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Above: “Dressed to Kill “as they head for Stephano’s 

 

Right: Ready to board the bus for a very successful day at Lake Mungo. 

 

Above right : Striding over the dunes at Lake Mungo 

Left and right 

 

Waiting to board the train  

to Swan hill where we 

transferred to a bus to 

Mildura. 

: 

 Sharing a meal and discussion with members of U3A Sunraysia. 
 

A  Little Taste of Italy  

MILDURA TRIP 2013 
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 U3A Castlemaine’s information Website:  
www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

President Win Jodell 5472 3792 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 

Vice-President       Dick Mack  0411 244 103  u3acastlemainevicepresident@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Secretary       Jeanette Johnston 5470 6079   jeanette.johnston@bigpond.com  

Treasurer  Brian Richardson 5423 2526 bprbob@gmail.com    

Newsletter Editor Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com  

Course Co-Ordinator Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com  

Course Administrator Deidre McDougall 5447 9487 ddmcdougall@mmnet.com.au   

Past President Peter Stephens 5472 3904  pb.stephens@bigpond.com   

Committee Member Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com 

Committee Member Colleen Smith 0409084620 smithac2@bigpond.com 

Committee member George Gray 5472 5334 gngray43@sctelco.net.au 

Office Manager George Gray 5472 5334 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au   

Membership Judy Sime 5472  3756 daveju@gmail.com 

ACMI  Representative Felicity Say 5472 1841 sayvf@castlemaine.net 

Cake Roster/Raffle Marie Twyford 5474 2739 mltwyford@gmail.com  

Coffee Supplies Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 wil2bar@impulse.net.au  

Property Hans van Gemert 5472 1082 elouera3@bigpond.com   

Trading Table: Marie Twyford        5474 2739 mltwyford@gmail.com   

 Audrey Richardson  5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 

 Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com  
 Harvey  Jacka 5470 5079 marionandharvey@gmail.com   

Website Manager Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 

Office  P.O. Box 792 5472 2249 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
 

Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2013 Subscription Fee $50.00  

$10.00 for mailing of Newsletter if required. 
 

Members joining or renewing after June 30                                                                        

pay 50% of the subscription fee.  

Friday Coffee Morning  

Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of 

the month at 10.00 am in the Uniting Church Hall. 

HOWEVER 

February Coffee Morning will be on  

JANUARY 31ST. 

There will not be a Committee Meeting in 

December 

January Committee Meeting will be 

 at the home of the President, Win Jodell 

on Thursday 16th at 9.30 am  

 Deadline for the February 2014 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 20th January  

Newsletter  

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be emailed to 

u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left at the office. 

OUR NEWSLETTER “THIRD THOUGHTS” 

is available at  

Coffee Mornings  

The Information Centre @ Marketplace 

The Citizens Information Centre 

The Neighbourhood House 

 or viewed on the web.www.u3acastlemaine.com 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                                             
Win Jodell 

 
Hello everyone, 

Well … what a year of activity and achievement this has been! The highlights were publication 

of the splendid book 25 Years and Counting and the outstanding festivities in the Market Build-

ing showcasing our volunteers, our organising skills and our ability to enjoy a worthwhile celebration. A 

prominent report in the Castlemaine Mail gave us very positive publicity. 

As 2013 draws to a close I am pleased to reflect on a successful year's work with our Management            

Committee. I would like to sincerely thank the dedicated volunteers who make up the committee. We are all 

from entirely different backgrounds and have quite different ways of working. However it is the develop-

ment and security of Castlemaine U3A that brings us together to work with pleasing harmony. This has been 

a year of austerities; however, I am pleased to report that we will end our business year in very good         

financial shape.  

There are some projects that need attention. One of these is the need for U3A signage on the Octopus. This 

would not only make it easier to find our office, but it would also improve our visibility in the town. Earlier 

this year I asked for offers or suggestions about sign writing; I have heard nothing so far and will now go 

ahead and obtain quotes. We also need a sandwich board, both for outside the Octopus when we are open 

and for special events. 

Next year I look forward to the development of the role of the Class Liaison reps. This is a new initiative and 

will form an important link between Committee and members. Bev Orgill and her team have this well in 

hand. The Newsletter is the other important link of course and this year Veronica Hurley has produced 

many impressive editions. Please look at the online edition for full colour photos and details of activities and       

occasions. 

Over the holiday period U3A will be making use of local radio WMAfm94.9 Castlemaine to promote our 

2014 Prospectus and enrolment dates in January. Members Hans van Gemert and Bruce Carruthers support 

us in this regard. I had an early morning interview session with Bruce some weeks ago which was relaxed 

and enjoyable. If members would like to promote their class, do get in touch with Colleen Smith (our        

Publicity person) or Bruce, whose radio program is aptly called “Grey Matters”. 

Important dates for your diary: 

6th December Prospectus launch at Coffee Morning - be there to get your copy and take the opportunity 

to subscribe early. 

 12thDecember 3.30pm Christmas Party in Botanical Gardens 

Throughout the January holiday period there will be a selection of less formal events and activities.  

Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th January, 10am to 12pm:  Enrolment days at the Uniting Church 

31st January Coffee Morning - note this date. Classes will begin 3rd February 

There will be a Course Leader Information Morning late in  January . Leaders will be notified. 

As this is my last report for the year I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe holiday period and I 

hope to see you all at some of the occasions mentioned above.  

Win Jodell President  
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Volunteer  Register for Castlemaine U3A 
 
On the 2014 Enrolment Form, you will have the chance to volunteer to join one of the many U3A Working Groups that are 

the lifeblood of our organization. 

Please read the following brief explanations of each Working Group to assist you in making your choices,  

  

The Communication Working Group assists the 

Newsletter Editor (when required), helps monitor the 

U3A website, assists the publicity person in advertising 

and promoting U3A and seeks to liaise with other local 

community organizations. 

                   ………………………….  

The Finance Working Group assists the Treasurer (as 

required) with some fund-raising activities, and writing 

finance grant applications and submissions. 

                  …………………………… 

  

 The Governance Working Group assists the Vice-

President in reviewing manuals, policies and the U3A 

Members’ Handbook. 

                  ……………………………. 

The Member Services Working Group has an    

ambassadorial and pastoral role. It welcome members and 

visitors to monthly Coffee Mornings, manages the atten-

dance book and arrange transport assistance to members 

unable to get to classes or coffee mornings independently. 

                  ……………………………  

The Special Events Working Group helps arrange 

Coffee Morning speakers, special events, outings and  

activities. Certain fund-raising activities are also organ-

ized by this group in conjunction with the Treasurer and 

the U3A Executive. 

                   ………………………………… 

  

The Handy wo/man Working Group helps with the 

set up of the equipment for Coffee Mornings (especially 

the electronic/ AV equipment). It puts out and packs up 

the chairs and tables and help with any repairs or mainte-

nance tasks at the U3A Office 

                  …………………………………. 

 The U3A Office Working Group works with the 

Office Manager with an assortment of essential office 

tasks such as answering the phone, filing, typing, photo-

copying, or just being a friendly ambassador. 

