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 Peter Ward at the Eureka, at 
Tucker Creek, 2007

 Peter is a researcher of this area’s 
mining heritage, and compiler of 
these notes. His notes on the reef 
mining history of the Wentworth are 
also available as a companion to 
these more general notes.

 Gavin Keating, at the mouth of 
the Palmerston ‘lower adit’ 
(Grant), 2007

 Gavin has taken most of the fine 
photographs in these booklets, as 
well as having done early research, 
and organising all our field trips.  

    Peter                                  Gavin                                     Fred

 The bush fires that swept Victoria’s High Country in the Summer of 2006-7 exposed 
large areas of our mining and cultural heritage, giving opportunity to map and 
photograph many artefacts of our history that had not been visible for generations.
  It was a brief window of opportunity, and one that closed quickly. The bush, lacking 
overstory, quickly regenerated with a forest floor thicker with scrub than before, and 
once again our history was hidden.

 During that brief window, Peter, Gavin and Fred walked many of these areas, recording 
and photographing.

A very brief

Fred Sargent,  at Union Spur 
(Grant), 2007

 Fred has visited, mapped and 
researched over five thousand 
mines in Victoria’s North East, 
Upper Dargo, Grant and Normanby 
areas.
Fred’s mind is forensic, with 
exacting recall of detail.  

http://www.exceworks.com/Goldfields


Research by Peter Ward.
Photography by Gavin Keating.. 

The Glengarry sits close to the junction of east and west branches of Brewery (Jones') creek.
There was a battery, at least four huts, and the mines above. 
 In 2007 this was excellent walk of about four hours each way if you use the original Brewery Creek  
Mining Track 388, but best walk off the South Bassalt Knob track. Actually nothing to see. The mine we 
located does not fit well with the contemporary descriptions, and we believe the main workings to be one 
ridge south of where we photographed. We also were not able to pinpoint the battery site, but the later 
addition of the official track map to this file pinpoints it exactly.

Why visit this complex?
1. This was on a Government mining track ( No. 388) that was proposed to be continued as 

an access to the High Plains.
2. Actually, very little to see in terms of adits or battery site.
3. The walking track is well formed, and good examples of benching exist. It typifies the     

typical mining track put in pre 1900 by the Victorian Government
.

Caveats. The South Bassalt Knob track was almost impossible to ascend by 4x4. Rough, cut out and 
slippery at the Talbotville end. We chose to come down the track from the North to the walk off.

If starting from the junction of Brewery Creek and the Crooked River, you must walk about 300m of 
creek bed, before walking up the eastern bank to find the track about 30m above the creek. The track 
obviously originally started at the junction, but has lost all definition.

2016 Note: The walking track is now becoming overgrown..

 

The track up Brewery Creek seems to end here, with four hut sites. One is right on the track at a
 gully where there is a flat piece of creek flat, the others 50m further up. Left is a deer hunters 
campfire on edge of flat with hut site. Whilst we could not find the extension, this track ran on to 
the High Plains.

Updated 24 Mar 2016. These notes include original and Copyright drawings 
by Fred Sargent, used with permission. I also include material from Fred's 
extensive collection, and gratefully acknowledge his extensive voluntary 
research and field work in documenting, mapping and recording the mines of 
Victoria's North East. Sitting at the north most end of the old

 Brewery Creek mining track.



 

1. Walk off Bassalt Knob track

2. Pictured mines. These are only  
minor workings of the Glengarry.
Later discovery of the track map 
allow us to mark the spot where 
bttery and mine are located

3. Follow ridge down to meet Brewery 
Creek track,  find hut sites at track 
end just before creek branches.
Walk back along track to battery 
site.Mine was above battery, fed by 
skidway.

1
2
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We came down Bassalt Knob Track, a longer but safer alternative than going up! 
The small mine as part of the Glengarry, and on its lease. Bottom left is loading area, 
with track descending the ridge that quickly loses definition



Left, extract from Department of Mines, Mining Tracks,1909, showing Track 388. Map showing tracks completed 
by 1896 on right has no track 338

When the track survey was made, it was intended to extend the track to join track 106,and so provide access to 
the Glengarry battery for High Country quartz miners

Walking track was well benched.
                   Fred Sargent photograph

              



Official track map, downloaded from
Geological Survey of Victoria
Earth Resources Policy and Programs

Trak Notes indicate the track was surveyed 
to meen Track 106, further north. As we 
found the track obviously ended as seen on 
this contract map, the extension may not 
have been built.



