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Lesson Number: 32A 

Grade 10 Social Science 

Term 1 

Week: 9  Lesson Number: 32A 

Date: ____/____/2021 

Unit: Environmental change, Pollution and Solution 

Topic: Conservation and Preservation of the Environment 

Subtopic: Conservation and preservation groups and interests in PNG 

Learning outcomes:  

1. Compare interests of people in conserving the environment. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………..... 

Introduction 

This lesson has 1 Resource which is a reading extract titled “Organisations in conservation”. 

Instruction 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and legible. (I 

will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School). 

 

Resource A: Organisations in conservation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conservation in Papua New Guinea is like everywhere in the world, Papua New 

Guinea‘s population in the past was much smaller compared to the present. Back then 

resources were plentiful and were not seriously threatened by overuse. When 

resources were limited, traditional land practices were developed and put into place to 

prevent these resources from being destroyed. At the same time wherever and 

whenever there was a surplus of a harvest it was always shared amongst the clan or 

tribe. However, today the population of Papua New Guinea has increased rapidly 

within a short space of time. This puts pressure on the land to grow crops in many 

areas. The introduction of money has made people become more cash driven meaning 

they are more interested in selling the resources on their land in exchange for cash.  

Papua New Guinea as an Independent nation must be able to make better informed 

choices and decisions about conserving the limited resources in our natural 

environment.   

There are already several organisations in the country that are concerned with 

environmental issues. The Melanesian Environment Foundation (MEF) aims to 

promote awareness, care and concern for the environment to people of all ages. The 

Friends of the Earth (FOE) had an international network in thirty countries in 1990. 

They encouraged a safe and sensible use of the environment.  
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Practice Exercise 1 

Read Resource A – “Organisations in Conservation”.  

Write the question and answer into your exercise book.  

1. What are the main aims of these two organisations that are concerned with conservation of 

natural resources in PNG?  

(i) The Melanesian Environmental Foundation (MEF)  

(ii) Friends of the Earth (FOE)  

2. In PNG at the grass roots level, what do people want to see?  

3. What is a Wildlife Management Area?  

4. What is the main idea behind the setting up of WMA?  

                                                                                                        

 

 

 

At the grass roots level in Papua New Guinea, people want to see their traditional 

hunting grounds preserved for future generations. The use of guns instead of 

traditional weapons and cutting of the forests for its valuable timber are both activities 

that change the environment.  

In 1983, laws were passed in the country for Wildlife Management Areas to be created. 

In many areas there was great concern over the loss of marine and land resources. 

Crocodiles, mud crabs, prawns, shrimps, pigs, cuscus, fruit bats and several types of 

fish were all threatened by over hunting.   

A Wildlife Management Area is an area of land, usually under traditional ownership, 

which is protected under the Conservation Areas Act 1978. Landowners can catch 

animals for food but must not overhunt.  

 


