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T
he Nigerian Com-
munications Com-
mission (NCC) has 
been lashed on so-
cial media by tele-

coms subscribers in Nigeria 
who were very displeased 
with the regulator’s decision 
to hike data tariff prices from 
mobile operators.

Stakeholders say NCC has 
in recent times failed to liaise 
with Ministry of Communi-
cation and the Senate before 
making important decisions.

“We excused the mistake 
they first made with the 
MTN fine which they said 
had been reduced by 35 
percent initially and then 
came back to say it was a 
mistake and was actually a 
25 percent. This was over-
looked probably because a 
Minister of Communication 
had not yet been appointed 
and so the commission had 
to wait for the President’s 
instruction,” Titilope Joshua, 
a telecoms industry analyst, 
told BDSUNDAY.

“But how can we excuse 
the fact that the Ministry 
of Communications and the 
Senate say they know ab-
solutely nothing about the 
plans to introduce price floor 
plan of mobile operators and 
increase data tariffs?” she 
said.

Bukola Saraki, Nigerian 
Senate President, criticised 
the Commission for not do-
ing enough consultation 
before initiating the policy.

As soon as the news broke 
on Monday, November 28, 
social media hash tags like 
#DataHike, #NoToDataHike 
and #notodatahikeincrease 
started trending on Twit-
ter. People created differ-
ent memes on Instagram 
and Facebook explaining 
how difficult it would be to 
carry out their daily activi-
ties online if data prices are 
increased.

MTN had sent text mes-
sages to its customers stat-
ing that there would be an 
increase in its data tariffs on 
December 1, 2016 as directed 
by the NCC.

The message read: “Dear 
customer, please be informed 
that from December 1, some 
MTN data tariffs will be 
increased to reflect the 
new rates set by the NCC to 
operators.”

It was no surprise that 
MTN had been the first oper-
ator to act on the regulator’s 
directives as stated in a letter 
to mobile operators dated 
November 1, 2016, which 
said that “the interim floor 
price for data services was 
0.90k/MB for big operators, 
and that this rate will subsist 
pending the finalisation of 
the study on the determina-
tion of cost based pricing for 
retail broadband and data 
services in Nigeria to be ef-
fective on December 1, 2016.”

“MTN was quick to send 
out notices to subscribers 

on the planned data price 
hike because this past year, 
they have been dealt with 
by NCC for failing to dis-
connect 5.2 million unreg-
istered subscribers before a 
particular date as directed 
by the regulator. It can’t 
be easy to forget the huge 
N1.04 trillion fine imposed 
on the operator before the 
fine was reduced, so I can 
imagine why they didn’t 
want to get burnt twice,” 
Subomi Sodipo, CEO, CF 
Mobile, told BDSUNDAY.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Deolu Ogunbanjo, 
president, National Associa-
tion of Telecommunications 
Subscribers (NATCOMS), 
said NCC as a regulator must 
always protect the interest 
of the consumers, adding 
that the plan to increase data 
tariff is “unfortunate, insensi-
tive and anti-consumer”.

“NCC as a regulator should 
be an impartial arbiter be-
tween the operators and 
the consumer. Although the 
Senate has ordered that the 
idea should be suspended, it 
must be cancelled outright to 
avoid a possibility of revisit-
ing it in the near future,” said 
Ogunbanjo.

Nigeria’s telecommuni-
cation subscribers took to 
traditional and social me-
dia throughout the week to 
express their utmost disap-
pointment.

B e n  M u r r a y - B r u c e , 
Senator (PDP Bayelsa East), 
wrote on Twitter: “I will fight 
against this data hike in the 
Senate. The NCC, as a regu-
lator, should be directing 
that GSM firms reduce and 
not increase tariffs.” This 
single tweet got almost 2,000 
retweets, 878 favourites and 
365 replies.

“In my opinion, rather 
than direct GSM firms to hike 
rates, NCC should invest in 
free public wifi for the ad-
vancement of knowledge in 
Nigeria. It is very unjust for 
people whose fuel, power 
and GSM plans are paid for 
by the people to increase fuel, 
power and GSM rates of the 
people,” @benmurraybruce 
further said.

@eimaam_d tweeted at 
the NCC saying: “Is it that 
you’re just against our power 
of speech online or what? 
Why the data hike? Why the 
increase?”

@lastborn_d, using the 
hashtag #DataHike, called 

on people to lend a voice or a 
tweet #notodatahike; and @
lynkyyinka tweeted: “Grow-
ing business requires invest-
ment and not milking your 
subscribers or customers, if 
you can’t compete, you get 
out of the way #DataHike.”

Also tweeting from #no-
todatahikeincrease, @Omaa-
bah rallied Nigerians to resist 
the hike: “I call on Nigerians 
to join me in asking PMB to 
dissolve the board of NCC 
and sack its chairman. #no-
todataincrease.”

As well, bloggers who use 
data for their daily work 
wondered if the suspended 
data hike was a move to si-
lence critics, especially the 
masses who now resort to 
online to express their dis-
satisfaction with the policies 
of government that are yet 
to address the impact of the 
recession. 

Joshua Osemhenkian, a 
Lagos-based blogger, said: 
“We have a serious prob-
lem in this country; Nige-
ria losses over N1 trillion 
monthly to data, phone, and 
cable TV. In Europe for in-
stance, a onetime payment 
of about N6,000 per family in 
a month, pays for unlimited 
data.

“Instead of laying fiber 
cable to connect Nigeria to 
internet hub, they preferred 
to drain Nigerians through 
data and also deprive them 
from joining the next money 
spinning age which is knowl-
edge based in other civilized 
countries. In civilized world, 
people don’t browse with 
mobile data. But in Nigeria, 
it is the only option; and 
now, they want to increase 
it when the economy is al-

ready too bad. If it is true that 
the communication min-
ister was not aware of the 
planned increase the NCC’s 
boss should be compelled to 
resign”.

Tijani Olawale, another 
blogger, opined that ideal-
ly, government ought to 
be fighting for the people 
against the capitalists but 
that where government is 
now the one advising a capi-
talist to increase its commod-
ity prices, then something is 
wrong.

Popular social media ac-
tivist, Japheth Omojuwa, 
called the plan an infringe-
ment on citizens’ right.

“The NCC data hike is an 
infringement on the free-
dom of speech of the poor 
because data is an enabler of 
free speech via the internet,” 
he said.

Other angry Nigerians 
started distributing the 
phone numbers of the Min-
ister of Information Adebayo 
Shittu, urging people to call 
him and express their anger. 

As a result of subscribers’ 
outburst on social media, the 
Nigerian Senate intervened 
and asked the NCC to im-
mediately stop the hike in 
data tariff scheduled to com-
mence on December 1, 2016.

The upper chamber also 
resolved to commence com-
prehensive investigations 
into allegations of failure of 
the service providers.

This followed a ‘Motion of 
Urgent National Importance’ 
moved by Deputy Senate 
Leader, Bala Na’Allah (APC, 
Kebbi South). Na’Allah con-
demned the planned data 
tariff hike, saying it would 
cause serious hardship on 

Another misadventure

ordinary Nigerians.
Adebayo Shittu, Minister 

of Communications, spoke 
up on Wednesday morn-
ing, saying he knew nothing 
about the data price hike by 
telecoms operators.

“I want to say that I was 
not privy to it, I was not party 
to it, government never gave 
any such instruction and the 
government as the represen-
tative of the people would 
never have done that – that 
the voice of Nigerians must 
be muscled,” he said.

Confirming that the min-
istry was unaware of any 
notice from the NCC to opera-
tors, Moni Udoh, director, ICT, 
Federal Ministry of Commu-
nications, told BDSUNDAY 
in a telephone interview that 
the ministry hadn’t received 
any information or document 
for data increase from the 
NCC, adding that “nothing 
has come to my table and like 
the minister said this morn-
ing, we don’t know anything 
about it and so it has not been 
approved by the Ministry of 
Communications”.

“We too are disturbed like 
the subscribers out there 
who have expressed disap-
pointment on social media 
because it might lead to 
less data usage hence less 
revenue for the operators. 
We are really hoping it is 
a rumor because we have 
been canvassing for deeper 
internet penetration but un-
til we get information from 
the NCC, we cannot really 
say much on the issue and 
when we get the documents, 
a press statement would be 
issued and the minister will 
say something,” she said.

After so much uproar and 
resistance from the pub-
lic, the NCC on Wednesday 
issued a public statement 
suspending further actions 
on its directives to introduce 
price floor for data segment 
of the telecommunications 
sector which was to begin on 
December 1, 2016.

Tony Ojobo, director, Pub-
lic Affairs, NCC, said in a 
statement that the decision 
to suspend the directive was 
taken after due consultation 
with industry stakeholders 
and the general complaints 
by consumers across the 
country.

“The Commission has 
weighed all of this and con-
sequently asked all operators 
to maintain the status quo 
until the conclusion of study 
to determine retail prices for 
broadband and data services 
in Nigeria,” Ojobo said.

NCC goofed. This is the verdict of Nigerians as social 
media outcry kills mobile data hike directives

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE & 
JUMOKE AKIYODE
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I
magine for a moment 
that your bank calls you 
now or sends you an SMS 
(short message service) 
to apologise for illegally 

deducting multiples of N50 
from your account as stamp 
duty over the past 12 months, 
with a promise to refund all 
the amounts deducted before 
December 20. Imagine that at 
noon on December 19 a credit 
alert of an amount running 
into several thousands of 
naira hits your mobile phone. 
What a bountiful Christmas 
bonus that would be!    

This may be just an imagi-
nation, but it is also a possibil-
ity. Who doesn’t know that 
on April 21, 2016, the Court of 
Appeal sitting in Lagos ruled 
that deduction of N50 stamp 
duties on bank lodgements 
above N1,000 was illegal? 
Who doesn’t know that in 
defiance of this court ruling, 
banks in the country have 
continued to deduct stamp 
duties on bank deposits of 
N1,000 and above?

That being the case, might 
Nigerian bank customers, 
from whose accounts these 
monies have been deducted 
since January when the di-
rective came into force, not 
justifiably expect and indeed 
demand a refund of their 
monies if, by any stretch of 
imagination, the apex court 
rules on the matter in their 
favour?

Well, that’s where the case 
may be headed at the moment 
– the Supreme Court.

But first, a little back-
ground. The Federal Gov-
ernment’s revenue has been 
dwindling since global oil 
prices took a dip in mid 2014. 
To shore up revenue, the gov-
ernment has been looking 
to non-oil sectors, especially 
taxation.

Thus, the Central Bank of 

Nigeria (CBN), in a circular 
dated 15th January, 2016, 
directed all deposit money 
banks (DMBs) and financial in-
stitutions to “with immediate 
effect...commence the charg-
ing of N50 per eligible transac-
tion in accordance with the 
provisions of the Stamp Duties 
Act and Federal Government 
Financial Regulations 2009, 
that is, all receipts given by 
any bank or other financial in-
stitution in acknowledgement 
of services rendered in respect 
of electronic transfer and 
teller deposits from N1,000 
and above”.

In the circular titled ‘Col-
lection and Remittance of 
Statutory Charges on Receipts 
to Nigeria Postal Service under 
the Stamp Duties Act’, the 
CBN, however, clarified that 
“payments deposits or transfer 
by self to self whether inter or 
intra bank” and “any form of 
withdrawals/transfers from 
savings accounts” were ex-
empted from the imposition 
of Stamp Duties, adding that 
“these charges are only pay-
able by receiving accounts”.

It also directed each DMB 
to open an account designated 

as NIPOST Stamp Duty Ac-
count into which all charges 
collected shall be paid, while 
other financial institutions 
were directed to remit their 
Stamp Duty collections to any 
DMB of their choice.

“The balances in such ac-
counts shall be transferred 
monthly by the DMBs to 
CBN NIPOST Stamp Duty 
Colle ction Ac c ount No. 
3000047517,” it said.

The stamp duty charges 
were projected to generate 
N66 billion for the Nigerian 
government in 2016, around 
N71.8 billion in 2017, and 
N78.5 billion in 2018. How-
ever, another report claims 
that “the Federal Government 
had projected that the deduc-
tion of N50 on every banking 
deposit into a current account 
with a value of N1,000 and 
above would give the nation 
as much as N2.5 trillion per 
annum. This translates to 
N206.33 billion a month and 
N833.33 billion for the first 
four months of the year.”

Irked by the introduction 
of the N50 stamp duty, many 
Nigerians took to the social 
media to express their dis-

pleasure.
BDSUNDAY, however, 

learnt that the stamp duty is-
sue has been raging for some 
time now. In 2013, Kasmal In-
ternational Services Limited, 
which claimed that Nigerian 
Postal Services (NIPOST) had 
appointed it as an agent to 
collect the stamp duties on its 
behalf from banks and other 
financial institutions, had 
filed a suit urging a Federal 
High Court in Lagos to order 
Nigerian banks to give effect 
to the Agency Agreement be-
tween it and NIPOST as well 
as the Corporate Agreement 
between it and the School of 
Banking Honours.

On October 25, 2013, Kas-
mal obtained an order by 
ex-parte motion against 22 Ni-
gerian banks for their alleged 
failure to remit stamp duties 
by virtue of a further agree-
ment it had with NIPOST in 
August 2013. On February 17, 
2014, Justice C. J. Aneke of the 
Federal High Court in Lagos 
in his judgment on the suit 
filed by Kasmal declared that 
upon a community reading 
and the construction of the 
provisions of the Stamp Duties 

Act 2004, NIPOST Act 2004 
and the Federal Government 
of Nigeria Financial Regula-
tions 2009, the 22 banks were 
obliged to deduct and remit to 
NIPOST through the plaintiff 
a sum of N50 as stamp duty 
on all receipts by electronic 
transfer or teller deposit of 
monies from N1,000 upward 
made into accounts operated 
in all their branches.

Dissatisfied with the judg-
ment, the banks filed separate 
notices of appeal urging the 
appellate court to set aside the 
judgment of the lower court. 
The appellant banks include 
Access Bank Plc, Citibank Ni-
geria Limited, Diamond Bank 
Plc, ECOBANK Plc, Enterprise 
Bank Plc, Fidelity Bank, First 
Bank of Nigeria Plc, First City 
Monument Bank Plc, First 
Inland Bank Plc, Heritage 
Bank, Mainstreet Bank, Skye 
Bank Plc, Stanbic IBTC Bank, 
Standard Chartered Bank Plc, 
Sterling Bank Plc, Union Bank 
Plc, United Bank for Africa 
Plc, Unity Bank Plc, WEMA 
Bank Plc, Zenith Bank Plc.

Delivering judgment on 
the appeal filed by Standard 
Chartered Bank in April, Jus-
tice Ibrahim Saulawa and 
four others justices (Ejembi 
Eko, Adamu Jauro, Moore 
Adumein and Nonyerem 
Okoronkwo) of the Court of 
Appeal, Lagos Judicial Divi-
sion, set aside the ruling of 
the lower court delivered 
by Justice C. J. Aneke and 
held, amongst other things, 
that the Stamp Duties Act, 
2004 did not impose a duty 
on Deposit Money Banks to 
deduct N50 on deposits;that 
receipts given for monies 
deposited in the bank were 
exempt from stamp duties 
by virtue of Schedule 4 to 
the Stamp Duties Act; that 
Kasmal International Services 
Ltd did not have the stand-
ing to institute the action in 
the lower court; that Kasmal 

Stamp duty charges:
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could not by itself institute 
and maintain an action aimed 
at protecting the interest and 
rights of its principal (NIPOST) 
without bringing the action in 
the name and on behalf of that 
principal, and that, in the first 
place, NIPOST had no power 
under the Stamp Duties Act 
to impose stamp duty on any 
person and could not have 
passed the power it never had 
to any other party.

The Court of Appeal’s de-
cision was expected to have 
resolved the dispute. As such, 
and in the absence of a con-
trary decision by a higher 
court, the CBN was expected 
to issue another circular to the 
banks, in line with the Appeal 
Court’s decision, asking them 
to suspend deduction of stamp 
duties on these transactions. 
However, BDSUNDAY learnt 
that no such circular was 
issued and the banks have 
continued to charge stamp 
duties in spite of the subsisting 
court ruling.

Kasmal, said to be owned 
by Senator Buruji Kashamu, 
has challenged the Court of 
Appeal’s decision, seeking an 
order setting aside its judg-
ment and affirming the trial 
court’s judgment.

While the last may not 
have been heard on the issue 
since the case, Nigerians have 
continued to express anger 
over the decision of the Fed-
eral Government to impose 
the charge in the first place.

On Twitter, Mark Essien 
(@markessien) said: “We now 
know the change Buhari 
wanted: N50”, adding “N50 
on every cash deposit is a tax 
on the poor – that the rich can 
award themselves contracts.”

Babajide Fadoju#TE11 (@
BabajideFadoju) said: “What’s 
the point in charging Saheed 
that earns N18k, N50 tax 
when all the funds accumu-
lated will be used to fund a 
N780 million website?”

Kwara governor urges FG to curb security challenges at border areas

K
w a r a  S t a t e 
G o v e r n o r , 
A b d u l f a -
t a h  A h m e d 

has called on the Fed-
eral Government to 
strengthen the nation’s 
security around the 
territorial boundaries 
in the face of current 
global and national se-
curity challenges.

Ahmed made the 
call in his office dur-
ing a courtesy visit by 
the Commandant of 
the National Defence 

College Nigeria, Abuja, 
Rear Admiral Samuel 
Ilesanmi Alade.

Governor Ahmed 
who emphasized the 
need to strengthen and 
maintain a military 
presence in the Kosub-
osu area of the state that 
shares a border with 
the Republic of Benin, 
said the military have 
been very supportive in 
maintaining law and or-
der in the state which is 
manifested in the level 
of commercial activi-
ties in all locations in 
the state.

“Truly, the military 
has served as a major 
buffer for our needs. 
I’ll continue to rely on 
the military to support 
us; of course, we know 
a lot of it is, ordinarily, 
internal security issues 
that should be handled 
by the police force. Un-
fortunately, the level of 
security, globally and 
nationally, requires us 
to be on our toes each 
time”, the governor 
stressed.

Ac c ording to the 
governor, the impera-
tive of security has 

made the state govern-
ment to broaden the 
state security commit-
tee meeting to include 
para-military services 
that have some roles 
to play in the state se-
curity requirements.

S p eaking earlier, 
the Commandant in-
formed the governor 
that a group of fifty-one 
officers from the Col-
lege were in the state 
for study tour of some 
strategic establishments 
in the state.

Rear Admiral Alade, 
who said the team was 

impressed with what 
they saw in both Kam 
wire Industries and In-
ternational Aviation 
College, both in Ilorin, 
promised to make the 
report of the group 
available to the state 
government for domes-
tication of their findings.

He therefore, pledged 
that the military would 
continue to support and 
collaborate with the 
government in provid-
ing adequate security in 
the state. 

He commended the 
state government for its 

efforts at stabilising the 
security situation in the 
state, adding that Kwara 
is one of the most peace-
ful states in the country.

“I think Kwara State 
is one of the states in Ni-
geria that is very peace-
ful and going round dur-
ing our tour of the state 
really attested to that. 
There was no incident 
of insecurity concern. 
The military will sup-
port and collaborate 
with the state govern-
ment in the area of secu-
rity”, the commandant 
said.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin 
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It is permanent interests, my frenemy

I
t was a hot mic situation. As the 
supporters of Rotimi Akeredolu, 
a Senior Advocate of Nigeria, 
milled round him, on September 
4, in celebration of his emergence 

as the flagbearer of the All Progres-
sives Congress for the Ondo State 
governorship election (later held on 
Saturday, 26 November), one of his 
co-contestants, Tayo Alasoadura, 
was heard, while giving him a con-
gratulatory hug, saying ‘a bo, a bo lowo 
Tinubu: we are free, we are free from 
(the stranglehold?) of Tinubu’.

Alasoadura, who represents Ondo 
Central in the Nigerian Senate, and a 
defector from the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), is said to have been a ben-
eficiary of Tinubu’s favours (cash and 
kind) en route to the Senate. So, why 
did he make such a statement?

Dayo Williams, a correspondent of 
an online magazine, Politico, in a po-
litical commentary published online, 
posits: “For those who don’t know, 
Tinubu and Alasoadura parted ways 
so to say after the 2012 election when 
the duo could not agree on the bal-
ance sheet of the (Rotimi Akeredolu) 
campaign organisation (when he first 
contested the governorship election 
with full backing from Tinubu).” Ala-
soadura was the director-general of 
the organisation.

If that is so, why then did Tinubu 
back Alasoadura to get into the Sen-
ate? Oh well….

Some others contend that Tinubu 
had become aggrieved when, at the 
Senate, Alasoadura became one of the 
ardent loyalists of Senate President 
Bukola Saraki, who is on the other 
side of the divide with Tinubu. For 
this reason, it is said that Tinubu had 

“barred” Alasoadura from the party’s 
caucus meetings in the South West 
geo-political zone. Alleges one com-
mentator: “The senator was sent out 
of a political meeting by Asiwaju Bola 
Tinubu…in Abuja and he also warned 
those present to avoid the senator like 
a plague.”

Clearly, there is some disgruntle-
ment and disenchantment between 
one and the other.

But, guess what? On October 3, 
at a press conference where he and 
some other APC leaders rooted for 
Akeredolu to be elected governor, 
Alasoadura attempted to take back 
his words. A newspaper sympathetic 
to Tinubu reported Alasoadura as 
saying that “the quality of Tinubu 
was what earned him his leadership 
position in APC as well as Asiwaju 
of Yoruba nation” (inverted commas 
ours). These words were credited to 
him: “Reflecting deeply on happenings 
within our party, we will see glaringly 
the extent to which we have embar-
rassed ourselves and equally brought 
our national leaders into ridicule as a 
result of our actions and utterances in 
pursuance of personal ambitions.”

If nothing else, the Ondo State gov-
ernorship election exposed growing 
distrust, disunity and fierce struggle 
for supremacy among APC stalwarts. 
The party appears to be divided 
between those loyal to President 
Muhammadu Buhari and those loyal 
to Tinubu.

Since Tinubu’s purported favourite 
candidate for the governorship elec-
tion, Olusegun Abraham, lost out in 
the primary, the knives had been out. 
To the extent that Tinubu reportedly 
called out APC Chairman John Odigie-
Oyegun for “political treachery and 
malfeasance of the basest order”.

LoLu Lusi There were other accusations and 
counter-accusations, and, of course, 
denials and refutations by supposed 
loyalists of Buhari and Tinubu. Or, to 
put it in the words of Power, Works 
and Housing Minister Babatunde Raji 
Fashola, loyalties were tested, left, 
right and centre.

So, political watchers were taken 
aback when one of the earliest con-
gratulatory statements after Ak-
eredolu was declared governor-elect 
was that of Bola Ahmed Tinubu.

Was he, who wears the badge 
of “National Leader”, playing to the 
gallery when, in that statement, he 
referred to President Buhari as “the 
national leader of the party, whose 
stature and dignity helped guide the 
APC to another victory that should 
advance the progressive aims of the 
party and the people”?

But wait a minute; was it not the 
issue of who should rightly be ad-
dressed as APC national leader that 
had generated so much fuss among 
loyalists of Buhari and Tinubu? 
Does it mean that somebody is 
suddenly realising that in Nigeria, 
an elected president automatically 
assumes position of his party as 
national leader? Things are just 
happening very fast.

Political watchers would be wait-
ing to see how Tinubu would make 
manifest his appeal to “all party mem-
bers including those who have been 
disaffected from the primary until 
today to come together for the good 
of our party and its progressive ideals”.

The wounds appear deep and fes-
tering. But if in the much advanced 
democracy of the United States of 
America, a Mitt Romney who, during 
the electioneering campaign, called 
the country’s incoming president, 

Donald Trump, all sorts of deplorable 
names, including “a phony, lying, dis-
honest fraud”, now sees him as “the 
very man who can lead (America) to 
that better future” as Trump has been 
mulling making him the US secretary 
of state, just accept that politicians’ 
enmity is more often than not ended 
by real or perceived interests.

Place that against the backdrop of 
the statement credited to President 
Buhari by one of his spokespersons, 
Garba Shehu, that “the President is 
proud of the Jagaban (Tinubu) and 
his pivotal role in the party and the 
movement”.

No victor, no vanquished?
Don’t even mind Rotimi Akeredo-

lu’s grudge. The other day, he left out 
Jagaban’s name on the list during his 
“vote of thanks”. Can you imagine 
that? It appears the man has not really 
gotten over the shock of Asiwaju’s de-
sertion of him when it mattered most. 
Recall that the man was at the Villa to 
pay homage to President Buhari and 
there singled out the president and 
Odigie-Oyegun for mentioning, and 
never remembered the Jagaban, the 
lion of Bourdillon, not even in passing. 
But he has since explained that doing 
so would have made the list longer. 
Hmm.

The chickens are gradually coming 
home to roost.

Never mind; Tacitus (Rome’s great-
est historian) captures it so well: “He 
that fights and runs away, May turn 
and fight another day; But he that is 
in battle slain, Will never rise to fight 
again.”

Interesting times are ahead. Pray 
to be alive.

Lusi is an Ondo State citizen who 
swears no allegiance to any political 
party or political godfather.

Tinubu, Buhari and Fashola, during the 2015 electioneering campaign: Loyalties being tested…
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Speed limiter: Look beyond FRSC 
deadline, Purple Global urges motorists

Idris Ichalla Wada

D
e t e r m i n e d 
to uphold the 
African cul-
ture, values 

and fashion among 
the young ones which 
seem to have been long 
lost due to the imita-
tion of the European 
lifestyle, the African 
Kids and Teens fashion 
week will be organised 
to inculcate in the kids 
and teenagers African 
values and morals.

The 3-day event, 
holding from Decem-
ber 9-11 in Lagos, is 
also aimed at giving 
designers a platform to 
showcase their designs, 
promote their brands 
and raise their visibil-
ity on a global stage.

Ajibola Akande, the 
organiser, said that the 
fashion week would 
also provide a forum to 
teach “the children and 
members of society the 
beauty and value of our 
cultural heritage.”

According to Akan-
de, “Fashion has been 
called art, culture and 
communication. Now 
in Africa, fashion can 

be defined as a commu-
nity and a way of life. 
Above and beyond the 
hype and glamour that 
drive fashion, what re-
ally brings together the 
many designers, exhib-
itors who participate in 
the African Kids and 
Teens Fashion Week 
is a sense of belonging, 
this is African, Africa 
is where we belong; we 
must portray it even in 
fashion and style. Not 
allowing foreign fash-
ion swallow us up.”

“By the year 2025, 
we look forward to 
having an established 
African fashion indus-
try for kids and teenag-
ers not only in Africa, 
but all over the world,” 
he said.

He further said that 
teaching children the 
beauty and value of our 
heritage will prepare 
them to be confident 
individuals where ever 
they go in the world. 
Therefore,  African 
Kids and Teens Fash-
ion Week is an event 
created to showcase an 
intrinsic part of culture 
both parent and kids 
needs to be more famil-
iar with.

African Kids Week targets 
reviving lost culture, values

ChinyeRe OKeKe                     

P
urple Global 
Servic es and 
Te chnologies 
Africa, a com-

pany that specialises 
in technologies for ef-
ficiency and productiv-
ity, has urged motorists 
in Nigeria to look be-
yond the Federal Road 
Safety Commission 
(FRSC) deadline and 
think safety. 

Speaking with jour-
nalists at the Purple 
Global’s corporate of-
fice in Lagos, Rocheet 
Abbi, director of Purple 
Global Services stressed 
the need for motorists 
to look beyond FRSC 
enforcement and its 
guiding policy on speed 
limiter.

“Although the Com-
mission has started the 
phased implementa-
tion for commercial ve-
hicles since October 1, 
and will start impound-
ing non-compliant ve-
hicles from February 1, 
2017, our advice to all 
motorists is to fit the 
device for their overall 
safety first,” Abbi said.

Seyi JOhn SALAu Sinc e the imple-
mentation of the speed 
limiter devices on Oc-
tober 1 by the FRSC, 
transporters have been 
storming the compa-
ny’s office to install the 
speed limiter devices in 
their vehicles, accord-
ing to Abbi.

O n  t h e  b e n e f i t s 
of using the device, 
Abbi said: “With our 
speed limiter already 
fitted to the vehicle, 
the chances of a major 
incidence are not only 
reduced, but even if 
the accident happens, 
the impact is greatly 
reduced and lives can 
be saved.

“Going by the FRSC 
f i g u re s  t h at  o ve r -

speeding contributes 
to over 60 percent of 
road traffic crashes, so 
we have a duty as a 
licensed company to 
help reduce these inci-
dences”.

One of the compa-
ny’s customers, Deep-
anjan Roy, managing 
director/CEO of a lead-
ing Beverage Company 
in West Africa, said: 
“Our company just got 
the supply of 500 de-
vices from Purple Glob-
al and they are being 
installed at our prem-
ises. Not only because 
of the FRSC deadlines 
but also for the safety 
deliverables of the de-
vice for our vehicles, 
assets, employees and 

customers,” he said.
Roy further said Pur-

ple devices have been 
demonstrated as hav-
ing an edge over many 
other products even 
from other approved 
vendors, “so we put 
reason to action in our 
choice, especially now 
in this festive season as 
many people will travel 
and the roads are going 
to be busy.”

“Speed is a highly 
reflex action, and can 
be enjoyable pressing 
the accelerator while 
forgetting every oth-
er thing, but what if 
something suddenly 
happens, then you are 
no longer in control,” 
he said.

Speed limiter de-
vices have been in-
troduced by FRSC, as 
contained in the Act 
establishing the Com-
mission, as amended 
in 2007.

Starting with com-
mercial vehicles, the 
speed limiting devices 
is aimed at controlling 
the spate of crashes 
resulting from over-
speeding.

ViCtORiA nnAKiAiKe

I had to run for my life due to threats I received – Wada

I
dris Ichalla Wada, 
a former gover-
nor of Kogi State, 
has said he had to 
run away from 

the state because some 
people were threaten-
ing his life shortly after 
the November 2015 gov-
ernorship election.

W a d a  m a d e  t h e 
claim at the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
stakeholders’ meeting 
in Lokoja,  saying he 
had to flee abroad to 
save his life due to some 
pockets of threats he 
received from his op-
ponents shortly after 
the election and that 
if he had not left the 
state at that time he 
would have been dead 
by now.

Wada said: “It was 
very wise and strate-
gic for me to go under 
for some time because 
there were pockets of 
threats to my life, and I 
had to secretly relocate 
to UK for about four 
months to save my head 
and

also take rest, because 

I was virtually working 
for 18 hours every day 
in my four-year admin-
istration, without rest”.

The former governor, 
who debunked the ru-
mour of being arrested 
by the Economic and 
Financial Crime Com-
mission (EFCC) or any 
security organisation, 
also denied the allega-
tion that he was sick.

According to him, “In 
my four months sojourn 
abroad, some people 
were rumouring that I 
ran away to avoid arrest 
from the EFCC and ICPC, 
some

even said I took ill 
because we lost in the 
election, but I want to 
tell you that no security 
organisation has so far 
invited me for question-
ing, neither was I sick, 
because I served the 
state with my abilities 
and conscience and I 
have no reason to fear 
anybody”.

He also expressed the 
need for the party mem-
bers to come together 
ahead of 2019 governor-
ship election in the state, 
emphasising that it was 

of our people? That was 
my focus; you know if 
an organisation wants 
to look back it can’t 
move forward. If you 
look at your rear mirror, 
you can’t progress while 
driving so it is only bet-
ter to look forward. 
I did my best for the 
state with the resources 
available. I followed the 
laws, rules, due process 
and regulation and any 
question I am asked by 
the grace of God, I be-
lieve I will be able to 
answer.”

The state PDP Chair-
man, Samuel Uhuotu, 
also pleaded with mem-
bers not to be discour-
aged by the crisis rock-
ing the national leader-
ship of the party, adding 
that the issue was about 
to be resolved.

Uhuotu als o dis-
closed that the party 
was seriously facing fi-
nancial crisis in the state 
as there was no money 
in the party’s coffers to 
run the secretariat even 
as he pleaded with no-
tably party loyalists to 
do all they can to fund 
the party.

ever that has happened, 
I don’t see the benefit. In 
my view the thing was 
to focus our energy on 
how to move the state 
forward; complete on-
going projects. 

“Do new projects that 
will improve the lives 

clear now that PDP was 
far better than the rul-
ing party in the state.

He urged his party 
to forget about the past 
election and plan ahead.

Reacting to the re-
cent declaration by the 
Yahaya Bello admin-
istration to probe past 
administrations, Wada 
said he would not lose 
sleep over such threats, 
adding that he would 
always walk proud any-
time, any day they call 
him as his conscience is 
very clear.

According to him, 
“Am not looking at 2019; 
for me my life is in the 
hand of God. I will walk 
proud anytime any day 
they call me; my con-
science is very clear 
that I serve the state 
with the best of my 
ability and any day I 
can come in without 
any regret.  So I thank 
God for the opportunity 
to serve the people for 
four years, dedicatedly, 
that is quite enough for 
me”.

Wada further said: 
“For me, when I came 
in to this state I came 

with a determination to 
move the state forward 
and if you will recall 
I set up a think tank 
team that can identify 
the core areas that can 
move the state forward 
and we did the best we 
could. By probing what-
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Mercy enoch, Asaba

Recession:
Don’t sack workers, restrategise - 
Delta SME boss tells industry owners

P
atrick Isichei, 
d i r e c t o r  o f 
small and me-
dium enter-
prises (SMES) 

in the Delta State Min-
istry of Commerce and 
Industry has said though 
there is recession in the 
country, the best solu-
tion for industry owners 
is not to sack workers. 

Isichei advised that 
rather than sack work-
ers, companies should 
look inwards and strat-
egise so as to remain in 
business.

The director made the 
appeal in an exclusive 
interview with BDSUN-
DAY in Asaba.

He noted that there 
was no doubt that with 
the current economic 
climate of the country 
industry owners were 
bound to sack work-
ers, saying however, 
that resorting to sack-
ing workers to cushion 
the effect of the reces-
sion would never be 
the way out even as 
he revealed that the 
ministry does its best to 
intervene by advising 
against such action.

He revealed the activ-
ities of the ministry to-
wards the development 
of commerce and indus-
try in the Delta State, 
saying: “The ministry is 
saddled with the respon-
sibility of transforming 
SMEs into viable indus-
tries in order to provide 
employment, promote 
capacity building, and 
promote sustainable 

economic development.  
These we do in a form 
to reduce poverty at the 
grassroots level”, add-
ing that when industry 
owners sack workers, it 
increases poverty level 
in society.

Isichei explained that 
the ministry goes be-
yond providing financial 
empowerment for SMEs 
to providing them with 
managerial empower-
ment and advisory ca-
pacity. “Once you are able 
to give them advice that 
can make them grow, 

in-charge of large scale 
industries and some in-
dustries that are under 
government-managed 
industries. Government, 
he said is interested in 
opening up industries 
that would provide ser-
vices to the people. It 
provides enabling envi-
ronment by way of pro-
viding land for industrial 
estate where industries 
share common facilities, 
he explained.

He disclosed that over 
30,000 Cooperative So-
cieties are registered 
and empowered in the 
state not just by funding 
but by clinical, that is, 
training and counsel-
ling. “Most people now 
form cooperative soci-
eties. Members of these 
societies pull their re-
sources together in order 
to carry out business 
that can be beneficial to 
them. He added that the 
cooperatives sensitise 
the economy,” he said.

“Ordinarily, if you go 
to bank to borrow mon-
ey as an individual, you 
have high rate of interest.  
But if you can pull your 
resources together as 
cooperative society, you 
will see that the interest 
rate is very low.  So, we 
encourage them to form 
cooperatives. When you 
form cooperative, you 
will contribute. You will 
benefit from inside the 
cooperative and the co-
operative will benefit 
from banks. That is why 
you see some countries 
like China, India go SMEs 
and form coops”, the di-
rector said.

to medium and from 
medium to large”. 

He expressed belief 
that companies that are 
empowered could grow 
to become multinational 
companies. “Most multi-
national companies that 
are existing in the world, 
even in Nigeria, started 
small and today, they are 
multi-nationals. That is 
why we encourage the 
SMEs to grow from stage 
to stage,” he said.

Isichei noted that the 
Industry Department 
of the ministry is solely 

you are empowering 
them to grow from mi-
cro to small, and from 
small to medium enter-
prises.”

“As a micro industry, 
you can stay in a room 
and manufacture your 
product. You can pro-
duce sachet water in a 
room. You cannot do it 
alone but you can pro-
vide job opportunities 
for people to do it with, 
thereby creating job op-
portunities for other 
people,” he said.

According to him, the 

ministry is structured 
into seven departments 
but that what makes it 
tick is the Professional 
Department which is 
made up of the Com-
merce, Cooperative, 
SMEs and the Industry 
departments to enable 
the ministry meet the 
year 2020 target.

He said: “Our SMEs 
department is entirely 
in-charge of micro, small, 
medium enterprises and 
ensures that businesses 
grow from micro to be-
come small, from small 

L:R: Salim Ali Mohamed; Mo Abudu, executive producer; Lai Mohammed minister of information & culture and Stella Obinwa, regional director, Africa, 
International Operations, Dubai Tourism at the Grand World Premiere of ‘The Wedding Party’ in Lagos.

Moroccan investors ready for 
business in nigeria despite recessionA 

Nigeria-Mo-
rocco business 
meeting in La-
gos has seen 

different government 
agencies and represen-
tatives of the Nigerian 
business community 
making efforts to pitch 
the viability of doing 
business in the coun-
try despite recession 
which according to 
many stakeholders, is 
an opportunity which 
investors should take 
advantage of.

“These are difficult 
times and you may ask 
yourself, why should I 
come to Nigeria?” Ye-
wande Sadiku, execu-
tive secretary, Nigerian 
Investment Promotion 

cALeB oJeWALe

Comission (NIPC), asked 
rhetorically.

Sadiku went further 
to explain that history 
had shown many com-
panies that venture into 
Nigeria at times when 
things were considered 
hard in the country, in 
the end, have seen their 
investments in Nigeria 
turn out to be among the 
best in their investment 
portfolios.

Using the example of 
a particular telecomm 

company, Sadiku ex-
plained that some staff 
that made the decision to 
set it up in Nigeria were 
sacked, but today, their 
investment in Nigeria 
has turned out to be the 
company’s best invest-
ment decision by a long 
mile.

Laoye Jaiyeola, CEO, 
Nigerian Economic Sum-
mit Group (NESG), one of 
the organisations at the 
forefront of the renewed 
calls for increased Nige-
ria-Morocco business 
relations, explained that 

trade between both 
countries was barely 
$100 million. The meet-
ing he hoped, would 
open up a new chapter 
for increase in trade.

Jaiyeola, when asked 
for specifics on the 
potential value of in-
creased trade between 
Nigeria and Morocco 
and increasing the pres-
ent $100 million, said: “I 
don’t know. I just know 
that we must grow it and 
it takes all of us to put our 
hands on deck to grow it. 
Everybody should grow 

whatever it is.”
“For us our works 

are based on evidence 
and things that can be 
proven,” said Jaiyeola 
who in this instance was 
unable to respond in 
showing NESG had data 
and factual research to 
demonstrate just how 
much value the increase 
in bilateral trade being 
promoted could poten-
tially achieve from the 
present $100 million.

“We have the poten-
tial to build a new shared 
future which will link 

businesses and create 
jobs,” said Miriem Ben-
salah, Chaqroun, presi-
dent of CGEM.

Bensalah also ex-
plained that for Nigeria-
Morocco trade relations 
to improve, the number 
of direct flights from 
Casablanca to Lagos 
(presently one), need to 
be increased to encour-
age more members of 
the Moroccan business 
community to regularly 
visit Nigeria in exploring 
investment and bilateral 
trade opportunities.

7Sunday  04 December  2016 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 



News Feature
Climate Change: Empowering 
smallholder farmers for food security

L
ast month, the World Food 
Day was observed globally. 
The central focus was the 
effect of climate change on 
food security and how to 

boost agricultural productivity. Cli-
mate change is regarded as a major 
threat to food supply with its adverse 
consequences on farmlands and 
livestock.