Volunteers generally help just once a month. 

  

 

  

The Courses and Programmes Working Group 

assists the Course Co-ordinators (as required) with Pro-

spectus development and production, arranging and time-

tabling classes, arranging venue usage and the collation of 

class statistics and course feedback 

Or you may offer to 

Be a class leader (either one-off, short term or 

longer). 

For some courses you need only act as convenor 

with others supplying expertise. 

All courses must be discussed with and approved by, the 

Course Coordinator. 

 Or 

 Offer your home as a classroom 

 Note:- you must have Public Liability Insurance. 

                   ……………………………. 

The Coffee Morning Working Group are responsi-

ble for some very important jobs.  

For the Trading Table, Coffee Morning volunteers 

arrive early to set up tables (9.15am) , bring out goods; 

assist with sales; spend an extra 10 minutes during Morn-

ing Tea time to sell goods, count money,  pack  away 

goods and move back tables. 

Trading Table volunteers also offer to bring goods eg pro-

duce, good paperback books, plants etc, when possible. 

For the Cake Raffle, names of volunteers are included 

on the  cake making roster (your turn would be approxi-

mately once every two years), and raffle tickets are sold at 

Coffee Morning for your cake .Raffle tickets etc are sup-

plied 

Sometimes you may be asked to “stand in” to sell raffle 

tickets if cake maker is unavailable to do that 

Other 

If there is a task or a service that you think you 

could perform that is not listed, please let us know. 

                     ………………………………. 

SO . . . 

When you are filling in your 2014 Enrolment Form, 

please make your selection to contribute to ONE or 

MORE of these Working Groups. 

We really value what our volunteers do.  

Thank you, from The U3A Committee. 
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Course Co-ordinator’s report 

 
It’s that time of the year when we start thinking of Christmas – cooking our puddings and cakes, buying gifts, planning 

and juggling Christmas gatherings, decorating the tree, and growing our electricity bills by covering our house and    

garden in thousands of coloured, flashing lights.  Oh yes … and at U3A Castlemaine our thoughts turn to the Course 

Prospectus for the following year. 

As is our practice the 2014 Prospectus will be launched at the December Coffee Morning on Friday December 6th.  Long

-standing popular courses will be there in all categories as well as new courses in each area and a repeat of some new 

courses from this year.  After the coffee morning copies of the Prospectus will be available from the U3A office, the  

Information Centre in the old market building, the Community Information Centre and Castlemaine Community House 

in Faulder Watson Hall, the Castlemaine Library, Maldon Community Centre, Harcourt General Store, Newstead Rural 

Transaction Centre, and Guildford General Store.  It is also available on our website www.u3acastlemaine.com 

If you are unable to be at the coffee morning, access the internet or get to one of our pickup points, phone the office on 

5472 2249 and ask for a copy be mailed to you. 

At the Courses Subcommittee meeting in November we welcomed Sue Tomkinson to the group. Sue fills the vacancy 

left by Dick Mack.  We discussed the ‘rollover’ of the 2013 database.  This allows us to enter courses appearing in the 

2014 Prospectus, enrolments in courses and new members in 2014.   

Don’t forget to pay your membership fee and enrol on Tuesday 14th or Wednesday 15th January 2014, 10am to 

12noon at the Uniting Church Hall. 

The next meeting of the Courses Subcommittee is Friday 13th December at 10.30am. 

Finally, thank you to all our Course Leaders for their time and commitment and especially for their cooperation during 

the changes we have made to venues this year.   

Have yourself a joyful Christmas, enjoy choosing  your courses from the Prospectus ! 

See you in January at the enrolment mornings. 

 

Robyn Yeoman  Deidre McDougall 

Course Coordinator    Course Adminstrator 

 

 

CLASS EVALUATION FORMS 

 
Members will have the opportunity to fill in a Class 

Evaluation Form at the December Coffee Morning 

and place them in the Box provided or return it to 

the Office. 

You can also fill in a form online from our website. 

This is a valuable tool for assessing the success of 

courses and can assist Class Leaders in improving 

them. 

 It is also your opportunity to show your apprecia-

tion of your Class Leader . 

 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 12TH 

Our Xmas Break up- time to chat and relax.  

 

Meet at the tearooms in the  

Castlemaine Botanic Gardens from 3.30pm 

 with a plate of nibbles, something to drink and a chair. 

 

We have booked the tearooms until 5.30pm but if we are 

having a great time we can stay on of course – outside! 

Our choir will inspire us with some Xmas carols and 

then lead us in singing to foster the Xmas spirit. 

  Be sure to come and celebrate the end of year  – and 

what a great year it has been! 

 

Apple and Mac users 
 Central Victorian Apple Users Inc (CVAU)  

 

 This group meets on the Fourth Thursday of the 

month, 7.30pm at the Salvation Army Hall in  

Kennedy Street Castlemaine.   

Have a look at their website www.cvmu.net or go 

along and join the group. 

http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
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JANE QUINN 1933-2013 

Jane shared her love of French language, history and cuisine with many, many people over the years. 

 Her knowledge, and the easy style she used in passing it on, together with her bright personality, made her a  

legend among her peers and students. Her generosity in sharing her time, her home, and expertise whenever the need 

arose, was always strongly supported by Graeme, her husband of 57 years.  Jane was one of nature’s true givers; an 

elegant and generous lady who will be sadly missed.  

Wilson Bunton 

JANET FITZWATER 1937-2013 

 
In 1999 I moved to Castlemaine with my severely disabled husband, knowing about four people.  I joined U3A and was embraced by 

Castlemaine. 

These recent words by Janet in the U3A 25 years and counting as well as the overflowing crowd at Janet’s memorial      

service at Buda on 20 November 2013 reflect her out-going personality, friendliness, commitment and involvement in 

our local and the wider community. 

Janet was a strong supporter of many different U3A activities, including Bridge, Tai Chi, excursions and the car rally, 

coffee mornings as well as various classes in past years.  She was always keen to extend her knowledge in a wide range 

of areas.  In addition she was a member of two local garden clubs, attending their trips and opening her gardens at both 

Castlemaine homes that she owned over the years.  Her enthusiasm for developing and extending her plantings and her 

eye for colour were contagious. 

Money raised from the recent openings was donated to Abbeyfield, a passion of Janet’s.  She spearheaded a campaign to 

establish an Abbeyfield residence here in town: an independent living facility for a small group of older people who 

would become a small residential community.   Janet attended state and national meetings to this end;  other local com-

mittee members will now continue this important work. 

Janet’s interest in, and knowledge of history was evidenced by her membership in the National Trust (state and local 

branches),  the Castlemaine Historical Society,  her extensive research into her own family’s history and her attention to 

detail when renovating her Yandell St home (Camp House, the Gold Commissioner’s residence from the 1850s) to re-

store it to its Georgian character. 

