While his other two accomplices were 
said to have escaped, he was not so lucky. 

But the idea of setting a living soul 
on fire and watching him burn to death- 
writhing in pain, shouting and gnashing 
his teeth- is a clear evidence that many 
Nigerians have become beasts. They have 
given their God-given nature to that of Sa-
tan; otherwise it is just unimaginable that 

Bestial!

South West & APC marriage
Close watchers of the marriage cer-

emony between the South West 
geo-political zone and the All Progres-

sives Congress (APC) speak in tandem that 
divorce is imminent. When the party was 
formed in 2014 by sheer doggedness of Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu and other like minds, many 
people from the South West gave their sup-
port. Before the Presidential election last 
year, APC was like a religion and the name 
of Muhammadu Buhari was on the lips of 
many as the only one that had the magic 
wand, as it were, to positively turn things 
around in the country. Today, the euphoria 
has disappeared. 

It is no longer fashionable to wave the 
broom, the symbol of the acclaimed pro-
gressives, or to shout “Sai Baba.” People of 
the South West appear to be losing interest 
in the party as the days go by. Apart from 
the seemingly friction between Tinubu and 
the presidency and the apparent disdain 
with which the former is being treated, the 
lacklustre performance of the APC govern-
ment may have taken the shine off the 
party so soon. It’s against this background 
that speculations are now rife that Buhari 
could become an ‘orphan’ (deserted) in 2019. 

Although the presidency has dismissed 
this with a wave of the hand, the signs are 
all over the place that APC is on its way to 
extinction, unless drastic steps are taken to 
halt the drift. 

What is possible is that as 2019 approach-
es, certain elements who are now aggrieved 
at the way things are going on in the party, 

I
t has emerged that many of those 
who claimed they were fighting for 
the masses were not sincere. Many of 
those who were members of NADECO, 

fighting against the military regimes 
were not as patriotic as they made people 
to believe. A good number of those who 
fought the men in khaki are today multi-
millionaires using the platform of their ac-
tivism. Adams Oshiomhole, the immediate 
past governor of Edo State, was a former 
national president of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), a platform, on the crest 
of which he rode to become financially 
formidable. He won gubernatorial elec-
tions twice and governed for unbroken 
eight years. While on this beat, he multi-
plied his wealth, eventhough many civil 

servants in the state languished in abject 
poverty with unpaid monthly salaries. 
After eight years of consistent rape on 
Edo, Oshiomhole and his deputy were 
given parting gifts that have become a 
subject of protests and condemnation 
by right-thinking members of society. 
The State House of Assembly, populated 
by Oshiomhole’s cronies had approved 
parting gifts of N200 million house for 
the former governor and N100 million 
for Pius Odubu, his deputy, in any part 
of the country. They were also entitled 
to personal aides and various categories 
of automobiles that are changeable after 
two years. The moral questions to ask are: 
Is Oshiomhole in need of a house? With 
the money he had accumulated while in 
government, can he not build himself a 
choice house without being a liability on 
the state? If a former governor could cost 
the state so much, why shouldn’t the Edo 
people forget fresh elections and let him 
continue in office? Meanwhile, he left a 
huge number of workers heart-broken 
with unpaid salaries. Oshiomhole would 
etch his name in gold if he can humbly 
come out and reject the bogus gifts and 
say he is doing it in the interest of the 
long-suffering masses of the state that 
have nowhere to lay their heads.

whose interest appears threatened in the 
Buhari-led APC, may begin to form some 
other alliances. Already, there are moves 
in that direction. So, it is not just enough for 
the presidency to claim there are still long 
queue of supporters behind the President, 
it may be surprised to discover that in the 
long run (at the fullness of time) he may 
look back to discover that the supports are 
all gone for good.

 

reflating the economy. By this ac-
tion, the Edo State-born Emefiele 
may have tossed the ball back to 
the Federal Government, having 
e x h a u s t e d  a l l  h i s  s t rat e g i e s  t o 
tame the dragon.

people would gather to take a life they 
never created in such a horrified man-
ner. Why do we condemn Boko Haram 
insurgents? Why do we scream against 
the activities of the Fulani herdsmen? We 
have lost it as a people. 

To even think of it, after watching the 
young man die, the mob walked away, 
each person to his home, happily. And 
why do we think nemesis will not catch 
up with perpetrators of such dastardly 
acts? By the way, where were the police? 
It is hard to believe that there was no po-
liceman in sight while the jungle justice 
lasted. According to reports, “The police 

found his decomposing body in a canal 
somewhere in the Orile area.” 

It appears that the police were not 
aware of this until maybe the next day 
when the area had been deserted. Se-
curity indeed! Those who meted out the 
bestial punishment on the hapless young 
man for stealing to arrest his hunger close 
their eyes to the humongous thievery 
going on in society. They killed a boy for 
stealing a wallet when those they elected 
into office to represent them at various 
levels have not only stolen everything, 
they have also mortgaged the lives of the 
generation yet unborn.

casioned by the activities of politicians 
and their supporters. Every election in 
the state claims lives. Despite the orgy 
of violence and loss of lives, politicians 
who stoke the troubles never learnt 
any lessons. For several months now, 
National Assembly elections in the state 
have been on hold and the parties have 
continued to trade blames. Although 
the date for the re-run has been fixed, 
PDP and APC still do not believe there’s 
a need to sheathe their swords. Few 
days to the election, they have returned 
to the trenches, throwing verbal punch-
es. The altercations will produce one 
thing- more deaths in Rivers State. Bad 
blood will run deeper, innocent souls 
will be sacrificed on the altar of politi-
cians’ crude ambition. But why would 
they not learn any lesson? Why would 
they not give peace a chance? The god 
of inordinate ambition must have shut 
their ears and they have become like 
the dog which the gods want to destroy 
and as a result no longer hear the voice 
of the hunter. One day monkey will go 
to the market and will never return.
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I consider it very necessary to 
open up this piece with the last 
‘shot’ of the House of Repre-

sentatives targeted at the former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo over 
the statement credited to him at a 
public lecture where he alluded to 
the corruption allegations leveled 
against members of the National 
Assembly. Without mincing word, 
the House routed for the ‘offensive 
path’ to exonerate itself from the 
scandal. Howbeit, never shy away 
from letting the public know the 
genesis of it all. The statement in it-
self should serve as a working tool 
for the anti-graft agencies. How-
ever, I agree with the submission of 
the House spokesman, Abdulrazak 
Namdas, that the budgets of many 
agencies of the Executive arm are 
indeed higher than the current 
budget of the National Assembly 
that is an arm of government. At 
least, one of the agencies generated 
about a trillion naira last year, only 
remitted over a billion naira to the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund ac-
count. But the questions are: What 
incapacitated the National Assem-
bly from carrying out its statutory 
responsibility of ‘oversight’ on all 
these agencies? Why is it difficult 
for the Legislature and Judiciary to 
make public their audited accounts 
and scared of being accountable 
and transparent for the tax payers 
to assess them vis-a-vis service 
delivery?

That leads me to the ongoing 
investigative public hearing on the 
recent arrest of some Judges by 
the operatives of the Department 

of State Security (DSS), as initiated 
by the House. While giving insight 
into the allegation leveled against 
him, Justice Abdullahi Liman of 
Federal High Court, River who 
testified before the committee 
state on Wednesday, denied report 
on the $2 million allegedly taken 
away from his residence adding 
that at no point was his residence 
on No. 33 invaded by the DSS 
operatives.

From all top management team 
of various security agencies that 
testified before the Garba Datti-
led Ad-hoc Committee, all the 
security agencies at one time or 
the other are inclined to carry out 
‘sting operations’, to achieve a set 
objective. These were the words of 
Jonson Ojogbane, prosecutor and 
assistant director in the Economic 
and Financial, Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) who represented the chair-
man of Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), Ibra-
him Magu.

While responding to other 
questions on the efforts carried out 
so far by the Commission which 
was saddled with the responsi-
bility of economic and financial 
crimes, the EFCC chairman, af-
firmed that some of the judges 
who were recently arrested and 
detained by DSS. But he did not 
mention those being investigated. 
He also confirmed that the Com-
mission has statutory powers 
to investigate and prosecute all 
financial and economic crimes and 
any form of fraud, narcotic drug 
and trafficking, money laundering, 

embezzlement, bribery, looting 
and any form of corrupt malprac-
tices, illegal arms deal, smuggling, 
human trafficking, child labour, 
illegal oil bunkering and illegal 
mining, tax evasion, foreign ex-
change malpractices, including 
counterfeiting of currency, theft of 
intellectual properties and piracy, 
open market abuse, dumping of 
toxic waste and prohibited goods. 
On his part, Sam Saba, Chairman 
of Code of Conduct Bureau (CCB), 
disclosed that the

Attorney General of the Fed-
eration and Minister of Justice 
had earlier in the year demanded 
for the Asset Declaration Forms 
of all the Judges prior to the al-
leged invasion of the residences 
of some judges. He added that 
the exercise was a continuous 
one as similar request was made 
a fortnight ago. Saba maintained 
that the Bureau is not obligation 
to inform any judicial officer of 
arrest and prosecution of Judges 
under investigation. Saba who 
noted that the Bureau has power 
over criminal offence committed 
by Judicial personnel, observed 
that the CCB Act and paragraph 5 
of the Fifth Schedule of the 1999 
Constitution, provides that Chief 
Justice of Nigeria, Justices of the 
Supreme Court, President and 
Justices of the Court of Appeal, all 
other Judicial officers and all staff 
of Court of law, as persons who are 
subjects to the code of conduct.”

According to him, seventh 
schedule to the 1999 Constitu-
tion also shows that judicial oath 

where judicial officers amongst 
other things, swear to abide by 
the code of conduct contained in 
the Fifth Schedule to the Consti-
tution. “In response to whether 
the Bureau has jurisdiction over 
criminal offences committed by 
Judicial personnel, the answer 
must be in affirmative as the Court 
of Appeal has held in trust case of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria vs 
Atiku Abubakar that proceedings 
before the Code of Conduct Tribu-
nal are criminal in nature. “After 
a careful perusal of the powers of 
the National Judicial Council as 
provided for in paragraph 21 of 
the Third Schedule, it us observed 
that there is no provision that 
requires the Bureau to first of all 
refer matters of breaches of the 
code of conduct for public officers 
by Judicial officers first as a pre-
condition before investigation and 
or prosecution,” the CCB chairman 
told the committee.

But in his submission, Governor 
Nyesson Wike of River State who 
was represented by the Attorney 
General of the State and Com-
missioner for Justice who earlier 
claimed not to be “in a position to 
state the circumstances surround-
ing the attempt by the SSS to arrest 
Judges of the Federal High Court 
in Port Harcourt as his Excellency 
is not seized of the facts. His Excel-
lency cannot also state whether it 
is one judge or two or more judges 
that the SSS sought to arrest. The 
Governor was only informed, as 
the Chief security officer of the 
State, that the residence of the Fed-

eral High Court Judges who reside 
along Forces Avenue Old GRA Port 
Harcourt were being besieged by 
unknown armed men very late in 
the night on October 7, 2016. The 
siege eventually lasted until early 
hours of October 8, 2016.”

He however, noted that the 
Governor who was taken aback by 
the presence of so many SSS opera-
tives and queried the propriety of 
invading the Judges’ residences at 
such an unholy hour. His submis-
sion was contained in the 11 page 
presentation, where he argued that 
the exercise carried out by the DSS 
was “outside the duties of the SSS to 
dabble into the traditional roles of 
the Police Force in the prevention, 
investigation and prosecution of 
crime, and the maintenance of 
law and order, where such crime 
or acts do not threaten the internal 
security of the nation.” For me, we 
should look at the issues of national 
interest rather than individuals 
concerned.

House to OBJ: ‘No Sir, we’re not corrupt’

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

I 
carried out a research 
on the different types 
o f  l i e s  a n d  c a m e  u p 
with astonishing find-
ings. There are over 30 

types of lies ranging from 
white lie,  l ie-to-children, 
p erjury,  pathological  l ie , 
noble  l ie ,  lying in  trade, 
fabrication etc. 

Many countries have en-
acted consumer protection 
laws intende d to c ombat 
lying in trade; where the 
seller of a product or ser-
vice advertises lies about 
their product or service in 
order to gain competitive 
advantage. This informed 
the establishment of  the 
Consumer Protection Coun-
c i l  -  t h e  a p e x  c o n s u m e r 
prote ction agency of  the 
Federal Government of Ni-
geria - that holds a seller 
liable for omission of any 
material fact that the buyer 
relies upon.

At Senate plenary last 
week, a blatant lie by a dis-
tinguished senator of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 
sent lawmakers reeling with 
uncontrollable laughter.

It happened during the 
presentation of reports on 
the 2016 budgets of the vari-
ous federal agencies by the 
relevant committees. The 
report of the Committee on 
Privatisation on the 2016 
b u d g e t  o f  t h e  B u re a u  o f 
Public Enterprises (BPE) was 
stepped down due to the ab-
sence of the chairman, Ben 
Murray Bruce.

However,  midway into 
the presentation of reports 
by other committees, a mild 
d ra m a  e n s u e d  w h e n  t h e 
Chairman Senate Commit-
tee on Banking, Insurance 
and other Financial Institu-
tions, Rafiu Ibrahim moved 
the motion that the Senate 
re c eive the rep ort  of  his 
committee on the 2016 bud-
gets of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN), Nigerian De-
posit Insurance Corporation 
(NDIC) and National Insur-
ance Commission (NIC).

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  B r u c e , 
popularly called Mr. Com-
monsense, walked into the 
chamber to take his seat.

A n d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  S e n-
ate Standing Order, Senate 

P re s i d e n t  B u ko l a  S a ra k i 
who presided over the ses-
sion, called on the Bayelsa-
born senator to second the 
motion.

U n k n o w n  t o  h i m ,  h e 
thought the Senate Presi-
d e n t  w a s  a s k i n g  h i m  t o 
move the motion for  the 
pres entation of  his  c om-
mittee’s report, to which he 
stood up and answered, “Mr 
President ,  unfortunately 
the report is not ready”. He 
was, however, unlucky as 
his vice, Abdullahi Yahaya, 
gave the report to him.

The development herald-
ed laughter from legislators 
because the Commonsense 
senator not only lied about 
the committee’s report but 
also failed to realised that 
he was called upon to sec-
ond a motion.

Talking ab out  l ies ,  the 
debate on the 2017 to 2019 
Medium Term Expenditure 
Fr a m e w o r k  ( M T E F )  a n d 
Fiscal Strategy Paper (FSP), 
s t i r re d  u p  a n g e r  a m o n g 
s e n at o r s  w h o  d e s c r i b e d 
the budget framework as 
‘empty’ and lacking in cred-
ibility.

Although the Red Cham-
ber had earlier returned the 
document to the President 
for lack of details, the leg-
islative body debated the 

proposal following the fail-
ure of the Executive to send 
the necessary documents.

The president’s proposal 
is based on the assumptions 
of average oil production of 
2.2mbpd, average oil price 
of USD 42.5 per barrel and 
exchange rate of N290 per 
dollar for 2017.

It also indicated that the 
government is projecting a 
3.02 p erc ent GDP growth 
in 2017, while inflation is 
projected at 12.92 percent 
for next year.

Irke d by the failure of 
t h e  P re s i d e n t  t o  s ub m i t 
fresh documents, senators 
wondered how the Buhari 
administration would turn 
around the economy in 12 
calendar months without 
economic blueprint.

Senators were als o an-
gere d by revelations that 
the 2017 budget had been 
prepared, for onward pre-
sentation on December 1, 
with the same faulty pro-
posals.

Fro m  B i o d u n  O l uj i m i , 
Ade ola Olamilekan, Dino 
Melaye, Samuel Anyanwu, 
J o s h u a  L i d a n i ,  S u l e i m a n 
Adokwe, Bayero Nafada to 
Emmanuel  Paulker,  they 
averred that the proposal 
s h o u l d  b e  i g n o re d  u n t i l 

the President submit the 
relevant document, which 
would enable senators take 
informe d p osition on the 
matter.

M e l aye  h a r p e d  o n  t h e 
need for honesty at all times 
when he said: “If I tell the 
truth, I will die; if I lie, I will 
also die. I have decided to 
tell the truth because I will 
also die”.

T h e  d e ve l o p m e n t  a l s o 
forced the upper chamber 
to step down the report of 
the Committee on Appro-
priations on the virement 
N180billion from the Special 
Intervention programme to 
fund critical projects in this 
year’s budget. 

Nine bi l ls  pass e d f irst 
reading last week. They in-
clude: Open Distance Learn-
ing Bill, Corporate Affairs 
Commission Act (Amend-
ment) Bill, Real Estate (Regu-
lation and D evelopment) 
Bill, Special Funds Account 
Management Bill, National 
Fertilizer (Quality Control) 
B ill ,  Anti-Corruption and 
Financial Crimes Court Bill, 
Presidential Inauguration 
Bill, National Institute for 
Hospitality and Tourism Bill 
and National Commission 
fo r  I n t e r n a l l y  D i s p l a c e d 
Persons, Refugees and Mi-
grant Bill.

Lies in the Red Chamber



I
n the past week I spent 
a number of days in 
Owerri, capital of Imo 
State, the so-called 
Eastern Heartland. 

Within those few days I 
had a fresh understanding 
of what Rochas Okorocha, 
the state governor, meant 
when he said in an in-
terview with a national 
newsmagazine in the early 
days of his administration 
that his ideas make him 
mad. I saw real madness in 
every part of Owerri.

The first thing I noticed 
as I entered Owerri was 
the cacophony that the 
entire city has become. 
The first impression you 
get is, ‘Wow! the city is 
one huge construction 
site’. But when you are told 
how long these projects 
have been going on, you 
shudder. It is then you 
take a closer look and see 
a maze of white elephant 
projects, mostly meant to 
deceive the gullible, that 
may never be completed 

Imo is truly unfortunate
under this administration 
– or ever.

Today, there is hard-
ly any stretch of road in 
Owerri municipal that is 
not under one kind of re-
construction or the other, 
throwing the entire city 
into confusion, rendering 
the roads impassable. And 
all of this in the fully-built 
part of Owerri, when the 
emerging New Owerri is 
crying for development. I 
was even told that I was 
lucky I came when the 
rains had gone; that it was 
crazier during the rainy 
season.

As I moved around, all 
I saw was a confused gov-
ernment working with 
neither a blueprint nor 
a master-plan; a govern-
ment that embarks on 
projects on the spur of 
the moment, as the spirit 
directs. Which was why 
the Okorocha government 
would construct a pedes-
trian bridge at the Imo 
State University (IMSU) 
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Junction, a crossroads no-
torious for terribly fatal 
accidents over the years, 
only to turn around and 
demolish the same bridge, 
a project it must have ex-
pended millions of taxpay-
ers’ naira to construct, and 
begin an expansion of the 
entire stretch of Okigwe 
Road. This is despite that 
for anyone sincere about 
development, about solv-
ing the problem of IMSU 
Junction, expansion of 
Okigwe Road was far from 
the solution. A simple fly-
over bridge across the 
junction would have done 
the magic.

Same c onfusion is 
ongoing on Orlu Road, 
previously a single lane 
that was expanded and 
dualised by the Ohakim 
administration. When 
Okorocha came to pow-
er in May 2011, the first 
thing he did on Orlu was 
to destroy the road de-
marcation put up by his 
predecessor and construct 

a new one in its place; he 
then went on to cover the 
gutters on the two sides of 
the road and convert them 
into walkways. Today he’s 
back on that road. Fences 
have been pulled down, 
buildings broken into two. 
Reason: the governor is 
further expanding an al-
ready expanded road. As I 
write this, the roundabout 
at Akwakuma Junction is 
crumbling to the pull-and-
push of bulldozers. Only 
God knows what is going 
to replace the roundabout.

At the Orlu Road/Eg-
beada New Road intersec-
tion, where the Ohakim 
administration had begun 
a flyover bridge to de-
congest traffic, Okorocha 
first abandoned the proj-
ect and built a massive 
roundabout there. Now 
he has again demolished 
the roundabout and re-
started work on the fly-
over bridge.

One other thing I no-
ticed was that no one 
seems to know the con-
tractors handling these 
road projects. Where 
construction companies 
would boldly display their 
logo to showcase their 
handiwork, the contrac-
tors in the Imo case are 
all anonymous. The other 
thing is that no one is talk-
ing about these things. The 
people seem to be tired of 
talking; they’re waiting 
for 2019. The State House 
of Assembly, I’m told, is 
securely in the governor’s 

pocket.
My problem really 

is that no single project 
started by the Okorocha 
administration in the last 
nearly six years has been 
completed or commis-
sioned. The 27 general 
hospitals – one in each of 
the 27 local government 
areas of the state – are 
mere husks at the mo-
ment. The hotels the gov-
ernment began in each of 
the three senatorial zones 
of the state have disap-
peared from the news 
radar. Yet the governor 
was in Kano recently 
to commissioner a road 
completed by the Kano 
State governor and named 
Rochas Okorocha Road. 
Chiemeka Akwarandu, 
a concerned Imo citizen, 
wrote on his Facebook 
wall: “Shamelessness is 
when you’re a governor 
for 6 years and you have 
no 2 kilometre completed 
road with streetlight to 
your credit but you flew 
to Kano to commission a 
standard road built by a 
governor barely a year 
and six months old in of-
fice named after you.”

But more devastating 
for me is the calamity that 
has befallen Mbari Cul-
tural Centre and the FSP 
Park. A very top staff of 
Imo State Council for Arts 
and Culture (ISCAC), the 
parastatal whose premises 
housed the Mbari cultural 
artefacts, narrated to me 
the relentless efforts he 

I
n advanced econo-
mies, the mort-
gage industry 
makes significant 

contribution to eco-
nomic development. In 
Nigeria, this is not the 
case because mortgage 
finance as a percent-
age of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) till date 
is as low as 0.5 percent 
which is several steps 
behind other emerg-
ing markets including 
Mexico, Malaysia and 
South Africa where 
mortgage contributions 
to GDP are as high as 
10 percent, 25 percent 
and 29 percent, respec-
tively.

Industry operators 
insist that mortgage 
has all the potential to 
stimulate the economy, 
pointing out however, 
that obstacles to the 
growth of the industry 
have to be tackled.

According to them, 
the relative ‘newness’ 
of the sector; lack of 
understanding of the 
dynamics and op-
erational models of the 
sector by many Nige-
rians, and poor appre-
ciation of the need and 
the ultimate benefit 

Innocent Okoro, an es-
tate manager, explains 
this is to discourage the 
concentration of these 
institutions only in 
urban centres. “When 
this is done, access to 
housing finance will 
be increased; the PMBs 
must be positioned to 
champion the whole 
issue of affordable or 
social housing for the 
low income earners in 
the country. Anything 
the country wants to 
do without a functional 
mortgage system that 
can guarantee home-
ownership for a good 
number of people will 
not succeed”, he pos-
ited.

Continuing, he says, 
“we are talking about 
housing which is capital 
intensive and so must 
have capable institu-
tions to finance it”.

of keeping money in 
a mortgage bank are 
some of the militating 
factors.

Government, they 
say, can benefit a 
lot from a flourish-
ing mortgage bank-
ing sector as it will 
help in regulating the 
economy in the desired 
direction.

Presently, the Fed-
eral Government is 
talking about diversifi-
cation of the economy 
to steer it away from 
the current challenges, 
but attention doesn’t 
seem to be paid in the 
direction of the mort-
gage sector. If govern-
ment really wants to 
stimulate the economy, 
it can reduce the inter-
est rate and, all things 
being equal, more 
people will embrace 
loan for mortgage to 
buy houses, leading to 
increased activities in 
the construction sector.

Because of the iden-
tified obstacles, many 
primary mortgage 
banks (PMBs) are going 
through very difficult 
times, such that some 
are still unable to meet 
up with the kind of 

capital requirements in 
this sector.

“If government pays 
a closer attention to 
the PMBs by removing 
some of the obstacles 
that they have such as 
the drawbacks of the 
Land Use Act of 1978 
which essentially vests 
land ownership in 
the hands of the state 
governors; the right 
to easily foreclose on 
delinquent borrowers, 
ease of creating a legal 
mortgage and perfect-
ing titles and the ease 
of falling back on their 
collateral to recover 
bad loan etc, this sector 
will surely improve 
tremendously”, a 
mortgage operator told 
BDSUNDAY recently.

The operator who 
did not want to be 
named, insisted that 
until all these issues 
are resolved in a way 
that encourages the 
provider of capital, in 
this case the mortgage 
bank, the sector will 
not grow as desired and 
he hopes that when 
these obstacles are re-
moved, the supplier of 
mortgage will allocate 
more funds towards 

the provision of home 
loans while home buy-
ers will better appreci-
ate the implication of 
prompt interest and 
capital repayments as 
well as ensure disci-
pline on the part of the 
people.

Okika Ekwem, a US-
based realtor, affirms 
that the poor capital 
base of the PMBs is in-
adequate. He however, 
dismissed the idea of 
a fixed capital base for 
mortgage institutions.

“Saying that a 
mortgage institution 
should have a fixed 
base of, say N10 billion, 
is wrong because that 
amount is too meager; 
even N100 billion is 
also meager given the 
kind of projects they 
are to finance. The 
federal government 
needs to come in, look 
at what is happening 
in other civilized world 
and copy. These days, 
copying is no longer 
an act of deception but 
actually something 
that is done even in 
the civilised world”, he 
said.

 In the civilised 
world, according to 

him, there is second-
ary market for real 
estate financing where 
commercial banks or 
individual brokerage 
banks lend money to 
people and thereafter 
sell the securitised cer-
tificate to the second-
ary market and come 
back again to lend to 
individuals.

Experts say that 
mortgage sector 
growth is possible 
if the Federal Mort-
gage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN) plays the role 
of a regulator while the 
federal government, 
through the CBN, 
should empower the 
PMBs more.

Some argue that the 
country needs more 
PMBs established and 
are proposing about 
40 in each state of the 
federation. Meckson 

and his colleagues in the 
management made to pre-
vent the governor from 
demolishing the artefacts 
by galvanising Owerri 
youths to stand against 
it. In the end, Okorocha’s 
will prevailed. While the 
people napped, he sent 
bulldozers to pull down 
the entire Mbari centre. 
Mbari Kitchen is still 
standing, though. Tem-
porarily, I’m told, only be-
cause the kitchen is man-
aged by Okorocha’s in-law 
who has been given some 
time to relocate. Staff of 
ISCAC have been given a 
floor in one of the three 
new buildings within the 
premises to use as offices, 
a building they share with 
Imo traditional rulers, so-
called custodians of cul-
ture and tradition.

But why were Mbari 
and FSP Park demolished? 
I’m still digging, but I hear 
that it was in partial fulfil-
ment of a promise Okoro-
cha, like King Herod be-
fore him, made during an 
assessment of his com-
missioners, that whoever 
emerged the best com-
missioner would get N10 
million cash and plots of 
land in choice location in 
Owerri. So, it is for that 
lucky commissioner that 
FSP Park and Mbari have 
been demolished. And 
who is the lucky commis-
sioner? I will tell you when 
I find out, but I hear he’s 
Okorocha’s son-in-law.

Stimulating economy through functional mortgage system Talking Mortgage
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How happy is Emefiele, the CBN governor?

Emefiele
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A
t the Annual Bankers’ Din-
ner in Lagos last Friday, Ni-
geria’s Central Bank (CBN) 
governor, Godwin Emefiele 
took off his 40-page highly 

worded presentation with a joke.
He was speaking to a gathering 

of what is undoubtedly the best and 
brightest people in Nigeria’s financial 
sector on the theme, ‘Policy Options 
for Reversing Nigeria’s Economic 
Downturn.’

“Good evening ladies and gentle-
men,” Emefiele started, “a story was 
once told of a man who has been mar-
ried to his wife for over 20 years and 
was very proud of how delicious his 
wife’s food always tastes. Wherever he 
went and whenever he could, this man 
would not miss an opportunity to boast 
about the cooking skills of his wife. One 
day, seeking to prove his many boasts, 
he invited some of his colleagues to din-
ner and asked the wife to make a meal.

“Everyone arrived as expected, 
settled into couches, and were patiently 
chatting and waiting for the food. 
When dinner was eventually ready 
and served, they were invited up to the 
dining table. This man was still boasting 
and talking about how nice the food 
would be. But to the disappointment of 
the guests and to the humiliation of the 
man, the meal was way too salty and 
the meat was not well cooked.

“While the visitors were still mak-
ing derisive and jeering comments 
at the man’s boastfulness, he angrily 
confronted his wife to explain why she 
could not make a nice meal this time 
around. Everyone held their breadth 
and waited for a logical explanation. But 
to their utter disbelief, the wife simply 
said, ‘Sorry my husband, it is because of 
the CBN policy on the exchange rate!’”