Portion of Track Notes, p. 21, 22 showing battery and mine location. A further three hut sites were found at track end.

SLEDWAY



Original drawing by Fred Sargent, in whom all copyright resides. Used with Permission.



Original drawing by Fred Sargent, in whom all copyright resides. Used with Permission.

Three huts sat at junction of East and West branches of Brewery Creek.

Shovels at hut site                                       Inside adit
                                                                            Fred Sargent photographs.   Used with permission



“Snippets” (1)

23 Jun 1865
The Glengarry Reef situated some miles up Jones' Creek is turning out some very rich stone, 
but the vein is not so thick as was reported. 
Another reef named the Warhawks has been taken up between the Glengarry and Pioneer 
Reefs. 
The Warhawk can be traced for some distance along the surface, and is about two foot thick, 
with good gold in the solid stone.

17 Sept 1867
The Glengarry are packing to the Jeff. Davis Company's machine; they will have about 20 
tons, from which a good yield is expected; the stone at present at the mill looks like 8 ounce 
stone. 

1. “Snippets” attribution:
Unstated Author, as “Crooked River (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT)”, 
“Gippsland Times, Date as per headers, Retrieved from trove.nla.gov.au, 19/07/2014

                                                           Peter Ward   1/9/2014

Adit portal.

  Fred Sargent photograph
  Used with permission

“This reef was on the north west side of the spur between the Crooked River and Brewery Creek 
about five miles from Talbotville. The strike was northwest and dipped to the east.  The reef was 
nine inches wide.  It was worked from an open cut 120 feet long and 15 feet deep and also from 
a shaft sunk 80 feet.  In 1898 it was worked by the Glengarry Gold Mining Co which sank one 
shaft to 120 feet and another one to 30 feet on the south end of the open cut.  Only one 
crushing is recorded, 27 tons for 35 ounces in 1865.” 
Unpublished Report, Dept of Mines Victoria, No. 26, Grant and Dargo Goldfields, 12th March, 
1947.

Extracted  from Fred Sargent's research collection. Reproduced with permission.



Mines Register 
 

689  Jones Ck Glengarry 1865 5 16 Thomas Morrin, Charles 
King, Samuel Hemming 

1 SE 

757  Jones Ck Glengarry 1865 7 13 Alexander McDonald & Co TCl 
930  Jones Ck Glengarry 1865 12 6 W. L. Orr 1/12 transferred from 

Edward Dobson 
935  Jones Ck Glengarry 1865 12 11 Angus McDonald 1/3 transferred from 

Archibald McDonald 
946  Jones Ck Glengarry 1865 12 14 John McDonald 1/6 transferred from Angus 

McDonald 
948  Jones Ck Glengarry 1865 12 15 Thomas Hunter 1/4 1 SE transferred from 

Angus McDonald 
949  Jones Ck Glengarry 1865 12 15 J. E. Dobson 1/24 transferred from John 

McDonald 
976  Jones Ck Glengarry 1865 12 20 Thomas McCarnick 1/8 No 1 transferred from 

T. Morris, C. King, S. 
Hemmings 

26  Jones Ck Glengarry 1866 1 11 J. E. Dobson 1/12 transferred from 
Angus McDonald 

28  Jones Ck Glengarry 1866 1 12 B. B. Nicholson 1/24 transferred from J. L. 
Orr 

81  Jones Ck Glengarry 1866 1 29 B. B. Nicholson 1/6 transferred from A. 
McDonald 

103  Jones Ck Glengarry 1866 2 6 W. G. Lempriere 1/24 transferred from M. L. 
Orr 

119  Jones Ck Glengarry 1866 2 17 George A. Syme 1/8 1 W transferred from F. 
Lewis 

151 Wonn R  Glengarry 1866 3 13 Henry Amsinck 1/4 1 SE transferred from 
John Fowler 

476 Crooked 
River 

 Glengarry 1866 9 17 Oliver Parnhaw 1/24 transferred from W. G. 
Lemprier 

573  Jones Ck Glengarry 1866 11 3 Archibald McDonald  
574  Jones Ck  1866 11 3 Archibald McDonald residence site 
25 Crooked 

River 
 Glengarry 1884 6 24 Alex Farquhar abandoned ground  betwen 

Brewery Ck & Crooked R 
4 Crooked 

River 
Brewery Ck Glengarry 1897 1 13 James Costello Including Glengarry 

106 Crooked 
River 

Brewery Ck Glengarry 1897 11 13 Thomas Tussup, Glengarry 
GMCo 

battery site 2 a~ 1/2 mile W 
of Glengarry shaft 

107 Crooked Brewery Ck Glengarry 1897 11 13 Thomas Tussup, Glengarry tunnel site ~ 500 ft S & 
River GMCo below Glengarry shaft 

64 Crooked 
River 

Brewery Ck Glengarry 1898 10 14 George M. Cummins, 
Glengarry GMCo 

above Glengarry battery 

1865, May 10, Gippsland Times 

Notes  from Fred Sargent's collected research.
Reproduced with permission.