Globally, governments have consis-
tently raised public awareness on the 
need to lessen the impact of climate 
change on smallholder farmers, who 
are mostly vulnerable to climate vari-
ability. In achieving this goal, experts 
have repeatedly called for a more syn-
ergetic collaboration between govern-
ments and the private sector in order 
to adequately tackle the challenges of 
climate change on food security.

Incidentally, world leaders, includ-
ing Nigeria’s President Muhammad 
Buhari gathered in far away Morocco 
to proffer solutions to the menace of 
climate change. Tagged the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference, 
COP 22, parties to the conference 
deliberated on climate variability 
and its increasing challenges on food 
security, how to mitigate its negative 
effects on food security, and what can 
be done to strengthen the resilience of 
smallholder farmers.

At the Conference, Nigeria pre-
sented a paper on its unwavering 
commitment to implementing policy 
actions aimed at tackling climate 
change through environmental pro-
tection efforts. Back at home, some 
organisations have been at the van-
guard of raising awareness about 
impact of climate change and actually 
going ahead to do something about it. 

Modestus AnAesoronye
Two of such organisations that have 
earned industry recognition in this 
regard are Shell Nigeria and British 
American Tobacco Nigeria Foundation 
(BATNF). The former’s recognition of 
climate challenges in Nigeria and its 
commitment to driving low-carbon 
business brightened its chances of 
clinching the award “Best Company 
in Climate Action” at the recently held 
2016 Sustainability Enterprise and Re-
sponsibility Awards (SERA). BATNF, 
on its part, won the “Best Company in 
the Eradication of Hunger” in Nigeria 
award, as part of its sustainable devel-
opment interventions.

Poverty and hunger eradica-
tion are some of the greatest chal-
lenges confronting the world to-
day. Through collaborative efforts 
between the government and a 
few organizations such as BATNF, 
substantial progress has been made. 
Having identified the current chal-
lenges confronting capacity building 
for food security in Nigeria, BATNF 
refocused its policy interventions by 
leveraging on agriculture to trans-
form the livelihood and businesses 
of rural farmers across communi-
ties in the country. The Foundation, 
through various strategic interven-
tions, has made a strong statement 
of its determination to help the 
process of poverty eradication and 
environmental conservation. BAT-
NF has supported rural farmers to 
be smarter about the challenges of 
climate change through its climate 
smart agriculture approach, which 
aligns with the main objectives of 
the Food and Agricultural Organi-
zation (FAO), including sustainably 
increasing agricultural productivity 
and incomes. The Foundation pro-
vides rural farmers with periodic 

training programmes that unlock 
smarter ways of tackling weather-
related issues. The programmes also 
help farmers to build resilience to 
climate change. Through the train-
ing platforms, smallholder farmers 
have been able to substantially re-
duce and, or remove greenhouse gas 
emissions, where possible in several 
communities in Nigeria.

A report by the FAO reveals that 
one-third of food produced globally 
for consumption is lost or wasted, and 
a substantial part of this global waste 
occurs throughout the supply chain, 
from harvest down to final household 
consumption. In Nigeria, food produc-
tion may not be the issue as Nigeria is 
blessed with fertile land and a huge 
and active population. However, ex-
perts have called for more proactive 
measures in managing post-harvest 
losses. It is believed that Nigeria suf-
ficiently produces more than enough 
food to feed its citizens but the chal-
lenge is that most of the foods are lost 
due to poor post-harvest system.

In Nigeria, one of the first steps 
to tackling climate change will be to 
have closer collaboration between the 
governments and stakeholders in the 
agriculture sector to tackle the issue of 
food waste. This will further help in 
curtailing the environmental impacts 
of food waste, and more importantly, 
enhance food sufficiency. If we are able 
to store our foods properly post-har-
vest, it follows that we may not need 
to produce as much. Reports indicate 
that a large percentage of the toma-
toes harvested in Nigeria are wasted, 
while the fruit baskets in Benue and 
Cross River bear eloquent testament 
to the inability of Nigeria to harness 
its agriculture productivity. In many 
reported cases, farmers are unable to 

evaluate the harvest from their farms.
Also, the effects of climate change 

on food production ought to be given 
a greater attention. This is because 
extreme weather conditions have the 
potential to create significant yield 
reduction despite effective farming 
practices and technological advance-
ment. For example, in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, changes in the frequency 
and severity of droughts and floods 
have significantly impacted on the 
productivity of smallholder farmers 
whose efforts are pivotal to increased 
agricultural productivity. In a journal 
recently published by Field Science Re-
ports, it was projected that crop yield 
in Africa may fall by 10 to 20 percent 
by 2050 or even up to 50 percent due 
to climate change.

Stakeholders have continued to 
harp on the need to protect rural 
farmers against the challenges of cli-
mate change in order to enhance food 
security. Experts have also urged in-
dustry stakeholders to adopt improved 
climate smart agriculture approaches, 
which align with the overall objective 
of FAO. In addition, they have called 
for measures that will sustainably 
increase agricultural productivity 
and incomes of farmers, while also 
adapting and building their resilience 
to climate change.

Chidi Ibe, technical committee 
member, BATNF, while speaking on 
interventions in the area of climate 
change, said the Foundation has been 
at the vanguard of addressing the is-
sues associated with climate change as 
it affects smallholder farmers in rural 
Nigeria. He explained that through 
these interventions, the Foundation 
has substantially alleviated pov-
erty among hundreds of farmers by 
equipping them with technical skills 
to withstand the hazards of climate 
change.

“The threat of climate change to 
national security, social stability and 
economic prosperity is evident. Any-
where you go, you see signs of effect of 
climate change or climate variability. 
There is need for national action to 
tackle the risk that climate change 
poses,” Ibe stated.

In addressing the fate of small-scale 
farmers who are most at risk of climate 
change, Professor Ibe observed that 
“despite any ambition for mechaniza-
tion in the foreseeable future, food 
production will be guaranteed by 
smallholder farmers who contrib-
ute 90 per cent of food production 
in the country. Hence, the need to 
provide opportunities to enhance the 
wellbeing of smallholder farmers is a 
veritable route to the eradication of 
food shortage and poverty on a grand 
scale. It is a viable recipe for sustainable 
economic development.”

“Resilience of smallholder farmers 
to climate change can be achieved via 
easy access to weather information, 
more effective extension services, 
improved disaster preparedness and 
access to cost effective new technol-
ogy. Farmers are more than victims of 
climate change impacts,” said Gernot 
Laganda, head, Environment and Cli-
mate Change Division, International 
Fund for Agriculture. Our experience 
shows that the smallholder farmers 
are an integrated part of the solution 
to global warming,” he added.
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Nowhere to be found
In Lagos, artisans say they can’t find apprentices as many more Nigerian young males opt for easy money
CHUKS OLUIGBO says: “I wanted a painter and 

they brought me a Chinese. I 
wanted a ‘tiler’, they brought 
me a Togolese. On my way 
out of my estate, all I see are 
armies of jobless youths. They 
are always on the move, mill-
ing around with rucksacks on 
their backs, ears plugged with 
earphones, sagged pants with 
lengthy belts, going nowhere. 
They are looking to hammer. 
If you no hammer nko? Will 
you be carrying those things 
on your back as a 40-year-old 
when life has hammered you?”

Monday Olawale, director, 

iron works several years ago 
when nobody begged him and 
he had to pay so much, Olawale 
says if you are lucky to have an 
apprentice these days and you 
want him to stay, you need to 
encourage him a lot.

“You have to give them 
something like feeding money 
from time to time as ‘oga’. If you 
don’t, they’ll begin to steal your 
things; you’ll just come every 
day and find out that some 
tools are missing. Or they’ll 
begin to tell you stories, head-
ache today, runny stomach 
tomorrow, or they’ll tell you 

the ‘boys’ simply don’t want 
to stay.

“Honestly I don’t know why 
the boys are not staying. All the 
boys that had stayed with me I 
tried to treat them well just to 
see whether they would stay. 
I always gave them money 
whenever we did a job; when-
ever we went out to eat, I made 
sure they ate whatever they 
wanted, and that they ate 
their meals with meat, some-
thing my boss never did for 
me when I was an apprentice,” 
says Waheed in an apparently 
despondent tone.

who were ready to learn this 
trade, but in recent times they 
have become very scarce be-
cause young people today 
want quick money that they 
did not work for, and they 
want it fast,” Uche says while 
sewing away on a sole at his 
workshop on Omila Road, Ojo.

“Most of the secondary 
school leavers I meet are not 
interested; they’d rather go 
and do ‘Yahoo Yahoo’ or play 
9jabet, Baba Ijebu, and so on. 
They don’t want to sit down; 
they just want money fast at 
all cost. Even some of them 
who manage to sign appren-
ticeship forms, you see them 
for maybe one or two months, 
and the next thing they start 
complaining that it’s difficult 
for them and that they want 
to do something else to make 
money,” he says.

On why young men are 
increasingly unwilling to take 
on apprenticeship, Uche thinks 
it has to do with a society 
that has thrown values to the 
winds; where hard work has 
become a vice and indolence 
a virtue; a society that adores 
money and celebrates wealth 
without questioning its source.

In such a society, many 
young men believe that spend-
ing a number of years as ap-
prentice amounts to waste of 
time. They want it quick. For 
instance, it takes an average 
of two years to learn electri-
cal engineering/refrigerator 
repairs, about four years to 
become a master in iron works 
and furniture, and between 
two and three years to perfect 
in leather works, according to 
my informants. It, however, 
also depends on how sharp the 
apprentice is.

“Cobbling is deep. If you 
want to go into shoes, bags and 
other leather works, it takes 
about three years, but if you 
want to do only sandals and 
pams, maybe between a year 
and a half,” says Uche.

Taofeek Oni, a vulcaniser, 
tells BDSUNDAY that today’s 
youths are not just interested 
in such line of venture.

“Sometimes I wonder what 
the future of Nigeria will look 
like. I see a situation where 
there will be nobody to do the 
work of vulcanising or even 
mechanic in the future; this 
is because there are no new 
entrants into such areas,” Oni 
says.

“You hardly see youths as 
apprentice in mechanic or vul-
canising workshops. Today’s 
youths prefer being commer-
cial motorcyclists to sitting 
down to acquiring skills that 
could feed them through life. 
I think it is very dangerous for 
Nigeria,” he adds.

Y
usuf Waheed lost a 
handful of businesses 
and clients between 
August and Septem-

ber 2016. His workshop, lo-
cated opposite Nigerian Army 
Cantonment in Ojo, Lagos, was 
under lock and key in those 
two months because he was 
away for a contract job in Ow-
erri, Imo State, and had no ‘boy’ 
to man the workshop.

“I get a lot of these outside 
jobs, and each time I travel I 
have to lock my workshop for 
several weeks and sometimes 
months because I have no 
‘boy’ to stay there. I lose a lot 
of money and customers as a 
result,” says Waheed, sitting 
languidly on a wooden bench 
in front of Yusuf Watec Com-
pany, his electrical engineer-
ing/refrigerator repairs outfit.

Where he apprenticed in 
Kaduna about 18 years ago, a 
midsized electrical engineer-
ing firm the boss of which 
had some connection with 
either the state or Federal Gov-
ernment, Waheed says there 
were about 32 apprentices on 
ground when he arrived, and 
up to five or six more boys were 
brought in after him, bringing 
the total number to about 38. 
Yet today he can’t find one ap-
prentice.

“I’ve been looking out for 
apprentices but they are hard 
to come by. Some of the ones I 
got in the past ran away along 
the line. Many young people 
of today are looking for quick 
money. They prefer to go to 
construction sites where they 
work for daily pay, and then 
they use the money to go and 
play ‘Baba Ijebu’. I don’t know 
what is wrong with this gen-
eration,” he says.

Like Waheed, many arti-
sans in Lagos and across Ni-
geria – from auto mechanics 
to carpenters, shoemakers, 
bricklayers, masons, welders, 
tailors, etc – are lamenting 
the scarcity of young males 
who are willing and ready to 
undergo apprenticeship. Of 
course, it has long been estab-
lished that artisans (masons, 
bricklayers, plumbers, etc) 
from neighbouring Togo, Re-
public of Benin and Ghana now 
dominate construction sites in 
Nigeria, particularly in Lagos, 
while many Nigerian young 
men cram themselves into cy-
bercafés and betting stores in 
search of quick money. Some 
even negotiate to sell some of 
their vital organs.

Writing on the issue in a re-
cent article, Bamidele Olateju, a 
columnist and member of Pre-
mium Times Editorial Board, 

Moscow Iron Furniture, who 
says the present scenario is 
negatively affecting artisans as 
they lose business and clients 
virtually every time they step 
out of their workshop, regrets 
that today’s young men are 
lazy and impatient and yet 
want to count in millions.

“They do not want to learn 
any skill, all they want is 
money. Even when someone 
encourages them and they 
eventually agree to learn a 
skill, they soon complain that 
it is too tough for them. They 
begin to gradually withdraw 
and when you ask them, they 
keep telling cock and bull sto-
ries. And sooner or later you 
see them roaming the streets 
again, idling away,” says Ola-
wale.

Unlike the time he learnt his 

the work is too difficult and 
that they cannot cope,” he adds.

Even the little token ap-
prentices are asked to pay these 
days, Olawale says, is to extract 
some level of seriousness from 
them and ensure they do not 
take things for granted.

“If you don’t charge them, 
they may say, ‘after all they 
did not collect anything from 
me’, and they won’t show seri-
ousness. But when you charge 
them, they will be serious; 
even their parents, because 
they won’t want their money 
to waste just like that. That’s 
why at times we collect mon-
ey,” he says.

Waheed’s experience, how-
ever, has shown that it takes 
more than encouragement to 
get and keep apprentices these 
days. In spite of his best efforts, 

“Ordinarily, the appren-
tices are supposed to pay some 
money, but as my way of en-
couraging them, I don’t collect 
anything from them initially, 
but along the line when they 
start getting jobs and making 
money, I ask them to pay a 
token. Yet they all ran away. 
Some of them even stole from 
me, sometimes stealing even 
gadgets belonging to custom-
ers,” he says.

Simon Peter Uche, director 
of Storm Climax Cobblers, suf-
fers the same fate. He needs at 
least six young men as appren-
tices but currently has only 
one. His effort to get appren-
tices in recent times has also 
been frustrated as most young 
men are simply unwilling.

“Over the years I used to 
have able-bodied young men 



W
hile waiting 
for  the an-
nouncement 
of his board-
ing time, Ken, 

a young Nigerian financial con-
sultant, makes a shocking call to 
his father. “Dad, I am leaving for 
New York tonight. My airplane 
will be leaving in less than an 
hour, I cannot work with that 
crop of frustrating staff, the sys-
tem is choking, and I am sorry for 
letting you down, but I am gone,” 
the young man tells his disap-
pointed father on phone without 
waiting for his comment.

A moment later, a fellow 
passenger who sits nearby con-
fronts him asking why he is so 
disgruntled with Nigeria. “My 
father had been on my neck to 
return after my first and sec-
ond degrees in Economics and 
Finance in the US to manage 
his growing hospitality busi-
ness empire. Besides lateness to 
work, wrong attitude and lack 
of skills, some staff members of 
the company collaborate to steal 
under my nose and my father 
still spears them for reasons I 
don’t know. I hate to fail that is 
why I am leaving him and his 
company. I am not coming back 
any soon,” the demoralised man 
explains to the co-passenger 
who earlier assisted him in car-
rying a box, probably filled with 
books.

What marvels the fleeing 
young man is that despite his 
recommendations as managing 
director of the company to his 
tight-fisted father who is the 
chairman, the old man refuses 
to improve on the welfare of 
the staff, especially salaries, 
allowance, work incentives, 
remittance of taxes and pension 
contributions.

He also finds it very difficult 
to believe that his father has not 
faced any prosecution for evad-
ing taxes, poor remunerations, 
or aiding and abating criminal 
minded staff over 15 years of 
running the business.

While the young financial 
consultant is leaving for his 
inability to cope with the chok-
ing system in Nigeria, Deborah, 
who schooled and worked in 
the United Kingdom until 2014 
when she returned to settle 
down in Nigeria, is yet to accli-
matise with the Nigerian social 
and work environments.

Since her return, Deborah 
has changed three jobs in her 
quest to get a ‘proper job’. From 
bank, auditing firm, insurance 
to oil and gas. Her reasons for 
leaving the companies have 
always been: lack of structure, 
wrong attitude of her colleagues 
to work, selective welfare, lack 
of working incentives and yet, 
the staff who suffer all these do 
not protest.

It confuses her that people 
are not well paid, staff are not 
sure of career progression and 
salaries are often not paid on 
time, and yet they work. “I once 
thought of suing my company 
for some deductions from my 
salary without my approval and 
non remittance of my health 
contribution to the HMO, but 
my lawyer-brother frustrated 
the plan on the ground that it 
lacked merit in the Nigeria setup.

“From that moment I made up 
my mind on returning to the UK 
because my former company is 
willing to absorb me back to its 
workforce on a portfolio that re-
quires vast knowledge of Africa, 
which I have gained since 2014”, 
she says.

Unlike Ken and Deborah who 
really tried to give their best 
at work and also acclimatise 
with the system, Kunle, a den-
tal surgeon, did not last more 
than eight months in Nigeria 
after 11 years of acquiring two 
medical degrees at Manchester 
University in the UK, and a few 
years of practice in a London 
hospital. His major complaint is 
that medical environment is not 
enabling enough, especially with 
poor salary and bureaucracy 
to getting things done (even an 
emergency).

Back to London, Kunle earns 
five times his Nigerian salary 
in a public hospital and readily 
advices his Nigerian friends over 
there to stay back on their plum 
jobs abroad instead the Nigerian 
system they often describe as 
unstructured and choking.

Of course, what all these 
three young professionals have 
in common is their dissatisfac-
tion for the work environment 
in Nigeria; they want to work 
in structured environments that 
offer incentives that aid produc-
tivity at work, they want good 
and prompt salary, assurance 
of career progression, among 
others.

But the Nigerian work en-
vironment, though improving 
lacks some of the attractions of 
its Western counterpart, hence 
many working-class returnees 
keep finding it difficult in coping 
with the harsh system.

Annually, over 500 young 
Nigerian professionals leave 
their plum jobs overseas to 
return home with the hope of 
impacting with their skills and 
experiences. But between the 
first and second year of their 
return, half of them return 
back to their overseas base due 
to some of the reasons Ken, 
Deborah and Kunle mentioned 
above. It is also very unfortu-
nate that those who could not 
succeed here only go back to 
naturalise abroad and bid their 
home country farewell.

But the question is why em-
ploy these returnees who will 
not last on a job, why offer them 
extraordinary packages just to 
woo them home or tie them 
down on the job when com-
fort, convince and sanity mean 
more to them than the superb 
packages?  Also, why is nobody 
making efforts at addressing 
these complaints that keep mak-

ing the country to lose her good 
hands to countries with better 
work ethics and environment?

Margret Adeoti, human re-
sources specialist at a Lagos-
based auditing firm, notes that 
employers are after the skills, 
exposures and work experi-
ences of these returnees and 
are ready to pay for them. “Due 
to colonial mentality, Nigeri-
ans love anything outbound, 
weather it is holiday, education, 
medical check-up or even party. 
So, employers of labour here are 
also after foreign certificate, and 
as a human resources specialist, 
I can only advise, but the com-
pany’s choice supersedes my 
opinion no matter how profes-
sional it is”. 

Adeoti regrets that over the 
last three years, her compa-
ny’s employment policy has 
favoured holders of foreign 
certificate. Her concern is that 
over 50 percent of the foreigner 
certificate holders will leave 
their jobs in the first or second 
year, and whatever you invest 
in them in terms of training will 
all be in vain.

“One Kadri excelled more 
than 2,000 candidates in one 
of our aptitude tests. He was 
offered the job with good pack-
age and training for two weeks 
in France. But he resigned six 
months into the job on the rea-
son that he was reacting to heat 
and dust. He has since flown 
back to the UK, but the invest-
ment in his training is a waste”, 
she says.  

Besides Adeoti, Obianuju 
Nwokoye, a human resources 
director in a telecom firm in 
Lagos, decries the development, 
noting that some recruitment 
agencies are the ones connecting 
these foreign certificate holders 

Aliens in their own land

to companies here because of 
the money they make as con-
sultants.

“Nigerian employers are be-
ginning to crave for foreign 
degrees and work experience 
more than before. They be-
lieve people with certain train-
ings, skills and work experience 
will impact their workforce to 
greater productivity. Our em-
ployment quota for returnees 
has increased from 10 percent in 
2010 to about 30 percent today, 
and it is possible through some 
recruitment agencies that make 
living connecting Nigerian pro-
fessionals abroad with compa-
nies that need their skills down 
here”, Nwokoye says.

Some employers, according 
to Adeoti, are aware that some 
of these returnees do not always 
deliver according to the weight 
of their foreign certificates, yet 
they employ them for marketing 
hype and profiling sake.

Blame the school system here 
for inability to improve on qual-
ity and win back people’s confi-
dence on sending their children 
to Nigerian schools.

Considering the many gradu-
ates Nigeria universities churn 
out every year, Nwokoye notes 
that there is fear of revolution 
in the near future when all 
good jobs must have been taken 
over by those who have foreign 
certificates. “Yes, employers keep 
saying lots of Nigerian graduates 
are not employable, but do we 
leave the situation unaddressed. 
Government, educational NGOs, 
parents, teachers and all stake-
holders should collaborate to 
save the situation or else, people 
will just attend universities here 
for attendance sake because 
there would be no job on gradu-
ation”, Nwokoye warns.
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‘Ministry of Niger-Delta is not platform for money-sharing’

S
ir, you have been one year in office 
as minister of the Niger Delta, may 
we know your score card? 

                                      
First of all, we want to correct a 

wrong impression some people have about 
the Ministry of Niger Delta. Some people 
thought that the Ministry of Niger Delta 
was a platform for collecting and sharing 
money or to instigate agitation that will 
suggest further sharing, but there is no bet-
ter way to describe it than the reason we 
had more than N420 billion disbursed in 
the ministry and the rate of project comple-
tion just 12percent; so much of waste. The 
ministry as it is, we have a very congested 
personnel. Many people did not know that 
it is a ministry where we have a minimum 
of 14 to 15 directors. Executive directors are 
above that number; assistant directors were 
above the number of executive directors; so it 
was just nothing rather than the conception 
that we have ascribed to ourselves of violent 
agitations at the detriment of the setting up 
of the ministry.

 
May we know how many projects that 

have been executed and what the projects 
are?

I can categorise them in sectors in ev-
ery of the state of the Niger Delta. There 
are housing estates of two bedroom and 
three bedroom type housing units. They 
have skills acquisition centres. Only one 
has been completed and now donated to 
the Federal University, Otuoke, the rest 
are not complete. The other infrastruc-
tural demands or initiatives like the com-
mon and popular East West Road which 
seems to characterise the image of the 
ministry. We also met land reclamation 
projects especially along the shore lines 
and erosion-threatened locations. Then 
on the human capacity building, we have 
had programmes like training for skills in 
agriculture, in IT Technology, in seafaring 
and so on. But beyond what we met, we 
have introduced the mobilisation of those 
who were trained so that they can setup 
on their own in spite of the smallest of the 
scheme.  We are trying to reward contrac-
tors who have shown true diligence in the 
execution of the contract; we think they 
should be encouraged by being mobilised 
further to return to site. And those who are 
yet to deliver even though they had been 
mobilised must be advised to return to site 
until they get to the level of project execu-
tion that will be commensurable with what 
they have gained financially.

We are also involved in establishing some 
agro processing plants for cassava, as well as 
building classroom blocks and health centres 
to different institutions and communities.

 
What is the latest about the East West 

road? 
It was first awarded in 2006, so today it 

is one decade of a project that has not been 
completed yet; it is of so much economic 
and social importance in the region and it 
is awarded in sections one, two, three, four 
and five. All the other sections are in progress 
except section five being the one linking 
Akwa Ibom from Oron to Calabar in Cross 
River State. Several segments of the East 
West road are at various stages of execution 
but obviously not at the same level. But sec-
tion five has not started at all. Why it was 
never started, I don’t know but maybe on 
account of lack of funding. But one thing I 
know is that the section five, which is still, 
in my view, at the level of award, has been 
in conflict with certain procedural consider-
ations. When the contract was awarded, it 
was awarded in US dollars even labour units 
are denominated in dollars which means, to 
buy sands and chips, were denominated in 

dollar and the earlier design made suggested 
that of the complex bridge to link Oron and 
Calabar, the award carried only first phase of 
the contract with a partial commencement 
of the second phase. 

May we know some of your achieve-
ments so far?

My view on assessment would have been 
from the public first but because again we are 
very limited in publicity; people will not be 
able to see what and what we have achieved 
that is why for me I do not see provision of 
water, building roads and things like that 
as an achievement because these are basic 
essential needs of life. It is like saying when 
you build oxygen which is given by God 
you have performed a very tedious exercise 
whereas we need these things to live. For 
me, our achievements trying to shape the 
ministry and giving a new orientation to the 
people is quite important because I know 
that when we say we are going to carry out 
technical auditing of all the projects it was 
totally resisted. After this analysis, we did 
apply standard global performances in the 
states and you see that the only project that 
has been commissioned is by us within the 
one year, whereas in the past it has been at-
tempt commissioning of projects that have 
not been completed at all. One of such is Imo 
State Housing Estate. We got into the place 
and were told that it has been completed, and 
to be handed to occupants. Those who were 

to conduct me round stood at the gate of the 
estate to take me to where they had designed 
but I came and passed and went to the back 
of the Estate and started my inspection from 
there and in the course of entering some of 
the buildings; I sent for them to come and 
when they came I asked them, this project 
was commissioned and they said yes, what 
time, and they said some time in 2015. A 
building without windows, without plaster-
ing of the walls, without electrical fittings, 
without ceilings, doors and they said they 
have commissioned the Estate. For me, we are 
still trying to take a decision on such things.

It is not that because we do not know 
what decision to take but the process of tak-
ing a decision in government sometimes has 
a very slow pace but no matter how slow, a 
determined action must be taken but I have 
taken it in my mind. We have such in Bakassi 
and they have been urging me that it is due 
for commissioning, but I won’t just follow 
that, I have asked the villagers to go and 
access and see what it is before they take us 
on a jamboree of camera display and call it 
commissioning. These Estates are intended to 
be accommodating the vulnerable, the weak 
of the society, the very poor but the proposal 
I found in the files are suggesting that certain 
‘big’ people have been given discretion to take 
and allocate, then the minister is given them 
permission to allocate some units. In issues of 
policy no discretion is expected, therefore, 
I will not exercise my own discretion. The 

policy says it is for poor people; so we look out 
especially for the displaced people in Bakassi; 
we look out for those who truly merit such 
things. There are people whose husbands 
have been killed by militancy; there are 
people who are deformed or handicapped. 
There are others who have children and are 
homeless. There are others too who have 
been displaced. As many as the number 
maybe we will take out samples carefully 
selected under these conditions or probably 
we take the choice of ballot so whoever wins 
it will be known that it is his or her due and 
will not be manipulated and that is what I 
intend to do around the Estates not anybody 
taking any discretion for a particular person.

To continue to talk about my achieve-
ment, for Nigerians, it may look quite mean-
ingless but without a good foundation there 
cannot be a standing structure. Like I said, 
other works that are physical are continu-
ing. We are applying our force to them but 
we have, within the period, done something. 
The NASA plan is being revisited. We have 
also in collaboration with the UNDP done a 
base line survey and we have got the report 
which was presented for ratification but we 
failed to ratify. To ratify means it becomes 
a guiding rule but there is something that I 
disagreed in the report because some of the 
methods of evaluation are too hypothetical 
for reality; so we told the consultant to get 
back and review some of the social principles 
of such evaluations.

Usani Uguru Usani, minister of Niger Delta Affairs, marked one year in office on November 11, 2016. In this interview 
with MIKE ABANG, Usani spoke on the projects by the ministry; cause of the delay in the East-West road completion, 
wrong perception of people about what the ministry should be doing, the ministry’s efforts to check fraud by some con-
tractors, among other issues. Excerpts: 

Usani Ugurua



T
he current economic recession 
in the country has been linked 
to some policies of the present 
administration, do you agree 
with this?                 

The mere statement that the new ad-
ministration at inception made it known 
that it would commit itself or made a policy 
statement that it would fight corruption and 
go after corrupt people in a bid to stamp out 
corruption in our socio-political life cannot 
be linked to recession. It was absolutely clear 
when the administration came in that there 
had been mismanagement of our resources, 
especially the government funds. This is not 
hidden; everybody witnessed how money 
was spent and lifted from government 
treasury without budgetary provision and 
spent on extraneous activities especially in 
the name of promoting government.

However, the issue of recession is essen-
tially due to the price of oil going down to 
as low as below $20 when this government 
came into office and this is critical, but it is 
largely due to global economic recession. 
Hopefully, by the end of this quarter the 
country would be out of the present pre-
dicament.

Some people are clamouring for the sale 
of some nations assets in order to cushion 
the effects of the recession but the Senate 
has vehemently opposed it. What is your 
own opinion about this? 

I think it would be a great disservice to 
this country and if we sell our national assets, 
it means we have not learnt from history and 
history will not forgive us. This is not the first 
time that the national assets were sold. A 
good example is Ajaokuta Steel Company. It 
had problems but some people believed that 
the solution to it was to sell and after selling 
what happened? The buyers later removed 
some parts of the machines and took it to 
their own countries and made use of it. Also 
the Mercedes Company in Enugu, Steryer in 
Gombe, Fiat Truck Manufacturing in Kano, 
Volkswagen in Lagos all were sold. You will 
agree with me that nothing happened after. 
Now because of recession you want to sell 
some of our best companies. Where does 
that take us and what guarantee do you 
have? The reason behind the sales is to get 
immediate money but if you sell everybody 
knows the status of our Naira presently 
against the Dollar. 

However, during the debate at the Sen-
ate, l made my point very clear: selling 
national assets would create more disparity 
between the citizens and those who have 
the money. There is not going to be an easy 
way out. Hard times require hard decisions. 
l believe this government is serious. Let 
the country borrow money, this country is 
credit worthy.

One other way out is to renegotiate our 
debts. It does not make sense to sell what 
you have to get what you don’t have.

As Chairman, Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, how would diversification of 
the economy help us out of recession?

One big point we keep missing anytime 
we are confronted with this type of ques-
tion is that the parliament or the National 
Assembly is responsible for initiating pro-
gramme that would boost agriculture and 
improve the economy. This is not correct. 
The Legislature is to make law which can 
be through private member bill or execu-
tive bill which can direct the Executive to 
do certain things. Another function of the 
National Assembly is the approval of the 
budget and to see to the performance of 
such through oversight functions. This is 

to ascertain that funds allocated to projects 
are actually spent judiciously. The Executive 
comes to us with a proposal and it is the duty 
of the Legislature to look at it and approve 
or reject completely. However we need to 
look into such proposal and how it would 
help the country.

Do you agree with the call for restruc-
turing?

I am not against restructuring per se but 
l am against empty talk. You are talking 
Nigeria agreed, but what do you want to re-
structure? What to you is not working that 
you want to restructure? Then you need to 
be specific. After that we can see to it and 
look into what you are proposing but you 
cannot just throw an empty shell and say 
restructuring, just to score cheap political 
point. Maybe, there are some things some-
where that are of concern to some people 
and you find yourself in certain position 
to cheaply get into their minds and gain 
political identification and support and just 
talk of restructuring, such does not make 
sense. You just need to be specific. We are a 
Federation. If you think the federal system 
as we have it today in terms of geopolitical 
area, in terms of governance at federal or 
states or the council areas, say you have 
any quarrel against any of these, say it and 
make suggestion so that we can talk. Be 
specific about what is wrong with what 
we have today. Put your proposal on the 
table so that we can talk. If you are talking 
of restructuring of the thirty-six states we 
would know what you are talking about. Be 
specific! Anybody can just go to the market 

place and talk about restructuring Nigeria, 
such does not mean anything.

The fact of the matter is that we have 
cheapened the issue of Independence. Some 
of the political states we have at present 
are not economically viable because at this 
point in time the diversification of economic 
activities that can improve the economy of 
the country is not exploited fully. As a result 
of that they don’t have the kind of money to 
provide the roads and other infrastructure. 
The fact also remains that I grew up and 
witnessed the growth of the First Republic. 
I was already working before the First Re-
public and from what l have seen and read 
and what l have discussed with people there 
was healthy competition among the regions.

First it was a Protectorates, Southern and 
Northern, and later there was the Northern 
Regions, Eastern Regions and Western Re-
gions. By 1963, the Mid-Western Regions 
came up. There were competitions but they 
were developing at their own pace and got 
a share from the Central  government trea-
sury; the resources were in a central pool. 
The resources then were shared according 
to some formula. Regions then were devel-
oping their own budget to suit their own 
purposes and it worked.

Today the competition we have was 
not like the one we had before when we 
were operating the regions. However we 
missed it at a point that the military came 
into our polity. The military intervention 
killed both political and economic growth 
in the country. The military had so much 
discredited the politicians; essentially they 

were not patient enough. Besides they had 
so much dismembered the political group. 
The military toppled the civilian because 
of corruption but one found out that they 
were more corrupt than the civilian.

The issue of Fulani herdsmen has gen-
erated a lot of controversy in the country. 
With the present scenario, what do you 
think is the way out?

I think from the word ‘go’, when you say 
Fulani, there is element of prejudice already 
because l don’t believe every herdsman 
in the country is a Fulani man. It is a fact 
that a Fulani man lives a nomadic life, like 
grazing among others. I want to say very 
categorically that l do know people who are 
not Fulani and are into cattle rearing. If you 
go to Igboland they rear cattle, Yoruba in the 
South West very many of them rear cattle. 
I don’t want people to attach violence to 
herdsmen and grazing. I think people have 
gone extra mile to over politicise the issue 
of grazing. This issue of herdsmen came 
into public glare immediately after the 2015 
election in order to discredit the Federal 
Government. It was a campaign of hate to 
say that President Buhari is not competent. 
But was it not Buhari who gave the security 
the directive to pursue anybody anywhere 
involved in violence in the name of grazing? 
I don’t support anybody who carry illegal 
arms, be you Hausa, Igbo or Yoruba. Let us 
say the reality: inter-communal clashes are 
not peculiar to Fulani alone. I was a gover-
nor; clashes had taken place in my state and 
other states. The inter-ethnic clashes should 
not be restricted to herdsmen.

Politics
Recession wasn’t caused by 
Buhari - Adamu
Senator Abdullahi Adamu represents Nasarawa West Senatorial District. In this interview with OWEDE AGBA-
JILEKE, the APC lawmaker, Chairman, Senate Committee on Agriculture and two-time governor of Nasarawa State 
speaks on restructuring, diversification of the economy among other national issues. Excerpts:
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opposition parties accused of corrup-
tion and ignore those accused of the 
same thing who are in the ruling party 
and are close to the President. We still 
have a long way to go. If you are fight-
ing corruption, fight it holistically, not 
selectively,” he said.

“If Oshiomhole was in opposition 
party, the EFCC would have invited 
him since he left office. We can only 
build strong men in this manner, in-
stead of building strong institutions. 
This is the reason our institutions are 
weak. If it was opposition the EFCC 
would have made so much noise in 
the media with invitation and arrest. 
Sometime, I wonder if this is really a 
fight against corruption because there 
are lots economic vampires around 
the President whose petitions have 
gathered dust at the EFCC. There are 
serious corrupt elements in Buhari’s 
government and Nigerians know them. 
But we will keep mounting pressure on 
them,” Edokpaiyi further said.  

Osadolor Ochei, an award-winning 
human rights activist whose petition 
against Oshiomhole was submitted 
to the EFCC while the ex-governor 
was still in office, said if the anti-graft 
agency fails to arrest him despite over-
whelming and verifiable evidences 
before the commission, it would make 
mockery of the regime’s anti-corrup-
tion campaign.

Ochei said the Ewohimi General 
Hospital’s project which the governor 
is being accused of embezzling over 
N200 million from, was awarded to 
one Victor Oboigbe, a relative of Clara, 

Oshiomhole’s late wife, saying that he 
is watching keenly to see if the EFCC 
would let the former governor go free 
without arrest and trial.

“There was also a water project he 
gave to Victor Eboigbe in the same 
Ewohimi which was also over-inflated. 
If the EFCC refuses to do the needful, 
we will take up the matter in the me-
dia; to tell Nigerians that the so-called 
Buhari and APC are not fighting cor-
ruption, they are only fighting back 
enemies or opponents. We have records 
of all others that have been indicted 
but nothing has been done about them 
because they are protected. That is why 
we are watching. I also plan to go and 
see Magu again, to remind him about 
what we are hearing, so that he can con-
firm whether it is true or not. We will 
be asking Magu whether he is there to 
protect certain interests or the interest 
of Nigeria and Nigerians. By the time I 
bring out all these allegations and what 
Oshiomhole has done while in office, 
Magu should be able to tell which side 
he is; then, we will now know what 
to do. If Buhari cannot send signals to 
members of the ruling party who are 
corrupt as he is doing to members of 
the opposition accused of corruption, 
then he is not ready for the job yet,” he 
told BD SUNDAY.

The human rights activist further 
said he would take his petition to the 
Code Conduct Bureau (CCB) if the EFCC 
refuses to take seriously the petitions 
written against Oshiomhole, since the 
law establishing the CCB already states 
that public office holders must declare 

their financial status before assuming 
office and do same after leaving.

“The CCB law says that before you 
assume an office you declare your as-
sets and when you are also leaving you 
declare your assets. So, we will look at 
Oshiomhole’s salaries for eight years; 
and N600, 000 a month cannot be up to 
N70 million for eight years. So, if your 
salaries for eight years are not up to N70 
million and you are building house of 
N10 billion, then, he should be able to 
tell us the source of the money because 
money does not fall from heaven. No-
body should think that he is too clever 
and can cover up everything. All we are 
saying is that if Oshiomhole cannot pro-
vide evidence how he got the money, 
the properties should be seized, sold, 
the money given to Godwin Obaseki to 
help develop Edo State. I am not saying 
give me the money,” he said.

He expressed disappointment that 
while pensioners in the state, who had 
served for more than 30 years, are dy-
ing every day from starvation and their 
children dropping out of school, the Edo 
State House of Assembly is busy ap-
proving a mansion worth hundreds of 
millions of naira for Adams Oshiomhole 
who served for 8 years.

“Every day, Edo State Government 
calls pensioners for verification and 
asked for their records and other 
documents, just to find out how many 
are dead among them without paying 
them. I also run pension consultancy 
and I can tell you statistically how many 
pensioners are in the state. The State 
House of Assembly has not sat down to 
consider the plight of these pensioners 
who are senior citizens of the state but it 
found time to sit down to approve N200 
million for governor and N100 million 
for his deputy,  and we know that they 
have mansions all over the world. Some 
pensioners can’t even pay house rent,” 
Ochei said.

According to him, “They (EFCC) have 
started their investigation; they are 
verifying our allegations and they have 
also arrested some of Oshiomhole’s 
aides (the chairman of the state Univer-
sal Basic Education and a director) that 
he used in laundering Edo State funds. 
Those ones embezzled N1.5 billion and 
that money was embezzled during 
their local government election. Those 
are the ones that have been arrested 
by the EFCC. We also have verifiable 
documents of approval signed by the 
former governor for them to collect this 
money,” he said.  

DeboAdeniran, chairman, Coali-
tion Against Corrupt Leaders (CACOL), 
urged the two Edo anti-corruption 
campaigners to continue to press the 
matter until something comes out of 
their respective petitions against the 
former governor.

“They should even file another peti-
tion as a reminder to the EFCC. The 
EFCC may actually be doing something 
about the matter quietly, but decided to 
avoid media trial. But they should fol-
low the matter to its logical conclusion,” 
Adeniran said.

Arrest Oshiomhole now, Edo 
petitioners tell EFCC

Oshiomhole

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

A
nti-corruption campaigners 
in Edo State are mounting 
intense pressure on the 
Economic and Financial 
Crime Commission (EFCC) 

to arrest Adams Oshiomhole, immedi-
ate past governor of the state for alleged 
contract inflation and misappropriation 
of state funds after they submitted peti-
tions against the former president of the 
Nigerian Labour Congress (NLC) to the 
anti-graft agency.

