
 

Welcome!  

Please join us for coffee fellowship in the lounge after  
the service. We’re glad you’re here! 

 
  

  

  

  

  
Please check-in online before you silence all electronic devices 

  

Welcome to worship at First Presbyterian Church!   
If you do not have a church home in the Grand Haven area,  

we invite you to make our church yours. We are an open congregation  
and we welcome you.  

  

GATHERING TO MEET GOD 

Countdown 
  

Worship in Song - Hope 
 

Welcome & Announcements   
Please feel free to use the Prayer Request Card in your pew, and place it in  

the offering plate. Your request will be added to the confidential prayer chain. 
   

Advent Candle Jay, Katie and Vivian Neitring 
 

Children’s Message  
Children thru age 4 are welcome in the nursery. Children Y5-K meet in room 16/17; 

1st/2nd graders meet in the chapel; 3rd/4th graders meet in room 20. 

All others remain in worship! 

 

Worship in Song - God Is Able 
 

Confession and Grace Riley Jensen 

  

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD   
  

Prayer for Understanding 
  

First Lesson - Isaiah 64:1-9 

Second Lesson - Mark 1:1-5 
   

The Good News A Messy House Jill VanderWal 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Time, Talent & Treasures - Dream Small 
 

Prayer of Thanks 

  CELEBRATING COMMUNION 
 

Holy Communion - Hallelujah 

Invitation to the Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving with The Lord’s Prayer 

Words of Institution 

Sharing the Meal 

Sending Prayer 
 

CARRYING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

Closing Song - Silent Night 
  

God’s Vision & Blessing for Us 
 

Concluding Song - What a Glorious Night 
 

 WORSHIP CONCLUDES—SERVICE BEGINS! 

508 Franklin Avenue, Grand Haven, Michigan 49417 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rev. Scott Stanley, Parish Associate 

616-842-6760    www.fpgh.org 
  
 

 
 

1st Sunday in Advent1st Sunday in Advent1st Sunday in Advent   
   
 
 

 
 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 

O come, O come Emmanuel 
within this fragile vessel here to dwell. 
O Child conceived by heaven’s power 
give me thy strength: it is the hour. 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high; 
like any babe at life you cry; 
for me, like any mother, birth 
was hard, O light of earth. 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
whose birth came hastily at night, 
born in a stable, in blood and pain 
is this the king who comes to reign? 
O come, thou Rod of Jesse’s stem, 
the stars will be thy diadem. 
How can the infinite finite be? 
Why choose, child, to be born of me? 
O come, thou key of David, come, 
open the door to my heart-home. 
I cannot love thee as a king– 
so fragile and so small a thing. 
O come, thou Day-spring from on high: 
I saw the signs that marked the sky. 
I heard the beat of angels’ wings 
I saw the shepherds and the kings. 
O come, Desire of nations, be 
simply a human child to me. 
Let me not weep that you are born. 
The night is gone. Now gleams the morn. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel, 
God’s Son, God’s Self, with us to dwell. 

~Madeleine L’Engle   

This Afternoon... 
  

Everyone is invited! These are multi-generational events! 
Join us for a day of spreading Christmas Cheer and 
preparing our building for Advent. 

  

1:45 pm Caroling - Spread the JOY of the season!  We 
will be caroling at Sanctuary at the Shore, Christian 
Haven Homes, and more! 

Anyone interested in Caroling should  
arrive at the church by 1:45 pm 

 

4:00 pm Deck the Halls - Decorate trees, hang 

Christmas greens, and make advent wreaths and 
crafts to take home.  

  

 Following the decorating, we will gather for dinner in 
Fellowship Hall. Mac & cheese will be provided, and 
participants are asked to bring a pot of chili or their 
favorite salad. 

 

 Bring your families and friends to share in this event 
which will fill your soul with laughter and the spirit of 

Calendar 
  

Monday, December 3 

 7 pm Session Meeting 

  

Tuesday, December 4  

 Presbytery Meeting  

at FPC 
  

Wednesday, December 5  

 Advent Midweek 

Meditation 
  

Friday, December 7 

 Red Cross Blood Drive 
  

Sunday, December 9  

 2nd Sunday in Advent 

 PW Bake Sale & 

Bazaar 

 5 pm Service of Light 

and Hope 
  

More information available 

in FPC’s Weekly Updates, 

Tidings, and  

Website: www.fpgh.org 

Parent 

Reminder:  
Please sign your 

children in and 

print name tags  

at the Family 

Ministries Desk 

located in The 

Gathering Area 

before going in to 

the Sanctuary for 

worship services 

This Morning’s Schedule 

8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 Nursery provided for children through age 4 

 Young 5’s thru 4th grade, will meet in the Chapel  

after the Children’s Message 
  

10:00 a.m. Growing in Faith 

 Nursery provided for children through age 4 

 Adult Education Classes: 

 APNC, Conference Room 

 Bible Study, Room 3 

 Elder Training Recreation Room (Lower Level) 

 The Wired Word, Room 5 

 NEW! Living Advent, Fellowship Hall 

“Living Advent,” facilitated by Pastor Jill  and  
Katie Neitring.  The pair invite you to join them in considering  
how to create space in our homes for ourselves, our family,  
our neighbors and for Jesus during the Advent season.  
They will also have holiday drinks!!!  

 Children’s Recess, Room 4 

 Taste and See Y5-6th Grade, Room 13 

 Breakfast Club 7-12th Grade, Fellowship Hall 

 

11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 

 Nursery provided for children through age 4 

 Age levels will be in the following rooms: 

 Young 5’s & kindergarten, Room 16/17 

 Grades 1 & 2, Chapel 

 Grades 3 & 4, Room 20 



 

Traditional Worship 

8:45 a.m.  