That joke aroused great laughter 
from the ‘high class’ audience but sim-
ply captures how Emefiele and the CBN 
are increasingly being blamed for the 
country’s many economic woes.

Nigeria is in a serious economic mess 
and faces a classical case of “stagflation” 
- a situation where a country’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) is falling or be-
ing stagnant, while unemployment and 
inflation are rising, all simultaneously.

Recent data from the National Bu-
reau of Statistics (NBS) indicate Nigeria’s 
Economy contracted by 0.36 percent, 2.1 
percent and 2.24 percent in the first, sec-
ond and third quarters of 2016, respec-
tively. Inflation figures for September 
and October 2016 were 17.9 percent and 
18.3 percent, respectively, while official 
statistics also indicate that the country’s 
unemployment rate increased to 12.1 
percent and 13.3 percent during the first 
and second quarters of 2016.

Economists agree that stagflation is 
a difficult situation for policymakers 
- therefore, it is often difficult to have 
single macroeconomic policy address 
rising inflation and slow growth simul-
taneously. And this is because fighting 
inflation may require implementing 
policies that might be inimical to eco-
nomic growth, whereas expansionary 
policies to stimulate growth usually 
worsen inflation. So, it has been a di-
lemma for the monetary authorities.

Given the sharp drop in oil prices, 
Federation Account Allocations to 
States have dropped by an average of 
about N2 billion monthly per State, and 
partly explains their inability to meet 
some basic recurrent expenditures 
including payment of workers’ salaries.

Average inflows of foreign exchange 
into the CBN have fallen by over 
US$2.3 billion every month over the 
last twenty six months- no thanks to 
soft oil prices.

Yes, the country could have been 
better prepared to deal with this down-
turn; but is the CBN solely responsible?

As at June 2014 when Emefeile as-
sumed office, Nigeria’s FX Reserves had 
fallen from the high of US$62 billion in 
2008 to only US$25 billion. Yet, demand 
for FX has reached an all-time high of 
over US$1.2 billion per week or US$4.8 
billion per month.

Imagine that 90 percent of the things 
bought in Shoprite stores across the 
country are imported: the eggs and 
avocado peers are from South Africa, 
the meat is from Zambia, and Moet 
Champagne is from France.

This simply explains that the size of 
the nation’s FX Reserves and the value 
of the Naira critically depend on the 
lifestyles of its citizens and on the value 
and types of imports allowed into the 
country.

“Which country grows like this? 
Show me one economically advanced 
nation that attained that exalted posi-
tion importing everything, and I will 
build you a bridge to the Queen’s Pal-
ace,” Emefiele had told his audience.

No sensible central bank governor 
can be excited about this sort of situ-
ation, especially implementing mon-
etary policies in a country that relies so 
much on other countries for her basic 

how much cosmetic smile he wears - 
and no serious central bank governor 
in his shoes, should be.

He cannot be happy when he has 
had to run a whole Central Bank for 
over one year now without a board 
which is supposed to be taking critical 
decisions at the bank. President Buhari 
dissolved boards of agencies since June 
last year and till today, no sense of ur-
gency to reconstitute them.

Emefiele, 55, cannot claim to be hap-
py when even the Presidency helps in 
depleting scarce foreign reserves with 
the President’s numerous seemingly 
unprofitable travels, often with large 
delegation which costs the country mil-
lions of scarce dollars  per trip.

He cannot be a happy central bank 
governor when the utterances and 
even body language of the president 
negate collective ideas and scare inves-
tors which he tries to woo.

No Central Bank governor can be 
happy working with a Commander-
in-Chief who agrees with him one mo-
ment on a policy but disowns him the 
next moment he feels the policy is not 
delivering as fast.

Emefiele cannot be happy coping 
with endless requests for unavailable 
forex from the high and mighty to allow 
them import even what the country 
can comfortably produce if it puts its 
act together. Of course he is under im-
mense pressure to review or cancel the 
41 items which the CBN denies forex 
access for their import.

Nigeria at some point was receiving 
about $36 billion FX inflows monthly 
but today struggles to make up $500mil-
lion. It is not a laughing matter. No 
Central Bank governor can be happy 
watching such situation except he 
doesn’t know or fails to accept that his 
job is on the line even when he has 
contributed nothing to it.

A central bank governor cannot be 
happy when a minister of agriculture, 
in an economy mouthing diversifica-
tion and begging for jobs for its teeming 
youths and has nearly depleted its for-
eign reserves, would have the courage 
to demand an approval from the CBN 
for a long list (over 100 actually) of FX 
requests to import mere fish (worth 
over 600,000 tons) rather than finding 
ways to encourage local production.

No central bank governor can be 
happy when he is blamed for every-
thing wrong with the economy forget-
ting that monetary and fiscal policies 
are complementary.

Emefiele cannot be happy when the 
fiscal authorities are simply snoring 
and therefore, cannot live up to comple-
mentary expectations. So, he had to 
take over the job of the Agric minister 
in finding solutions to reducing rice 
imports by encouraging local produc-
tion through the successful Anchor 
Borrowers Programme.  Yet, he is seen 
as demeaning the office of a central 
bank governor?

This is obviously not the best time 
to be a governor of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria.

So no matter the cosmetic face 
Emeiele wears, no matter how much 
he pretends that everything is okay, 
he is definitely not happy at this point 
or mildly put- not as much happy as he 
should be.

needs and signs off endless requests for 
Forex requests for such huge imports.

Emefiele seems frustrated and often 
sounds like a ‘broken record’ these days. 
And this is understandable.

Nigeria’s fragile macroeconomic 
conditions and the strong headwinds 
confronting the economy is worrisome. 
Worse still, while the monetary policy 
has reached its limits- the fiscal authori-
ties seem to be snoring away - no sense 
of urgency.

How happy can a central bank 
governor be when Nigeria’s economic 
challenges have defied every known 
monetary solution due to structural 
problems which the fiscal authorities 
seem not in a hurry to fix. That explains 
why lending rates are high - the banks 
take deposits at as cheap as 6 percent to-
day, yet can only lend at over 25 percent 
because they have to factor in the high 
cost of doing business and of course pass 
it on to the borrowers.

Last Tuesday, the CBN’s Monetary 
Policy Committee left rates unchanged, 
reiterating the limitations of monetary 
policy in reversing the current stag-
flationary condition in the economy, 
which it traced to supply and demand 
shocks.

Like several similar calls in the past, 
Emefiele urged government to roll out 
a robust and more keenly coordinated 
macroeconomic policy framework that 
would restart output growth, stimulate 
aggregate demand and rein in inflation 
expectations.

But are the fiscal authorities listen-
ing? No wonder his vigorous defense 
of the CBN’s current policies geared 
towards engendering growth and curb-
ing inflation at the CIBN dinner.

Emefiele, therefore, cannot claim to 
be happy with the scenario no matter 
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A 
2 0 1 5  W o r l d  B a n k 
statistics indicates that 
100 million Nigerians 
live in destitution while a 
recent data from the same 

body confirms Nigeria as one of the 
five poorest nations in the world. 
The nation’s high unemployment 
rate is partly responsible for this 
frightening statistics and heart 
breaking rating. That our country 
is in deep rooted unemployment 
web is further confirmed by the 
highlights of the Unemployment 
and Underemployment Watch for 
first quarter of 2015. According to 
the report, a total of 17.7 million 
people between ages 15 and 65 either 
unemployed or underemployed 
in the labour force in Q1 2015. The 
report further asserts that the number 
of unemployed people (861,110 
people) in the first quarter 2015 was 
more than the number of employed 
people within the same period 
(504,596 persons).

Similarly, official figures from 
the Bureau of  Statistics puts 
unemployment figure at about 20% 
(about 30million), but this number 
still did not include about 40million 
other Nigerian youths captured in 
World Bank statistics in 2009. By 
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implication, it means that if Nigeria’s 
population is 140 million, then 50% of 
Nigerians are unemployed, or worse 
still, at least 71% of Nigerian youths 
are unemployed. This is particularly 
disturbing and counterproductive 
because at least 70% of the population 
of this country are youths. 

Former Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) Governor and now Emir of 
Kano, Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, once 
revealed that while the Nigerian 
economy grew at the rate of seven 
percent for the past six years, 
unemployment has actually doubled 
at same period. He submitted that 
security crisis and internal uprising 
across the country were products 
of chronic poverty and mounting 
joblessness. So, unemployment has 
grown to become a monster with many 
faces. Many have become victims of 
drug addiction, rape cases, kidnapping 
and other such criminal vices, no 
thanks to unbearable unemployment 
situation.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government, is aware of the enormity 
of the unemployment challenge.  This, 
perhaps, is the reason for its much 
touted 500,000 employment initiative 
for unemployed graduates. It is a 
remunerated volunteering program of 
a 2-year period that engages graduates 
in their direct communities, where 
they will assist in improving the 
shortfalls in the education, health 
and agriculture sectors. They will 
own tablets that contain essential 
information concerning their precise 
engagements and other such crucial 

information. They are also to be 
provided teaching, instructional and 
consultative solutions in four major 
focus areas namely basic education, 
agriculture extension services, public 
health and community education 
(civic and adult education). They 
would also be trained in skills that 
could enable them exit after two years 
to reasonably feasible opportunities. 
They are to be paid a monthly stipend 
of N30, 000.

 After initial hiccups, recent 
reports have it that the first 200,000 
beneficiaries of the scheme would 
commence work by December 1, this 
year. According to a statement from 
the Office of the Vice President, where 
the project is domiciled, of the 200,000 
first set, 150,000 would be engaged in 
teaching, 30,000 would work in the 
agric sector while 20,000 would serve 
in healthcare delivery. All together, 
the scheme plans to engage and train 
500,000 young unemployed graduates.

 Though, in practical term, the 
programme is yet to take off, major 
stakeholders such as the Nigeria 
Labour Congress, Nigeria Union 
of Teachers and Students bodies 
have lauded the initiative. Organized 
Labour particularly hailed the FG’s 
efforts on the premise that any scheme 
that could offer a massive amount of 
youths employment opportunity is 
worth commending. While reacting 
to the plan, President, Nigerian Union 
of Teachers, NUT, Mr Michael Alogba-
Olukoya, extolled the project as “a right 
step in the right direction’’.

 Critics of the initiative have, 
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however, called for caution concerning 
its prospect. To them, it is rather 
laughable that the FG is exploiting 
the unemployment situation in the 
country to further enslave young 
Nigerians. They wonder why a 
scheme that pays young Nigerian a 
miserly N30, 000 per month should 
be celebrated, considering our current 
harsh economic condition in which 
those with improved pay merely 
grapple to survive.  How productive 
could a young graduate with a monthly 
pay of N30, 000 actually be in an 
inflation ridden economy?

 To critics of the project, the 
meager N30, 000 pay packages for 
beneficiaries might further compound 
the employment woes of young 
Nigerians as prospective employers 
could follow suit by offering them 
peanuts.  Besides, critics also wonder 
whether it is morally rational for the FG 
to take up 500,000 Nigerian graduates 
for a job that has little or no future 
prospect, taking into consideration its 
two year duration.  This, to detractors 
of the scheme does not really add up.

  Another grouse of critics against 
the scheme is the rationality of 
government (public sector) directly 
employing people in a country where 
the recurrent expenditure is often well 
above 70% of the budget, especially 
when considered that many states can 
presently not even pay those in their 
employ and the FG is talking about 
borrowing from foreign sources to 
fund the budget. In the 21st century, it 
is a free market module economy that 
creates jobs not governments.
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O
ver the last 15 years, 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o m m u n i t y  h a s 
made great strides 
in improving child 

health.  But,  with millions of 
children under the age of five dying 
each year from preventable and 
treatable diseases like diarrhea 
and pneumonia, the job is far from 
finished.

Most people would say that 
malaria or even HIV/AIDS are 
the leading child killers. In fact, 
diarrhea and pneumonia top the 
charts as the biggest threats to child 
survival – as they have for the more 
than 30 years that we have been 
tracking them. According to the 
recently published 2016 Pneumonia 
and Diarrhea Progress Report, the 
two diseases caused 1.4 million 
child deaths last year, and one-

Three ways to improve child health
Visionary voices
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quarter of all deaths of children 
under the age of five. They exact 
their highest toll in South Asia and 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Tackling the two biggest killers 
of children worldwide may seem 
daunting, but we have all the 
knowledge we need to mount an 
effective response. Indeed, we 
know which viruses, bacteria, and 
parasites we need to target; which 
interventions are likely to work; 
and which countries need them 
the most.

Just 15 countries account for 
72% of childhood deaths from 
pneumonia and diarrhea. These 
are the countries on which the 
Pneumonia and Diarrhea Progress 
Rep or t  fo cus es.  Its  analysis 
of national efforts shows that, 
while most countries have made 
improvements over the last year, 
improvement in some of the largest 
countries has been minimal, and a 
few countries have not made any 
progress at all. Most deaths happen 
in the first two years of a child’s life.

To change this, governments 
need to step up their efforts to 
prevent pneumonia and diarrhea, 
including by ensuring that parents 
have access to the information 
they need to protect their children. 
Here, it is critical that ordinary 
citizens stand up and hold their 

and encouraged.
The second critical intervention 

is improved water, sanitation, and 
hygiene in homes and communities. 
Globally, according to UNICEF, 
around 2.4 billion people still do not 
have access to modern sanitation, 
and 663 million do not have access 
to safe water sources. Many kids still 
lack clean drinking water, access 
to basic toilets, and good hygiene 
practices.

Poor water quality and lack 
of reliable sanitation systems to 
treat human waste play a big role 
in spreading diseases. UNICEF 
reports that something as simple 
as hand washing with soap can cut 
rates of diarrhea and respiratory 
infections by more than 40% and 
25%, respectively.

By investing not only in systems 
to provide clean drinking water and 
sanitation, but also in educational 
programs that encourage better 
hygiene practices and toilet use, 
governments can break a vicious 
cycle of diarrhea and malnutrition 
that causes irreversible physical 
and cognitive damage. The children 
they help are more likely to be able 
to attend school, and grow into 
healthy, educated adults.

The third key intervention is 
vaccination. Vaccines represent 
the most cost-effective intervention 

for preventing childhood illness, 
and they already exist for most 
common bacterial  causes of 
pneumonia (pneumococcus and 
Hib) and for the leading causes 
of diarrhea (rotavirus). Yet half of 
the world’s children live in areas 
where the pneumococcal vaccine 
is not available through a national 
immunization program, and only 
15% of the children in the world’s 
poorest countries have access to the 
rotavirus vaccine.

By making vaccines available 
through national immunization 
programs, governments can protect 
all children from the diseases that 
are most likely to harm or kill 
them. Efforts to ensure that families 
take advantage of vaccination 
services, including by educating 
parents about their value, will also 
be needed.

Pneumonia and diarrhea should 
not still be taking children’s lives. 
No single intervention will be 
enough. But the accelerated and 
coordinated implementation of 
the three interventions described 
here could go a long way toward 
p re v e n t i n g  p n e u m o n i a  a n d 
diarrhea, especially for the most 
vulnerable children, enabling them 
to lead healthy, productive lives.
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governments accountable.
The good news is that there are 

three relatively simple interventions 
that could make a big difference.

The first is breastfeeding. An 
age-old, no-cost intervention, 
breastfeeding exclusively for the 
first six months of a baby’s life is one 
of the easiest ways to prevent both 
diarrhea and pneumonia. Breast 
milk has all the nutrients babies 
need to grow, as well as antibodies 
that boost their immune systems, 
thereby protecting against illness 
and helping to accelerate recovery.

The Progress Report estimates 
that about half of all diarrhea 
episodes, and about a third of 
respiratory infections, could be 
averted by breastfeeding. Yet rates 
of exclusive breastfeeding during a 
child’s first six months remain low. 
In ten of the 15 countries evaluated 
in the Progress Report, fewer 
than half of mothers exclusively 
breastfeed their children.

To increase breastfeeding rates, 
governments need to ensure that 
mothers receive the guidance and 
help they need. That means training 
health workers ;  establishing 
community-level support networks, 
such as mother-to-mother groups; 
investing in behavioral-change 
campaigns; and creating a culture 
in which breastfeeding is welcome 

Unarguably, Nigeria is Africa’s 
most populous nation with 
more than 170 mill ion 

people out of which Lagos State 
boasts of 20 million inhabitants, thus 
making the City State the nation’s 
biggest urban ¬agglomeration. 
The rapid population growth 
in Lagos Metropolis results in 
shortage of housing and ultimately 
the evolvement of slums. Lack of 
housing finance and failure of the 
urban community as a whole to 
adapt to changing socio-economic 
conditions has continued to be 
a huge burden to succeeding 
governments in the state.

Population surge in Lagos is 
largely occasioned by the influx of 
people from different parts of the 
country and, indeed, the world in 
search of the proverbial Golden 
Fleece. Like cities such as Kaduna, 
Kano, Johannesburg, South Africa, 
Shanghai and others, Lagos has 
to contend with various socio-
economic challenges peculiar to 
cities with exponential growth and 
metropolitan composition.   

Like most cosmopolitan cities 
of the world, Lagos, no doubt, 
is confronted with diverse and 
complicated problems. One of 
these is the menace of street 
begging. Begging is an age long 
activity prominent in urban centres 

Curtailing street begging in Lagos
where it is common to see the 
physically challenged, visually 
impaired, deaf and even supposedly 
stranded visitors (famously referred 
to as corporate beggars) throng 
walkways, street corners, religious 
centres etc begging for alms. While 
some of these beggars are genuinely 
in need, others simply want to catch 
in on the legendary generosity of 
Lagosians to eke out a living.

With the current economic 
downturn in the country, the 
trend of begging in Lagos has now 
become quite worrisome with able 
bodied men actively engaged in 
begging. The increasing population 
of beggars in the Lagos metropolis 
has become an eyesore and the 
situation has become alarming 
because they now constitute 
environmental hazards as well as 
security threats. There has been 
instances when a few of these so 
called beggars were discovered to 
be agents of dare devil criminals.

No doubt, the menace of beggars 
and destitute on the streets of 
Lagos had reached an alarming 
dimension. This is in spite of 
regular rescue operations carried 
out by the rescue team of the 
state’s Rehabilitation Department. 
Beggars of different categories 
and destitute have continued to 
be common sights across the state 
with resultant negative effects on 
traffic management. As earlier 
mentioned, some of the beggars 

aim is to perpetrate evil. We are 
putting a search light on this trend 
and one way to do that is to ensure 
that we take pre-emptive measures 
to forestall this development.” To 
this end, he said efforts will be made 
to rid the state of street beggars and 
the homeless.

One of such efforts is  the 
construction of Rehabilitation 
and Training Centres across the 
state. Through the centres, about 
590 rehabilitees have been re-
united with their relations for re-
integration.  Similarly, many of the 
rehabilitees were subsequently 
placed on vocational training to 
make them contribute positively 
to the society.   Drug related 
rehabilitees, who probably had lost 
hope, were restored back to their 
functional ability while some of 
them were placed under vocational 
training at the Rehabilitation and 
Vocational Training Centres across 
the state. The Okobaba Resettlement 
Centre, with a population of 
over 2,000 beggars and destitute 
collectively occupying the place, 
is another helpful initiative of the 
state government in addressing 
the nuisance of street beggars and 
destitute in the state.

It is in view of the reality that 
current harsh economic situation 
in the country could readily turn 
people into beggars and destitute 
that the Lagos State Government 
inaugurated a N25bn Employment 

Trust  Fund,  ETF.  The major 
aim of the Fund is to address 
unemployment and promote wealth 
creation through entrepreneurial 
development. The Fund is to be 
given out as loan with moderate 
interest rate of 3% per annum (the 
lowest rate in the country presently) 
to Lagos residents with innovative 
business ideas.

When critically viewed, the State 
Government’s wealth creation 
initiative is a logical one. Since it has 
been established that many people 
resort to begging and other such 
anti-social acts on the excuse of 
poverty, it is quite wise and sensible 
that government devices creative 
measures that could boost wealth 
creation. It is in doing this that street 
begging and such other deplorable 
activities could be effectively 
discouraged and curtailed. With 
a national economy on recession 
and a frightening unemployment 
statistics, we cannot afford to take 
the issue of wealth creation lightly. 
Therefore, all hands need to be on 
deck if we are to urgently rescue 
our nation from the deadly grip of 
socio-economic destitution.  

On a final note, it is, however, 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  c o u n s e l  o u r 
compatriots that resorting into 
begging as a way out of economic 
hardship is dehumanizing and 
indecorous. It is not a path that 
anyone with a sense of honour and 
dignity should follow. It is not right!

have been found to be accomplices 
to certain crimes for which they 
sometimes hide weapons as 
robbers believe they would not 
readily be suspected. While others 
under pretext of being beggars have 
dispossessed members of the public 
of their valuables on the roads.

Despite being prohibited by 
section 166 sub-section 1(b) of the 
criminal code which prohibits street 
begging with adequate penalty for 
defaulters, many have continued 
to see in begging a veritable source 
of livelihood. According to studies, 
people opt for begging for diverse 
reasons. These include harsh 
economic condition, chronic health 
challenges, cultural or traditional 
factors, laziness, greed among 
others. In contemporary time, 
people take to begging for sundry 
reasons which include substituting 
begging for hard work, allegiance to 
tradition as in the case of parents of 
twins who still hide under the cloak 
of tradition to beg for alms.

In order to tackle the nuisance of 
street begging in the state, the Lagos 
state Government has put in place 
several strategies. Indeed, the State 
Governor, Mr. Akinwunmi Ambode 
recently revealed that it has become 
imperative to tackle the act of 
begging in the state in the interest 
of public security. He said: “We’ve 
had security reports on the activities 
of persons who pose as beggars, 
especially in traffic, but their sole 
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T
he cardinal objec-
tive of the NITAD is 
training to ensure 
the country does not 
suffer lack of human 

capacity; to what extent can 
you say the objective has been 
realised?

Thank you very much. NI-
TAD has been very impactful 
in the sense that when you 
look at training and develop-
ment, it cuts across functions; 
Human Resources (HR) which 
is recruitment and placement, 
and all the rest, but if you look 
critically at HR, no HR manag-
er would go and recruit on his 
or her own. It’s always based 
on the need of each depart-
ment. While recruitment is 
departmentally-driven, train-
ing is individually-driven. 
As promoter of training and 
development, we create that 
consciousness that ‘if you don’t 
train, you don’t blame’. Expe-
rience has shown us in this 
country that people who were 
trained were the frontline of 
those who laid the political, 
economic and industrial foun-
dation for this country. I know 
of Christopher Abembe, who 
never attended a university; 
who joined UAC as a casual 
worker and was trained to be-
come the first indigenous MD/
CEO/Chairman of UAC with-
out a university degree. Aremu 
Olusegun Osoba became gov-
ernor of Ogun State without a 
university degree because he 
was trained. In fact, when he 
wanted to go to University of 
Lagos, the boss said ‘don’t go, 
we will train you’ and he was 
trained. He went on to become 
one of the successful journal-
ists this country has ever pro-
duced. He was setting the pace 
in the media. He turned around 
all the newspapers he worked 
for. Just name them: The Tide, 
The Sketch, Herald, even the 
Daily Times that was heavily 
indebted when he came in, 
he turned them to profitable 
ventures. He never borrowed. 
These are people who were 
trained. But today we are mix-
ing up academic qualifica-
tion with training. Academic 
qualification can never equate 
training. Academic qualifica-
tion gives one insight; it does 
not professionalise you. It is 
training that builds capacity 
and professionalises you. So 
in that realm, NITAD has a big 
role to play.

But since inception, may we 
know its scorecard?

NITAD has done well in the 
sense that one: training con-
sciousness is becoming more 
and more pronounced in our 

present society; two, we are 
now in an era when some em-
ployers including government 
insist that for you to head their 
training department you must 
be a member of NITAD. Suffice 
to say an institution like ITF is 
a corporate member of NITAD. 
We have a lot of corporate and 
individual members. Even in 
Lagos State, it is becoming a 
must; for you to be human ca-
pacity builder in the state you 
must be a member of NITAD.

Lack of training has also 
been blamed for the sectorial 
decay in Nigeria, example is 
the education sector. Are there 
efforts by NITAD to influence 
the Nigerian school curricu-
lum and if there are not, what 
should NITAD be doing to help 
address these problems since it 
is now seen as the vanguard of 
training?

Yes. You have said it right. 
Our society is certificate-driv-
en and that is where we have 
real problem. If you come with 
Masters’ degree, people don’t 
judge you by your compe-
tences. They just give you 
a higher position. Whereas, 
there are some degree holders 

who have built capacity that is 
more than that of the Masters’ 
holder. But because of the at-
tention we give to certificate, 
people are shortchanged. That 
is why people are no more 
reading. Reading across board 
helps to build capacity. On our 
role in influencing school cur-
riculum, we are doing our best; 
we are running a post graduate 
programme as an institute in 
training and development. 
We also have multinational 
bodies for the academic com-
munity. Unilag, Yaba College 
of Technology are represented 
here. Now, we are working 
towards chartering. When the 
institute becomes chartered, 
it will become much easier for 
us to enforce some of these 
issues you are raising. Don’t 
forget the bottom line is that 
we are in a democratic society. 
If you are not backed by law, 
there is little you can do. But 
we are organising conferences; 
we are creating awareness to 
let people know the role of 
training and development in 
a serious society. Within my 
own branch, which is Lagos 
State, we are working towards 

creating chapters in an effort 
to bring the institute closer to 
people and to the practitioners.

Your explanation addresses 
professionals and people in 
tertiary institutions. Do you 
have a plan for secondary 
schools, even primary schools, 
since it is also ideal to catch 
them young?

Yes. We are discussing.
Let’s look at the secondary 

school curriculum for in-
stance. Until recently, the Ni-
gerian Government removed 
history as a subject from the 
curriculum. What role do you 
see NITAD playing in the near 
future concerning this?

Yes. In fact, you have asked 
a fantastic question. The issue 
of removal of history from our 
secondary school curriculum 
was a great set back. That 
was when mentoring stopped 
in this country. You chose a 
mentor not because you know 
the person; you read about 
somebody and chose him to 
be your mentor. My son never 
schooled in the US, but David 
Jossy, the founder of Apple 
is his mentor and trained to 
his pattern. As I am talking to 

you, when he was still in the 
university he can tell you what 
Apple would do in the next 
ten, twenty years because he 
has information. But here is 
a country where we stopped 
talking about our achievers 
and our leaders because we 
believe some people have more 
than the others and we shot 
ourselves. And so, our people 
never knew anybody who did 
something great in Nigeria. In 
entertainment, sports,  there 
was no history of Rangers, 
Stationery Stores, ICC, Abiola 
Babes. So, everybody moves 
towards David Beckham and 
Arsenal and all the rest. On 
NITAD side, we have deliber-
ate programme to bring in the 
younger generations and to in-
fluence people in post-primary 
schools; because some of them 
by stroke of luck or grace, 
might not go beyond that level. 
But if a child knows that he can 
build on secondary education 
to become a great person his or 
her thinking would change. He 
or she would not be thinking 
that because higher education 
is out of reach kidnapping and 
other criminal enterprise be-

‘Much emphasis on paper qualification against competence has affected Nigeria’s progress’
Benson Aruna, who was recently elected as chairperson of the Nigerian Institute of Training and Develop-
ment (NITAD), in this interview with NATHANIEL AKHIGBE spoke  on how lack of training has hampered 
Nigeria’s human capacity development, among other issues. Excerpts: 
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‘Much emphasis on paper qualification against competence has affected Nigeria’s progress’
comes alternative as we have 
seen. Once you influenced the 
mind, you have influenced the 
society. 

How big is this responsibil-
ity of human capacity building 
on the part of NITAD?

It is very big. There is what 
we call ‘community of human 
capacity builders’; where you 
have the HRs; the consultants. 
The clearing house for capac-
ity building is NITAD itself. So, 
we know the responsibility on 
us. Because of the role it plays, 
NITAD does not stop with HR 
practitioners alone. A lawyer 
is a trainer for instance. When 
somebody graduates from 
the law school he is put on at-
tachment in a law firm. What 
it means is that the principal 
must have a training back-
ground. He must know how to 
develop programmes, assess, 
analyse and then, appraise. 
Otherwise, he would not pro-
duce successful lawyers; and 
so it is with every profession.

Sir, what does NITAD make 
of the dichotomy between 
BSc and HND in the Nigerian 
academic system unlike in the 
West where there are no such 
things?

