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CONSTRUCTING NEW PARTNERSHIPS WITH THE 
RICHARDSON PIONEER GRAIN FACILITY 

People driving into High 
Level from the east 
along Highway 58 can 

now see construction on 
the new Richardson Pioneer 
(RP) high-efficiency grain 
facility at the old Mosquito 
Creek Rodeo Grounds. 
When complete, which 
is projected to happen in 
January 2021, the building 
will be a 32,000-tonne 
grain storage and handling 
facility with a first-in-the-
Peace Region loop track rail 
system that will quadruple 
hourly productivity and 
double daily handling 
capacity.

The project is the result of 
cooperation between RP, 
CN Rail, the Town of High 
Level (TOHL), and the 
High Level Agricultural 
Society (HLAS). 

Considering how many 
moving parts went into the 
process, according to all 
parties involved, the whole 
project has come together 
quickly and smoothly.

“It all went very well. 
Everybody realized the value 
of what was being put out 
there and cooperated,” said 
Brent Anderson, Location 
Manager of the RP facility 
in High Level and TOHL 
Councillor.

The new facility is being 
built on what was once the 
Mosquito Creek Rodeo 
Grounds and property 
owned by the Town. In 
order for RP to have enough 
space to build, the TOHL 
and the HLAS worked 
with RP to move the rodeo 
grounds to a neighbouring 
lot.

“We had to juggle some 
land around,” said Clark 
McAskile, CAO of the 
TOHL. “It was quite 
complex and we’re still 
working on making sure 
the Ag. Society can operate 
next year, but everything 
seems to be falling into 
place on the transfer and 
reconstruction of the rodeo 
grounds.”

The existing structure was 
built by the Alberta Wheat 
Pool in the 1980s and was 
acquired by RP in 2013. 
 
Most employees at the time 
made the transition, of 
whom Brent Anderson and 
Assistant Manager, Grain 
Sarah Peters still remain. 
However, the existing 
facility has become an 
economic bottleneck for the 

thriving agricultural sector 
of the Mackenzie Region.

“We’re maxed out right 
now as far as size and speed. 
With this new facility, 
we’ll go from being able to 
handle four cars per hour 
to 16, so more local farmers 
can bring their product here 
instead of having to pay 
freight to have it hauled to 
Grimshaw, Nampa or Falher 
by truck before it can be 
put on the rail system. It’s 
the difference between them 
hauling one load a day to 
Grimshaw and four or five 
loads a day to our facility 
here,” said Anderson.

The project hinged on 
whether CN Rail could be 
convinced to increase its 
service to the area. After 
having a phone-in meeting 
with the joint councils of 
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High Level, Rainbow Lake 
and Mackenzie County, CN 
agreed to increase their car 
supply from 50 cars a week 
to 104, more than doubling 
the capacity of grain 
shipping out of the area.

“The new facility has the 
ability to handle up to 134 
cars per week, thanks to 
the loop track rail system. 
The cars can just be pulled 
straight through to be filled 
instead of being unhooked. 
The loop track takes more 
space than the old-style 
ladder tracks, which could 
only handle 25 cars at a 
time, but it is so much 
faster,” said Anderson.

High Level Mayor Crystal 
McAteer is thankful for the 
many benefits the project 
will bring to the region.

“The new Richardson 
Pioneer grain elevator is 
a dream come true for 
us,” said McAteer. “It will 
provide jobs and local 
farmers will be able to save 
valuable time and thousands 
of dollars in transportation 
costs. TOHL Council 
and Administration are 
extremely grateful to the 
HLAS for agreeing to move 
their infrastructure to a 
new location. We could 
not have accomplished this 
great feat without their full 
cooperation.”

According to HLAS 
treasurer Jacquie Bateman, 
the move has been about as 
painless as one could hope 
for. And, the rodeo grounds 
are receiving some upgrades 
in the process, too.

“We were able to purchase a 
new outdoor arena system, 
and we’ll be doing a few 
maintenance upgrades 
such as adding dirt to our 
arena and track. We’ll also 
be getting town water in 
the near future to replace 
our old cistern. The move 
is happening quite quickly 
with only minor glitches, 
and when a problem arises, 
we make a couple calls and 
someone shows up to fix it. 
That’s the beauty of hiring 
local,” said Bateman.

Richardson Pioneer and 
contractor Todd & Sargent 
have hired a number of 
local businesses to work 
on the project, including 
Dechant Construction Ltd., 
B. Hinson Contracting and 
Knelsen Sand & Gravel.

“We wanted to use as 
many local contractors and 
people as possible to do 
this, so short-term, it will 
help these companies and 
provide employment during 
construction. Long-term, 
we will go from seven full-
time staff to 18 once the 
facility is up and running,” 
said Anderson.

Overall, the project is a 
true testament to what 
can be accomplished when 
many groups work together 
toward the same goal for 
mutual benefit.
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