Three of Janet’s four adult children and their families remained in Melbourne as did other friends from earlier years; 

thus Janet frequently drove to Melbourne for family gatherings and cultural activities such as concerts, the ballet and 

opera.  At times she also travelled overseas and throughout Australia.  A significant component of Australian travel was 

to orienteering meets; Janet was a keen orienteer up until several months ago.  With all the good maps in the area from 

Ballarat to Bendigo via Castlemaine sometimes she and her friends didn’t need to travel far at all!  This interest had 

evolved from her children’s sport classes at Eltham College in the 1970s, just after the family returned to Victoria after 

living in England for almost a decade.  As so often happened with parents of growing children, adult friendships   

developed when chauffeuring children to events—and have lasted longer than school days. 

We shall miss Janet’s keen interest, insight and contributions to such a wide range of activities.  She was always eager to 

chat over a cuppa after a class and demonstrated a genuine interest in others as well as discussing political and commu-

nity issues.   Lively debates could ensue.  Her attendance at forums over issues of local significance was also a priority 

for Janet. 
Gill King, Eileen Park, Judith Staudte    

VALE 

We mourn the passing of two of our long time members 

Jane Quinn and Janet Fitzwater 

There will be a celebration of Jane's life in the Garden Room at Buda at 2 PM on 

Friday 13th  December.  Peter Stephens, on Graeme's behalf,  is co-ordinating 

attendance by U3A members.  To facilitate catering can you please let Peter 

know by 4 pm of Friday 6th December if you would like to attend.   

Peter can be contacted on 5472 3904 or emailpb.stephens@bigpond.com.au. 

For an insight into Janes early 

life I suggest you look into Our 

Publication, “As If It Were Yes-

terday”, Page 190.  

Veronica Hurley 

mailto:pb.stephens@bigpond.com.au
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Welcome to new Members 

Mark and Janette Roberts 

 TARANGOWER 
 

We are seeking donations of “Self Help” books for 

the women at Tarangower Prison.  

Books that are new or almost new and relate to 

personal development, positive thinking,  

recovery after trauma, getting your life    

together - would be acceptable  

You could think of it as a Giving Tree opportunity, 

or as a good deed for the festive season....drop off 

at the  Castlemaine Library, before December the 

11th and I will make sure the women receive them 

Many thanks, Lisa D'Onofrio" 

CASTLEMAINE HOSPITAL 

At school, did you collect eggs or fundraise raise 

for the hospital?  

Were you on a committee? 

Were you ever an employee? 

If you have stories about the hospital and its      

history or anything to share, Laura Keogh would 

love to hear from you.                                                    

publicrel@castlemainehealth.org.au 

 

CAN YOU HELP ??? 

WE CAN HELP YOU 
Support for Fellow U3A members. 

An updated list of U3A volunteers offering to drive 

or help in other ways (e.g. shopping) members in a 

time of need, when  family or close friends are not 

available. 

Eva Haarburger         5472 3391 

Jane Waldie               5472 5411 

Elisabeth Rider          5470 5681 

Peggy Munro             5472 2086 

Val Case                    54721656 

John and Beryl Leavesley  5472 3182 

  

Anyone wishing to join the group or to be removed 

from the list, please contact Eva on 5472 3391 

  

As a volunteer driver please make sure you have a 

valid drivers licence, registered car and comprehen-

sive car insurance. 

The Office Volunteer 
 

Another year gone and it is time to see who will 

step up to the plate for U3A. 

 

As always there will be a group of volunteers who 

sign up for another year but some decide that they 

have done their share (and some, more than their 

share!) so we need to have new recruits to fill the 

gaps either to take on a permanent time slot or to be 

an emergency contact. 

 

It is not the most demanding role in U3A sometimes 

requiring a good book rather than a lot of heave ho 

but when someone calls in at the office YOU are 

U3A. 

 

There are a few simple duties for which you will be 

trained and a good manual to help when one of 

those moments strike. Commitment is for 2 hours 

once a month, so office duty will not eat into your 

social life and you can lock the door and go home 

(or elsewhere) knowing you have done your bit.  

You will never be more than a phone call away 

from help. 

 

We only exist because of the volunteer so when you 

register in January, don't forget to tick a box at the 

bottom of the Membership form. (Or contact George 

Gray now on 5472 5334 or gngray43@sctelco.net.au) 

Thank you from  

STONNINGTON 

 

Dear Dick and everyone at U3A Castlemaine, 

Thank you so much for the support you have offered us 

again this year, . 

We are so appreciative of the support given us by U3A 

and delighted that so many of your members were again 

planning to attend our concert this year. We will be back 

in Castlemaine – . 
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We will be selling the book at the December coffee 

morning and they are also now available from the 

office.  Price $15 - a real bargain.  A copy would 

make a great Christmas  present or a gift for those 

friends who don't quite understand what 

U3A is about. 

 

MEMBER’S NOTICES 

NATIVITY SET 
The Nativity Set displayed on the Trading Table was 

made by Benedictine Nuns at the Abbaye ND 

Jouarre and belonged to former U3A member, Jane 

Quinn, who passed away recently.  Jane was a pupil 

at the school in 1947, and purchased the set when she 

returned for a visit some years later.  She  donated 

the figurines to U3A before she left Barkers Creek. 

We are seeking the names of any member/s who may 

be interested in purchasing the Nativity Set, with the 

highest offer being accepted.  Proceeds from the sale 

will be used to purchase something in  memory of Jane. 

For further details please talk to Marie  Twyford.            

5474 2739 

RECYCLABLES 

Many thanks to the many people who over the 

years have given me corks, firstly for Guides  

Victoria, then for the Melbourne Zoo.   

Unfortunately the Zoo no longer is using this as a 

fund-raiser,  so I am unable to accept any more 

corks. 

Thanks to all those who have passed on used 

stamps to me during the year.  These are still in 

great demand so please consider saving these.  The 

best way to ensure the stamps  are not damaged is 

to tear the envelope in half and pass on the stamped 

part to me.  These  are sold to collectors and money 

raised is distributed to needy organisations. 

There is also a need for postcards with the stamp 

intact.  If you have any of these you no longer want,  

and they do not have personal messages written on 

them, please pass them onto Marie who will ensure 

the receiver’s and sender’s names are blanked out 

before passing them on. 

TRADING TABLE & CAKE RAFFLE  

 
Many thanks to the many people who have contrib-

uted goods to the Trading Table during the year.  

The reliable people who donate each month do not 

need to be named – our thanks especially to them, 

without whom the table would look sparse! 

Thanks also to those who have made cakes  for the 

raffle and the other members who has assisted with 

selling tickets.  The Cake Raffle also provides much 

needed funds for U3A.  
Marie Twyford ,Convenor. 

THANK YOU 

25 Years and Counting 

LET THEM EAT CAKE! 

 
 U3A members will be assisting two local 

charities at December Morning Tea;  we will feast 

on Lions Club Christmas cake.  U3A Committee 

members agreed to purchase Christmas Cakes from 

the Castlemaine Evening VIEW Club, who, in turn,  

have an agreement with the Castlemaine Lions 

Club to purchase the cakes for cost price.  The profit 

from the cakes sold goes to The Smith Family’s 

“Learning for Life” projects, which is supported by 

VIEW Clubs Australia.  For those who do not 

know,  VIEW stands for Voice, Interests and Educa-

tion of Women.  The Castlemaine Club thanks the 

Committee and members for their support in     

purchasing (and consuming!) the Lions Christmas 

Cakes, and Castlemaine Lions also extends its 

thanks for this dual arrangement which benefits so 

many.     

