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In September, 2018, the new facts of human rights violations were identified in certain districts of 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed groups of so-called “LPR” and “DPR”: illegal 
detentions, restrictions of freedom of movement of civilians, obstruction of the activities of inter-
national organizations, involvement of schoolchildren into the events with propagandistic aims, 
coercion of the residents of so-called “LPR” and “DPR” to join “civil society organizations”, develop-
ment of parallel legal system and violation of property rights. Unfortunately, all these human rights 
violations have become a “norm” for residents of the territories of so-called “people’s republics”.

1. Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement

On September 1, 2018, Pavlo Lysyansky, the representative of Parliament Commissioner for Human 
Rights, said, citing his own sources, that 14 people, accused of preparing an assassination attempt 
on Aleksandr Zakharchenko, were detained by the militants in occupied Donetsk. Under tortures, 
four detainees confessed to cooperating with Ukraine.

On September 2, 2018, Pavlo Lysyansky, the representative of Parliament Commissioner for Human 
Rights, told to Ukrainian media that 2 men were detained at the exit-entry checkpoint near the con-
tact line and were sent to commandant’s office by the the militants of the so-called “DPR” (“Donetsk 
People’s Republic”).

On September 3, 2018, Andrey Yarovoy, the employee of “Volna”, the All-Ukrainian Association of Peo-
ple with Drug Addiction, disappeared. According to unofficial data, he was detained in the occupied 
territory of Luhansk region, controlled by the occupation administration of the Russian Federation.

On September 7, 2018, a group of teenagers aged 14-16 were detained in Makeyevka on suspicion 
of desecrating a monument to miners who were killed in the Great Patriotic War. It was assumed 
that they were recruited by the secret services of Ukraine. The Eastern Human Rights Group discov-
ered that two nine-year-olds were implicated in the incident. On September 12, the so-called secu-
rity forces of the “DPR” stated that the incident was an accident and reckless actions of adolescents, 
and the information about the reconnaissance group was denied.

On September 12, 2018, a 33-year-old man dressed in underwear only asked the law enforcement 
officers for help at the “Stanytsia Luhanska” exit-entry checkpoint. A resident of Antratsyt told the 
police that he was tortured by employees of the “Ministry of State Security of LPR (Luhansk People’s 
Republic)”, who tried to beat confession in performing terrorist acts in the occupied territory con-
trolled by the occupation administration of the Russian Federation and cooperation with the special 
services of Ukraine out of him for nearly two months.

From 15 to 16 September, 2018, in the occupied territory of Donetsk region controlled by the occu-
pation administration of the Russian Federation, 359 people were detained for violating the curfew 
during the “Night City” “operational-preventive operation”.

2. Coercion for membership in “civil society” organizations and participation in “patriotic” and 
“social” actions of “LPR” and “DPR”. Involvement of children in propaganda

Military-patriotic propaganda and involvement in participation in “civil society” organization are 
actively spread among children, adolescents and youth on occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, controlled by the Russian Federation’s occupation administrations. The employees of bud-
get enterprises and enterprises with so-called “external management” are actively enlisted in “civil 
society” organizations.
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On September 1, 2018, an event called “Donbass Unconquered!” was held in Lutuhyne to com-
memorate the fourth anniversary of the occupation of Lutuhyne district by pro-Russian military 
formations. Children and school students were involved in the event.

In Lugansk, on September 1, 2018, lieutenant-colonel Andrei Marochko, the representative of the 
so-called “people’s militia of the LPR”, visited a celebratory assembly in School #32 to held a courage 
lesson for first-graders.

On September 3, 2018, the “Day of the Unknown Soldier - Defender of Luhansk People’s Republic” 
was established on the territory of Luhansk region controlled by occupation administration of the 
Russian Federation. On September 5, 2018, a memorial event to commemorate the “Day of the 
Unknown Soldier” was held in Stakhaniv. The event was attended by schoolchildren and students of 
educational institutions of the city.
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Similar actions were held in other cities of Luhansk region controlled by the occupation admin-
istration of the Russian Federation: in Luhansk, Antratsyt, Krasnyi Luch, Pervomaisk, Perevalsk,  
Sverdlovsk.