We can only be a kind of 
advocacy on this issue. It’s just 
a pity that people are creating 
crisis where there are none. 
When I joined the service 
my highest qualification was 
Advance Certificate but when 
my boss saw my output, I was 
the chairman of the college 
disciplinary committee; I was 
the chairman of the college 
exam board. There were sev-
eral degree and masters’ hold-
ers. Those were the people 
who could assess individual 
and give them responsibility 
based on their capacity. But 
somehow, we have created 
problem for ourselves with 
BSc/HND dichotomy. Every so-
ciety has sectorial areas where 
people play roles based on 
their educational background 
and if they are good, they are 
not limited by certificate. In 
civilised society it is more of 
‘what can you do’ than pre-
senting just a degree. Simple 
logic: someone gets admission 
into university; he runs a four-
year degree programme in 
mechanical engineering. Out 
of the four years, the longest 
time he would spend on attach-
ment would be three months. 
The other did OND, during his 
OND, he did his three months 
attachment in an industry; 
he is mandated to do a com-
pulsory one year attachment 
before coming for HND. He 
goes for that and comes for his 
HND; during the period, he 
goes for another three months 
industrial attachment. Cu-
mulatively, he has eighteen 
months industrial attachment 
and spent five years to have 
HND. Let’s be objective. Can 

the man who is coming with 
a BSc beat him in practical? It 
can’t work, even in processes. I 
have been in the system. I have 
been in the civil service. I have 
been in the industry. You can’t 
take practical away.

How has this set us back 
in our infrastructural devel-
opment, since this is like not 
putting a round peg in a round 
hole?

What has happened is this: 
even our engineers are sup-
posed to be creative people, 
dealing with designs; the tech-
nology which the HND holders 
interpret is practicalised by 
the craftsmen (artisans). For 
emphasis sake, in organised 
society like Germany, a fore-
man can earn more than the 
director in terms of salary 
because he knows it. When he 
holds his compass, he wants to 
take measurement. If he tells 
you ‘this thing can’t work’ 
you either listen to him or you 
pay the price. What has set us 
back is that because I have MSc 
Engineering, an HND Engineer 
who has been working for ten-
twenty years, I am coming to 
be his boss. You pay me more 
than you are paying him; by 
doing that you have set confu-

sion in motion. There would be 
issues. That is what is killing 
our banking system. Most of 
the books we buy from abroad 
are written by professionals, 
not degree holders. Moham-
med Bello was Chief Justice 
of Nigeria. He didn’t have any 
university degree. He was 
trained as a lawyer abroad; he 
was not known to be corrupt. 
So, what are we talking about?

We operate an educational 
system where mechanical 
or automobile engineering 
graduates take their cars to 
non-degree holders (artisans) 
we call in the Nigerian par-
lance as ‘roadside mechanics’. 
You also look at the process of 
getting admitted into tertiary 
institutions coupled with the 
lack of publishable research 
from these institutions in 
international journals.  Who 
should take the blame for this? 

Let’s be objective: the blame 
is first and foremost on the 
institutions. What is univer-
sity? It means versatility; the 
university is to blow your 
mind and make you to know 
that there are possibilities. 
A university lecturer would 
prepare a handout, they call it; 
and for ten years he is selling 

the same thing. In this world 
that technology is changing 
every second; somebody is 
still applying knowledge from 
what the lecturer wrote ten 
years ago! What it means is 
that you have not imparted 
the right knowledge in the 
students. Secondly, there is 
no relationship between our 
tertiary institutions and our 
industries. In organised com-
munity, all the lecturers work 
with the various industries. 
The industries rely a lot on ter-
tiary institutions on research, 
in terms of knowledge; when 
issues are critical they bring 
them on board and they col-
lectively look into the issues. 
But it is not like that here. But 
again, you don’t blame them 
too much. The academicians 
are supposed to be in a differ-
ent world but today they are 
struggling for what you and 
I are struggling for because 
they don’t have secure future. 
Somebody can come tomorrow 
and sack them because he does 
not like their face and they are 
thrown into the wind. This has 
also limited us.

May we know the circum-
stances surrounding your 
recent emergence as the Lagos 

NITAD chairperson and your 
vision for the chapter?

I have been part of NITAD 
from inception in 1989. I have 
passion for learning and for 
developing others. By 1995 I 
became the general secretary 
of Lagos State chapter. A year 
later, I became the assistant 
national secretary. There was 
a report which says we should 
have election after the chapter 
was reviewed which produced 
my predecessor. I contested as 
vice chairman. People were 
used to spending as much 
time as they like in office but 
we decided to make it a year 
in office and a maximum of 
two years for two terms. We 
demonstrated it that within 
one year you can achieve if 
you want to. As you can see, 
we were able to bring names 
like Dr. Richard Ikiebe as our 
guest speaker; and we started 
getting into sponsorship and all 
the rest. So, we have been able 
to practically reposition the 
Lagos chapter of NITAD as the 
main branch of the institute. 
My emergence as chairman 
is born out of experience that 
I know in and out of the in-
stitute. I have worked for the 
institute and I have offerings. 
I came out with a five-point 
agenda: I will make members 
benefit more; we are going to 
teach them the business side 
of their brochure; how to calcu-
late profitability. Two, we want 
to work with the national body 
to get the institute chartered. 
We will support them in terms 
of resources and networking. 
We want to get involved more 
with the MDAs; especially in 
our own catchment areas in 
Lagos. We would be doing that 
but we want to do more. Then, 
the setting up of chapters in the 
five divisional zones of Lagos; 
and towards that we have put 
in place committees.

How is NITAD funded and 
what is its relationship with 
the Lagos State Government?

In terms of funding we are 
self-sustaining. At state level 
we pay dues: N5, 000 per in-
dividual and N10, 000 per 
corporate member. Then, there 
is national due which everyone 
pays to the national. The na-
tional calculates a percentage 
of what it receives from our 
state and reimburses us. We 
also seek for sponsorship from 
organisations and individu-
als who believe in our vision 
and programmes. And then, 
individually we contribute to 
support the institution.

We have a cordial relation-
ship with the Lagos State Gov-
ernment. On our board are 
representatives of government. 
We have relationship with the 
ministry of establishment and 
training and related agencies. 
We have our members in all 
the Lagos State training agen-
cies.  
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sible”. But you people have an 
ability to overcome disasters and 
adverse situations which I find 
mysterious. Then, you entered 
into a period of recession; it was 
tough at that time, and people 
were complaining as they are 
complaining now, then the World 
Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the European Com-
mission came in and gave Nigeria 
advice and money. The essence 
was to liberalise the economy and 
develop industry processes, etc. I 
remember when I was with the 
Bank, we were visiting companies 
in the north, south, east and west 
and we were trying to find ways 
to improve their operations. I give 
you an example. I visited Peugeot 
in Kaduna, they told me at that 
time that they had improved their 
local content 45 percent and that 
if they continued like that, five 
to 10 years from now (that time) 
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they would be at 70 to 80 
percent. What is happening 
today? There is no more Peu-
geot; while we have failed to 
develop our agriculture to 
substitute for oil, of course, 
that was the hard way out, 
but we chose the easy way 
out. Let me give an illustra-
tion of this. In 2005, 2006, 
the World Bank in my opin-
ion publishe d an incisive 
study on what makes nations 
wealthy (prosp erous) and 
Nigeria was one of the case 
studies they analysed. The 
World Bank said the follow-
ing: ‘If Nigeria had followed 
for the period  1970 – 2000, 
in modest saving effort, and 
that saving effort had been 
supp orte d by a rationale 
effective investment pro-
gramme during thos e 30 
years, Nigeria would have 
now a produced capital that 
would be five times higher 
than it is today. And the pro-
duced capital is the source 
of your performances. That 
means that even to day if 
that had happened, Nigeria 
would not have been feel-
ing any pain. But Nigeria 
did not do that; instead of 
reacting this way, Nigerians, 
as soon as oil price came up 
again, started to spend, en-
joy, promote corruption, etc. 
Therefore, the assessment to 
make is that Nigeria has ab-
solutely failed to develop the 
resources that can bring the 
desired performances. Now, 
the important question to 
ask is; we have a population 
that is growing at almost 3 
percent net per a year; that 
means in another 20 or 30 
years, it will be 350 or 400 
million. What are we going 
to do with those people; is it 
possible to find a job for all 
those people? Now, when 
you do s ome calculations 
you’ll find out that yes, it is 
possible. I was very happy 
that it  is  not a c onfusing 
issue, so I developed some 
simulation mo dels in the 
economy. I discovered that 
with persistent effort and 
capital accumulation in the 
right economic sectors you 
can boast of increase in stan-
dard of living. Right now, 
the income per capita (per 
head) in Nigeria is roughly 
$2,500, $3,000 per year, it is 
ridiculous; but it can grow, 
it can multiply by 3, 4 or 5. 
And the good news is that 
you can find job for every-
body. But it will take 15 to 
20 years to get there. When 
people are complaining that 

they do not see any effect of 
the Buhari programme now, 
maybe they are speaking a 
little bit too hasty; Buhari 
does not have a magic stick 
and he cannot just change 
things over night. Now, I do 
not have enough informa-
tion or enough data to make 
assessment on the efficacy 
of government programme 
right now but I can tell you 
one thing. Since, I have been 
in Nigeria, it is the first time 
I hear a government say that 
they want to al lo cate 20 
percent of their budget to 
capital expenditure, it has 
never happened before and 
this is the first step towards 
success. But I can only clap; 
this is very necessary, but 
it  is  not sufficient.  What 
we need is that this money 
b eing allo cate d to capital 
expenditure is effectively 
and eff ic iently deploye d 
into productive investments 
that are well maintained and 
managed so that over their 
life time they can deliver 
the performance that is ex-
pected of them. Now, what 
is the counterpart of this, 
psychologically? I believe 
you ne e d thre e qualities- 
you need to be disciplined, 
patient and persistent. Ni-
gerians are not disciplined, 
patient or persistent.

 
Our economy is in reces-

sion…
(Cuts in) More than reces-

sion; it is in trouble.
 
But we are not yet  in 

depression.  America had 
suffered depression before 
and came out of it. What 
must Nigeria practically do 
to get out of the recession?

 
You see, it is difficult to 

say.  We have s carcity of 
information about the Ni-
gerian economy. The data 
that are published, which 
we get are not really reli-
able. You ask Nigerians, for 
example, something as basic 
as population, some people 
tell me, I don’t believe we 
are 170 million; some say 
may be 150 million. Some 
say 182 million is the official 
figure, but in fact, there is 
a  remarkable inac curacy 
over the data c oming out 
from government. It is not 
only on population but in 
all economic data. We are 
trying to develop models in 
which the structure will be 
more imp ortant than the 
data. If you have a reason-
able description of the eco-
nomic structure of Nigeria, 
we can use data even if they 
are not up to the quality, to 
get idea of the economy and 
that is how I work. I think 
it  is  very imp ortant that 
government uti l ize  more 

of technology. One of the 
hop es I  had when I  came 
to the AUN is that because 
of the name the university 
has and its influence we can 
convince government to use 
these types of tools to sup-
port their policy decision. I 
think it is very important to 
have serious tools to access 
whether we are making the 
right decisions or not. For 
example, you have a problem 
now –an economic recession, 
people are hungry and have 
no money – you can distrib-
ute money but if you distrib-
ute money you are going to 
take care of people’s problem 
only for today, you have not 
solved the problem and you 
are not going to train people 
to s olve their problem in 
the future if you choose to 
distribute money.

Amid all the criticism that 
this present government is 
receiving they are investing 
the resources that we have 
now for future wellbeing, 
they cannot distribute it 
today. Of course people are 
suffering, it  is  terrible to 
suffer but if you decide to 
distribute the money today, 
those who will suffer the 
most are those who are least 
prepared to cope with the 
situation. In my opinion if 
you want to be sure of your 
economic development in 

Jean-Paul Cléron

Jean-Paul Cléron, a former World Bank consultant, an adjunct professor in the School of Information Technology and Computing (SITC), is known for creating system dynamic models of the economy in the Middle East and Nigeria. Cleron has been in Nigeria since 
1987 and has studied the nation’s economy so critically as to predict almost accurately what may happen in the next ten years. In this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor (who was in Yola), Cleron traced the economic problems of Nigeria back to the 70’s, ex-
pressing optimism that Nigeria could get out of the present economic recession if it applies the right strategies. He however, warned that further recession in the country could be very disastrous. Excerpts:

Y
ou have lived in 
Nigeria for some 
time now; may 
we know for how 
long? 

 
I am a Frenchman. I used 

to say ‘I used to be a French-
man’ because I have spent 
a long time here that some-
times I don’t know exactly 
what I am again. I came to 
Nigeria in 1987 for a consul-
tancy project of the World 
Bank. If you remember very 
well, 1987 was the time Ni-
geria was still suffering from 
the Structural Adjustment 
Programme (SAP) and the 
project was a very large one. 
We were supposed to find a 
solution to a problem which 
was very similar to what 
is happening in Nigeria to-
day. I spent five to six years 
with the World Bank and 
when the contract ended, I 
decided to stay back. At that 
time, it was not financially 
too difficult to establish a 
business, so I was lucky to 
find support from a busi-
nessman from South West 
and another from the North 
(who was a well-known civil 
servant). I had two persons 
on my board; and what I re-
ally wanted was to do con-
sultancy for government, 
but I soon discovered it was 
too difficult to do because 
of corruption in the system. 
We did consultancy for the 
private sector and later did 
software development. I ran 
that company from 1992 to 
last year (2015); I closed last 
year because I wanted to do 
something a little bit less 
stressful. I am very happy 
that I am at the AUN because 
it is time for me to pass on 
my knowledge. I have been 
married to a Yoruba lady, 
Ireti ,  for  the past  eleven 
years; she is a very good wife 
and brings a lot of stability 
and wisdom in the family.

 
With your experience in 

consultancy, even though 
you didn’t consult for gov-
ernment … (cuts in)

Well ,  I  can say we did 
somehow, to some extent, 
but  i t  was very diff icult 
b e caus e of the pro c ess es. 
I  don’t  know ab out now, 
but at the time I operated, 
government was very cau-
tious about technologies that 
could clarify things, (I don’t 
want to elaborate on this). 
And this may explain why 
it took time for computer 
related technologies to pen-

etrate in the system because 
people don’t just want things 
to be clear. You know with 
technology, you prevent the 
loopholes to operate. That 
is  a  major  problem with 
Nigeria.

 
What do you think is the 

link between government 
policies and their imple-
mentation?  

When I came to consult 
for the World Bank, my job 
was to understand how the 
Nigerian economy works; 
what are the impediments, 
etc. I am an economist and 
also a systems analyst. I tend 
to look at problems globally 
and I think it is a mistake to 
look only at one aspect. Let 
me give you a background.  
Let’s take a private sector as 
an example, if you want to 
buy a company, what is the 
document to look at? The 
balance sheet, right? And 
if the balance sheet gives 
a good impression you buy 
the company, if the balance 
sheet is limping you don’t. 
I am sorry to say, Nigeria’s 
balanc e she et is  l imping. 
Now, we tend to be focus-
ing on performances; for in-
stance, the rate of growth of 
the economy, rate of unem-
ployment, the production of 
oil; but what you must do is 
to look at what is the source 
of those performances- what 
I call the resources. I have 
spent a lot of time, studying 
Nigeria’s resources. If you 
look at it you’ll realise that 
they are basically three ma-
jor resources. One is popu-
lation. You know there is a 
lot of debate about Nigeria’s 
population; the fact that by 
2050 you people will be the 
3rd largest or most popu-
lated country on earth; and 
large population can be a 
blessing or curs e;  in fact, 
it can be both; because the 
resource can also become 
a liability. So population is 
one. Another resource is all 
the productive capitals you 
have built  –  your plants, 
your factories, cultivative 
lands you have developed, 
etc. and finally, your natural 
resources; and in Nigeria it’s 
oil and gas.

Now, what is the story of 
Nigeria? The story of Nige-
ria is basically the story of 
agricultural economy that 
has suddenly, by a destiny 
of life, become an exporter 
of crude oil and gas. If you 
look at this story very well, 
you realise that Nigeria has 

not really been that master 
of its own destiny. Nigeria 
entere d OPEC just  a  few 
years before OPEC made the 
big boost. In 1972, 1973 when 
the Saudis, the Libyans took 
a big, blunt move and were 
able to multiply the price of 
oil by 4 or 5.  And from the 
sky and will of God, Nigeria 
suddenly became extremely 
rich. What then happened? 
Human beings (all of us) are 
lo oking for the easy way 
out; so this windfall allowed 
us to do anything. At that 
time government was saying 
the problem is not to make 
money, but to spend it; but 
all those developments were 
really happening outside of 
Nigeria’s  c ontrol.  Nigeria 
has a very little impact in 

the oil market; if it is not 
Kuwait,  if  it  is  not Saudi 
Arabia, Venezuela, if it is 
not Iran; and all those things 
were happening outside of 
the system. What was hap-
p ening was  that  Nigeria 
was b enefit ing from the 
resource coming out from 
God without controlling it. 
And instead of realising this, 
Nigerian leaders started to 
enjoy and of course, when 
you enjoy today you might 
have to pay the price tomor-
row. And this was how we 
slowly move d away from 
agriculture, which has its 
own problem, but at least, it 
was the resources that we 
were controlling, developing 
and managing even though 
not so well, but it was there. 

There was a time when Nigeria 
was a great cocoa producer; great 
groundnut and rubber producer 
but that is over. Then after 1973 
another one came in 1979 but this 
one was different. This one was 
purely political. It flowed from the 
developed countries, from the fear 
of the west. The west was afraid to 
be cut from energy and it came at 
a time the world was beginning to 
react to the price of oil. It started 
to conserve energy. The oil shock 
was short-lived. In 1981, 1982 the 
price started to come very sig-
nificantly, and Nigeria was stuck. I 
remember at that time I was work-
ing for a national organisation in 
Paris and my job was to follow 
the economies of OPEC member 
countries. I told my colleagues, my 
boss and my clients, “look Nigeria 
is not going to make it, it is impos- Continues on page 26
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efforts. During the time of difficult, 
when you are suffering, you try to 
develop alternatives, and with time, 
you forget everything. All efforts 
must be geared toward developing 
agriculture. In 1988 to 1989 we did 
a study on sugar industry and Rub-
ber industry; we produced papers 
for government, telling them what 
can be done to develop those areas. 
There was money at that time to do 
it. All those studies and recommen-
dations were never implemented. 
Government is starting again now, 
and we have wasted some 25 years. 
My fear is that we’ll get out of the 
problem we have now, but if the 
next one happens it is going to be 
very disastrous. It may be a lot more 
difficult to resolve because the more 
we wait to resolve a problem the 
more difficult it becomes to resolve. 
We must pay the price today in order 
to benefit tomorrow. 

At the time you came to Nige-
r ia ,  there  was  SAP,  what  re al ly 
happene d t o  that  programme? 

I t  f a d e d  aw ay.  B ut  i f  yo u  l o o k 
at  i t ,  w e  a re  s t i l l  n o t  d i ve r s i f i e d 
aw ay  f ro m  o i l  a n d  s t i l l  h ave  a 
h i g h  l e v e l  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t . 
We faile d to grow res ourc es;  the 
o n l y  re s o u rc e  o n  w h i c h  N i g e r i a 
rests  now is  oi l  and the oi l  is  not 
b e i n g  c o n t ro l l e d  b y  u s .  W e  d o 
not  c ontrol  the pric e ,  the buyer, 
a n d  i t  i s  e ve n  u n d e r  t h re at  b y 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a n t s . 
W h at  w e  s h o u l d  h ave  d o n e  i s  t o 
develop another res ourc e which 
should pro duc e capital  res ourc e 
–  a g r i c u l t u re  i s  a  ve r y  g o o d  o p -
tion but  we should not  make the 
mistake of  making agriculture  a 
monop oly;  there should b e other 
a s p e c t s .  Fo r  m e ,  t h e  p ro g ra m m e 
o f  t h e  p re s e n t  g o ve r n m e n t  i s  a 
g o o d  p ro g ra m m e  w h e t h e r  i t  i s 

them. But with technology, a ma-
chine as small as a phone, you can 
operate from your own office and 
develop applications that people will 
buy- you don’t need to invest much. 
Technology can bring a lot of help to 
growth, development process, and 
also in my opinion should penetrate 
government because it hasn’t yet 
done so. Government now collects a 
lot of data with technology but does 
not use the data to make better deci-
sions; it is not yet happening. 

The school of IT and computing 
of AUN is passing information to 
the youth on how to leverage tech-
nology to create wealth for them. 
You said you shut down your busi-
ness and admitted that the Nigerian 
environment is hostile for business. 
How would these youth survive in 
the hostile environment? 

If I knew the answer to that ques-
tion, I would be a very rich man. 
The truth is that first you are not 
going to solve this problem over-
night. Nigerians have to learn that 
no matter how difficult it has been, 
you have to go through that process 
because you have wasted a lot of 
opportunities in the past. When I 
came to Nigerian we were supposed 
to advice on technologies, methods 
and policies to adopt for the crises 
of 1982, 1983 to be overcome; today 
what is happening is exactly the 
same reason. It is quite interesting 
that the person that was called to 
solve the problem is the same that is 
here; it was Buhari in 1983, 1984; it 
is Buhari in 2015, 2016. May be, it’s 
just a coincidence but we haven’t 
learnt anything. We haven’t learnt 
because… Buhari said it that we 
need a cultural shift in Nigeria. It 
must happen. That cultural shift 
means – becoming more disciplined, 
patient and more persistent in our 

Nigeria, you have to go through a 
phase of suffering.

 
But what do you think govern-

ment can do in the interim to lessen 
the pain of the recession? 

There is only one thing to do; 
there is short term and long term 
measure. Someone asked me, “Is it 
good or bad for Nigeria to take a 
loan?” My answer to that is, there’s 
nothing wrong with Nigeria taking 
a loan, everyone takes a loan, all 
companies, and governments take 
loans and are indebted. What is criti-
cal is what you do with the money.  
First thing, if I read in a paper that 
Nigeria took a loan of $29.9 billion, 
the first thing I would say, is why 
not $50.3 billion or $14.2 billion? So, 
I assure that the way government 
thinks (I have no idea and I have no 
contact with them) they must have 
looked at what they need to meet 
their targets, and of course to bal-
ance the difference. If you go for a 
loan; I think it’s important to know 
very precisely what the loan will 
be used for. Although I am not very 
informed about the nitty-gritty of 
the problem; what the issue is that 
the Senate was complaining that 
there is not enough information on 
what the loan is meant for or what 
they want to do with the money. 
The really important issue here is 
why do you borrow and for what? 
If you borrow to invest, and your 
investment is successful, you have 
won because you have made enough 
money not only to pay for your loan 
but also to take care of your people 
and to create employment. If you 
borrow to consume then you put 
yourself more in trouble. 

To what extent should Nigeria 
deploy technology in solving its 
problems? 

Technology should be deployed 
at many places as possible. There’s 
absolutely no doubt that if Nigeria 
should actually develop and prosper 
it has to encourage massive entre-
preneurship and you have a lot of 
Nigerians with bright ideas. I ’ve 
never stopped being amazed at the 
level of resilience and optimism of 
Nigerians.

You cannot dis c ourage them. 
They will always tell you tomorrow 
will be better than yesterday- that 
is the attitude- but you have to give 
them the right environment to do so. 
Unfortunately so far the right envi-
ronment has not been given. I have 
been in business for the past 25 years 
and I can tell you the problems I had 
with tax office, immigration officers 
is that of employee loyalty. You have 
to overcome all these. I used to say 
there are three types of environ-
ment; you can work in a friendly en-
vironment, in a neutral or a hostile 
environment. Nigerian environment 
for a long time has been hostile to 
business. We have to encourage en-
trepreneurship, but what kind? It is 
extremely difficult today for Nigeria 
to become an industrialised country 
b e caus e the way the c ompanies 
and industries are interconnected 
in the Western World is extremely 
difficult to irritate or compete with 

‘Nigeria has an ability to overcome adverse...
going to  b e implemente d;  I  don’t 
have enough information to answer 
that question. I pray it will be and 
the problem is if this administration 
leaves in 2019, and is replaced by an-
other administration that resembles 
what we had in the past, there would 
be serious problem.

 
The foreign exchange policy of 

the CBN is really stifling businesses 
and manufacturing is the hardest 
hit; where did the CBN get it wrong?

 
You see, let me tell you, Nigerians 

are quick to criticise. Compare your 
country with Venezuela and look 
at the exchange rate in Venezuela. 
You have done much better than 
them; they are richer than you are 
in terms of oil, but they have a disas-
trous policy. The disastrous policy is 
that the government of Venezuela 
allowed everybody to get food free 
of charge and of course, when there 
is no more money to sustain that 
policy there is problem. Their cur-
rency now is 1,500 for a dollar, yours 
is only 450 or thereabout. It seems 
now to stabilise. 

Now, let me speak as a theoretical 
economist, the last thing for Nige-
ria to do is to let the exchange rate 
fall because this is a country that 
depends enormously on imported 
i n p ut s ;  o n  i m p o r t e d  g o o d s  a n d 
therefore, you need dollar to get 
that. And if you need dollar to get 
that, you should be able to buy it as 
cheaply as possible. So when you let 
your exchange rate collapse, you are 
paying the price. 

Now it  will  b e go o d for us to 
h a ve  a n  e xc h a n g e  r at e  t h at  i s 
depre ciating if  we were s el l ing 
abroad,  but we are s ell ing very 
little. And to encourage companies 
to develop in order to sell abroad, 
you have to make it easy for them 
to buy the inputs they need and 
you have demonstrate d it is not 
the cas e;  s o what do we do? On 
the other hand, when your gov-
ernment’s commitment is on the 
naira, when the dollar appreciates 
you can get a lot of naira, and it 
e a s e s  yo u r  p ub l i c  f i n a n c e .  Y o u 
know economics is just trying to 
ke ep the balanc e b etwe en go o d 
and bad. Sometimes, what is good 
for one is bad for the other, so it is 
very complex. But I think it would 
have been difficult, not impossible 
for the country to have a better 
result. Let me add something here, 
the depreciation of the exchange 
rate didn’t  start  with Buhari ,  it 
started before him. 

Remember that when the elec-
tion took place, the Jonathan gov-
ernment spent a lot of money on 
election process. That contributed 
to weakening the naira. We have 
accumulated quite a number of mis-
takes as a result of economic choices 
we have made. 

My view is that we in Nigeria 
have accumulated a lot of mistakes. 
However, the game is not lost, but 
if you want to win, you cannot af-
ford, again, to make mistakes, you 
have to be very careful because if 
we continue to make mistakes, it is 
going to be very disastrous.

Jean-Paul Cléron

Continued from  page 25



Stanbic IBTC extols enterprise, originality 
of Nigeria’s creative community

S
tanbic IBTC has 
reiterated her 
commitment to 
partnering with 
other stakehold-

ers to build a thriving 
arts community in Ni-
geria inured with en-
trepreneurial depth to 
ensure sustainable de-
velopment.

Speaking at the 2nd 
edition of the Stanbic 
IBTC Fine Arts and The 
Acts event in Lagos, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Stanbic IBTC Holdings 
PLC, Sola David-Borha, 
said part of the objec-
tives in creating the fo-
rum was to foster more 
collaborations between 
players in the arts and 
business communities, 
leading to the deepen-
ing of the entrepreneur-
ship spirit in the sector. 
The ultimate outcome 
is to establish a critical 
mass of creative enter-
prises across Nigeria, she 
added.

As an African insti-
tution with continental 
experience spanning 
over 153 years, David-
Borha said the Stan-
dard Bank Group, to 
which Stanbic IBTC be-
longs, is a natural part 
of Africa’s rich cultural 
heritage and diversity, 
which inevitably un-

SundayBusiness

derlines its growing 
commitment to pro-
viding a solid financial 
foundation for budding 
and established cre-
ative artists.

“We are quite de-
lighted to put together 
this year’s event. We 
undoubtedly have the 
talent to create spectacle 
as artistry and creativ-
ity come from within. 
We are also encouraged 
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by the enthusiasm and 
huge turnout of par-
ticipants which clearly 
indicates that our drive 
to inspire creativity and 
innovation remains on 
course,” David-Borha 
said.

She said a similar 
strategy underscores 
the group’s multifaceted 
business model that is 
designed to meet the 
needs of a diverse cli-

entele.
 The event, themed 

‘Inspired by Nigeria’, 
featured an arts exhibi-
tion, comedy and mu-
sic, drawing an array of 
performers from Nige-
ria and abroad. The art 
exposition featured a 
wide range of art works 
from abstract art to 
photography. Contem-
porary artistes such as 
Olumide Oresegun, D 

Okhai Ojeikere, Kainebi 
Osahenye and Muraina 
Oyelami showcased 
their works, as well as 
Jumoke Sanwo, Angela 
Isiuwe, Gerald Chuk-
wuma, Dipo Doherty 
and Olufemi Oyewole. 
The art collections of 
two corporate titans, 
Fola Adeola and Dotun 
Sulaiman were also on 
display.