  

Marie Twyford 

Secretary 

Castlemaine Evening VIEW Club 
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MILDURA TRIP  

 
Our trip to Midura was everything we had hoped 

for and more. Thanks to the extensive planning by 

Tour Organiser, Tom Comerford, everyone had a 

choice of rewarding activities which kept us busy 

for the whole time. 

 

We were warmly welcomed 

by U3A Sunraysia and spent 

two interesting evenings 

with them. 

 

The trip to Lake 

Mungo was a  

highlight  

but the overall 

camaraderie 

and the way the 

group knitted 

together  made 

it an unforgettable experience for all and  enabled 

us to get to know members with whom we had 

only a “nodding acquaintance” or had never met. 

 

Our sincere thanks to Tom for his constant concern 

for our welfare and comfort.. 

U3A CASTLEMAINE CHOIR 
will be presenting  

SONGS FOR CHRISTMAS; 
a program of Australian  

and  Traditional Carols 

 in the foyer of the Castlemaine Library  

on  

 

Tuesday December 3rd, 3.30pm-4.30pm and 

Tuesday December 10th, 3.30pm-4.30pm  

 
We will also be performing at the Christmas party in the 

Botanical Gardens on Thursday  December 12th 

 

Hans and Anne Van Gemert 

receive their 

 Life Member Certificate. 

November Coffee Morning which included Founders 2013 
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Christmas Comes But Once A Year 

But The Memories Linger  

WRITE ON!!! 

Ritual Practices                                                                                                             

Andrew Wenn; Member of “Write On” 

Christmas Eve and a list of tasks is constructed. Some are age-old, others have become tradition within the 

family. For Christmas Eve, little changes.  

 The tree has been purchased, crossed off the list.  

 For years now it has been an Australian native. My father would not have approved; a pine tree was 

his choice (even if it was artificial). It will be planted in the garden after the twelfth day; not literally, as the 

summer heat would desiccate it. It is placed in a cool spot on the verandah and watered, when remembered. 

Occasionally it survives. 

 The tree to decorate.  Really must replace some of these decorations. After generations of use many are 

as tattered as a wet moggy's fur. Only two of Grandma's baubles left - so fragile. Glass as thin as the 00 cot-

ton they are fixed to the tree with. This year we have a cat to keep out of them — somehow I think we will be 

the losers! 

 Holly wreath placed on the front door. The only outwardly visible sign that Christmas is 

happening for the household. 

  Wrapped and placed under the tree, a rainbow cornucopia. These days they tend to be more book-

shaped than when the children were young — that time seems an age away now. No grandchildren to    

pamper and spoil.   

 Beds are made up. Towels out, rich and fluffy. 

 Cat fur, dog hair banished into the vacuum. Dusting done, floors washed. 

 All food orders collected. As usual I have over-stocked the larder. Fridge packed to bursting. The      

 garage one also. Hopefully no other requirements neglected. 

 Once all this is done, we sit exhausted, to eat.   

 This year the bank balance somewhat challenged, it will be a simple meal;  Ham and several salads. To 

follow,  in a nod to my Scandinavian heritage, Risgrynsgröt (Swedish Christmas Rice Porridge); A dish of 

rice, butter, water, milk, salt, cinnamon, sugar and a single blanched almond. Sometimes there may be 

stewed apple or berries served on the side. Tradition has it that the person finding the almond will be      

married before next Christmas. So far, it has failed to produce results. 

 There is just one more thing to do. For twenty odd years I have made a fruit compote — from a Delia 

Smith recipe — apricots, plums, blueberries, raspberries, strawberries sometimes cherries. Sprinkle with 

sugar and bake for 30 minutes and then leave to rest overnight. The juices mingle, dying the softening fruit 

syrupy red. 

 Then to bed. 
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Pretence 
Anomyous Member of “Write On”. 

For one sweet moment I thought I could see it ,but the only thing up there was the immense night. In the 

front yard of a salty weatherboard home not far from Aspendale beach, I stood looking up, straining to see 

the Christmas sleigh at which my eager parents were both pointing. 

“Look there’s Santa, and the reindeer. Look, the reindeer! Quick, quick or you’ll miss them” 

With such earnestness I looked and looked but all I could see were the twinkling little stars, laughing and 

colluding with my parents’ tender deception. 

It occurred to me as a small girl that if I went down the path to the back instead of where we stood in the 

front yard, that without the house getting in the way, I would be able to see Santa in his merry sleigh.  I  

hurried round the back where in defiance of the light, bright Milky Way,  it felt dark and threatening—no 

Santa streaking through the heavens; no glorious  reindeer. Instead, a tall black palm creaked in the wind 

and I was alone. Afraid, I ran back to my parents who said that it was too late as Santa was now well on his 

way to the North Pole. 

It was from that night on that I started to toy with the idea that maybe this Santa business was all con-

cocted—although I would not have known what concocted meant at that age. How disappointing. Should I 

tell my parents that I had lost the faith? I had a sense that this little lie about Santa was for my benefit and 

not that my parents were badly behaved. So I decided to go along with the deception so as not to disappoint 

them, considering all their efforts to make my Christmas fun. I cannot remember how long I continued with 

the deception but at the time, everyone seemed satisfied. 

A year later, two weeks before Christmas, my mother bought a dolls house. She hid this gift unwrapped, 

and partly exposed, behind the Christmas tree that she had decorated with foamy Lux soap in imitation of 

snow. I couldn’t help but notice this box with ‘dolls house’ written on it and felt very excited. But I knew I 

must fabricate ignorance so as not to spoil the surprise. 

One day I blurted out, “When I get my dolls house I am going to...” Realising my mistake I immediately 

stopped talking, but as my mother did not react, I didn’t think she had heard me. Unwrapping the box on 

Christmas morning, I tore away the paper feigning surprise and everyone was happy. 

Decades later, as I sat with my husband securing beautifully wrapped presents under the Christmas tree for 

our 10-month-old son, I felt excited and full of anticipation for a merry time with Santa and the full Christ-

mas works. Our son was way too young to appreciate it all, so we did the celebrating for him. What a con-

venient and utterly acceptable excuse to relive one’s childhood; to set aside cynicism and to thrill in the 

Christmas traditions. Although our son was not yet talking, I spoke to him as though he could understand 

every word and nuance. I described how the reindeer flew through the sky—without wings—and that they 

were so fast that they visited all the children who believed in Santa, in the whole-wide-world. Anyway, he 

certainly enjoyed Christmas, but probably not as much as his parents who continued to celebrate with vig-

our every year until the children grew out of it.  

Now I find nothing enchanting about Christmas: the advertising, the spending on crap, the greed, the wast-

age, the boring cards, the empty wishes spilling carelessly from people’s mouths. Maybe I’m just too old and 

have lost patience with it, but I know I’m not alone with my discountenance. 