In the petitions and acknowledged  
receipts by the EFCC sighted by BDSUN-
DAY, Oshiomhole was accused of using 
N10 billion to build mansion which was 
designed and constructed by Verissimo, 
a South African architect in Iyamho, 
Edo State; inflating contracts and di-
verting billions of naira while in office.

Kola Edokpaiyi, a Benin-based hu-
man right activist, who is one of the 
petitioners, said his petition against Os-
hiomhole for alleged misappropriation 
of state funds when he was governor 
of the Edo was submitted on Novem-
ber 4, 2016, to the EFCC and that he is 
surprised that the anti-graft agency had 
yet to invite the former governor even 
for questioning.

He alleged that the former gover-
nor is currently constructing another 
mansion in Abuja where he planned to 
move to, and inflated the contract for 
the construction of Ewohimi General 
Hospital in Edo Central, which he said 
gulped over an additional N200million.

“The EFCC acknowledged the receipt 
of my petition against Oshiomhole. We 
expect that the EFCC should have at 
least, invited him for questioning, like 
they have been doing to former gover-
nors who are members of opposition 
parties. The only thing we have read in 
the newspapers since the petition was 
made is that the EFCC has commenced 
investigation into the matter. But that 
is not enough. We have concluded on 
our own that we will give them this 
week and if nothing is done, we file 
another petition again as a reminder 
to the EFCC next week. They should 
let us know how far they have gone 
in respect to the petition. Our leaders 
are supposed to be transparent and 
accountable to us. They are supposed 
to render account of their stewardship 
to the people who elected them. If Mr. 
A is arrested for stealing magi in the 
market, Mr. B should be equally ar-
rested for stealing state funds,” he told 
BDSUNDAY in Benin.

According him, the decision of 
EFCC not to primarily invite Oshiom-
hole for questioning, is justifying the 
view of several Nigerians that the 
anti-corruption war of the President 
Muhammadu Buhari administration is 
one-sided, saying that those arrested so 
far and those accused of corruption but 
are still in government, is an indication 
that Nigeria still has a long way to go.

“You cannot build institution like 
this when you only arrest members of 
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A
s final countdown to the 
December 10, 2016 rerun 
elections that have been 
decreed a must comes fly-
ing nearer, the two rival 

political parties in the state, the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) that controls 
the state and the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) that now controls the 
centre have moved from one level of 
intrigue to another.

Now, each party has ‘uncovered’ 
one major plot being hatched by 
the other, evidence that, of a truth, 
these two parties are product of one 
political thinking before breaking 
into hate-camps that pose as political 
parties. PDP is controlled by Nyesom 
Wike, governor, who was Chibuike 
Amaechi’s man-Friday for years. Both 
kinsmen are now sworn-enemies, a 
scenario that fuels the kind of politics 
that the state must taste. 

Each party has recently uncovered 
plots to rig the elections. Next, they 
uncovered plots to kill each other; 
plots to use either the police or thugs 
to unleash mayhem, plots to acquire 
results sheets; and now, it is about 
plots to put the other out of circula-
tion. 

What the PDP ‘uncovered’:
The Rivers State chapter of the PDP 

has raised alarm over yet another plot 
to track down at all cost its chairman, 
Felix Obuah. 

The party in a statement signed by 
the Special Adviser on Media and Pub-
licity to state chairman, Jerry Needam, 
said it is shocked that the life of Obuah 
is still being threatened sequel to a 
failed attempt Wednesday, Novem-
ber 30, 2016 to arrest him by feigned 
security operatives at the instance of 
the chairman of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in the State, Davies 
Ikanya and the defeated APC Gover-
norship candidate, Dakuku Peterside. 

The statement unequivocally ac-
cused Peterside and Ikanya of being 
responsible for the plot against its 
State chairman. The plot, according 
to the statement, also includes the use 
of militants disguised in police and 
military uniform to effect the arrest 
of the State PDP chairman before or 
during the December 10, re-run elec-
tion, frame up false allegations against 
him with a view to incriminating and 
incarcerating him as long as they wish 
and eventually prosecute him.

“This gives credence to intelligence 
reports on other plans by same per-
sons to get at the PDP State chairman 
by any means possible, or preferably 
lynch him to death”, the statement 
added. 

In the face of this deliberate act to 
cause breach of the peace in the State, 
the PDP warns that any such attempt 
in whatever disguise not minding the 
social status of those behind it will be 
resisted with its full might. 

Tempers rise in PDP, APC camps 
over Rivers’ rerun elections

Wike                           Amaechi

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

“It’s dangerous not to allow the 
sleeping dog lie because we cannot, 
we repeat, cannot be intimidated no 
matter what”, the PDP warned, stress-
ing that both those behind the plot 
and those being used to prosecute 
the evil must think twice and desist 
forthwith. 

The PDP wishes by this alert to 
inform the security agencies and all 
relevant authorities. 

What the APC ‘uncovered’: 
The Rivers State Chapter of the All 

Progressives Congress (APC) has al-
leged a plot by the opposition Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) to pull down 
the President Muhammadu Buhari 
Administration and weaken the rul-
ing APC. The party, in a statement 
issued on Thursday in Port Harcourt, 
fingered the State Chapter of PDP and 
Governor Nyesom Wike as leaders of 
the plot using their unrelenting cam-
paign against the Minister of Trans-
portation, Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi, 
as a ploy.

The statement signed by Rivers 
APC Chairman, Davies Ibiamu Ikanya, 
disclosed that, in the latest manifesta-
tion of the plot, Wike and the Rivers 
State Government paid a whopping 
$1.5m to a movie producer to produce 
and syndicate fabricated video clips 
on how Amaechi and the Rivers Com-
missioner of Police purportedly plan 
to rig the December 10 rerun legisla-
tive elections in the state. The party 
said that such a rigging plot exists 
only in the demented mind of Wike 
and other Rivers PDP leaders. 

It described the desperation of 
the factionalised PDP to demonise 
and bring down Amaechi as callous, 
vindictive, wicked, diversionary 
and betraying the party’s morbid 
fear of Amaechi. “Most importantly, 
this is one of the ploys by the PDP 

and enemies of President Buhari to 
undermine his administration while 
also weakening and destroying APC 
before the 2019 general elections,” 
Rivers APC said.

According to the party, the plot had 
the endorsement of some other gover-
nors and former PDP governors now 
in the National Assembly who have 
allegedly collaborated in sponsoring 
various attacks and casting asper-
sion on the person and integrity of 
Amaechi to ensure that he does not 
play a pivotal role in the 2019 general 
elections.

“We are also aware of the fact 
that Wike and PDP are desperate to 
pull down Amaechi so as to ensure 
that our expected impact during the 
forthcoming Rivers rerun legislative 
elections is reduced to the barest 
minimum. The third reason is that 
by reducing the influence of Amae-
chi and ridiculing him, the target of 
destroying APC and the Presidency 
of Buhari would be easily achieved.”

Continuing, Rivers APC said: “This 
latest plot after all the past failed at-
tempts to destroy, diminish and tar-
nish the image of Amaechi, the Rivers 
State Police Commissioner, INEC and 
APC as a party is to demonstrate how 
Wike and PDP are not ready for this 
rerun election and have to resort to 
blackmail as a way of escape for the 
defeat that awaits him and his party 
come December 10. 

“This latest plot hatched in Wike’s 
office at the Rivers State Government 
House was to contract a popular 
movie producer in the Nollywood 
industry to assemble different clips 
of the Transport Minister at differ-
ent times saying things as someone 
negotiating a price with some people. 

The idea was to project the Minister 
where he was asking the Judges to 
pervert justice. But that was later 
abandoned when the affected Judges 
were contacted. The two embattled 
Supreme Court Judges were said to 
vehemently opposed the idea as that 
may backfire on them, considering 
that they should have long submit-
ted the video evidence to the former 
CJN or the DSS in order to prove their 
innocence. Having backtracked on 
that plan, the governor’s hatchet men 
and spin doctors who were worried 
that they may be asked to refund 
the money approved to them for the 
purpose then suggested the idea of 
implicating the State Commissioner 
of Police, Francis Odesanya, and the 
top echelon of the Police in the state.

“The video of a meeting between 
party chieftains of APC will be aired 
with someone speaking in the CP’s 
voice, purportedly showing them 
discussing plans on how to rig the 
forthcoming rerun elections. We wish 
to alert the general public to watch 
out as a concocted video clip aimed 
at throwing mud at the Police boss 
in Rivers State is set to be uploaded 
on different platforms including 
YouTube. Let us reiterate that these 
unwarranted satanic attacks are an 
exercise in futility as we have explicit 
confidence in Amaechi and his efforts 
to assist to move our party and nation 
forward.”

 Conclusion:
These numerous allegations never 

get beyond the pages of newspapers to 
the point of actual investigation with a 
definite verdict to allow the public know 
which is true and which is not. Soon, 
another plot will be ‘uncovered’.



What manner of corporate surgeon?
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H
e brands himself “corporate 
surgeon”. This is self-adula-
tion, given many companies 
in his vast business empire 
have gone moribund while 

a host of others are largely decrepit.
But in Nigeria, once a “big man”, 

always a “big man”, it doesn’t matter if 
those sources that landed you in the 
billionaire club are no longer there. Ours 
is a country where many people live in 
past glories and relevant data are not 
kept to track developments.

In Nigeria, there are too many fly-by-
night politicians who believe that they 
require no training to man the seat of 
leadership. Maybe they are right be-
cause over the years, a country of over 
180 million people has been stagnant 
development-wise.

Nigeria is a country where poli-
tics pay handsomely so much so that 
people’s careers are deemed incomplete 
unless they have a stint in politics. This 
is why many of those who have failed in 
other areas of life find in politics a hiding 
place. And many of them are afraid to 
retire for fear of losing relevance in their 
community.

Ibrahim is a very controversial per-
son, whose disposition always puts him 
at loggerheads with many. His larger-
than-life posturing is also a problem 
many people say is a minus to his person. 
A man who likes to court controversy, 
his controversial involvement in the 
just-concluded Ondo State gubernatorial 
election may have added to the list of 
those who resent his way of life.

He emerged from the unpopular 
faction of the PDP, a faction that is be-
ing seen by many party members as a 
tool in the hands of the ruling APC. His 
emergence as the preferred candidate 
of the PDP, and his recognition (as such) 
by the INEC, flabbergasted many. Critics 
had said that he was not ripe to govern 
a state. They cite his not-too-healthy 
companies and allege that should he win 
Ondo, the state would be run down. But 
he calls himself a corporate surgeon. 

When Jimoh Ibrahim renewed his 
political ambition in Ondo State, he at-
tracted some mischievous glances from 
certain elements who voiced their fears 
that the businessman would not be able 
to successfully preside over a state. The 
incumbent state governor, Olusegun 
Mimiko, did not think of him as a good 
hand for the job.

So, Ibrahim decided to align himself 
with the Ali Modu Sheriff faction of 
the PDP, which threw him up after the 
splinter group’s governorship primary. 
Curiously, he was recognised as the 
authentic flag-bearer of the PDP by the 
INEC, and his name was listed on the 
INEC’s document as the party’s candi-
date for the gubernatorial election, yet 
the primary that threw him up was 
not supervised by any INEC official as 
enshrined in the electoral law. And the 
owls began to howl.

Eyitayo Jegede, who was of the 
Ahmed Makarfi faction, had emerged 
from another primary election that was 
monitored by officials of the INEC. It 
became a legal issue, which eventually 
ended in Jegede’s favour, albeit at the 
eleventh hour.

In the heat of the matter, Ibrahim told 
Jegede to queue behind him because 
he (Ibrahim) had been in the party and 
declared ambition to contest as governor 
under the party long before him.

“Jegede is brand new in the system. 
He’s new and let him take his time. It 
took me 2008 to the present date to join 
this political legitimacy. You cannot come 
just in one day and begin to think you 
can win election like that in Ondo State. 
Nobody can just come and enter like that. 
Take your time and queue behind,” he said 
during a parley with journalists.

On his vision for the people of the 
state, Ibrahim said priority would be 
given to the prompt payment of workers’ 
salaries while workers would be exposed 
to training and retraining to ensure the 
state workers are the best in the country.

“I need to take the state from the hope-
less situation as now to a very hopeful 
situation. I need to take away injustice; 
we cannot afford to have a senatorial 
district producing governors for 16 years 
at a go. That is completely injustice; that 
is hopeless and we will not allow that, 
and that will not happen in Ondo State,” 
he said.

“My priority is the payment of out-
standing salaries of workforce because 
it is the workforce that can deliver the 
dividends of democracy or deliver ef-

govern a state with all that is happening 
with his businesses? Maybe you don’t 
know Jimoh; I do not know what those 
who supported his candidacy were actu-
ally looking at. I am quite sure he never 
meant it. Take a look at all his businesses; 
a man that is facing such challenges in 
his businesses should not have anything 
to do with governance. What would 
have been the future of Ondo under 
an Ibrahim Jimoh government? I never 
stopped imagining that,” said an analyst, 
who craved anonymity.

Ibrahim gave himself away when he 
slipped into wild celebration after the 
election where his “party” lost. While 
congratulating Rotimi Akeredolu 
even before he was officially declared 
winner of the election, Ibrahim said: 
“My dear egbon, congratulations. I 
have computed the results sent to me 
from 2907 wards by my party agents 
across Ondo State. It shows you are 
leading with unrecoverable margin. I 
congratulate you as governor-elect of 
our lovely state.

“I have no doubt that you will urgent-
ly create hope for our people; kindly do 
whatever you can to assist your lovely 
civil servants. I saw poverty in those 
villages I visited during campaign. Please 
kindly assist traditional rulers as much 
as you can.”

Ibrahim is a lawyer, politician, busi-
nessman, and philanthropist in Nigeria. 
He is the chairman and chief executive 
officer of Global Fleet Group, a diversi-
fied conglomerate based in Nigeria, with 
business interests and subsidiaries in 
neighbouring West African countries.

“Ibrahim is well known in Nigeria 
for his queer and unconventional busi-
ness style. A top player in the corporate 
world, many do not really adore him for 
his garrulous and proud nature,” accord-
ing to his biodata found online.

“Jimoh Ibrahim owns many multi-
billion-naira businesses in Nigeria and 
abroad, which have either been run 
aground or struggling to survive. He has 
a style of acquiring businesses and put-
ting them on the slaughter slab. Among 
Ibrahim’s numerous companies include 
Air Nigeria, Nigeria Re-Insurance Cor-
poration and Nicon Insurance. All these 
three are no more in operation,” the 
biodata said.

He is the owner of Global Fleet Oil 
and Gas, Energy Bank of Ghana, Nicon 
Luxury Hotel, Abuja, Global Fleet In-
dustries, Oceanic Bank Sao Time and 
Principe, Newswatch and National Mir-
ror Newspaper. It is worthy of note that 
most of these companies are struggling 
to keep afloat.

Ibrahim traces his origins to Ondo 
State, in southwestern Nigeria. He stud-
ied law at Obafemi Awolowo University 
in Ile Ife, Osun State, Nigeria, graduating 
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws 
(LLB). Subsequently, he obtained the 
degree of Master of Public Administra-
tion (MPA), also from Obafemi Awolowo 
University.

Later, he attended Harvard Univer-
sity in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA, 
graduating with a combined Master of 
Laws (LLM) and Masters in International 
Taxation degree. He has investments in 
oil and gas distribution, hotels, resorts, 
airlines, banking, real estate, insurance, 
publishing and investments, among 
others.

ficiency and effectiveness. The public 
service is really my own major focus. I 
want them to be trained and retrained 
and I want them to be first among equal 
in public service spectrum in Nigeria,” 
he said, adding that he was not coming 
to close down people’s businesses but 
to encourage entrepreneurs to ensure 
efficiency and capability development, a 
strategy of innovation in the workforce.

But knowledgeable people wondered 
how a man who has a reverse Midas’ 
touch such that everything he touches 
turns to dust could manage a state.

“This man has run down every busi-
ness that he has ever managed. Where 
is Air Nigeria today? Where is National 
Mirror, Newswatch, NICON Insurance, 
etc? He will just liquidate Ondo State the 
way he liquidated these businesses,” said 
John Adedayo, an Ondo citizen resident 
in Lagos.

From his body language, critics say 
that Ibrahim knew he would never 
stand the election but decided to play 
the “spoiler” role.

Those who made the allegation point 
to the alleged divisive role being played 
by Ali Modu Sheriff in the party.

“I think Jimoh Ibrahim was just out 
to destabilize the PDP in Ondo. He must 
have been briefed to do just that, oth-
erwise why would he think he could 

Personality Of The Week
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Interview
Imo is uniquely investor-friendly state – Ajumbe

L
ooking at the state, can 
you say it is conducive 
for investments to thrive 
and are there invest-
ment opportunities? 

There are many business op-
portunities for people to invest 
in Imo State. But even if any state 
has all the business opportunities 
but has no security, none of such 
investments will thrive. But in 
Imo State there is an enabling en-
vironment for business which the 
state government has provided, 
making sure that there is adequate 
security in the state and this has 
given room for investors to come 
and establish.

However, the major industry 
in the state is education; we have 
over eight tertiary institutions 
clustering in and around Owerri. 
And that number one industry is 
funded by the governor, Rochas 
Okorocha, he gave free education 
from primary to tertiary levels 
which has helped to reduce the 
suffering of parents and guardians, 
who hitherto were paying school 
fees and other fees, to train their 
children and wards in the state.

 
Are there other factors? 
There is also the hospitality 

industry. Imo State has the highest 
number of hotel establishments, 
the tourism sector is thriving here 
more than in any other state in 
the South East and South-South 
geo-political zones put together, 
and there goes to show why hotels 
are fully booked every weekend.

If you are coming into Owerri 
town from Abuja or Lagos by flight 
on a Friday and if you do not book 
ahead you will not get a flight and 
if you are going back to Abuja or 
Lagos from Owerri and if you do 
not book ahead you will not get a 
flight. It shows how people flock to 
Owerri because of the hospitality 
industry. And what is the driving 
force? It is the steady security situ-

ation in the state.
There are so many security 

agencies the state government 
has established. Like Imo State 
Security Network, Imo State Secu-
rity Watch and so many of them 
that complement the services of 
the Nigerian Security and Civil 

Defense Corps (NSCDC) the police, 
and  other paramilitary agencies 
working in the state to ensure 
there is adequate security in the 
state. And that gives Owerri the 
status of “entertainment city” or 
“fun city” in the South East and 

South-South zones. 

May we know some of the 
mineral deposits that can attract 
investors?

 
Yes. Mineral resources abound; 

Imo is part of Niger Delta Devel-
opment Company (NDDC), it has 
crude oil deposits. In fact, the first 
oil well was discovered in Iho in 
Ikeduru Local Government Area 
before the Whiteman discovered 
crude oil in Oloibiri.

The state is also endowed with 
abundant non-metallic mineral 
resources which are in commercial 
quantities like Kaolin, clay, lime-
stone and Alumina. Kaolin and 
Koalin-clay deposits are found in 
Nsu in Ehime Mbano Local Gov-
ernment Area and are also found 
in some places in Okigwe Local 
Government Area. Kaolin is used 
to produce paints, rubber, chalk, 
and pulp and paper even fertilizer. 
Also used in making cosmetics, 
ceramic wares, fillers, tiles, etc.

There are lime stone deposits 
in Okigwe Local Government 
Area which are used in ceramics, 
chemicals, water treatment, paint, 
paper, etc. Somebody can establish 
cement industry, chalk factory, etc.

There is also gypsum deposits 
found in Okigwe LGA and this is 
a major but essential ingredient 
of cement. We have virtually all 
the mineral resources, that need 
to be tapped and this is why the 
state is having this committee on 
Commerce and Trade Develop-
ment. My committee is to bring 
in investors that will come and 
tap these untapped resources and 
develop the state.

Our people are also traders, 
and because of the state’s environ-
ment, we are developing 27 new 
markets and putting them into in-
ternational standard, one in each 
local government area and this 
is directly under my supervision 

as the chairman, committee on 
commerce and trade development.

We are also upgrading the 
existing markets in Owerri city, 
Okigwe city and Orlu city, putting 
them in the international map. 
Each market will have modern 
toilets facilities, modern motor 
parks, clinic, police post, bank and 
a conference hall and the market 
will also be fenced in order to stop 
street trading around the market. 
The governor, Rochas Okorocha 
wants all these markets to be 
properly organised so that when 
you enter our markets in Owerri, 
Okigwe and Orlu it would be an 
example of a modern market.

 
Why is it that with the avail-

able huge investment opportuni-
ties, our people are still moving 
to other places to invest or look 
for jobs? 

It is very clear because human 
wants are insatiable. You find out 
that those who lived in Owerri 
will not like to stay in Owerri but 
would want to go to Lagos and 
those who have lived in Lagos 
would like to go to other places.

Let me tell you, I am sorry to 
say it, the economy of this state 
is in the hands of foreigners, 
our people are becoming lazy 
and it  worries me a lot,  our 
people are no more into skills 
acquisition. If you go to any 
fine building in construction 
in the state, the people you see 
there as bricklayers are Yor-
ubas and Togo people; if you 
go to traditional medicine, the 
Yorubas have taken over, the 
vibrant Pentecostal churches 
are owned by Yorubas, they put 
in pastors from Yoruba and you 
hardly see them put Igbo pas-
tors. Our people will go there 
and pay tithes which they use 
to invest in Yoruba land and 
build universities which your 
children and mine cannot go.

After s everal  we eks of 
dilly-dallying, the lead-
ership of the House of 

Repres entatives  has  f inally 
disclosed the rationale behind 
the rejection of the 2017-2019 
M e d i u m  Te r m  E x p e n d i t u re 
Framework (MTEF) and Fiscal 
Strategy Paper (FSP) transmit-
ted by President Muhammadu 
Buhari.

Y u s s u f f  L a s u n ,  d e p u t y 
speaker, who gave the position 
of the National Assembly at 
the inauguration of the Ad-hoc 
committee on the investigation 
of the activities of state-owned 
Development Finance Institu-
tions (DFIs) including: Bank of 
Industry (BoI),  Bank of Agri-
culture (BoA), Nigerian Export-
Import Bank (NEXIM), Nige-
rian Export Promotion Council 
( N E P C ) ,  S m a l l  a n d  M e d i u m 
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ELEMBA on why Imo is investor-friendly, investment opportunities in the state, among others. Excerpts:

Scale Enterprises Development 
Agency (SMEDAN), National 
Economic Reconstruction Fund 
(NERFUND), Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN), among 
others.

He explaine d that the in-
ability of the cabinet members 
of the President Muhammadu 
Buhari team to give accurate 
fo re i g n  e xc h a n g e  rat e  a n d 
other factors was responsible 
for the decision of the National 
Assembly to shelve the consid-
eration of the three year budget 
rolling plan.

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari in the separate letters sent 
to the Senate President, Bukola 
Saraki  and S p eaker Yakubu 
Dogara explaine d that  “ the 
MTEF and FSP, which would 
provide the framework for the 
development of the 2017 bud-
get, was designed against the 
backdrop of a generally adverse 

global economic environment 
as well as fiscal challenges in 
the domestic economy.”

According to him, “the 2017-
2019 MTEF and FSP articulates 
the federal government’s eco-
nomic, social and developmen-
tal objectives, as well as the 
strategies for achieving these 
defined objectives and priori-
ties.”

L a s u n ,  w h o  d e s c r i b e d 
the  do cument  as  un-imple-
m e n t ab l e ,  s a i d :  “ i n  t h e  l a s t 
couple of days there have been 
consistent publications on the 
fact that the National Assem-
bly is deliberately delaying the 
presentation of 2017 budget by 
Mr. President in one of the fea-
tures read in daily publication.

“A question was asked, are 
we saying that we are better 
t h a n  a l l  t h e  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e 
MTEF and the drawing plan 
has b e en pres ente d through 
the public. People have forgot-

ten we have 360 representative 
members and 109 senators. I 
doubt if 469 people will not 
have at least 50 that will be 
experts in human endeavours.

“So, if the National Assembly 
is not performing its legisla-
tive functions or because of 
their professional callings put 
to question some of the docu-
ments presented by the execu-
tive, then people at least should 
give us the benefit of doubts 
that all  the 469 memb ers of 
N at i o n a l  A s s e mb l y  a re  n o t 
dullards.”

“In the last three years, we 
have not done up to 2.2 million 
barrels  and our budget  has 
b e en c onsistently premis e d 
on at least 2.2 million barrel 
per day and at best we have 
achieved is 1.8 million barrels 
per day and so if National As-
sembly says please go and look 
at this, so that you know what 
to do b efore you bring your 

budget, I don’t think that needs 
an expert advice.

“We are the most criticised 
because the nature of our job 
is conducted in the public, the 
only arm of government whose 
functions are performed in the 
open,” the Deputy Speaker said.

While stressing the ne e d 
to x-ray the activities of the 
DFIs for better productivity, 
Lasun expressed optimism that 
through such investigation, 
inefficiency could be addressed 
and such institutions brought 
back to achieve its mandate and 
responsibility.

“These institutions if ade-
quately harnessed are enough 
to  prop el  this  c ountry into 
te chnological  and e c onomic 
advancement. Unfortunately, 
d e s p i t e  t h e  h u g e  r s o u 8 c e s 
committed into these institu-
tions, their impacts are yet to 
be felt by the majority of the 
masses.”

‘Why we reject 2017 – 2019 MTEF’ – Lasun
KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja
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Saying that Nigerians are suffer-
ing is to put it mildly. Suffering 
has literally become the second 

name of many Nigerians. In the last 
six months, suicide cases have in-
creased. Husbands and fathers are 
taking their own lives over their 
inability to meet the basic needs of 
their families. 

A good number of women have 
also committed suicide on account 
of mounting matrimonial scuffles 
that are directly related to the hard 
times. But the unfortunate aspect of 
it all is that political leaders are not 
sufficiently perturbed by the level of 
poverty in the land and its associated 
social problems. While the suffering 
is mounting, they are rolling out new 
laws that further complicate matters 
for the common man. 

In the last six months, many city 
dwellers have lost their shops and 
offices to the bulldozers of state 
governments. While it is desirable to 
have an orderly environment, gov-
ernment must at all time put a human 

Some prominent Igbo sons trod the fa-
miliar path and rehashed the old tune 
the other day in Lagos. They lamented 

that Ndigbo had been hard-done-by in 
Nigeria.

If it were youths that made the lamen-
tation, I would not have bothered, but the 
fact that this was from men who had lived 
all their lives outside Igboland and hardly 
champion the drive for the recognition that 
had eluded the people.

It was also laughable that the event 
where this new cries were being made was 
held in Lagos. Can you imagine, an Igbo man 
authored a book that is talking about 

‘The Land of My Birth’ he decided to 
launch it in Lagos! And they are still crying. 
Is Lagos your land of birth? I thought such 
books should be launched in Igboland to 
show the seriousness of the true search 
for Igbonness. Many of those who have 
now taken over the position of Prophet 
Jeremiah in their lamentation are wealthy 
people who made their money in the larger 
Nigeria. A good number of them served 
governments at various levels and many 
of them have their children school abroad 
and are living there; how do we think Igbo? 

Do they speak up in government circles 
where they should raise their voices in 
matters that concern Igbo, or they speak in 
hush tones, but when they gather as Igbo 
people they begin to sing. 

Why are we doing this to ourselves? 

Do they know we are suffering?

Ball darkness at Yuletide likely

The report last Friday that the 
national power generation ca-
pacity has dropped from 4,285 

megawatts recorded in September 16 to 
3,321 megawatts, was a sad news indeed 
and gave indication that Nigerians are 
likely going to mark the Yuletide in ball 
darkness.

They said the problem is still that 
of gas. This gas of a thing has become 
a serious issue for Nigeria and there 
seems not to be any solution in sight. 

A familiar tune

Nothing on earth ever remains con-
stant. There is time for everything 
under the sun. A time to play politics 

and a time to retire. Penultimate Saturday, 
Anthony Anenih, a former chairman of 
the Board of Trustees (BoT) of the People’s 
Democratic party (PDP) took a bow from 
partisan politics. 

Anenih, until then had been a political 
juggernaut who at various times had been 
a member of the cabal. In the 16- year oc-
cupation of the power stool by the PDP, the 
Uromi, Edo State-born politician towered 
like a colossus in the nation’s political fir-
mament. His words were law; within that 
period, he held several positions and was 

Very ephemeral

Now that Ondo election has been won and lost

The hullabaloo over the gu-
bernatorial election in Ondo 
State has come and gone. 

Before the election, we watched 
as the actors in the contest moved 
round the state preaching mes-
sages of hope to the people. 

We heard about how Olusegun 
Mimiko was allegedly trying to 
strike a deal with the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) to produce 
the secretary to the state govern-
ment for the in-coming adminis-
tration. 

We saw how Jimoh Ibrahim 
played the spoiler role and all 
the shenanigans that character-
ized the exercise. It was also said 
that Bola Ahmed Tinubu nearly 
slipped into anti-party mode in 
his rage over the failure of his 
candidate to pick the ticket. But 
he made a volte face immediately 
INEC pronounced Rotimi Ak-
eredolu winner. 

We also heard that the gover-
nor-elect was trying to behave 
like an over-pampered newly 
married lady, when he paid a 
thank-you-visit to the villa. The 
good thing about the election 

is that we did not hear stories 
of people being killed. Like it is 
being said that all that is done 
in war is fair, the new governor 
must see every indigene of the 
state as his ‘egbon’ and carry 
everyone along, irrespective of 
party leaning. All hatchets must 
be buried in the interest of the 
state.

face to its laws and policies to ensure 
that lives are not lost unnecessarily. 
After all, environment was made for 
man and not the other way round. If 
we consider what it takes to create a 
single soul, it becomes very difficult 
to cause a soul to die unnecessarily. 
Government and all those respon-
sible for taking decisions that affect 
fellow human lives must be humane 
in their approach to such decisions. 
Life is precious and must be protected 
at all costs.  

among those who determined who got what 
in the country. At some point, Anenih took 
his influence to a ridiculous level when he 
insisted “there’s no vacancy in the Villa.” 

He made the statement during Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s tenure in 2003; he repeated 
same in December 2010, warning the likes 
of Atiku Abubakar to steer clear. Anenih 
was many things in the nations’ politics to 
the point that he was tagged “Mr. Fix It”. 
Those who had cause to lock horns with 
him are still nursing the wounds. But that 
was then. His power/influence whittled 
down in his native state of Edo, when Ad-
ams Oshiomhole became governor. Since 

Goodluck Jonathan lost his bid to return to 
the Villa in 2015, 

Anenih has been largely quiet and invisi-
ble.  He told the gathering in Abuja the other 
day that he was quitting partisan politics 
because according to him, “I am persuaded 
that I have no more ambition or any point 
to prove in politics.” But viewed critically, it 
is a forced retirement like some other PDP 
goons had also done. They know they are 
irrelevant in the current dispensation and 
have nothing positive to contribute or may 
not be allowed to make such contributions, 
so the best way to avoid ridicule is to pub-
licly announce their withdrawal. 

Some of us thought that with a govern-
ment that promises Change, life would 
be a lot more worth living. Some of us 
also thought that giving Nigerians light 
should not be a rocket science. But we’re 
wrong.

 Someone in the know told us that 
the “situation in power generation is 
very obvious and clear. The fact re-
mains that we at the generation end of 
the value chain are quite handicapped 
at the moment, with the logs of market 
debts owed us, which has risen to over 
400 billion. 

It is noteworthy that most of the 
generating power plants have been 
disconnected from the supply of gas 
simply because we are unable to pay 
for gas supplied. 

The situation is getting bad and 
should be addressed as urgently as they 
should because the country’s power 
supply is dependent on how much we 
generate.” That sounded like bad news 
for consumers this period of festivity. 
Too bad!

Their brothers are being held and maligned 
for speaking out that they are not comfort-
able with their condition in Nigeria, have 
the Igbo elite gone to Abuja and strongly 
make case for them? 

But we hear government entering into 
negotiations with outright murderers. 
Among those listed to have shed the “croco-
dile tears” are a former Chief of General 
Staff (Vice President in the military era) 
Commodore Ebitu Ukiwe, retd; ex-Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Odein Ajumogobia; 
Admiral Ndubuisi Kanu, retd; founding 
Chairman of Nigeria Economic Summit 
Group, Prof Anya Anya; former President 
of Nigerian Bar Association,NBA, Chief 
Olisa Agbakoba; Chief Alex Oti; Prof Pat 
Utomi, and Ms Onyeka Onwenu.
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F
or the attention of 
Mr. Speaker, Rt. Hon. 
Y a k u b u  D o g a r a ; 
your submission that 

the National Assembly is the 
most maligned arm of gov-
ernment, was objectively 
right. Your submission is 
simply an inference drawn 
from Shakespeare’s Henry 
IV. Part II, 1597, which stat-
ed: “And in the visitation 
of the winds; who take the 
ruffian billows by the top; 
Curling their monstrous 
heads and hanging them 
with deafening clamour in 
the slippery clouds; that, 
with the hurly, death itself 
awakes? Canst thou, O par-
tial sleep, give thy repose to 
the wet sea-boy in an hour 
so rude, and in the calmest 
and stillest night; with all 
appliances and means to 
boot, deny it to a king? Then 
happy low, lie down! Uneasy 
lies the head that wears a 
crown.

Never forget the Bibli-
cal injunction according to 
Saint James, Chapter One 
verse Two which says: Con-
sider it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of many kinds,” as 

well as Saint Mathew, chap-
ter Five verse Twelve which 
says: “Rejoice and celebrate, 
because great is your re-
ward in heaven; for in the 
same way they persecuted 
the prophets before you.” 
You ought to count it all joy, 
especially when persecuted 
for bearing the burden of 
over 180 million Nigerians 
especially larger number 
of citizens who never have 
the feel of city lifestyle, 
never ride on tarred roads, 
never been to the tertiary 
institutions, never trav-
elled out of the villages but 
subjected to pay taxes and 
levies that the few of us 
benefit from. Further to the 
above admonition was the 
charge that stated in First 
Peter, Chapter Four verse 
Fifteen. Looking at the spate 
of decadence of our society, 
which I summarily describe 
as “the more you look, the 
less you see,” no one who 
has occupies public and po-
litical office, should blame 
Nigerians for demanding 
for a better lease of life and 
improved infrastructure, 56 
years after independence. I 
totally agree with you, that 

we need to hold the Execu-
tive arm of government ac-
countable but this has been 
done with the instrumen-
tality of the Constitutional 
powers conferred on the 
Legislature through elec-
tion, where every Nigerian 
surrendered their mandates 
to the Legislature. You have 
the power of oversight but 
why undermining it? In the 
course of practicing devel-
opmental and responsible 
journalism, I  b e c ome s o 
pissed off by the non-chal-
lant attitude of our leaders 
to the plight of Nigerians 
who are less  priv ilege d 
and on whose behalf the 
political office holders get 
the ticket to fame. But the 
level of deprivation and 
underdevelopment of our 
communities and villages 
are of no concern to them af-
ter being sworn into office is 
of no concern. Mr. Speaker, 
the pent-up anger in you 
prompted your clarion call 
for the abolition of joint 
State and Local Government 
account from the ‘Pharaohic 
nature’ of State Governors 
who constitute themselves 
to semi-gods, who pressur-

ize members of the State 
House of Assemblies to re-
je ct financial autonomy 
proposed by the National 
Assembly. You alluded to 
the fact that, the State Gov-
ernors have turned Local 
Government’s allocation to 
‘slush funds’. No doubt such 
statement was borne out of 
deep concern for account-
ability, good governance 
and transparency. You did 
not stop at that, you called 
it “evil”. You never spared 
them for institutionaliz-
ing ‘caretaker committees’ 
manning the affairs of local 
government councils, which 
you described as an “aber-
ration and illegality.” For all 
these, you did well.

So for anyone to blame 
you for such expression, 
will amount to great dis-
service to over 180 million 
Nigerians! These and many 
reasons make it imperative 
for the Legislative arm of 
government to rise up to the 
occasion and ensure that 
the ‘militarian’ approach 
of the Executive is put to 
check, going forward.

I also wish to salute the 
courage of the House on 

the prop os e d investiga-
tions into the activities of 
federally owned finance 
development institutions;  
incessant intimidation and 
arrest of innocent citizens 
by officers of Nigerian Po-
lice Command in Bauchi 
State; all cases of property 
and arrest of persons for 
reas ons outside general 
duties of the State Security 
Services, among others. As 
laudable as these initiatives 
are, national interest should 
be uppermost. To this end, I 
wish to state categorically 
that there is so much expec-
tation from the Legislators, 
for which you have no op-
tion to stand out and rise up 
to the occasion.

For Reps, doggedness is watchword

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

The walkout by senators 
of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) over the defec-

tion of one of its members, Yele 
Omogunwa, was uncalled for.

Those who are familiar with 
the game of football will attest to 
the fact that when a player is not 
in the First Eleven, bench or Team 
‘B’ of a club, his request to transfer 
to a rival team should not elicit 
outcry from players and fans. Put 
succinctly, it ought to be good rid-
dance to bad rubbish. 

This is the lot Omogunwa, the 
senator representing Ondo South 
Senatorial District in the National 
Assembly, who cross-carpeted 
from the opposition Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) to the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC).

On June 5 2016, I wrote a story 
on BDSUNDAY titled: “51% of sena-
tors are benchwarmers”, wherein I 
listed the names of lawmakers yet 
to sponsor any bill or move a motion 
in the hallowed chamber between 
June 2015 when the 8th Senate was 
inaugurated to June 2016. 

The story indicated that 53 
senators spent a year in the legisla-
tive body without sponsoring any 

bill or motion of their own.
Lo and behold, the Irele-born 

politician from Ondo State is 
among the benchwarmers. Fast 
forward to December 2016, Omo-
gunwa is yet to sponsor any bill, 
motion or make contributions 
during debates on general prin-
ciples of bills.

In fact, the only time he has 
risen to speak on the floor of the 
Senate was when Senate Presi-
dent, Bukola Saraki, called on him 
to second a motion that the Votes 
and Proceedings be approved. 
Since then, he has been feeding 
fat on taxpayers’ money, collect-
ing jumbo pay and warming the 
bench in the chamber. One needs 
not study rocket science to know 
that the senator lacks quality rep-
resentation.

In what could be an indication 
that his presence is not felt at the 
level of the PDP Senate Caucus, I 
overheard a PDP senator asking 
his colleague at a press conference 
by the Senate Minority Leader, 
Godswill Akpabio on the matter, 
saying: “Who is this Omogunwa 
sef? I don’t really know him”.

The case is not different at the 
committee level. As a member of 
the Committees on Niger Delta, 
Ethics, Privileges and Public Pe-
titions, Police Affairs, Tertiary 
Institutions and TETFUND, Agri-
culture and Rural Development, 
the lawmaker applies the ‘siddon 
look’ approach during committee 
sittings.

During ministerial screening 
last year, he was lampooned by 
his constituents on Facebook for 

lack of quality representation; to 
which he responded that as a first 
time senator, he was yet to curry 
the favour of Saraki. This, he said, 
explained why he is not recog-
nised whenever he raised up his 
hand to contribute to debates. This 
begs for the question: has Saraki 
also stopped him from sponsoring 
bills or motions?

Rather than become an avenue 
for intellectual discourse, sadly the 
hallowed chamber has become a 
sleeping ground for some senators. 
But for the fact that legislators are 
elected by their constituents, one 
would have suggested that the Sen-
ate leadership borrow a leaf from 
the Yobe State governor, Ibrahim 
Gaidam, who directed a sleeping 
commissioner at the presentation 
of the 2017 budget to the State 
House of Assembly to go home for 
more sleep.

The report has it that the gover-
nor had barely commenced reading 
the budget speech when the cabinet 
member started snoring.

A visibly angry Gaidam warned 
that any public officer henceforth 
caught sleeping stood sacked.

And like the dictum goes: ‘There 
are no permanent friends or en-
emies in politics but permanent 
interests’. Just when many political 
commentators thought the walk 
out by opposition senators marked 
the end of the honeymoon between 
them and the ruling APC, both sides 
renewed their camaraderie after a 
one-hour meeting last week.

