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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th January 2012, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors G Burlison, S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
91. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R Makepeace and C Stacey 
 
92. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
93. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS  
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported that while the County Council would not be increasing their share of 
the Council Tax this year, the Council still had to save £172m over the lifetime of its Medium Term 
Financial Plan.  
 
All libraries across the County would remain open however hours would be reduced to save on costs.  
Options for trust status were also being explored which could result in further savings.  
 
The County Council was planning for 1600 redundancies among staff over a 4 year period, but it was 
hoped that many of these would be by either early retirement or voluntary redundancy. 
 
Children and Young People’s Services had been rated as outstanding by Ofsted which was very 
pleasing. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
94. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th November, 2011, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
95. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
96. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £107.42 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for January 
(ii) £26.80 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for January 
(iii) £59.99 to Mr D Walker in reimbursement for cost of printer cartridge 
(iv) £54.00 to Wicksteed Leisure in respect of play area inspection 
(v) £260.00 to SPC Building and Maintenance in respect of various repairs and works to 

the Community Centre  
(vi) £240.00 to Target Joinery in respect of repairs to the Community Centre roof 
(vii) £65.00 to TRACC in respect of play area 
(viii) £85.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play area 
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(b) Cheques issued: 
 

(i)  29th Nov 2011 £ 152.15 Mr D Walker    No. 521 
(ii) 29th Nov 2011 £ 38.00  HMRC     No. 522 
(iii) 29th Nov 2011 £ 24,199.21 Transfer to Barclays   No. 523 
(iv) 29th Nov 2011 £ 8643.98 Transfer to Unity Trust   No. 524 
(v) 28th Dec 2011 £ 152.15 Mr D Walker    No. 525 
(vi) 28th Dec 2011 £ 38.00  HMRC     No. 526 
(vii) 13th Jan 2012  £ 1475.00 Storey Carpets    No. 527 
(viii) 20th Jan 2012  £ 899.00 Fenwicks, Newcastle   No. 001 
(ix) 23rd Jan 2012  £ 899.00 Transfer to Barclays   No. 528 
(x) 23rd Jan 2012  £ 341.00 Cash (carpet fitter)   No. 529 
(xi) 13th Jan 2012  £ 70.00 Storey Carpets    No. 530 

 
(c) Cash at Bank 
 

Northern Rock   £22,033.02 
Barclays   £24,249.21 
Unity Trust   £       10.00 

 
(d) Petty Cash 
 
 Details of petty cash spending since May 2011 had been circulated, with the balance 

remaining being £46.39.   
 
  Resolved: That the petty cash be replenished to £100.00. 
 
(e) Grant Fund Spending (Minute 89 refers) 
 
 The Clerk reported on progress in relation to the purchase of items from the Wind Farm 

Community Benefits Fund Grant, with the cooker and carpets and flooring having been 
purchased to date.  

 
 As a result of changing prices, since the quotes for the items had been sources in September/ 

October last year, some monies would remain from the grant after all approved items had 
been purchased.  The County Durham Community Foundation had given authorisation for the 
remaining monies to be spent on additional quantities of those items which had been 
approved.  Accordingly, the Clerk had sought prices for an additional 16 chairs and 4 tables to 
be ordered along with the 48 chairs and 12 tables approved by the Grant Funding Committee.  
There would be a small shortfall in the remaining funds, and to allow the items to be ordered 
in multiples of 4, it would be necessary for the Council to make up the shortfall, otherwise the 
remaining monies would have to be returned to CDCF.  The Clerk reported that the Council’s 
contribution could be anticipated to be around £180.00, however this could change slightly 
depending on the cost of the items which were yet to be purchased.  

 
 Resolved: That an additional 16 chairs and 4 tables be purchased and that the Council would 

make a contribution to the cost.   
 
97. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Great North Air 
Ambulance 

- Request for financial support. 
Resolved: That no donation be given.  
 

(b) Brandon & Byshottles 
Parish Council   

- Invitation received to Chairman’s Fundraising Evening. 
Resolved: That the invitation be noted. 
 

 
98. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
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99. PRECEPT 2012/2013 (Minute 88 refers) 
 
The Clerk reported that following the decision at the November meeting to increase the Precept by 
7%, amendments to be budget had now been made on the basis of the Precept figure being rounded 
to the nearest £100. 
 
