
 
 
 
 

 

June 5 Graduation Sunday 
 

  Roots/Vine/Shine 56  

 End-of-Year Celebration 
 

June 12 All-Church Whitecaps Game 
 

June 20 Canticum Novum 

 Choral Ensemble 
 

June 20-23 

 Vacation Bible School 
 

June 25-July 2 

 Vine Mission Trip 

 Denver, CO 
 

July 9-15 

 Roots Mission Trip 

 Charlotte, NC 
 

Aug. 21-27  

  Adult Mission Trip 

 Redbird Mission, Beverly, KY  
 

Sept. 11 Whole-Church Worship  

 and Picnic Celebration 
 

Oct. 21-23 

 All-Church Retreat 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Sunday, June 12 
All-Church  

Whitecaps Outing 
 

For those who have signed up  

for the Whitecaps game,  

your tickets are available at the  

Family Ministries Desk.  
 

On June 12, we will see you at  

1:00 p.m. at the Budweiser  

Bowtie Deck, located 

along the first base line 

in the outfield. 

The Session retained TAG consulting to help us determine the needs of our 
church and prioritize issues that our new pastor will need to address. We want 
to know what is important to you before we begin discussing our clergy  
position with interested candidates.  
  
John Holm is the TAG consultant who is working with the Pastor Nominating  
Committee (PNC) and brings a wealth of experience and knowledge to the 
task. He is an experienced Lutheran pastor 
who served in churches for years prior to 
becoming a management consultant. He 
specializes in helping churches call pastors, 
plan their futures and deal with pressing 
organizational issues. John conducted a 
planning retreat on May 14 and 15 that was 
attended by your church leaders including 
teaching elders, ruling elders, staff, and  
members of the PNC. 
 

Retreat participants identified the core values of First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven and critically reviewed its mission statement. Strengths,  
weaknesses, opportunities and threats to our success were also considered.   
We discussed the general direction the church needs to pursue in the coming 
three to five years with the understanding that specific, measurable goals need 
to be developed. This work will be completed with our new pastor after a call 
has been accepted. The results of the retreat will be posted at our website at 
fpgh.org. An Executive Summary of the TAG consulting report findings will 
also be posted. Interested people should review this information and contact 
any member of the PNC with comments and concerns.  
 

The PNC will summarize information about our church using feedback from 
the retreat and other sources. We will then file a Ministry Information Form 
(called a MIF) with the Presbytery. Candidates have access to our MIF through 
the Presbytery, online and through advertising. Interested pastors reading our 
MIF can express a desire to be called by submitting a Personal Information 
Form (called a PIF) to our PNC. The website is under construction and will 
include our MIF, with the PNC adding other information to the site as it  
becomes available.  
 

Please keep us in your prayers as we continue the search process, and feel free 
to call us with your comments, suggestions and recommendations. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Bill Blessing, Lynne Bosch, Becky Burton, Jay Neitring, Rick Skodack,  
Meggie Snyder, Deb Stanley, Margie Steinmetz and Melanie Ver Duin 

An Update from Your  
Pastor Nominating Committee  
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Prayer Concerns:  
Darld Black, Betty Joelson, Helen 
LaVercombe, Beth Maschewske and 
Ruth Mastenbrook  

 

Congratulations! 
to Brian and Angela Woline and big 
sister Caroline on the birth of Elnora 
Perrier Woline on May 2. Proud 
grandfather is Armand Perrier and 
happy uncle is A.J. Perrier. 

 

 to Rick and Donna vandenBerg on 
the birth of their granddaughter,  
Sylvia Jean on May 24. Parents are 
Matthew and Melissa vandenBerg.  

 

 to Ken and Betty Johnson on  
celebrating 60 years of marriage  
on May 26!  

 

Our Sympathy: 

to Ivan and Joanne Nordin on the 
April 19, 2016 death of Ivan’s son 
Eric Nordin. 
 

 to Greg and Courtney Ransford  
and family on the May 16th death  
of Courtney’s grandmother, Louise  
Edwards.  

 

 to Josh and Megan Hayes and  
family on the death of Josh’s  
grandmother, Joan Carter Aton,  
on May 17, 2016. 
 