The meeting, which took place 
at Room 301 of the Senate New 
Building, saw Senate President 

Bukola Saraki and the Senators 
straightening what they called the 
‘crooked legs’ of their relationship.

In July, the Senate President 
and Senators of the PDP struck an 
accord on a cordial relationship 
with the opposition party. But 
Saraki’s handling of the defection 
of Omogunwa had threatened the 
peace deal.

However at a meeting on Thurs-
day morning between the PDP 
Caucus in the Senate and Saraki, 
the Senate President and the PDP 
lawmakers ended their differences. 
It was gathered that lawmakers 
from the main opposition party 
tabled a number of issues which 
they explained angered them and 
forced their walkout at Wednes-
day’s sitting.

Sources at the meeting told 
BDSUNDAY that the PDP Sena-
tors told Saraki that he could have 
handled the issue of defection 
differently in view of Section 68(1)
(g) of the Constitution. It was also 
gathered that the PDP lawmakers 
reminded Saraki that it was not 
compulsory he read the letter from 
the senator since it was clear that 
the PDP was not divided in line with 
the constitutional provision.

According to a source at the 
meeting, the senators also reminded 
the Senate President that he once 
wrote a letter of defection during 
the Seventh Senate but which was 
not read by the then Senate Presi-
dent David Mark whose action only 
protected him (Saraki) and others 
involved from losing their seats in 
line with the constitution.

From the look of things, this 

week is going to be a beehive of 
legislative activities. On Monday, 
the Committee on Banking, Insur-
ance and other Financial Institu-
tions will hold a public hearing on 
the National Development Bank of 
Nigeria. The upper chamber is ex-
pected to approve the 2017 to 2019 
Medium Term Expenditure Frame-
work (MTEF) and Fiscal Strategy 
Paper (FSP), even as President Mu-
hammadu Buhari will submit the 
2017 budget this week, barring any 
unforeseen circumstances. Also, the 
much-anticipated public hearing on 
the Petroleum Industry Governance 
Bill holds from December 7 to 9. In 
the same token, the ad-hoc Com-
mittee on mounting Humanitar-
ian Crisis in the North East holds a 
public hearing from December 6 to 
8, likewise other public hearings by 
the Committees on Works; Tertiary 
Institutions and TETFUND; Health 
as well as a Medical Law Summit, 
scheduled for Friday.

So far, the Red Chamber has 
submitted nine bills to the President 
for assent. They include: Treaty 
to Establish African Economic 
Community relating to the Pan-
African Parliament (Amendment) 
Bill, University of Abuja (Amend-
ment) Bill, Environmental Health 
Officers (Amendment) Bill, National 
Judicial Institute (Amendment) Bill, 
Endangered Species (Amendment) 
Bill, Quantity Surveyors (Amend-
ment) Bill, Small and Medium Scale 
Industries Development Agency 
(Amendment) Bill, Utility Charges 
Commission (Amendment) Bill, 
Chartered Institute of Stock Bro-
kers (Amendment) Bill.

Omogunwa’s defection: Of what benefit?



S
ince the train of 
this column took 
off on August 14, 
we’ve travelled 
at an amazing 
speed, making 

random stops at critical 
terminals, and we’ve nev-
er failed to present a pan-
oramic view of what we’ve 
seen along the way.

We took off with “A sea-
son of demystifications”, 
where we looked at some 
previously highly-revered, 
mythical, larger-than-life 
figures who have com-
pletely unravelled in the 
present political dispensa-
tion. We concluded that 
many so-called heroes, as 
we have seen in the last 
one and a half years, are 
not deities after all but 
mere mortals who some-
times became heroes via 
unmerited media hype 
and propaganda.

From there we made a 
stop at the worship houses 
where the “offering boxes 
no longer fill up”, a symp-

Hindsight is a virtue
tom of wider economic 
challenges affecting the 
larger Nigeria. For if Nige-
rians, known for their gen-
erosity towards religious 
causes as evidenced in 
their prompt payment of 
tithes and offerings, begin 
to hold back from giving, it 
can only mean one thing 
– something greater than 
the mole has entered the 
molehill.

S ub s e qu e n t l y,  w e 
called out Nigerian politi-
cians who have over the 
decades continued to pay 
lip service to ‘One Nigeria’ 
but are at the same time 
stoking the fire of disunity 
through their utterances 
and actions. Just like the 
country, which they treat 
as a mere geographical 
expression, they treat ‘One 
Nigeria’ equally as a mere 
verbal expression.

In “And we sink deep-
er down the cesspool”, 
we expressed concern at 
the abuse of social media 
by Nigerians, the young 
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and old alike, especially 
through the posting of 
gory pictures and videos, 
like those of bleeding ac-
cident victims or corpses 
lying in state, images that 
either dehumanise us or 
offend our sensibilities.

Against the backdrop 
of growing mal-gover-
nance in the country, we 
recalled an article from 
the archives that stressed 
the urgent need for phi-
losopher-kings in a land 
in dire need of leapfrog-
ging in all aspects of its 
national life. Leaders, to 
be truly worth the names, 
must of necessity be avid 
readers, and writers too, 
we argued. Indeed, there 
is something about books 
that every serious leader 
or aspiring leader must 
take seriously.

For the next two edi-
tions, we stopped at the 
threshold of government 
people, first, to remind 
them that Nigerians are 
not fools, and second, 

to try to take an excur-
sion into their minds to 
understand how they 
think. As I write, it still 
beats my imagination 
how certain decisions 
that I consider outright 
stupid can come out of 
the government house, 
whether at the local, state 
or federal level. In the 
case of Aso Rock Villa, I’m 
even beginning to think 
that our brother Reuben 
Abati may be right after 
all about witches and wiz-
ards in the nation’s seat of 
power.

On October 2, in com-
memoration of Nigeria’s 
56th independence anni-
versary, we took a trip into 
ancient Greece to unearth 
Sisyphus, a mythical fig-
ure who was condemned 
to an eternal punishment 
of rolling up a particular 
boulder up a steep hill 
only to watch the boulder 
roll back down. In our 
view, our dear country 
clearly shares the curse 
of Sisyphus. We continue 
to search for who will 
answer the riddle of these 
vile enchanters.

We have looked at 
some of Africa’s most 
educated heads of state 
who, incidentally, ac-
quired most of their de-
grees overseas but whose 
‘big’ education may not 
have translated into good 
governance and national 
development and who 
have, unfortunately, been 
unable to institute the 

same standard of educa-
tion they got abroad in 
their home countries. We 
have looked at the profli-
gacy that still goes on in 
government circles in Ni-
geria despite promises of 
change, a killing economic 
recession and a suffering 
citizenry. We have also 
looked at the crisis rocking 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC), though 
party bigwigs continue to 
play the ostrich, and how 
Timi Frank, its deputy 
publicity secretary, may 
well represent a voice of 
caution. Now the party 
has side-stepped Frank 
to appoint a substantive 
publicity secretary and 
the young man is kicking, 
not without justification.

In the week of the US 
election, we juxtaposed 
the two key contenders 
for the coveted Office of 
the President of the Unit-
ed States, Hillary Clinton 
and Donald Trump. Our 
contention was that in 
spite of a groundswell of 
opposition to Trump’s 
candidacy, the controver-
sial figure who has been 
called an unrepentant 
racist, a misogynist and 
all sorts continued to wax 
stronger. The election has 
come and gone and you 
already know the rest of 
the story.

Subsequently, against 
the backdrop of contin-
ued massive support for 
Clinton even in defeat, we 
published “The Clintons 

F
or Nigerians, espe-
cially the low in-
come earners who 
had given up hope 

of accessing mortgages at 
low interest rate to buy 
or build their homes, the 
launching of the Nige-
rian Mortgage Refinance 
Company (NMRC) in Jan-
uary 2014 by the Federal 
Government came as a 
new dawn and  a reawak-
ening.

To give impetus to 
this, the company which 
came on a high moral 
ground with the buy-
in of the private sector 
operators, international 
finance institutions and 
the sovereign guaran-
tee by the federal gov-
ernment, raised hope 
and expectations of a 
turnaround for both the 
housing sector and the 
mortgage system in the 
country.

Only six month-peri-
od was given for the full 
benefits of the company 
to start manifesting and 
impacting on the housing 
sector, the economy and, 
by extension, citizens’ 
lives.

The general feeling 
was that a new dawn 
had come for the mort-
gage and housing mar-

ondary mortgage com-
pany and, the way it is 
planned, it  ought to re-
finance mortgages that 
originated by primary 
mortgage lenders includ-
ing Primary Mortgage 
Banks (PMBs) and com-
mercial banks that are 
into mortgage business. 
The company is also 
planned in such a way 
that, for any institution 
to be able to refinance, it 
must have shares in the 
company.

Though some mort-
gage institutions includ-
ing Imperial Mortgage 
Bank, Trustbond Mort-
gage Bank, Homebase 
Mortgage Bank,  Sun 
Trust Mortgage Bank 
have so far been refi-
nanced by the company, 
the impact of the refi-
nancing is yet to be seen 
or felt by those who truly 
need mortgage.

ket in Nigeria, more so 
with the assurance by 
Ngozi Okonjo Iweala, 
then coordinating minis-
ter for the economy and 
minister of finance, who 
said at the launch of the 
company that “NMRC is 
expected to pull down 
lending rates for housing 
from the current spread 
of 20 to 23 percent to 
the low double digits or 
at least to a high single 
digit”.

 “This company is be-
ing set up to help lower 
the funding cost of mort-
gages and promote the 
affordability and avail-
ability of good housing 
to working Nigerians 
by providing mortgage 
lending banks increased 
access to liquidity and 
longer term funds in the 
market”, Okonjo Iweala 
assured further.

NMRC which took-off 
with N6 billion capital 
was to be floating bonds 
in the capital market to 
raise additional finance 
for its operations later 
that year and, as the fi-
nance minister put it, 
$250 million out of the 
$300 million soft Inter-
national Development 
Association (IDA) loan 
approved by the World 

Bank for the company 
would be disbursed to it 
by installments as tier 2 
capital.

She added that $25 
million would be used 
for the establishment of 
a mortgage guarantee 
facility for lower income 
b orrowers while the 
remaining $25 million 
would be used to support 
the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) 
to enable it to strengthen 
its programme on mass 
housing and also to pass 
on some of it to microfi-
nance institutions to also 
enable them to on-lend 
to low income people to 
enable them to carry out 
renovation work on their 
homes.

Apart from ‘crashing’ 
interest rate on mortgage 
loans, NMRC was also 
expected to deliver about 
750,000 homes annu-
ally, create an enabling 
environment for primary 
mortgage banks and oth-
er financial institutions 
to offer 15 to 20-year 
mortgages at affordable 
rates to Nigerians.

To further deepen Ni-
gerians’ dreams, then 
President Goodluck Jon-
athan, in his keynote 
address at the launch, 

listed four key enabling 
steps necessary for the 
company including the 
implementation of a com-
puterised land registra-
tion system that would 
make it easier for citizens 
to receive certified titles, 
ownership and occupan-
cy, verify certificates and 
transfer mortgages.

The second step, ac-
cording to the then presi-
dent, was the reduction 
of land registration costs 
for users to as low as 3 
percent while the state 
governors should con-
sider delegating Gover-
nor’s Consent to speed up 
land registration process-
es just as he said there 
should be streamlining 
of foreclosure processes 
in case of default.

Finance experts and 
mortgage operators were 
not left out in this opti-
mism and Femi Johnson, 
the president of the Mort-
gage Banking Associa-
tion of Nigeria, and the 
CEO, Homebase Mort-
gage Bank, confirmed in 
Lagos that refinancing of 
mortgages which would 
bring about low interest 
rate would start sooner 
than could be imagined.

It is just a few weeks 
away from the third an-

niversary of the mort-
gage refinance company, 
but all low income Nige-
rians have to show for 
this period is nostalgia 
and a dashed dream. It is 
yet to be disclosed how 
many Nigerians have 
accessed mortgage loan 
at even 12 percent rate 
since NMRC came to be.

It is also yet to be 
seen how many houses 
that have been built or 
bought as a result of the 
operations of NMRC. 
What those who care to 
listen or must listen have 
heard is a frantic effort 
by the company’s chief 
executive, Charles Inyan-
gete, to explain what the 
company has achieved 
which largely exist as pa-
per work with instances 
couched in flowery eco-
nomic theories/jargon.

As a theoretical con-
cept, NMRC is a sec-

and the White House” 
where, through the eyes of 
Gary Aldrich, a former FBI 
agent who worked in the 
Bill Clinton White House, 
we saw that Hillary is not 
really the saint that public 
opinion paints her to be.

The week that ended 
November 19 was Chinua 
Achebe’s birthday, and so, 
in post-humous reverence 
to that undisputed father 
of African literature, we 
recalled “The Achebe phe-
nomenon”, a tribute earlier 
published on the day of 
his burial in 2013. Achebe 
continues to live eternally, 
even though he has de-
parted this physical plane.

And last week, we 
beamed our searchlight 
on Owerri, the capital of 
Imo State, where Rochas 
Okorocha, the state gover-
nor, has brought upheaval 
in the name of develop-
ment. Our verdict was that 
for Imo to be better, the 
citizens must be at alert 
and ensure that no politi-
cian of Okorocha’s ilk gets 
access to Douglas House 
in 2019.

So far so good, you 
may say. But we are not 
beating our chest because 
it is not yet uhuru. For me 
personally, the journey 
has merely begun. And 
as the saying goes, until 
we arrive at our destina-
tion, we must continue 
to forge on. Panorama 
will soar higher in the 
days ahead. Fasten your 
seatbelt.

NMRC:  Nostalgia or dashed dream? Talking Mortgage
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S
outh African President Jacob 
Zuma is a controversial 
figure. In the past few days, 
the maverick politician 
has been facing lots of 

opposition from the home front. 
He has severally faced calls for 
resignation after it was found out that 
he has misused 246m rand (£13.73m) 
of taxpayers on the upgrade of 
security in his country home. The 
total spending amounted to eight 
times the estimated present-day 
value of securing the home of Nelson 
Mandela, South Africa’s first black 
president.

The discovery is an injurious 
blow to President Zuma, whose 
presidency has been characterized 
by copious scandals. While his 
village lacks access to electricity 
or potable water, Zuma’s country 
h o m e  p ro j e c t  d e m o n s t r a t e s 
audacious implausible affluence. 
He was equally accused of uncanny 
arrogance of power and gross 
insensitivity as his neighbours were 
ordered to move home without 
proper authorization, thereby 
costing government millions in 
public fund. Zuma was also indicted 
of conflict of interest by engaging his 
private architect who earned a mind 

Jacob Zuma, African leaders 
and the ‘curse’ of power
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boggling 16.5m rand (£922,796) from 
the project.

Zuma, a past Robben Island 
convict and a polygamous Zulu 
conservative, is no alien to scandal. 
He was exonerated of rape and merely 
became president after more than 700 
corruption, fraud, money-laundering 
and racketeering charges against him 
were dropped on technical ground 
shortly before his election in 2009. 
Zulu also has the image of a randy 
man. Aside, the many wives he had 
married since assuming office, he 
also had a child with the daughter of 
a close friend.

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e 
government’s own investigation 
cleared Zuma of wrongdoing, on 
the basis that the improvements in 
Zulu’s homestead were necessary for 
security reasons. It, however, remains 
to be seen how ‘improvements’ 
which included  construction of  a 
visitors’ centre, amphitheatre, cattle 
enclosure, marquee area, extensive 
paving, new houses for relocated 
relatives and a swimming pool are 
required to improve security.

Since the post colonial era, 
impunity and astonishing acts of 
recklessness have, no doubt, become 
the hallmarks of many African leaders. 
Though most African nations now 
operate democracy, but in sharp 
contrast to democratic principles, 
most African leaders act in defiant of 
democratic engagements. In Gambia, 
the current president has been in 

power for over 25 years and according 
to report, he plans run again. Same 
goes for Congo democratic Republic.

In Zimbabwe, President Robert 
Mugabe, 93, remains the country’s ruler 
since 1980. Various opposition groups, 
opposed to his prolonged stronghold 
on power in the country, have had to 
contend with serious realties of his iron 
hold on power. Sadly, a large chunk 
of Zimbabweans  have continued to 
live in abject poverty as all economic 
indicators keep pointing to a nation on 
the brink of socio-economic collapse. 
The assumption that no one else but 
him could steer the ship of the country, 
at 89 and after 36 years in the saddle, 
is nothing but a charade as he is no 
super human.

The tragedy of the African continent 
is that most of its leaders, especially 
those who have little or nothing to offer 
the people, have continued to tow the 
ignoble path. Is it not funny that most 
of the leaders’ whose stay in power 
have pauperized their people would 
rather prefer to die in power rather 
than giving opportunities to others 
with fresh ideas to rule? For those who 
argue that Mugabe’s prolonged hold 
on power is as a result of the love and 
affection his people have for him, they 
need to be reminded that Mandela 
was equally held in high esteem by 
South Africans and he still voluntarily 
relinquished power after just one term 
in office.    

Despite its leaders’ penchant for 
power, in Africa, the practicality of 
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poverty is quite frightening as most 
Africans live on less than a dollar 
income per day. Perhaps more niggling 
is that, with 34 out of a total of 49, 
African countries account for a greater 
proportion of the Least Developed 
Countries, LDCs, in the world. This, 
perhaps, explains why poverty 
indicators such as extreme hunger, 
malnourishment, homelessness, 
diseases, high crime rate, slums, lack 
of opportunities, low productivity and 
illiteracy abound in larger quantity 
in the continent. The African poverty 
situation is further compounded by 
the failure of governments across the 
continent to properly harness human, 
natural and material resources for the 
common good of all. This is partly why 
Nigeria, a famous world oil exporter, 
is ranked among the poorest nations 
of the world.  

African leaders need to wake up 
to the frightening poverty situation 
in the continent. They need to shift 
focus on the education structure in 
order to fashion a new order that could 
facilitate wealth creation. The present 
education arrangement, in most 
African countries, would only help in 
further entrenching poverty since its 
emphasis is more on education of the 
‘head’. Though this in itself is good, but 
there is need to further emphasise on 
technical education with the central 
aim of providing head, heart, mind and 
hand education. It is only this kind of 
education that could take Africa out of 
the doldrums of poverty.
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T
his week, we celebrate 
the tremendous progress 
that has been made in the 
struggle against HIV and 
AIDS. In many countries 

with strong health systems, HIV is 
no longer a death sentence, but a 
chronic condition. And Africa has 
reached a critical milestone: each 
year, there are now more Africans 
starting HIV treatment than being 
infected.

Still, even as we celebrate, we 
must also mourn the 1.1 million 
people who lost their lives to the 
disease this year. HIV still infects 
6,000 people every day, and AIDS 
remains a leading cause of death 
among children, adolescents, and 
women in Africa.

The movement against AIDS has 
inspired all of us to help the people 
who continue to be left behind, and 
to commit to ending AIDS once 
and for all. Fortunately, we already 
have the know-how, resources, and, 

A better global framework to end AIDS
Visionary voices
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crucially, the political momentum 
to do this; and at the High-Level 
Meeting on Ending AIDS this year, 
United Nations member states 
made ambitious commitments that 
will put us on the fast track toward 
our goal.

What’s more, in September, 
Canada hosted a  successful 
financing conference for the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, 
and Malaria, which brought in 
almost $13 billion, replenishing 
the Global Fund for 2017-2019. 
Meanwhile, individual countries 
have increased their domestic 
investments, and international 
partners – big and small – have 
maintained their support, which 
is how we will reach the $26 billion 
needed for the global AIDS response 
in 2020.

But funding parts of the global 
health system is not enough. The 
international community must take 
a more holistic view and reinforce 
a global-response architecture that 
features a clear division of labor 
and seamless cooperation among 
various stakeholders. Ultimately, 
the goal of such a framework must 
be to support countries’ own health 
systems, by marshaling public and 
private actors at all levels in a given 
country, so that every facility – from 
the public hospital in the capital 
to the village clinic – is properly 
provisioned.

Sweden is proud to continue 

mobilizes various government 
stakeholders. Partners include 
business, community, and faith 
leaders, as well as teachers, judges, 
members of law enforcement, 
parliamentarians, and many others 
outside the health sector whose 
actions nonetheless affect health 
outcomes.

One of UNAIDS’ tasks is to 
encourage national governments 
to keep AIDS high on their public-
health agendas, and to invest in 
joint efforts to end the disease. 
It is also the only organization 
with a mandate to set norms and 
standards for the global response 
to AIDS, which means that it plays a 
key role in the current international 
framework.

UNAIDS maintains a close 
partnership with the Global Fund. 
It has a presence in more than 80 
countries, and its regional teams 
provide technical support and 
strategic information, which helps 
the Global Fund direct its grants 
to the right programs, locations, 
and populations at sufficient scale. 
Moreover, it helps to create the 
social, legal, and political conditions 
for people to use health services, not 
least by promoting gender equality 
and ensuring that populations at 
higher risk of contracting HIV do 
not face adverse discrimination.

UNAIDS engages with civil 
society at all levels, by leveraging 
the international AIDS response 

to promote equality, dignity, and 
human rights around the world. As 
such, UNAIDS works to expand the 
political space for – and investment 
in – civil society.

Yet, despite its broad mandate 
and many functions, UNAIDS 
lacks adequate resources, which 
threatens past achievements and 
future programs alike, and poses a 
danger to people and communities 
that depend on the lifesaving 
support the organization helps 
facilitate.

Sweden and UNAIDS wil l 
work together to ensure that the 
international  AIDS response 
continues to transform – and 
save – lives. We will safeguard 
and empower women and girls, 
and make sure that vulnerable 
populations’ voices are heard. But, 
at the same time, the international 
community must strengthen the 
existing framework for managing 
global-health issues.

As Swedish Prime Minister 
Stefan Löfven said in Montreal 
in September : “Today we are 
focusing on the Global Fund, 
but tomorrow let’s not forget to 
provide sufficient funding for the 
entire global health architecture.” 
It is time for the international 
community to meet that challenge, 
by pledging to support our global 
health infrastructure, so that no 
agency – and no country or person 
– is left out.
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its support for the Global Fund; 
at the replenishment conference 
in September, it  pledged 2.5 
billion krona ($271 million). The 
Global Fund is by far the largest 
multilateral source of financing for 
efforts to fight AIDS, tuberculosis, 
and malaria ; but just like the 
Global Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunization (now known as Gavi, 
the Vaccine Alliance), it is part of 
a global architecture, and relies 
on a range of partners to deliver 
aid effectively. So, if country-level 
support for other global-health 
organizations – such as UNAIDS, 
the World Health Organization, and 
the UN Development Programme 
– dries up, continued progress in 
the fight against HIV and AIDS will 
be at risk.

Providing the necessary support 
will require donors to coordinate 
with one another, so that all parts 
of the existing architecture for 
managing global health issues are 
adequately funded. This will then 
ensure that all countries – and, more 
importantly, all people – receive the 
support they need.

UNAIDS is setting a powerful 
e x a m p l e  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
collaboration,  by organizing 
partners around a common 2016-
2021 Strategy to end AIDS. This 
unique and innovative partnership 
brings together 11 co-sponsoring 
UN agencies, each with diverse 
sector-specific expertise, and 

Ajanaku koja mo ri nkan firi; ti a 
ba ri eerin, ki a’gba wipe a ri eerin - 
Yoruba proverb

Trust the Africans.  Their 
wealth of rich philosophical 
proverbs should easily pass 

for the eighth wonder of the world. 
And in that category, the Yorubas 
are simply exceptional. For indeed, 
the Yoruba believes that there are 
moments when words are lost; and 
at such moments, proverbs are the 
pathfinders for the missing words.

 The former vice president of 
Nigeria and the Turakin Adamawa, 
Atiku Abubakar is 70 years old. 
And like the proverbial elephant 
which has no hiding place in the 
vast African savannah, Atiku has 
lived the past seven decades of 
his lifetime to become a giant in 
politics, education, business and 
philanthropy.

 His traditional title of Turakin 
Adamawa simply translates as the 
custodian of the tradition of the 
land of Adamawa, and to realize 
that Atiku bagged this title at the 
young age of 36 clearly tells a story 
of character that had been formed 
for big responsibilities.

Atiku: The twinkle star in the sky
 I was a visitor to the North-East 

on a book project sometimes in 
the middle of 2015 and that was 
the time that the humanitarian 
crisis resulting from the Boko 
Haram terror was at its crescendo. 
I was stunned to hear about the 
several interventions made by 
Atiku to ensure that the people of 
Adamawa don’t feel the brunt of 
the humanitarian crisis. I was even 
told that he personally employed 
the services of local vigilantes to 
ensure that Boko Haram’s territorial 
expansion agenda doesn’t spill into 
the city of Yola.

No doubt,  the name Atiku 
means different things to different 
classes of people. For the hundreds 
of indigent students who receive 
s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  h av e  w o r l d -
class education at his private 
educational institutions, to the 
thousands of people he provides 
employments for in his businesses 
spread all over the country, Atiku is 
a mercy from God.

In Adamawa State where he 
hails, Atiku has proven to the 
world that charity indeed must 
begin at home. Against the lures of 
Lagos, Kano or Onitsha, Atiku has 
a bold signature on the business 
landscape of Yola, the capital of 

he, in no mean measure is also a 
colossal figure in the politics and 
political development of Nigeria.

In playing his politics, Atiku 
o f te n  g e t s  c r i t i c i ze d  f o r  h i s 
swinging allegiance to political 
parties, and it is without any 
fear of contradiction that I dare 
say such criticism don’t take full 
appreciation of the nature of 
politics in a third world country 
like ours.

 It is more politically convenient 
to  remain in  one par ty  in  a 
politically developed country than 
it is in a third world country.

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  a n t i -
democratic Third Term agenda for 
President Olusegun Obasanjo is a 
peculiarity to Third World politics.

 And even beyond that, Atiku’s 
credential is second to none in 
recent history as a class act in 
Nigeria’s social engineering.

Right from day one of his foray 
into politics, Atiku didn’t confuse 
anyone about his stance as a pro-
democracy advocate. Unlike many 
of his traducers who are later day 
democrats, Atiku didn’t wine and 
dine with any military dictatorship 
through the period that military rule 
lasted in the country - a stance he 
shares with the late former governor 

of old Oyo State, Chief Bola Ige.
 His advocacy for two party 

system is age-long and ditto for his 
advocacy for restructuring.

 Today, our democracy is firmly 
rooted on judicial interpretations 
because Atiku chose the option of 
the judiciary when anti-democratic 
forces plotted to illegally remove 
him from office as a sitting vice 
president ; and at another time 
plotted to disenfranchise him on 
account of phantom corruption 
allegations.

The forth and back between 
Atiku and the forces against him 
during the Obasanjo presidency 
laid the foundation for the strength 
our democracy has today; and if that 
dispensation was to be likened to a 
football match, Atiku will evidently 
emerge the star player of the match.

Atiku might have changed 
membership of political parties 
at some points, but nobody can 
accuse him of being irresolute to 
the principle of politics that he 
believes in.

As this shining star from the 
savannah enters the septuagenarian 
age, the story of his life refreshes the 
hope that with hard work and a good 
heart, it is possible to overcome 
every obstacle.

Adamawa State and his tentacles 
spread across all the states in the 
North-East.

For him, the simple explanation 
to that is that if the people of the 
North-East are the most backward 
i n  t e r m s  o f  h u m a n  c a p i t a l 
development indices, then it is 
trite logic that business investment 
in the region is also an investment 
in the minds and manpower 
development of the people of the 
North-East.

T h e  n o t a b l e  A m e r i c a n 
University of  Nigeria (AUN), 
Adamawa Beverage Limited, and 
Rico Gado Animal Nutrition are all 
blue chip business ventures sited in 
Yola, providing direct and indirect 
employments for  the people 
and also adding a major boost 
to the revenue of the Adamawa 
State government. The AUN, for 
example according to research 
adds $100million to the GDP of 
Adamawa State! It will therefore 
not be an exaggerated argument to 
say that Atiku Abubakar is a classic 
model of how development can be 
home grown.

W h i l e  At i ku  ha s  e m e rg e d 
from grass to grace to become a 
towering influencer in Nigeria, nay 
West Africa’s business landscape, 
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‘Aba can be the origin of high quality products’

M
ade-in-Aba has 
been around for 
long; why is it 
suddenly gaining 
traction now?

It is a coordinated media brand-
ing approach in the sense that 
made-in-Aba has always been 
there, but at some point the ac-
ceptability of Aba-made items 
nose-dived because there wasn’t 
much quality control and Aba was 
synonymous with non-original 
stuff. We are bridging that gap, we 
want to change that narrative, we 
want to reassure people that Aba 
can actually be the origin of high 
quality products which are dura-
ble and can be used for a very long 
time and which meets the highest 
standard of quality. The project 
was conceptualised to change 
the narrative of the products that 
emanate from Aba and then shine 
the spotlight on the individuals 
that are creating different things; 
create new markets for them and 
new opportunities for them to be 
able to expand their operation and 
give them a better lease of life in 
what they are doing.

What are the major challenges 
being faced by the artisans that 
need to be urgently addressed?

The major challenge is: number 
one is breaking that perception 
barrier of Aba products being in-
ferior. Number two is infrastruc-
ture in terms of the network of 
roads in Aba being a challenge for 
people to come in and do business 
in Aba. The current government 
is doing a lot to change that narra-
tive; he has built 30 roads thus far 
and counting. The only problem is 
that if there are 500 roads in Aba, 
450 are bad; and so even if he does 
100 roads, you still may not feel 
the immediate impact because 
several roads remain bad and 
people will always clamour for 
you to fix their own roads. Then 
there is electric power; most of the 
industries and producers in Aba 
generate their own power which 
is a problem because the money 
that should be ploughed back into 
their business is expended in gen-
erating alternative power. But we 
are glad that Geometrics power 
has resolved their issues with 
Enugu Distribution Company 
in a truce midwived by the Vice 
Presidents’ office and Minister 
of Power, Mr. Babatunde Fashola 
(SAN). We do believe that in the 
non-distant future the Geometrics 
power plant will pick up, when 
they do, it will greatly help the 
Aba power setup, so that at least 
constant supply of electricity can 
be guaranteed. Another challenge 
is scaling the operation of the Aba 
guys; because of the work the 
made-in-Aba has been doing, a 

that we do not want government 
investing in this thing because 
government has proven over time 
to be quite terrible at running 
businesses so we want to create 
the enabling environment and 
then allow large corporations to 
come in and invest and open these 
factories. Private businessmen 
actually should come in; bring in 
their funds, set up some of these 
mechanised operations that en-
able them to bring in their equip-
ment and machineries to make 
things faster, smoother, neater and 
the finishing is perfect. We are 
getting there. The Aba man, again 
because of the innate protection-
ist tendency finds it difficult to 
partner with his brother or 10, 
15 other people for them to come 
together and buy one machine; 
one person obviously cannot buy 
the required machine because it 
is too expensive. Now 10 of you 
come together and buy it, they are 
afraid of the other person seeing 
what they are doing like in an 
exam class, everybody is covering 
their answer sheet so the next 
person doesn’t see it but we are 
breaking that down and we are 
getting there.

There are major Igbo business-
men like Innoson motors, Erisco 
with businesses in Lagos and 
abroad, why can’t they invest 
more in the East?

It goes beyond passion; you 

Sam Hart
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lot of new orders have come in. 
I’m sure you heard of the military 
order, we’ve also had several or-
ders. Factories in Lagos are asking 
Aba to produce their safety boots; 
schools are asking Aba to make 
their shoes, same with clothing 
line owners and several other 
opportunities have opened up for 
them. But the people are still prac-
tising tradecraft protectionism; 
scaling is a problem, they don’t 
want to expand because they 
want to produce their technical 
know-how and their patent- their 
way of doing shoes. We are trying 
to encourage them to take more 
hands so they can increase, take 
more orders but no, they don’t 
think like that because they feel 
the hands will open up their own 
shops and become competition for 
them. We are trying to break that, 
we are letting them know that this 
is the rule of modern trade, you 
have to scale and by scaling you 
need more hands. We are getting 
there; I do believe it is step-by-step.

Why is it still at the level of 
artisanship instead of major cor-
porations?

Because this is a new conversa-
tion, this line at least, at a point, 
Aba had security issues; a lot of 
people left, companies closed 
and all of that but that has been 
resolved. Aba is safe; very safe 
for business and investment and 
then what we are trying to do is 

also have to give them value for 
their money because they worked 
hard for it. We do not have an 
entitlement mentality that says ‘a 
Coscharis, Innoson, Tony Ezenna 
or whoever must come and invest 
in Aba’, no. They have put their 
investment where they believe 
they will have returns on invest-
ments; they are businessmen, 
investors first and foremost and 
Lagos has provided value for them 
on returns on their investment. So 
we are concentrating on provid-
ing that same value that assures 
them of returns on their invest-
ments and we believe that once 
we provide that value proposition, 
they will come on board to invest 
in what we are doing. We are tak-
ing it in stages.

Leather products from the 
North have no tags but products 
from Aba usually come with 
foreign brand names. Why is Aba 
different?

Again value proposition; they 
are not going to buy or wear 
made-in-Aba because of any in-
nate patriotic regional tendencies 
or identification with their tribe 
or something, it has to be good 
enough for them to buy; they 
don’t have that automatic pride. In 
fairness to them, it’s their money, 
so we can’t tell them what to do 
or what to buy; our work is cut 
out for us; it is to present your 
product as good enough or bet-

ter or able to match these other 
products. Kudos to the governor 
of Abia State, Okezie Ikpeazu; 
since he came into office, he has 
only worn made-in-Aba clothes, 
he has not for one day worn a 
suit or anything other than the 
‘senator’ which he has in many 
variants. On its sleeve is written 
‘Proudly Aba’, he’s wearing it, he’s 
pushing it out there. We are also 
having some external conversa-
tions; we went to former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo last week and 
we gave him some made-in-Aba 
shoes, and he is proud to wear 
them. We met with Senate presi-
dent Bukola Saraki two weeks 
ago, the same thing, we presented 
some made-in-Aba things to him 
and he is proudly wearing them.

You were part of the team 
that went to present the shoes to 
Obasajo. Was his measurement 
taken before the shoes were 
made?

He told us his shoe size; it was at 
the Tony Elumelu Foundation pro-
gramme. He said ‘Governor, get me 
made-in-Aba shoes, I wear size 42.’ 
We knew his feet were large, so a 
size 42 large. From your physique 
we can tell what shoes suit you.

What was his reaction when 
he received the shoes?

Beautiful, he was jumping 
with it, he was very excited. He 
described the shoes as ‘beautiful, 
classic, and classical’; those were 
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President Olusegun Obasanjo to the made-in-Aba shoes, saying it is the beginning of a new dawn for the 
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the words he used and he said he 
was going to wear them wherever 
he goes to. And then trust him, 
he doesn’t miss any opportunity; 
he said he was in discussion with 
African Export Import Bank, 
AfreximBank, to come and set 
up a leather industrial city in Aba 
and that he will bring them, so 
those are the kind of things we 
are talking about. We meet with 
those influencers (that’s what I call 
them); and they are able to influ-
ence these new opportunities and 
ideas and we are better off for it. 

Where are the raw materials 
sourced from?

The bulk of the raw materials 
they still source it from abroad in 
the sense that fabrics, all of our 
textile mills have closed down 
unfortunately. It is difficult to get 
fabrics locally, at least the types 
that they want. So fabrics come 
in from Turkey, Italy, from differ-
ent places; they are imported into 
Lagos and transported down to 
Aba- they call it bale, so they untie 
these bales and bring out several 
types of fabrics from them. But 
the leather for the shoe makers, 
the bulk of it, like 95 percent of 
the leather used in Aba is sourced 
from Kano. All our leather is local; 
we get them from Kano market. 
The governor of Sokoto State was 
in Aba recently and he pitched 
for Sokoto leather; he actually said 
their leather was the best and we 
should patronise it. We don’t do 
hides and skin in the South East, 
we just consume, we don’t know 
how to process. But still on raw 
materials, we do some locally; 
we melt rubber to produce soles 
and then some other little things 
are being done in Aba. So it is the 
finished product actually that is 
made-in-Aba.

Do you have an idea the vol-
ume of shoes produced in Aba?

Absolutely! There are 16,500 
shoe makers in Aba and each of 
them make on the average 20 
shoes per day, which is 330,000 
shoes produced in Aba on a daily 
basis. And 80 percent of those 
shoes get exported to francophone 
African countries; you will see 
trucks driving in- that is why our 
roads do not last- just like Apapa, 
there are up to 100 trucks waiting 
to move shoes and they are mov-
ing straight through Akwa Ibom 
all the way to Cameroun, Gabon, 
Mali, Cote d’Ivoire, Togo, Equato-
rial Guinea; that is how they move 
every day. The bulk of the Aba 
productions are not products for 
display or for sale; they produce 
to order. It is these guys from those 
countries who come to place their 
orders and they make for them.

But Nigerians go to these 
countries to buy these same 
products…why?

That is true, even many t of 
the products in Lagos markets 
are made in Aba. That is what 
we are trying to capture; people 
use made-in-Aba but they don’t 
want to admit it. They don’t want 
people to think they are cheap or 
local, so we want to create that 
pride in Made-in-Aba, which is 
why we are proud to have former 
president Olusegun Obasanjo and 
senate president Bukola Saraki 
wearing Made-in-Aba. We want 
to get all those influencers to wear 
these products and then more 
people will want it; we are getting 
ambassadors, some artiste and all 
of that.

Is importation of these foreign 
fabrics easy?

It is not easy; it is compartmen-
talised. There are people whose 
duty it is to bring in the fabrics. 
The tailors are waiting; when the 
fabrics are brought in, the person 
who brings it in calls the tailors 
and everybody goes to pick what 
they want. The thing with Aba 
is that whatever you bring in 
sells off.

Is textile not among the Fed-
eral Governments banned items?

I don’t know; I don’t want to get 
into the details of how they get it.

But if textile is not produced 
here, and yet it is a ‘banned item’, 
the Senate president can make a 
case for textile because as contra-
band, they produce less at more 
cost.

Sometimes we make these 
policies without deep thinking, 
without trying to fully under-
stand and realise their implica-
tions. Somebody asked me once 
‘why don’t we ban some products 
so that Made-in-Aba can grow?’ 
I said no, we are not advocating 
the banning of products because 
they have their side implications 
because people will still get those 
things at a more expensive rate 
and we will suffer, so it is better 
let’s create a good stuff and com-
pete in the market. If the products 
are good, and hopefully cheaper, 
people will go for it without any 
sentiments attached to it.

What has been put in place in 
terms of quality control?

At the government level, the 
state created a quality standards 
board which is seriously working 
towards standardisation of these 
Made-in-Aba products. There is a 
limit to what you can produce no 
matter the order you get, because 
most times people come and say, 
‘I know this is N5, find a way to 
reduce some things and make N3 
product for me’, so the producer 
reduces the quality and it comes 
out inferior. At project Made-in-
Aba level, we also have a quality 
control team; we enter the mar-
ket and randomly select items 
to check the quality. We do not 
announce our visit, and because 
they are signed up to us, so they 
are cooperating with that. Also, 
we are coming up with a quality 

stamp; before any package leaves 
Aba, it has our quality stamp, 
‘Made-in-Aba. Quality assured’ 
so that way you know you are 
getting stuff that is of high qual-
ity. We are holding seminars, 
workshops and symposiums; 
making them to take pride in 
Made-in-Aba and also talking to 
them on the need of good quality 
as what will drive patronage.

What exactly is Made-in-
Aba?

For a start, we tell you that 
there is nothing that can be made, 
that cannot be made in Aba; it is 
slogan and it is the truth (even 
human beings, it is just that we 
can’t give breathe or life). In Aba 
furniture can be made, machinery 
can be fabricated, the best of cloth-
ing, even suits are sewn, shoes, 
sandals, bed sheets, bags, etc.; so 
Made-in-Aba is an aggregation of 
all the wonderful things that can 
be made in Aba, the list is endless.

There is a sea port in Port 
Harcourt and Calabar, why do 
people of the South East still 
come to Lagos?