Due to the way the date of the January meeting had fallen, it was possible for the Council to consider 
and agree the revised budget, which resulted in an increase of 7.1%, prior to the County Council 
being notified of this Council’s requirements.  
 
The revised budget prepared by the Clerk was: 
 

Item Budget 

Clerk’s wages 2500.00 

Insurance 1500.00 

Environment  1820.00 

Audit Fees 530.00 

CDALC Membership  130.00 

Office Expenses 120.00 

Contingency/Unbudgeted/ Misc 1100.00 

Community Building Ringfence 5500.00 

  

TOTAL 13200.00 

 
 
Resolved: That the revised budget be approved and the Precept increased accordingly. 
 
100. CORNSAY VILLAGE PLAY AREA INSPECTION 
 
The annual play area safety inspection report had now been received from Wicksteed Leisure, with 
no issues of which the Council was unaware having been raised. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
101. WINTER MAINTENANCE 
 
The Clerk reported that 4 volunteers had come forward to assist with an increased winter 
maintenance service. 
 
The County Council had provided a draft agreement for the Parish Council to review, and had 
indicated that they would be pleased to sign the agreement once the Parish Council had considered 
the areas which it wished to concentrate on.  
 
Discussion took place regarding the number of people who had volunteered, and the implication if 
those who had volunteered were unable to undertake the work if required.  It was suggested 
therefore that before replying to the County Council in relation to the agreement, the volunteers 
should be approached and advised of the work required and asked whether they still wished to take 
part. 
 
Resolved: That contact be made with the volunteers prior to contacting the County Council.  

 
102. QUEEN’S GARDEN PARTY 
 
CDALC had advised that this year the Association had been awarded two tickets for the Queen’s 
Garden Party.  Nominations were therefore being sought from parish and town councils in the County 
with the successful nomination being drawn at random. 
 
Resolved: That Councillor D Robb be nominated. 
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103. CDALC SMALL & MEDIUM LOCAL COUNCILS FORUM 
 
The County Durham Association of Local Councils had recently agreed to form a forum for small and 
medium local councils, to compliment the Larger Local Councils Forum which had been in existence 
for some time.  
 
It was anticipated that the Forum would meet quarterly with the inaugural meeting to be held at 
Peterlee Town Council’s offices at 2pm on Friday 17th February, 2012.  Each parish council eligible 
for membership was permitted to send two representatives to the Forum meeting.  
 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 
104. WELLNESS ON WHEELS 
 
The Clerk reported that he had been approached by an officer of Durham County Council in relation 
to the Wellness on Wheels Project.  The project aimed to increase participation in exercise activities 
and took the form of a gym, based in a trailer, being located in an area for a period of time.  Following 
the visit by the trailer gym, there was potential for legacy facilities to be provided.  The Project was 
looking for a suitable location in the Esh Winning area and the Parish Council had been approached 
in view of the ongoing project to replace the Community Centre as it was possible that the two 
projects could be linked.  
 
The County Council had offered to come to a Parish Council meeting to explain the project in detail 
and consider options for the future.  
 
Resolved: That an officer of Durham County Council be invited to attend a Parish Council meeting to 
give a presentation on the Wellness on Wheels Project.  
 
105. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY HALL 
 
Since the last meeting, two officers from the Regeneration and Economic Development Team at 
Durham County Council had been assigned to assist with the project to replace the community 
centre.  Assistance would be offered in relation to both sourcing funding and project management. 
 
Members were aware that Fiona Brettwood of HLP Design had recently provided a costing for a new 
building based on her design which had been consulted on on 12th November.  The cost was in the 
sum of £655,952.70. 
 
Disappointingly this figure was substantially more than had been anticipated, and consideration 
would have to be given as to whether this figure was achievable in terms of sourcing funding or 
whether amendments would have to be made to the design in order to reduce the cost.  
 
The Chair reported that the County Council officers were to meet with Fiona Brettwood on 30th 
January, and that she would also be attending the meeting.  Final plans to reflect the comments 
made and discussion at the Parish Council meeting on 19th October, 2011, were required and it was 
hoped that this would be discussed at the meeting, with a view to these being available as soon as 
possible. 
 
Resolved: That this matter be considered further following the meeting on 30th January, 2012. 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.40 pm 
 

Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