  

Please check-in online before you silence all electronic devices 
 

Welcome to worship at First Presbyterian Church!   
If you do not have a church home in the Grand Haven area, we invite you  

to make our church yours. We are an open congregation and we welcome you.  
 

Preparing 
  

PRELUDE – People, Look East Traditional French carol based on Besançon  
 arr. by Robert Powell 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Please feel free to use a Prayer Request Card in your pew and place it in the  
offering plate. Prayer requests will be added to the confidential prayer chain. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE 
All [ sung ]: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the son of God appear.” 
Reader 1:  God of justice and peace, healing and comfort, we see all that is 

wrong and wonder where you are.       
Reader 2:  We are a broken people, unable to work together for our common 

good. We cannot see or hear each other even within our own 
families and communities. 

Reader 3:  We are a suffering world, our nations are filled with conflict and 
violence. The fragile earth cries out with longing for redemption.    

All:  We, God’s people, long for God’s presence, saying with the 
 prophet: “If only you would tear open the heavens and come 

down!” 
Reader 4:  On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle to remind us of 

our longing that God will come into the world, bringing  justice  
and peace, comfort and healing. Light a candle.       

All [sung]: “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” 
 

Gathering 
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen 
One:  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 

risen upon you. 
All:  For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the people; 
One:  but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
All:  Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 

your dawn. 
One:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
All:  Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has 

shined. 
One:  Let us celebrate the Light of the World, for upon us has the light 

shined. 
 

*OPENING HYMN 82 – Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
People:  May God be with you as you worship and learn together. 
Children:  May God be with you as you worship here. 
People: Go in peace. 

Children through age 4 are welcome in nursery. Children Young 5’s  
thru 4th grade meet in the Chapel. All others remain in worship. 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
When our faith is rooted deeply in you, O God, our lives reflect your 
kingdom values of justice and righteousness. Show us the ways where 
our lives have become so entangled with the values of the world, that 
your values take second place. 

Forgive us, O God, and reconnect us to the Holy Spirit, our source of 
power and life. Merciful God, free our hearts and minds of all that 
prevents our lives from being firmly rooted in you. May our lives bear 
fruit worthy of our faith in you, as we watch and wait for your breaking 
into our world once more, in the person of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

(Time for silent confession) 
 

 CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE – O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and 
enter in; be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great 
glad tidings tell; O come to us; abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel. 
 

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One:  Blessed be the Lord our God, who does wondrous things. The most 
wondrous of all being God's entry into our world in Jesus Christ. Jesus 
made this world his home to show us the way home. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI – Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye 
need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one  
and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 

 

Proclaiming 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 64:1-9  p. 606 pew Bible 
SECOND LESSON – Mark 1:1-5  p. 812 pew Bible 
 

One:  The Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON      A Messy House Rev. Jill VanderWal
   

Responding 
 

RECEIVING THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY – E’en So, Lord Quickly Come        Paul Manz 
 

*DOXOLOGY– As with Gladness Men of Old 
As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger, rude and bare, so may we 
with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, all our costliest treasures 
bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

One:   The Lord be with you, 
All:  and also with you. 
One:   Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
One:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise... 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE MEAL   
 

SENDING PRAYER 
 

*CONCLUDING HYMN 499 – Bread of the World in Mercy Broken 
 

*CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 
One:  As we faithfully live our lives in this coming week, what does God 

call us to do? 
All:  We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a Christ-centered 

community of acceptance, growing in faith and living as Christ’s 
hands to serve. 

  
*BENEDICTION & CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Hymn 123, vs. 5 

For lo! the days are hastening on, By prophets seen of old, When with the 
ever-circling years Shall come the time foretold, When the new heaven 
and earth shall own The Prince of Peace, their King, And the whole 
world send back the song Which now the angels sing.  
 

Please join hands across the aisle 

 

POSTLUDE – Savior, of the Nations, Come  Pamela Decker 
 

Worship Concludes—Service Begins! 

  

 *for those who are able, please stand 
 
 

 
The flowers in the chancel are dedicated to the glory of God  

in loving memory of Dale & Sheron Miller by their family:  
Tim & Anne, Jeff & Maureen, James & Kathleen, Sarah, 

and grandchildren, Kari, Kelsey, Emily and Nathan. 
 
 

Worship Leaders 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen, Guest Pastor 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music and Fine Arts 

Caron Farmer, Guest Organist 

Marc Felt, The Gathering Band Leader 
 

Participants: Geneva Choir, The Gathering Music Team 

Greeters: 8:45 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

 Clinton Street:  Len & Wanda Anderson Derek & Jill Osborne 

 Gathering Area:  Bill & Chris Bussell Rick & Julie Skodack  

 Portico: Barb Butterworth Anne Guimond  

Readers:  Terry DeGroot Maddie Lambert  

Nursery: Maddie Bryant, Sarah Cook   

Usher Team #6: Barb Boyer, Head Usher 
 

Our Church Family & Friends 
 

 

Our prayers of sympathy:  To Gary VandenBrand and family on the 

November 25 death of his wife, Doris. 
 

 To Bill & Chris Bussell and family on the November 29 death of Bill’s mother, 

Norma Bussell. 
 

Prayer requests: June & Roy Lindberg, Evelyn Wood, Tom Braak, Sue Roper, 

and Carol Winton 
 

Thank you cookie bakers!  Carol Brown, Randy Enell, Diana Groters,  

Lisa Hurley, Kay McCrea, Ellyn Skodack, and Melanie Ver Duin  