Even Onitsha should have a 
port, the truth is that it is a chal-
lenge; it makes everything expen-
sive in the sense that 95 percent 
of the imports still come through 
Lagos, so cost of the product 
increases, they build it into the 
cost of the eventual finished 
product. For some reasons, the 
Onne and Calabar ports are func-
tioning sub-optimally and they 
are just way below par. We were 
promised a port in Onitsha; Niger 
Bridge was to be dredged for port 
operations and that have never 
happened. Imagine if there was a 
port in Onitsha, and by the way 60 
percent of containers that come 
into this country move to the 
South East (Onitsha, Nnewi and 
Aba) another 20 percent stays in 
Lagos and rest 20 percent is shared 
among the others. We have the 
largest number of importers, why 
can’t we have a functional port 
next door; that will drastically 
reduce the cost of production, but 
it is not happening.

How is the Made-in-Aba le-
veraging on technology?

We have a website where 
we displayed all the stuff that 
is Made-in-Aba and people are 

going there, seeing it, and calling 
us to place orders.  We are lever-
aging on technology in the sense 
that most of the campaign we are 
doing is online, via social media 
platforms. The reaction and re-
ception have been massive; most 
of the tractions we’ve gained 
have been via online activities. 
Technology has played a huge 
role in what we are doing.

Apart from the 50,000 boots 
ordered by the military, are 
there other substantive orders?

Yes, we have a consumer 
goods Chain Company based in 
Lagos that asked us to make their 
factory boots; the first order for 
the first quarter is 250. We are 
discussing with some oil com-
panies to produce their reflec-
tive body-suits and boots. Some 
schools have asked us to produce 
school shoes for them. Abians 
living in America; it started from 
Abians living in Houston, Texas, 
they did 200, they then spread 
the message and now every 
Abian living in the United States 
wants to be a part of it, they have 
hit 1000 orders as we speak for 
school shoes to be distributed 
free to every school pupil in Abia 
State. Clothing line owners in La-
gos are engaging tailors in Aba to 
sew for their label; one has an or-
der of 250 dresses per month. She 
has virtually expanded her shop 
to accommodate the machines 
and all that is needed which is 
our target- to scale operations, 
increase capacity, client base, 
their earning power; the money 
that comes into their pocket.

Tell us about the Aba leather 
and garment industrial city proj-
ect

It is a Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) initiative, where the 
Abia State government is provid-
ing land and also the internal in-
frastructure of roads, streetlights, 
water and sewage treatment 
plants, etc. for the city, while pri-
vate developers are taking vari-
ous aspects; there is a structural 
engineer, architectural engineers, 
etc. People are taking up different 
things to do, where off-takers will 
eventually buy the shops and 
put in their machineries. It is a 
city; the shoemakers can be in 
one place and have machines to 
do what they need to do. The re-
sponse has been massive. At the 
moment Ariaria International 
Market has 150, 000 shops, so 
if they drop you in the middle 
of Ariaria, you will get lost; it is 
really a scary experience for a 
first time visitor or a regular sight 
seer, if you are not a determined 
business person who came for a 
bargain hunt, you will probably 
run back because it is a crowd. 
You can imagine the number of 
people that come into that market 
per day based on the number of 
the shops; and all of these shops 
are bubbling all day. People come 
in from within and outside the 
country into Ariaria to either 
place an order or take delivery of 
such. The city is geared towards 
decongesting the market a bit so 
that people can (it’s a common 
facility centre) get all they want 
in one place and move. It is gain-
ing traction; and like I said, I am a 
major opponent of government 
running business so I like the fact 
that it is private investors that are 
building the city.

What is the worth of the in-

vestment?
It’s in billions, let’s put it that 

way; I don’t want to peg a figure to 
it because there are phases to it; the 
first phase was looking at N5billion 
to N6billion just the structure, not 
inclusive of the equipment and 
other things inside or the cost 
to government to provide infra-
structure all around because the 
place is massive, we are looking at 
N1billion to N2billion for that. It is 
quite an expensive project which 
might gulp N20billion-N30billion 
by completion.

At what stage is the project 
now?

 It’s on 10-15 percent because 
they are just coming out from the 
foundations all round, it is mas-
sive, the foundations were about 
6-10 feet deep, that tells you the 
weight and it has car park seg-
ment, industrial area, the shops 
itself, sales area, showrooms and 
many more, the administrative 
building is 12 floors; and all that 
is going on simultaneously, I go 
there often to inspect what they 
are doing because I am involved 
in all aspect of this. It’s not just 
about promoting Made-in-Aba; 
I am hands-on, embedded, and 
that is why I can drive this con-
versation because I am there. 
People have tried to help Aba 
people in times past but the thing 
is that they came from outside 
and they tried to tell Aba people 
what they need; the thing is that 
the Aba man is rebellious, you’ve 
heard of the Aba Women’s riot 
and all of that, the Aba man 
doesn’t like being told what to do. 
He wants you to see himself as 
an equal; you are with him, then 
you can talk with him. But when 
you say you want to help him, he 
feels insulted by that, his pride 
kicks in so he is not listening 
to you anymore. Government 
agencies have come in to try and 
help Aba people but with the 
same approach as others, they 
met resistance and went back. 
People are asking why we are 
succeeding- it’s because I stay in 
Aba, I sit down with these guys, I 
go into Ariaria and there I sit on 
their stool; help them insert their 
labels, so they see me as one of 
them. I travel with them, I take 
them to meet my friends and 
contacts and they have been go-
ing to places; I take them to trade 
fairs, to see the Senate president, 
former president Obasanjo and I 
am not asking them for a kobo, 
I am bringing value to them. It 
is easy for them to identify and 
relate with me. If you want to 
do anything for Aba, don’t come 
with a hand down, condescend-
ing mentality, even if it’s for their 
own good, they will reject it; I’m 
not saying it is right, but that is 
just the way they are.

In the midst of all this; what 
is your role?

I am the co-founder and head 
of public relations for the project. 
There are three of us; there is an 
IT person who is running the 
website and doing all the back end 
IT stuff. I am not very good with 
business, so we have the business 
expert who is in charge of busi-
ness development, advising on 
finance (because we are spending 
a lot of our own money). For me it 
is a passion, I’m not after money; I 
just want to help and compliment 
what the governor is doing and 
push this project. 

Sam Hart
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I had sessions with different 
schools; Business & Entrepreneur, 
ITC and a group ‘I am Believer’; 

Sunday 04 December 2016 SUNDAYBD 25 C002D5556

I discovered from our in-
teractions that AUN is just 
in a class of its own. What 
message do you have for 
universities in the country 
that are not there yet?

I have said this over and 
again, AUN’s success would 
not have been possible with-
out the Founder. What the 
Founder put in place in AUN, 
most universities don’t have 
that. My message is youth 
technology- exposing the 
youth to use technology to 
their advantage. This is be-
cause we live in a different 
time. In a country like yours; 

doubling every 26 years, 
thank God we have technol-
ogy because there’s no other 
choice. Every university, 
secondary school and pri-
mary school should figure 
out how it could leverage on 
online technology for effec-
tive teaching and learning. 
Such schools should figure 
out how to make use of other 
people’s curriculum across 
the world that is free. We 
have a programme called 
LOAF (Library on a Loan). 
At the last meeting of the 
Vice Chancellors from pri-
vate universities with the 

President Margee Ensign (r) and Daniel Okereke, executive director, communications & public relations, AUN.

Margee Ensign, president of the American University of Nigeria (AUN), Yola, Adamawa State, in this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, advised government to borrow 
a leaf from countries that had been in recession and how they got out of it. According to Ensign, conscious efforts must be made to create employments and wealth through 
agriculture, emphasizing that free education is also key to raising a strong nation. She also spoke on other issues. Excerpts:

Y
ou witnessed 
the insurgency 
in its fiercest 
form, because 
it  was he avy 

in Yola some time ago; 
with your involvement 
in the Adamawa Peace 
Initiative, what is your 
impression about your 
host community?

I have always found the 
community to be one of 
the most generous and 
welcoming place I ever 
lived. From the day I got 
off the plane that brought 
me here some years ago, I 
felt so welcomed. I am not 
surprised that the com-
munity found a way of 
staying together during 
the insurgency. I am not 
surprised that members of 
the Adamawa Peace Initia-
tive were the most vision-
ary and generous people I 
ever met. I see the future of 
Adamawa in Nigeria being 
very bright. What is miss-
ing is that basic education, 
because if you can’t read, 
you can’t participate much 
in the society. I believe 
that once people can read 
and acquire the necessary 
knowledge they can then 
contribute and participate 
actively in their environ-
ment. I will be sad when 
I leave here because the 
people have been so won-
derful and welcoming.

 
The Founder commend-

ed your exploits in AUN; 
your Midas touch so to 
speak. What is the secret 
of your success in the uni-
versity?

The secret is working 
with people; people of like-
minds. If there’s anything 
that brings success it is 
about working in the midst 
of nice people. We have a 
wonderful team in AUN 
and the vision of His Excel-
lency, Atiku Abubakar for 
a development university; 
and the wonderful charge 
he gave us. Those who are 
here believe and run with 
that vision; that’s what 
makes the success. It’s just 
ab out having the right 

people who have the right 
attitude that is what makes 
a whole difference.

The Law School has tak-
en off. You spoke very pas-
sionately about it before 
the inauguration. Having 
achieved that, what’s the 
next thing on the card?

Quickly, let me first talk 
about the Law school. The 
Founder met with the 50 
pioneer law students and 
it was an opportunity for 
them; they had really good 
questions. It made me re-
alise how important jus-
tices are in our society. It 
was really heart-warming 
to hear their questions 
and of course, he attended 
to their questions. He re-
ally engaged with them 
for about 45 minutes. On 
the next programme on 
the card, we now have 
our Board’s approval to 
begin the process of ac-
creditation for Engineering 
programmes. Next year, 
expect our engineering 
programmes to come on 
stream. Already, we have 
software engineering; we 
will  add tele c ommuni-
cations, electronics, etc. 
what we want everyone 
to know is that we have 
just entered our largest 
class in four years;  the 
c h a l l e n g i n g  s e m e s t e r s 
are there. We didn’t have 
large classes before, but I 
hope we are good with it. 
What is happening is that 
we set out to solve prob-
lems as a development 
university and many peo-
ple are buying into our 
vision. We are teaching 
l iteracy,  ICT,  entrepre-
neurship and we are solv-
ing problems. The country 
is beginning to see our 
graduates entering into 
positions where they will 
be taking leadership posi-
tions. I have heard parents 
telling me they want to 
send their children be-
cause they want where 
t h e y  w o u l d  b e  t a u g h t 
how to solve problems. It 
is really heart-warming 
to  hear  from Nigerian 

parents ‘that is why we 
are sending them.’ I think 
the future is really bright 
for AUN with improved 
security, the programmes 
being added and others.

 
You said you would be 

sad when it is time for 
you to leave AUN; but 
the Founder said there 
are three women lead-
ers  in AUN that  have 
performed so wonder-
fully and that he won’t 
let them go; how do you 
reconcile these two state-
ments?

Well, I may be a very 
strong woman and you 
know that I  have fam-
ily in the US; I have been 
here quite a long time, for 
almost seven years. One 
day, I will go home to my 
family. To be very candid 
with you, I am extremely 
worrie d ab out what is 
happening in my coun-
try right now. I am seri-
ously worried about the 
outcome of the election, 
the extreme things they 
said about the minorities. 
I think it will not be too 
long for me to go home to 

see if I can do something there; 
because I have great worries 
about the future of America.

new executive secretary of 
National Universities Com-
mission (NUC), we offered 
everyone a LOAF and I am 
hearing every day from my 
fellow vice chancellors that 
they need this and that, and 
we put them in packages 
and sent across; that can 
be our contribution. There 
are so many free sources 
of information and learn-
ing sites online. The price 
of these things is coming 
down. The solution to our 
problem is to think outside 
the box. So, Nigerians must 
move fast. Kids on the street 
need a smartphone. What-
ever they are doing, they are 
reading a book alongside. 
Education is the foundation 
of any society; Nigeria can 
be great using technology 
to solve its problems.

 
Nigeria is in recession; 

if you were to advise the 
government on how to 
tackle it, what would be 
your advice?

I would look at how other 
countries had handled both 
rapid population growth 
and recession and I would 
invest as quickly as I could 
in a sector that could em-
ploy the most people and 
give income and that is 
agriculture. If you look at 
the China example, you can 
adopt it using agriculture 
and manufacturing. People 
can be employed through 
these means. There should 
be massive free education; 
China did it and you guys 
can do it quite easier and 
cheaper. 

Free health care; if you 
improve the health care 
system to ensure that peo-
ple enjoy good health to 
work, you will be on your 
way out of recession. Those 
three things- people earn-
ing stable income; have 
their food and making ag-
riculture the bread basket 
of the economy, then before 
long you will be exporting. 
When people have income, 
they have education and 
they are healthy- that’s 
how the tigers became ti-
gers. Look at Rwanda, a 
few years ago, they were 

devastated, but they are the 
fastest growing economy 
today. Where was the cli-
mate change meeting held? 
In Kigali, the cleanest city 
in Africa. So, you don’t have 
to reinvent everything, just 
look around, the solution is 
not far. 

The leadership of this 
country should be bringing 
in the smartest people in 
the country and from the 
continent and the world at 
large to say ‘help us solve 
this problem’, because you 
were sleeping and there’s 
no excuse now. I see the 
desperation in Yola, and 
you see it more in Lagos and 
Abuja. If the economy keeps 
sliding you face more social 
problems.

 
The AUN community 

was very elated when the 
21 girls were recently re-
leased by Boko Haram. As 
your manner is, is the in-
stitution planning to take 
some in?

First of all, you know 
we have 24 here; six fully 
enrolled in the university 
and 18 in our foundation 
programme. To put together 
the foundation was not 
cheap, but for the Founder’s 
help and a donor from the 
United States. 

We were happy when 
the last set regained their 
freedom, you saw my tweet. 
I understand they are under 
the care of the government. 
I do not know who they are 
talking to and I know quite 
sure government is doing its 
best to help the young wom-
en go on with their lives. 
They deserve whatever this 
country can do for them but 
not just them, thousands of 
children all over the place. 

We need a massive pro-
gramme to put these chil-
dren back in school. I expect 
this government to step up 
and say ‘the children are the 
future of the society; we are 
going to do everything to 
educate them, feed them 
with the resources avail-
able to us.’  There is  no 
other way to do it than to 
look at how other coun-
tries have done it.

I see the future of Adamawa in Nigeria being 
very bright. What is missing is that basic educa-
tion, because if you can’t read, you can’t partici-
pate much in the society. I believe that once peo-
ple can read and acquire the necessary knowl-
edge they can then contribute and participate 

actively in their environment.
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How product innovation is reshaping 
Nigeria’s male grooming market

A
lthough many seg-
ments of the cos-
metics industry 
are slowing down, 

the area of men’s groom-
ing has continued to report 
strong sales growth. Product 
categories like electric shav-
ers, trimmers and home 
hair clippers have emerged 
some of the largest growth 
drivers in the personal care 
industry, boasting an overall 
sales growth of 12 percent 
up from 9 percent in the last 
12 months, according to re-
nowned market researcher, 
Cosmetics Design.

Increasingly, the male 
grooming business in Africa 
is booming. Just the clipper 
segment of the market alone 
is currently valued at about 
€200 million with Nigeria 
accounting for a major share 
of it, selling 3.5 million units.

The growth trend is at-
tributable to a wider range 
of consumers opening up 
to and becoming comfort-
able with the idea of male 
grooming and total personal 
hygiene. Other growth trig-
gers in the segment have 
been identified as increase 
in technologically advanced 
products, innovative pack-
aging and increased tempo 
of clever marketing strate-
gies exclusively targeting 
male consumers.

Major global brands like 
L’Oreal, P&G, Unilever and 
Philips have continued to 
dig deep in the male groom-

ing market through innova-
tion and tactical marketing 
strategies.

To underscore the in-
creasing significance of in-
novation in the segment, 
Philips recently introduced 
to the Nigerian market, the 
first range of clippers de-
signed to ensure no bumps 
and less rash. The two clip-
pers in the range, the Philips 
Clipper Pro (ideal for profes-
sional barber styling) and 
Philips Clipper Home (for 
personal use) offer blades 
designed to avoid cuts and 
bumps for optimal skin com-
fort, close precision and 
durability. The Philips Pro 
Clipper which is designed 
for a powerful expert trim, 
cut or shave has a chrome 
matt finish that is comple-
mented by a smart textured 

handle for a comfortable 
grip, and a 2.8m cord to give 
a greater reach and to easily 
move around while clipping. 
Additionally, it comes with 
seven Click-on Combs as 
well as a styling comb and 
scissors.

 On its part, the Philips 
Home Clipper has lacquer-
ing, textured high gloss 
plastic finish and a 2.4m 
cord; and comes with four 
Click-On Combs including 
the 3mm, 6mm, 9mm or 
12mm combs.

The new Philips range 
of clippers came with a 
promise of innovative solu-
tion and was well received 
into a market where the 
concerns, when it comes 
to grooming, remain very 
clear. Razor bumps on the 
face and head, remain one of 

Lagos State Employment Trust Fund starts tests 
of its systems, processes with pilot scheme

T
h e  L a g o s 
S t at e  E m -
p l o y m e n t 
Trust Fund 
(LSETF), en-

acted into law early 
January, began on 18 
November to “test its 
systems and processes” 
with a “pilot scheme” to 
“receive, consider and 
evaluate” applications 
from micro and small 
and medium enter-
prises spread across 
Lagos State.

It began the test-run 
with a meeting with 
about 20 organisations, 
which it calls “Acquisi-
tion Partners”, with 
considerable experi-

to the Fund’s office at 
Billingsway, Oregun, 
Lagos.

Oyebode said that 
as at the evening of 
Friday (2 December), 
“the Fund has received 
120 applications (and) 
we will stop receiving 
applications when we 
have 1,000, because it 
is a pilot scheme.”

“Beyond the social 
media, please note, we 
have also reached out to 
organised bodies such 
as trade associations 
and market associa-
tions, so that they can 
recommend prospec-
tive applicants but, of 

the biggest concerns when 
it comes to male grooming 
among the African male 
populace. The majority of 
men develop bumps on their 
skin after a very close shave 
(e.g. using a blade) on their 
face. When getting a hair-
cut, most men cringe at the 
thought of getting cuts and 
scratching discomfort to be 
a necessary evil in order to 
get a sharp, fresh look with 
nicely trimmed edges. More 
and more men worry about 
hygiene when sharing a 
hair clipper tool with other 
people at the barbing saloon. 
It appears all these concerns 
have been taken note and 
taken care of by the new 
Philips clippers.

“Philips conducted ex-
tensive research across a 
cross-section of men in Ni-

geria and sub-Saharan Af-
rica; the Philips clipper was 
developed and extensively 
field tested taking into ac-
count the core concerns that 
came out in the research 
– mainly the need to get 
that clean shaven feeling 
but to avoid the scratches, 
cuts and bumps that some-
times develop on the skin,” 
states Chioma Iwuchukwu-
Nweke, general manager, 
Philips Personal Health – 
West Africa.

“The new Philips Clip-
pers’ robust design prom-
ises to become a hair-loom 
for generations to come. 
Its strong steel blades are 
manufactured to withstand 
chips and cracks lasting up 
to four times longer than 
the leading brand, while 
its state-of-the-art copper 
motor coil will outrun its 
predecessor four times over. 
These are the first clippers 
Philips is introducing in 
the African market, under-
scoring our commitment 
to delivering innovation 
based on the need of the 
consumers. Our new clip-
pers cut your hair, not your 
skin. This not only ensures 
that you have a painless 
short and sharp look, but 
also improves your overall 
skin health,” Iwuchukwu-
Nweke added.

Investigations show that 
prior to the introduction of 
its new range of clippers 
into the market, Philips, in 
2014 conducted an in-depth 
qualitative study consisting 
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CHiNyere Okeke 20 barber interviews, 20 
consumer focus groups with 
8 participants per group and 
40 in-home interviews in 
SA, Nigeria and Ghana, as 
part of research leading to 
the product design.

For brands like Philips 
and others willing to take 
big chunks of the market 
by focusing on innovative 
product birthing and aggres-
sive marketing, the future 
outlook is indeed bright.  
According to a report by 
Alliance Market Research 
(AMR) titled ‘Men’s Personal 
Care Market: Global Oppor-
tunity Analysis and Indus-
try Forecast 2014-2022’, the 
market is expected to grow 
astronomically beginning 
from 2016. While the global 
male personal care market 
is expected to stand at $166 
billion by 2022, growing 
at a Cumulative Average 
Growth Rate of 5.4percent 
from 2016 to 2022, the Af-
rican market is expected 
to be $13.2 billion in 2017 
and stand at one-quarter 
of the global market figure 
by 2022. Of course, a large 
chunk of the African figure 
is predictably expected from 
Nigeria.

AMR predicts the growth 
driver segments in the male 
grooming market to be Per-
sonal Care, Hair Care, Skin 
Care and Make Up while in-
creased Health and Fitness 
Awareness as well as need 
to retain youthful appear-
ance continue to motivate 
consumer behaviour.

By Our repOrter ence in entrepreneur-
ship, to seek recom-
mendations of poten-
tial loans’ beneficiaries. 

The Fund’s Execu-
tive Secretary, Akin 
Oyebode, who spoke 
with BDSUNDAY, said 
that those who are rec-
ommended to the Fund 
by these organisations 
would still have to ap-
ply “and go through the 
selection based on our 
clear guidelines which 
are on our website.”

On 30 November, 
as part of the Pilot 
Scheme, the process 
was opened up to the 
social media, for pro-
spective applicants to 
download and fill the 
forms and return them 

Continues on page 26
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Fresh Direct NG, DeliveryBros, Medsaf 
win 2016 ‘She Leads Africa Demo Day’

A 
container farming 
company, a motor-
bike delivery ser-
vice and an online 
medical procure-

ment platform went home as 
the winners at the 2016 She Leads 
Africa Demo Day. The Demo 
Day was the closing ceremony 
to the 6 month She Leads Africa 
Accelerator entrepreneurship 
development program.

Supported by the Work in 
Progress! Alliance and Guaranty 
Trust Bank, the SLA Accelerator 
worked with 10 promising com-
panies looking to grow and scale 
their businesses. At the demo day, 
five of the companies were able to 
pitch their businesses in front of 
esteemed business leaders to win 
cash and prizes.

The judges included Ndidi 
Nnoli-Edozien, founder and pres-
ident of the Growing Business 
Foundation; Ben White, founder 
of Venture Capital for Africa; 
Ololade Fadoju, head of Guaranty 
Trust Bank’s SME MarketHub 

e-commerce platform; and Eloho 
Omame, CEO of Amari Ltd.

Speaking about the event 
Afua Osei, She Leads Africa’s co-
founder said “Since July, it has 
been absolutely amazing to see 
the growth and development of 
these entrepreneurs.” The finalists 
competed for over N3,500,000 in 
cash prizes.

The winning startup was 
Fresh Direct NG, an agricultur-
al technology company which 
grows produce within shipping 
containers. An urban farm within 
the heart of Abuja, within a 20ft 
shipping container, Fresh Direct 
NG can grow the same produce as 
a football pitch and a half.

The judges were impressed 
by the significant potential of 
founder Angel Adelaja’s company 
to disrupt the African agricul-
ture and import industry. Angel 
Adelaja received a N2,000,000 
cash prize presented by Guaranty 
Trust Bank.

The second place winner was 
DeliveryBros, a motorbike de-
livery service which aggregates 
individuals and SMEs who need 

pickups with riders from vari-
ous delivery companies who are 
in the area. The DeliveryBros 
system aims to reduce the stress 
of moving packages around La-
gos, Abuja and Accra and won 
N1,000,000 to invest in building 

the technology and mobile app 
to optimize the process.

In third place was Vivian 
Nwakah, co-founder of Medsaf.
com, an easy-to-use online plat-
form built for medical service pro-
viders such as hospitals, pharma-

cies and clinics, to purchase and 
manage medication. BathKandy 
& Co. founder Blondie Okpuzor 
received a special mention from 
the judges as the company to 
most likely build a billion naira 
business.

Chinyere Okeke

Fresh Direct NG First Place Winner (Angel Adelaja)

SystemSpecs comes 
tops at niTA awards

F
inancial tech-
n o l o g y  g i a n t 
S y s t e m S p e c s 
emerged ‘Online 

Payments Processing 
Company of the Year’ at 
the just-concluded Nige-
ria Technology Awards 
(NiTA) which held in 
Lagos.

The City Mall venue 
of the event saw over 40 
nominee-organisations 
across the economic 

spectrum jostling for 
recognition over ICT 
compliance in 2016. Sys-
temSpecs stood out from 
the pack for the pivotal 
role its fintech software 
Remita has played in 
online processing within 
the period.

Remita aggregates 
multiple bank accounts, 
giving customers the 
abi l i ty  to  p erform 
the complete suite of 

eTransactions. It is also 
a useful tool for major 
billers, offering mul-
tiple payment options, 
generating instant re-
ceipts and transaction 
reports. Most notably, 
Remita is also the pay-
ment gateway for the 
revolutionary Treasury 
Single Account (TSA) 
policy. Since inception, 
the policy has reported-
ly instilled fiscal trans-

L-R: Ufot E. Ufot, CEO, Peace Consult Ltd; Adewale Adetana, social media executive, SystemSpecs, 
Damilola Ogundipe, brand/events executive, SystemSpecs, at the 2nd edition of Nigeria Technology Award 
in Lagos, recently

course, everyone will 
go through the process.”

These loan applica-
tions will be turned 
over to PwC Nigeria 
“which won the bid for 
Selection Partners.” He 
noted that the Fund 
will not be involved in 
any way in the selec-
tion, beyond being the 
collection point for the 
applications.

There are two cat-
egories of entreprises 
to be supported – the 
micro, which will re-
ceive loans to the maxi-
mum of N500,000 and 
the small and medium 
– which will receive 
loans to the maximum 
of five million Naira.

A  n o t a b l e  c o n -
tributor to the Twit-
ter feed on the Fund’s 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f 
the Pilot Scheme (see 
#LSETFPilotScheme) 
as at noon on Friday, 
was B ilkissAdebiyi 
Abiola, CEO/Founder, 
Wecyclers (a waste re-
cycling outfit). Cham-
pioning the cause, she 
wrote: “@LSETF pilot 
is now open. Get up to 
5m+training for your 

biz. Download the form 
here, lsetf.ng/down-
loads. …The form takes 
20 mins to fill. It’s not 
too late. Start the new 
year on the right note 
with support from the 
@lsetf.

Lagos State Governor 
Akin Ambode, while 
s igning the LSETF 
Bill into law, said the 
N25billion Fund should 
help tackle the prob-
lem of unemployment 
through granting of 
soft loans to individu-
als to make them self-
employed and create 
wealth.

For Oyebode, who 
came to the Fund af-
ter five years of head-
ing the SME Banking 
department of a bank 
and one who had been 
a critic of government, 
sees his job as executive 
secretary as an “oppor-
tunity to walk the talk 
and help put people to 
work.”

The Fund, which has 
former Chairman of 
the Federal Inland Rev-
enue Service, Ifueko 
Omoigui-Okauru, as 
chairman, “should roll 
out fully not later than 
March,” according to 
Oyebode.

Lagos State 
employment...

Continued from page 27parency and proper 
monitoring of financial 
transactions in the pub-
lic service, enabling the 
government take full 
control of over N4.3 
trillion of its cash assets 
as of Q4 2016.

“We are deeply ap-
preciative of this special 
industry recognition of 
Remita in the fintech 
space,” said SystemSpecs 
Managing Director John 
Obaro while comment-
ing on the company’s 
most recent win. “With 
this award, SystemSpecs 
is further encouraged to 
raise the bar in e-pay-
ment solutions that meet 
the needs of our teeming 
clients and the general 
public.” 

Since 2012, System-
Specs has been winning 
series of awards for its 
role in driving financial 
technology adoption in 
Nigeria. In October 2016, 
the company was recog-
nised as the ICT/Telecom 
Company of the Year at 
the Annual Leadership 
Award in Abuja. Ear-
lier in July, the company 
also got accolades as the 
‘Pan-African Software 
Solution of the Year’ and 
the ‘Most Revolutionary 
e-Government Solution 
of the Year’ at the Titans 
of Tech Awards.
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Lessons from past governments
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When the survey plans 
come to the rescue (2)

Akhigbe Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  PropertyLogic 
Incorporated/Business 
Coach &  Seminar Speaker/
Expert in Business & Property 
Law. / Email: propertylogic.
incorporated@gmail.com/www.
propertylogicincorporated.
com/+234-8034846284.

T
here are instances when a 
land survey plan becomes 
inconsequential in land 
litigations or in the proper 

determination of issues arising 
from a land suit. The court consid-
ers in such instances the necessity 
of survey plan for the proper trial 
of the action. Therefore, a survey 
plan is not necessary at the follow-

T
he huge potentials 
inherent in agriculture 
for job and wealth 
creation, more so, with 
regards to the Nigerian 

nation has never been in doubt. 
The neglect of the sector over the 
decades since the discovery and 
exploitation of crude oil is what 
has compounded our self-inflicted 
economic woes. The other is the 
change of government policies 
with a break from the past, even 
if there were laudable steps taken 
towards food security.

It would be recalled that under 
the administration of President 
Goodluck Jonathan through the 
Ministry of Agriculture there 
was a gradual focus on agriculture 
from some state governments. 
For instance, the then Minister of 
Agriculture, Adesina Akinwunmi 
went to Ogun State to flag off 
the Commercial Agriculture 
Credit Scheme (CACS), which is 
in partnership with the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN). This was 
part of the Growth Enhancement 

Scheme (GES). 
A similar visit to Osun State 

got the minister so impressed 
by the giant steps taken by the 
Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola-led 
administration in massive food 
production that he promised that 
the Federal Government would 
give the state concession to use 
the railway infrastructure at 
Lagos. That would facilitate the 
distribution of its products to other 
parts of the country.

In Plateau State, N350 million 
was given to  61FADAMA 
Associations as part of the stage 
three of the programme aimed 
at boosting all season farming 
in the state. In Rivers State, the 
then Governor Rotimi Amaechi 
had cause to tell members of 
Ogbum-Na-Abachi Community 
Council to be ready to urge their 
children to embrace the new drive 
for increased food production to 
create more jobs and ultimately 
wealth.

One of these is the development 
of the value chain model in the 
food security sector, according 
to Jacques Taylor, the head of 
Specialised Banking at Stanbic 
IBTC Bank. He has listed factors 
responsible for constricting 
business activities in poor 
countries to include reduction 
in international trade barriers 
such as tariffs, export fees, import 
quotas and global distribution of 
goods and services. Taylor has 
therefore, suggested that the value 
chain model as has succeeded in 
Honduras, if adopted by Nigerian 
would benefit the farmers, 
transporters, processors, as well 
as those involved in packaging 
and marketing of the finished 

products.
He went further to suggest 

what the BRACED States (Bayelsa, 
Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Cross River, 
Edo and Delta), coincidentally all 
of the South-South geo-political 
zone, should be doing in this 
regard, especially with adding 
value to cassava, even for export. 
Also, Olusegun Obasanjo, while at 
the helm of the nation’s political 
affairs established Presidential 
Task Forces on agriculture to 
identify the areas of comparative 
advantage and core competence 
of each of the zones, in order to 
increase production. We have to 
take it from there.

For instance, from the North-
East and North-West zones the 
major cash crops whose potentials 
should be developed include 
sorghum, millet, maize, ground 
nut and rice. They are all grains, 
the first listed three of which could 
find industrial use in the brewery 
sector of the economy. If we revive 
the backward integration policy as 
promoted by the defunct Ibrahim 
Babangida-led military regime, 
some small and medium scale 
industries could spring forth 
that would add value to the raw 
products.

From the North-Central zone, 
arguably the food basket region 
of the country we have cassava, 
yam, cashew, sesame seed, sugar 
cane and rice in abundance. 
Others include fruits such as 
oranges, grape, guava, pine apple 
and vegetables such as tomatoes, 
onions and sweet potatoes. What 
is lacking is the preservation and 
processing technologies to add 
the economic value that would 
sustain their all year-availability, 

as intermediate products in the 
local market and even for export.

Virtually all the southern states, 
divided into the zones of South-
West, South-East and South-South 
produce cocoa, coffee, cassava, 
yam, coco-yam oil palm and rice 
all in appreciable amounts. The 
value Chain required would be the 
processing most of them into the 
intermediate products that would 
have longer shelf life or are of 
more export value. These include 
cocoa beans, coffee, cassava starch, 
flour, feeds and chips, palm oil, 
palm nuts and processed rice. The 
added advantage is that most of 
these states have port facilities 
for export of these intermediate 
products, if well structured to meet 
international standards.

Another area that could make 
Nigeria economically buoyant 
is the use of bio-fuels as Brazil 
is currently doing. In 2010, for 
instance, Raizon was established as 
a multi-billion dollar joint project 
between Shell and a Brazilian 
ethanol producing company, 
Cosan. It produces 2.2 billion litres 
from sugar cane both for local 
consumption and export. There, 
cars run on both. We can do a 
similar thing here in Nigeria. As 
severally highlighted agriculture 
is renewable. Fossil fuel is not.

What is pertinent, however, 
is the need to have in place the 
political will to translate these 
latent wealth creation factors 
to economic facilities that 
would benefit the citizenry. The 
enabling environment of adequate 
manp ower in pro duction, 
p r o c e s s i n g ,  p r e s e r vat i o n 
and marketing in addition to 
good network of roads, rail 

and waterways supported by 
stable power would go a long 
way in making Nigeria realise 
her enormous potentials in 
agriculture.

On the issue of adequate 
power supply, a UNIDO expert 
has canvassed for the adoption of 
small scale hydro-power stations 
mostly in rural areas where there 
are rivers. They are not only the 
cheapest alternative sources of 
electric power over solar and wind 
in the world today but sustainable 
all round the year and most cost 
effective. These could assist the 
rural food processors to preserve 
their products too.

In all of this, there has to be close 
collaboration not only between 
the Federal Government and the 
states but between the states in 
exchange programmes for training 
of personnel on the use of modern 
mechanised farming, organic 
farming, the use of fertilizers, 
pesticides and high-yielding, 
disease-resistant seedlings. It is 
should also be for the mutual 
benefit of technological knowhow. 
There should also be a sustainable 
partnership between the public 
and private sectors. For instance, 
it is interesting to learn that the 
profitable partnership between 
the Kwara State government and 
Shonga Farm has led to the export 
of cassava chips to China.

More of such collaborations and 
partnerships would ensure food 
security, employment generation 
and wealth creation across the 
country.

ing instances.
a. When there is a proper identi-

fication of the disputed land via the 
evidences put forward or admitted 
into court.

b. Where the land in dispute is 
known to both parties or is clearly 
ascertainable whether from the 
averments in pleading or otherwise 
and its area, exact location and 
precise boundaries on the ground 
are either unmistakably and ap-
propriately pleaded or are admitted 
or acknowledged by the defendant, 
the non-production in evidence of 
the survey plan of such land can-
not be a matter of great moment 
and does not disentitle the plaintiff 
from maintaining an action in re-
spect of title, trespass or injunction 
over such land.

However, a Survey Plan be-
comes very necessary when the 
following circumstances:

a. It is settled law that, where the 

identity of the land in dispute is in 
dispute, there is need to produce a 
survey plan particularly if the facts 
produced in evidence cannot estab-
lish with certainty, the identity of 
the said land.

b. Where parties file different 
survey plans on both sides, it will 
be the duty of the party who dis-
putes the identity of the land (and 
who wants to succeed), to file a 
composite plan where it becomes 
necessary or as the court may direct 
at the trial. The purpose of filing a 
composite plan is to fix and delimit 
the land in dispute

c. Where a plaintiff pleads and 
serves the defendant a survey plan 
which is subsequently admitted 
in evidence as exhibit and which 
shows the boundaries and features 
on the land in dispute, this will 
constitute sufficient proof of the 
boundaries and features set out in 
the land in dispute

A defendant who intends to 
challenge or dispute such boundar-
ies or features as shown in the sur-
vey plan must do so by specifically 
traversing the plaintiff’s pleading in 
that regard, because a mere general 
traverse will be insufficient.

In the event that a plaintiff 
tenders a survey plan of the land 
in dispute, and the plan is admitted 
without objection while the defen-
dant fails to file a counter claim, 
the defendant cannot be heard to 
contend that the plaintiff did not 
prove with certainty the boundar-
ies of the land in dispute.

What is considered in the ad-
missibility of a survey plan?

Pursuant to Section 3 (1) (i) of the 
Survey Act Cap LFN 1990 which 
provides that unless a plan:

(i) Has been prepared and signed 
by a surveyor or is a copy of a plan 
so prepared and signed and certi-
fied by a surveyor as being a true 
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copy, and
(ii) Has been examined by the 

Survey Department and bears the 
Counter-signature of the Director.

Where the identity of a land is 
in dispute and there is no cogent 
evidence on the identity of the land 
the party who pleads a survey plan 
ought to tender the plan at the trial. 
Where he fails to do so, the court is 
entitled to invoke Section 167 (d) of 
the Evidence Act.
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Caging God?

T
his was a meditation 
in my heart as I sat 
quietly ruminating 
about God. I looked 
at  the do or and 

thought, a whole lot of times 
we shoot ourselves in the foot 
about the way we expect him 
to come through for us. The only 
way we expect people to come 
into our house is through the 
door. Also every messenger of 
good comes through the door. If 
anyone comes through the roof 
or window, then most likely the 
person is a thief who has come 
to rob us. This is the human way 
of thinking, and we have also 
applied it in dealing with God.  

Many times we attach no 
iota of spirituality to the person 
of God. Our idea of his answer 
to us is unidirectional, that is, 

he must come through the door 
otherwise we cannot receive 
anything. You will bear me 
witness that as Spiritual beings 
having earth-cloth (body), we 
tend to forget that God is not like 
us in the way we see ourselves 
physically. 

Most of what we see all the 
time with man is limitations. 
This makes it easy for us to put 
God in a cage thereby short-
changing ourselves, thinking 
God is man. Ever wondered why 
men or women that are married 
have issues with one another? It 
is because the realities of their 
personalities are so real to them 
that they forget they are deal-
ing with someone opposite to 
them in make-up and character. 
Men thought they are dealing 
with men in marriage so their 
reaction is manly and vice versa 
with women. 

In the same vein we as wom-
an and man deal with God and 
expect from God as though He 
is man. Our focus and attention 
is fixated in one way never 
realising that God Almighty is 
not in the class of any man. Our 
understanding about the size, 
the depth and height of God 
opens us up to possibilities in 
God and how he is illimitable.  

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

For example, we suddenly give 
up hope because we thought the 
only way we can be blessed is 
by that business we have been 
doing year in year out, or that 
profession that took us years to 
bag the degree. 

We expect Him to happen 
for us in that which we are 
trained in; who says it is only 
one way that God has to visit 
you in your life? We are so 
conditioned that we do not 
even recognise opportunities 
right in front of us. Except we 
open ourselves up to the mul-
tidimensional ways by which 
God operates and believe in it, 
we remain limited. While you 
are focused and diligent at what 
you are doing never cage God 
in your mind, be open-minded 
and be expectant. The Scripture 
says: “The expectations of the 
righteous shall not be cut short”. 

The year is coming to an 
end already and we can easily 
conclude that nothing good could 
come out of the remaining part of 
the year. That because God did 
not happen for us from January 
till December, it is of no use to 
believe He would do anything for 
us anymore. We think God is like 
man, that achievement, accom-
plishments will take him years 

and months. When thoughts like 
these pervade our heart and we 
believe them we shut off the flow 
of the power of God to operate in 
our lives or situations. History is 
replete with monstrous, multi-
sided, demonstrative power of 
God in the lives of his people.

This is how we cage God into 
our own mold. It is very easy for 
us to think that God, our Father 
is like man, behaves like man 
and acts like man. The concept of 
God to us is physical and nothing 
but physical. Little wonder we 
get little or no result from Him. 
Many declarations have been 
made by God to let us know who 
He is, His modus operandi. 

He equally told us also the 
easiest route to take to have 
untold result. He said he is not 
a man, but we act like He is and 
expect Him to answer us that 
way. There is nothing spiritual 
in the way we expect him to 
answer us. Every time people 
have result in the marketplace, 
it is because they are exposed to 
truth about God being spiritual.