1865, August 23 The Glengarry reef, situate some miles up Jones’ Creek is turning out some very rich stone, but the vein is not so thick as 
reported.-Gippsland Times  
 
1865, December 7 A trial crushing from the Glengarry Reef, on Jones's Creek, last week, went a little over, 4 oz to the ton. This result may lead 
to the erection of a small plant for this reef.-Age 
 
1865, December 14 The Glengarry, owned by Messrs Macdonald, formerly of Myrtleford, had a trial crushing last week, which yielded 4oz per 
ton.-Ovens & Murray Advertiser  
 
1867, September 10  The Glengarry are raising some very good surface stone, which it is reported, will yield four ounces to the ton. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1867, September 17  The Glengarry are packing to the Jeff Davis Company’s machine; they will have about 20 tons, from which a good yield is 
expected; the stone at present at the mill looks like 3 ounce stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, September 28   The Glengarry have commenced crushing at the Jeff Davis machine, but have also been compelled to stop in consequence 
of the weather preventing them from finishing packing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October 15 The Glengarry have not yet finished; the river having been flooded they were unable to cross with the stone, but expect to 
finish on Saturday. -Gippsland Times 

 
1867, October 19 The Glengarry have not yet finished ; the river having been flooded they were unable to cross with the stone, hut - expect to 
finish on Saturday.-Ovens & Murray Advertiser  
 
1867, October  22 The Glengarry Prospecting claim finished crushing this week 28 tons of stone at the Jeff Davis Company’s mill, which yielded 
under one and a half ounces to the ton. This is considerably below the expected yield. From the appearance of the stone, the shareholders 
expected over three ounces. -Gippsland Times 
 

Notes  from Fred Sargent's collected research. Reproduced with permission.



 

1897, September 13 Started break out stone. Reef appears to be widening, and gold showing.-Argus 
 
1897, November 1 Stone from shaft assay b A. E. Glover  5oz 17dwt 14gr New cut (two samples) 4oz 14dwt 7gr and 4oz 13dwt 11gr. -Argus 
 
1897, December 6 Stone at Bairnsdale School of Mines. -Argus 
 
1898, January 24  20th- Paddocking stone to be ready for battery. -Argus 
 
1898, February 21 18th- Shaft winze in open cut 25ft; driven 30ft. 30 tons new stone at grass. -Argus 
 
1898, February 28 25th- Battery on road to mine. -Argus 
 
1898, March 6 Winze down 30ft; reef 4ft wide. Battery has left Stratford. -Argus 
 
1898, March 14 15 tons stone at grass. Reef looking well. -Argus 
 
1898, March 21 18th- Portion of battery within six miles of site. Making sleigh track to facilitate delivery. -Argus 
 
1898, April 18 The Glengarry is still looking well, and machinery is being erected. The machinery is being carried all the way from Bendigo 
by the Co-operative Carrying Company, of that city, much to the chagrin of the local carriers.  The price is said to be £100, but the contractors 
evidently did not know the nature of the country when they bargained.  I have just been told that the company very generously intend giving an 
extra £50. A brother of Mr Reginald Murray has just inspected the Glengarry mine and speaks hopefully, although he would have liked to have 
seen it a little more developed before the machinery is erected. -Gippsland Times 
 
1898, May 24 The contractor for carting the Glengarry machinery has finished, and I expect tenders will be invited shortly for its erection.- 
Omeo Standard 
 
1899, May 29 see Bairnsdale Advertiser May 30-Argus 
 
1898, May 30 A reef showing stone of exceptional richness has been found on the fall of the Dividing Range into the Crooked River by Mr. 
Tussup, manager of the Glengarry mine, Talbotville. The cost of conveying machinery from Stratford to this mine, Glengarry, some 90 miles, was 
£200, equal to £20 per ton. It will be erected forthwith, the motive power being water. The Glengarry reef averages 2ft in thickness, and is 2oz to 
3oz stone. -Argus 