Thank you! 
“A heartfelt thank you for all the 
prayers and support I received from 
so many of you during my recent bout 
with a world-class kidney stone. After 

In Our Church 

 
 
 

Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 
who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 
from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 
 

 

June 15 Barbara Casemier 
 708 Winter Street 
 Spring Lake, MI 49456 
 
June 22 Charlie Davis 
 Lakeshore Assisted Living
 16331 Robbins Road 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
July 25 Claude Snyder 
 7178 Lake Vista Drive SW 1B 
 Byron Center, MI  49315 

July 27 Sue Roper 
 Village at the Pines 
 1450 Ferry Street #331 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
July 28 Laurel Hendrick 
 17880 Merrywood Lane 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
  

The First Annual 

All-Church Retreat 
October 21-23, 2016 

 

Mark your calendars and invite your 
friends to our first annual all-church 
retreat at Gull Lake Ministries from 
Friday, October 21 through Sunday, 
October 23! 
 

Gull Lake is 88 miles from Grand  
Haven, just north of Kalamazoo.  
In addition to enjoying the beautiful 
lake, challenging yourselves on the 
climbing wall or challenging your 
friends in a round of bowling or a 
game of pickleball, there will be  
worship sessions, a keynote speaker 
and small groups. There will also be 
breakout sessions for kids. 
 

Accommodations are in the brand- 
new lodges and condos which offer 
family-oriented guest rooms, each 
with a private bath, queen or king bed 
and one or two bunk beds. The lodges 
also have a large common area with a 
kitchen and dining area, as well as a 
great room for meetings. All facilities 
are handicap accessible. 
 

The cost of the retreat is $80 per adult 
and $20 for children ages 4-18.  
Children 3 and under are free. The 
price includes lodging, meals and  
activities. Single rooms are available 
for an additional $50.  
 

Registration forms are available at the 
Welcome Desk, in the church office 
or on-line at www.fpgh.org. If you 
have questions, please contact Becky 
Yonan (byonan@fpgh.org) or Jill 
VanderWal (jillv@fpgh.org). 

about 10 weeks battling it, I finally 
am almost back to normal. I got 
cards and meals and trips to the doc-
tors and hospitals, plus many, many 
prayers. The love I could feel from 
so many people is such a blessing 
that I thank God for every day.” 

Sandie Enders 
 
“Thank you all for the cards, notes, 
visits and prayers, the funeral lunch-
eon and the beautiful prayer shawl 
given for Harvey during his illness 
and passing. It was appreciated.”  
 

Barb Bekins 
 

“Dear Church Family: 
Thank you for the many prayers,  
flowers, and cards sent my way 
while I was recovering from surgery. 
So many thoughtful people provided 
meals, rides for our children, and  
humor! I have bounced back quick-
ly, and certainly it is because of your 
care and support. Thank you prayer 
chain, prayer shawl knitters (Karen 
Nienhouse!), Jill Vander Wal for the 
visit, Linda Male for your support, 
and Rob Hlebinsky and the staff for  
covering my responsibilities. I can-
not express the depth of gratitude I 
feel for each of you in this commu-
nity of faith except to say thank you, 
thank you, and thank you.” 

Maryanne Beery 
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OUR VISION 
 

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a Christ-centered community of acceptance,  
growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands to serve. 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Linda Male, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Coordinator 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   
of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
9:00 a.m. (traditional) 

& 10:30 a.m. (contemporary) 
 

From the Desk of Linda Male 

The Church Calendar 
 

“For Christians, the primary rhythm of keeping time is that of the week. This understanding of time is rooted in God’s 

creative action (Gen. 1:1-2:4) and connected with the Jewish practice of Sabbath-keeping (Exod. 20:8-11). With the  

resurrection of Jesus Christ on the first day of the week (Matt. 28:1-19 and parallels), time itself is transformed and  

fulfilled. Sunday—the Lord’s Day—has become the day of new creation on which Christians gather in the presence of 

the risen Lord to hear the good news of the gospel and to share the meal that Christ prepares (Luke 24:13-35; Acts 

20:7).” 