But perhaps my new grandson will rekindle it for me. Will he pretend to believe in Santa just to please his 

elders? Or will he embrace the fairytale joyfully as children do, freeing his grandmother to immerse herself 

once again in the naive, genial, enlivening and strangely acceptable pretence of Christmas. 
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Ghosts of Christmas Past                                            ©Robin Rebbechi Member of “Write ON” 

It seems strange to me that I have no memories of Christmases before my fifth birthday.  My earliest Christmases would have 

been spent with my parents and my maternal grandparents, and would have been very enjoyable.  But then, any time spent 

with my maternal grandmother was enjoyable.  Such times were filled with an abundance of love and laughter, and I always 

had plenty of delicious food and welcome attention, so perhaps it is not so surprising that Christmas did not stand out as a 

particularly special time. 

My parents and I moved from Launceston to Melbourne around the end of 1951, a few months before my fifth birthday. That 

Christmas would have been a difficult one for my parents; I recall staying in a succession of boarding houses, some very un-

satisfactory indeed.  After that Christmas, however, I remember that Christmas in Melbourne took on its own pattern. 

A visit to Myers Bourke Street Christmas windows was a must.  Every year would bring a new display with a different fairy 

tale and new wonders to behold.  I was fascinated by every detail, the moving figures, the artificial snow, the small birds, the 

magic of it all.  I would stand as long as I could, drinking in the sights, but I could never stay there very long, as there were 

many other small children, and larger children and adults waiting not too patiently for their turn. 

We would move on into the store and join the line to see Santa Claus and receive a gift.  The available gifts were on display, 

and each child could choose the one she wanted.  I always found this extremely difficult.  Would I choose a colouring set, or a 

paper sunshade?  The colouring set would give me hours of fun, I knew, but the paper sunshades were colourful and wonder-

fully exotic, and I felt that if I had one, perhaps a little bit of magic would rub off on me.  It was always a tough choice, and 

whichever one I picked made me happy, but a little regretful that I had missed the undoubted benefits of having the other. 

Sometimes we would visit the rooftop playground, where I might be treated to a ride on the merry go round, or perhaps go to 

watch a magic show or a puppet show.  Once in a while, if I was really lucky, I would have one of the special ice creams that 

only seemed to be sold at Myer.  These were served in a square ice block cone, and the ice cream was pale green with flecks of 

chocolate through it. 

The trip to the city was exciting, but not nearly as exciting as Christmas Eve and the anticipation of Santa’s visit.  I believed in 

Santa Claus for much longer than today’s sophisticated children.  I must have been nine or ten before I gave up my belief, and 

even then I was mystified.  Logic told me that my presents could not possibly be delivered down the chimney by a fat man in 

a red suit, but I could not work out who or what did bring the gifts.  It seemed to me that the presents I received were far too 

grand for my parents to be able to afford, and in the end I decided that friends and neighbours came in and deposited the 

various gifts.  In my mind, this took the form of a parade, with music playing.  Such an important event would have to be  

conducted with great ceremony, I was sure.  Perhaps my extended belief in Santa was also prompted by hints from adults that 

presents were delivered only to children who believed in Santa Claus. 

I remember one Christmas when I was around nine years old I received a blue eyed walking doll with blonde curly hair.  

Dolls always seemed to be blonde and blue eyed.  I was thrilled to bits.  I called her Karen (pronounced Kaaren, with a long ‘a’ 

sound) and took her everywhere with me.  The other gift I remember was my two wheeler bike, when I was twelve.  And I 

remember my little sister’s excitement when she received her pressed metal dolls’ house, with plastic furniture. 

My sister and I were encouraged give gifts to family members.  Once we earned pocket money, we bought them.  We didn’t 

have much money, so we had to save up, and the gifts were small – packets of razor blades or pencils for the uncles and some-

times for Dad, or matches or later, cigarettes for Dad.  For Mum we would buy a pretty hanky, or a small block of chocolate, 

or an ornament.  When we were too young to have pocket money, Mum would give us pencils and paper, or in my case, a 

small exercise book, and encourage us to draw pictures for our grandparents.  This was an inspired choice, as I would happily 

draw for hours, and mum could have some uninterrupted time to herself.  I still have one of these books, full of drawings of 

nursery rhyme and fairy tale characters, and one of a white girl and a black boy in a dodgem car!  I remember always being 

fascinated by dodgem cars, although I would have been too afraid to ever ride in one, and my mother would never have    

allowed it. 

There would be a tree, usually a pine branch, decorated with glass baubles, tinsel, paper chains and some very dodgy looking 

Santas with distinctly Asian features.  Jan and I helped decorate the tree, and made some paper decorations each year as well, 

and strings of bells made from milk bottle tops pressed over a lemon squeezer and threaded on to string. 

Christmas dinner was usually a roast chicken with gravy and plenty of vegetables.  It would be followed by plum pudding; if 

we were in Tasmania, it would be Nanny’s home-made pudding; in Melbourne it would be a can of Tom Piper.  I was happy 

with either, so long as there was plenty of warm custard and a few silver coins in the pudding for me to find.  I did love 

Nanny’s rich Christmas cake, though, with its white icing covering a thick layer of marzipan.  As we moved into the 1960s, my 

mother began experimenting with gelatine based dishes for Christmas, jellied salads, and, horror of horrors, a jellied Christ-

mas pudding.  I had never liked jelly in any form and was very unimpressed with these new-fangled supposed delicacies, but 

only the very brave ever dared to criticise Mum’s cooking, and I was not very brave.  The fare on the Christmas table became 

more elaborate – shortbread biscuits, glace fruits, a bottle of Porphyry Pearl for the adults.  The wine was bubbly and I think 

very sweet. It seems unappetising now, but at the time it was seen as the height of sophistication. We children would drink 

lemonade or ginger beer or Fanta or Passiona,  all of which were seen as treats for special occasions and were certainly not the 

everyday items they seem to be now. 

Our Christmases were simple and basic compared with the hoopla that surrounds the season now.  I can’t help feeling we’ve 

lost something, somewhere along the way. 
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CLASS NOTES 

SMOKING CEREMONY  

Smoking ceremony in Rosalind Park in central 

Bendigo prior to the signing, by the Dja Dja Wurrung 

Traditional Owners and the State Attorney General, 

of the Recognition Statement associated with the 

State and now, National recognition of the Native 

Title agreement covering most of Mount Alexander 

lands and waters. Several of the U3A  "Aboriginal 

History - our shared history"   class, past and present, 

were present to witness the historic event.  

 Graham Atkinson, (suit, red tie) pauses before his 

ceremonial smoking, prior to the signing of the 

'Recognition Statement'  by himself and the State   

Attorney General 

 
 

 

 

10th. DECEMBER 

 

In the 1970's a Perth doctor was urged to help some 

Aboriginal friends to try to locate a man and a 

woman, desert people, who had some 30 years pre-

viously,  broken traditional marriage laws and as a 

consequence, banished from the tribe.  Grave con-

cerns were held for their survival following a long 

drought and an expedition was mounted in an at-

tempt to find them.   