Nigeria’s  Basket-
mouth, Ik Osakioduwa 
(IK) and KennyBlaq, 
complemented by South 
Africa’s Mpho Popp, 
thrilled the audience to 
very thoughtful comedy 
while the pair of Ifueko 
Ogbomo and Michael 
Meme stirred the night 
with their vocal rendi-
tions. South African all-
girl band, The Muses, 
similarly dazzled with 
their rich repertoire of 
contemporary and Af-
rican music.

 Last year’s edition 
featured paintings by 
renowned artists, Prof 
Bruce Onabrakpeya 
and Victor Ehikhame-
noras well as the art 
collections ofFola Ad-
e ola and Ade dotun 
Sulaiman. Celebrated 
c ome dians,  includ-
ing Nigeria’s Basket-
mouth, South Africa-
based Ndumiso Lindi 

and Patrick Idringi, 
a.k.a Salvado, Ugan-
da’s foremost humour 
merchant, joined by a 
rich parade of artistes, 
including fast-rising 
music act, The GirlZ 
Rule Band, and popu-
lar instrumentalists 
The String Quartet, en-
livened the gala night 
with their astounding 
performances.

Stanbic IBTC Hold-
ings PLC is a full ser-
vice financial services 
group with a clear focus 
on three main business 
pillars - Corporate and 
Investment Banking, 
Personal and Business 
Banking and Wealth 
Management. Stanbic 
IBTC belongs to the Stan-
dard Bank Group, the 
largest African financial 
institution by assets and 
market capitalization. It 
is rooted in Africa with 
strategic representation 
in 20 countries on the 
African continent. Stan-
dard Bank is focused on 
building first-class, on-
the-ground financial ser-
vices institutions in cho-
sen countries in Africa; 
and connecting selected 
emerging markets to Af-
rica by applying sector 
expertise, particularly in 
natural resources, power 
and infrastructure.

L-R: Atedo Peterside, chairman, Stanbic IBTC Holdings plc;  Raj Gupta, chairman, African Industries 
Group;  Manisha Gupta, his wife, and chief executive, Sola David-Borha, Stanbic IBTC Holdings plc; 
at the 2016 Stanbic IBTC Fine Arts and The Acts event in Lagos, recently.

UBA CFO, finance team shine at 2016 CFO awards

U
nited Bank for 
Africa Plc, the 
pan-African 
financial ser-

vices group, has taken 
the outstanding feat it 
recorded at last year’s 
Nigeria CFO awards a 
notch higher. The bank 
bagged the CFO of the 
Year, Financial Innova-
tion Project of the Year, 
and Finance Team of 
the Year awards at the 
2nd edition of the Ni-
geria CFO awards held 
on November 19, 2016 
in Lagos.

Ugo Nwaghodoh, 
UBA’s Group chief fi-
nance officer (CFO), was 
ahead of other nominees 
in the banking category 
to emerge CFO of the 
year.

Similarly, the Finance 
Team of the Year was 
given to the finance divi-
sion of UBA for its excep-
tional performance in 
the year under review, 
which, according to 
the organizers, resulted 
in the bank emerging 
as one of the resilient 

exceed expectations.
“Achieving a feat like 

this at a challenging pe-
riod only indicates that 
hard work and dedica-
tion truly pay,” Nwag-
hodoh said.

“ We are further 
encouraged by these 
awards, but speaking 
the minds of my col-

leagues, this presents 
new challenges to us, 
as we will intensify our 
commitment towards 
setting benchmarks for 
the industry, particular-
ly in our strategic roles 
beyond financial report-
ing and performance 
management,” he said.

Akin Naphtal, CEO, 
Instinct Business Maga-
zine, organizers of the 
CFO awards, explained 
that CFOs are integral 
to the successes of orga-
nizations as their expan-
sive financial perspec-
tives help fuel growth.

“That is why we be-
lieve the achievements 
of financial executives 
who have been out-
standing in their profes-
sion and have contrib-
uted in no small measure 
to the growth of their 
organisations and the 
economy at large must 
be recognized and cel-
ebrated,” he said.

The awards night was 
a colourful gathering of 
CFOs from different in-
dustries, including bank-

ing, insurance, telecoms, 
pharmaceuticals, con-
struction, investment 
banking, media, logistics 
& transport, among oth-
ers.

Nwaghodoh, a sea-
soned financial analyst 
and accountant with 
over two decades’ expe-
rience spanning assur-
ance, advisory, financial 
control, strategy and 
business transformation, 
investor relations, merg-
ers and acquisitions, 
business integration and 
project management, 
holds a B.Sc. degree from 
the University of Ibadan 
and an M.Sc. degree in 
Finance and Manage-
ment from Cranfield 
University, England. He 
is a fellow of the Institute 
of Chartered Accoun-
tants of Nigeria and In-
stitute of Credit Admin-
istration, an Honorary 
Senior Member (HCIB) of 
the Chartered Institute 
of Bankers of Nigeria 
(CIBN), and a member of 
Cranfield Management 
Association.

performers in the Nige-
rian banking industry 
despite the economic 
downturn.

Receiving the awards, 
UBA’s  Group CFO, 
flanked by some of his 
colleagues, thanked the 
organizers for the recog-
nition which is coming 
second time in a row, 

noting that he couldn’t 
have done it alone.

The CFO said he was 
delighted to work with 
the best finance team 
in the Nigerian banking 
industry and, therefore, 
dedicated the awards to 
his team whom, he said, 
work assiduously with 
the passion to always 

L-R: Peter Ssenyange, chief finance officer (CFO), UBA Uganda; Ugochukwu Abanum, head, financial reporting, UBA 
Plc; Adewale Adeniyi, financial controller, UBA Plc; Ugo Nwaghodoh, Group CFO, UBA Plc; Akin Naphtal, publisher, 
Instinct Business/organiser, CFO Awards, and Brice Affognitode, CFO, UBA Cote d’Ivoire, at the 2nd edition of the CFO 
awards in Lagos, recently.
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SITC AUN targets poverty reduction 
through outreach programme

T
he School of Infor-
mation Technology 
and Computing (SITC), 
American University 
of Nigeria (AUN) has 

announced its 8th SITC Technol-
ogy Open House taking place on 
Thursday, December 8, 2016, at 
the Yar’Adua Centre, Abuja.

Addressing a press conference 
in Yola to announce the event, 
Mathias Fonkam, a dean in the 
School, said the free outreach 
was aimed at reducing poverty 
in society.

“It is an outreach programme 
projecting and showcasing what 
we have here in AUN. Our vision 
is always trying to engage with 
the community and trying to 
support the university’s mission 
of development,” Fonkam said.

The dean, who was flanked 
by other members of the Faculty, 
expressed the optimism that the 
participants would find the pro-
gramme enriching and reward-
ing, as according to him, “it can 

open the door for employment.”
He said that the AUN emphasis 

on technology in line with the 
changing world had marked the 
university out as best among 
equals anywhere on the globe.

According to him, “One of our 
objectives for doing all these is 
that we want to make our stu-
dents to be employers of them-
selves with the skills acquired and 
also to be able to employ others. 
Government cannot employ 
everybody, so, people must be 
trained so that they can use the 
technology to help others. With 
little or nothing, you can survive 
by just acquiring the IT knowl-
edge. It is really aimed at helping 
people to go out there and create 
business and employment.”

He explained that technology 
has so simplified life that a lot of 
success can be achieved without 
involving movements from one 
place to the other or without hav-
ing a large office.

He also noted that the innova-
tions in mobile technology and 
their integration with Internet 

and Cloud Computing have been 
unprecedented and create huge 
worldwide opportunities.

“The change has been so rapid 
that some of the mobile phones 
that you are carrying now are 
faster than the main-frame and 
even super computers of yester-

year. The question is whether 
you’re really making a maximum 
use of these devices,” he said.

The dean announced that the 
Open House programme would 
focus on three broad areas- Web 
design & application track; Da-
tabase management &system 

modeling track, and Server ad-
ministration & telecommunica-
tions track.

The forth-coming event would 
be the first time it would be hold-
ing outside the Yola campus of 
the University since it was intro-
duced eight (8) years ago.

UAC Foods boss tasks Mbaise professionals 
on Entrepreneurship Academy

T
he Managing Direc-
tor of UAC foods Ltd, 
Chidi Okoro has tasked 
Mbaise Community in 

Imo State to consider setting up 
a world class entrepreneurship 
academy, like Skills Acquisition 
Centre, a Film Academy as the 
biggest stars in Nollywood in 
Nigeria are from Mbaise.

Okoro said such an initiative 
could positively impact the com-
munity.

The UAC boss, who made 

the call while speaking on the 
theme: ‘Entrepreneurship’, dur-
ing the 2016 Annual Get-Togeth-
er of Mbaise People’s Congress 
(MPC), a.k.a Mbaise professionals 
in Lagos, challenged the people 
to make judicious use of their 
huge population which he said is 
over one million, to harness the 
potentials of the youth.

He also urged the community 
to enter into partnership with 
both public and private institu-
tions, stating that they should 

consider setting up entrepre-
neurship academy in a technical 
area.

According to him, “most of 
the young men doing plumbing 
jobs in the state are not even 
from Imo State as most of them 
are riding bikes.

“There is nothing wrong with 
transportation but consider set-
ting up a world class Entrepre-
neurship Academy focusing on 
technical skills. Nigeria needs 
about 3 million plumbers, but we 

…Holds technology open house December 8
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Dean Fonkam (middle) flanked by other Faculty members

don’t have them because no one 
is training them. If we can set 
up that in Mbaise, it can change 
the community for good. Biggest 
stars in Nollywood are from 
Mbaise, what is stopping you 
from setting up a film academy?’’.

According to him, there are 
too numerous areas to leverage 
on, adding that there are more 
hotels in Owerri than anywhere 
in the country but no one is 
training anybody in Hospitality 
Industry.

‘I want to remind you that 
entrepreneurship is seeing an 
opportunity and going through 
the pain and risk to tap the op-
portunity,” he said.

According to him, “refer-
ring to Mbaise youths as un-
employed, underemployed or 
underprivileged is derogatory, 
negative and it kills the creativ-
ity of the youth. The moment 
you start looking at them as un-
employed and underprivileged, 
they become beggars and you 
give them handouts.  Ninety-six 
(96) percent of Imo people are 
literate and Mbaise constitutes 
97 percent of that literate popu-
lation.”

Stanley Amuchie, general 
manager, Financial Control and 
Strategic Planning, Zenith Bank 
Plc, who was chairman of the 
occasion, said MPC wants to use 
the platform to discuss how to 

come out of the current difficult 
economic situation through en-
trepreneurship.

“There are lots of opportu-
nities that we can tap from to 
get ourselves out of the situa-
tion that we are in now. With 
proper guidance, we can make 
it. Let’s discuss and know how 
we can access the Central Bank 
opportunities through Bank of 
Industry on Small and Medium 
Enterprises,’’ he said.

Raphael Nnanna Igbokwe, a 
lawmaker representing Ahiazu/
Ezinihitte Mbaise Federal Con-
stituency in the House of Rep-
resentatives, urged the people 
to think outside the box through 
entrepreneurship, stating that 
it is one of the solutions to the 
recession the country has found 
itself in.

Anogwi Anyanwu, chairman, 
Mbaise People’s Congress, urged 
the people to be courageous 
and resolute despite the odds in 
society.

Anyanwu expressed happi-
ness that the community had 
produced eminent sons and 
daughters, listing those who 
have received the Eminent Per-
sonalities Award to include 
Eucharia Uche, Kelechi Nwaosu,  
Emeka Opara, Stanley Amuchie, 
Carol Anyanwu, Frank Nneji, 
Ken Opara, Felix Chukwu and 
Carol Opara, a professor. 

L-R: Nnanna Igbokwe, member House of Reps, representing Ahiazu/Ezinihitte Mbaise federal Constituency; Stanley Amuchie 
CFO Zenith bank, chairman of the occasion; Cyril Anyanwu, president general, Ezuruezu Mbaise & guest of honour; Anogwi 
Anyanwu, president MPC; Chidi Okoro MD UAC Foods, guest speaker and Chuks Nweke ED UBA and a guest, at the event.
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Endless opportunities

I
n life what is consid-
ered to be the scarcest 
commodity is opportu-
nity. Many times when 
one has the privilege of 

chatting with people about 
life you realize what they 
are all waiting for is that big 
break, that singular oppor-
tunity that would turn their 
lives around. They spend 
time daydreaming, expecting 
the opportunity to land on 
them like ripe mango off the 
tree. Innumerable number 
of people has lost countless 
opportunities because they 
are waiting for that singular 
opportunity. Some have even 
wasted a fortune looking for 
that same opportunity outside 
the shores of their country. 

No doubt opportunity must 
be truly scarce according to 
them, because if it is not scarce 
in your nation you cannot be 
searching for it in another na-
tion where they think there is 
an abundance of it. 

How do you find what you 
do not know? How do you 
take advantage of what you 
cannot recognize? That is a 
million dollar question begging 
for answers. That is where 
majority of the people have 
found themselves like blind 
men leading other blind men; 
you can perceive that their 
level of ignorance is second to 
none. Little wonder why only 
few people are successful in 
life and majority are languish-
ing in poverty or slaving the 
remaining days of their lives 
out. Without a change of un-
derstanding, without a rude 
awakening as to what oppor-
tunities truly are, they will all 
end their lives looking for that 
proverbial opportunity that 
never exists.

Now what are the END-
LESS OPPORTUNITIES? Every 
problem you see and identify 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

is an opportunity; it becomes 
your opportunity when you 
take responsibility for prof-
fering solution to it. Every 
product or service that you 
see that are in existence is your 
opportunity because they are 
begging for change. 

Any product or service that 
you can see has becomes obso-
lete the moment they arrive at 
the marketplace. It becomes 
your opportunity when you 
take responsibility for improv-
ing on it. Without much ado, 
you will bear me witness that 
what we have going for us is 
nothing short of ENDLESS 
OPPORTUNITIES and possi-
bilities. Every process of con-
version from their raw state 
to your personal opportunity 
is always filled with supposed 
challenges, but that is the least 
of your problem. Most people 
are dissipating energy on what 
is not opportunity every day 
and they do not know. What 
is most important to you is the 
identification and recognition 
of what opportunity is. With 
this understanding, processing 
opportunity becomes easy. 

The most important lesson a 
man can be taught in life is 
this, having this understand-
ing of what opportunity is. The 
purpose of going to school and 
having a career should be this. 
No man or woman with this 
understanding can never be a 
burden to their society. They 
are always a blessing, they are 
celebrated and appreciated, 
and they are honored amongst 
their peers. 

This should be the reason 
for living. There is no man that 
does not have endless opportu-
nity staring them in the face all 
day long. And there is so much 
joy and peace when you wake 
up every day knowing you are 
the solution to other people’s 
problems, or you are causing 
a change positively in your 
world. You can never run out 
of opportunity because you 
can never run out of problems. 
My prayer for you this season 
is that the GOOD LORD will 
open your eyes to recognise 
the opportunities around you 
and grant you the Grace to 
maximise them in Jesus name. 
Remain blessed.

T
he underlying val-
ue that Uber has 
strived to provide 
all the customer 

segments is reliability. A 
person who wants a ride 
can literally get one by tap-
ping his smartphone. Uber’s 
ability to give the desired 
choice to a customer at any 
time and then fulfilling 
that request within ETA of 
10 minutes and lower has 
been the key to success on 
the product side.

How this becomes pos-
sible is pushing every geo-
graphic location towards a 
critical mass of customers 
and driver partners and 
then let the network effects 
kick in.

Something to learn from 
Uber’s Business Model: The 
would-be disruptor should 
follow an approach that 
makes it easier and more 
affordable for people to do 
what historically has mat-
tered to them. Making the 
complicated things simple 
and the expensive things 
affordable is why disrup-
tors have the potential to 
dramatically expand a con-
strained market or prosper 
at price points that are far 
lower than market leaders.

Uber’s Value Proposi-
tions for Customers: Uber 
gives customers an option to 
choose the type of ride they 
want – an SUV, Uber Black, 
Uber X, etcetera.

Exclusive ride at an af-
fordable price,

Convenience – comes at 

the doorstep,
On demand availability,
Certainty – will get a ride 

for sure,
ETA – Track the cab 

while it arrives,
Shorter wait time for a 

ride, Cashless ride-
Uber says that Choice is 

a beautiful thing.
Uber’s Value Proposi-

tions for Drivers: For the 
drivers, Uber gives them the 
flexibility to decide when 
and how often they want 
to drive. In addition, Uber 
drivers reportedly earn 
more per hour, viz-a-viz, 
industry standard hourly 
averages. Again this can be 
attributed to busier days 
and more time spent serv-
ing customers.

 Extra income - flexibil-
ity to choose work hours.

Busier and efficient days
Higher hourly wages 

on an average - Network 
effects: For most of the mar-
ketplace platforms network 
effects have a huge role 
to play, once they move 
beyond a critical mass. The 
usefulness of such platforms 
for the end suppliers and 
consumers is associated 
with how many other us-
ers are using this platform. 
Beyond a point, it is difficult 
to topple the incumbent.

When applied to Uber 
these network effects apply 
in a certain geographic area 
and the playbook needs to 
be repeated in every new 
city it enters. But for a partic-
ular geographical area, more 

Uberising your enterprise - Uber business 
model canvas & success secrets (7)

customer means increasing 
utilisation of the taxi net-
work, busier day for drivers, 
more income, more drivers, 
lesser costs for customer and 
better pickup times.

Putting it in a nutshell, 
it goes like this: More cus-
tomers — Busier day for 
drivers — More income 
per hour — More Drivers 
and larger coverage area— 
Better pickup times and 
lesser costs for customers. 
So, it’s a win-win situation 
for Uber Customers, Uber 
Drivers and of course Uber 
as a company.

Uber Channels: How 
Uber Reaches Out:

The Product Itself - The 
Uber app is itself a chan-
nel for Uber to reach out 
to people. It might seem 
strange but it is a fact that 
Uber has created a strong 
demand for its app. It has 
become the need of people 
to download the app and use 
Uber services.

Earlier people used to 
wave to taxis while standing 
on the road edge in order to 
stop them and have a ride. 
But Uber has changed the 
situation as now you can 
have a taxi at your location 
with a tap on your smart-
phone. Hence for Uber, the 
product itself is the best 
channel to reach out to 
people.

Accelerants - Reaching 
out to people after launch-
ing a product is the most 
difficult task for startups. It 
would had been the same 
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ExCEllEnT 
lIfEG

od is success. He 
has suc c e e de d 
maximally in ev-
erything He set 

out to do in His infinite and 
eternal existence as God. 
He demonstrated this after 
creation by evaluating His 
creatures in line with His 
thoughts, imaginations, 
expectations, and spoken 
Word. He unequivocally 
concluded in His objective 
and unbiased assessment 
that everything He cre-
ated was very good. “Then 
God saw everything that 
He made, and indeed it 
was very good…” (Genesis 
1:31). This statement is an 
indication that God was 
fulfilled and successful in 

what He set out to achieve 
concerning creation.

There is a need for you 
to understand that you 
were created principally 
to succeed in life. It is not 
the will of God for you 
to come back to Him a 
failure at the end of your 
sojourn on this earth. The 
choice to succeed or not is 
up to you. God knew you 
would have social and 
environmental challenges 
and unprivileged family 
background before you 
were born. Yet, He expects 
you to succeed because He 
has given you what it takes 
to win. When God cre-
ated Adam, He told Him, 
“See I have given you…to 
you it shall be for food.” 
(Genesis 1:29). The word 
“See” implies, “Understand, 
realise, notice, examine, 
find out, consider, imagine, 
experience, future”. God 
was invariably telling him 
that everything needed 
for him to attain his future 
has been provided by him. 
That shows that there are 
vast possibilities around 
you provided by God to 
enable you attain a suc-
cessful future.To walk in 
this consciousness what it 
takes to break the barrier 
and limitations that may 
be on your way to suc-
ceeding.

It is pertinent to point 
out that in as much as God 
has released a universal 
injunction for us to suc-
ceed; there is something 
you are specially adapted 
to do for a successful and 
fulfilling life. Until you 
understand it,  success 
will be far from you.The 
same power that brought 
about your creation also 
provided for your success 
by signposting numer-
ous possibility options 
around you. The gateway 
for success in the jour-

ney of destiny opens for 
you when you discover 
the path you are meant 
to walk on in pursuit of 
God’s purpose for your 
life. Life is worthless and 
disappointing for those 
who never bothered to 
discover their original-
ity in life. To understand 
your uniqueness is a wel-
come path to maximum 
attainment in life. Living 
in ignorance of it is an 
experiment with destiny.

 Many people struggle 
in lifebecause they have 
not consciously taken the 
pains to discover their 
uniqueness. Your success 
journey starts when you 
discover that distinct origi-
nality that will make you 
outstanding. Don’t leave 
your own path undiscov-
ered and unattended to. 
There is a pathway de-
signed by God for your 
success. Until you discov-
er it and walk on it, you 
will keep on following 
the crowd without being 
recognised in the crowd. 
Grasp the reality of your 
life and smile with fulfil-
ment. You are born with 
potentials for success. It 
is not an over statement 
that God imparted this 
very nature of success in 
you when you were born. 
Your success was upper-
most in His mind when 
He conceptualised your 
existence. Everything you 
need to succeed in life 
has been deposited inside 
you. The day you were 
born, there was a release 
of power, force, charisma, 
talent and opportunities 
that would transform you 
into the success you are 
meant to be. Until you 
start succeeding and be-
come a success, your suc-
cess mandate- “be fruitful 
and multiply,” will remain 
unattainable. 

Walking in success 
consciousness
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for Uber if it would not have 
captured these accelerants. 
So, what are these acceler-
ants? You may consider 
an accelerant as a push 
that has the ability to give 
a lot of users in one go that 
too without hampering 
the revenue. So, it’s noth-
ing about discounted cam-
paigns or something like 
that. Here’s how Uber made 
the most.

Restaurants & Nightlife: 
People often had to make 
arrangements to go back 
home after a party. Uber 
was quick to understand 
this and offered its services 
at major night life points 
in the city. Anyone who 
availed the service became 
a fan of uber and made the 
word spread through word 
of mouth advertising.
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Rebranding Goldberg lager beer

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

When the Survey Plans 
come to the Rescue (1)
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F
or our dedicated readers 
who have painstakingly 
followed up on this col-
umn, you would recall that 

sometimes in the 3rd quarter of 
2015, we did series on Title Deed 
with a caption: ‘The Quintentiality 
of Title Deed’. This got us torrents 
of calls and emails by readers who 

G
oldb erg,  a  brand, 
experts in related fields 
say is an experience, 
not a mere living or 
breathing organism. It 

is, according to respected Godwin 
Idahosa “the sum total of the 
relationships a company, product, 
service or even a person has 
with the customers”. It is a store 
of the values it represents. These 
attributes are communicated 
through its purchase cycle and 
the people’s allegiance, trust and 
connection with it spring from 
both its quality consistency and 
continuity.

In fact, equally imperative in 
branding is the significance of the 
product being seen as a construct. 
It has to be created, stimulated and 
applied. The process is carried out 
by top managers of the company, 
with the aim to create notable 
experiences which the customers 
and patrons would not forget in 
a hurry.

It is in this light that one views 
the recent re-launch of Goldberg, 
a lager beer which the Nigerian 
Breweries Plc bought over from 
Sona Breweries, not too long ago 
as a strategic move to position it in 
the minds of the teeming admirers 
and consumers of its several 
products. Aptly tagged: “Your 
Excellency”, the appellation for 
Goldberg, is meant “to reinforce 
its leading position in the market”. 
Apart from its kingship status, 
those who make it their prime 
choice amongst the array of lager 
beers on parade to feel as highly 
respected consumers. Besides, the 
series of launches for the product 
though may raise questions is 
meant to drive home the issue of 
both product quality, increased 
visibility and place it top amongst 
its competitors.

As events have proved over 
the years, the brains behind 
branding in Nigeria’s numero 
uno brewery giant surely know 
their onions. Why is this so? It 
is because branding thrives on 
trying to be different, distinct 
from the competitors; to sell its 
unique qualities.

It would be recalled for 
instance, that the company 
had back in 2012 hosted its key 
distributors as well as selected 
stakeholders from the South 
-West to the re-launch of its 
Goldberg premium lager beer in 
the city of Ibadan. The event took 
place into two separate places 
– the Genesis Hotel and Jogor 
Centre. Back then the ceremony 
served as a formal introduction 
of the repackaged Goldberg beer.

According to Walter Drenth 
(Marketing Director, Nigerian 
Breweries Plc) “Goldberg came 

from the quest to satisfy all lovers 
of quality premium lager beer and 
we will never stop in giving our 
consumers the best product and 
services with the hope of bringing 
satisfaction. To our distributors 
and consumers around, this re-
launch is definitely going to be a 
new golden business experience”.

He went on to further reassure 
consumers that in terms of 
pricing, Goldberg has a new 
pricing position different from 
other brands from the stables 
of Nigeria breweries saying 
“A lot of our consumers who 
desire high quality premium 
lager beer who cannot afford 
the likes of Heineken, Star or 
Gulder lager beer now have 
Goldberg, a premium beer with 
excellence bottle look, stamped 
with a crest quality, now brewed 
under the supervision of Nigerian 
Breweries Plc”.

After the trade briefing at 
the Genesis Hotel, all attendees 
headed to the Jogor Centre for the 
official unveiling ceremony of the 
product. On ground to entertain 
all attendees was the artistic king-
like display of the Gold city king 
and the international dance group 
named Ijo-edi. They thrilled all 
with their dance steps with tune 
of rich cultural ambience that 
emphasized how the beer was 
expertly lagered to produce a 
crisp, distinctive flavour and its 
refreshingly pleasing aroma.

As usual of NB Plc to relate 
well with the public by pragmatic 
partnership with top musical 
artistes, the rave of the moment 
then, Wande Coal whose hit 
song, Bumper- to -Bumper ruled 
the airwaves was also present at 
the re-launch of the lager beer. 

Apart from that song he had 
the opportunity to sing other 
people’s favourites such as You 
Bad, Ololufe and I Know You 
Like It.  On hand to deliver rib-
cracking jokes at the event was 
the Nigerian humorist Seyi Law. 
He kept reeling out the jokes 
to keep the excited audience 
laughing their sorrows away.

Sona Group, a diversified 
conglomerate with interest in 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages, confectioneries, agro 
allied industries, among others 
said it decided to sell its interest 
in Sona Breweries to Nigerian 
Breweries Plc in 2010 due to 
strong market competition in the 
brewery segment.

The Group Managing Director, 
Sona Group of Industries, Ajai 
Musaddi, said that competition 
in the brewery industry between 
the leading brewery brands like 
Nigerian Breweries Plc, Guinness 
Nigeria Plc and others made his 
company have a rethink to divest 
from the industry.

Incorporated in 1946, its first 
bottle of beer, STAR Lager, rolled 
off the bottling lines of its Lagos 
brewery in June 1949. Other 
breweries were subsequently 
commissioned by the company, 
including Aba Brewery in 1957, 
Kaduna Brewery in 1963, and 
Ibadan Brewery in 1982. In 
September 1993, the company 
acquired its fifth brewery in 
Enugu, and in October 2003, its 
sixth brewery, sited at Ameke 
in Enugu. Ama Brewery began 
brewing on the 22 March 2003 
and at 3 million hectolitres is 
the largest brewery in Nigeria. 
Operations at Enugu brewery 
were discontinued in 2004, while 

the company acquired a malting 
Plant in Aba in 2008.

In October 2011, Nigerian 
Breweries acquired majority 
equity interests in Sona Systems 
Associates Business Management 
Limited, (Sona Systems) and Life 
Breweries Limited from Heineken 
N.V. This followed Heineken’s 
acquisition of controlling interests 
in five breweries in Nigeria from 
Sona Group in January 2011.

Sona Systems’ two breweries 
in Ota and Kaduna, and Life 
Breweries in Onitsha have 
now become part of Nigerian 
Breweries Plc, together with the 
three brands: Goldberg lager, 
Malta Gold and Life Continental 
lager.

In D e c emb er 31st 2014, 
Nigerian Breweries Plc completed 
the merger with Consolidated 
Breweries Plc which added the 
three breweries in Ijebu-ode, 
Awo-Omama and Makurdi to 
the company and also with the 
brands 33 Export Lager, Williams 
Dark Ale, Turbo King Stout, 
More Lager, Breezer, Himalt and 
Maltex(the first Nigerian malt 
drink).

In November 2015, Nigerian 
B r e w e r i e s  l a u n c h e d  t h e 
international brand Strongbow 
cider which makes it the first in 
Nigeria to produce and bottle the 
cider category beverage.