 

This quote from the Presbyterian Planning Calendar provides a good summary for the reasons we gather in worship 

from week to week.  In worship we also observe seasons such as Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, 

and the long stretch when there is no special season or festival time—“Ordinary Time.”  Although there is no biblical 

prescription for observing these festival times, they are based on events and times in Jesus’ life and are part of salvation 

history.  It is our way to “remember and believe.”   

 

In another article you can read about the preaching cycle for the summer “Ordinary Time.”  We are following the para-

bles that Young Children and Worship use in the children’s worship time during both services.  From the introduction on 

Sunday, June 5, until the end of the sermon series on Sunday, September 4, the whole church will hear the same para-

bles.  The reading of scripture will be Children’s Ministries Director Becky Yonan taking us by video through a lesson in 

the same way the children are accustomed to hearing and seeing it.  We hear and see the Bible. 

 

We will worship in a refreshing way and will be better able to understand not only the Scriptures but also the children’s 

worship experience.  We Enter the Mystery. 



Tidings article deadline for June 2016 
issue: May 20, 2016 

Submittals, suggestions or comments: 
sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 
FPC editorial staff reserves the right to 

accept or decline, edit for length and 
content all submitted material. 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Perspectives on the 
Community Artist and 

Speaker Series 
  
According to Martin 
Luther, “Beautiful 
music is the art of 
the prophets that can 

calm the agitations of the soul; it is 
one of the most magnificent and  
delightful presents God has given us.” 
 

And what delights God has brought  
us with the Community Artist Series!  
This past season, we hosted  
performances ranging from Central 
Michigan University’s Powers Wood-
wind Quintet, to opera (the West 
Michigan Opera Project presenting 
Suor Angelica, a one-act opera by 
Giacomo Puccini), to Neil Jacobs and 
his 12-string guitar!  From our  
comfortable lakeshore community, 
we’ve traveled musically from  
classical to gypsy, Balkan folk to 
Celtic, and organ to trumpet! 
 

Hosting the 80-member West Michigan 
Concert Winds in their “Carnegie Hall 
or Bust!” performance on May 1 was 
a special treat, with attendance  
topping 400 and standing room only 
(seriously!).  
 

Our 2016/2017 season promises even 
more soul-stirring performances,  
including the Schlitz Creek Bluegrass 
Band in September, the ever-popular 
Rich and Brandon Ridenour in  
October and the New Reformation 
Jazz Band in June. Concert  
sponsorships beginning at $500 are 
still available for next year (contact 
Eric Snyder for more information).  
We appreciate your attendance and 
your generosity!   

 Nancy Levenburg 
C.A.S. Committee 

Responding to God’s Generosity 
“Give away your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given 
back—given back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the 
way. Generosity begets generosity.”  Luke 6:38 The Message 

 

On a quarterly basis, the Generosity Committee is featuring a “testimonial” 
from church members on what they are grateful for, why they give of their 
time, talents and treasures, and why they are motivated to support the church 
financially. This quarter the committee talked to Steve and Diana Groters: 

We were married in the Grand Haven First Presbyterian Church chapel and 
celebrated our 31st anniversary in March. When our relationship started,  
we both had “Presbyterian” plates on our wall, Diana’s from White Pigeon 
First Presbyterian celebrating a 150-year anniversary, and Steve’s from 
FPCGH. Diana was at that time a member at Holt First Presbyterian, and 
then joined our Grand Haven church. Diana has served as an Elder and 
Deacon and is a board member for the Poppen Foundation for the Arts.  
Steve served a couple of terms as Elder and chaired the Stewardship  
Committee for four years. Steve continues on the Generosity Committee  
and is also a Gideon. We have both have participated in Hands to Serve.  

Both of us are retired elementary school principals. With 77 years combined 
in education, we recognized early on that our greatest accomplishments will 
not come from possessions, but from the help we provide to people and  
causes around the world. 

We feel very blessed with our lives. Like all people, the ebbs and tides, peaks 
and valleys of life have not escaped us. We are both cancer survivors, our  
parents are deceased along with a granddaughter at the age of eleven to  
Mitochondrial Disease and a nephew to Cystic Fibrosis. Our church and 
faith have provided strength for us. 

