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Resource for Week 8, Lesson 23A  
 
LIFE CYCLES 
 

2. Life cycle of frogs 

The toad and frog life cycle have 4 stages; egg, tadpole, metamorph and adult.  

1. The life cycle begins when a male and female mate. During mating, the female passes her eggs 

(roughly 500 – 5000) into a body of water.  

2. The male sheds a fluid over the eggs. The fluid contains special cells called sperms. The sperms 

fertilize the eggs. The frogs and toads do not provide parental care for their young so they leave.  

3. The eggs develop into tiny tadpoles.  

4. As the tadpoles grow, they develop tiny legs. They are now known as metamorphs (froglets).  

5. The gills they used for breathing in water are gradually replaced by lungs for breathing air.  

6. The metamorphs slowly absorb their tails as their legs grow longer.  

7. Eventually, they become adult frogs and can produce their own offspring.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stomach breeders 

The females of Queensland’s gastric brooding frogs protected their young by swallowing their fertilized 

eggs. The female frogs did not eat while the young frogs developed in their stomach. They gave birth by 

vomiting out the froglets just when their legs were 

developing. Gastric brooding frogs haven’t been found 

in the wild for many years and may be extinct.  
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Subject: Grade 8 SCIENCE 
Term: 1            Week: 8              Lesson: 23A  
Unit 4. Growth and Reproduction           Topic 4.1: Life cycles 
Text:  Life cycle of frogs 
Practice: Reading and comprehension 

Introduction: 

This lesson is made up of resource text and practice exercise. 

Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Start with copying the header in your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is 
neat and legible. 
Step 2: Read through the resource text and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Do Reading skills Practice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise well and correct your mistakes, if 
you identify any.  (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Reading skills practice exercise 23A:  

Read the resource to answer the questions.  Copy the questions and then answer them. Do not 

write answers only. Write answers as complete sentence/s. 

1. Female frogs lay around 500 – 5000 eggs. Why do you think they lay such a large number of 

eggs? In my opinion, ……….. 

2. Why do the frog parents leave after the eggs are fertilized? Because they ……..  

3. Describe the metamorph stage. The metamorph stage is …….. 

4. Describe some structural changes that occur when a tadpole becomes a frog. A tadpole has a 

tail, when it develops into a froglet, the tail …….. 

5. The gastric brooding frog protected its young in the mother’s stomach. A biologist claims this 

gave the young a greater chance of surviving than the young of other frogs. Justify this claim.   

6. Compare the life cycle of a grasshopper and a frog. Write the comparisons in table form.   
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Life cycle of frog  Life cycle of grasshopper  

 

 

 

 
 
You should be able to develop understanding of the importance of reproduction to the 
survival of a species, the life cycles of frogs and the structural changes they undergo 
throughout their life cycle.  