Nigerian Breweries Plc now has 
ten operational breweries from 
which its products are distributed 
to all parts of Nigeria, in addition 
to the malting plants in Aba and 
Kaduna. Nigerian Breweries also 
supports operations in Champion 
Breweries Plc, Uyo.

hitherto had rested in their oars 
after obtaining the family receipt 
from the selling families and felt 
they were done. Those series were 
a huge exposé on the infallible 
importance of the Title Deed far 
more than just owning the prop-
erty. In furtherance to this, we did 
other series that totally awaken the 
property owner and sensitise then 
on the germane importance of have 
their Title properly perfected. Since 
then, we have had very positive 
feedback from those that bothered 
to revert to us on the peace of mind 
they have started to enjoy as soon 
as they started to; or have even con-
clusively perfected their various 
Title Deeds. This truly is good news.

On this series, we are taking a 
very specific look on the Survey 
Plan. We have decided to do this in 
response to rising enquiries in this 
direction of late. In the cause of the 

various enquiries directed to us, 
majority asked the question: ‘What 
is the importance of a survey plan 
in land ownership?’

The survey plan’s primary pur-
pose is to prove the specific and 
detailed identity of a specific parcel 
of land which comes readily handy 
in the advent of a dispute arising 
in respect of same. A survey plan 
becomes of utmost importance for 
any success to be achieved in any 
land litigation. Applicant seeking 
for a court’s declaration of title to 
land has a major responsibility 
to show with strict certainty, the 
area of land being claimed. If this 
is not proven beyond reasonable 
doubt his claim would be at risk of 
being thrown out by the presiding 
judge. In view of this, a land survey 
plan which is a specialised map of 
a parcel of land, created by thor-
oughly examining and measuring 

the property is very important. 
The Survey plan helps to determine 
and delineate the very location, 
landmarks and boundaries of a 
land, building locations, physical 
features and other items of sterling 
importance. A survey is certainly 
more than a Surveyor’s diagram of 
the property; A land survey plan is 
an important legal document that 
displays the exact legal borders of 
the property and applicable aspects 
of the registered title. For a Survey 
Plan to have Legal impetus, it must 
be drawn by a Licensed pursuant 
to Section 2 of the Survey Act more 
specifically described as means a 
“The Surveyors Registration Coun-
cil Act of Nigeria”

The purpose of a survey plan 
in a land dispute is to show graphi-
cally the morphology of an area in 
dispute, its extent and size. Where a 
plaintiff desires to draw up or cause 
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to be drawn up a survey plan show-
ing the land in dispute, such a plan 
must show clearly the dimensions 
of the land, the boundaries and 
other salient features. That is how 
delicate a survey plan can be.

 



‘Newly-invented lighting system, Gravitylight, 
will save off-grid rural Africans’  

What is your takeaway from Kenya? 
I  am taking Gravitylight home, 

(..Laughs). I am taking home much that 
I met in Daraja Girls (Baribor, Nanyuki 
region) as well. I never knew that such 
a facility existed. It’s not enough to just 
equip girls with theories and formula in 
text books; but there is something called 
social life. In Nigeria we call it ‘Street 101’. I 
think these girls are being trained in that; 
how to speak freely and respectively; 
how to be strong yet mild. They are not 
just passing through school but school is 
also passing through them. I have taken 
pictures of each of the pillars that they 
stand by. I feel much empowered by now.

 

Y
ou seem to have melted into 
the Kenyan groove, their flow 
and life, how did you easily 
do that and how do you feel 
now? 

(Laughs –) I feel at home. I think the 
more I travel around, especially around 
Africa, I get the feeling that it should be 
one country, though it’s too big to be. I see 
the same people, same un-tarred roads, 
the same thatched roofs, same clothes, 
same problems everywhere, same joy, 
and same music. It’s very easy to go to any 
African country and feel at home.  

What are you telling Kenyans about 
Gravitylight? 

I am encouraging them to use it, espe-
cially those that really need it, because I 
don’t think using candles and kerosene 
lanterns are amazing choices. In health 
and cost, it is better, safe, totally more 
affordable and long lasting. 

Also, the inventor (Jim Reeves) says 
the total power from one GravityLight is 
about a tenth of a watt. Advancements 
in LED technology and efficiency now 
mean that this small amount of power 
can generate enough light reading and 
doing things such as homework. Grav-
ityLight is over five times brighter than 
a kerosene lamp.

Now, with no running costs, Gravity-
Light will pay for itself within three and 
six months of switching from kerosene, 
saving families money thereafter. I am 
telling them that GravityLight is being 
launched first in their own homeland 
and this is said to be done using a sus-
tainable economic model that creates 
jobs, enhances skills and improves liveli-
hoods. You will recall that Shell and the 
GravityLight Foundation are for the first 
time bringing more than 3,000 units of 
light special lighting devices to families 
in Kenya, where almost 80 per cent of the 
population live with no access to electric-
ity. GravityLight therefore offers a clean, 
safe, affordable and reliable alternative 
to other fuel sources including kerosene 
lamps, which are used in homes by mil-
lions of families in Africa. 

The inventors have made us under-
stand that the low-carbon innovation 
does not need batteries or sunlight and 
costs nothing to run. It works by con-
necting an elevated bag filled with 12kg 
of rocks or sand to a pulley system. I have 
personally tried it and each time the 
weight descends to the ground it powers 
a generator to create 20 minutes of light. 
This is what I am telling Kenyans about 
this rare lighting opportunity at their 
doorsteps.  

And how are they receiving the mes-
sage?

 You have gone round with us from the 
outskirts of Nairobi to as far up central 
as the communities in Nanyuki, and you 
saw the huge crowd and great enthusi-
asm on rural people. It is amazing, it is 
inspiring. 

Do you think this kind of technology 
has a future, to convince you to be the 
ambassador, the face of the invention? 

Yes, I believe Gravitylight has a future 
in Africa. In Nigeria, we do not use kero-
sene but rechargeable lights, but here is 
what does not need kerosene or battery. 

To charge, you need light, but this one, all 
you need is weight, stone. You just pull 
and pull. On a lighter note, if I may say, 
a student can even put his or her books 
inside if it can fit in. I think it’s a fantastic 
choice for Africa. All that is needed is 
availability.  

What assurances have they given you 
that this would come to Nigeria? 

Well, you know how they say, nothing 
is free. In other to manufacture this, much 
money is needed for production, etc. As 
we heard from the inventors and Shell, 
they say they are using Kenya as a test 
market, to see if it can fly, and how people 

accept it commercially. There is test-
market going on. You can get an idea how 
it can fly in Nigeria and in other places. 
Everything starts gradually, you know. 

In your songs you try to weave the 
concepts of Nigeria, one African such 
that other tribes in Nigeria and Africa 
pick things they relate with and flow 
with your songs and steps, what is your 
message for African integration? 

I see a United Africa, one day some 
day. I really think time has come. People 
should put their personal interests away 
and be more selfless and make this dream 
come true. 
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Nigerian singer Yemi Alade, now one of the six ambassadors of a newly invented and soon-to-be marketed lighting system, Gravitylight, is right now in Kenya spreading the 
message of light in every home. She has joined what is making waves in East Africa called ‘the 50-night tour of Kenya’ to highlight the benefits GravityLight will bring to families 
in that country. The music sensation is telling Kenyans how she grew up without access to energy and spent years studying by candlelight or kerosene lamp. She has now 
united with Shell and the Gravitylight Foundation in a new project (#makethefuture) to shine a light on not only rooms but on the lives of young Kenyan girls as well as drawing 
attention to the need for worldwide access to more and cleaner energy. In an exclusive interview on her mission in Kenya, Alade told IGNATIUS CHUKWU that Gravitylight was 
the answer to the darkness engulfing over 550 million Africans, and talked about her eagerness for the technology to make its way to Nigeria. 

Yemi Alade...doing her business

G
lobacom has thrown its weight 
behind the new value payment 
solution, mCash, recently launched 
by the Nigerian Inter-Bank Settle-

ment System (NIBSS) in collaboration with 
financial institutions and telecoms operators 
in the country.

 The innovation is aimed at making 
e-payment easily accessible to peasants, 
petty-traders, Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) and other low income 
earners who carry out their transactions 
in cash through the services of telecoms 
operators.

The next generation telecoms company 
said its advanced network is well positioned 
to accommodate the new payment system. 
Esaie Diei, Globacom’s head, Mobile Money 
Financial Business, praised the initiative 
and commended NIBSS for a solution that 
is geared towards the cashless policy and 

mCash will help realise govt’s cashlite policy – Glo
financial inclusion drive of the Central Bank 
of Nigeria.

He underscored Globacom’s efforts at 
helping to realise the Federal Government’s 
initiatives especially the company’s drive at 
financial inclusion of the unbanked masses 
through its mobile banking technology. “This 
is why we invested in a dynamic and se-
cured USSD Gateway for Financial services 
to which mCash is connected. Glo Subscrib-
ers are, therefore, assured of a very efficient 
and robust system on the network”, he said. 

Diei revealed that Globacom would do 
everything to support the convenience and 
ease of making payment, especially with the 
mCash policy, and is proud to be associated 
with it.

While unveiling the mCash solution, 
Adebisi Shonubi, chief executive officer of 
NIBSS, explained that the scheme was de-

veloped to make digital payment available 
to a large number of people who transact 
their businesses with raw cash every day. 

He described mCash as the most conve-
nient and cost effective solution to address 
low value payment nationwide because it 
leverages the networks of telecom operators 
which already have nationwide coverage. 

Shonubi said that mCash credits the 
merchant instantly as against the current 
payment system which allows 24 hours’ 
settlement. 

 Joe Obogo, principal manager, Banking 
and Payment Systems Department of CBN, 
who represented the Director, Banking and 
Payment System, extolled NIBSS for such a 
solution to delayed payments and for mak-
ing it available to all. He opined that a joint 
operation of the banks and telecoms com-
panies would guarantee optimum output 
for the industry.
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Chivita’s Happy Hour wears new look

F
or many influential 
brands, the need to 
keep evolving in order 
to stay relevant and 

top-of-mind with consumers 
cannot be overemphasized. 
Brands adopt varying strate-
gies including rebranding, 
repackaging and redesigning 
to retain consumer appeal. It 
is in this light that CHI Lim-
ited recently re-launched its 
Chi Happy Hour fruit drink, 
and rebranded it as “Happy 
Hour by Chivita” Fruit Drink.
Happy Hour fruit drink now 
comes in new refreshing 
packs, with exciting new fea-
tures that are appealing and 
distinct, a new logo and a new 
brand name “Happy Hour by 
Chivita” Fruit Drink.

The new design is stylish 
and comes in vibrant and 
unique colours of peach, 
purple, blue, lime green and 
groovy red. The colourful 
packs use storytelling and 
hashtags to communicate 
effortlessly with the con-
sumer and are emblazoned 
with interesting visuals that 
delight the eyes. This visual 
communication is a great as-

set to help connect with con-
sumers, reinforce personality 
of the brand and deepen the 
brand’s story.

In line with the brand’s 
aspirational and trendy out-
look, every variant pack of 
the new Happy Hour by 
Chivita Fruit Drinktells a 
unique story of excitement 
and adventure. For instance, 
consumers can enjoy visu-
als of a camera, road and 
car with the #wanderlust 
hashtag or microphone, disc 
jockey and sunglasses with 

#partymode hashtag as well 
as guitar, trumpet and mu-
sical notes with #nonstop 
hashtag, among others.Each 
variant pack shares images 
that consumers can easily 
relate to in times of refresh-
ment as they continue to 
enjoy the fruity goodness 
every pack offers.

With attractive variant 
names like SplashingApple 
Peach Pear, Groovy Kiwi Mint 
Lime, Peach Pop, Totally Tropi-
cal and Guava Cheer, that con-
notes excitement and satisfac-
tion, Happy Hour by Chivita 
Fruit Drink fully reflects its 
positioning as the best choice 
for fruity natural refreshment 
at all times.

Deepanjan Roy, Manag-
ing Director, Chi Limited 
notes that “Our brands’ mes-
sages are clear, concise and 
direct. Indeed, behind the 
Happy Hour by Chivita Fruit 
Drinkname,the new package 
designs and the advertising 
campaign, is a strong, simple 
message, that effectively com-
municates the core value of 
the brand as a tasty fruity 
drink that is guaranteed to 
keep the consumer refreshed 
and satisfied. 

Daniel Obi T
he Consumer Tech-
nology Association 
(CTA) has recognized 
LG Electronics for 

groundbreaking innovations 
in technology and design 
with 21 CES 2017 Innovation 
Awards, including recogni-
tion for the company’s ultra-
premium LG Signature prod-
uct portfolio, OLED TV and 
the high performance LG V20 
multimedia Smartphone. This, 
according to a report marks 
the fifth consecutive year that 
LG OLED TVs have received 
a CES Innovation Award, the 
official industry recognition 
for the most innovative prod-
ucts introduced at the largest 
annual consumer technology 
trade show.

 “CES 2017 also marks the 
50th anniversary of the world’s 
largest tech trade show, which 
LG and its Zenith subsidiary 
have been a part of since its 
founding in 1967. LG was recog-
nized in 11 highly competitive 
categories including Home Ap-
pliances, Home Audio & Video 
Components and Accessories, 
Wireless Handsets, Wireless 
Handset/Accessories, Video 
Displays, Smart Home, Head-
phones, Tech for a Better World, 
Eco-Design/Sustainable Tech-

lG gets 21 CeS 2017 innovation awards

nologies, Portable Media Play-
ers, and Computer Peripherals. 
The award-winning products 
will be exhibited at CES 2017 
in Las Vegas from January 5-8, 
2017”.

 Sponsored by CTA and 
endorsed by the Industrial 
Designers Society of America, 
CES Innovation Awards are 
selected annually by a panel 
of esteemed industry design-
ers, engineers and journalists 
who judge submissions on a 
variety of criteria which span 
user value, aesthetics, innova-
tive design, quality and contri-
butions to quality of life.

 Could you give us Tecno 
operation after 10 years in Ni-
gerian market?

I
n the past ten years, we 
leveraged our strategies 
to remain relevant in Ni-
gerian mobile market. It 
is called Glocal, we think 

global and act local. Also, we 
are taking strength in the 
quality of products that we 
are producing; we are trying 
to create a lot of value in the 
products that we are putting 
in the hands of the consumers 
of our products. Our products 
are designed with Nigerian 
consumers in mind. We are 
strong in the African market 
because we understand the 
preferences and the consumer 
needs in the African market. 
Nigeria being a key market in 
Africa, we are paying a lot of 
attention to it.

What has been the rela-
tionship with consumers?

We have our research and 
development team always 
around taking feedback 
about our products from our 
end users and we try to pro-
duce phones that are tailored 
towards what the Nigerian 
consumer needs. However, 
don’t forget that our prod-
ucts, both our feature and 
smart phones come with 
whole lots of features that 
are comparable to our global 
competitors, yet people don’t 
have to rip their pockets to 
purchase these products. 
They are very affordable mo-
bile devices. This has made it 

our consumers normally will 
change their phones at least 
twice a year, but everything 
has changed now. Consum-
ers now want more affordable 
phones. The economic reces-
sion has affected our sales, 
consumers now go for feature 
phones and smart phones be-
tween the range of N25,000 
and N30,000.

What is Tecno’s long term 
market strategy in Nigeria?

Nigeria is one of our big-
gest markets in the continent, 
so we are committed to creat-
ing employment and contrib-
uting our quota to economic 
growth. Tecno has developed a 
blueprint of long term strategy 
in the market and in years to 
come we will be implement-
ing this strategy to sustain our 
market dominance. 

What are your plans on  af-
ter sales service?

We are aware that after 
sales service is key and win-
ning factor, since we entered 
into Nigeria mobile market, 

possible for Nigerians to have 
access to products that are 
able to help them to do what-
ever they want to do on their 
mobile phones. These are the 
factors that have brought us 
to the level we are in today.

Could you talk about Tecno  
products and  quality?

Tecno products are made 
with quality materials; these 
products also undergo all sorts 
of approval processes through 
the regulatory bodies and gov-
ernment agencies in the coun-
try before they are sold in the 
Nigerian mobile device mar-
ket. So, before these phones 
are sold, we carry out a lot of 
quality assurance tests on the 
products, to make sure that we 
are not bringing substandard 
products into the Nigerian mo-
bile market while keeping our 
products affordable. We want 
to see that more Nigerians use 
quality and affordable mobile 
devices to enhance their life-
style wherever they are and in 
whatever they do.

Would you say that eco-
nomic recession has affected  
sales of mobile devices in the 
market

Nigerian economy is fac-
ing very big challenge, it is 
obvious because the prices of 
phones have increased and the 
demand for smartphones has 
drastically decreased. Before, 

so our partner for after sales 
service is Carl care. We have 
over 95 centers in Nigeria with 
over 100 well trained engi-
neers to deal with after sales 
services. We also have 12 plus 
one month’s warranty for our 
products and we make sure 
that any problem with Tecno 
products is resolved within 72 
hours.

Could let us in to your  Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
initiatives?

In January 2014, TECNO 
ran a campaign called “Talk 
and Clean” in a bid to reduce 
e-waste in Computer Village 
in Lagos. This year, we com-
missioned another CSR Proj-
ect,  Light up Ikeja project  
with 88 solar powered iflux 
streetlights. We also provided 
educational materials and sta-
tioneries to pupils from public 
schools in Lagos and offered 
N100,000 scholarships each to 
top 3 performing kids in school 
ahead of the 2016 Children’s 
Day celebration.

Our strength in African market is driven 
by consumer insight, says Tecno manager
Nigeria’s multibillion dollar Smartphone market has received substantial boost in the last 10 years with entry 
of more players. For instance, within the same period, one of the global phone manufacturers, Tecno has 
succeeded in deepening its share of the market with affordable phones. Recently, the smart phone maker 
unveiled Phantom 6 in the international market, a development that was welcomed by consumers. In an 
interview recently with journalists,  Eason Duan, Country General Manager, Tecno Mobile assessed the 
company’s success story in Africa. He also looked at the challenges of recession on the phone market. Excerpts.

 Eason Duan



S
ome people are for-
tunate enough to 
b e b orn with sil-
ver spoons in their 
mouths while others 
have to work excep-

tionally hard to purchase one 
for themselves.

Emem Okon, a 33-year 
woman, fell into the latter 
category. The eldest child in 
a family of eight children, 
Emem who grew up in the 
midst of extreme poverty says 
her parents drummed it into 
her ears quite early that she 
had to work twice as hard as 
privileged children to probably 
get half of what they have and 
this she says stuck in her brain 
for long time.

Emem began, “I can remem-
ber quite vividly while grow-
ing up, my mother would al-
ways drag me inside our one 
room whenever I’m playing 
with my peers most of who 
were from wealthy or middle-
class homes and remind me 
why I need to study hard. She 
said those kids can afford to 
play their entire life because 
their future was secured but 
I cannot do that because they 
were steps ahead of me.”

For someone who came 
from a state stereotyped as one 
that breeds housemaids, gate-
men, cooks and drivers, Emem 
was determined to change the 
course of their lives and this 
she did by devoting her entire 
spare time to her studies.

“I knew where I was coming 
from and I decided on where I 
wanted to go. My mother was 
a cook and I had no plans of 
taking after her profession. I 
wanted something better than 
the menial jobs my people were 
known for, not just for myself 
but to improve the life of my 
family members,’’ Emem said.

Emem observed that the 
rich does not necessarily work 
harder than the poor and as 
such she said her little mind 
could not understand why 
her parents who engaged in 
strenuous jobs earned little.

As a small child in primary 
six, Emem watched her parents 
struggle and sweat all day only 
to come home with meagre 
income that could barely take 
care of the family needs. She 
noticed that the rich people 
just like the ones her parents 
worked for, just cross their legs 
and gave orders while sipping 
their cup of tea. Emem wanted 
their life, money and she was 
ready to work hard to get there.

“The only way for a poor 
soul like me was to read my 
way up there and that I was 

prepared for,” Emem said.
Emem’s father promised to 

make sure she gets the best 
education possible but he nev-
er lived to fulfill his promise 
as death came calling earlier 
than they imagined making 
life even more difficult than it 
was for them.

Emem was preparing for 
her Junior Secondary School 
examination when her father 
died. Emem’s father had an ac-
cident while he was on duty. 
Life became so tough for them 
because her mother was earn-
ing so little compared to her 
Dad and it was the resources 
that were coming in from her 
father that had sustain them all 
those while.

After struggling to complete 
her secondary school educa-
tion, Emem could not proceed 
to the university because the 
resources to get her were not 
available. She had to get a job to 
save up some money for school 
and also support the family.

“I passed my secondary 
school examinations at one 
sitting but there was no money 
to further my education. I got 
a teaching job in one private 
school close to my house and 
with the small salary I got from 
there, I helped my mother take 
care of my younger ones,” she 
said.

Two years after working 
as a primary school teacher, 
Emem’s mother who was now 
a trader decided it was time 

for Emem to go back to school 
but on the condition that she 
sees her other siblings through 
school upon graduation.

“After thinking about our 
condition, my mother told me 
to buy JAMB so I can go back 
to school. We agreed that once 
I’m done with school, I will 
help her train my brothers and 
sisters.

“I got admission into one 
of the federal universities in 
the country to study Banking 
and Finance, with the dream 
of working in one of the good 
banks in the country. It was re-
ally difficult for me to survive 
in school with the money I 
was getting from home. I had 
to start braiding student’s hair 
mostly on Saturdays and Sun-
days to make more money for 
hand-outs and other needs”

“I was posted to Benue State 
and I prayed to serve with any 
bank because I heard most 
people are lucky enough to 
be retained after service but I 
ended up serving in a second-
ary school in village. I had no 
problem with food because 
the students showered me 
and other teachers with most 
of their farm produce so I sent 
money half of my money home 
every month as soon as I got 
the alert,” she said.

After youth service, she 
combed the streets of Port 
Harcourt looking for Jobs but 
when she could not find her 
desired job, she ended up with 

the one that was available.
“I left Benue State for Port 

Harcourt in Rivers State two 
days after collecting my dis-
charge certificate and imme-
diately started job hunting. 
I’ve always wanted to work in 
a bank but when the bank job 
was not forthcoming, I started 
teaching again but this time in 
a secondary school. The salary 
was okay for a single person 
but not someone like me that 
had so many responsibilities,” 
she recounted.

Faced with the task of tak-
ing care of her siblings, Emem 
resigned after teaching for 
four months with the decision 
to travel to Lagos in search of 
greener pastures.

“While I was going around 
submitting my CV in different 
companies, most of them told 
me that they would get back 
to me after hearing from their 
head office in Lagos. I’ve heard 
stories about Lagos and the 
opportunities inherent in that 
city so I told my Mum about 
my plans and she said I can stay 
with her friend pending the 
time I get a place of my own.”

The next day after Emem 
touched Lagos, she was every-
where submitting her résumé 
with the hope that one of the 
companies would call her soon. 
Heaven smiled on her and the 
interviews soon came rolling 
in.

One of the companies she 
submitted her résumé invited 

‘It’s always darkest before the dawn’
her for interview after which 
she was offered a job. The take 
home was huge and she wasted 
no time in sharing the good 
news with her family whose 
joy knew no bounds.

“I got a text message to come 
for an interview in a company 
on Lagos Island and this was 
one job I prayed to get because 
the salary was inviting as 
one of the staff told me. I did 
my best during test and oral 
interview, and was called to 
come and pick up my letter of 
appointment. My mum was so 
happy when I told her about 
the job because her business 
was not generating as much 
money as before.

Less than two weeks after 
working in her new office, she 
was shocked beyond words 
when her boss told her she has 
to be his mistress and when 
she shook her head, he said 
her days in the company are 
numbered.

“My boss sent for me one 
morning and told me he want-
ed us to start going out and 
when I refused he said I cannot 
continue working with them. 
I felt very bad hearing it then 
because I’ve already wasted 
so much money on transport 
moving to and fro from Agege 
to Lagos Island for almost two 
weeks.

“It’s easy to condemn and 
talk ill about ladies who give in 
to temptations like this when 
you’re not in their shoes. If 
not because of my upbringing, 
I was tempted at some point 
for the sake of my family but 
after weighing what I will gain 
against what I will lose, I dis-
covered that it was not worth 
the try,” she said.

T h e  n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s 
marked the phase of another 
trying period for Emem who 
besides taking care of her per-
sonal needs had her family to 
worry about.

“When I got home that fate-
ful day, I decided that I was no 
longer going back to that office. 
I went through a lot in the 
university and I never for once 
thought about cheapening my-
self to get what I needed. So, I 
cannot afford to do that now,’’ 
she recounted.

The patient dog they say 
eats the fattest bone, Emem 
finally got her dream job in one 
of the biggest banks in Nigeria 
with a fat salary and other 
mouth-watering benefits to go 
with it.

Looking back, she said she 
was glad she never compro-
mised on her values and she 
encourages everyone to work 
hard and keep their heads up 
because hard work still pays 
in the end.
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Jungle justice: Is Nigeria living in the Stone Age?

I
t was midday on a sunny Sat-
urday when Akanimo Akpan 
drove his elder sister Uduak to 
the ever busy Oyingbo market, 
in Ebutte Metta area of Lagos 

State for her monthly grocery shop-
ping. As previously agreed between 
the siblings, Akanimo was to stay by 
the car and receive the goods since 
the sister had to move around the 
different sections of the market to 
get what she needed.

Uduak had done three trips 
to the car and was on the last lap 
which was to buy fresh meat and 
that would take some time and 
bargaining, so Akanimo decided to 
stand beside another car which was 
close to the road so he could view the 
street activities.

It wasn’t long when a young lad 
came towards the car on the op-
posite side of where Akanimo was 
standing and instantly engaged 
him in conversation about football 
and some chitchat. After which 
the stranger went towards the car, 
brought out something from his 
pockets, opened the car door and 
picked some things that were inside 
the car. At that moment a family was 
heading their way, on sighting the 
guy beside the open car started yell-
ing; “Thief! Catch him, thief, thief!!”

The young lad took to his heels 
with his loot, leaving behind a 
perplexed Akanimo who by this 
time had been descended upon by 
a mob. Instant punches, blows and 
kicks were landing on him from 
every angle, others who could not 
easily access him, pelted him with 
stones and every heavy thing they 
could lay their hands on; even the 
policemen in uniform joined in the 
fray. His attempt to explain fell on 
deaf ears, as no one was willing to 
listen to him.

Salvation came to him at the 
nick of time when Uduak his sister 
retuned with her purchase, only to 
find her brother being assaulted and 
mistaken for a thief!

She had to make her way to-
wards another policeman who was 
further from the scene to explain 
what was happening and thank-
fully he followed her to the raucous 
scene to rescue Akanimo who was 
by then almost unconscious.

The policeman asked what hap-
pened and he was told the boy was 
a thief and that he and his pals had 
robbed a parked car and made away 
with phones and other valuables. 
Asked if any phone or any of the 
items were found on Akanimo, no 
one could respond as they had not 
searched him or bothered to ask him 
any questions.

That was how Akanimo escaped 
being killed by mob action for a 
crime he knew nothing about and 
ended up spending almost a week 
in hospital.

Last week, a  gory picture of a 
young boy, brutalised and set ablaze 
by a mob was making the rounds on 
social media and the story accom-
panying it was that the 7 year-old 
stole garri (a cassava staple) because 
he was hungry. But this story was 
countered as someone posted the 
same pictures, claiming that it was a 
previous incident and that the boy in 

question stole phones and attempted 
to kill three people. But the question 
that was raised by some was “how 
was that possible when he didn’t 
have a gun”?

There were others who also 
expressed worries about the trend 
they termed “sad state” in which 
Nigeria has been operating in for 
a long time, and noted that jungle 
justice is not a new development in 
the country but a terrible relic from 
the past which has refused to fade 
away or be relegated to realms of 
history just like slave trade.

Four years ago, precisely on Oc-
tober 5, 2012 the country woke up 
to the shocking news of how four 
undergraduates of the University 
of Port Harcourt were burnt alive by 
an angry mob after being beaten and 
battered. Different accounts of what 
could have caused their death have 
made the rounds since the brutal 
killing with some tagging them 
‘cultist’. According to some students 
of the university, the boys were al-
legedly on ‘assignment’ to compel 
a member of their group to pay his 
dues. Student sources said when the 
deceased students and their friend 
allegedly got to the one they went to 
meet and he said he had no money. 
They then reportedly made attempt 
to go with his laptop and blackberry 
phone, an act that forced him to raise 
an alarm, branding them thieves. In 
seconds, youths rounded them up.

But some other students dis-
missed that. They said if the four 
had been cultists their group should 
have rushed to rescue them since the 
incident happened in the university 
community.

