Worship Resources
29 January 2023
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Discern Wisdom


Additional Scriptures
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; Matthew 5:1-12; Doctrine and Covenants 161:7;
162:1a-b, 2a-b
Prelude

Welcome 

Call to Worship: “Listen to the Voice”
Person 1: Doctrine and Covenants 162:1a
Person 2: Doctrine and Covenants 162:1b

Hymns of Praise    Choose two
“O God of Vision”	CCS 78
“Praise the Source of Faith and Learning”	CCS 174
“All Hail the Power of Jesus”	CCS 105
“Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”	CCS 87
	Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own.

Prayer of Invocation 
Eternal God of joy, hope, love, and peace, we welcome your Spirit with us. Fill our hearts, open our eyes, allow us to fully hear and understand your message for us today. Amen.

Response 

Invitation to Discernment: “Listen Carefully”	
Person 1: Doctrine and Covenants 162:2a
Person 2: Doctrine and Covenants 162:2b

Hymn of Discernment
“Church of Christ Now Poised Anew”	CCS 373
OR “Lord, Speak to Me”	CCS 179
OR “I Will Talk to My Heart”	CCS 168

Prayer for Peace  
Light the Peace Candle.

Prayer
Spirit of Life, Love and Peace,
Open our eyes and hearts to hear the testimonies of those near and far, those alike and different. And, through our different perspectives and experiences, allow us to see the gospel with new eyes, and grasp it with freshness of spirit. In diversity we find joy, and yet, there is also struggle. But let us be defined by what unites us in Jesus Christ. 

We have heard your call: to build a peaceable kingdom. In our pursuit, remind us to seek unity. Help us listen to each other without judgment, and reason together in love. Allow your Spirit of truth to be with us. 

In our humanness, we build constructs of division, separating ourselves into ‘us’ and ‘them.’ Remind us of our calling as a prophetic people, to tirelessly work at tearing down walls of separation, and build the bridges to understanding.

Each life encountered is precious, let us seek to be gentle, kind and gracious with one another. Just as Christ reached out to those rejected and marginalized, on discipleship journey with the Community of Christ, may we each seek to live up to his name. Amen.
-inspired by Doctrine and Covenants 162

Ministry of Music or Congregational Hymn of Peace
“Draw the Circle Wide”	CCS 273
OR “Come Now, Sound the Call of Zion”	CCS 381

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Disciples’ Generous Response 
Statement
God’s spirit is already working in the world, touching alive souls right now. Awakening them, with a deep burning passion to follow Christ. However, there are others waiting to be transformed by the gospel, and others needing to be lifted out of hopelessness, by our loving hands. So, may our response as generous disciples be to share our own abundance, so that others may know the joys of the kingdom.

Before opening our hearts to generosity, there can be a feeling of fear. A fear that comes from believing our security is in our possessions. But the security we seek is not found in this world. The security we actually seek, is found in a faith that places trust in Jesus Christ. 

God gives and loves graciously and generously! God gives all of the sake of creation. Faithful disciples in response to the generosity of God by sharing according to the desires of their hearts; not because of commandment or constraint. Being generous is about aligning our priorities with God’s priorities, aligning our hearts with God’s heart.

What is our response as disciples of Jesus? We are called to respond with thankfulness and share with others as generously as God has shared with us.

Now, in this moment, in this worship service, it is a time for you to consider your generosity. This moment of Tithing/Offering is a Spiritual practice. If we treat it such, we intentionally awaken ourselves to God’s boundless grace and unending love. We give generously from a compassionate heart without thought of return.

Through sharing our tithes today, the church can spread joy, hope, love, and peace around the world so others can experience God’s generosity, too.

Allow God’s Spirit to breathe life in you, and through you.
	inspired by words from Doctrine and Covenants 162 and 163


Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes 
Video: “Let the Spirit Breathe”		played as tithing is received
Downloadable link: http://www.missionalleaders.org/videos-az 

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at www.CofChrist.org/disciples-generous-response-tools. 

Focus Scripture Reading
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Focus Moment: “Wise or Foolish?”
Project or print these words and their accompanying sentences for everyone to see in a vertical list:  
LIE 
CHEAT 
SWEAR 
STEAL
Initially just display the words, not the sentences.

A wise person once identified their important words of wisdom. Display the words. Do you think these words are wise or foolish? Why?  Allow time for discussion.
Let’s hear what the wise person has to say.    