 
1898, August 29 Stoping out stone. Opened up on line of reef 25ft. -Argus 
 
1898, April 4 Arranging erection of battery and cutting race. Balance of machinery on road.- -Argus 
 
1898, August 22 Driving N to reach deep shaft. Contract let for water race and erection of battery. -Argus 
 
1898, September 13 The last of the machinery for the Glengarry reef left Stratford last week. The route of carriage is via Dargo and Grant, and 
thence to Talbotville. The roads are very steep and rough. This battery is to be erected on Brewer's Creek, about five miles from Talbotville post 
office, immediately the machinery arrives. -Bairnsdale Advertiser  
 
1898, September 19 The last of the machinery for the Glengarry battery has left here (Stratford) for Talbotville, where it will be erected. -Argus 
 
1898, October 10 Completed sleigh road from mine to battery. Reef on new lease carrying gold. Contractor intends starting crushing 10 th. 
Water race completed, and water running on Pelton wheel. -Argus 
 
1898, October 17  12th- Directors left the mine. Battery to be working now. -Argus 
 
1898, October 24  17th- Sunk winze 17ft. Taking not very rich stone and still going underfoot. Battery ready for crushing. -Argus 
 
1898, October 31 27th- Expect to be in full working order Monday. -Argus 
 
1898, November 11 Battery crushing three head. Box and plates looking well. Contractor expects to finish pressure box on Monday. Soon expect 
to run five heads. -Argus 
 
1898, November 21 17 th- Battery still crushing. Hope to clean up about 20th. -Argus 
 
1898, November 23 At the Glengarry over 100 tons of stone is at grass, 40 tons having been put through the mill. The reef is 7ft wide, gold 
showing right through. The battery is completed, and the water-race cut. -Argus 
 
1898, November 24 At the Glengarry reef, Brewery Creek, Talbotville, 100 tons will be shortly crushed. The reef is 7 feet wide, and carries gold all 
through. The company have gone to considerable expense, and erected a battery, which is worked by water power. The cartage of the machinery 
cost over £20 per ton-Bairnsdale Advertiser 

 
Notes  from Fred Sargent's collected research. Reproduced with permission.



 

1898, November 28 Glengarry Talbotville 23rd.-Contractors handed over battery and water race Cleaning up-Argus 
 
1898, December 5 The Glengarry, Brewery Creek, are cleaning up, but the result is not obtainable. There is a large body of stone 8 feet wide in 
this mine, and 5 dwt to the ton will pay. The last crushing averaged over ½ oz to the ton. -Bairnsdale Advertiser 
 
1898, December 29 The Glengarry cleaned up 90 tons for 38oz 13dwt. This must be considered very satisfactory, as the stone was taken from 
the whole width of a 7ft reef. With sufficient power to drive more stampers, this mine should not be long before it was on the dividend paying 
list. The supply of water in the Brewery Creek has not, so far, been sufficient to keep the five stamps going continuously with the Pelton wheel. -
Argus 
 
1899, February 20 Present shoot of stone pitching strongly S. Expect to meet with N shoots deeper down. No water for crushing. -Argus 
 
1899, April 10 Driving from bottom of winze in quartz and formation; every appearance of stone ahead. -Argus 
 
1899, May 15 10th- S drive extended 6ft. Stripped W side stone. Face appears nearing point of contact with indicator, bifurcation stone 
proved spice payable length 13ft. Underhand stope stone depth 5ft, rising on 8ft; payble stone. Almost 80 tons at grass. Contractor starts 
hauling 10th. -Argus 
 
1899, May 30 The Glengarry is taking 100 tons of what is considered 1oz stone from the mine to the battery. The reef is large, about 6ft 
through and patchy-Bairnsdale Advertiser 
 
1899, June 1 The Glengarry is taking 100 tons of what; is considered 1oz stone from the mine to the battery. The reef is large, about 6ft 
through and patchy.- Maffra Spectator  
 
1899, June 1 The Glengarry has sent 100 tons of what is considered 1oz stone from the mine to the battery.-Australian Mining Standard  
 
1899, June 12 6th- N drive, xcut E 10ft, W 8ft, no change. Rising, N make, stoping. Winze formation. 100 tons at grass. Opening up first. 
NW, contain also Hayes’ indecipherable NW contact formation. All backs promising. Mill reduced 7 tons, sleighing being impossible. -Argus 
 