I prophesy that the remain-
ing days of this year for you is 
crowned with God’s goodness 
and your path drips with God’s 
fatness in Jesus name.

Remain blessed.

S
ports: Another com-
mon channel cap-
tured by Uber is 
sports events. A lot of 

sports events take place and 
Uber was the first taxi com-
pany to reach out to masses 
by offering discounts to 
people when they book a 
ride to the event or while 
coming back home after 
the event. This strategy 
again acted as an accelerant 
as Uber was able to create 
the hype by letting people 
travel back home easily in a 
VIP manner by skipping the 
hassle of getting a random 
taxi on the road.  

Social Media - Social 
media is obviously a chan-
nel which has helped Uber 
gain fans and turn them 
quickly into paying custom-
ers. All offers, discounts 
and giveaways are pushed 
through social media cam-
paigns. Social media is still 
an important channel for 
Uber to market out to new 
cities where it is yet to roll.

 Partnerships - Partner-
ships with organisations 
who have Uber’s potential 
customers has been a ma-
jor part of Uber’s business 
model to gain new custom-
ers. Uber recently had a 
partnership with a mobile 
manufacturing company 
where it went out to deliver 
the phone to their custom-
ers. Apart from this, Uber 
has always been on the 
forefront to partner with 
well-known companies 
in the territory in which 
it wants to acquire more 
customers.

These partnerships have 
helped uber build brand 
awareness. You may go 
through the following news 
from Uber India to under-
stand more about the type 
of partnerships.

- Uber tied up with Zom-
ato to offer a ride when a 
person books a restaurant 
for dinner.

- Bharti Airtel and Uber 
Announce First-of-its-Kind 
Strategic Partnership

- Times Internet and 
Uber enter into a strategic 
partnership

 Events - Another strate-
gy to gain users for Uber has 
been to serve people who 
wish to attend some event. 
Whether day or night, Uber 
has been active to tie-up 
with event organizers and 
provide services to those 
who wish to attend the 
event within the city. Uber’s 
blog from their newsroom 
has a dedicated service on 
this: Bring Uber to your next 
event.

Stunts - As if the above 
channels were not enough, 
uber has involved itself in 
some eye-catching stunts. 
No, not car or bike stunts, 
but some great marketing 
stunts like ice-cream trucks. 
Being a cab company, uber 
launched a motorcycle pick 
up service in Paris, a mari-
achi-band delivery service 
in San Francisco and some 
other attractive services 
in various cities. Uber re-
cently launched Uber eats 
to deliver food from local 
restaurants.

 Everything that Uber 

Uberising your enterprise - Uber business 
model canvas & success secrets (7)

did to grab eyes of its target 
audience was welcomed by 
the people whch ultimately 
led to word of mouth adver-
tising.

 Uber Revenue Model: 
Just like all other aspects 
associated with Uber, rev-
enue model incorporated 
by Uber is simple enough. 
Uber takes 20percent cut 
on all rides (when there are 
no ongoing promotions on 
the customer side or driver 
side). The fact that Uber is 
currently valued at around 
$51 billion clearly indicates 
irrespective of bullishness 
the revenue numbers must 
be substantial.

Let’s talk about the last 
year’s leaked numbers 
which stand at $2billion 
projected net revenue by 
the end of 2015. Another 
astonishing number within 
the same leak said that most 
of the Uber’s revenue was 
coming from 5 cities among 
the 130 odd cities where 
the company was present 
at that point. This clearly 
implies that as Uber goes 
on to mature in many other 
cities the revenue numbers 
would significantly rise.

 The Bottom Line: Just 
like any other successful 
business, Uber did not gain 
popularity overnight. How-
ever, one thing which made 
Uber go viral was word 
of mouth advertising. The 
initial traction for uber came 
from corporates and other 
high class people but Uber 
soon realised that they had 
to target masses and give 
options to customers. This 
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ExcELLEnT 
LifEL

ife is in cycles. Each 
cycle of life is dif-
ferent, with its at-
tendant threats, 

opportunities and chal-
lenges. The cycles of life 
sometimes bring adversity, 
and sometimes, prosper-
ity. Each cycle comes and 
goes but life remains.The 
choices we make and our 
lifestyles bring us either 
progress or adversity as 
each life cycle beckons. 
The truth about life is that, 
it is not always rosy.  There 
are times we miscalculate 
in our actions and it results 
in a storm. Sometimes in a 
bid to get it all right, we un-
explainably find ourselves 
in negative circumstances 

we never bargained for.
Seeing that we cannot 

totally avoid adverse cir-
cumstances is a truth we 
must all grapple with, as 
long as we have the breath 
of God in us, especially 
now that our choices as a 
nation has landed us into 
a precarious predicament. 
A lot of people have been 
badly affected by the eco-
nomic ill wind blowing 
across the land. Evidently, 
tales of economic gloom, 
bad governance, wanton 
bloodletting, insecurity, 
unemployment, business 
closures, loss of jobs, and 
hunger, reverberate all 
through our media. What 
hope do we have as a na-
tion? What hope do you 
have as a person caught 
in the eye of this storm 
that is seeking to envelop 
our land?

The solution is in sight. 
The Holy Bible gives us 
a clue on how to respond 
to these tough times. It is 
stated explicitly in Prov-
erbs 24:10, “if you faint in 
the day of adversity, your 
strength is small.” Staying 
tough, is the key to over-
coming these tough times. 
We need to toughen up 
mentally, emotionally, and 
physically and strengthen 
our resolve to ride through 
the storm unscathed. The 
storm has come, the re-
cession is with us, but the 
onus is on us to come out 
of it. How tough you are, 
is what keeps you afloat. 
Taking a disposition of 
weakness in times of crisis 
is an invitation to defeat.

In his book, “Conquer-
ing an Enemy Called Aver-
age, “motivational Speaker, 
John Mason tells us that “it 
isn’t our position, but our 
disposition that makes us 
happy. Remember, some 
people freeze in the win-
ter. Others ski. A positive 
attitude always creates 

positive results. Attitude 
is a little thing that makes 
a big difference. Depres-
sion, gloom, pessimism, 
despair, discouragement 
and fear slay more human 
beings than all illnesses 
combined.” Similarly, John 
C. Maxwell in his book, 
“Failing Forward,” opines 
that “your response to 
adversity reveals your at-
titude, and your attitude 
determines your outlook.” 
This shows that our at-
titude or approach to ad-
verse situations can either 
lead to a positive or a nega-
tive outcome.

Another way to re-
spond positively in this 
debacle is to access your 
strength. You are easily 
diminished by your cir-
cumstances if you don’t 
have enough strength to 
square up. Your strength 
is the determinant of the 
outcome. Your strength is 
your power base, both in 
good and in bad times. It is 
your unique endowment 
from God that gives you 
advantage over others. 
The truth is that adverse 
circumstances challenge 
your strength. Accessing 
how strong you are in 
your area of endowment 
or operations would en-
able you to know where 
and how you stand. If you 
are weak, thenyou have 
to work on your strength. 
Probably you are outdated 
in knowledge and meth-
ods; you need to enhance 
yourself to be more com-
petent, acceptable and 
contemporary in your 
business or career. Do not 
allow the dynamism of 
times to make you obso-
lete. Strengthen yourself; 
don’t succumb to the tough 
times. Increasing the size 
of your strength reduces 
the potency of your ad-
versity, and makes it fizzle 
away easily.

Staying tough in 
tough times

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka
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led to various segments like 
Uber X, Uber Black, Uber 
SUV etcetera and also made 
drivers to partner with 
Uber. The service provided 
by Uber to riders and easy 
payments to drivers ac-
counted for a win. But again 
I will assert that Uber’s 
success is due to the fact 
that they touched a great 
market, had a great team 
and made a great product.

The moral of this whole 
discourse is to help cast light 
on the entrepreneurship in 
this clime to tow the line 
of efficiency, viability and 
currency in conceptualising 
business ideas and process-
es both for business success 
and societal impact as it is 
the practice in other more 
advanced cultures. Send me 
an SMS/WhatsApp mes-
sage or Call for more details 
and training opportunities.



Osinbajo commends local 
investors in South East

V
i c e  P r e s i d e n t  Y e m i 
Osinbajo has applaud-
e d the entrepreneur-
ial capabilities of the 
management and staff 

of Krisoral and Company Limited, 
a  m e mb e r  o f  K r i s o ra l  G ro u p  o f 
Companies ,  that  has  kept  them 
in business, despite the economic 
recession in the country.

The v ic e  president ,  while  on 
t o u r  o f  u l t ra - m o d e r n  f a c t o r i e s 
owned by Krisoral and Company 
L i m i t e d ,  T h u r s d ay,  i n  c o n t i n u -
at i o n  o f  h i s  i n d u s t r i a l  t o u r  o f 
A n a mb ra  S t at e ,  a p p l a u d e d  t h e 
sheer enterprise that is going on 
at the Harbour Industrial Estate, 
Onitsha.

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h at  h e  w a s  i n 
Onitsha on b ehalf  of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari, to see how 
t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  p e r fo r m i n g 
a n d  p ro m i s e d  t h at  t h e  Fe d e ra l 
Government,  would supp ort en-
trepreneurs in Nigeria, to continue 
to help Government in creating 
employment for the people, espe-
cially the youths.

In his words, “Let me say how 
pleased I am to be here to see the 
sheer enterprise that is going on 
in this place, the business acumen, 
the entrepreneurial skills that we 
have seen, has become very clear 
that this is  truly the hot-b e d of 
industrialisation in Nigeria and I 
am very pleased to see all of these.

“I  am here on the instruction 
of Mr. President to see for myself 
first hand, the types of industries 
that are going on lo cally and of 
c ours e we have chos en to c ome 
here first,  because this is one of 
the most active places in the coun-
try, by local industries.

“In whatever way we can assist, 
we will and we are already speak-
ing to  Governor Will ie  Obiano, 
who has laid out so many things 
he expects us to do and hopefully, 
we will be able to them.

“ You c ould als o  notic e  that  I 
came along with the Minister of 
Lab our and pro ductiv ity,  Chris 
Ngige, because job creation is so 
important to this administration, 
to ensure that we create jobs and 
opportunities for our people. 

“So, I am excited to be here and 
I  want to  thank you for  a  very 
warm welcome. I have seen a lot 
and I will be reporting back to Mr. 
President and whatever we can 
do to support the Harbour Indus-

trial Estate in Onitsha and other 
industrial estates in the country, 
we will do”. 

Governor Willie Obiano,  who 
was also impressed with activities 
at Krisoral and Company Limited 
affirmed that the company would 
continue to grow to provide em-
ployment for the people of Anam-
bra State.

Chris  Oranu Chidume,  Group 
Managing Director, Krisoral Group 
of Companies, while guiding the 
vice president and his entourage 
on tour of the Roll-On-Pilfer-Proof 
(ROPP) and High Density Polyeth-
ylene (HDPE) closures factories, 
explained that the firm has scaled 
up the capacity of its plants, from 
2 billion caps per annum to 4 bil-
lion caps per annum; an increase 
of 100 percent.

The Kris oral  Group chairman 
also explained that Krisoral and 
Company Limited, produces ROPP 
caps of different dimensions, High 
Density Polyethylene caps, which 
comes in carbonated or non-car-
b onate d forms;  printe d or plain 
o f  d i ff e re n t  c o l o u r s  a n d  i n  t h e 
sizes of 28mm, 30mm and 41.5mm. 

The company also produces drug 
dispensing cups and PVC Shrink 
Labels.

“It is the first indigenous com-
p a n y  i n  N i g e r i a ,  t o  h a v e  f u l l 
process of ROPP cap and the only 
company today that has top and 
side emb ossments te chnology,  a 
development he said many people 
are not aware of.  The Factories 
directly employs about 120 staff 
and indirectly employs over 800 
persons”

He also explained that the ca-
pacit ies  of  the two plants  as  at 
2 0 1 2  w e re  ab o ut  2  b i l l i o n  c a p s 
per annum, which has now been 
upgraded to about 4 billion caps 
per annum, stressing that a lot of 
expansion has occurred between 
2 0 1 2 ,  t h e  ye a r  t h e y  w e re  c o m -
m i s s i o n e d  b y  fo r m e r  P re s i d e n t 
G o o d l u c k  E b e l e  J o n at h a n ,  a n d 
now, 2016.

This capacity according to him 
is enough to relieve companies in 
Nigeria, especially Pharmaceutical 
and Beverage c ompanies,  of  the 
rigors and stress of importing the 
same closures from abroad. 

O r a n u  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  m a n y 

p e ople may not know that such 
a facility exists locally and may 
still be importing, he complained 
that the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) is strangulating their busi-
nesses by not giving them funds 
to import, in other words, paying 
more for less.  He then called on 
end User Companies to utilize this 
opportunity to add value to their 
business, as what they are look-
ing for overseas are here at their 
doorstep.

O n  qu a l i t y,  h e  s a i d  t h at  t h e 
products are of high quality as it 
goes through compressed technol-
ogy. “Nothing can change the qual-
ity of the products, because of the 
precision of the technology. The 
precision guarantees smoothness, 
is dirt less and provides consisten-
cy in dimension. It is a technology 
that says put your raw materials 
and go and sleep”.

The vice president was accom-
panied on the tour of the factories 
b y  W i l l i e  O b i a n o ,  g o ve r n o r  o f 
Anambra State and Chris Emeka 
Ngige, the Honorable Minister of 
Labour and Productivity.

Sunday Business
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…marvels at Krisoral Group’s exploits

Vice President Osinbajo
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Ninbiz, e-Commerce 
platform open shops in 
Nigerian market

I
n order to consolidate the 
growth of the Nigerian 
e-commerce business 
environment, Ninbiz, an 

online e-commerce platform 
has launched its services into 
the Nigerian market that will 
offer ideal online market 
where customers’ need are 
met on every level.

Ninbiz which is designed 
to redefine e-commerce busi-
ness in the country is a fu-
sion of social network and 
the traditional e-commerce 
and its services go beyond 

buying products online be-
cause of the interactive na-
ture of the platform. 

Speaking at the unveiling 
in Lagos, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Ninbiz e-commerce, 
Oboye Olutoni Olutobi said 
the platform provides an 
avenue where buyers and 
sellers can actively inter-
act, negotiate, get personal 
discounts and have better 
product delivery rate.

According to him, ’’The 
Ninbiz idea came about the 
need to create ideal e-com-
merce environment that will 
actually make business grow, 
and not just help Nigerians 
sell their products online, but 
to completely redefine what 
is previously known about 
e-commerce, because it is a 
fusion of social networking 
and traditional e-commerce.’’

He said that, ‘’Buyers and 
sellers don’t have to be big 
before they are seen on the 
platform, it is designed in 
such a way that buyers and 
sellers will always come up 

on the top search results 
when customers around 
your store lo cation are 
searching for their products 
and services.

‘’The registration to Ninbiz 
is completely free, what this 
means is that you can create 
your store on the platform, 
sell, make profit and get your 
business to grow and get to 
be known without having 
to pay.’’

‘’A business on Ninbiz can 
create poll, send notification 
to customers, have a discus-

sion forum to relate with 
customers, advertise events, 
send invites and its business 
page is seamlessly integrated 
with other social networking 
sites’’, he added.   

A statement said Oboye 
Olutoni Olutobi is a Graduate 
of Botany from the Federal 
University of Agriculture, 
Abeokuta, Ogun State. He 
delved into the world of in-
formation technology after 
graduation and has under-
gone several courses in web 
design and development. He 
has worked with Tell An-
gels Nigeria, an IT Company 
where he further developed 
his knowledge in web design, 
development and program-
ming.

Before setting up Ninbiz, 
Oboye has worked with 
a couple of local and for-
eign based web developers 
mostly from India and the 
United States which further 
exposed him to numerous 
possibilities in the creation 
of an e-commerce platform.  

S
tarTimes, the fastest 
growing pay-TV op-
erator in Africa, has 
entered into a partner-

ship with  One Champion-
ship for broadcast rights of 
its martial arts sports media 
property. According to the 
deal, StarTimes will screen 
the world-class MMA (Mixed 
Martial Arts) content to its 
various fans across Africa. 
Both local and international 
content revolving around the 
MMA talents will be show-
cased.

Victor Cui, CEO of ONE 
Championship, revealed: 
“ONE Championship contin-
ues to push the boundaries 
of mixed martial arts (MMA) 
in Asia by extending our 
reach to fans of the sport in 
Africa. There is huge poten-
tial for growth in Africa and 
obviously in China where 
we have focused our efforts. 

Startimes partners One Championship to screen 
mixed martial arts content in Africa

The growth of the sport of 
MMA is one of the key fac-
tors in helping nations de-
velop their local sporting in-
dustries and ONE is proud to 
lead the charge”.

 Guo Ziqi, Vice President 
of StarTimes, said: “As the 
most influential and fastest-
growing digital TV operator 
in Pan-Africa, StarTimes has 
been dedicated to bringing 
exciting sports content and 
quality service to African au-
diences. As MMA and combat 
sports like boxing are gaining 
popularity in Africa, we built 
our Sports Arena channel into 
a channel dedicated to these 
sports”. 

She also added: “ONE Cham-
pionship will be showcased 
to Africa as flagship content. 
Unique to ONE as compared to 
other MMA events, the promo-
tion is closer to home and re-
ally connects with local fans. 

I
nternational gospel ar-
tiste SINACH; sensational 
R&B and soul singer, Timi 
Dakolo; international 
star, contemporary Chris-

tian singer and songwriter, 
Frank Edwards and the high 
life soul singer, Sunny Neji, are 
amongst artists ready to set 
the city of Lagos on fire at the 
3rd edition of Light Up Music 
and Arts Concert scheduled to 
hold today at the Landmark 
Event Centre, Victoria Island, 
Lagos.

Excitement has shot up 
among their numerous fans, 
as this is the first time this 
carefully selected combina-
tion will be performing in 
Nigeria. Also to further thrill 
the guests, the super-hilarious 
Helen Paul will be on ground 
as the MC/Stand-up come-
dian. Other key artists include 
Fast rising pop-gospel artist, 
ADA and upcoming and wave 
making  Afro-gospel singer, 
Da’Musik, who are set to Light 
up the mood with their hi-up 
and soul lifting songs.

In addition to the previous 
year’s special Orchestra per-
formance this year’s event 
will also be featuring a Grand 
Piano performance by Ayo 
Bankole Junior.

According to the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Red Ribbon 
Limited (the organisers of 
the event), Tunde Shofowora, 
“this year’s event, remains a 
night of glamour, exquisite 
wines, gourmet cuisine and 

aficionados wrapped in one 
phenomenal Christmas pres-
ent to set the best mood for 
the Christmas season. It also 
provides a unique platform 
for organisations to give a 
treat to their valuable cus-
tomers and agents while also 
creating great networking 
opportunities.”

This year’s Glam event, is 
also being made colourful with 
a special Red Carpet expected 
to attract some of the best Nol-
lywood stars and key dignitar-
ies while Nouveau Wonder 
artist, Oresegun Olumide will 
also be exhibiting live his un-

usual stunningly hyper-real-
istic style of art works along 
with other selected artists.

The event commences 
with a grand cocktail/clas-
sical quartet on a Gold Car-
pet to be anchored by the 
ace photo specialist, Kelechi 
Amadi Obi. This year’s event 
according to Tunde Shofo-
wora has been packaged 
uniquely looking at the ar-
ray of artists selected to help 
steer the joy of the season in 
the hearts of all attendees.

“Light Up” is an annual Mu-
sic & Arts Concert which at-
tracts top executives and high 
profile customers of respec-
tive corporate organisations to 
usher in the Christmas Season.

It is a special night of Songs, 
Dance-Drama, Orchestra, 
Choreography and Comedy, 
featuring eminent African 
& International inspirational 
singers & artistes.

The two previous editions 
of Light Up were exclusively 
well attended. The second 
edition which held last year 
November 29th featured the 
award winning American 
R&B & Jazz singer, song writer 
& actress, Chante Moore, the 
Elegant Stallion, Lady Onyeka 
Onwenu,multi-talented rap-
per & singer, TB1, Nigeria’s 
Best Gospel Artist, Frank Ed-
wards (aka Rich Boy), Super 
Star Reggae Maestro Buchi, 
Nigeria’s leading saxophon-
ist, Mike Aremu and The Ayo 
Bankole Orchestra.

Excitement builds up as Light Up 
Music & Arts Concert holds today

Oboye Olutoni Olutobi

ONE has a substantial number 
of Asian athletes including Chi-
nese athletes who exhibit skill, 
honor and humility. StarTimes 
is able to get a grasp on ONE 
Championship’s core DNA 
deeper”.

 StarTimes Nigeria COO, 
Tunde Aina, said, “African 
MMA athletes are also excited 
to have great opportunities to 
be seen in action by their fans 
back home. ONE Champion-
ship is truly a world-class pro-
motion and one of the biggest 
internationally. 

StarTimes is delighted at 
bringing the ONE Champion-
ship close to African and Nige-
rians viewers. It will offer great 
entertainment pleasure and 
viewing delight to our huge 
number of viewers in Africa 
and Nigeria and will be a great 
platform to promote martial 
arts and excite its fans and TV 
viewers in general.

Tunde Shofowora
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B
reaking someone’s 
trust is like crum-
pling up a perfect 
piece of paper. You 
can smooth it over 

but it’s never going to be the 
same again. Sometimes it’s not 
the people who change; it’s the 
mask that falls off.

Mr. David Badmus, a 100 
level computer engineering stu-
dent in one of the universities in 
Nigeria who is still roaming the 
streets of Lagos hoping to find a 
good Samaritan, says this year 
has been the worst year of his 
life having lost his father seven 
months ago in a ghastly motor 
accident.

“My father’s death came as 
a rude shock to everyone that 
knew him. We did not see it 
coming at all because he was 
hale and hearty before he em-
barked on a business trip that 
fateful day,” David began amidst 
tears.

David said he was in a 
friend’s house when he got 
a call that his attention was 
urgently needed at home. He 
immediately hurried home 
only to see his mother weeping 
uncontrollably.

“Collins and I have been 
friends for long time. We ap-
plied to study different courses 
in the same university, I secured 
admission but my friend didn’t. 
So, I always go around his place 
when I had the time to cheer 
him up.

“The house was empty that 
day and I left for Collins’s place 
when boredom got the better 
part of me. I was enjoying my 
time with Collins when my 
phone rang. It was my mother’s 
number.

“I picked it up but I heard a 
man’s voice instead. That wasn’t 
my Dad’s voice or has someone 
stolen my mother’s phone I 
thought almost immediately 
but the next few words that 
came out of the man’s mouth 
sent me running home with 
Collins trying to catch up with 
me while he kept asking, ‘O boy, 
wetin happen?’”

In response, David said he 
had no slightest idea but he 
knew something was cer-
tainly wrong. His mother was 
supposed to be at work. Why 
would someone be calling with 
her phone? Has her mother 
been kidnapped? Or has some-
thing befallen her? He knew he 
had to get home to find answers 
to the numerous questions in 
his mind that was begging for 
answers.

Immediately he stepped his 
leg inside his compound and 
sighted his mother who was 

surrounded by sympathisers 
crying like a new born baby, 
David said he did not need a 
prophet to tell him that some-
one had died in his family.

“When I got inside the house 
and asked what was happening. 
I was told that my father is dead. 
My mother couldn’t utter any 
meaningful sentence at that 
moment and I could understand 
why. She had just lost her hus-
band and the load of taking care 
of six children which was not 
an easy job for two is going to 
rest on her shoulders.

“My younger sister, Mar-
tha had gone for tutorials in 
preparation for her JAMB ex-
amination. The rest had gone 
back to school. That night my 
mother told me how she got a 
call while attending to a patient 
that the car my father boarded 
had an accident. Few people 
survived but my dad wasn’t one 
of them,” David said with so 
much pain, forcing back tears.

According to David, the 
next weeks that followed 
saw them all running around 
to see that his father got the 
befitting burial that he de-
served. After the burial, David 
said they barely had enough 
money to meet pressing needs 
because the burial had gulped 
a substantial amount of the 
little his parents had saved 
for unforeseen contingencies.

“Life was not all rosy for us 
before the demise of my fa-
ther but it got pretty difficult 

after he died to the point that 
my mother suggested some 
of us go live with relatives to 
ease the heavy burden rest-
ing on her shoulders while 
she tried to get a better pay-
ing job.

“My younger brother, Phil-
ip went to live with my uncle 
and Charles, my immediate 
elder is staying with my Dad’s 
younger sister but I never 
liked the idea of having to 
live with anyone. My mother 
tried so hard to persuade me 
but she saw that I had made 
up my mind on staying at 
home with her, she let me be,” 
he said.

He continued: ‘‘my problem 
began three months ago when 
one of my Aunts that resides 
in Lagos visited. Aunty Grace 
is one of those very few people 
that showed me more than 
she told me that I was way 
too special. Another person of 
course is my mother and she 
genuinely meant it. 

“Anytime Aunty Grac e 
visited, she always came with 
some goodies, most of which 
land on my laps. She came for 
my father’s burial but left in a 
hurry because of her job but 
promised to visit again. So, 
when Aunty ‘me’, as I fondly call 
her called my mother sometime 
in September to say she was 
visiting in a week, my joy knew 
no bounds’’

When David’s Aunty visited 
and saw his mother in such a 

pitiable state struggling to take 
care of three big boys and a girl, 
she volunteered to assist. She 
promised to help David secure 
a well-paying job in Lagos so 
he could save up money to 
complete his tertiary education.

“My mother told her (Aunty 
Grace) that she (my mother) 
has been trying to persuade 
me to go live with some of our 
relatives until she finds her 
feet but I’ve refused to live 
with anybody. She told Aunty 
Grace to talk me into going to 
live with her but Aunty Grace 
is not anybody to me because 
she showers me with gifts like 
no other. So, when she asked if I 
could come live with her, I asked 
her when we were leaving for 
Lagos.

“This came as a huge relief 
to my mother who has been 
battling to take care of three 
big boys and a girl since my 
two siblings were already living 
with relatives,” he said.

Two days later, David jour-
neyed to Lagos with Aunty 
Grace with the hope of enjoy-
ing the kind of life she (Aunty 
Grace) had promised him but 
a day after he stepped his foot 
into Lagos, the mask she (Aunty 
Grace) was wearing all these 
years fell off.

David continued: “The night 
before we left for Lagos, Aunty 
Grace told my family and me 
that there were enough jobs 
in Lagos to go round. She said 
secondary school dropouts 

She brought me to Lagos with her 
sugar-coated tongue… now shows me hell

had decent jobs and being an 
undergraduate, I stood a better 
chance of securing a better job.

“While I was packing my 
luggage that day, my siblings 
sat staring at me. They wished 
they were me at that point, I 
could see it in their eyes. When 
I finally got to the much-talked-
about Lagos, I knew my coming 
was a huge mistake.

“I got to know that Aunty 
Grace had been pretending all 
these while. She was not as rich 
as she made us believe she was; 
she does not work in any big of-
fice as the secretary because she 
sells hair extensions in Oshodi 
market. The building housing 
the tiny room she lives in was in 
a secluded area as if the building 
was ashamed of itself.”

According to him, the fol-
lowing day his Aunt gave him 
several rules and regulations. It 
was only then that it dawned 
on David that his Aunt had 
other plans for bringing him 
to Lagos.

“A few days after we arrived 
Lagos, Aunty Grace told me that 
I would start hawking plantain 
chips and if I didn’t make any 
money, I should not expect to 
eat anything. I could not believe 
my ears; was this woman jok-
ing or something? I later got to 
know that she wasn’t because 
her facial expressions said it all.

“For the past two months, I 
have been hawking plantain 
chips around Oke-Afa, Isolo 
and Airport road. I’m tired of 
spreading myself in the sun 
on a daily basis in the name 
of hawking chips. I’ve told her 
I want to go back home since 
she did not live up to her prom-
ise but she just ignored my 
pleas. Some days she starves 
me because the chips I hawk 
is poorly made and most times 
I end up not selling up to a 
quarter of it.

“I have thoughts of running 
back to the village but where 
will I get the money from? I 
have reached out to my mother 
but she found it difficult to 
believe that my Aunt would 
ever treat me in such a manner. 
She promised to send down 
some money but I’m running 
out of patience. It gets worse 
every second I spend with this 
two-faced woman. Most of the 
people I approach on the road 
for help seem not to believe 
my story and end up telling me 
to go do something with my 
young life.

“While I wait for my mother 
to find an avenue to send down 
some money, I pray some Good 
Samaritan will show up and 
make my wait a shorter one. 
Aunty Grace made me believe 
that she cared but I’ve come to 
realise in a painful way that 
she lied.”

CHINWE AGBEZE

CHINWEABGEZE@YAHOO.COM 08038891567ThisLife
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Pastor Oyeleke Owolabi, president of Seventh Day Adventist Church, Western Nigerian 
Union Conference and pro-chancellor, Babcock University/Chairman of Governing Council, 
in this interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU said that spirituality, which is very important in 
any form of education, is lacking in Nigeria today. He also spoke on other issues. Excerpts:   

‘Nigeria’s major problem is 
religion without spirituality’

As the Pro-Chancellor of the first 
private university in Nigeria, how 
would you rate private tertiary insti-
tutions in Nigeria so far?

P
rivate education is just the 
right antidote to educational 
problem we have in Nigeria, 
especially at the tertiary in-
stitution level because edu-

cational project is one significant proj-
ect you can ever embark upon. If you 
look at the countries making it in the 
world in the areas of petroleum sector, 
they invest very heavily on private ed-
ucation. It has come to our notice that 
private institution offers more qualita-
tive, pragmatic education, so without 
private institution in Nigeria our edu-
cational system by now would have 
collapsed. And also, private university 
is more or less like a competitor to the 
federal and state owned universities. 
Before now, only government was in-
volved in educational developmental 
project but it looked as if nobody was 
even investing in it, but now that we 
have these private universities com-
ing onboard the level has changed and 
there is more seriousness in the pub-
lic universities, and things are getting 
better. I was in Abuja at the National 
Universities Commission (NUC) sec-
retariat where 8 private universities 
were approved and among them is 
Clifford University that belongs to the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church and 
by the grace of God we are taking off 
by January.

How can we tackle the challenges 
of brain-drain and the issue of having 
more people going out of the country 
to study for higher degrees?

The exodus we are experiencing 
now is because the government and 
the nation have failed to produce a 
standardised educational system at 
masters and doctoral degree level. I 
must tell you that in those advanced 
countries like US and the United King-
dom, by the time they enter the uni-
versity they are very sure of the very 
day if not the hour you are going to 
graduate. It’s very disappointing and 
frustrating when you see somebody 
who applied for masters in Nigeria, a 
programme that is supposed to last for 
18 months, he is spending four years, 
five years, but when you go to these 
advanced countries, the day you reg-
ister you are very sure of the day of 
your graduation, and the worse is that 
of PhD. In Nigeria today, they say ‘Pull 
him Down’ that is now the definition 
of PhD, so some individuals with PhD 
seems to be monopolising the degree 
as if they were born with it. In ad-
vanced country where some of our 
students are running to, the lecturers, 

supervisor, project managers, internal 
and external examiners are all putting 
their best to produce the best product. 
But, in Nigeria nobody cares about 
this, so that’s why I thank God for the 
private universities that are coming 
up, it is the right antidote for the edu-
cational decadence we are experienc-
ing in Nigeria today.

It is common place to hear people 
talk about Nigerian graduates not be-
ing employable, as the Pro-Chancellor 
of the first private university in Nige-
ria, do you agree with this position?

There is no need for us to be hid-
ing the facts, our graduates are they 
employable? It’s very disheartening 
for somebody, a student who studied 
mechanical engineering, electrical 
engineering at undergraduate and 
graduate levels, yet he cannot repair 
his own vehicle at home, he has to go 
to the road-side mechanic to fix the 
car. What we are talking about here 
is that our approach to education is 
deficient, it is elitist in nature. There 
should be theoretical and there 
should be practical aspects, but look 
at all our Polytechnics today which 
are meant for technical and voca-
tional assignments, they are now 
turned into theory, reading book 
and memorising theories and formu-
las which will not put food on our ta-
ble. So, people are not being properly 
trained and when this is not done, 

they cannot do any other thing than 
to go to government and begin to 
speak grammar everyday in the of-
fice: whereas I expect a graduate of 
mechanical engineering, electrical 
engineering to be on their own, es-
tablish a standard workshop where 
people can bring their vehicles to be 
properly fixed, but they cannot do 
automation. So, many of our insti-
tutions lack the needed equipment 
that will enhance the performance 
of the grandaunds we are producing 
in Nigeria today.

As a pastor and academician, how 
can we balance the teachings on faith 
and reasoning?

It is unfortunate that some of the 
early philosophers believed that edu-
cation is limited to reasoning; that is 
not true. There is difference between 
education and holistic education, like 
in communication; we have verbal 
communication and non-verbal com-
munication. Communication is not 
limited to verbal or is it limited to non-
verbal, so education is not limited to 
reasoning; education holistically, com-
prehensively is of four major dimen-
sions and that impart the whole pro-
cess of learning. Number one, we have 
physical education, there is a physical 
part of education that actually em-
powers the students to know how to 
use their hands, legs, their body, it is 
physical; then there is mental educa-

tion that has to do with reasoning, the 
mind – that’s mental education. Then 
there is what we call social education, 
our parents, grand, great grandmoth-
ers, fathers did not go to any univer-
sity but they had moral education that 
positively impacted the society where 
they lived and things were better than 
what we are having now. There is an 
aspect of social life in education and 
last but not the least; there is spiritual 
education, so the physical, mental, 
social and the spiritual have to come 
together. What am I talking about, if 
you have a very powerful brilliant 
medical doctor and he is not morally 
sound, you have just produced a very 
successful doctor arm-robber because 
that’s immoral, he doesn’t have con-
science, he doesn’t know God, has lot 
of misconduct on ethics of medicine. 
You have a male teacher who does 
not have spiritual education – he will 
be abusing the female students in the 
class because there is no moral educa-
tion; you have a police officer who has 
gone to college and there is no spiri-
tual aspect to his training, he will be 
collecting bribes and becomes a uni-
form beggar on the streets; you have 
a politician who has gone to serve but 
steal out of it, so he becomes a politi-
cal tout. So, spirituality is very impor-
tant in any form of education; in fact, 
no education is complete without its 
spiritual aspect, and that is what we 
are lacking in Nigeria today. Can you 
just imagine, millions are being stolen 
from the treasury by highly educated 
politicians because spirituality is ab-
sent in their lives.  

Talking about corruption in gov-
ernment circles, every political leader 
in this country identifies with one re-
ligion or the other, yet corruption is 
endemic, where is the place of God in 
Nigeria?  

It is one thing to be religious; it’s 
another thing to be spiritual. Many 
of our leaders today irrespective of 
their religious affiliation are just only 
religious but are not spiritual. Where 
in the Bible was it said that stealing is 
allowed, bribery is allowed? Where do 
you see in the holy Quran that bribery 
is allowed, stealing is exonerated, even 
in African traditional religion it is a ta-
boo to steal, and stealing is something 
that nobody wants to identify with. 
Stealing is anti-society, anti-moral, 
and therefore, it’s not welcome in the 
society, so all those top politicians, 
public office holders, people in elective 
positions are there not because they 
are spiritual, they only claim to be 
religious which does not affect their 
lifestyles. That is why we have these 
crises in Nigeria today.
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Steps to stop hackers from 
taking over your smart phone

C002D5556 Sunday 04 December 2016

D
o you notice apps opening by 
‘themselves’ or battery drain-
ing much faster than normal, 
if yes, then your smartphone 
may have been hacked. 

Even if you keep your smartphone safe 
in your pocket or purse, it is still at risk 
for picking up a virus or leaking data to 
thieves. Hackers do not need physical ac-
cess to your phone to steal your personal 
information or infect the device with 
malware. They infiltrate your phone with 
innocent-looking apps or link to it via 
unsecured Wi-Fi networks. You can keep 
hackers from getting the upper hand by 
taking steps to secure your smartphone.

Step 1
Lock your phone when you are not 

using it. Set a password and change it 
regularly to prevent others from guess-
ing it. Lock patterns are an alternative 
if you have trouble remembering your 
password. Your phone may also have 
a facial-recognition lock feature. If this 
is on, the device unlocks only when 
the camera detects your face. Voice recog-
nition is another option; with this turned 
on, your phone needs to hear your voice 
say a specific word or phrase to unlock.

Step 2
Activate your phone’s tracker capabil-

ity, if it has one. If your phone supports 
this feature, you can see its location on a 
map and track the device when it moves. 
If your phone is stolen or lost, use the 
tracker app to lock it remotely. This makes 
it harder for hackers to access your data.

Step 3
Update your phone’s firmware to the 

most current version. Many phones do 
this for you automatically, but if you have 
turned this option off, you will need to 
download the update manually. You can 
download the latest update directly from 
your phone. Alternatively, connect your 
phone to the  computer  and launch the 
software that came with the device. The 
application will connect to the download 

Web page and install the firmware on 
your phone.

Step 4
Install apps on your phone only if they 

come from a trusted source, such as the 
manufacturer’s app store. Most official 
app stores verify the authenticity of their 
products, so they are much safer. Before 
downloading any app, read the descrip-
tion and reviews so you understand what 
you are getting.

Step 5
Check an app’s permissions before 

installing it. If an app requests access to 
your personal information, do not install 
it or deny the request.

Step 6
Avoid leaving your phone alone in 

a public place, such as on a restaurant 
table or on your office desk. If you must 
leave the phone, keep it locked and hide 
it somewhere, such as in a drawer, to 
prevent theft.

Step 7
Delete text messages from unknown 

senders that ask for your information, 
and avoid clicking links in messages. 
Some hackers send messages that appear 
to be from your bank or another trusted 
source. If you click the link in the message, 
the hacker can steal your information 
or install malware on the phone. Do not 
download apps via text message; this is a 
common way for hackers to infect your 
device.

Step 8
Access the Internet on your phone 

only from a secure Wi-Fi network. Wi-Fi 
networks that are not secure allow near-
by hackers to intercept your data when 
you get online. Do not do any shopping or 
banking on a public Wi-Fi network; hack-
ers can swipe your bank account number 
or other financial information. Instant-
messaging and other communications 
apps may contain security holes that al-
low hackers to snatch your personal data. 
If you have access to a cellular network, 
use it instead of public Wi-Fi.

Step 9
Protect your phone with an anti-virus 

app. Check your phone’s app store to see 
what is available for your device.



W
hen Nigerian 
Breweries Plc. 
a n d  A f r i c a n 
Artists’ Founda-
tion (AAF) an-

nounced the Call for Entries for 
the ninth edition of the National 
Art Competition (NAC), entitled 
‘Shifting Boundaries’ on August 
25, 2016, Godwin Uzoji was among 
the over 1,000 aspiring artists that 
applied to enter the competition.

Going by ‘Shifting Boundaries’, 
the title of the competition, which 
is near abstract, Uzoji and other 
artists faced very hard challenge 
of creating works that will best 
interpret or reflect the title be-
sides proving to the veteran panel 
of judges led by George Oshodi 
that the eventual wining work 
deserves the feat.

Hence, Uzoji set out with a work 
he entitled Homelessness, De-
spair and Hope; a breathtaking 
artwork he created with coconut 
shells. The work elucidates issues 
that surround the condition of 
the Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs). To distinguish the work, 
Uzoji chose the tent as metaphor 

Arts
Shifts Boundaries with art

OBINNA EMELIKE

for those who lost their physical 
boundaries by the sheer brut of 
force, either human force or the 
force of natural phenomena.

Speaking on his work, Uzoji says, 
“I see boundaries as the edges of 
one’s comfort zone and any shift in 
this, which is not voluntary; most 
often results in unpleasant con-
ditions. Here, there is a seeming 
shelter which cannot shelter one 
against the elements, the nega-
tive spaces created as the coconut 
shells lay side by side, reveals the 
vulnerability of these IDPs; as the 
tent cannot hold against sunray 
and rainfall”.

To further explain the connec-
tion between his work and the 
title of the completion, Uzoji notes 
that like the unprotected coconut 
shells, the IDPs he captures in his 
work are exposed to various kinds 
of exploitations; from sexual, un-
derpaid labour to alleged issue of 
diversion of relief materials.