“There was enough time for 
rescue. Again those holding them 
had no weapon. A few of their men, 
if they were cultists would come, 
shot into the air to rescue them. 
They were not cultists,” a security 
expert said.

A third view was that one of the 
students paid for accommodation 
which he never got at the time he 

was promised.  After he had made 
alternative arrangement he tried 
getting his money back from the 
person he paid to. But all his efforts 
were fruitless. He then enlisted three 
of his friends and one other person to 
accompany him to the community 
to demand for the money.  They 
allegedly got to the debtor’s house 
in the early hours of the day and 
an argument reportedly ensued 
when the debtor said he had no 
money. The creditor, according to the 
sources, then insisted he would take 
the debtor’s laptop and phone and 
release them only after his money 
has been paid.  This allegedly did 
not go down well with the debtor 
whom the sources said immediately 
raised alarm branding the guys as 
thieves and in seconds they were 
rounded up. The fifth person they 
reportedly brought to assist them 
recover the money allegedly had a 
gun unknown to them. He report-
edly shot into the air to ward off 
arrest and escape leaving the four 
others behind.

In the judgment of many, the Po-
lice also have explanations to make 
on why they could not rescue the 
victims. The time between when 
they were allegedly apprehended 
and when they were finally mur-
dered, some said was enough for 
the Police to effectively act to save 
the lives of the foursome from the 
horrendous experience they went 
true before they gave up the ghosts.

What appears clear in all the 
angles that have been touted ac-
cording to security experts is that the 
Aluu4 were not robbers. As it stands, 
speculations would continue to fly 
until the police come out with its 
findings on what led to their deaths. 
Though much condemnation trailed 
the barbaric manner the foursome 
was murdered, justice is yet to be 
served till date; with many Nigerians 
saying that as a matter of urgency, 
something drastic has to be done to 
curtail this misnomer.

Adeoye Are, an Ilorin-based legal 

are mostly in favour of the use of 
self-help measures such as lynch-
ing to death of criminals caught 
committing crime no matter how 
petty or minor the alleged offence is 
because there’s a widespread percep-
tion among a majority of Nigerians 
that there is a high likelihood that a 
crime suspect can bribe his way out 
of police custody and would even 
become more vicious and daring 
therefore it is better to end the life 
of such a criminal once and for all to 
save the society from the harmful 
effects of harbouring a vicious rob-
ber,” Emmanuel Onwubiko, head of 
Human Rights Writers Association 
of Nigeria, explained in a report

According to him, “Such is the 
shocking acceptability of jungle 
justice among Nigerians that one is 
left to wonder whether we can truly 
regard ourselves as enlightened and 
civilised when we will rather than 
stick to the prescribed rules on law 
enforcement, we would go for primi-
tive lynching, mob injustice of killing 
alleged criminal suspects”.

But the question some Nigerians 
are asking is, “If indeed such a law or 
bill is enacted, which law enforce-
ment agency will be saddled with 
the responsibility of enforcement? 
Because in several instances when 
such jungle justice has been meted 
out, the police who are supposed to 
uphold the law are seen partaking 
in the sordid act, aiding and abetting 
such perpetrators”.

Their view they say is that like in 
the case of the Allu4, where a video 
footage showed a police man hitting 
the victims with the butt of a rifle, 
several such incidences abound. 
They are perplexed because the case 
has lasted four years and has barely 
begun. “The bereaved families and 
general public have every cause to 
worry because the longer criminal 
cases last in Nigeria the feebler 
their prosecution, said one of such 
Nigerian”.

“But no reason can truly justify 
the callous and heinous act of burn-
ing a human being alive while others 
watch and applaud the barbaric act. 
Onlookers and bystanders have 
their conscience seared to the point 
where they take pictures and do 
video recording while an individual 

practitioner, recently called on the 
National Assembly to facilitate a bill 
against jungle justice to serve as de-
terrent to perpetrators, stating that it 
was important due to the increased 
cases of such crimes in the country.

“The rising cases of jungle justice 
are becoming worrisome and it is 
better our lawmakers move a bill 
against such. People have to be 
punished for taking laws into their 
hands because we are in a sane 
society. I think it is until it is formally 
made illegal and perpetrators get 
punished for it before they take 
the campaign against it seriously,’’ 
Are said.

He described the act as purely 
man’s inhumanity to fellow man 
which should be discouraged, stating 
that; “No matter the kind of grievous 
act anybody might have done, no 
one deserves to die by beating and 
burning to death. And those that 
engage in such are not in any way 
better than the so called criminals 
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because they have also committed a 
crime by taking lives. So, it behoves on 
the lawmakers to help us out on this”.

“Crime statisticians and psycholo-
gists have adduced the lack of effi-
cient and effective policing in Nigeria 
as the clearest reason for the spread 
in the practice and acceptance of 
mob justice or what has come to be 
known as jungle justice. People af-
fected by crime and their relations 

who could very well be their brother 
or sister is being burnt alive; writh-
ing in pain and agony, screaming as 
the hot flames scorch their entire 
body, separating flesh from bone! 
What a callous, wicked, evil and 
mean way to take a life”, lamented 
Uduak Akpan, Akanimo’s sister who 
is yet to recover from the shock of 
her brother, Akanimo’s near death 
experience.
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I
f you count Afri-
ca’s richest man, 
A l i k o D a n g o t e , 
among your clos-

est friends, conversa-
tions about how to 
grow wealth when the 
“Africa rising” narra-
tive has faded away are 
more important than 
ever. However, Tony 
Elumelu, an entrepre-
neur, is in it for the long 
haul despite the wan-
ing sentiment.

When he started the 
Tony Elumelu Founda-
tion Entrepreneurship 
Programme after he 
left the banking indus-
try in 2010, Elumelu 
had a clear mission: 
to empower 10,000 
entrepreneurs across 
Africa in 10 years and 
invest US$100 million 
in training and mentor-
ing them.

Elumelu, who is also 
the chairman of Ni-
gerian-listed United 
Bank for Africa (UBA) 

and hospitality group 
Trans c orp, b elieves 
he can develop Africa 
by empowering other 
countries on the con-
tinent.

“If I, and other suc-
cessful Africans, don’t 
step up and help repli-
cate and multiply our-
selves by helping to 
create 1,000 other Tony 
Elumelus and UBAs, 
and maybe Africa’s 
Steve Jobs, the conti-
nent will not achieve 
its development aspira-
tions,” says Elumelu.

He says one of the 
hurdles to doing busi-
ness in Africa is that 
laws don’t yet exist to 
support and protect 
intellectual property in 
emerging sectors such 
as information & com-
munications technol-
ogy and the creative 
industries. “We chose to 
focus on entrepreneur-
ship as the vehicle to 
promote the econom-

ic-opportunity side of 
the development coin. 
Entrepreneurship en-
ables one to be indepen-
dent of governments 

and people’s charity, 
and to create jobs for 
others in a way that 
is sustainable and will 
have a multiplier ef-

fect,” says Elumelu. The 
businessman, who de-
scribes himself as a 
“pan-African investor 
and a citizen of 54 Af-
rican countries”, led 
the largest merger in 
the banking sector in 
sub-Saharan Africa, be-
tween Standard Trust 
Bank and UBA.

When Elumelu took 
control of UBA, it oper-
ated in a single country. 
Today, it can be found 
in cities in 19 African 
countries, as well as, in 
New York, London and 
Paris.

Elumelu’s approach 
to doing business in Af-
rica is based on what he 
calls “Africapitalism”: 
the private sector’s 
commitment to the 
economic transforma-
tion of Africa through 
investments that gen-
erate both economic 
prosperity and social 
wealth.

“I may be biased, but 

I believe that entre-
preneurs can have the 
greatest effect on de-
velopment, and I am 
putting $100 million 
on the line to unleash 
entrepreneurs and [af-
firm] my belief in the 
continent,” says Elu-
melu.

Since last year, 50 
South Africans have 
been recipients of his 
foundation’s entrepre-
neurship programme, 
which is hosted annu-
ally in Lagos, Nigeria. 
Elumelu doesn’t have 
business links with SA, 
but he would like to 
forge connections with 
the country in the fu-
ture.

When it comes to 
developing entrepre-
neurs, Elumelu says: 
“Foreign investors can 
never hope to have the 
kind of insights that 
we have, as we were 
born, bred and made 
in Africa.”

Tony Elumelu’s ‘Africapitalism’ is 
unleashing continental entrepreneurs

Foreign investors 
can never hope to 
have the kind of 
insights that we 
have, as we were 

born, bred and 
made in Africa



Miraculous birth of 
Apostle Johnson Suleman

making men to manifest their 
destiny, thereby becoming 
the best that God created 
them to be and reversing the 
wickedness of the enemy. 
Omega Fire Ministries Inter-
national believes in the fire 
operation of the Holy Spirit 
of God which refines, purifies 
and at the same time destroys. 
The mission of Omega Fire 
Ministries International is 
one that believes in judgment 
of God on the wicked. 

The ministry believes that 
the oppressions and demonic 
manipulations are reality; 
they know equally that the 
authority of God’s power is 
more real, and that it is all-
powerful and all-pervading. 
Omega Fire Ministries In-
ternational hold as true the 
belief that all power belongs 
to God and that the devil and 
his cohorts has no scriptural 
right to control and manipu-
late the destinies of the chil-
dren of God. They also believe 
that it is the right of believers 
to live fulfilled life. Conse-
quently, the ministry believes 
it is saddled with the divine 
mandate to restore those di-
vine rights of believers.

Now his life is testimony 
of the goodness and God. 
Today, Apostle Johnson Sule-
man has preached in major 
countries of the world. 

F
ew days after Apos-
tle Johnson Sule-
man, General Over-
seer of Omega Fire 
Ministries Interva-

tional, was born, story has 
it that Prophets travelled all 
the way from Warri in Delta 
State, to Benin in Edo State 
(his place of birth), armed 
with message from God. 

When his parents in-
quired to know what the 
message was all about, they 
were informed that God told 
the Prophets that a prophet 
that would minister in God’s 
presence has been born. But 
Johnson Suleman’s parents 
refused to continue listening 
to the prophets because they 
were Muslims and could not 
understand the possibility of 
their son becoming a Chris-
tian, let alone being Jesus’s 
minister. 

As the young Johnson 
Suleman began to grow, his 
parents observed that he 
was somehow strange in the 
way he did things. He values 
the things of Jesus even as 
he attends the mosque with 

check out what the scriptures 
reveals. Upon opening the 
verse, he saw that it contain 
the following sentence: “How 
God anointed Jesus of Naza-
reth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power: who went about 
doing good and healing all 
that were oppressed of the 
devil, for God was with Him”. 
He then immediately under-
stood that he had just been 
communicated the Mandate 
given to him by God to preach 
his gospel around the world 
with a Power Ministry. It is 
consequent upon the above 
that his ministry, Omega 
Fire Ministries International 
was later born. Omega Fire 
Ministries International ‘s 
website has it that God gave 
His chosen servant, Apostle 
Johnson Suleman, a divine 
mandate to: clean the tears, 
have peoples’s destinies re-
stored by the preaching of 
the word, and bringing into 
manifestation the power 
and reality of the Holy Spir-
it. They maintain that God 
equally instructed His chosen 
Servant to bring to an end, 
the affliction of His people by 
telling him “I am sending you 
with an omega anointing…” 
The Omega Fire Ministries 
International was accord-
ingly brought into existence 
to restore the joy of men, 
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his father. As young as he 
then was, he knew he was 
not in a path he was meant 
to be. While he was doing 
his secondary school in Au-
chi his home town, Johnson 
Suleman had an encounter 
with Jesus Christ Himself but 
he however received a lot of 
pressures that made him to 
withdraw from Christianity 
for a little while.

 However, Johnson Sule-
man later moved to Benin 
City in Edo State, where he 
finally declared for Christ, 
and got reconnected with the 
initial message. Immediately 
after that Johnson Suleman 
started hanging-out with his 
Christian brothers, and ac-
companies them for work of 
evangelism and prayers. On 
June 20, 1994 he got a revela-
tion where he saw the image 
of the globe being given to 
him with a biblical inscrip-
tion of Acts 10:38 written on 
it. Before this happened, he 
had read through the whole 
Bible repeatedly for three 
good times because of his 
unquenchable thirst for Jesus. 
However, all the time he had 
studied the Bible; he never 
gave any particular attention 
to Acts 10:38. Johnson Sule-
man arose from the vision, he 
was so shocked, and immedi-
ately searched for his bible to 



T
he year 1976 was very 
spectacular for students 
and readers of Professor 
Wole Soyinka, Nobel Lau-
reate and foremost Nigeria 

literary icon.  That year witnessed 
the release of ‘Death and the King’s 
Horseman’, an enthralling literary 
and drama masterpiece from the 
stable of the Nobel Laureate.

However, this year marks 40 years 
since Professor Soyinka wrote ‘Death 
and the King’s Horseman’, and stake-
holders in the Nigerian art and 
literary communities are rolling out 
drums in celebration of the drama 
masterpiece.

 Two of such celebrations are Com-
mittee for Relevant Arts (CORA) Arts 
Stampede held at Cinema Hall 1, and 
stage performance of the drama by 
National Troupe of Nigeria at Cinema 
Hall 2, Theatre, Iganmu, Lagos on 
November 20, 2016.

It marvels that after 40 years, Soy-
inka’s works are still relevant and 
could even draw discussions such as 
CORA Art Stampede where  a panel 
led by Ben Tomoloju, a dramatist and 
others including: Tunji Azeez, Temi 
Esan and Segun Adefila discussed on 
the cultural and political importance 
of the drama 40 years after it was 
written.

The members of the panel who 
were all theatre scholars and prac-
titioners have at one time or the 
other engaged ‘Death and the King’s 
Horseman’ in teaching and perfor-
mances, hence were well qualified 
to discuss the text, especially to the 
understanding of the participating 
secondary school students and the 
general public who love to read Soy-
inka’s books.

But beyond CORA’s discussions, the 
National Troupe of Nigeria spiced the 
day and celebration with the need-
ed variety. Moments after the art 
stampede, National Troupe moved 
dignitaries from Cinema Hall 1 to the 
Hall 2 were it staged an enthralling 
performance of  Soyinka’s ‘Death 
and the King’s Horseman’ directed 
by Mike Anyanwu.

From the onset, the troupe made 
up of stellar cast ensured that there 
was no dull moment for the audience 
including Lai Mohammed, Minister 
of Information and Culture. 

From the thoroughbred thespians 
such as Toyin Oshinaike, Yemi Oye-
wo and Lara Akinsola Tom Godwin, 
Segun Dada and Muyiwa Odukale, 
Inna Erezia, Michael Okorie to Aliu 
Lilian, the cast lived up to the audi-
ence and director’s expectations.

Arts
Soyinka’s ‘Death and the King’s Horseman’ 
excites after 40 years
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Of course, regulars at National 
Troupe stage performances also 
spotted out new artistes who took 
advantage of the stage play to show-
case their talents.

Set in the old Oyo Kingdom, ‘Death 
and the King’s Horseman’ empha-
sizes the cultural heritage, which en-
tails a chief to voluntarily die when 
a king passes on. As the drama flows, 
it also showcases the rich cultural 
heritage of the people, especially 
dance and language.

The drama is a historical set during 
the peak of British Colonial Admin-
istration in Nigeria and the Second 
World War of the early 1940s.

As the tradition demands, the 
King’s horseman  known as ‘Elesin 

Oba’ must commit suicide before 
the burial of the late Alafin in order 
for the Elesin’s spirit to precede and 
clear the way for the transition of the 
Alafin’s spirit.

A cultural dialogue ensues when 
information gets to Mr Pilking, the 
British Colonial Administrator who 
sees the age-long tradition as quaint 
and repugnant. His intervention and 
subsequent arrest of the Elesin Oba 
at the climax of the rites of passage 
set off multi-facet tragic trajectories 
and dislocations within the Oyo 
Kingdom. Olunde, the first son of the 
Elesin, a medical student in England 
who returns to bury his father as tra-
dition demands, commits suicide to 
fill the void left by his father’s arrest. 
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But the intrigue for the excited audi-
ence at the Cinema Hall 2, National 
Theatre that evening was Elesin still 
takes his own life in his captivity 
when the natives present the corpse 
of his son to him.

The play seeks to explore the tragic 
consequences associated with dimin-
ished sensibility and understanding 
of the intercultural behavior, com-
munication and tolerance, especially 
during the British Colonial era in 
Nigeria.

The thematic relevance of the play 
in the present day Nigeria where 
youths are adrift in the social media 
could be found in Olunde’s choice of 
honour, self-sacrifice and patriotism 
in contradiction to the Elesin and the 
Pilkings’ arrogance, self-preservation 
and sacrilege.

In his remarks at the end of the 
stage performance, Minister of In-
formation and Culture noted that 
the drama was among the many 
works gave Professor Wole Soyinka 
the enviable recognisition of Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 1986, and the 
first African to be honored in that 
category.

Lai Mohammed commended Soy-
inka’s contributions to the growth 
and development of literature and 
dramatic arts in Nigerian while urg-
ing younger writers to toe his line of 
creativity.

In the same vein, Akin Adejuwon, 
artistic director, National Troupe of 
Nigeria, pledged the Troupe’s sup-
port for further development of the 
arts and theatrical performances in 
Nigeria with more collaborations.
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IBTC goes beyond banking

A
side its traditional business 
of deposit and investment 
banking, Stanbic IBTC Bank 
has thrown its weight be-
hind the arts, especially in 

promotion of visual art, live music and 
fine comedy there by adding values to 
the sector.

Truly, Wednesday November 23, 2016, 
was a lovely evening at Eko Hotel and 
Suites, Lagos for lover s of the arts, live mu-
sic and quality unwinding. That evening, 
Stabic IBTC rolled out drums to entertain 
over 560 guests who were thrilled at the 
Stanbic IBTC 2016 Fine Arts and The Acts 
event.

While inside the hall echoed melodious 
renditions and performances to the excite-
ment of the high-profile guests, behind the 
hall was a breathtaking exhibition that cut 

across different media and spoke volume 
of creative ingenuity of the artists whose 
artworks were on display.

Unlike the usual exhibitions, art lov-
ers at the event were encouraged by the 
organisers not only to visit and see the 
works, but also to patronise the exhibitors’ 
work. Fola Adeola and Adedotun Sulai-
man; two Nigerian art connoisseurs, 
graciously displayed their collections in 
this year’s exhibition.

 Other artists such as J.D. ‘Okhai Ojeik-
ere, Muraina Oyelami, Kainebi Osahenye, 
Jumoke Sanwo, Angela Isiuwe, Gerald 
Chukwuma, Olumide Oresegun, Dipo 
Dorherty and Olufemi Oyewole, whose 
works were featured, made obvious the 
confluence of old and contemporary arts 
and the creative energy that inspires and 
innovates.

Speaking about the function, Sola 
David-Borha, managing director and chief 

The Managing Director told the gather-
ing that the bank, ‘’believes that to provide 
business relationship and direction, it 
is imperative to support all strata of the 
society, including the creative industry.”

 “Such support and partnership is 
intended to ignite the latent talent and 
entrepreneurial spirit of the populace 
and when harnessed will move society 
forward.’’ She said.
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 She promised that the bank would 
continue to show commitment toward 
the advancement of Fine Arts and The 
Acts for economic growth and develop-
ment of the country.

 Of course, the guests were enthralled 
by the quality of entertainment on offer 
at the event as veteran comedian and 
entertainers including; BasketMouth, IK 
Osakioduwa, KennyBlaq, Micheal Meme 
and South Africa’s Mpho Popp, had busy 
times entertaining them with their hit 
rib-cracking jokes, respectively.

…thrills guests with Fine Arts and The Acts
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TJ Sax returns with AMEN

S
axophonist TJ Emore, 
better known as TJ 
Sax is out with a brand 
new song Amen, an 
original ditty about 

thanksgiving and trusting in 
God for blessings yet to come.

Produced by frequent col-
laborator, Mystro, Amen is a 
mid-tempo aural delight, one 
that makes use of traditional 
drums, soothing vocals and 
TJ Emore’s signature superior 
saxophone melodies to send its 
message home.

As part of activities celebrat-
ing his 15th birthday, TJ Emore 

executive of Stabic IBTC Bank, said arts 
and culture play vital role in nation build-
ing and hence should not be neglected.

“Arts and culture, in large part, define 
a nation’s legacy. The expression of a soci-
ety’s intellect, entrepreneurial spirit and 
socio-economic progress is captured in its 
art form and cultural nuances.”

 David-Borha stated that Stanbic IBTC 
understood the connection between 
societal growth and business success and 
how arts and culture foster to deepen the 
relationship.

 The Muses, an entertainment group 
from South Africa, proved their dexterity 
on the stage as the beautiful ladies thrilled 
the audience in an ecstasy with their 
violin, which rendered exciting melodi-
ous tunes.

While the guests appreciate the bank 
for going beyond the busy banking job to 
entertain them, they also look forward to 
another wonderful edition next year.

the Paediatric department of 
the Lagos University Teach-
ing Hospital (LUTH) in the 
company of his family and 
friends, to celebrate with and 
encourage the children living 
with cancer.

His passion for working 
with kids living with cancer 
was sparked four years ago 
when he first encountered 
some brave little souls and 
he has participated in various 
early detection campaigns 
and walkathons to help create 
awareness for the condition.

TJ Emore hit the limelight 

with covers of songs by Wiz-
kid (Holla at your boy) and Asa 
(Bibanke), after training under 
the mentorship of superstar 
instrumentalist Yemi Sax. He 
has performed both within 
and outside the country along-
side artistes like M.I, 2baba, 
Sound Sultan and Mode 9.

His prodigious talents have 
been displayed on a 2011 
album, Sax Vibes, contain-
ing covers of Jay Z’s Forever 
Young and Diana Ross’ He 
Lives in Me among others.

will on November 26, 2016 
visit the oncology ward of 
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Quest to bring back reading culture in Nigeria- 
The Ignite Africa foundation’s approach

I
t is a national tragedy that secondary school 
leaving certificate examinations in the last 
six years in Nigeria have yielded an average 
of less than 50 percent pass rate. In Nigeria 
today, we have a lot of people who proudly 

carry around certificates which they cannot 
defend. Or else, how do you explain a university 
graduate with supposedly good grades who can-
not string together correct sentences in English? 
This is dreadfully amazing and totally different 
from what obtained a few years back.

 Today, human resource personnel are 
bedeviled with the seemingly onerous task of 
recruiting suitable candidates into positions 
within their organisation, only to be swamped 
with candidates who show much promise judg-
ing by the grades on paper but don’t carry much 
weight when tested. As such, these graduates are 
quickly turned down because of their inability 
to express themselves in a manner that justifies 
the certificates they have acquired. This is the 
quagmire that faces us as a nation.

 In the 80s and early 90s, book shops and 
publishing houses were virtually in every town 
and city. Pupils of primary schools and students 
in secondary schools had variety of books to 
read at their spare time. There was the African 
Writers’ Series producing captivating and educat-
ing fictional works which helped to expand the 
imagination and thought process of young people 
who read them at that time. During this period, 
public libraries were functional and provided 
a unique and quiet environment for learning. 
Unfortunately, as the 90s began to fade into the 
millennium, publishing houses struggled, book-
shops folded up and were replaced by restaurants, 
public libraries were no longer funded and the 
youth have now replaced reading with social 
media, TV and perhaps playing video games.

 The situation has deteriorated so badly that 
many of the graduates we produce from our 
schools today are incapable of sharing intelligent 
discourse even on the social media platforms they 
spend most of their time. They argue ignorantly 
and are quick to resort to name calling when 
others don’t share their opinions. What is even 

disheartening is the incoherent manner in which 
they express themselves, with wrong spellings 
and error-laced sentences to boot.

At the core of this malaise is the fact that 
youths are not reading the right materials, says 
Kolawole Oyeyemi, founder of Ignite Africa 
Leadership Foundation. They spend too much 
time on social media, computer games, watching 
television  and other activities that will not in-
crease their knowledge base. Another identified 
problem stems from the fact that many schools 
don’t have libraries while those that have either 
don’t have books in them or are unable to manage 
the facility, consequently, the noble task of ensur-
ing that students imbibe the culture of reading in 
their spare time has been completely jettisoned.

Charles Elio once quipped, “books are the 
quietest and most constant of friends; they are 
the most accessible and wisest of counselors, and 
the most patient of teachers”. The truism of this 
expression is manifest in the way which reading 
exposes people to new things, new information, 
and new ways of problem-solving.  It is in this 
belief, that through reading knowledge is gained 
or improved upon and when there is adequate 
knowledge, Nigeria will rediscover its place in the 
comity of nations that are intellectually sound, 
problem solvers and helping the nation to forge 
ahead economically and developmentally, that 
Oyeyemi started the foundation to assist in this 
arduous task.

The mission of Ignite Africa Leadership 
Foundation is very simple but yet a difficult task 
to fulfill. Oyeyemi explains that the foundation 
was set up to positively impact a new generation 
of Nigerians with the noble ideals of integrity, 
hard work, genuine care and concern for others, 
love for the Nation and the Continent, respect for 
self and others and the fear of God.

To achieve this vision, Oyeyemi says the 
foundation has a three pronged strategy which 
revolves around Engagement, Support and Suste-
nance. The Foundation has developed a series of 
programmes which serve as strategic pillars upon 
which the vision of the Foundation can be real-
ized - School Road Shows, Ignite Africa Destiny 
Annual Walk, Ignite Seminars, Ideas Exhibition 

among several others.
Through the School Road Shows, the Foun-

dation has been able to open over 60 book clubs 
across public schools in Lagos and Rivers states, 
while providing over 4,000 books for these book 
clubs. Oyeyemi explains that purchasing the 
books for the clubs was a challenging task as most 
of the books that were required for the clubs were 
unavailable in Nigeria and had to be imported. 
The Foundation, unperturbed by this difficult 
reality went ahead to purchase these books and 
imported them at prices higher than the going 
prices if they were available locally.

Closely aligned to the first challenge listed, is 
another major impediment,  books written by 
Nigerian authors are in short supply and these 
books have had to be imported as well. This is a 
sad commentary on the state of book publishing 
in Nigeria.

Given the ubiquity of internet connection in 
major cities in Nigeria, the Foundation has setup 
an online library, a best-in-class and of global 
standard to assist in the development of youths in 
terms of their knowledge base. For those families 
who can’t access the internet, a physical library 
in Lagos specifically in Oregun is available for 
youths and kids. The physical library comes in 
very timely for this category of people. Members 
of the public can register to borrow books from 
the library on various topics from business to 
literature, motivational to poetry among other 
several topics. The library also contains books for 
young executives who are seeking self- improve-
ment and want to add more value at their place 
of employment.

Another strategic pillar which uses entertain-
ment, health, and motivational speeches to drive 
home the importance of cultivating a reading 
habit is the Ignite Africa Readers ‘R’ Leaders 
Destiny Walk. Through this annual walk, which 
takes place across popular road networks in La-
gos, youths are urged to become lovers of books 
and cultivate a sound reading culture. Currently 
in its second edition, this year’s edition witnessed 
the attendance of artistes, comedians, actors, 
various professionals, students and stakeholders 
within the educational sector. These are people 
the youths have admired and see as role models 

and as such will heed to their advice or identify 
with this cause which they have willingly be-
come a part of.

Oyeyemi believes that through reading we 
would develop and create experts in every area 
of our national life as Nigerians. He believes that 
not everything is taught or ought to be taught 
in schools and that gap in knowledge is bridged 
mostly by reading books. For instance, reading 
a book on boosting self confidence will help an 
individual who is short in this area, as this is usu-
ally not a classroom topic in schools.

Larry Izamoje, chairman/CEO of Brila Group, 
believes that the task which Ignite Africa Leader-
ship Foundation has set for itself is a noble one. 
While commending the Foundation for its efforts, 
he challenged parents to do more in deepening 
the reading culture among young people during 
the 2016 edition of the Readers Leaders Destiny 
Walk.

Izamoje noted that reading ought to be an ex-
ercise that parents should take seriously. He said 
parents can start by reading to their children on 
a daily basis and as the children grow older, they 
also pick up the habit of reading and pass it on to 
the next generation and in this way, reading be-
comes a trans-generational culture for Nigerians.

“Reading is an important aspect for everyone 
as it aids individuals to improve themselves, it im-
proves understanding, while gaining experience 
from what other people’s actions and circum-
stances or who have faced a similar situation or 
subject matter, and helps you to take appropriate 
actions,” Izamoje quipped.

Oyeyemi posits that most of the problems we 
face in Nigeria today have ignorance as its roots.  
He argues that with the right knowledge, no prob-
lem is insurmountable, whether it is corruption, 
insurrection, poverty or even recession being 
witnessed today. He believes that knowledge is 
central to development and there isn’t any nation 
that will survive outside of it. Oyeyemi buttresses 
his position with a quotation from the Bible, “My 
people perish for lack of knowledge”. Therefore, 
the time is nigh to give knowledge acquisition 
and reading a pride of place in our daily lives, if 
we are going to make any meaningful progress 
as a people. 

