
Methods 
 
You can use these methods to develop a presentation for a variety of audiences, or you 
can also use these to help you understand the pictures and help you to write captions 
for the pictures.   
 

1) Acronym:  choose a word related to your topic and use each letter to add a 
word related to your topic.  Then write a paragraph explaining why you chose 
the words and their meaning.  (Example:  SMOKE, S=Stinky, M=Money, 
O=Oppressed, K=Kick It, E=Everywhere) 

 
2) First Thoughts, Second Thoughts:  Have a group of people look at a picture for a 

very brief time (2-3 seconds) and then ask them the first words that come to 
mind.  After they share their words, show the same picture for a longer time (at 
least 30 seconds) and ask what additional words come to mind. 

 
3) Short Story.   Take a small series of pictures and write a short story connecting 

all of the pictures together. 
 

4) Personal Story:  Which of these pictures connects the most to your own life.  
Write about the connection. 

 
5) Expand the Picture:  For your picture, answer these questions: 

a. What else would be in the picture if the picture were wider? 
b. What happened before this picture was taken? 
c. What would this picture look like if it were taken 2 years earlier? 
d. If someone else were looking at this picture, what would they see? 

 
6) Someone Else’s Shoes:  Take on a different personality.  (Artist, scientist, 

historian, newscaster, 7 year old, 70 year old, person who just moved to San 
Francisco).  When you look at the picture as this person, what do you see?   
 

7) Silent Share:  After everyone has seen the pictures, each person in the group has 
2 uninterrupted minutes to speak about what they saw, what they felt and how it 
impacted them.   You may decide to ask focus questions after everyone shares 

 
8) Thinking Hats (from the work of Edward deBono)   look at the picture from 

these perspectives: 
White Hat (paper)---what data or information do you see? 
Red Hat (fire)—what feelings, emotions or intuitions come up? 
Black Hat (judge)-what weaknesses, problems, existing or future 
concerns do you see? 
Yellow Hat (sunshine)—What benefits, assets and value do you see? 
Green Hat (tree) –what energy, creativity or growth do you see? 
Blue Hat (sky) –What’s the big vision here?  What big ideas or vision do 
you see? 



Presentation Brainstorm: 
 

What is your scenario? 
 
 
 
 

What method or methods might work for this scenario? 
 
 
 
 

Imagine your presentation.   Imagine it goes perfectly.  Everyone listens.  Everyone is 
involved.  Everyone is interested. 
What method would you use for this group?   Why did you choose this method? 
 
 
 
How do you want the participants to feel from this? 
 
 
 
What do you want them to learn? 
 
 
 
 
What do you want them to do as a result of experiencing this? 
 
 
 
 
 
What is one thing you will have to do to make this as successful as possible? 
 
   
 