These are the issues, the young 
artist tries to capture and por-
trays in his work.  But beyond 
the scenario, there is a silver lin-
ing, which is a ray of hope in the 
midst of despair. Uzoji represents 
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this hope with gold and silver foil 
forming a linear pattern around 
the tent, as well as, doting different 
sections of the work.

For the artist, the rising hope 
for the IDPs can be sustained by 
collective effort that can be chan-
neled towards alleviating their 
plight. “The work is a call on us 
all, especially those saddled with 
responsibility to reside in the 
premise of these responsibilities”, 
Uzoji says in conclusion.

These enthralling details were 
what the panel of judges including: 
George Oshodi, Akintunde Disu, 
Olajide Bello, Patrick Koshoni 
and Sandra Obiago saw and voted 
Godwin Uzoji as the winner of the 
ninth edition of the National Art 
Competition at the grand finale 
held recently in Victoria Island 
Lagos.

Uzoji emerged winner after beat-
ing other 11 artists at the grand 
finale. For his feat, Uzoji went 
home with N2 million and also 
won a solo exhibition at African 
Artists’ Foundation. As well, prizes 
were given to winners in other 
categories. N1 million each went 
to winner of the Outstanding Con-
cept and Outstanding Production 
respectively.

On behalf of the winners, Uzoji 
expressed his gratitude to the 
Nigerian Breweries and African 
Artists’ Foundation for giving the 
artists platform to further excel in 
their career. He promised to berth 
in higher levels of artistic produc-
tion using the NAC as springboard.

In his speech at the event, Nico-
laas Vervelde, managing director/
CEO, Nigerian Breweries Plc, notes, 
“With the National Art Competi-
tion, we have partnered with 
the African Artists’ Foundation 
to promote the development of 
contemporary art in Nigeria with 
the objective of raising awareness 
on relevant social issues using 
creative artistic expressions. We 
have aimed to project the role of 
arts as a tool for the reengineering 
of society towards the objective of 
achieving progress for our nation”.

Excited that Nigerian Breweries 
Plc marked its 70th anniversary 
on November 16, 2016, the CEO 
notes his delight to join the art 
community in viewing the final 
works of the competition and re-
warding artists that distinguished 
themselves in the competition.

Uzoji makes bold statement at NAC
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Lagos Jazz Series 2016: ‘There’s 
nothing like this’

S
o, despite all the economic chal-
lenges and political wahala, Lagos 
Jazz Series held its seventh series 
over the last weekend. In an ex-
traordinary collaboration with 

London’s Soho Radio, who beamed the 
event live, two days of Jazz, Soul and Funk 
thrilled all those fortunate to be there. 
Friday night at the Muri Okonola Park 
for the younger crowd was followed by 
a more sophisticated set at the prestigious 
Moorhouse Hotel on Saturday, but both 
audiences showed their appreciation by 
dance and applause.

One of the ‘raisons d’etre’ of the Jazz 
Series is the development of young local 
talent as they share the stage with in-
ternational artistes of repute. In the past 
we have seen local drummers and brass 
players joining Abyssinian Jazz Vespers 
and Marcus Millar.

This year soul legend Omar and Aver-
age White Band’s Hamish Stuart were 
backed by the LJS Quintet who yet again 
demonstrated the wealth of talent here 
in Nigeria. Both sets were opened by the 
bright and gifted Yvelle, a previous win-
ner of Nigeria’s Got Talent, with the ‘Lagos 
appropriate’ ‘Eyo’ and her first single “Time 
To Shine”. The park also witnessed an-
other young star of the future, Maka, who 
played songs from her new self-titled EP.

The Moorhouse, however, was for-
tunate to witness two other Nigerian 
troupes from both ends of the age spec-
trum. Dede Mabiaku demonstrated his 
fitness and voice as an ambassador to 
Ebami Eda as his band shook the house 

with Afrobeat classics, including Fela’s 
“Water No get Enemy” and “Palaver”. The 
audience was then blown away by Cape 
Town-based Cross-River indigene Etuk 
Ubong and his Quartet.

Styling his pacey, driven sound as 
Afric-Jazz, this newcomer to LJS was 
an instant hit. The crowd particularly 
showed their appreciation for his band, 
especially the lanky drummer whose 
antics belied genuine skills.

LJS founder, Oti Bazunu, in another in-
novative coup brought a troupe of seven 
musicians from Cape Verde. As a lover of 
the dulcet tones of the late Casoria Evora, 
he knew where to find African talent to 
showcase. Sandro, Lito Coolio and Lizan-
der thrilled everyone with a mix of Creole-
style jazz with some strong guitar, light 

reggae and crooning. Their obvious delight 
at being in Nigeria and mixing with musi-
cians and fans endeared them to everyone 
who came into contact with them.

Clearly, many at both houses had come 
for the more obvious star, Omar, who 
headlined at the park but older heads, 
brought up dancing to the Average White 
Band in the ‘70’s, were as excited about 
Hamish Stuart. Neither was disappointed.

At the park Omar kicked off to “I Want 
It To Be” quickly followed, to the obvious 
enjoyment of the ladies in the audience, 
by his greatest hit “There’s Nothing Like 
This”. When Hamish joined him on stage, 
they dueted on AWB’s “Work to Do” and 
his own “It’s So”. By now the sizeable crowd 
were up and boogieing and refused to sit 
down at the end of the show.
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5 minutes with Ngugi wa Thiongo’o

How has the 2016 Ake Festival been 
so far?
It’s been great. We are amazed by 

Lola’s energy. She is an incredible phenom-
enon. Despite all the days of planning and 
every day even now on the last day, her 
energy seems to multiply.

 
You too have a lot of energy. What keeps 

you going?
As a writer, there is always an idea that one 

day you may do that perfect novel. Even when 
you write, you realize that you have not yet 
written the perfect one. The desire to have one 
more go at it comes back and keeps us going.

 
Which challenges confront publishing 

in African languages today?
There are government policies, which 

are so terrible. African governments are 
the worst vis-à-vis African languages. You 
would think they would be the ones who 

Omar and Hamish and the band were 
called back and the encore of “Be Thank-
ful” included Omar bringing up a girl from 
the audience who dueted with him in 
soulful harmonies that had you thinking 
of Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrel.

Next day at the Moorhouse, Hamish’s 
own set, backed by an astonishing delivery 
of true funk by the LJS Quintet, included 
some of his more recent self-penned num-
bers like “Watch Going To Do For Me” and 
his homage to Muhammad Ali, “Mighty 
Fall”, a moving and powerful tribute to 
a man he called his friend. After all here 
was a person who had lived in California, 
backed Chaka Khan and Paul McCartney 
(for six years) and toured with Ringo Star’s 
All Stars.

The audience clearly came to enjoy 
AWB classics such as “Person To Person” 
and “Pick Up The Pieces” and he did not 
disappoint. Omar reprised his set from 
the Park with all the classic style of a man 
who has collaborated with Stevie Won-
der, amongst others. This was a night for 
basking in outstanding music played by 
outstanding musicians. Omar and Hamish 
came back on for not just one encore, a 
collaboration on AWB’s “Work To Do”, but 
for a second when Omar repeated his duet 
with the same girl, Amaka, who had been 
invited back as a guest of the house.

Yet again, Oti’s ferocious determination 
to keep Lagos Jazz Series at the forefront 
of African music festivals, despite all the 
obvious difficulties and “penkelemes”, has 
won through. As the audience downed 
their last glass of “Catuma” and made their 
way home, they knew that LJS had proven 
“There’s Nothing Like This”!

other. We spend all our resources contribut-
ing to foreign languages. Ninety percent of 
the resources collected from each and every 

one of the speakers of African languages 
contribute to English and French. 

 
How did you get a publisher to pub-

lish your novels in your native language, 
Gikuyu?

I had a sympathetic publisher in Heine-
mann Kenya. Henry Chakava who was 
heading the company was very helpful and 
committed. Without a committed publisher 
it is difficult for a writer to get a break in 
their local language. Henry made it pos-
sible for those before me to get published 
in Gikuyu. We need publishers who will 
say even though there are difficulties right 
now, I would commit a bit of my resources 
to African languages or even one African 
language. 

 
If you had only one dollar, what would 

you spend it on?
The perfect story (laughs).

are championing African languages with 
their policies, making it possible for these 
languages to have conversations with each 

Ngugi wa Thiongo’o, legendary writer and author of Weep Not Child, Wizard of the Crow, among other novels, was the headliner guest for the recently concluded Ake Arts and Book Festival in Abeokuta, 
Ogun State. Thanks to Lola Shoneyin, the director of the festival and her team, visitors got to spend five whole days with Ngugi. There were discussions, laughter, and grievances aired about the Nobel 
Laureate committee not awarding this year’s literature prize to him. What matters to Ngugi is language, preserving and elevating local dialects on the continent. “We all draw from the same ocean of sounds,” 
he says. NMADIUTO UCHE caught him on tape for some brief minutes. Excerpts:
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Soap for Hope lifts communities
Transcorp Hilton Abuja has launched 

‘Soap for Hope’ a corporate social 
responsibility initiative to recover, 

recycle and donate used soap bars to the 
local community. With the aim of saving 
lives by promoting hygiene, ‘Soap for Hope’ 
is a tripartite partnership between Trans-
corp Hilton Abuja, Sealed Air Diversey and 
ACE Charity.

At the launch event which took place at 
Transcorp Hilton Abuja, Sealed Air Diversey 
representatives taught the hotel and ACE 
Charity teamsto recycle and process the 
used soaps using a cold compress method. 
The entire process which melts used soap 
and sanitizers to create new and recycled 
soap bars takes less than 15 minutes.The 
recycled soap bars are then donated to 
communities which lack access to soap and 
sanitation by the hotel’s community partners, 
ACE Charity.

An estimated seven million children in 
developing countries, including Nigeria, 
pass away every year due to diarrheal and 
respiratory diseases which can be prevented 
by a simple but effective practice: proper 
hand-washing with soap. However, for many 
families mired in poverty, a bar of soap can be 
an unaffordable luxury. ‘Soap for Hope’ will 
distribute thousands of soap bars to disadvan-
taged children and communities in Abuja and 
in the process help vulnerable people make a 
small sustainable living.

In his remarks at the launch, Etienne Gail-

liez, general manager, Transcorp Hilton Abuja 
said, “We are excited to be able to support the 
communities where we live, work and travel 
through the ‘Soap for Hope’ initiative. With the 
support of our community partners, we will 
continue to explore ways and means to add 
value to the project and empower the needy.’’

Commenting on the launch of Sealed 
Air Diversey’s Soap For Hope programme at 
Transcorp Hilton Abuja Maxime Verstraete, 

Vice President, Corporate Responsibility, Hil-
ton said: “It is fantastic to see Transcorp Hilton 
Abuja become the first hotel in Nigeria and the 
third Hilton hotel in Africa to join the ‘Soap 
for Hope’ soap recycling program, which will 
help to preserve the environment and support 
communities in need. Hilton is the largest hotel 
company to recycle soap across the world, 
with close to 1,500 properties engaged in soap 
recycling. Since October 2013, our hotels in the 

Middle East and Africa have already helped 
recycle nearly 300 tonnes of soap, and with 
Transcorp Hilton Abuja joining the program, 
we will be able to do even more.”

Stefan Phang, Sealed Air’s Regional CSR 
and Sustainability Director, said: “Soap for 
Hope is a program that directly engages the 
local people in helping their own community. 
At the same time, Sealed Air is also helping 
our hotel customers on waste recycling. 
Through this program, we hope to contribute 
to a cleaner and healthier environment in 
Nigeria and create shared value for everyone 
involved – our company, our customers and 
the community.”

Kiki James, founder, ACE Charity, said: 
“We are extremely thrilled about bringing 
this concept to life with the Transcorp Hilton, 
Abuja as we have discussed this idea for a few 
years and finally, we have the right fit. With 
‘Soap for Hope’, lives will be saved under our 
affordable health care focus. Children in less 
privileged areas suffer and die from a lot of 
avoidable diseases, which they will now be 
able to combat easily, simply by receiving our 
recycled soap and teaching them how to look 
after themselves better with simple memo-
rable hand washing techniques.”

Soap For Hope™ has been launched in 
62 cities and 22 countries together with 249 
partner hotels. To-date, 750 tons of used soap 
has been recycled into 6.2 million bars of soap 
and every year, about 400,000 people in local 
communities benefit from the programme.

King Sunny Ade’s symbolic guitar for auction

K
ing sunny Ade popularly known 
as KSA is a conveyor of African 
beat. Over 30 years ago, he has trail-
blazed in music industry interna-
tionally working with Jimmy Cliff, 

Steve Wonder Manu Dibango, Youssou N’Dour, 
Salif Keita among others. Back in Nigeria, he has 
influenced both the old and current musicians, 
nurtured and facilitated their music career and 
raised them to stardom.

KSA’s 70th Birthday anniversary which 
started since September 21 with series of activi-
ties will snowball into grand finale on December 
11, 2016 with a music show.  

According to Temple Management Company 
(TMC), organisers of the event, the anniversary 
event tagged, ‘Sunny on Sunday’ is a world class 
legacy concert to honour the iconic music image 
whose feats in the industry is worth celebrating.

In his edifying words, Idris Olorinmbe, chief 
executive officer, Temple Management Company, 
said “I would like to say that it is a privilege to 
organize such significant event in the calendar of 
entertainment which we take very serious. King 
Sunny Ade has been relevant to the music indus-
try for 50 years and has been the king in music 
since 1977. It is phenomenal that after several 
decades, he still relate with the present.  In other 
words, we are celebrating the best of Nigeria.

To achieve this we have done a few things, 
secured partnership with Multichoice Com-
pany that gave us a platform that includes a live 
broadcast. Other prominent organisations are 
also partnering to see the success of the show. 
Dare Art Alade will perform live, including other 
Nigerian musicians who see it as a privilege to 
feature in their mentor’s anniversary bash. 
Adequate security and other logistics are put in 
place to ensure seamless fanfare”.

Another side attraction, according to the 
organisers, would be the unveiling of KSA’s fa-
vourite guitar in artwork format. The symbolic 
guitar painted by Victor Ehikamene, a Nigerian 
artist will be auctioned on the night of the show 
signalling the grand finale of his 70th birthday.  
It is going to be collectors delight. 

King Sunny Ade thanked the organisers for 

…TMC declares KSA@70 a nuclear show

deeming it honourable to make his 70th birthday 
as a national treasure to celebrate and noted fur-
ther that: “This particular event tagged Sunny on 
Sunday is quite unique in the sense that having 
the difficulty to choose a date, it became a divine 
intervention that it falls on Sunday. Every other 
day in a week seem occupied with activities that 
include daily work hours and Saturday which 
is eventually an all round party day for people, 
but Sunday is special been a day of worship – 
celebrating God in the morning, and a continued 
celebration of God’s deed all along. Ironically, I 
was born on Sunday and my celebration coin-
cides with Sunday. We thank God for that.

“I must tell you, it is not only King Sunny Ade 

that will be celebrating that day.  Along with me 
will be most of my friends around the world. 
Awilo Logomba from Zaire will perform; Jimmy 
Cliff and other international musicians will be 
present as special guests. Some young and old 
Nigerian musicians including the veteran will be 
coming to celebrate with me. I call this a nuclear 
show. I want give my fans the best of KSA which 
have been with me for so many years. And I must 
say I will never disappoint.

“Talking about my guitar which will be auc-
tioned on the night to make the grand finale of 
my show, that piece is a part of the art. For the 
guitar to go into the art is a very good place for 
it to be. It is a symbol of art for me. I didn’t make 

it but it was for me and having possessed it, it 
should be an art piece that will remain for live. 
My guitar is my baby”.

Dare Art Alade, one of ardent protégé of KSA, 
said; “I will be performing live on stage on his 
anniversary show. KSA is someone I love and 
respect so much. He is a role model, an icon, a 
mentor in many ways. We talk very often and I 
look up to him a lot and at all time and he has in-
fluenced me in many ways.  In my last album, he 
influenced it and that’s how much we have been 
consistent.   He has been there for us and has done 
most of things that some of us are just doing now.   
Like the saying goes; there is nothing new under 
the sun and KSA is a testimony to that.”
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They that wait: A review of Helon 
Habila’s Waiting for an Angel
UCHENNA EKWEREMADU

T
hree friends, 
Lomba, Bola 
and an un-
named fellow, 
set out to the 

beach to see a fortune-
teller who prefers to be 
seen as a poet rather than 
a marabout. And just 
like the four brothers in 
Chigozie Obioma’s The 
Fishermen, these three 
friends get to be told 
what will befall them in 
the near future. Some 
six months later, the un-
named fellow dies. Not 
long after, the supersti-
tious and excitable Bola 
loses his parents to a fatal 
autocrash, loses his mind 
and then is rendered 
bed-ridden by men of the 
State Security Service. Of 
the 161 pages, (the edition 
published by Cassava 
Republic Press 2007), six 
are about the unnamed 
fellow; 24 are about Bola, 
and the rest are about 
Lomba.

The book opens at the 
end of the beginning, 
with Lomba already in 
jail as a political prisoner 
accused of organising 
violence even though he 
insists that he was only 
covering a peaceful pro-
test. A school dropout, he 
tries his hands on a few 
tasks including teaching 
English and Literature at 
a School Cert preparatory 
class before he lands a job 
at The Dial to cover the 
Arts Page. It is shortly af-
ter covering the peaceful 
protest at the Secretariat 
organised by the resi-
dents of Morgan Street 
that he is caught and sent 
to jail.

At first encounter, the 
prison superintendent 
Muftau is the last person 
one would think should 
appreciate a thing as ab-
stract as poetry. But it will 
be difficult to say who he 
truly is if one can’t dis-
cern when his behaviour 
should be attributed to 
his predisposition, and 
when to the situation. 
Success in his duty as 
the ‘King’, requires that 
he be stern and, to some 
extent, ruthless. To the in-
credulous Lomba he says: 
“Perhaps because I work 
in prison… you think I 
don’t know poetry, eh?… 
I write poems too.” And 
then shortly after their 
exchange, we see him 

broken hearts and unre-
quited love. Janice walks 
out on Superintendent 
Muftau until whenever 
he gets Lomba out of jail 
which he insists he can-
not. Aunty Rachael mar-
ries two times and loses 
both men to cruel death. 
Lomba loses touch with 
Alice (whom he calls the 
love of his life), and years 
later when they run into 
each other again, she 
is already betrothed to 
Ngai, a much older man 
whose money helps keep 
her mother in the best 
hospital in the country. 
Lomba falls in love again 
with one Sarimam who 
eventually walks out 
on him saying, “It won’t 
work”. Like Hagar tells 
Joshua, she is leaving him 
because he is too good for 
her. Hagar the prostitute 
breaks it to Teacher Josh-
ua that it can’t work out 
between the two of them 
because he deserves bet-
ter. But she still shows 
up at the protest ground 
to lend him support but 
ends up paying the su-
preme price when she is 
knocked down by a hit-
and-run car.

The book is a cryptex. 
You think you have al-
most arranged the pieces 
only to have to scatter 
them again and start all 
over. The story is told in 
varying tenses and in no 
chronological order. It can 
be a difficult read. A cru-
cial question that remains 
unanswered is the source 
of Lomba’s writing mate-
rials. Who is it that slips 
the pen and papers into 
his cell? Could it be that 
Superintendent Muftau, 
having read Lomba’s file, 
knows full well that the 
latter is a poet, but needs 
to make the discovery ap-
pear accidental? We may 
never get to know.

In all, only two per-
sons can be said to actu-
ally get their angels visit 
them: the unnamed fel-
low whose angel appears 
at the beginning of the 
beginning in the form 
of Israfael the angel of 
death, and Lomba whose 
angel appears at the end 
of the end in the form of 
Liberty.

 Culled from https://
uchennamadu.wordpress.
com.

(through Lomba’s imagi-
nation) with his date at 
a Chinese restaurant 
where he tries very hard 
to impress her. Still, it is 
amusing, isn’t it, how the 
Superintendent’s attitude 
towards Lomba changes 
immediately the former 
discovers that the latter 
is a poet. It calls to mind 
the book of Acts 22:27-29 
where the army Com-
mander who ordered 
the arrest and whipping 
of Paul did a total turn-
around at discovering 
that Paul was a Roman 
citizen. According to the 
linguist Robert Oliphant, 
Athenian prisoners who 
could recite in full The 
Illiad and The Odyssey 
were spared from slav-
ing away in Sicilian stone 
quarries because it was 
thought that they de-
served a better life. True 
to his words, the superin-
tendent makes life ‘easier’ 
for Lomba (by providing 
him cigarettes and news-
papers and books), as long 
as the latter keeps writing 
poems for him which he 
passes to his girl Janice. 
That is, until it dawns on 
her that the superinten-
dent couldn’t have been 
the one writing those po-
ems.

This book is about 
Lomba as much as it is 

about Joshua. It is easy 
to suspect that the two 
men are the same person 
changing their names 
and looks depending on 
time and place. Lomba 
teaches English and Lit-
erature in a school cert 
preparatory class, Josh-
ua teaches English and 
Literature at the Sec-
ondary School. Joshua 
writes newspaper col-
umns on literature and 
politics just like Lomba 
does. Both of them are 
having a hard time with 
love. Lomba even admits 
to have lived in Poverty 
Street some time past. 
They both say some-
thing brilliant about 
dreams and dreaming. 
Lomba is writing a novel.

“My teacher, Mr. Josh-
ua, is also writing a book,” 
Kela confirms.

Lomba is a giver of 
hope to the hopeless and 
an inspiration to the dis-
illusioned. “Everything 
will be alright,” he tells 
a weeping cellmate in 
page 10, almost the same 
thing he tells Bola in page 
43. We also see Joshua 
in page 123-125 risking 
Hagar’s love and his own 
safety rather than disap-
point the masses who 
look up to him to lead the 
anti-government protest. 
Because they fit so right 

keeps and adores the pol-
ished portrait of her hus-
band who was killed in 
the Biafran War. Nancy, a 
single parent who got im-
pregnated by her college 
darling, daily waits and 
dreams that her ‘Man’ 
shows up at the door and 
takes her away. Brother, a 
one-legged retired driver, 
continues waiting for 
that day Allah will give 
him a million.

Waiting for an angel 
is like waiting for a train 
that might not come. 
With time, some of the 
characters finally learn 
to stop waiting for an-
gels and to start acting 
by themselves. Aunty 
Rachael finally summons 
courage to destroy her 
late husband’s memo-
rabilia, curb her alcohol 
addiction and clean up 
her house. Muda sells up 
his business and leaves 
with his family to the vil-
lage. Nancy steals Kela’s 
Four Thousand and runs 
away, most probably to 
look for her ‘Man’. Mao 
plays an active role in 
the protest which is short 
of the full revolution he 
has been clamouring for 
but runs away to God-
knows-where. Brother 
disappears in the govern-
ment interrogation room.

The book is also about 

like the two sides of the 
same coin, one continues 
to hope that they are the 
same person until one 
gets to page 133 where 
the two of them actually 
get to meet face to face. 
Lomba happens to be one 
of the people holding a re-
corder to Joshua’s mouth 
while the latter is reading 
out their demands to the 
government.

Reading Waiting for 
an Angel is like engaging 
on a multi-orgasmic sex. 
Just when you think you 
have climaxed, you sight 
another peak just around 
the page. And there is no 
lack of comic relief. At 
the party in Emeka Da-
vis’ house, we meet He-
lon Habila and Toni Kan 
who get so drunk they 
rush out to the balcony to 
throw up, barging in on 
Lomba and his new lady 
friend who are locked in 
an embrace. The killjoys 
keep appearing. Mike Ji-
moh, Nwakanma, Maik, 
Otiono and Chiedu. We 
later learn that even Odia 
Ofeimum is at the party.

The book is about peo-
ple waiting for something 
to happen. But while 
some of them already 
suspect that this angel 
might never show up, 
others continue to hope 
it does. Aunty Rachael 
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Trace TV’s journey through Africa

W
e can easily dig up ques-
tions from the internet 
for the basics about you, 
but we’d rather hear it 
from you, so tell us about 

what life has been like for you; your grow-
ing years, and being a family man…

Nice question…
Well, I was called ‘yellow’ in Nigeria 

and ‘black’ in America because of my com-
plexion. I told my mom but I didn’t realize 
until years later that it made her tremen-
dously worried about me. She thought I was 
emotionally scarred, but I was just joking. 
(Laughs)

… So what’s it like being a family man?
Uhmm… I won’t answer that question.

You were the country manager at MTV, 
Why did you leave?

I just decided there were a lot of oppor-
tunities from other brands and with MTV 
– a great brand, regardless – it was difficult 
to get things I wanted done over there; big 
company with lots of process. No doubt, 
there are benefits of being with a great 
company but I’m more of a tout.

… But you don’t look like one!
Hahaa! You don’t have to look like one. 

It’s never written on one’s forehead…

How were you able to get the Trace 
Urban deal?

I told you about being a tout, right? 
(hehee). I literally went on to their (Trace) 
website, surprisingly nobody else had, I 
Googled most of the contacts and I called up 
a woman named Magdesh, sent a couple of 
information back and forth. We were sup-
posed to meet and continue discussion but 
there were so many delays, so I flew to Paris. 
I called the evening before I flew in – made 
it look like I was just flying through, even 
though the trip was all about them.  A lot of 
people in that situation may have just tried 
to tell them how much they could make for 
them, I didn’t do any of that. I went the com-
plete opposite way; I sent them a complete 
breakdown of the advertising market over 
and its completion. They realized I knew 

V12 Music has released the much 
anticipated album, Made in Aba 
(MIA) by its artist Ruffcoin. The 

album was released globally on the 1st of 
December 2016. 

The album and its title, Made In Aba, 
which   is a tribute to the much known 
productive spirit of the Aba region and 
Nigeria as a whole, promises to find much 
comfort and acceptance in the ear buds 
of Nigerian music lovers at home and 
abroad. 

Ruffcoin whose real name is Emelogu 
Muruako Fortune, in his unique style 
plays around different genres of music 
such as hip hop, gyration, cultural sounds, 
rap, and R&B on this well-cooked album.

Made In Aba (MIA) album is star-
studded as it features great minds like 

what was going on in the market. We met a 
few times afterwards and here we are today!

So basically your company – Entertain-
ment Management Company – runs Trace 
Naija?

Not just Trace Naija, we are the license 
holders for the group or brand “TRACE”

Why did Trace TV break out into sub-
channels?

Every time TRACE launched a local 
channel – even if it’s just the name that’s 
primarily local –it gets much more popular 
than the international channels.  For exam-
ple, we launched a channel in Angola called 
‘Trace Toca’, now it’s literally among the top 
4 most watched channels in that country. 
Also considering how well the Nigerian 
music industry is doing, we thought – let’s do 
a channel that’s more ‘West African’. I was 
a bit nervous about naming it ‘Trace Naija’ 
but it was way cooler than the other ones 
we came up with.

… What other names did you and your 
team come up with?

Uhmm.. Trace Afrobeat – sounds good, 
right? … Trace Tombo; but obviously Trace 
Naija just sounded cooler, that’s why we 
tried to balance it the tagline “We Love 

Afrobeats”.

What’s been Trace’s greatest challenge 
since it came into Nigeria?

People.

How? Do you think Nigerians are dif-
ficult?

No I think that there’s an unbalanced, im-
mature market –advertising, entertainment 
etc. There are so many competing interest 
that whether  it’s in your own company 
or with brands or advertising agencies, it’s 
not about who’s got the best stuff but about 
“who knows who”.

Are there any restrictions to getting 
your songs played on Trace?

Yes, you must bring N10m! (laughs). How 
much do you think a D’banj or P-square 
makes from a hit song? What would you 
guess?

I don’t know… Over N10M, maybe
Well over N10m! So what’s wrong if I 

charge N10m!? (laughs). Don’t mind me. 
We don’t charge; I’d like to. I think that’s 
one of the things that made it difficult for 
the industry to understand us. Then again, 
it kept us premium because you obviously 
know you can’t pay to get on the channel. 

If it’s a good [hit] song with a lovely video, 
you’re on!

Why isn’t there a TRACE Awards?
Uhmm, we don’t mind doing awards, we 

just wouldn’t do a crappy award.

In other words, the ‘rest’ are crappy?
Hahaa! Just now, during this very inter-

view, I’ve understood something–all these 
are genuine questions and I don’t want to 
say something that’ll be misinterpreted 
eventually. Anyway, I don’t think other 
awards are crappy though. I think there are 
a lot of awards, probably too many; if we are 
going to do a Trace Award, we’re going to 
do something a little extraordinary; at least 
with our normal TRACE high-end

… And not crappy.
No, not crappy.

What’s the secret to your success? How 
are you able to stay at the top of your game?

I constantly try and enable the team I 
have around me to truthfully pick from 
what they think the viewers –after asking 
– what they want from us. So, basically we 
made the viewer’s choice top priority.  We 
do things a little differently but still easy 
for people to adjust and this helps us stay 
excellent.

Have there been any milestone 
achievements for Trace Nigeria? 

Launching a new channel –Trace Naija 
– is a big thing. That’s a milestone, for me. 
In fact, I’m actually interested in formaliz-
ing this thing called “Afrobeats”, hence our 
tagline, because people have been talking 
a lot about ‘Afrobeat’ so we’re thinking, 
before it gets hijacked – not hijacked in a 
bad way – we should be the ones to define 
what it is so TRACE is taking a lead in do-
ing that. In fact, we recently interviewed 
Femi Kuti and talked exactly about this – 
considering the fact that he’s carried on 
his father, Fela’s legacy. Femi  loves what 
young artistes are doing these days and 
asked him why, he said – this shows – leave 
aside whether you like guys singing about, 
money or going to the club – it shows young 
Africans have the potential to do anything 
and  create something great that’ll be ac-
cepted around the world; they’ve created 
something different.

Phyno, Zoro, Mjosh, Effect Mc, Femi 
Large,Pentouch,Sparkle, Fiokee and 
Deejay J Masta. 

Ruffcoin is using this album to thank 
his fans all over the world for the love, 
support and to draw the attention of Ni-
gerians home and abroad, government, 
investors, and businessmen to the people, 
trade, manufacturing and commerce in 
Aba, Abia State, Nigeria. 

“We are passionate about the poten-
tial Aba can have in not only Nigerian 
economy but African economy. We must 
do our best to promote our people, culture, 
commerce, manufacturing, trade and 
make sure the Made-In-Aba brand gets 
the attention it deserves. We urge you to 
support the movement,” Ruffcoin stated.

We are all used to the phrase ‘Casper, the friendly ghost’; but, if you watch the series ‘Power’, you will definitely have a different definition 
of that word – Ghost – which in this case refers to  the person that calls the shots or make sure business is and stays booming without 
excessive blowing of trumpets. As I flinch with anxiety about this interview – which I obviously wasn’t prepared for – I try to imagine what 
it’d be like talking with, not a ‘celebrity’ but an entertainment media guru – Sam Onyemelukwe of TRACE TV. My big break?  Well, maybe…

Sam Onyemelukwe

Ruffcoin releases Made in Aba Album



Beat FM named best radio station in London

I
t was a night of music, fun and nonstop 
partying when SKYY Vodka hosted an 
electrifying ‘Life in the SKYY’ event 
at the all-glass rooftop hall of the 
Lekki Coliseum with fans enjoying a 

panoramic view of Lagos, while looking 
down the Lagos skyline from the five-storey 
pavilion.

The event was a literal light in the sky as 
the hall was filled to capacity with  several 
guest spotted in their lovely white tops and 
denim; which was the dress code for the 
night. The event attended by some of the 
coolest partygoers in the city of Lagos ush-
ered in the Christmas season. As the year 
ends and Nigerians get ready to commence 
the festivities, Brian Munro, distributors of 
SKYY Vodka; premium vodka brand, has 
taken the lead to start the celebrations with 
the party.

The Life in the Skyy party was just one 
of the several times the company has given 
consumers a reason to dance, mingle and 
unwind in an extremely fun atmosphere, 
as Hypeman Shoddy, host for the night, led 
the guests in several chants of ‘SKYY Vodka’.

Shoddy did a good job of it as he had 
the crowd rocking to the rhythm of award 
winning DJ Obi; the night’s DJ who mixed 
unending collection of hits. Between the 
duos they kept the party rocking such that 
guests hardly thought of staying put on the 
luxurious white sofas seen all over the hall.

Skyy Vodka’s iconic blue bottle of many 
flavours was presented in various cocktails 
that delighted the 400 people in attendance, 
as various Skyy Vodka cocktails and canapés 
flowed.

“Brian Munro is in tune with what ex-
cites our consumers and we are delighted 
to provide it even before they crave it. More 
so, towards the end of the year, we want our 
consumers to have fun in a very upscale 
environment and that is why we chose to 
bring in the Christmas season with a rooftop 
party this November”, said Abayomi Ajao, 
general manager, Brian Munro.

According to the organisers, Skyy Vodka 

Almost one year after Beat FM radio 
station opened its doors in London; 
the foremost Nigerian Radio station 

has won two awards at the UK entertain-

MABEL DIMMA

Life in the SKYY heralds 
the Christmas season
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ment awards.
The station received awards for the  Best 
Radio  and the  Best Online Radio Show, 
which was won by Beat FM presenter– Ms. 
Amanda Star.
At the award ceremony, The Beat London 
was up against radio stations like  Pulse 
88, Rinse FM and Juice UK, while Amanda 
Star (The Beat London presenter) was up 
against DJ Milk Tray (From on Top FM), SNC 
(Straight No Chaser) and Not For The Radio 
(NFTR).
“We are glad to celebrate the power of the 
radio and how we can connect with our 
audience on a remarkable level. It is a huge 
honour to be named the radio station of the 
year just in our first year and it is worth 
celebrating. We also celebrate our drive time 
presenter Amanda Star who won the best 
online radio show. We appreciate her hard 
work and that of our other staff who work 

the fifth biggest premium vodka worldwide. 
SKYY’s state-of-the-art process of quadruple 
distillation and triple filtration yields vodka 
of proven exceptional quality and smooth-
ness. Starting with SKYY Vodka’s distinctive 
cobalt blue bottle and reputation of being a 
fun edgy brand, SKYY is synonymous with 
quality, sophistication, and style.

Among the fans were celebrity guests 
including; Chris D Razor, Benny  Ark, Chris 
Ihidero, Gbemi Olateru-Olagbegi, Efa, Kunbi 
Oyelese, Uti, Asa Asika, Mocheddah, Timini 
Egbuson, Tobi Grey, Bollylomo, Latasha Ng-
wube, VJ Adams and music stars DJ Obi, 
Reekado Banks, Mr 2kay and Lil Kesh. It was 
truly a night of fun and excitement as music 
flowed alongside Skyy vodka.

Brian Munro Limited is engaged in 
manufacturing, importation, marketing and 
distribution of high quality FMCG products. 
It was incorporated in Nigeria as a private 
Limited Liability Company in 1951; and 
currently represents a number of overseas 
companies on a sole agency basis. In addition 
to SKYY Vodka, Brian Munro also distrib-
utes Campari aperitif, Bollinger Champagne, 
Famous Grouse whiskey, Delamain cognac 
among other premium brands of the highest 
international standards.

known to be a hip and edgy brand is always 
eager to throw parties for its consumers to 
let their hair down and rock hard.

“We have a direct connection with fun 
loving Nigerians and we know exactly what 
they want. That is why time after time we 
come up with these electrifying parties. As 
an upscale brand, it is our pleasure to provide 
upscale experiences for our consumers’ 
enjoyment. The ‘Life in the Skyy’ party has 
placed Lagos in the elite network of fun 
loving cities across the world where Skyy 
Vodka is the official nightlife beverage,” 
Ajao stated.

The combination of the three guest stars 
of the night, Reekado Banks, Mr 2kay and 
Lil Kesh made it truly unforgettable with 
their respective performances. By the time 

the Mavin Records artiste Reekado Banks 
took the stage, the atmosphere was thick 
with excitement. He was followed by Mr 
2kay and he also delivered an entertaining 
medley of hits.

The crescendo of the night was street 
king and YBNL superstar Lil Kesh. The Shoki 
master did not take time before driving the 
packed hall into frenzy with his back to 
back jams.

Even after the performances ended, the 
partying did not. DJ Obi continued to thrill 
the attendees with exciting music till the 
early hours of the morning; even by then 
the ‘Life in the SKYY’ party was still going 
strong like fans just could not get enough.

SKYY Vodka is said to be the leading 
domestic premium vodka in Nigeria and 

behind closed doors to make the station a 
success,” said Deji Awokoya, General mega-
lectrics, while commenting on the awards.
This year’s award show marks the 3rd year 
anniversary for the UK Entertainment 
Awards, which was hosted by The Beat 
London’s presenter, Travis Jay. The award 
ceremony, took place on Sunday 20th No-
vember at the Marriott Hotel West India. 
 Beat FM London is the first on Megalectrics’ 
International radio division and it projects 
African, Caribbean and British music. Mega-
lectrics took over the management of Bang 
Radio in North London on March 28, 2016. 
Megalectrics  limited (Owners of Beat FM, 
Classic FM, Naija FM and Lagos Talks) is a 
reputable indigenous broadcast company 
with headquarters in Lagos. It has is a strong 
resource based entity with a gifted work-
force geared towards swift delivery in the 
broadcast and communication industry. 
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Need to appoint 
professional to lead NTDC

W
h e n  t h e 
n e w s 
broke on 
November 
30,  2016 

that Sally Mbanefo; erstwhile 
director general of Nigerian 
Tourism Development Corpo-
ration (NTDC), has been sacked 
from her job, the Nigerian 
tourism community rejoiced 
over an action it considered 
long overdue because of the 
non performance of the DG 
for three years and six months.

However, the case at hand 
is how to ensure that fed-
eral government appoints a 
passionate and experienced 
professional to lead the NTDC, 
an agency vested with the 
statutory obligation repack-
ing, marketing and promoting 
of Nigeria tourism at both out-
bound and inbound spheres. 

It is imperative in order 
to avoid the past mistakes of 
putting square pegs in round 
holes, which was very glar-
ing throughout Mbanefo’s 
tenure as DG.  Besides Frank 
Ogbuewu, Nigeria has not had 
passionate Tourism Ministers, 
while the likes of Adetokun-
bo Kayode and Edem Duke 

fought to make sure Olusegun 
Runswe, the only passionate 
NTDC DG in recent time, did 
not outshine them as Minis-
ters of Tourism forgetting that 
the minister naturally takes 
the glory from any tourism 
achievement (whether from 
the ministry or parastatal) 
during their tenure.

Again, Nigerian Tourism 
needs a visionary leader at 
NTDC to help reposition tour-
ism in the country, and sue 
for the tourism to regain its 
rightful place in the minis-
try or better still, become a 
standalone ministry for better 
impact as obtainable across 
countries that are serious with 
tourism.

It is very crucial to get a 
visionary leader at NTDC now 
that Nigeria is in dire need 
of diversifying her economy 
and the persisting recession is 
taking a toll on all the sectors.  
The DG should be one who 
understands that tourism is 
the lowest hanging fruit in 
economic diversification and 
is ready to carry both govern-
ment and private sector along 
to make tourism count.

It would be recalled that at 
the 2016 Nigeria Association 
of Tour Operators (NATOP) 

Annual General Meeting 
held in Calabar, Cross River 
State, Pat Utomi, professor of 
Political Economy and Man-
agement, noted that tourism 
is the lowest hanging fruit 
for the diversification of the 
economy now that oil revenue 
is dwindling and presenting a 
big problem to budgeting at 
national level.

According to Utomi, to 
make tourism count,  the in-
coming DG NTDC should be 
one who is ready to collabo-
rate in building strong institu-
tions, device means of solving 
problems creatively, building 
strong service culture among 
others that will help Nigerian 
tourism find the missing link 
in a diversified economy.

For Jimi Alade, foremost Ni-
gerian tour operator, govern-
ment should not follow past 
trends in the appointment of 
DG but rather make wilder 
consultations with stakehold-
ers in order to appoint the 
right person who besides 
passion for tourism should 
have proven professional and 
administrative competence to 
deliver on the job.