For our final session for the year, we'll watch this 

remarkable and suspenseful journey across 

the  Gibson Desert  in  search of the lone couple. 

 

MUSIC APPRECIATION 

Bruce Baude 54724574 

 

The mornings music consisted of one composer, 

Wolfgang  Amadeus Mozart, born Salzburg 

27/1/1756 , died Vienna 5/12/1791.  The first Work 

was the  Concerto for Horn and Orchestra in E Flat 

K 417  composed in 1783, one of the ever popular of 

four Concertos that Mozart composed . Then fol-

lowed "The Jupiter Symphony"  'No 41 in C K551. 

The next work  was The Overture to the Magic 

Flute , concluding the first half of the mornings mu-

sic.  After the refreshment break we moved on to a 

piano work, The Sonata in A Major K331, com-

posed in 1781.  The morning ended with a Concerto 

for Flute and Harp K299 composed 1778,  often 

played on ABC FM Fine Music . Mozart himself 

was fortunate in having a father Leopold Mozart, 

composer and guide, whose own career virtually 

stopped as soon as he recognized the talents of his 

son. One can only imagine the music that Wolfgang 

could have composed if he had lived for many 

more years. This Mozart Programme was much  

enjoyed by the Group. 

Thanks Bruce for an enjoyable morning. 

Brian Willis 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY - OUR SHARED HISTORY 
Felicity Say 5472 1841 
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Over 80s Luncheon 

Group  
Eileen Park 5472 5213    
Christmas Breakup will be at the Harcourt Tavern 

on Wednesday December 11th at a cost of $25. 

People needing transport please phone Eileen Park. 

issues OF CONCERN                                                            
CAROL DORMAN  5472 4429. 
 

The ABC Catalyst programme recently produced 

two sessions on the use of statins, mainly to control 

cholesterol levels for people with heart related prob-

lems. While it is valid to question the use of statins 

it's a shame Catalyst did not do it in a more respon-

sible manner. 

There have been discussions in the medical litera-

ture on the validity of some research especially 

when negative results are not reported. 

 The problematic role of the pharmaceutical         

industry was also widely discussed. 

A NY Times article of 13 Nov by a lecturer at the 

Harvard medical school with the editor of the 

JAMA shows that the Catalyst programme was 

timely. 

They consider that new US guidelines will poten-

tially increase the use of statins by 70 %. They also 

point to the previous 2001 guidelines which         

increased the number of Americans  for whom   

cholesterol lowering drugs could be recommended 

from 13 Million to 36 million. They suggest two   

approaches: 

-  focusing on the real factors that undeniably       

reduce the risk of heart disease: healthy diets, exer-

cise and avoiding smoking. 

-  that patients have a meaningful dialogue with 

their doctors about statins, including what the     

evidence does and does not show,    before deciding 

what is best for them. 

 

We have discussed a range of other subjects includ-

ing the widespread on-going refugee crisis, inter-

cept of communications channels by intelligence 

organisations and the erosion of national tax bases 

because of avoidance measures mainly by multi-

national companies. We offer no solutions. 

Frank Pederick 5472 1017 
 

Opera -  
an occasional evening series  
Vic Say 5472 1841 
 

Fri 6th Dec:  Otello - DVD: 7-00 

 

We will watch a production from the Salzburg    

Festival of 2008 featuring the Salzburg Festival 

Choir, the Vienna State Opera Chorus and the     

Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by    

Riccardo Muti. Aleksandrs Antonenko sings Otello, 

Marina Poplavskana sings Desdemona and Carlos 

Alvarez sings Alvarez.  

CLASS NOTES 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 

 

In November we had the last presentations for the 

year.  Barbara gave us the story of Earl Hope-

toun,  Governor of Victoria  towards the end of the 

19th century,  and his visit to Castlemaine.  This was 

an interesting session because Barbara organised it 

so that we all took part in a history drama.   Keith 

gave us the story of a famous, fascinating,  well 

known Castlemaine  personality,  Stuart Stone-

man,  whose name still appears on a shop in Castle-

maine,  and is remembered for his labour in          

establishing self-serve grocery businesses. 

Our final gathering for the year will be at 12noon for 

12.30pm,  at the Comma at the bottom of Hargraves 

Street,  for,  guess what!  

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                                                                 

Betty Henchman 5472 2139 

 

The next gathering will be at the home of Peggy 

Munro on December 14th  at 12.30pm. This will take 

the form of a shared Christmas lunch and it should 

be noted  that this is the second Saturday not the 

third which is the normal day. 

 

Wishing you all a 

 Happy and Peaceful Christmas  

from the Editorial Team. 
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CLASS NOTES 

Requiem & thEN. . .   
Vic Say 5472 1841 

 

To review the program over 6 years,  'google'  U3A 

Castlemaine and click on the  "Welcome" - then, un-

der the heading  "Subjects 2013"  (on the red back-

ground) click on  "Music and Dance":   scroll down 

to  "Requiem and then . . . . ?"  and click on the   "click 

here"   link - and scroll down to see the details of the 

28 pre Mozart works, the 17 works from the Mozart 

to the Britten War Requiem of 1961 and the 18 post 

Britten works, in our repertoire. 

 

You will see we have 10 works we haven't yet 

shared. We offer a survey to class members at the 

beginning of the year to guide the programming of 

repeat and new works (and suggestions of non req-

uiem choral works inspired by the liturgy) - and we 

look forward to welcoming new members in the new 

year. 

 

December 6th - Berlioz - 1-30  

a repeat listening to an old favourite of some -  

perhaps the most monumental of all the requiem 

have listened to. We go out for this year with a 

BANG ! All welcome, 

A meditative requiem chosen from amongst over 60 

requiem in our collection from across the centuries,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

followed by a meander up 

the garden path back to 

another world, can be just 

the way to 'end the week'. 

 

 

. 

Wagner - The Ring Cycle                                                
Vic Say 5472 1841 
By the time our newsletter is published, about half of our 

Ring cyclists will have returned exhausted and invigo-

rated by the delights of what promises to be a wonderful 16 

or so hours of music over 8 days in 4 instalments. About 

half of our members have been to all or some of the dress 

rehearsals: the orchestra is fantastic, with the intimacy of so 

much of the psychological drama sensitively captured - and 

the walls of sound when they come, immense. 

 

We will continue the Ring in 2014 by at least a listening to 

the Solti CD with the libretto:  a wind down from 2013 or a 

starting point, in anticipation of the proposed repeat in  

Melbourne (the production will not travel elsewhere) in 

2016? All welcome to join us in the new year. 

 

Wagner said he meant by this work, to "show how, from the 

first wrongdoing, a whole world of injustice arose, and sub-

sequently fell to pieces, in order to teach us the lesson that 

we must recognise injustice and tear it up by the roots and 

raise in its stead a righteous world". 