Our God is a giving God. He is a God of abundance. The Bible has many 
references to his love of giving. Jesus sacrificed willingly on the cross and 
then invited us into the fullness of life. As his children, we are called to  
imitate him. (Ephesians 5:1). Our generosity and mission in giving of time 
and resources is a demonstration of God’s character and a response to what 
he has done for us. 

Christians are a light to the world (Mark 5:14-16). Because God is  
generous, we are called to be generous. Generosity not only points others to 
God, it is an appropriate response to 
what God has done for us. 

We first fulfill our pledge to 
FPCGH. We then also financially 
support Cancer, Diabetes,  
Mitochondria, Cystic Fibrosis and 
the Gideons organizations, the  
United Way, 100+ Women Who 
Care and other community services 
and organizations. Our generosity in 
giving is a demonstration of God’s 
character and response to what he 
has done for us. 

Steve and Diana Groters 

left to right: Christina, Kyle, Steve, Mitch, Shannon, 
Diana, and Eric 
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In Our Church 

1 Peter 4:8-10 “...As generous distributors of God’s manifold grace, put your gifts at the service of one another, each in the measure he has received.”  

Enter the Mystery 
Living in the Parables 

Summer 2016 
 

While Jesus announced the Kingdom of God, he never defined it; rather he  

described it in stories called parables. These stories invite us to ask questions 

and entertain the mysterious nature of the Kingdom. This can be difficult!  

Parables are both story and metaphor. As a metaphor the parables invite us 

into the story to know and experience the presence of God. We can know  

God in a different way when we enter into a parable and experience the  

reality within. God invites us to enter into the story and to live in it. 

 

In the parables the reign of God enters the ordinary everyday life of real  

people: shepherds, bakers, farmers, wealthy merchants, and outsiders. These 

stories are connected to real places: Jerusalem, Jericho,  homes, vineyards  

and gardens. The kingdom of God permeates this ordinary world of human 

experience and mysterious, impossible things happen. This is just a glimpse  

of the kingdom of God. 

 

So, let’s embrace the mystery and enjoy the adventure. This summer we will journey along with the Young Children  

& Worship curriculum to live into the kingdom that comes as a gift with the hope that we can learn to receive it with 

the heart of a child.   
 
 

    June 
 

12   The Good Shepherd & Lost Sheep – Luke 15:3-6 
19   The Mustard Seed – Matthew 13:31-32 
26   The Leaven – Matthew 13:33 
 
     July 
 

3   The Great Pearl – Matthew 13:45-46 
10   The Sower – Matthew 13:3-8 
17   The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:25-37 
24   The Great Banquet – Luke 14:15-24 
31   The Farmer and the Growing Seed – Mark 4:26-29 
 
     August 
 

7   The Treasure – Matthew 13:44 
14   The Fish Net – Matthew 13:47-48 
21   The Two Sons – Matthew 21:28-32 
28   The Good Shepherd and the Wolf – John 10:11-16 
 
     September 
 

4   The Good Shepherd/Lord’s Supper – I Corinthians 11:23-26 
11   10:00 AM Whole-Church Worship and Picnic Celebration 
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Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on Sundays during the school year from  
5:15-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 

 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in 
Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th graders!  
Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00,  
followed by age-appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by Becky Yonan. 

 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook page. 
 

Contact Info: 
 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth, Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

Youth Summer 
Mission Trips! 

 

Please keep our students in your 
prayers as they experience these  

life-changing trips. 

 
Vine  

June 25-July 2 
(students currently  
in 8th-12th grade) 

 

Vine is headed to Denver, CO! 

 

 

Roots 
July 9-15 

(students currently  
in 6th & 7th grade) 

 

Roots will be going to Charlotte, NC!  
 

 

Family Life Ministries—Youth  

End of Year  
Celebration! 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 5 
5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

Come play games, hang out, eat food and celebrate the end of the year!  

Don’t miss it - it will be epic!  

Graduate Recognition Sunday 
June 5 

 
 
 

All graduates (high school, college, or other),  

please plan to bring your caps and gowns  

to worship on June 5, which is the day  

we will be recognizing your acheivements!  
 