In September, the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the region from the Nazi invaders was cele-
brated on the territory of Luhansk region controlled by the occupation administration of the Russian 
Federation. Children and minors were actively involved to the events dedicated to this date.

So, on September 2, 2018, a rally dedicated to this date was held near the “Kombat” monument. It 
is reported that the event was attended by “representatives of labor collectives, students of educa-
tional institutions, officials and honored guests of the district.”

On September 28, 2018, a rally was held in Rovenki near the “Slava” memorial dedicated to the 
76th anniversary of the creation of “Young Guard”, the anti-fascist underground youth organization.
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On September 8, 2018, a rally was held to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the liberation of 
Donbass from the Nazi invaders near the memorial “To your liberators, Donbass” in the park named 
after Lenin Komsomol, in the occupied Donetsk.

After the so-called «external management» came into power, the involvement of employees into 
«Donetsk republic” “civil movement” continues at the enterprises under control of the Russian occu-
pation administration in the occupied Donetsk region, 

So, on September 28, 2018, in the «public reception office of “Donetsk Republic” civil movement” in 
Yenakiyevo, 9 membership cards were presented to employees of “Donbassgaz” Yenakiyevo Depart-
ment for Gas Supply and Gasification.

On September 29, 2018, 23 membership cards of “Donetsk Republic “civil movement“ ”were pre-
sented to employees of the self-financing dental clinic of the city of Horlivka.

3. Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts

Russian occupation administrations and controlled media continue to inform local residents of the 
occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, as well as the world public, about the «state bod-
ies» activities and the results of such «work». It should be noted that this activity has no legal basis 
and the main aim is to demonstrate the so-called «sovereignty» of the «republics».

On September 4, 2018, the so-called “Council of Ministers of LPR” shortened the term for land 
rights state registration procedure to 14 days. The «temporary procedure» of electronic declaration 
of goods via telecommunications was also approved.

On September 10, 2018, two “DPR laws” came into power: “On Procurement” and “On the Status of 
Judges”, which were adopted by the so-called “People’s Council of DPR” at a plenary session on 31 
August 2018.

On September 21, 2018, the press service of the so-called “Ministry of Justice of DPR” reported that 
since the beginning of the year, employees of the civil registry issued more than 7604 birth certifi-
cates, 3098 marriage certificates and 174 papers on alteration of names were registered.

4. Violation of property rights

In September 2018, the process of so-called «nationalization» of enterprises that had previously 
operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to the citizens of Ukraine, who live in the 
territory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict, continued on the occupied areas 
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of Luhansk and Donetsk regions under the control of Russian occupation administration. The pro-
cess of «searching for the owners» is widespread.

In September, 2018, 12 announcements on the search of real and personal property owners was 
posted by he so-called «state revenue committee» of “LPR”.

It should be noted that applications from owners are accepted within 60 days from the date of the 
announcement. Otherwise, the enterprises will pass under the control of the «republic”.

5. Religious Freedom Violations

The “Renaissance” Church of Evangelical Christian Baptists“ was banned by the so-called “Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of LPR” in occupied part of Luhansk region controlled by occupation administration 
of the Russian Federation, in Krasnyi Luch. “LPR | MADHOUSE CHRONICLES” FB-group reports that 
the “police of LPR” broke into the prayer house during the service.

On September 26, 2018, the so-called “Supreme Court of DPR” in occupied Donetsk region con-
trolled by the occupation administration of the Russian Federation, decided to ban the activities of 
the “Jehovah’s Witnesses” religious association due to the implementation of extremist activity by 
this religious association.

______________________

The monitoring was prepared with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in partnership with the DRA e.V. NGO (Germany). 

The opinion of the authors does not necessarily coincide with the official position of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Germany.
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