 

It is ironic that this revolutionary figure, responding to the 

industrial revolution and hunted by this own state, became 

a favourite composer of Hitler. It is still more ironic that 

some would say it took Hitler's industrial scale mistreat-

ment of the Jews and other Europeans to hold up a mirror 

to the whole of the western world, in a way which allowed 

us to recognise that our empires and industrialisation had 

been built on the brutality of racist exploitation. Perhaps, 

until we saw it being done to those sufficiently like our-

selves, we were unable to recognise our own inhumanity 

and to forge a post racist world. (Will it take a similar level 

of ecological disaster for us to recognise how we mistreat 

the environment?) 

So - our cyclists have been engaged musically, artistically, 

dramatically and intellectually - a great mix - are some a bit 

obsessed by it all? 

 

Forsaking the Rhine for our local Yarra, Wagnerian  

Valkyries and their  'winged steeds'  lead the parade,  

attended by several of our members. Thus began the 

Wagner Festival which will continue until the end of 

the Ring. 
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   U3A Members on the Air 

 

Community Radio is a valuable asset for publicising the activities of local groups and lo-

cal personalities.  An example of this occurred recently when U3A President Win Jodell 

was interviewed about U3A Castlemaine, its origins and 25 year history and current pro-

grams and courses.  Our local community radio station is WMAfm which stands for Wire-

less for Mount Alexander.  The station in various forms and under different names has 

existed for more than 25 years.  Earlier this year the station had a complete change of management, pro-

grams and policies.  It broadcasts on the FM band at 94.9 Mhz and has a transmitter strength which reaches 

to all parts of the Shire of Mount Alexander and a little beyond. 

 

The person interviewing Win was one of the 70 volunteer presenters, himself a U3A per-

sonality, Bruce Carruthers.  Bruce has been our Website Manager for several years and has 

conducted classes for Apple/Mac computer users for many years.  Win found the experi-

ence very pleasant and not in the least frightening.  Bruce is an experienced presenter and 

hosts a program called “Grey Matters” on Thursdays from 9 till 11 am.  As the title sug-

gests it is aimed at older residents of our community and consists of interviews, some mu-

sic, news items and snippets of interest to computer users.  He also participates in another 

program on Saturdays, 9-11 am, called “Car Talk” which is aimed at motoring enthusiasts. 

 

Another U3A member, Hans van Gemert, is also heavily involved in the radio station.  As well as being 

theTreasurer on the Committee of Management since July of this year, he presents a classical music program 

called “Just Classics” on Sunday afternoons from 3 till 5 pm.  All styles of music are represented at some 

time during the week by different presenters.  The extent and variety of programs may be seen on the sta-

tions website:  www.wmafm.com.  Broadcasts are also streamed on the internet and can therefore be re-

ceived all over the world. New volunteer presenters are always being sought. 

 

New studios are being constructed at present at the home of the station which is in The Old Gaol off Bow-

den Street.  The station relies on sponsorship by local businesses and runs promotional announcements un-

der guidelines specified by the Broadcasting Services Act and the Community Broadcasting Association of 

Australia Codes of Practice.  In addition to sponsorship announcements, the station will broadcast commu-

nity service announcements free of charge.  U3A Castlemaine is planning to utilise this opportunity to publi-

cise our upcoming launch of the 2014 Prospectus and our enrolment days next January.  

The Editor received a little help from her friends for this article. 

 
 

Governance Working Group 

To run a large, complex voluntary organisation like U3A Castlemaine requires a lot of activity 'behind the scenes', over-

seen by the Committee. 

Part of this activity relates to making sure that the organisation is following the rules and is set up to run efficiently and 

effectively, and continues to meet the needs of its growing membership.  This is where the Governance Working Group 

fits in. 

The role of this group is to advise the U3A Committee on any matters that need attention in relation to the Constitu-

tion, policies and procedures, position descriptions, the Corporate Calendar, and the Members' Handbook. 

This year the group members are: Dick Mack (Vice President, Convenor), Win Jodell (President, ex officio), Peter Bat-

ten, Max Clarke, George Gray, Jeanette Johnston, Sylvia Phillips, and Peter Stephens.  These members provide a nice 

mix of wisdom gained from experience and fresh ideas and enthusiasm. 

For 2014 the main focus will be on reviewing and revising the Position Descriptions for committee and other volunteer 

positions.  This task was last carried out in 2011 and, while the roles are being carried out quite successfully, there is 

probably room for some tweaking of roles and the relationship between roles.  Committee members have already re-

viewed their current PDs and the group has had one meeting. 

Members will be kept informed of progress during 2014. 

Dick Mack, Vice President 
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DECEMBER 2013     U3A Castlemaine 
PLEASE NOTE: 

DURING NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER COURSES BEGIN TO WIND DOWN AND FINISH FOR THE YEAR. MAKE SURE 

YOUR CHECK WITH YOUR COURSE LEADER/S FOR THE FINISH DATE OF COURSES IN WHICH YOU ARE ENROLLED, 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Italian I 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of 

Merit 
11am French III 
2pm French Language & 
        Literature 

10am Aboriginal History: 
          our shared history 
10.30am Intuitive 
              Development thru 
              Relaxation 
10.30am Italian II 

1pm French I 

1.30pm Bridge 

2.30pm Ukulele – 
             Intermediate 

3.30pm Singing Together 

9am Bush Rambling 
9am German I 
9.30am Mindfulness for 
            Wellbeing 
9.30am Music 
            Appreciation 
10am Table Tennis 
10.30am German II 
1.30pm Bridge Problem 
             Solving 
1.30pm Write On! Memoir 
2.30pm Ukulele Beginners 
4pm German Conversation 

9.30am Italian III 
10.30am Latin II 
11.30am Latin I 
1.30pm Photography and 
             Digital Imaging 
2pm Book Club 
4.30pm Solo Whist 

10am Coffee Morning 
          at Uniting Church 
          Hall and launch of 
          the 2014 Prospectus 
  

1.30pm Requiem … and 
             then? 

2pm Petanque 

7pm Opera: an Occasional 
         Evening Series 

9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Italian I 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 

10.30am Movies of 

Merit 
11am French III 

2pm Australian History 

10.30am Intuitive 
          Development thru 
          Relaxation 
10.30am Italian II 

1pm French I 

1.30pm Bridge 

2.30pm Ukulele – 
             Intermediate 

3.30pm Singing Together 
  

8.30am Bush Walking 
9am German I 
9.30am Mindfulness for 
            Wellbeing 
10am *Indian History 

since 1600 – 

*CHANGE OF DAY* 

10am Table Tennis 
10.30am German II 
12pm Over Eighties 
          Luncheon 
1.30pm Write On! 1 
2pm Understanding Opera 
2.30pm Ukulele Beginners 
3.45pm German Literature 

9.30am Italian III 
10.30am Latin II 
11.30am Latin I 
1.30pm Photography and 
             Digital Imaging 
4.30pm Solo Whist 
  

  

10am English Literature 
10am Tai Chi - Seated for 
          Arthritis 
1.30pm Issues of Concern 
2pm Petanque 
  

Saturday 14th 12.30pm 
Solo Group 

  
  

  
  
  

16th 17th 18th 19th 20th 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Italian I 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of 