Congratulations on all of your accomplishments! 



PAGE 7 VOLUME 64, ISSUE 5 

Family Life Ministries—Children 

What’s Happening in Young Children & Worship? 
 

We are excited to introduce the second book in our Young Children & Worship program to our first through third 
graders. The stories come from the book of Mark in the Bible and the stories are a little more complex.Younger 
children will continue learning the stories & parables from Young Children & Worship (book one).   
 

Below is the schedule of stories for June: 
 

June 5  Baptism   Acts 2:38-39 & Matthew 28:18-20  
June 12   The Good Shepherd and the Lost Sheep   Luke 15:3-6 
June 18  The Mustard Seed   Matthew 13:31-32 
June 26  The Leaven   Matthew 13:33 

 

If you have any questions, you can contact Becky Yonan at byonan@fpgh.org, or 842-6760, extension 14. 

Vacation Bible School Arts Camp 

June 20-23 from 9:30-Noon  
“Invite everyone, I want my house to be full.” Luke 14:23  

Theme: The Parable of the Great Feast 
Luke 14:15-23 

A week where kids can unplug from technology and  
dive into exploring the Bible through the arts.  

Children entering kindergarten through 6th grade  
are invited to VBS!  

There will be arts for all ages and abilities.  
Try something new, discover talents and passions!  

 

Registration forms can be found on the church website  
at www.fpgh.org, or at the Family Ministries desk.  

Registration deadline is June 5. 
 

We are looking for adults or high school youth who are willing to be  
helpers to the arts leaders. No art experience required.  

Contact Becky Yonan at 616-842-6760 or byonan@fpgh.org 

Hand2Hand  
Update 

 

This month’s special food request 
for the Hand2Hand Backpack 
program is: 
 

 Jam or Jelly (in plastic jars or 
squeeze bottles)  
 

 

Any donations may be dropped off 
in the blue 
donation bin 
located by the 
Children’s  
Ministries 
office. Please 
send in sauce 
donations by 
June 5 so they may be sent home 
with students on the last day of 
school.  Thank you! 

Thank You to our Hand2Hand Volunteers and Supporters! 
 

A huge “THANK YOU!” to everyone who has supported this mission though food donations, financial support and to 
those who pack and deliver the backpacks each week! We feed between 100-114 students in grades pre-K through 12 
every week right here in our community.   
 

Here are some quotes from the families whose children receive the backpacks: 

 “These foods help fill the gap when not having something to eat in the house. We are so grateful for these things!” 

 “This is such a huge help for our family!” 

 “Big hugs and full tummys. Thank you so much for all you who help our family. God bless!” 
 

 ...and a few comments from the Lakeshore Middle School staff: 

 “It is so great...we ARE SO GRATEFUL for all your community does for us.” 

 “If you think of your kids on Christmas morning with their BIG grins—that is how most of the kids 
look when they get their bags or I ask them about it.” 

 

Thank you for your faithful support of this important mission! 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

June 2016 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Sign-ups Coming Soon: 

Adult/Teen Mission Trip 

Red Bird Mission  

in Beverly, Kentucky 

August 21-27, 2016 
 

An exciting Hands to Serve opportunity is coming your way this summer!   
 

Teens and adults from First Presbyterian will be joining workers from 
other churches to help an Appalachian mission project. The Red Bird 
Mission has been working with three counties in Kentucky that are all 
ranked in the top 20 poorest counties in the entire country. Red Bird, 
located in Beverly, Kentucky, began with just a school but has grown to  
a full-service mission encompassing education, health and wellness, 
community outreach programs and economic opportunity for people 
through a craft store and a community store.  Dedicated volunteers  
living as “Christ’s hands to serve” share their time and love throughout 
the year.   

Meeting dates with information for First Presbyterian mission team  
volunteers will be announced soon.  Mark this week on your calendar now 
to share your love with those in need. Space is limited, so act quickly! 

 

Summer Worship 

Hours Have Begun! 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service 

 

10:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 

 
Shine! will be on break  

until September,  

Young Children & Worship will 

continue throughout  

the summer 


