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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th May, 2015, at 7.25pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 

 
10. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence was received from County Councillors D Bell, A Bonner and J Chaplow.  
 
11. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest of requests for dispensations.  
 
12. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 There were likely to be challenges ahead for the County Council following the general election 
in early May.  It was necessary to wait to see what the outcomes would be.  

 Several County Councillors had made provision from their budgets towards the cost of covert 
cameras which could be used to gather evidence in relation to fly-tipping and other 
environmental crimes to enable prosecutions to take place. 
 

Items brought to County Councillors’ attention included: 
 Fly-tipping had appeared near the garages on Briardene.  
 

Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
13. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £193.85 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for May. 
(ii) £48.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for May.  
(iii) £79.00 to Mr MG Ackroys in respect of internal audit. 
(iv) £40.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas and £100.00 

in respect of lawn mower fuel.  
(v) £4,800.00 to Artis Consulting Ltd in respect of quantity surveying services.  

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 29th Apr 2015 £ 286.50 Clerk’s wages    No. 769 
(ii) 28th Apr 2015 £ 71.40 HMRC     No. 770 
(iii) 29th Apr 2015 £ 131.04 CDALC     No. 771 
(iv) 29th Apr 2015 £ 2,400.00 Artis Consulting Ltd   No. 772 
(v) 29th Apr 2015 £ 1,095.57 Zurich Municipal    No. 773 

 
14. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) CDALC - Details of the next meeting of the smaller local councils forum. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

(b) CDALC - Details of various training sessions for chairs and members.  
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
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15. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

 R Cubley Rosebank House 
Commercial Street 
Cornsay Colliery 
 

Change of use of agricultural land to 
domestic garden and erection of fence 

 Resolved: That the Council has no objections to this application 
 
16. REPORT OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Internal Auditor, copies of which had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the report and issues raised be noted. 
 
(ii) That further consideration be given to financial management of the community centre project once 
the outcome of the Lottery application was known. 
 
17. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE - FUNDING 
 
The Clerk reported that a meeting would take place with the funding officer from the Big Lottery who 
was assessing the application on 10th June, 2015. It was hoped a final decision would be reached by 
July.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.   
 
18. CORNSAY VILLAGE GREEN 
 
Councillor Robb reported that Durham County Council had last year applied weed killer to areas 
around the seats and play equipment.  Unfortunately the grass in these areas had not regrown and 
they were in need to re-seeding.  
 
Additionally, a dip had appeared in the green due to settlement which could be top soiled and seeded 
to improve its appearance.  The residents association was prepared to undertake the work if the 
Council could supply the seed and topsoil. 
 
Resolved: That Makepeace Landscapes be asked to supply the necessary grass seed and soil  at 
the Council’s cost. 
 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.55 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 
 
 