Merit 
11am French III 
2pm French Language & 
        Literature 

10am Aboriginal History: 
          our shared history 

10.30am Intuitive 
          Development thru 
          Relaxation 
10.30am Italian II 

1pm French I 

1.30pm Bridge 

2.30pm Ukulele 
             Intermediate 
3.30pm Singing Together 

9am German I 
9.30am Mindfulness for 
            Wellbeing 
9.30am Music Appreciation 
10am Table Tennis 
10.30am German II 
1.30pm Ballet Appreciation 
1.30pm Bridge Problem 
             Solving 
1.30pm Write On! Memoir 
2.30pm Ukulele Beginners 

4pm German Conversation 

9.30am Italian III 
10am Friday Morning 
          Garden Club 
10.30am Latin II 
11.30am Latin I 
1.30pm Photography and 
             Digital Imaging 
7pm Wagner's Ring Cycle 

  

10am English Literature 
10am Tai Chi - Seated 

for 
          Arthritis 
1.30pm Issues of Con-

cern 
2pm Petanque 
  

23rd 24th 25th 26th 27th 
    Christmas Day Boxing Day   

30th 31st       
  New Year’s Eve       

2014 COURSE ENROLMENT MORNINGS – TUESDAY 14
TH

 AND WEDNESDAY 15
TH

 JANUARY 
AT THE UNITING CHURCH HALL.   

MEMBERSHIP FEES CAN ALSO BE PAID AT THESE TIMES. 
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January Holiday Program 2014 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

    1 2 

  

10am Chess 

6 

  

10.00 Movies of Merit 

5.00 Drawing at Peggy's 

place* 

6.30 Golf Croquet 

7 

  

1.30pm Bridge 

6.30pm Twilight 

 Pétanque 

8 

  

10am Table tennis 

9 

10am Chess 

  

7pm 

 Film Evening at Ann’s* 

13 

  

10.00 Movies of Merit 

5.00 Drawing at Peggy's 

place* 

6.30 Golf Croquet* 

14 

  

10am-12noon 

Enrolment Day 

at the Uniting Church 

1.30pm Bridge 

6.30pm Twilight Pétan-

que 

15 

  

10am-12noon 

Enrolment Day 

at the Uniting Church 

10am Table tennis 

2pm Cards Games at 

Peggy's, 

followed by afternoon tea 

at 

4pm* 

16 

  

10am Chess 

20 

  

10.00 Movies of Merit 

5.00 Drawing at Peggy's 

place* 

6.30 Golf Croquet* 

21 

  

1.30 Bridge 

6.30pm Twilight Pétan-

que 

22 

  

10am Table tennis 

23 

  

10am Chess 

6.30pm Poetry in the 

Gardens 

27 

  

10.00 Movies of Merit 

5.00 Drawing at Peggy's 

place* 

6.30 Golf Croquet* 

28 

  

1.30pm Bridge 

6.30pm Twilight Pétan-

que 

29 

  

10am Table tennis 

30 

  

10am Chess 

Members are welcome to join any of these groups during January. For events marked with an 

asterisk, please check the phone number 

provided on the list of events and ring for directions before you go. For events not marked 

with an asterisk, you may just turn up. 
 

January 31st 

Coffee Morning at the Uniting Church Hall 
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Bridge: Every Tuesday, 1.15pm 
Our regular Bridge group meets throughout January. If you have played in the 

past and would like to have another go in relaxed mode, give Paul O’Hare a ring. 

He can also arrange a partner for you. We play in the Salvation Army Hall in 

Templeton Street. 

Phone Paul O’Hare: 0419 345 240 

 

*Card Games and Afternoon Tea: 15 January, 2pm 
Come and play solo whist or a game of your choice at Peggy Munro's place, Bur-

nett Road, Castlemaine from 2pm – or alternatively, you may just like to come to 

afternoon tea and a chat at 4pm, followed by a stroll through Peggy's garden. 

Please bring a small plate to share. 

Phone Peggy Munro: 5472 2086 

 

Chess: Every Thursday, 10am 
Experienced and new chess players are invited to join us every 

Thursday morning in the rear of Panini Café in Mostyn Street. 

Michael Laine will help you get started if you are new to chess – 

and others can enjoy a social game. 

Phone Sally Kaptein: 5470 6340 

 

*Drawing at Peggy's place: Every Monday, 5pm 
Come to Peggy Munro's place at Burnett Road, Castlemaine, and experiment with 

pencil or crayon or sharpen your skills with other U3A people in a relaxed holiday 

mood. Speak to Peggy for directions. 

Phone Peggy Munro: 5472 2086 

 

*Film Evening: Thursday 9 January, 6.30pm 
Come and see “Le Havre” at Ann Lodge's place at 6 French Court, Castlemaine. 

Relax and watch a French senior try to earn some cash, support his ill wife and 

help a very young asylum seeker, on the run in France, to get to his mother who is 

in England. Bring a small plate and stay for a light supper and chat. Please let Ann 

know if you are coming. 

Phone Ann Lodge: 5470 5915 
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*Golf Croquet at Sunset: Every Monday, 6.30pm 
Golf croquet is an enjoyable social game and provides mental and physical exer-

cise. It has been likened to a combination of chess and billiards but on a larger 

outdoor setting. Players need shoes without heels and an eye shade or hat. Play-

ers should be able to move freely 

on a flat surface for about an hour. Equipment and instruction will be provided by Castlemaine 

Croquet Club, in Berkley St. $6 per player per session paid to the Club. 

Phone Frank Pederick: 5472 1017 

 

Movies of Merit: Every Monday 10.15am at the Theatre Royal 
John Waldie shows an outstanding movie every week – turn up and be surprised! Please be on 

time as the film will start promptly. There will be no formal discussion afterwards, but John 

likes to know your ‘score’ for the film. We hope members will stay for coffee/ice cream and a 

chat. Entry by donation of $5. 

Phone John Waldie: 5472 5411  

 

Poetry in the Gardens: Thursday 23 January, 6.30pm 
Meet under the Old Oak Tree, near the Children’s Playground. Bring along a favourite poem to 

read and share --- any topic, any poet – old, famous or new. Come and enjoy the beauty of our 

language in a lovely setting. Please bring a chair. You might like to bring a hat, sun-screen and 

insect repellent – and nibbles and drinks. 

Phone Dot Henshall: 5472 5108 

 

Table Tennis: Every Wednesday from 8 January 10am-12pm 
New players are welcome to come and play friendly table tennis at the Table Tennis Pavilion at 

the Forest Street end of Camp Reserve. We play every Wednesday throughout the year 

(starting on 8 January). Games are arranged so players of all abilities can join in. Bats and 

coaching are available, no charge. Cost: $2, with coffee or tea included. 

Phone Trevor Wheeler: 5476 2286 

 

Twilight Pétanque: Every Tuesday, 6.30pm 
Join us for a lighthearted game or two of the traditional French pétanque at Camp-

bell’s Creek (at the back of the park opposite Thrifty Link hardware). Bring your own 

boules if you have them – but there will be some to borrow. New or experienced 

players welcome. 
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