KELECHI EWUZIE
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I
t is gratifying that so-
ciety is consistently 
being interrogated 
with palpable sense 
of responsibility and 

individual and collec-
tive actions and inaction 
brought to the fore. The 
Church, despite its Chris-
tological, soteriological 
and/or eschatological pre-
occupation, has demon-
strated over the centuries 
a very deep commitment 
to human development 
and pro-poor orientation. 
It is only natural that Afri-
ca features prominently in 
this vision of the Church 
with ample evidence of 
various interventions. 

Evaristus Bassey em-
phasises this on page 10 of 
the book, Issues in Church 
and Society: Tackling for 
Growth and Inclusion, 
thus: “As a Church, tra-
ditionally, one of the key 
thematic approaches to is-
sues is preferential option 
for the poor.”

The international relief 
and development agency, 
Oxfam, in one of its docu-
ments entitled “Rights 
Oriented Programming 
for Effectiveness”, has 
described poverty as “a 
problem of power, one 
in which people are de-
prived of opportunities, 
resources, public services, 
knowledge and protec-
tion.” The ultimate conse-
quence becomes system-
atic exclusion from full 
participation in decision-
making.

The author of the book 
under review makes it 
clear to us that “the phe-
nomenon of human 
exploitation primarily 
springs from a lack of uni-
versalization of the con-
cept of the inherent dig-
nity of the human person” 
(page 104). He goes ahead 
to identify poor gover-
nance as a form of human 
exploitation because of its 
devastating consequenc-
es, including the erosion 
of human dignity. This is 
where poor governance 
essentially runs counter 
to the social teaching of 
the Church which pro-

the secularity of the state. 
The author justifies this 
synergy by advocating 
the principle of subsidiar-
ity where a “higher level 
of organization should not 
perform any function or 
duty that can be handled 
more effectively at a low-
er level by people who are 
closer to the problem and 
have a better understand-
ing of the issue” (page 127). 
He goes further to pro-
pose the establishment 
of National Development 
Fund for Civil Societ-
ies to be sourced from a 
percentage of a slightly 
increased Value Added 
Tax: “For the truth is that 
the progress of a society 
cannot be pinned to the 
goodwill of a few willing 
leaders but through estab-
lished frameworks that 
force even those without 
goodwill to have a mini-
mum of responsiveness” 
(page 124).

An even more radi-
cal approach could be the 
proposal of a joint inter-
faith administration of a 
few of these institutions 
in other to promote inter-
religious harmony, under-
standing and tolerance. 
Lack of understanding 
and tolerance, especially 
among faiths, has led to 
societal disharmony and 
misplaced aggression, re-
ligious machismo and di-
chotomization. 

Fr. Bassey in this book 
has demonstrated un-
common courage, brutal 
frankness and admirable 
diversity of knowledge 
of the critical issues im-
peding the growth of our 
country Nigeria, nay Af-
rica. He has located the 
bases of the power of en-
gagement and the power 
used, misapplied and dor-
mant. This book should 
jolt all of us to action and 
make us alive and alert to 
our responsibilities. It is 
a vaulting triumph of in-
tellectualism, patriotism 
and passion for justice. It 
is a monumental contri-
bution to scholarship and 
national and internation-
al discourse. 

vides the philosophical 
and theological bases for 
the universal conscious-
ness of the dignity of ev-
ery human person. You 
cannot love as yourself 
the neighbour you consid-
er less human and regard 
with disdain. 

Rev. Fr. Evaristus 
Bassey inadvertently un-
earths the power dynam-
ics that have aggravated 
the already parlous state 
of affairs. To underline the 
imperative of the Church’s 
inclusion, he highlights 
Pope Benedict’s position 
in ‘Deus Caritas Est’ that 
“the Church’s deepest na-
ture is expressed in her 
three-fold responsibility 
of proclaiming the word 
of God (kerygmamatyria), 
celebrating the sacra-
ments (leitourgia), and 
exercising the Ministry of 
Charity (diakonia)” (page 
71). As a matter of fact, all 
faith-based organizations 
must note the inseparabil-
ity of this “Trinity” to at-
tain fulfilment.

There is no doubt that 
this orientation informs 
the writing of this book 
and the appearance of 
the word “Tackling” in 
the title underscores the 
sense of urgency needed 
in addressing the issues 
raised in the book. The 
ubiquity of the word “pov-
erty” in the entire book 
speaks volumes, just as 
the prominence given to 
its major offshoot, hunger. 
The author gives an in-
depth scientific lecture on 
the effects of malnutrition 
and the socio-economic 
frailties that aggravate 
it. Evidently, inherent 
vulnerabilities in Nigeria 
have been made manifest 
by the insurgency in the 
north-east and also envi-
ronmental fragilities. It is 
important to note that the 
Sahel Region of Nigeria 
was not spared during the 
Sahel/West Africa Food 
Crisis of 2012. We are 
therefore enjoined to take 
the issue of environmen-
tal conservation seriously.

Poverty in the midst of 
plenty

The radical dualism 
that defines Africa did not 
escape the searchlight of 
the author. By radical du-
alism, I mean the paradox 
of poverty in the midst of 
plenty or what is called 
the resource curse. This 
irony is captured by the 
Italian lady tour guide 
quoted in the book by the 
author who says, “Your 
country is rich under but 
poor above” (page 7). This 
comment is as imagistic 
as it is apt. It is estimated 
that Africa loses more 
than $50 billion every 
year in transactions re-
garding mineral resourc-

gular or isolated efforts” 
(page 22).

Collaboration, apart 
from facilitating holistic 
and inclusive approaches 
to responses and inter-
ventions, would mitigate 
the crisis of identity, mu-
tual suspicion and cen-
trifugal tensions that have 
over the years impeded 
effective coordination and 
cohesiveness among insti-
tutions and by extension 
national development.  In 
my view, religious intol-
erance, sectionalism and 
lack of accommodation 
have done more harm to 
the entity called Nigeria 
than even corruption as 
we know it.

Service delivery and 
partnerships

The author posits that 
the Church is an expert 
in the provision of social 
services and, therefore, 
should leverage on this 
expertise (page 101). There 
is no gainsaying the fact 
that the government take-
over of educational and 
health institutions run 
by faith-based organiza-
tions immediately after 
the Nigerian civil war led 
to the steady degradation 
of these institutions ever 
since. Some of them were 
destroyed outright. The 
drop in the standard of ed-
ucation, poor and wrong-
headed attitude to work, 
corrosive corruption and 
sheer banditry in gover-
nance are all traceable 
to this divorce between 
the state and faith-based 
organizations in the man-
agement of these institu-
tions of vital importance 
to society.

While there are half-
hearted measures by 
some state governments 
to redress this egregious 
faux pas, more urgent and 
expeditious action is re-
quired. The government 
has oftentimes recoiled 
from proposals of part-
nerships with faith-based 
institutions to close the 
gaps in the delivery of 
social services owing to 
the consistently wrong-
headed interpretation of 

able.” Apart from quota-
tions from Pope Paul VI 
and Pope John Paul II, a 
well-grounded and con-
textualized reference to 
the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan in the Scrip-
ture has been deployed to 
advocate giving without 
prejudice and fear.

The author has insinu-
ated a lack of full appre-
ciation of the enormity of 
power that resides with 
the clergy with regard to 
social mobilization and 
engaging even the lowest 
tier of government and 
ensuring transparency in 
the discharge of responsi-
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bilities. The point remains 
that the cleric cannot 
stand aloof in the face of 
socio-economic and politi-
cal degradation but must, 
however, avoid entangle-
ment with political cross-
currents. There are too 
much gaps in governance 
at the various tiers of gov-
ernment in Nigeria for 
right-thinking individu-
als and organizations to be 
disinterested. The cleric 
must lead from within. 

The author advocates 
collaboration across the 
divides for meaningful 
impact to be made in the 
lives of the people. “For 
instance, in a geographi-
cal area, Catholic, Protes-
tant and Muslim clergy 
should form a local coali-
tion which regularly as-
sesses the social condition 
of their flock which they 
bring to the attention of 
government at the vari-
ous levels…. United action 
on behalf of the people is 
the best option than sin-

es – through corruption 
and other sharp practices 
that occasion financial 
haemorrhage from the 
continent. Demonstrating 
uncommon grasp of the 
issues at hand in this re-
gard in Nigeria, the author 
says, “The truth is that 
Nigeria is a rich country. 
Weak institutions, poor 
leadership, a culture of 
gratification and corrup-
tion have all combined to 
ensure that massive earn-
ings have not significantly 
impacted on the lives of 
citizens in terms of stable 
social infrastructure and 
social safety-nets” (page 8).

While engaging all the 
relevant government in-
stitutions or duty-bearers 
to ensure accountability 
and probity, the author 
advocates the culture of 
giving, especially in a cre-
ative and organized man-
ner for greater impact. He 
says on page 71, “Charity 
must be organized at all 
levels if it is to be sustain-
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Return to the origin

W
hile wait-
ing at the 
a r r i v a l 
lounge for 
colleagues 

who are yet to retrieve their 
luggage from the carousel at 
O. R. Tambo International Air-
port, two travellers get talking 
and soon an argument ensues. 

“The Garden of Eden is in 
the Middle East,” one says. 
“No, it is in Sterkfontein, South 
Africa,” the other replies.

I pretend to concentrate on 
my LG phone, but my ears are 
glued to their argument as I 
listen to the reasons both give 
in support of their claims. On a 
first thought, I want to let go of 
the issue but my curious mind 
says no, and will rather want 
me to discover this so-called 
Garden of Eden.

I do not think or do any-
thing about it until the fourth 
day in the wintry ‘rainbow 
country’. On the fifth day, I am 
encouraged by a friend to take 
on the adventure. In search of 
paradise, I set out to the Ster-
kfontein Caves, set in an area 
named, with arresting lack of 
understatement, the Cradle of 
Humankind.

In less than one hour, about 
40km from Johannesburg, 
the city of townships, sky-
scrapers, clubs/casinos, and 
corporate/business headquar-
ters, we arrive at this place of 
origin.

At first sight, there is noth-
ing spectacular that suggests 
that Adam and Eve once lived 
here, as claimed by one of the 
travellers, because this world’s 
foremost archaeological site is 
concealed in the portion of 
South African inland plateau 
that has an altitude above ap-
proximately 1500 metres but 
below 2100 metres.

The topography dotted 
with expanse of grassland 
and mixed woodland further 
conceals the secrets of our be-
ginnings and raises one’s curi-
osity on where the adventure 
is in the seemingly uninterest-
ing place. But on getting closer, 
history becomes clearer. Af-
ter paying R40 entrance fee 
(about N880), we are assigned 
a guide. Gabriel Dibengwa, a 
33-year old tour guide from 
Soweto, leads the way in the 
search of our humble begin-
ning. 

According to him, the Cra-
dle of Humankind, as the 
site is popularly called, spans 
47,000 hectares in the Wit-

watersrand Basin, and is one 
of the world’s most important 
prehistoric treasures includ-
ing the 12 major fossil sites 
below that won it World 
Heritage Site status.

The visits to the caves begin 
with geology lessons, history 
of evolution and quotations 
from notable scientists, all 
concealed in glass frames. 
But he insists on strict adher-
ence to the rules of the caves. 
He leads us out and down a 
damp stairway into caverns, 
following in the footsteps of 
miners, as so often in Gauteng 
province.

As we wander through 
the cool and dark caves with 
torchlight where there is no 

electricity, I keep thinking of 
how the cave came into be-
ing. But Dibengwa cuts my 
thoughts with his explana-
tions that Sterkfontein Caves, 
the hosts of the cradle, are 
the world’s longest-running 
archaeological excavation, 
with digging going on con-
tinuously since 1966, having 
produced more than a third 
of the world’s early hominid 
fossils, crucial links in the 
evolutionary chain to modern 
humans. The proudly-South 
African tour guide affirms that 
the caves’ riches are rivalled 
only by finds in Ethiopia, Ke-
nya and Tanzania.

Before then, I remember at-
tempting to shake up some old 

bones in the cave, but Dibeng-
wa’s voice echoes sternly: “It is 
against the cave rules please, 
my Nigerian friend.” But we 
move further in the cave and 
flash our torchlight, the cracks 
and crevices glitter; some re-
semble drawings while others 
frighten.

 “If not for the mining ac-
tivities around the cave area, 
we might not have found the 
caves,” he says in appreciation 
of the lime prospectors whose 
arrival in 1896 and consequent 
blowing unveiled the fossils 
buried for years.

Further down inside the 
cave, we are startled by a 2.5 
million year-old perfectly 
preserved skull tagged ‘Mrs 

Ples’ found in 1947 when 
Robert Broom’s dynamites 
kept blasting and excavat-
ing the fossils. “How do you 
know the owner of the skull 
was a woman and married as 
well?” I ask. “There are proofs 
and documentations from ar-
chaeological tests,” Dibengwa 
replies, noting that Mrs Ples 
was an intermediate species 
between ape and human.

Just beside Mrs Ples is the 
‘Taung child’ discovered 23 
years earlier. Both fossils, ac-
cording to our tour guide, 
were the bases of Charles Dar-
win’s conclusion that human 
roots are in Africa. ‘Little Foot’ 
is yet another fossil pointing to 
our origin. This world’s most 
complete pre-human fossil 
discovered in 1997 features 
body parts that are smaller 
than normal adults.

While he is explaining how 
the ‘Little Foot’ could be the 
fossil that will rewrite human 
history, I still wonder how 
little the ‘Little Foot’ truly is 
and the history it is going to 
rewrite. “It will take a team of 
historians and archaeologists 
to explain the history,” says 
Najib Umar, a tourist from 
Oman. 

However, the caves are 
alive to visitors. “They feel 
your presence,” Dibengwa 
says. That explains a splash 
in an underground lake with 
ripples that will make the ‘pic-
ture of the day’ status on BBC 
website. Besides the stones, 
fragments of limestone keep 
dropping from the darker rock 
spots. “You are most welcome,” 
Dibengwa says again.

At the end, we come out 
through a different gate but 
move on to the Cradle’s cafe 
where we grab small chops 
and soft drinks to refresh our 
minds on how far we went 
into the cave and how much 
we now know of our origin.

Before the bus zooms off 
to Johannesburg, Dibengwa’s 
voice calls out once again, 
“Please take this ‘Little Foot’ 
souvenir for being my best 
tourist this month.” Albert 
Freemans, an Australian tour-
ist, receive the souvenir for 
obeying all the cave rules. 
“What about those that asked 
questions?” I ask, but Dibeng-
wa is already gone to attend to 
other tourists.

Well, I reserve my appre-
ciation for the two travellers 
whose arguments informed 
the adventure. I wish I could 
see them again.

A trip to the Sterkfontein Caves outside Johannesburg is a journey in search 
of the Garden of Eden. OBINNA EMELIKE who was there takes you on a 
tour of the cave purported to be the birthplace of mankind.
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Destination Lagos comes alive

D
ecember is here again! 
And so is COPA La-
gos, the annual global 
beach entertainment 
platform oragnised by 

Kinetic Sports.
This year’s event promises to be 

the most prominent event where 
guests will experience a unique and 
exclusive beach lifestyle including 
a fashion show, food exhibition, 
cheerleader competition, life music 
performances featuring some of 
Nigeria’s best artistes. Stars that 
have performed at previous edi-
tions of the event include; Dbanj, 
Naeto C, Shey Shay, Tekno, Falz, 
Tiwa Savage, among others. So, 
fans should expect nothing less 
this year.

Since 2011 when the event 
started, it has moved from being 
the first ever international beach 
soccer event in Nigeria and Sub-
Saharan Africa to being one of the 
most attended sporting events in 
the region.  COPA Lagos, which 
caters to all ages, will take place at 
the Eko Atlantic City. 

The organisers have teamed 
up with key fashion designers 
to unveil the 2016 Copa Lagos 
Fashion Show.  The show will go 
beyond simply showcasing beach 
friendly designs to actively pro-

posing a Copa lifestyle. The Copa 
lifestyle, personified by carefully 
curated pieces from clothing to 
accessories, will be presented in 
a fun, upbeat atmosphere with 
all the hallmarks of an easygoing 
affair. From make-up to music, 
the team will curate looks from 
known designers, as well as, up-

beach soccer games. We have an 
excellent line-up of events that will 
showcase Lagos as a great tourism 
and beach destination. We are 
keen to use this event to showcase 
and support the ever increasing 
Nigerian music and entertainment 
Industry”, Samson Adamu, manag-
ing director, COPA Lagos, assured.

coming talents.
“COPA Lagos is not just about 

soccer. It is a family event where 
we expect our guests to have a fun-
filled experience on the beach.  We 
are proud to say this year’s edition 
of the tournament will be more ex-
citing than the previous ones as we 
have diversified our scope beyond 

OBINNA EMELIKE

L-R: Remi Iwayemi, head ICT, Sulaiman Adeyinka, head account, Ajibose Gbemisola, Board Secretary and Head Legal Department, Oluwaseun 
Anibaba, CEO and General Manager; all of Lagos State Lotteries Board, Dauda Umaren, Head Monitoring and Inspection, and Momodu Anne, 
Director Tax and Revenue, Lagos State Ministry of Finance at the meeting.

LSLB, hospitality industry stakeholders 
parley to address sector challenges A

s part of efforts to 
strengthen the state hos-
pitality industry to attract 
needed investment, the 

new management of Lagos State 
Lotteries Board (LSLB) recently 
organised a stakeholders meeting 
with operators in the industry in 
Lagos.

The board said the meeting is 
aimed at understanding the sector 
and looking for ways to adding 
values.

While speaking at the event, 
Oluwaseun Anibaba, general man-
ager/CEO, Lagos State Lotteries 
Board, observed that as regulators, 
the main objective of the board is to 
protect the operators and to create 

a conducive environment where 
investors can come in while at the 
same time looking for innovative 
ways to keep those in that business 
and attract more investors into the 
sector.

He disclosed that hospitality 
industry which includes businesses 
such as lotteries and casinos is a 
very exciting sector that has lots of 

passionate investors and operators.
According to him, “We are look-

ing at harmonising our gaming laws. 
As a state, we want to harmonise 
all the laws as it pertains to gaming 
which include sport betting, casinos, 
pools and betting”

“Based on the stakeholders meet-
ing, we have heard several sugges-
tions from the operators that we will 
take back and think through them in 
order to come out with a workable 
framework”. He said.

He further noted that come 
2017, the board under his leadership 
would come up with framework 
specifically as it relates to casinos, 
pool betting adding the harmoni-
sation of gaming laws in the state 
would strengthen the industry 
operations.

“Creating positive awareness as it 
concerns pool betting and casinos in 
Nigeria is something that the board 
is taking very seriously.

“In other jurisdictions that have 
gotten their hotel, hospitality and 
tourism sector right, there are a lot 
of social benefits that comes from 
gaming as it concern revenue that 
accrued to the government and 
which goes to a good cause projects.

“As a state, Lagos have had causes 
to fund good projects, it is about 
increasing the level of awareness 
among the general public so that 
they know that the revenue we get 
from this sector goes into addressing 
various projects in education, infra-
structure, health and other things”.

Anibaba sent a rallying call to 
all stakeholders in the sector which 
includes the casino and pools bet-
ting operators and all other online 
gaming operators to identify with 
and support the Lagos State Lotteries 
Board by paying their dues, encour-
age professionalism and standard 
to take the state to a lofty height in 
the sector.

BON Hotels 
officially takes-
off in Nigeria

B
ON Hotels International 
West Africa, which over-
sees operations in Nigeria, 
hosted their official launch 

in Nigeria at BON Hotel Stratton 
Asokoro in Abuja, showcasing nine 
hotels across five cities.

The hospitality company has 
seen a phenomenal growth since its 
inception in 2012 with hotels across 
Africa including South Africa, Nige-
ria, Namibia, Ethiopia and Uganda, 
and is primed for significant expan-
sion in the continent.

The West-African arm of the 
group that is in-charge of the Nige-
rian operations is led by the founder 
of Protea Hotel, executive chairman, 
Otto Stehlik; Bernard Cassar, ex Af-
rica director for Protea Hotels who 
pioneered the expansion of Protea 
Hotels in Nigeria over the past 18 
years; as well as Pieter Bekker, ex 
Protea regional director in Nigeria, 
and director responsible for opera-
tions, who has lived and worked in 
Nigeria for over 10 years fostering 
relationships with hotel staff and 
owners.

Speaking at the launch, the final 
board member, BON Hotels’ founder 
and CEO, Guy Stehlik, whose entre-
preneurial nature and perceptive 
commercial ability has been the 
firm foundation of his success and 
for the strategic development of 
BON Hotels, said the hotel is a strong 
contender in the African hotel man-
agement space.

“With Nigeria being more than 
ready for tourism and economically 
viable - the powerhouse of Africa, 
she offers huge potential in the hos-
pitality landscape.

“The company offers expertise 
of an international standard in their 
approach to hotel management, 
property openings, new builds or 
the upgrade of existing properties, 
with the specific needs of hotel own-
ers in mind. BON Hotels has been 
embraced for its fresh perspective 
in the African hospitality sector,” 
Stehlik explained.

Gregory Ozegbe, chairman of 
Africa Alliance Group, who is en-
gaged in a joint venture agreement 
with BON Hotels on new projects, 
shares the company’s vision for 
Africa. “It is our primary focus, and 
we are positioned with the support 
of our shareholders and strategic 
partners across the world, to em-
bark on the most ambitious expan-
sion in the history of any country 
in Africa, to build first class 4 and 5 
star international standard hotels 
in 37 locations in Nigeria, and in at 
least thirty locations in countries 
in Africa over the next 10 years.”

Over the past year, BON Ho-
tels has undertaken an aggressive 
rebranding and refurbishment 
campaign of their hotels in Nigeria, 
with creative input from Delta 
Design Studio, a specialist hospital-
ity interior design, and procure-
ment company. The hotels will be 
positioned as international 4-star, 
boutique-style, full-service hotels, at 
affordable prices, offering personal, 
friendly and efficient service that 
is synonymous with BON Hotels’ 
operating standards.

…as COPA Lagos holds Dec. 11
OYIN AMINU, Abuja

KELECHI EWUZIE
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NCAA’s laxity to safety, financial audit, 
disrupts airlines’ operations- Experts

T
he failures of 
the Nigerian 
Civil  avia-
tion Author-
ity, (NCAA) 

to conduct periodic 
safety and financial au-
dit on airlines as stipu-
lated in its regulations 
is part of the reasons 
the FirstNation and 
Aero Contractor air-
lines suspended op-
erations months back, 
experts say.

According to NCAA 
Regulations on airlines 
financial health Part 
18.10.3 state that all  Ni-
gerian licensed airlines 
shall submit to the au-
thority on a monthly 
basis, all financial data 
and records on their 
operations in the form 
and manner as may 
be prescribed by the 
Authority.

Experts in the avia-
tion sector have said 
that the financial state 
of airlines cannot get to 
an abysmal state over-
night, for the NCAA to 
have responded only 
after the airlines had 
reached a conclusion 
to suspend their opera-
tions. 

John Ojikutu, Gen-
eral Secretary, Avia-
tion Roundtable Initia-

tive told BusinessDay 
that the neglect NCAA 
in conducting consis-
tent safety and financial 
audit caused Aero Con-
tractor to go under.

“NCAA has failed to 
do the economic audit 
on all the airlines regu-
larly. This do not only 
apply to the airlines 
alone but to all the other 
agencies such as Federal 
Airports Authority of 
Nigeria, (FAAN) and Ni-
geria Airspace Manage-
ment Agency (NAMA).

“The agency failed 
to carry out safety, se-
curity and economic 
audit on all the airlines 
and that is why the debt 
of all the airlines has 
accumulated to N40bil-
lion for more than eight 
years,” Ojikutu said.

“ Why will  NCAA 
wait for an airline to 
have only one aircraft 
before telling them to 
stop operations? Air-
lines with two aircraft 
are not supposed to be 
an airline. They should 
be charter flight but it 
is only in Nigeria you 
see airlines having only 
two aircrafts,” he added.  

 A n o t h e r  a i r l i n e 
operator who craved 
anonymity told Busi-
nessDay that in other 
countries, airlines have 
minimum of five aircraft 

and have a minimum of 
one aircraft standby, in 
case any one of their 
aircraft develops fault, 
adding that the policies 
in Nigeria are bad and 
everything bothers on 
NCAA.

The operator said 
that the only author-
ity that oversees the 
Nigerian airports and 
the airlines is NCAA 
but they have failed 
Nigeria and the airline 
operators.

Fo l a  A k i n k u o t u , 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Aero Contractors 
Airlines categorically 
stated that, “The impact 
of the external environ-
ment has been very 
harsh on our operation-
al performance, hence 
management decision 
to suspend scheduled 
services operations in-
definitely effective Sep-
tember 1, 2016 pending 
when the external op-
portunities and viable 
plan is in place for Aero 
Contractors to recom-
mence its scheduled 
services. 

“ T h e  i m p l i c at i o n 
of the suspension of 
scheduled services op-
erations extends to all 
staffs directly and indi-
rectly involved in pro-
viding services as they 
are effectively to pro-

Travel

IFEOMA OKEKE ceed on indefinite leave 
of absence during the 
period of non-services.”

However, the above 
NCAA Regulation im-
plies that the NCAA 
is responsible for the 
continuous monitor-
ing of the operations of 
Nigerian licensed air-
lines for the purpose of 
ensuring their financial 
capability for safe and 
sustainable operations.

A l s o ,  t h e  N C A A 
regulation on 18.10.4, 
states that the NCAA 
shall evaluate the fi-
nancial returns and 
make a copy of the re-
port of the financial 
health assessment to 
the Management of 
the airline, which may 
make representation to 
the NCAA.

Experts have raised 
questions with regards 
this section of the regu-
lation corroborating 
that if NCAA had ac-
tually evaluated the 
financial returns and 
done the consistent 
financial health assess-
ment, will NCAA not 
have known at what 
point the airlines be-
came less fit to operate?

B u s i n e s s D a y ’ s 
checks show that be-
fore Aero Contractors 
was grounded, Aero 
contractors have been 

owing salaries for two 
months, Aero had al-
most three aircraft 
on maintenance for 
months and funds were 
the reason why it could 
not get its aircraft or get 
maintenance for them, 
the airline is heavily 
indebted to the airport 
it operates from and 
indebted to Jet A1 mar-
keters.

In the midst of all 
these, the NCAA still 
allowed the airline to 
operate until the air-
line had to disclose to 
the public its financial 
state which will make 
it unable to continue 
operations.

Chimara Imediegwu, 
Director, flight opera-
tions, First Nation ex-
plained months back 
during the suspension 
of its flight operations 
that while preparing 
for the departure of 
one of its aircraft for 
maintenance, the sec-
ond aircraft developed 
a fault. 

This he said called 
for immediate action 
with the manufactur-
ers. The airline arrived 
at a decision to get them 
to come in and do a fi-
nal job on it.

 I m e d i e g w u  e x -
plaine d that while 
the airline was taking 

these steps, the author-
ity was constantly kept 
in the know.

“The challenges of 
sourcing forex with 
constantly changing 
Central Bank of Ni-
geria (CBN) policies 
and Rate of Exchange, 
leaves us sometimes in 
situations where air-
craft parts cannot be 
obtained when ordered 
due to banks’ inability 
to transfer funds

 “Haven contended 
with these, the First-
Nation management 
planned well ahead 
and kept the NCAA in-
formed of the progress 
of the maintenance of 
its aircraft,” he said.

He noted further 
that “in order to re-
main within the Safety, 
Schedule and Service, 
effectively regulating 
ourselves, FirstNation 
voluntarily grounded 
these aircraft”.

Imediegwu disclosed 
that after Aero Con-
tractors announced its 
intention to suspend 
operations, NCAA im-
mediately swung into 
action to announce to 
the public that the both 
airlines were no longer 
fit for operations be-
cause the airlines had 
only one serviceable 
aircraft.
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PATH-ARFH report advocates effective 
strategy against congenital syphilis

A 
new report from 
an international 
health organisa-
tion known as 

PATH, formerly called Pro-
gram for Appropriate Tech-
nology in Health in con-
junction with the Nigerian 
non-profit, Association for 
Reproductive and Family 
Health (ARFH), has called 
for an effective national 
strategy geared towards the 
elimination of congenital 
syphilis, a condition which 
can lead to miscarriages, 
stillbirths, and premature 
births.