1899, June 26 The dam at Talbotville that supplies water to the Glengarry battery has given way from the extreme pressure of recent 
floods. About 140 tons of stone, estimated at 15dwt per ton, is awaiting crushing. -Argus 
 
1899, July 3 Rise through to winze; stoping and taking out stone N of same. Xcutting NE for SE formation. Prospecting N contact makes 
of stone. Nothing yet payable. Snow and rain preventing sleighing since cleaning up 30 tons brought down; 12 tons milled. Crushing. -Argus 
 
1899, July 17 12th- Still taking out quartz N of winze. Quartz improving. If no appearance sleigh men, this week will proceed by horses to 
do work. -Argus 

 
1899, September 4 29th- Carting and crushing delayed owing to bad weather. Resume again on Monday. Excavated and extended cutting on 
Hayes’ reef 30ft on course of lode; strong well-defined reef. -Argus 
 
1899, September 20 Glengarry, Talbotville 14th- At a meeting of shareholders, held at 145 Flinders St, it was resolved to push on with the tunnel, 
in order to prospect the mine thoroughlyIt was also resolved to reform the company on the basis of 30,000 of 10/- The directors were 
empowered to deal with the forfeited shares. -Argus 
 
1899, September 25 16th- Pushing on work at Hayes’ Reef. Fixed tip-head. Squared up bottom, laid 40ft truck road; everything in good order for 
driving tunnel on course of lode. -Argus 
 
1899, October 9 30th- Tunnel on Hayes’ reef advanced 10ft; total 18.  …diorite and dyke with nice quartz veins of 1in to 6in. -Argus 
 
1899, October 10  30th- Tunnel on Hayes’ Reef advanced 10ft, total 18. Slate, diorite and dyke with nice quartz veins from 1in to 6in. -
Argus 
 
1899, October 16  7th- Tunnel Hayes’ reef extended 10ft; total 28, reef 18in, good looking stone. -Argus 
 
1899, November 4  of Mines be requested to sanction the cutting of  a pack track from near Talbotville via Brewery Creek up to the Glengarry 
quartz battery and from thence on to trade leading from Gow's on the Dargo High Plains to the Humphrey River. In asking for this track this 
board desires to point out that this is one of the available batteries in the whole district and by the cutting of this track the whole of the Dargo 
High Plains, the 25 and 30 miles creek would be enabled to pack quartz for trial crushing, as well as the head quarters of the Pioneer 
River. Moved by  Mr .J. Connolly, and seconded...-Bairnsdale Advertiser 
 
1899, November 6 28th- Tunnel extended to 55ft; reef 18in; stone on footwall good looking. Colours gold obtained but so far not payable. -
Argus 
 
1899, November 20 Glengarry, Talbotville, 11th -Tunnel advanced total 76ft lode about same size and quality from last shot fired more stone 
appears to be making-Argus 
 

Notes  from Fred Sargent's collected research. Reproduced with permission.



1899, November 27 An application has been made by the Gippsland Mining Board to the Mines Department to cut a pack track from Brewery 
Creek, Talbotville, to the Glengarry battery, and on to the track leading from Gow’s to the Humphrey River. The Glengarry battery is the only 
available one in this locality, and about the centre of the Crooked River diggings, and would serve the whole of the High Plains, 25 and 30 Mile 
Creeks, and headwaters of the Pioneer River. -Argus 
 
1899, December 4 25th- tunnel driven 8ft, total 96. No improvement. -Argus 
 
1900, February 26 On the Crooked River the dry weather is retarding  mining, as, in con sequence of most of the batteries being driven by 
water-power, they have had to hang up The Mountaineer, Ulysses, and Glengarry claims have suspended operations for the present, -Argus 
 
1900, August 20 The Glengarry battery, which was purchased by this company (Queen Bee), has been dismantled, and is now on the top of 
the range above the battery site, and will be delivered upon the spot in a week’s time. -Argus 
 
1904, December 23  Prospecting is still proceeding at the Glengarry gold mine, and nothing definite will be known till a report is sent in. 
Fair gold has been obtained, but the water difficulty is the problem to be solved. - Traralgon Record 

Notes  from Fred Sargent's collected research. Reproduced with permission.



Notes  from Fred Sargent's collected research. Reproduced with permission.



Notes  from Fred Sargent's collected research. Reproduced with permission.