“The mandate for the new 
DG is to reflect on the situa-
tion in the country. The man-

date in the decree governing 
the NTDC is outdated. There 
is need for a new mandate. 
The new DG must know and 
understand how to market 
and promote Nigeria as the 
ultimate destination in Africa,” 
Alade noted.

In same vein, Ikechi Uko, 
CEO, Akwaaba African Travel 
Market,  explained that, ‘NTDC 
is supposed to a development 
and marketing agency but 
the development part was de-
stroyed by the Supreme Court.

“It is the marketing aspect 
that needs to be managed. 
The new DG must understand 
tourism in Nigeria and the 
global dynamics of tourism 
and should be skilled at mar-
keting and positioning Nigeria 
as a tourism destination’. A 
Nigerian currently runs Dubai 
Tourism operations in Africa 
and another one is running 
South African Tourism in 
West Africa, so we have the 
skills here”.

While still decrying the 
absence of a full-fledged Min-
istry, which has left Tourism 
adrift in Nigeria, Nkereuwem 
Onung, president, Nigeria 
Association of Tour Opera-
tors (NATOP), noted that the 
incoming DG of NTDC should 

be someone who will take 
seriously the marketing of 
“destination Nigeria”, which he 
described as one of the most 
viable on the Africa Conti-
nent with a view of attracting 
tourists.

In case, Federal Govern-
ment finds it difficult to con-
sult widely with the stake-
holders or confused on whom 
to appoint, the likes of  Ikechi 
Uko, CEO, Akwaaba African 
Travel Market, Lagos and 
organiser of the Seven Won-
ders of Nigeria, Gabe Onah of 
Carnival Calabar, Stella Obin-
wa of Dubai Tourism, Ayo 
Olowokporoku of HSSL and 
former head of Vision 202020 
Tourism Committee, Kabiru 
Malan, Nkereuwem Onung, 
the president of Nigeria As-
sociation of Tour operators, 
NATOP and Fatima Garbati, 
former director of consumer 
protection of the Nigerian Civ-
il Aviation Authority (NCAA), 
are all well-experienced.

This time, there should not 
be any political or ethnic con-
sideration, let the right man 
who can deliver get the job. 
Let’s avoid past mistakes and 
get Nigerian Tourism right 
for once by getting the most 
qualified to steer NTDC.
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A timeout at Festival Mall

F
or guests visiting Amuwo 
Odofin area of Lagos, one 
place always comes to 
mind for quality unwind-
ing and accommodation.  

The 471 rooms and suites Golden 
Tulip Festac Hotel with its dynamic 
environment has become a one-
stop-shop for guests looking for 
great offerings at competitive rates.

In recent time, the transforma-
tion within the large expanse of 
land housing the massive hotel 
edifice is giving both hotel guests 
and residents of the area oppor-
tunity to explore more offerings 
beyond the hotel room, lounges and 
restaurants.

Beyond The Residences, a block 
comprising of 195 apartments, 
Festival Mall is one attraction that 
is pulling visitors, especially shop-
pers, diners, cinema goers among 
others in their thousands daily. 
Located on 3.2 hectares of prime 
land, the shopping mall offers 46 
shops including Shoprite; an an-
chor retail shop, 4 screen cinemas 
operated by Silverbird; a food court 
with four restaurants and other 
line shops with brands like: Mr. 
Biggs, Montaigne Place, Casa Bella, 
Silverbird Cinemas, Time keepers, 
Maybrands, Etisalat, Sports World, 
In2Brands, Laraboni, Odeva, Sump-
tuous, Office Everything, One Cen-
ter, Rhapsody’s, Slot, Ruff N Tumble, 
Essenza, Tesla Mobile, Mondo, GNC, 
Debonair, Oceans Basket, Auda-
cious, PC Conner, Casa Bella, Health 
Plus, Ennzo, Diva House of Acces-
sories, Gene Bendi, Opticka Vision, 
Accessories 2 Die 4, and Medplus 
Pharmacy.

On typical visit, one can decide 
to spend the whole day at the 
mall without a moment of bore-
dom. You can visit Sumptuous for 
breakfast in the morning, breeze 
into Slot to change your outdated 
blackberry phone with the latest 
android phone, and check Shoprite 
afterwards for your grocery needs. 
Before going for lunch, you can visit 
Diva House of Accessories, Gene 
Bendi, Opticka Vision, or Acces-
sories 2 Die 4 for your wardrobe 
needs while also paying to reserve 
your seat for a blockbuster movie at 
Silverbird cinema later in the eve-
ning.  Of course, lunch at Debonair, 
Oceans Basket, Audacious or even 
Mr. Biggs will be great experience, 
while a leisure walk within the mall 
or outside the mall for fresh air will 
aid digestion. Looking at your write 
watch, you will discover it is time for 
cinema to wrap up the day’s visit.

Beyond their food offer, the 
restaurants and bars at the more is 
becoming a melting pot for those 
who need temporary space for net-
working, sealing off deals or quality 
friendly unwinding.

As well, residents who live closer 
to the mall can stroll in for medica-
tion at the Medplus, while young 
parents will find Ruff N Tumble at 
the mall very interesting for their 
children’s clothing need and ac-
cessories.

Beyond all these, the beautiful 
and imposing hotel edifice and 
apartments provide extra pan-
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oramic views for shoppers who can 
in-between parking the trolleys 
take-out time to excite their eyes. 
Obviously, there is no need for 
window-shopping as the different 
retail outlets at the mall offer some-
thing for every shopper.  Those who 
visited the mall during the Black 
Friday Sales had many things to take 
home for less price and that was in 
line with owners objective of creat-
ing values for everyone shopper to 
at least have something to go home 
with instead of window shopping.

Besides, ample parking spaces 
offer convenience for shoppers, 
while open spaces and cafes entice 
for selfies and networking.  The 
facility also has an ultra-modern 
firefighting system and detectors; 
water and sewage treatment system 
as well as supply of stable electricity 
supply via IPP. CCTV cameras, access 
controllers as well as plain clothes 
surveillance and an incident repose 
team are already in place to ensure 
activities in and around the mall are 
closely monitored.

With all these activities in mind, 
a discerning visitor can easily con-
firm that Festival Mall is truly con-
ceived by UPDC Plc as part of a com-
mercial cum entertainment node in 
Amuwo Odofin.
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How airport concession can thrive

R
e c ent dis cus-
s ions  held  in 
several aviation 
meetings have 
surrounded the 

aviation Public-Private 
Partnership, PPP, conces-
sion agreement between 
Bi-Courtney Limited, (BCL) 
and the Federal Airport Au-
thority of Nigeria, FAAN, 
taking into consideration 
the effect on the success 
or failures on the recent 
plan of the government to 
concession four of its inter-
national airports

Bi-Courtney has contin-
ued to lament of its chal-
lenges owing to the failures 
of FAAN to abide by its 
contract made with the 
company on how the local 
airport will be run.

As a result, this drew 
the attention of the Senate 
Committee on Privatization 
to MMA2 terminal, led by 
Ben Murray-Bruce, Chair-
man, senate committee on 
aviation, and Yahya Abdul-
lahi, vice-chairman senate 
committee on aviation.

The challenges were 
highlighted in a statement 
signed by the Corporate 
Communications Depart-
ment, Bi-Courtney, and 
made available to pressmen;

Statement noted that: 

IFEOMA OKEKE & 
DESMOND OKON

“FAAN has consistently 
breached the concession 
and has continued to violate 
the agreement, most nota-
bly with the redevelopment 
and continued operations 
of the General Aviation 
Terminal (GAT) in contra-
vention of the exclusivity of 
the clause in the agreement 
with BCL.

“The GAT operations 
have in fact reduced by 
more than 50 per cent the 
revenue expectations of 
MMA2, which was pro-
jected to process four mil-
lion passengers annually 
in order to be able to pay 
back its huge indebtedness 
within the approved opera-
tions phase of the conces-
sion agreement.

“Over the past years 
10 years, FAAN has failed 
to comply with several 
court judgements, recom-
mendations of the arbitra-
tion committee as well as 
various consultants. FAAN 
continues in this wilful 
disregard for the rule of 
law, without any consid-
eration for the impact on 
the ability of BCL to recoup 
its investment in line with 
the objectives of the con-
cession agreement. BCL’s 
consequent reaction in re-
sponse to this arbitrariness 
and in order to protect its 
interest is being projected 
as uncooperative and un-

duly legalistic”, it said.
According to the state-

ment, MMA2 has witnessed 
stunted development as 
the implementation of the 
original design was blocked 
for years. This included the 
hotel, and conference cen-
tre, mono rail, fuel hydrant 
and power plant.

“These would have en-
abled MMA2 to become a 
world class facility as origi-
nally envisioned by BCL. 
The hotel, for example had 
approval constraints till 
2015 by which time the 
design had become obsolete 
and needed to be updated 
while the attendant costs 
had quadrupled. It should be 
noted that Aviation sector 
operations are mostly im-
ported items, hence heavily 
depend on forex,” it further 
stated.

Concerning work on the 
hotel, the statement stated 
that owing to the approval 
of FAAN in 2015, it was 
not feasible to commence 
work on the hotel which 
was based on a 2006 design 
which had become obsolete 
due to advances in Hotelier 
ethos and technology in 
the past nine years, stating 
that “BCL commissioned an 
updated design which was 
only completed this year,” 
and that “due to huge cost 
increase, BCL is presently 
reorganising the completion 

costings with its financiers, 
a process that is almost con-
cluded, but has been severe-
ly impacted by the current 
economic recession.”

Regarding regional op-
erations, the statement 
explained that B CL had 
invested heavily in prepa-
ration for regional flight 
operations at MMA2 fol-
lowing express approval 
received on two separate 
occasions from different 
administrations; saying 
that “each time after spend-
ing he sums of money, to 
put the necessary infra-
structure in place, FAAN 
had always precipitately 
intervened and truncated 
these plans”.

The prayers of BCL
However, BCL called on 

all stakeholders to prevail 
upon FAAN to comply with 
the laws of Nigeria, various 
court rulings, arbitration 
proceeding and recommen-
dations regarding the con-
cession agreement. That, 
as already determined by 
the Court of Appeal, the 
Federal Government and 
FAAN should respect the 
guaranteed clauses which 
state that “all scheduled 
domestic flights in and out 
of FAAN’s airports in La-
gos State shall, during the 
concession period, operate 
from the terminal and BCL 
is entitled to all revenues 

accruing from specified 
sources of income ceded to 
the concessionaire under 
this agreement.”

BCL also prayed that it 
should be allowed to con-
tinue the development of 
MMA2 unhindered as ear-
lier approved, especially 
with the provision of facili-
ties listed which will bring 
the terminal to world class 
standard; also that the “Fed-
eral Government should 
be encouraged to facilitate 
the commencement of re-
gional flights for which ap-
proval had previously been 
granted under two different 
administrations in order to 
reduce the cost of airlines’ 
operations and enhance 
passengers experience for 
which BCL has undertaken 
huge expenses to meet the 
standard requirements.”

Senate’s threat
The Senate Committee 

on Privatization indicated 
that the committee would 
summon the Minister of 
State (Aviation), Senator 
Hadi Sirika to explain why 
the federal government is 
not honoring its agreement 
with Bi-Courtney Aviation 
Services Limited (BASL).

 This is just as Senator 
Bruce stated that it would 
be impossible for govern-
ment to see their plans of 
concession of four major 
airports through without 

completely  solving issues 
arising from the MMA2 
concession.

Senator Bruc e made 
this known after a guided 
tour of the MMA2 facil-
ity where he indicate d 
that those who signed the 
agreement with BASL on 
behalf of the Federal Gov-
ernment should be pros-
ecuted as they have shown 
gross incompetence.

Chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Aviation, Ben 
Murray-Bruce  said,” If any-
one short changed govern-
ment or negotiated badly 
on behalf of federal gov-
ernment so they can have 
a good time, they will be 
prosecuted, We will have 
to publish them on newspa-
pers and on television, and 
when we do there will be a 
crisis. Those people who did 
a bad deal on behalf of the 
federal government should 
be punished.”

On concession of the four 
major terminals,” I am all for 
it, that is a fantastic way to 
go but you can’t keep saying 
you want to do new conces-
sions without resolving is-
sues arising from the MMA2 
concession. We will sum-
mon the Minister so he can 
explain and we can resolve 
this matter, there can be no 
new concession without the 
resolution of the previous,” 
Murray-Bruce said.
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USAID, SHOPS trains 1,543 health 
personnel on family planning

T
o improve Nigerian 
families’ access to 
quality, affordable 
family planning ser-
vices, the United 

States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID)-
funded Strengthening Health 
Outcomes through Private 
Sectors (ShOPS) said it has 
trained 1,543 health person-
nels in Nigeria.

Ayodele Iroko, Chief of 
Party of USAID-SHOPS Nige-
ria who made the disclosure at 
a workshop in Benin-city said 
USAID initiated the training of 
private health sector in 2007 
when they started looking at 
the different avenue on grow-
ing the capacity in the private 
sector to improve health out-
come in the country. 

Iroko said the proje ct 
trained 450 doctors, 1,046 
nurses and 47 community 
health extension workers.

She also added that with 
the training of over 140 health 
providers in Edo State and 
reaching out to 361 public 
health facilities, the project 
has been able to strengthen 
the capacity and retraining of 
private health providers.

She further disclosed that 
the program provided train-
ing and other initiatives to 
134 hospital/medical centers, 
136 community pharmacies, 
76 clinics and 174 nursing 
homes across Edo state in the 
last three years.

The Chief of Party ex-
plained that the training of the 
personnel covers areas most 
needed for Nigerian family 
planning.

Iroko further posited that 
the training include new tech-
nologies, improved counsel-
ling and effective outreach ac-
tivities for a range of maternal 
and child health services that 
provides an acceptable entrée 
into family planning. “The 
project conducted a large-scale 
census of private sector clin-
ics, hospital, medical centers, 
and nursing homes across six 
states in Nigeria: Abia, Benue, 
Edo, Kaduna, Lagos and Nas-
sarawa”. 

“Fol lowing the less on 
learnt in 2009, the project 
was streamlined, expanded for 
better achievements which it 
then gives back to SHOPS. It 

could not have been anything 
worth talking about but the 
professional appreciation of 
the Doctors, nurses and com-
munity pharmacists who were 
ready to embrace the desires 
for linkages, integration and 
partnerships’’, she said.

Speaking on the challenges 
of the program, she however 
urged beneficiaries and partici-
pants to help train and educate 
others in their catchment areas 
in other to invest into the fu-
ture of unborn Nigerians.

Also speaking, Tunde Ayo-
dele, the national vice chair-
man, Association of General 
and Private Medical Practi-
tioners in Nigeria (AGPMPN) 
said the project has improved 
access to lifesaving family 
planning, reproductive health 
and maternal and child health 
services in the state.

Ayodele added that the 
SHOPS project engaged private 
providers and trained them on 
various long acting methods of 
contraception, to expand the 
range of services offered to its 
clients which has help increase 
appreciation and quality of 
services of private hospitals in 

the state.
 Iroko who spoke at a press 

briefing before a workshop 
held at the Best Western hotel, 
Benin city, recently, disclosed 
that USAID braced the storm 
of the private health sector in 
2007 when they started look-
ing at the different avenue on 
growing the capacity in the pri-
vate sector to improve health 
outcome in the country. 

She restated further that 
SHOPS projects provides train-
ing and other interventions in 
Nigeria aimed at improving the 
quality of family planning ser-
vices noting that,” The primary 
purposes for the collection of 
data on the number of facilities, 
staffing, infrastructure, and 
business practices of private 
health facilities is to help in-
form the program interven-
tions and to allow for a baseline 
measure for a future impact 
evaluation of the intervention.”

For her, SHOPS project en-
gaged private providers and 
trained them on various long 
acting methods of contracep-
tion, to expand the range of 
services offered to its clients 
which has help increase appre-
ciation and quality of services 

of private hospitals in the state.
Family planning, simply 

put, is the practice of control-
ling the number of children 
in a family and the intervals 
between their births, par-
ticularly by means of artificial 
contraception or voluntary 
sterilization. Because “family” 
is included in the concept’s 
name, consideration of a cou-
ple’s desire to bear children, in 
the context of a family unit, is 
often considered primarily. 

Contemporary notions of 
family planning, however, 
tend to place a woman and 
her childbearing decisions at 
the centre of the discussion, 
as notions of women’s em-
powerment and reproductive 
autonomy have gained traction 
in many parts of the world. 
Family planning may involve 
consideration of the number 
of children a woman wishes 
to have, including the choice 
to have no children, as well as 
the age at which she wishes 
to have them. These matters 
are obviously influenced by 
external factors such as mari-
tal situation, career consider-
ations, financial position, any 
disabilities that may affect 
their ability to have children 
and raise them, besides many 
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other considerations. 
If sexually active, family 

planning may involve the use 
of contraception and other 
techniques to control the tim-
ing of reproduction. Other 
techniques commonly used 
include sexuality education,  
prevention and management 
of sexually transmitted infec-
tions, pre-conception coun-
seling and management, and 
infertility management. 

Family planning is some-
times used as a synonym or 
euphemism for access to and 
the use of contraception. How-
ever, it often involves methods 
and practices in addition to 
contraception. Additionally, 
there are many who might 
wish to use contraception but 
are not, necessarily, planning a 
family (e.g., unmarried adoles-
cents, young married couples 
delaying childbearing while 
building a career); family plan-
ning has become a catch-all 
phrase for much of the work 
undertaken in this realm. It 
is most usually applied to a 
female-male couple who wish 
to limit the number of children 
they have and/or to control 
the timing of pregnancy (also 
known as spacing children). 
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Flour Mills bolters commitment in fight 
against HIV/AIDs in Nigeria

F
lour Mills of Nigeria Plc 
has said that as a scientific 
organisation with focus 
on healthy living, it will 
continue to solidify ef-

forts in making Nigeria achieve its 
objective of ensuring the country 
is free from the Human Immuno-
deficiency Virus, and the Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome, 
(HIV/AIDS).

This is as the organisation said 
that it will continue to partner 
with local, national and interna-
tional organisations in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS in Nigeria. 

Speaking during its annual 
World Aids Day, scheduled on 1st 
of December, Paul Gbedebo, Group 
managing director, Four Mills said 
that the company will continue to 
join forces with the government in 
educating and enlightening people 
on how best to abstain and remain 
safe, amid the surge of the disease. 

“It is important that we keep 
people educated and informed 
about this. We need to let people 
know that even if they have HIV, 
it is not the end of the world for 
them. We also educate people to 
avoid stigmatisation and make car-
riers feel accepted in the country,” 
Gbedebo said.

He disclosed that few people 
living with the virus even work in 
the organisation and they are not 
stigmatised. “This is why we keep 
ourselves abreast on whatever 

program the government or the 
state is recommending, so that we 
are abreast with the latest medical 
instructions and findings on the 
virus,” he added.  

He explained that the organ-
isation will be going around the 

community to remind people and 
call their attention to the fact that 
HIV/AIDS still exists and is real. 

The Nigerian Business Coali-
tion Against AIDS (NiBUCAA) 
which also partnered with Flour 
Mills on the campaign brought 

an HIV positive survivor to talk 
to people on how best to manage 
the virus, so it does not escalate 
to AIDS. 

According to a representative 
of NiBUCAA, the organisation 
has remained the voice of the 

Nigerian private sector response 
to HIV and AIDS on the premise 
that businesses have collective 
leadership role to play in the 
wide multi-sectoral response to 
the pandemic and other related 
ailments.

Sanofi recently announced that 
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) approved 

once-daily Soliqua™ 100/33 (insulin 
glargine & lixisenatide injection) 100 
Units/mL & 33 mcg/mL for the treat-
ment of adults with type 2 diabetes 
inadequately controlled on basal 
insulin (less than 60 Units daily) or 
lixisenatide.

Soliqua 100/33 is the combina-
tion of Lantus® (insulin glargine 100 
Units/mL) and lixisenatide, a GLP-1 
receptor agonist, in a once-daily in-
jection, studied in a Phase 3 program 
of more than 1,900 patients.

Soliqua 100/33 will be delivered 
in a single pre-filled pen for once-
daily dosing covering 15 to 60 Units 
of insulin glargine 100 Units/mL and 
5 to 20 mcg of lixisenatide using Solo-
Star technology, the most frequently 
used disposable insulin injection 
pen platform in the world.2 Soliqua 
100/33 will be available in U.S. retail 
pharmacies in January 2017.

“Sanofi continues to be a pioneer 
in developing diabetes therapies and 
in bringing forward new treatment 
options for the approximately 50 

percent of patients whose blood 
sugar levels remain uncontrolled on 
daily basal insulin. Soliqua 100/33 is 
an alternate new approach that can 
help adults living with type 2 diabe-
tes uncontrolled on basal insulin or 
lixisenatide to reach their treatment 
goal,” said Elias Zerhouni, M.D., Presi-
dent, Global R&D, Sanofi.  

The combination was submit-
ted for regulatory review in a total 
of 10 markets, including the EU, 
where the Committee for Medicinal 
Products for Human Use (CHMP) of 
the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) adopted a positive opinion 
for the marketing authorization of 
the product on November 11, 2016. 

It has not yet been approved for use 
by any health authority outside 
the U.S.     

Soliqua 100/33 is an injectable 
prescription medicine that con-
tains 2 diabetes medicines, insulin 
glargine and lixisenatide, that may 
improve blood sugar (glucose) con-
trol in adults with type 2 diabetes, 

when used with diet and exercise in 
people who are not controlled with 
long-acting (basal) insulin (less than 
60 units daily) or lixisenatide.

	 •	 It	has	not	been	
studied in people with a history of 
pancreatitis.

	 •	 It	 is	not	recom-
mended for people who also take 
lixisenatide or other medicines 
called GLP-1 receptor agonists.

	 •	 It	is	not	for	use	in	
people with type 1 diabetes, diabetic 
ketoacidosis, or who have a stomach 
problem that causes slow emptying 
(gastroparesis).

	 •	 It	has	not	been	
studied together with short-acting 
insulin.

	 •	 It	 is	not	known	
if SOLIQUA 100/33 is safe and ef-
fective in children under 18 years 
of age.

The manufacturers warn that 
you do not use SOLIQUA 100/33 if 
you are having an episode of low 
blood sugar (hypoglycemia) or if 
you are allergic to insulin glargine, 
lixisenatide, or any of the other in-
gredients in SOLIQUA 100/33.

Sanofi Receives FDA approval of Soliqua™ 100/33, for 
the treatment of adults with Type 2 diabetes 
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N
ico Rosberg has sen-
sationally announced 
his retirement from 
Formula One with 
immediate effect on 

the eve of the FIA prize giving 
ceremony in Geneva. 

 In possibly the most surprising 
retirement in F1 history, Rosberg 
has confirmed in a statement he 
made the decision to leave the 
sport on Monday night, 24 hours 
after sealing a maiden F1 world 
championship in Abu Dhabi. 

  Rosberg says he told his wife 
Vivian and key members of his 
management team before ap-
proaching Mercedes team princi-
pal Toto Wolff who is understood 
to have backed the decision. 

  The 31-year-old becomes the 
first driver to leave the sport as 
reigning F1 world champion since 
Alain Prost in 1993. 

 In an emotional statement via 
his official Facebook page, Rosberg 
has explained his reasons behind 
the decision to leave the sport 
days after wrapping up a first F1 
world title. 

 Rosberg explains after achiev-
ing his ‘dream’ of being an F1 
world champion he has consid-
ered the ‘pain and sacrifices’ re-
quired during his title charge and 
wants to readdress that balance to 
enjoy family life. 

  “This season, I tell you, it was 
so damn tough,” Rosberg said. “I 
pushed like crazy in every area 
after the disappointments of the 

Th e  1 1 t h  e d i t i o n  o f 
FrieslandCampina WAMCO’s 
annual sports tournament 

(FCWAMCO Games 2016) has ended 
with Team Peak 456 as champions 
with a lone goal victory over Team 
Three Crowns at the Agege Stadium 
in Lagos.

 Rahul Colaco, managing director 
and grand patron of FCWAMCO 
Games 2016, said it was pleasing to 
witness the grand finale of a compe-
tition, which involved intense work 
and dedication by cross-functional 
stakeholders.

  A novelty match was played 
in Colaco’s honour and it featured 
both male and female staff of 
FrieslandCampina WAMCO as 
Team WAMCO played with Team 
LOC. 

In his words, “My dream as you 
know is for us to emerge champions 
at the next FMCG Games, having 
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last two years; they fuelled my 
motivation to levels I had never 
experienced before. 

 “And of course that had an impact 
on the ones I love, too – it was a 
whole family effort of sacrifice, put-
ting everything behind our target. 

  “I cannot find enough words to 
thank my wife Vivian; she has been 
incredible. She understood that this 
year was the big one, our opportu-
nity to do it, and created the space 
for me to get full recovery between 
every race, looking after our daugh-
ter each night, taking over when 
things got tough and putting our 

championship first.” 
 Rosberg says he had been con-

sidering a step away from F1 after 
moving to a position where the 
title race fell into his own hands 
in Japan when he only needed to 
finish directly behind team-mate 
Lewis Hamilton to seal the world 
crown over the final four races. 

 “When I won the race in Suzuka, 
from the moment when the destiny 
of the title was in my own hands, 
the big pressure started and I began 
to think about ending my racing ca-
reer if I became World Champion,” 
he said. “On Sunday morning in Abu 

Rahul Colaco, managing director, FrieslandCampina WAMCO Nigeria Plc 
receiving a trophy as Grand Patron, FCWAMCO Games from compensation 
& benefitting manager, Kenneth Omeni during the closing ceremony of 
the 11th edition of the game held recently at Agege Stadium, Lagos.

Dhabi, I knew that it could be my 
last race and that feeling cleared my 
head before the start.” 

 The German driver says he has 
been given assurances and back-
ing from Wolff about his decision 
as he looks to relish being F1 world 
champion before making his next 
career move. 

 “There is time to savour the next 
weeks, to reflect on the season and 
to enjoy every experience that 
comes my way,” he said. “After 
that, I will turn the next corner 
in my life and see what it has in 
store for me.” 

Team Peak emerge champions at 2016 FCWAMCO games
put in so much effort.”

 Earlier on, Team Peak Milk won 
the third place match in a 4-2 pen-
alty decider against Team Peak 
Choco, after an initial draw of 1-1 
at full time.

 Formerly known as “MD’s Cup” the 
tournament was renamed ‘FCWAM-
CO Games’ having evolved from 
being just a football competition to a 
bouquet of sports and indoor games, 
which include table tennis, chess, 
scrabble and virtual soccer.

  Colaco further explained, “FC-
WAMCO Games is in line with the 
objectives of encouraging employ-
ees to take ownership of the cor-
porate values of FrieslandCampina 
WAMCO through the tournament. 
Team spirit and hard work are the 
core drivers of this initiative, and 
the results have clearly shown that 
together, we can achieve more.”
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Ronaldo, Messi, Griezmann battle for FIFA Award

T
he three nominees for The 
Best FIFA Men’s Player 
Award have been revealed; 
with perennial rivals Cris-
tiano Ronaldo and Lionel 

Messi joined by Atletico Madrid star 
Antoine Griezmann in the final three. 
The list of 23 names has been trimmed 
down to the elite trio after voting by 
captains and coaches of national teams, 
select members of the media and fans 
voting, with the winner to be crowned 
at the ceremony on 9 January in Zurich.

Cristiano Ronaldo
Ronaldo had an outstanding year 

in continental competitions, securing 
his third UEFA Champions League 
title, his second for Real Madrid, 
finishing as top scorer with 16 goals 
on the way to the final – in which 
the Portuguese scored the winning 
penalty in the shootout against Los 
Blancos’ rivals Atletico Madrid. Six 
weeks later, he captained his country 
to their first major trophy, scoring 
three goals to help his side to a final 
where he was restricted to just 25 
minutes of action, but provided a 
memorable performance in helping 
to cajole his team to victory from the 
sideline.

 Lionel Messi
Argentina and Barcelona’s talis-

man Messi had yet another phenom-
enal year, guiding his side to a league 
and cup double, scoring 26 goals in 
an incredibly tight La Liga title race, 
and captaining his country to the fi-
nal of the Copa America Centenario. 
Ultimately, the national team glory 
with Argentina he craves was denied 
him by Chile once more, with La Roja 
defeating La Albiceleste on penalties 
in the finale. It was, however another 
fruitful year for Messi, who stepped 
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past Gabriel Batistuta as his Argen-
tina’s top goalscorer during the Copa 
America Centenario. 

Antoine Griezmann
After steadily improving in recent 

years, Griezmann announced himself 
as one of the world’s outstanding 
players this year thanks, in part, to his 
performances on home soil at UEFA 
EURO 2016. The diminutive forward, 
often found in a ‘9.5’ role between the 
forward line and midfield, was top 
scorer in the tournament as he helped 
his country reach the final, only to be 
defeated by Ronaldo’s Portugal. The 
Frenchman also ended the 2015-16 
season as his club side’s top goalscorer, 

helping Atleti to third in La Liga, and 
to a tight final defeat to Ronaldo’s Real 
in the Champions League.

In the coaching race, Claudio Ranieri 
and Fernando Santos, the men behind 
two of the year’s biggest surprises, 
were nominated for the best coach 
award alongside Real Madrid’s Zin-
edine Zidane.

Italian Ranieri led Leicester City 
to the English Premier League title 
against all the odds while Santos won 
Euro 2016 with Portugal, their first 
major trophy.

The women’s player of the year of 
the award has been held every year 
since 2001.

From 2010 to last year inclusive, 
the awards were organised jointly 
with France Football magazine and 
known as the FIFA Ballon d’Or.

Germany’s Melanie Behringer, last 
year’s winner Carli Lloyd of the U.S. 
and Brazil’s five-times winner Marta 
were nominated for the women’s 
player of the year award.

The first FIFA award was held in 
1991 when German Lothar Matthaeus 
won it.

Following the split with the French 
publication, the ceremony, which 
will be held in Zurich on Jan. 9, has 
been renamed “The Best FIFA Football 
Awards’’.

… as governor Willie Obiano donates N10m to the team

N
igeria are highly motivated 
to qualify for the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia even though the 

qualifying tournament still has a long 
way to go, according to Super Eagles 
coach Gernot Rohr.

The Super Eagles have missed out 
on two straight AFCONs, but they lead 
their qualifying group for Russia 2018 
with six points after two rounds of 
matches.

Cameroon have two points, while 
Zambia and Algeria are on a point each.

Rohr said his team are motivated to 
play at the World Cup in Russia.

“They are very motivated. To qualify 
for Russia is more than a dream, it is 
something they want to have, they 
missed another AFCON, that is difficult 
for a big country like Nigeria,” said Rohr.

 “They are hungry, they want to go to 
World Cup and because they are young, 

Nigeria motivated for Russia 2018 World Cup, Rohr

they don’t have so many titles, experi-
ence in international football.

“But they will always fight for their 
country, they will always give their 

best.
“It’s a good feeling (to be top of the 

group), but there is still a long way to 
go to Russia. We still have another 
four games and 12 more points. We are 
happy but we are also humbled.”

Rohr said he is happy with the prog-
ress of the team, but at the same time 
admitted there is still a lot more work to 
be done before the World Cup qualifiers 
resume in August 2017.

“The players are changing but the 
philosophy remains the same, the 
players could come and go but spirit 
remains and this is very important for 
the future,” he remarked.

“We must have a stronger team in 
certain positions, we have some prob-
lems, we must be honest about this. Not 
all is perfect, there is still a lot of work to 
do in some positions, but we must find 
better solutions.”
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 Stock Exchange 419 (2)

M
y friend Goke Adebayo’s 
narrative of the interview 
w i t h  t h e  b r i g h t  y o u n g 
Nigerian economist had 
captured my interest. What 

was this story “The Bottle Imp” by 19th 
century Scottish novelist Robert Louis 
Stevenson, and what did it have to do with 
the Stock Market and the so-called Big Boys 
who supposedly manipulate it for their own 
gain?

“Stevenson, you may recall,” said Goke, 
“is the man who gave us Treasure Island, a 
novel that every schoolboy knew in those 
days.”

“Oh, the wooden-legged old sailor Long 
John Silver with his parrot at the Admiral 
Benbow?”

“That’s it. It’s a tale of empire—how 
the Europeans slaughtered the Native 
Americans, stole their silver and gold, then 
murdered each other over the loot.”

“Devil take the hind-most . . .”
“That’s the abiding principle. Dog eat 

dog eat dog eat dog. That’s the system 
they brought into the world when they 
‘discovered’ America—and that, said the 
young man, is the Stock Exchange.”

“Interesting. But what’s the Bottle Imp?”
“I never heard the story until the young 

man told it. But I’ve since looked it up on the 
Internet. It’s the same stock exchange, devil 
take the hind-most principle—though the 
mechanics may be upside-down. The Bottle, 

inhabited by an imp or little devil, will give its 
owner whatever his heart desires . . .”

“Health, wealth, women . . .? But what’s 
the catch?”

“If you die owning the Bottle, the devil 
takes your soul to burning hell. So you must 
sell the Bottle at some point—and sell it for 
less than you bought it.”

“Which means, I suppose, that when the 
price comes down to one kobo, you can’t sell 
it because the system has nothing less than 
one kobo.”

“Exactly. You are then the hind-most, 
and the devil has you! You’re left holding the 
bag—or the Bottle!”

I couldn’t hold my laughter any longer. So 
this is the secret meaning of things!

“You’ve been out-fought, out-witted, 
defeated, beat . . .”

“By fair means or foul. If all life is economic, 
economics must be war—and in war, all is said 
to be fair.”

“You are left holding the bag, which you 
believed was full of gold, precious stones, 
genuine paper . . .”

“But which turns out to be counterfeits, 
n e w s p a p e r  c u t- o u t s,  p a s t e - t r i n k e t s, 
gunpowder and rum.”

“Meaning you’ve been had,” he went 
on. “You’ve been bamboozled! Your shares 
have lost all resale value. Your stocks are 
all sold out. Fiscal policy, monetary policy, 
all known  economic policies—none can 
support you any longer. The Minister of 
Finance, the Director of SEC, the Governor 
of Central Bank, even the President himself 
has abandoned you to your fate. You have the 
Bottle Imp. You’re the Big Loser. You lost your 
life’s savings on the Big Board. You might as 
well leap from your 29th floor corner office 
on Wall Street, or your 10th floor office on the 
Marina, or put a bullet through your head. 
Bloody fool!”

“Aren’t you just a bit harsh, Goke? In any 
case, how did the Big Boys bring about your 
loss?”

“The Big Boys of Old, the great-grandfathers 
of today’s Big Boys—they designed the system, 
set the rules, enshrined them in Law. As long 
as they and their cohorts play by the rules, 
they are safe from prosecution for tricking 
people to lose their money. They cannot be 

hauled before any Ethics Committee, nor 
can they be sanctioned by the Professional 
Associations. No lawyer will accept to bring 
a case against them, and no judge will rule 
against them. They are home free.

“Amazing! You mean the Stock Exchange 
is above the law?”

“It isn’t above the law. IT IS THE LAW!”
“How do the Big Boys manipulate it?”
“The Big Boys are multi-millionaires. They 

command huge pools of cash. They buy shares 
by the tens of millions, especially shares of 
low value from failing companies. Then they 
fan up popular enthusiasm for their stocks. 
They advertise them, publicize them. They 
pay juicy bribes to reporters, columnists, 
professors of economics, financial analysts, 
TV pundits and radio talking heads to push 
their stocks, so that, day and night, the media 
is filled with songs of praise for their stocks. 
The public, who don’t know a mutual fund 
from a derivative, are thoroughly taken in, 
and they rush and buy those stocks with their 
hard-earned savings and borrowed funds. 
The prices go up, sometimes by the hour—
from $2 a share to $200 a share; from N1000 
to N10,000 a share. THEN the Big Boys will 
strike! They start selling their shares, raking 
in huge profits. The so-called Bull of the 
Market transfigures into a Bear. When those 
in the know see the pattern, they too start 
selling their shares, making large to moderate 
profits. Demand for the stocks falls, and so do 
prices; but profit is still made. However, the 
vast majority of the public, the legendary 97 
percent, have no idea what is going on. They 
are like the flies with no one to advise them, 
who follow the corpse into the grave. They 
are left with handfuls of worthless stock. The 
clever ones have made their money, leaving 
them holding the Bottle. The Bottle Imp 
carries their souls straight to economic hell.”

I took a deep breath. “What happens next?”
“What follows is an economic downturn, 

a recession, or a depression—whatever 
fancy term is in vogue. Shortly thereafter, 
the Big Boys get back in the market, buy up 
all available stock at next to nothing, and 
start the cycle all over again. Then it’s called 
Economic Recovery. Just watch the media. 
The Pied Pipers and Praise Singers are at it 
again . . . .”
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Week
Quotes of the

Nowadays e-mail servers scan e-mail messages before 
you even download them. Some e-mail servers even 
send you an automated e-mail to inform you about an 
infected incoming e-mail or about an infected outgoing 
e-mail rejected by a receiving e-mail server. So local 
scanning of e-mail messages is far less important. Fur-
thermore, I am not sure if the anti-virus software I use 
(ClamAV) is capable of detecting viruses in e-mail attach-
ments encoded as ASCII characters. Anyway, purely out 
of curiosity I decided to investigate whether it would be 
possible to scan Thunderbird’s temporary files reliably.

To configure Thunderbird to create the temporary 
message files, it is necessary to select ‘Edit’ > ‘Preferences’ 
> ‘Security’ > ‘Antivirus’ and tick ‘Allow anti-virus clients 
to quarantine individual incoming messages’ (which sets 
mailnews.downloadToTempFile to true). Once that op-
tion has been selected, Thunderbird creates a temporary 
file /tmp/newmsg per message, which exists for a very 
brief (and inconstant) time before Thunderbird deletes 
it. When downloading several e-mail messages in very 
rapid succession, Thunderbird creates temporary files 
with different names (‘newmsg‘, ‘newmsg-1‘, ‘newmsg-2‘, 
‘newmsg-3‘ and so on) to avoid overwriting messages, but 
usually one file named newmsg is sufficient to cater for 
the message download rate, as Thunderbird only keeps 
the temporary files for a very short time until it moves 
the message to the Inbox.

The problem with this approach is that Thunderbird 
does not provide any handshake mechanism to inform 
external anti-virus software that it has finished writ-
ing to a temporary file and that the file is available for 
scanning, nor does Thunderbird provide any handshake 
mechanism for external anti-virus software to inform 
Thunderbird when the scan of each temporary message 
file has finished (i.e. to tell Thunderbird that it can go 
ahead and delete the temporary file). In other words, the 
Thunderbird ‘solution’ is not a solution at all. In fact, I 
have found empirically that, if the anti-virus software 
is not fast enough, it can scan an incomplete temporary 
message file (i.e. the evaluation of the e-mail message 
would not be thorough and hence would be invalid).

Blogs
From the 

“The current U.S. government has breached the 
nuclear deal in many occasions. The latest is exten-
sion of sanctions for 10 years, if it happens, would 
surely be against JCPOA, and the nation would 
definitely react to it.” Ayatollah Khamenei, Iran 
Supreme Leader.
“It will be a welcome development if we find an 
American President who has that kind of disposi-
tion. One is not saying ‘cut off aid completely’. But 
you also find out that the aid money that comes to 
Africa also ends up in bureaucratic nonsense. The 
money really doesn’t get to the people who actually 
need it. Chido Onumah, coordinator, African Centre 
for Media & Information Literacy (ACMIL).
“Imagine these days, a woman would be pregnant 
and say she is going to America to give birth all 
because she wants her child to be American citizen. 
A girl told my friend ‘I can’t marry you because you 
can’t sponsor me to the US to deliver my baby’. What 
kind of nonsense is that? If Donald Trump takes 
his stand on immigration it will be good for us. Joe 
Nwokedi, human right lawyer and a social crusader. 

Numbers
$867m
The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) says it has given 
access to about 7,792 requests for foreign exchange 
valued at over 867 million dollars to manufacturers 
and other strategic actors in the Nigerian economy. 

N310bn
The Bank of Industry (BoI) says its N310 billion 
five-year financing programme for Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (SMEs) will fast track expansion 
of the sector.


