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Name of library/archive: 

Americas Europe Oceania Division (AEOD), Widener Library 

School/Unit: 

Harvard College Library 

Location/address: 

Widener, G70 

Project sponsor/library or unit director:  

Ardys Kozbial 

Project supervisor: 

Olha Aleksic, Anna Rakityanskaya 

Contact information for further information or questions:  

Ardys Kozbial, ardys_kozbial@harvard.edu 

 

Name of Project: 

Documenting the War in Ukraine with Internet-Based Primary Sources 

Brief description of library/archives: 

The Americas, Europe, and Oceania Division (AEOD) of the Harvard College Library is focused on 

support for teaching and research in the general humanities and social sciences. The AEOD 

employs innovative and forward-thinking workflows in the building of collections support for research 

and teaching in the general humanities and social sciences in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at 

Harvard. 



Anticipated outcomes/final product: 

An online Ukrainian War Memes Glossary, including recommendations for continuing and sustaining 

the Glossary after the Pforzheimer Fellowship concludes. Metadata creation and selection of new 

web sites for Russia’s War on Ukraine web archive. 

Project description:   

Working with collection development librarians with expertise in web archiving to build and enhance 

collections of internet sources documenting Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 

2022, after eight years of military conflict between Russia and Ukraine. The work will focus on two 

collections, both being part of the world-wide efforts to document the war as it is reflected in various 

genres of open-access online activity: 

1. The SUCHO Meme Collection (https://memes.sucho.org/), by Saving Ukrainian Cultural 

Heritage Online, an international collaborative project; curated by a Harvard librarian. The 

collection preserves internet memes related to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and was created 

after February 24, 2022. Since the beginning of the war, memes have been shared widely on 

social media as sharp commentary on a variety of war-related subjects, from the specific 

military operations and diplomatic efforts to everyday life of civilians. Memes are an 

important element of contemporary culture, as they use wit and humor to provide Ukrainians 

with welcome relief, to effectively convey to the Western audience the importance of 

supporting Ukraine, and to create powerful weapons in internet battles with pro-Russian 

opponents. At the same time, memes are ephemeral by their very nature and if not 

purposefully preserved and provided with context, they lose their meaning and are quickly 

forgotten. To address this, the Pforzheimer fellow will create an annotated online Glossary of 

Ukrainian War Memes. The Glossary will provide descriptions for the many cultural, political 

and historical references used in memes on levels of content and format.  

2. Russia’s War on Ukraine web archive (https://archive-it.org/collections/18886), by Harvard 

Ukrainian Research Institute. The web archive documents news portals, organizational 

websites, and social media related to the war. The purpose of this project is not only to 

preserve data pertaining to the ongoing war but to make it available to researchers. The 

Pforzheimer Fellow will be involved in the process of selection, creating metadata and 

performing quality control for Russia’s War on Ukraine web archive. Additional metadata will 

enhance the description of the archived sites. Introducing search filters will facilitate the 

discoverability of specific information and make access to the collection more user-friendly. 

Applicants should discuss their knowledge of Ukrainian, Russian and other Slavic languages in 

application 

What will the student learn? 

https://memes.sucho.org/
https://archive-it.org/collections/18886


• Collection development. How do the librarians decide what to collect? What role does 

emergency collecting play in an international crisis? What are some of the different 

approaches to preserving online sources?  

• Curating digital collections. What decisions do curators make in order to ensure the 

discoverability of their collections? What are some methods used to provide researchers with 

access to the collections’ content? 

• Connection between scholarship and library collections work. How can the subject expertise 

in European history, political science, sociology, linguistics, cultural studies, etc. be applied 

to shaping distinctive digital collections. 
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