The report which high-
lights the toll that parent-
to-child transmission of 

syphilis has on mothers and 
babies; stated that Nigeria 
has one of the highest bur-
dens of maternal syphilis of 
any African country, with 
an estimate of 75,000 preg-
nant women with syphilis 
in 2012, resulting in thou-
sands of poor health out-
comes for their babies.

Supporting the report, Ol-
adapo A Ladipo, President/
CEO, ARFH, said: “Congeni-
tal Syphilis is an absolutely 
avoidable affliction on our 
mothers and new-borns. It is 
time for Nigerian decision-
makers to step up and begin 
efforts in earnest to reduce 
this burden.”

According to Abiodun 
Hassan, Monitoring and 

Evaluation Coordinator, 
ARFH who doubles as the 
principal investigator of 
the research in Nigeria, 
“government, policy makers 
and clinicians should give 
priority to the screening 
and treatment of maternal 
syphilis”.

“The policies are available 
and there are various plat-
forms to raise priority for 
Congenital Syphilis. There 
is need for the country to 
lead and have ownership 
of any initiative related to 
Congenital Syphilis”, said 
Chukwuma Anyaike, Head, 
Prevention, National AIDS 
and STI Control Programme 
(NASCP).

The report emphasized 

that in order to ensure 
progress, governments and 
global stakeholders must 
develop strong policies and 
strategies aligned with ex-
isting programs, advocate 
for political prioritization 
that includes clear national 
targets, finance diagnostics 
and treatment, and consis-
tently implement policies 
throughout the health care 
system. According to the re-
port, developing a national 
strategy to eliminate con-
genital syphilis along with 
specific state guidelines on 
elimination; strengthen-
ing data surveillance to 
inform decision-making 
and strategy updates are 
actions decision-makers 

44 SUNDAYBD C002D5556

DESMOND OKON should take in order to en-
sure that all mothers are 
tested and treated, so that no 
babies suffer from syphilis.

Syphilis is a sexually 
transmitted disease (STD) 
caused by an infection with 
bacteria known as Trepo-
nema pallidum. Like other 
STDs, syphilis can be spread 
by any type of sexual con-
tact (including oral and anal 
sex). The disease can also 
be transmitted from an in-
fected mother to the foetus 
during pregnancy or to the 
baby at the time of birth, 
leading to what is called 
congenital syphilis; as well 
as result to long-term dam-
age to different organs if not 
properly treated.

Sunday 27 November 2016



Health&Science
SUNDAYBD 45C002D5556

Johnson & Johnson announces WHO will 
review Ebola vaccine regimen for EUAL

J
ohnson & Johnson has an-
nounced that Janssen Vac-
cines & Prevention B.V. (Jans-
sen) has completed a submis-
sion to the World Health 

Organization (WHO) for Emergency 
Use Assessment and Listing (EUAL) 
for its investigational preventive 
Ebola prime-boost vaccine regimen.  
The EUAL is a special procedure that 
can be implemented when there is 
an outbreak of a disease with high 
rates of morbidity or mortality and 
a lack of treatment or prevention 
options.

“Over the past four decades, we 
have seen 25 Ebola outbreaks, with 
the most recent in West Africa kill-
ing seven times more people than 
all previous outbreaks combined,” 
said Paul Stoffels, M.D., Chief Sci-
entific Officer, Johnson & Johnson.  
“We must take action now so that a 
tragedy on the scale of West Africa 
never happens again.  Having an 
Ebola vaccine available is critical 
for global preparedness. If the WHO 
grants an emergency use listing, 
this will accelerate the availability 
of Janssen’s investigational vaccine 
regimen to the international com-
munity in the event another Ebola 
crisis occurs.”

EUAL assists UN Member States 
and procurement agencies deter-
mine the acceptability for use of a 
specific vaccine in a public health 
emergency. The decision to grant 
EUAL to the investigational pre-
ventative vaccine regimen will be 
based on an evaluation of available 
data including quality, safety, and 
immunogenicity, as well as a risk/

benefit analysis.  While EUAL 
potentially allows for deployment 
of a vaccine in an emergency, the 
vaccine remains investigational 
pending formal regulatory agency 
review and approval.

The news coincided with the 
opening of the 8th International 
Symposium on Filoviruses in Ant-
werp, Belgium, hosted by the Ant-
werp Institute of Tropical Medicine, 
which is reviewing global progress 
against Ebola. The first outbreak of 
the disease was reported exactly 
40 years ago, in September 1976 in 
Zaire (now the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo).

“Forty years after Ebola’s discov-
ery, the potential availability of a 
durable prime-boost vaccine would 
be a tremendous achievement in 
global health,” said Johan Van Hoof, 
M.D., Global Therapeutic Area Head, 
Infectious Diseases and Vaccines, 
Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies, 
and a keynote speaker at the 8th 
International Symposium on Filo-
viruses. “If listed for emergency use, 
the investigational Janssen vaccine 
regimen could be a vital prevention 
tool for rapid outbreak response, 
particularly for health workers and 
vulnerable communities on the 

frontlines.”
Prime-boost vaccination is an 

established prevention approach 
for several infectious diseases. It 
involves giving an initial dose to 
prime the immune system, followed 
by a booster dose at a later date with 
the goal of potentially strengthen-
ing and optimizing the duration of 
immunity. Janssen’s heterologous 
prime-boost vaccine regimen con-
tains two components based on 
AdVac® technology from Janssen, 
and MVA-BN® technology from 
Bavarian Nordic A/S.

The first clinical data for the 

investigational Janssen vaccine 
regimen among healthy volun-
teers were published in JAMA: The 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association in April 2016. The Phase 
1 results from a UK study suggested 
that the regimen was well-tolerated 
and immunogenic (produced an im-
mune response). The study found 
that 100 percent of study partici-
pants achieved an initial antibody 
response to Ebola, and that this was 
sustained eight months following 
vaccination among all volunteers.

The UK study provided the first 
set of data from a total of 10 clinical 
studies that are being conducted 
on a parallel track across the U.S., 
Europe and Africa in support of 
potential full licensure for a Jans-
sen Ebola vaccine regimen. The first 
study of the vaccine regimen in a 
West African country affected by 
the Ebola epidemic began in Sierra 
Leone in October 2015.

Janssen is also preparing to initi-
ate a first-in-human Phase 1 clinical 
study to test a second-generation, 
multivalent version of the AdVac/
MVA-BN vaccine regimen. The 
multivalent heterologous prime-
boost regimen is intended to protect 
against multiple filoviruses that 
cause disease in humans, includ-
ing the Ebola, Sudan and Marburg 
viruses. The U.S. study will test the 
safety, tolerability and immuno-
genicity of this vaccine regimen in 
varying dosing schedules among 
healthy volunteers. The National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID), part of the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
is funding this study. 

R
oche has launched the glob-
al cancer immunotherapy 
Centers of Research Excel-
lence (imCORE™) Network. 
This network brings to-

gether many of the world’s leading 
scientific and clinical experts in cancer 
immunotherapy to collaborate in 
investigating the most promising new 
treatment approaches. The goal is to 
rapidly initiate pre-clinical and clinical 
research based on the latest scientific 
discoveries and to aggregate and share 
data to accelerate the search for cures 
for people with cancer. The imCORE™ 
Network will focus on identifying 
approaches to expand the number of 
people who benefit from cancer im-
munotherapy by exploring new ways 
to activate a person’s immune system 
to fight their cancer.

“We believe the fastest way to 
advance progress against cancer is 
through collaboration, and consistent 
with our values, the goal of imCORE 
is to facilitate access to new technolo-
gies and emerging data among the top 
researchers around the world,” said 
Sandra Horning, MD, Chief Medical 
Officer and Head of Global Product 
Development. “imCORE represents 
our most recent commitment to col-

laborate with the global cancer com-
munity to further understand the 
biology and immunology of cancer 
and to develop new treatments that 
may one day offer a cure for people 
with cancer.’’

Roche will invest up to 100 mil-
lion Swiss Francs to support basic and 
clinical research collaborations re-

lated to cancer immunotherapy. This 
investment is incremental to Roche’s 
on-going research and development 
of investigational medicines and treat-
ment approaches in the field of cancer 
immunotherapy.

imCORE is a global network of 
basic and clinical scientists from 21 
leading academic research institutions 

in cancer immunotherapy who will 
work together with scientists from 
Roche and Genentech, a member of 
the Roche group in the United States, 
with the goal of developing potential 
cures for people with cancer. Roche 
is working in collaboration with 
the network on existing and new 
investigational medicines, diagnostic 

technologies and emerging data. The 
network will also closely collaborate 
to identify and prioritise the most 
promising new treatment approaches 
and to rapidly conduct clinical trials to 
accelerate progress in the field. 

For more than 50 years, Roche has 
been developing medicines with the 
goal to redefine treatment in oncology. 
Today, Roche is investing more than 
ever in our effort to bring innovative 
treatment options that help a person’s 
own immune system fight cancer.

The aim of personalised cancer 
immunotherapy (PCI) is to provide 
patients and physicians with treat-
ment options tailored to the specific 
immune biology associated with a per-
son’s individual tumour. The purpose 
is to inform treatment strategies that 
provide the greatest number of people 
with a chance for transformative 
benefit. PCI encompasses the search 
for reliable biomarkers that correlates 
with clinical benefit either as a mono-
therapy or in combination, and across 
a broad range of tumour types. The 
Roche PCI research and development 
programme comprises more than 
20 investigational candidates, ten of 
which are in clinical trials.

Roche launches imCORE, a global network of cancer 
immunotherapy centres of excellence

Sunday 27 November 2016
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T
he Confederation of Afri-
can Football on Tuesday 
November 22 announced 
the finalists for the 2016 
Glo-CAF African Player 

of the Year award with no Nigerian 
on the list.

Nigerian stars dominated the 
award in the 90s, raking in five 
awards from 1992 to 1999. The likes 
of Nwankwo Kanu (1996, 1999), 
Rashidi Yekini (1993), Emmanuel 
Amunike (1994) and Victor Ikpeba 
(1998) have all won the glamorous 
award.

But in the last decade, the closest 
Nigeria has come is a second place 
finish in 2013, when Chelsea star 
John Obi Mikel finished behind 
Yaya Toure. Since then, No Nigerian 
has won the award.

The England based trio of Mikel 
Obi, Kelechi Iheanacho and Alex 
Iwobi miss out on the CAF list after 
previously failing to make the BBC 
Player of the Year final shortlist.

According to a statement on the 
body’s website, the players that 
made the shortlist are:

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, 
Gabon (Borrusia Dortmund)

Riyad Mahrez, Algeria (Leicester 
City)

Sadio Mane, Senegal (Liverpool)
Mohamed Salah, Egypt (Roma)
Islam Slimani, Algeria (Leicester 

City)
This further reveals how Nige-

rian football has derailed and also 
exposed the downward trend of 
Nigerian football, as no Nigerian 
player have won the prestigious 
award in over a decade.

In 2015, Garbon striker, Pierre 
Emerick Aubameyang dethroned 
four-time winner, YayaToure to 
win the prestigious African Foot-
baller of the Year Award and is top 
favourite for this year’s award.

The 26-year-old is the first player 
from Gabon to win the award and 
the first individual other than Toure 
to win it since Samuel Eto’o in 2010.

For the past six editions, players 
from Cote d’ Ivorie and Ghana have 
dominated the list.

The last time a Nigerian won 
the African Player award was way 
back in 1999 when Kanu Nwankwo 
clinched it under Arsenal colours.

The African Footballer Of the 
Year Award is open to African play-
ers all over the world but in the last 
two decades, winners of the award 
are mostly players based in Europe 
and this is where many Nigerians 
ply their trade. Yet in over a de-
cade they have failed to match the 
performance of their counterparts 
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from other countries and the rea-
sons for this are not difficult to find.

Former international, Joe Erico 
blamed it on poor investment on 
youth developments programme.

“Well, as far am concerned, it’s a 
signal that our players have to work 
harder, we need to step up both ad-
ministratively and the footballers 
themselves,” Erico said.

“Our players are not coming 
as young they use to be in those 
days, the era when we had the late 
RashidiYekini, KanuNwankwo, 
Austine Okocha, these guys played 
here for some time before travel-
ling out. “Players that came top 
those days are the ones who started 
their soccer career from the home 
ground; we don’t know the profile 
of today’s players,” Erico lamented.

Erico, popularly called Jogo Bo-
nito in his playing days advised 
that all hands must be on deck for 
Nigeria to reclaim its lost glory in 
African football.

“We are not digging deep enough 
to discover new and young talents 
as they use to do in the 90’s; Invest-
ment in grassroots football is pivotal 
– where players are groomed with 
proper orientation. We are not 
grooming the players well enough.”

“CAF is not biased, our players 
need to work harder, Ighalo just 
came up and needs some level of 
consistency to merit the CAF award. 
Let’s watch his performances for an-
other one year and see how it goes.”

The veteran coach also called for 
Super Eagles players to dear to make 
big moves where they can showcase 
their talents more.

“Nigerian players can’t make 
the big move if they don’t have 
the weapon to make the big move. 
They must be fully loaded to make 
the move.

Although, no Nigerian players in 
the year under review playing in 
Europe did enough compared to the 

L-R: Solomon Ogba, President Athletics Federation of Nigeria (AFN); 
Herbert Wigwe, MD Access Bank Plc; Akinwunmi Ambode, Lagos State 
Governor; Sunil Sawhney, MD Seven-Up Bottling Company Plc, and Bu-
kola Olapade, Consultant to Lagos City Marathon, at a press conference 
to announce the second edition of Lagos City Marathon held in Govern-
ment House Alausa, Ikeja.

names released by CAF for this year 
award. But with the current form of 
Nigerian stars like; Kelechi Iheana-
cho (Manchester City), Victor Moses 
(Chelsea), Ahmed Musa (Leicester 
City), Alex Iwobi (Arsenal) playing 
at the premier league, no doubt in 
two years from now, a Nigerian 
player will take the award.

The 2016 Glo-CAF Awards will 
be held on January 5, 2017 in Abuja, 
Nigeria.
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FC IfeanyiUbah tour state with Federation Cup trophy

A
nambra state stood still on 
Wednesday November 23 
as Federation Cup Cham-
pions, FC IfeanyiUbah, 
Management, supporters 

and governor Willie Obiano celebrated 
the Anambra Warriors.

Dr Patrick Ifeanyi Ubah, President 
of FC IfeanyiUbah and Managing Di-
rector of Capital Oil and Gas, led the 
victory parade from FC IfeanyiUbah 
International Stadium, Nnewi to the 
governor’s lodge where the trophy was 
presented to Governor Obiano before 
touring other parts of the state and back 
to the stadium.

Dr Ifeanyi Ubah praised the gallant 
efforts of the team, assuring fans that 
the all-conquering team, popularly 
called Anambra Warriors would do 
the state and Nigeria proud in the CAF 
Confederation Cup.

Dr. Ubah thanked the Governor and 
the entire people of Anambra state for 
the immense love and support shown 
to FC IfeanyiUbah even as he solicited 
for their continued support and prayers 
to enable them do the nation proud by 
winning the Confederation Cup. He 
noted that FC IfeanyiUbah’s victory at 
the Federation Cup competition and the 
emergence of Rangers International of 
Enugu as Nigeria league champions are 
feats the South East should celebrate 
and be proud of.

Dr Ubah insisted that all glory must 
be given to God Almighty and thanked 
the players, Management and support-
ers club for their unwavering commit-
ment to the club.

In his speech, the Anambra State 
Governor, Willie Obiano commended 
the historic feat recorded by FC Ifeany-
iUbah, noting that the victory is very 
significant to the state.

‘’I am delighted to receive the trophy 
on behalf of Ndi Anambra state’’.

Obiano eulogized Dr. Patrick If-
eanyi Ubah for his massive exploits in 
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rekindling club football nostalgia in 
the state. The Chief Executive Officer 
of the state said that by winning the 
Federation Cup, FC IfeanyiUbah have 
done ‘Ndi Anambra’ and the entire 
Igbo race proud by qualifying for the 
CAF Confederation Cup. He also com-
mended Rangers International FC of 
Enugu for winning the Nigerian Profes-
sional Football League (NPFL) trophy 
saying that the two South East clubs 
have indeed done the geopolitical zone 
proud by bringing back the two most 
prestigious trophies in Nigerian club 
football circus home.

Governor Obiano supported Anam-
bra Warriors with the sum of N10mil-
lion (Ten Million Naira) and promised 
give out plot of lands to the players 

and Management of FC IfeanyiUbah 
in choice areas of Awka if the Anam-
bra Warriors eventually win the CAF 
Confederations Cup.

The former National Chairman 
of APGA, Victor Umeh also donated 
N1million to the Anambra Warriors 
while Anthony Okoli, Chairman Mace 
Group of Companies Limited donated 
the sum of N5million to the club for 
their exploits.

In her reaction, commissioner for 
Youth Entrepreneurship and Sports 
Development, Barr. Dr. Uju Nwogu 
commended FC IfeanyiUbah’s class act 
of winning the Federation Cup trophy.

The Honourable Commissioner said 
“Anambra state is always the pacesetter 
in every field of endeavor.”

She highlighted some of the achieve-
ments of the state in recent national 
competitions, which has really put the 
state on the map. The Commissioner 
harped on the need for other well-
meaning individuals in the state to 
emulate the exploits and vision of Dr. 
Ubah for youth development and sport 
promotion.

Thereafter the executive governor 
alongside the commissioner for Infor-
mation, Youth Entpreneurship and 
Sports Development counterpart with 
Former National Chairman of APGA, 
Victor Umeh alongside Dr. Patrick 
Ifeanyi Ubah and Club Chairman Chuk-
wuma Ubah embarked on an open 
truck road tour to show off the trophy.

… as governor Willie Obiano donates N10m to the team

W
illiam Egb e di ,  of 
Air-Assault  Golf 
Club Port Harcourt, 
has emerged overall 
winner of the 15th 

edition of Aba Heineken Amateur Golf 
Tournament hosted by the golf section 
of the Aba Sports Club.

Egbedi, who also won the tourna-
ment in 2012 and 2013, played 7-under 
over two days, to beat other players, 
including Emmanuel Onumajuru, the 
defending champion and member of 
Aba Golf Club.

The Port Harcourt based amateur 
golfer, who was excited with the win, 
stated that it will spur him to also com-
pete at the forthcoming Governor’s 
Cup, which will also be hosted by Aba 
Sports Club.

Egbedi wins Heineken Amateur Golf Tournament
GODFREY OFURUM, Aba  He urged more youths to come into 

golf, saying that the game is not an ex-
clusive right of the rich, stressing that 
there are different kits for all categories 
of players.

Defeating Emma Onumajuru, the 
defending champion and a member 
of the Aba Golf Club was a big feat for 
Egbedi, which according to him was not 
an easy task.

“It is not easy to beat a good player in 
his own course, so I feel happy winning 
here. I trained hard for this tournament, 
because I know that it won’t be easy to 
beat him.”

He urged government and corporate 
organizations to encourage the game of 
golf in the country, by sponsoring more 
professional tournaments.

The Heineken-Aba Amateur Golf 
Open Championship, sponsored by 
the Nigerian Breweries (NB) plc, is in 

line with the firm’s corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) programme, geared 
towards giving back to the society, 
Nicolaas Vervelde, managing director/
chief executive officer of NB plc, said.

He explained that sponsorship of 
such tournaments offers the firm, the 
opportunity to demonstrate her ever 
commitment towards sports develop-
ment in Aba, Abia State and Nigeria in 
general.

Represented by Babatunde Jinadu, 
NB plc’s Aba plant manager, the NB 
plc’s chief executive officer noted that 
sponsorship of such games is also in line 
with the firm’s philosophy of winning 
with Nigeria.

According to him, “we have over 
the years been active in supporting 
Nigeria’s national development aspira-
tions, which is seen by our continuous 
identification and response to major 

challenges confronting the nation, 
through corporate social responsibility 
programmes, especially in the area of 
sports, youth empowerment, and talent 
development, amongst others.

Geoffery Uzoagbara, president, Aba 
Sports Club, who was excited with the 
standard of the green-18-holes Aba 
Golf Course, congratulated NB plc for 
hosting the tournament on such a turf, 
which was achieved simultaneously.

He assured of his administration’s 
commitment at ensuring that the Golf 
section as with other sections of the 
club, receives the needed support of the 
management committee.

Uzoagbara, described the NB plc, as 
club’s best benefactor and thanked the 
management of the foremost brewer in 
Nigeria, for the sustained faith in the 
club, by ensuring that the tournament 
is played annually.
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 Stock Exchange 419 (1)

M
y friend Goke Adebayo phoned 
me the other day. “O.J., I just 
had the weirdest experience. 
What is the world coming to?”

Goke is a Senior Lecturer 
in Economics at one of the newer universities. 
Each of these schools is struggling to make 
a name for itself and overtake the older 
universities, which they claim are all half dead 
and don’t know where they’re going. Imagine 
that! Anyway, Goke and his colleagues were 
trying to recruit a young scholar to teach 
Economics 101, the year-long introductory 
course which they made a requirement for all 
students in the university. Their philosophy, 
which I must say I endorse, is that in today’s 
world everybody needs to know economics 
the way they used to know Greek and Latin 
and Shakespeare. “All life is economic” is their 
sensible motto.

“So what happened?” I asked him. “What 
is this weird experience that has you shaken 
up? Did the candidate ask you to abolish the 
Economics Department?”

“He might just as well have asked us to 
abolish the Economics Department.”

I meant this as a joke, but my friend seemed 
to take it quite seriously. I mean, who but a 
madman would ask his prospective employer to 
close shop? At least you wait till you get the job, 
then you could, if you still think it wise, legislate 
yourself out of a job.

“Did he suggest the Department be radically 
reshaped?” I asked.

“We might have countenanced such a 
suggestion. The discipline of Economics is old, 
but our school is new, and we’re open to fresh 
ideas.”

“Even so, the young man would be guilty of 
improper timing, lack of diplomatic savvy, and 
pardonable naivety,” I said.

“Did you say pardonable?” Goke exploded. 
“In a system that won’t accept you if you didn’t 
score a Credit in English in WASC twenty 
years ago, even if you subsequently earned a 
B.Sc. (First Class) in Economics in an English-
speaking foreign university? That’s how absurd 
the Nigerian educational system is—or have 
you forgotten?”

“Now that you mention it, I remember 
there was a time in the remote past when you 
could fail WASC because you scored an A in 7 
subjects but an F in English. That sort of Result 
was something of a miracle—but it happened 
occasionally.”

“Well, very little has changed, actually. 
WASC no longer issues Pass or Fail certificates, 
but in the universities the British colonial 
mindset still reigns supreme.”

“And so, what exactly happened at this 
interview?” I was curious but I was also getting 
impatient.

“The candidate,” said Goke, “was a bright, 
young Ph.D. who came very well recommended. 
He’d been to the Source.”

“Oh, he’d explored the Cameroon Mountains 
where River Benue has its source?”

“No, he’d worked on Wall Street.”
“You mean the Wailing Wall?”
“I mean Wall Street. The one and only. 

The financial capital of the World under the 
Capitalist Dispensation.”

“God Almighty! How then could he go so 
terribly wrong?”

“Yep. The man is sharp, eloquent, and 
sophisticated.”

“He can’t be sophisticated if he’s telling the 
Economics Department to close shop.”

“Well, what actually happened was this: we 
asked him if there was a new course he would, 
if he could, add to the curriculum. He proposed 
that, in addition to Economics 101, a follow-up 
half-yearly course should also be required of 
all students. The course would be called Stock 
Exchange 419.”

“419? What on earth did he mean by that? 

He was joking, wasn’t he?”
“The entire panel of six interviewers had 

a good laugh, and congratulated him on his 
comic wit. But he turned quite serious-faced 
and said this was no joke.”

“Oh, no joke, eh? He was simply following 
his mother’s advice that this was a very original 
proposal that was sure to get him the teaching 
position?”

“Well, I don’t know anything about his 
mother—or his father for that matter. I hope 
they are honest, hard working folk. But the 
young man went on to explain that he had 
discovered while on Wall Street that the Stock 
Market is a fraud.”

“The Stock Market a fraud? The central 
sustaining pillar of the global economic system 
a fraud? Who told him that? In what book did 
he read it?”

“He didn’t read it in any book, he said. On 
the contrary, he plans to write the first-ever 
book on the Stock Market from that bizarre 
point of view.”

“Amazing! Some people are so brave they 
are virtually suicidal!”

“His view is that the Stock Market is an 
elaborate 419 scheme designed to cheat the 
ignorant and unsuspecting public of their hard-
earned money.”

“You mean, like a Lottery, or a Gambling 
Casino?”

“Exactly. Only, he says, that in the casino or 
lottery the playing field is level and all players 
have an equal chance of winning or losing . . .”

“Unless of course the system is secretly 
manipulated to favor some players over others.”

“True. But those systems have evolved 
beyond such favoritism. The owners make quite 
enough money without any need for further 
manipulation. And they will not manipulate 
the system just to favor their friends—without 
risking huge losses if the truth gets out.”

“So, how is the Stock Market different?”
“The Stock Market, the young man argued, 

is, from first to last, secretly manipulated.”
“Who by?”
“By those he called The Big Boys. And then 

he went on to tell us a story by the 19th century 
Scottish novelist Robert Louis Stevenson titled 
‘The Bottle Imp,’ which he said was a parable of 
the Stock Market . . . .”

                  • To be continued
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Week
Quotes of the

Nowadays e-mail servers scan e-mail messages before 
you even download them. Some e-mail servers even 
send you an automated e-mail to inform you about an 
infected incoming e-mail or about an infected outgoing 
e-mail rejected by a receiving e-mail server. So local 
scanning of e-mail messages is far less important. Fur-
thermore, I am not sure if the anti-virus software I use 
(ClamAV) is capable of detecting viruses in e-mail attach-
ments encoded as ASCII characters. Anyway, purely out 
of curiosity I decided to investigate whether it would be 
possible to scan Thunderbird’s temporary files reliably.

To configure Thunderbird to create the temporary 
message files, it is necessary to select ‘Edit’ > ‘Preferences’ 
> ‘Security’ > ‘Antivirus’ and tick ‘Allow anti-virus clients 
to quarantine individual incoming messages’ (which sets 
mailnews.downloadToTempFile to true). Once that op-
tion has been selected, Thunderbird creates a temporary 
file /tmp/newmsg per message, which exists for a very 
brief (and inconstant) time before Thunderbird deletes 
it. When downloading several e-mail messages in very 
rapid succession, Thunderbird creates temporary files 
with different names (‘newmsg‘, ‘newmsg-1‘, ‘newmsg-2‘, 
‘newmsg-3‘ and so on) to avoid overwriting messages, but 
usually one file named newmsg is sufficient to cater for 
the message download rate, as Thunderbird only keeps 
the temporary files for a very short time until it moves 
the message to the Inbox.

The problem with this approach is that Thunderbird 
does not provide any handshake mechanism to inform 
external anti-virus software that it has finished writ-
ing to a temporary file and that the file is available for 
scanning, nor does Thunderbird provide any handshake 
mechanism for external anti-virus software to inform 
Thunderbird when the scan of each temporary message 
file has finished (i.e. to tell Thunderbird that it can go 
ahead and delete the temporary file). In other words, the 
Thunderbird ‘solution’ is not a solution at all. In fact, I 
have found empirically that, if the anti-virus software 
is not fast enough, it can scan an incomplete temporary 
message file (i.e. the evaluation of the e-mail message 
would not be thorough and hence would be invalid).

Blogs
From the 

“The current U.S. government has breached the 
nuclear deal in many occasions. The latest is exten-
sion of sanctions for 10 years, if it happens, would 
surely be against JCPOA, and the nation would 
definitely react to it.” Ayatollah Khamenei, Iran 
Supreme Leader.
“It will be a welcome development if we find an 
American President who has that kind of disposi-
tion. One is not saying ‘cut off aid completely’. But 
you also find out that the aid money that comes to 
Africa also ends up in bureaucratic nonsense. The 
money really doesn’t get to the people who actually 
need it. Chido Onumah, coordinator, African Centre 
for Media & Information Literacy (ACMIL).
“Imagine these days, a woman would be pregnant 
and say she is going to America to give birth all 
because she wants her child to be American citizen. 
A girl told my friend ‘I can’t marry you because you 
can’t sponsor me to the US to deliver my baby’. What 
kind of nonsense is that? If Donald Trump takes 
his stand on immigration it will be good for us. Joe 
Nwokedi, human right lawyer and a social crusader. 

Numbers
$867m
The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) says it has given 
access to about 7,792 requests for foreign exchange 
valued at over 867 million dollars to manufacturers 
and other strategic actors in the Nigerian economy. 

N310bn
The Bank of Industry (BoI) says its N310 billion 
five-year financing programme for Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (SMEs) will fast track expansion 
of the sector.


