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About Jessica 
Jessica Lawton is a homeschool mom to five fantastically fabulous children. 
Her hobbies include book collecting, knitting, reading, and birdwatching. 
While being a teacher or writer was never on her list of “Things to Be 
When I Grow Up,” she curiously finds herself doing both, and enjoying it. 
This only strengthens her firmly held belief that God has better plans for us 
than we have for ourselves. Jessica is the author of many of the Morning 
Time plans at Pambarnhill.com and also the Eight For Each State 
geography series with a study for every US state. 

Key Ideas 
• Morning Time is about fostering a love of things that are true, good and beautiful. It is not necessary 

to focus on academics, or fact based subjects. Instead, we should be using that time to develop our 
children’s taste for good things by exposing them to as much beauty as possible.  

• When kids get older, sometimes they don’t appreciate being read to from picture books, so finding 
supplemental material is important. In order to level-up your morning Time for older students you 
can search out themed podcasts, YouTube videos and society pages online for the person you are 
studying. They often have great suggestions for older students.  

• Another great way to get older kids engaged in material is to invite them into conversation about 
the topic. Using open ended questions or sharing your own observation and inviting theirs is a great 
way to open the door for discussion.  
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Quotables 
“Music, picture study, and poetry are good for any age because what you're doing is exposing them 

to it to breed appreciation.” 

Jessica Lawton 
“The purpose of Morning Time is about fostering a love for all of those true, good, and beautiful 

things that we have in our world, not necessarily about facts.” 

Jessica Lawton 
“You're just taking one level of learning and you're adding an extra layer on to it. And so we can still 
all study the same things, but we're adding an extra layer on to some of the activities for the older 

kids and it challenges them a little more. It gets them thinking in different ways.” 

Pam Barnhill 
“Think of leveling up as fine-tuning, all of that appreciation you've built up through the exposure that 

you're giving your children through Morning Time.” 

Jessica Lawton 

Time Stamps 
3:05 meet Jessica Lawton 
5:05 activities that don’t need to be “leveled up” 
8:22 picture books and older kids and what to do instead 
14:10 supplementing when the older kids need a little more 
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