Leases 
 
Name  Glengarry GMCo 
 
Location  Crooked River, Talbotville 
 
Lease Number 2973 
 
Applicant  James Hayes 
 
Date Applied 19.3.97 
 
Area, acres 29.0.8 
 
Rental      £3/15/- 
 
Gazetted  1.10.97 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 12 
 
Void  3.8.00   
 
SUSPENSIONS 
 
 1.8.98 3 m 2 men 
 11.11.98 3 m 2 men 
 2.3.99 3 m 2 men 
 1.4.99 3 m 
 
 
 
 
Name  Glengarry 
 
Location  Talbotville 
 

Lease Number 3383 
 
Applicant  George Marshall Cummins 
 
Date Applied 23.9.98 
 
Area, acres 16.7.00 
 
Rental       £3/15/- 
 
Gazetted  1.6.00 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 12 
 
Void  14.9.00    

Notes  from Fred Sargent's collected research. Reproduced with permission.
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General Caveats 

Because of the intervening years since our field visits in 2007, and rapid regrowth, sites 
described in these pages may no longer be easily or safely visited. 

Adits and shafts may be unstable, or contain foul air. We do not recommend entering adits or 
shafts.

Your preparation should include a carefully prepared backpack.  In particular please note:- 

Walking in these areas, off defined tracks, is dangerous. It is in no way what most would 
understand as regular “bushwalking” In at many places we found shafts hidden, with no visible 
mullock;  One of these is in the gully where you would naturally walk from the road to the Union 
adit, and looks as if it may be an air shaft about 30m deep. Another is on Britannia spur between 
upper and lower Britannia adits. Probably the deepest shaft, with fish-fern covering the shaft, is at 
the Hibernia.

At this altitude, even in summer, the weather can change in an instant from fine and warm to an 
icy blizzard. Take appropriate clothes in your backpack. 

The steepness of spurs, and remoteness of sites, requires fitness. Finding some of these mines 
is nothing like normal bush walking on formed and known trails. 

In particular, the amount of water you will need through a Summer’s day is more than you may 
think.  A packet of water purifying pills in your kit is good insurance.

Isolation means help is not going to be easy to find. Plan accordingly. Leave accurate maps of 
your intentions. Arrange for adequate communications, including a personal distress beacon. 

Carry a GPS and maps, with a backup compass. Some gullies are so steep your GPS, distress 
beacon, or sat-phone will not work correctly. Scrub has become so thick in places you can easily 
become totallydisoriented.

Snakes are not a real problem, except that on traversing steep slopes, your head may be very 
close to “baskers.” 

We have stumbled across huge European Wasp nests. Disturbing one may be a disaster. Wear a 
hat with a drop net, and have anti-histamine pills in your pack. Not equal to an epi-pen, but may 
be sufficient to save a  life. (NOT medical advice, get your own. Just noting my practice) 

Stumbles, trips and slips possibly present the greatest worry. A broken bone in isolated country is 
a major! Consider a walking party size of at least four for remote walks, so no one has to be left 
unaccompanied.

Some adits have a winze (shaft) in the floor. Carry a good torch! 

Some regrowth is so thick that visibility may only be a metre. Keep together! 

Of concern to many who now walk in remote bush is the wild dog, or more particularly, packs of 
wild cross bred dogs. How you prepare for this is up to you. I see the air horn is popular in the 
USA. 

Essential! Learn to use a walking pole. The extra balance point and leverage makes 
descendng steep slopes easy. 



(General caveat, continued)
Parks Victoria warns against entering mines.

Apart from danger from rock falls, we again draw your attention to hazards that may not
be evident.

1. Winze on the floor of an adit, covered with planks that are now  rotten. Photo, below right is 
on the floor of the Triumph adit. Similar in Good Hope #4 adit, and upper Britannia adit.

2. Shafts not marked, or not evident.
   Example:- As you walk off the Union Spur Track down the gully to the Union mine, 
there is an air shaft, about 30m deep. It has absolutely no mullock heap  to flag its presence. 
Photo, below left,  was taken after the fires, but at our last visit this shaft is hidden in light 
bracken.  

3. Erosion around open cuts. This picture below shows a one metre overhang (located between 
the Union adit and Grant township), which if walked on would dump you 6m down an open stope.  
 

4. Loose rocks. After the fires, and subsequent downpours, a lot of topsoil washed away, leaving 
whole hillsides covered in “scree”

5. Bad air. Jack Treasure abandoned the Treasury mine because of it, and an early  tragedy at 
Clifton Creek, where two miners died attests that the problem is real. Do a dust test for moving air 
just inside the entrance if you are entering.
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