As the next lines are read, reveal the sentences that go with each of the words.
LIE back and relax just a little more. Let a little more life happen to you without so much worry.
CHEAT failure. Don't be afraid to try something new because you think you may fail. It is through failure that we learn the most valuable lessons.
SWEAR to do your best. All the time, in every situation. That is all anybody will ever ask.
STEAL a little time for God. Everyday take a little more time to develop your relationship with God.
Now what do you think about the wise person’s words? Sometimes things are not as they seem. When we feel very wise and proud of it, it may actually be foolish in God’s eyes. The wisdom of the world is not the same as God’s wisdom. 

	Offer a brief prayer asking for help in discerning God’s wisdom, not our own.
	     -developed from Sermon4Kids, https://sermons4kids.com/new-year-eury.html

Message 						
Based on 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Sending Forth Hymn			
“Now Let Our Hearts within Us Burn”	CCS 658
OR “God of Grace and God of Glory” 	CCS 624
	Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own.
OR “Send Me Forth” 	CCS 651

Sending Forth
Doctrine and Covenants 161:7

Postlude


Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A – Letters 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany (Ordinary Time) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Exploring the Scripture 

This passage is part of a letter written by the apostle Paul to the saints at Corinth around 53-55 CE. Paul received reports that caused concern and revealed a congregation divided into factions. These factions had organized around teachers and their specific schools of thought about the gospel. The divisions centered on whose teachings were the most enlightened. Besides, human nature suggests that pride and the prestige of following various leaders could have led to these divisions.   
They were arguing and, in the process, missing the transforming power of Christ’s reconciling and redeeming love expressed through his life and death on the cross. Paul has no interest in getting in the middle of these disputes. The focus of Paul’s counsel reminds the disciples at Corinth of the true meaning of the cross and calls them to unity in the spirit. This specific passage is a rebuke of those who think they have it all figured out. 
The power and meaning of the cross are foolishness in the eyes of the world. How does crucifixion equal supreme victory? How does Christ’s suffering love expose the empire’s self-serving and brutal means to hold power and privilege? How is it possible the weak of this world will be made strong in Christ? The great reversal envisaged in Isaiah’s prophetic texts, the Sermon on the Mount, and Mary’s song (The Magnificat, Luke 1:46-55). 
This alternative nonviolent path to the future was not brought about by human wisdom. Paul reminds the Corinthian saints in verse 30 that God “is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” It is through the mystery and power of the incarnation, Emmanuel–God with us, that wisdom came not in the form of kings and rulers but through humble shepherds, a couple from Nazareth, and a vulnerable baby in a smelly, dirty manger.  
Such is the great paradox and promise of the gospel message. The moment we boast in our strength or wisdom, we fail to recognize the transforming power of love–a love that originates from God. God’s love helps us become a new creation in Christ. Divine love compels us to become messengers and co-creators of that love for the sake of the world. It is the hope of resurrection that has the power to unite us in a shared vision and common purpose. It is our oneness in Christ that has the potential to transform us and the world.  
To appreciate fully this passage, we must remember Paul’s experience on the road to Damascus. Paul’s writings are drenched in his encounter with the living Christ that blew apart his wisdom and turned his world upside down. This excerpt from Paul’s letter challenges Christ’s disciples then and now to put aside idolatrous ideas and images of God. It is an invitation to humbly follow the peaceable One who is always at work ahead of us and inviting us to be his ambassadors of reconciling love and peace.  

Central Ideas 
	We can become too attached to our preconceived ideas about God and obscure God’s activity in our lives and the world around us.  

	We are called to oneness in Christ in the spirit of humility and love.  

	The gospel’s message is foolishness to those who have not yet experienced God’s transforming love in Christ.  

	We are called to be ambassadors of God’s reconciling love and peace in Christ.  


Questions for the Speaker 
	As you look back, how have you grown in your understanding of God?  

	How do we resist the temptation to become attached to our preconceived ideas and images of God?  

	How is the Holy Spirit inviting us to a living faith rooted in Christ’s suffering love on the cross and the promise of resurrection?  

	How has God’s reconciling and redeeming love turned your world upside down?  

	How is the Spirit inviting us to a unity of shared vision and purpose?  




Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

1 Corinthians 1:18–31 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
The Season after Epiphany includes the weeks between Epiphany and Transfiguration Sunday.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.

Spirit of Loving Community, thank you so much for the gift of community! Communities are powerful. Communities can band together to discern your word and create beautiful change! Communities also can reject those on the fringes, those who are different, those who hurt us. Jesus was rejected by the very community that studied your word together. Yet, he found a group to accept him and include those who rejected him in his loving sacrifice. God, help us to follow Jesus’s example of peace.

Before peace is healing.
Before healing is forgiveness.
Before forgiveness is a conversation at the table.

May we form communities where folks from all walks of life with varied opinions and life experiences join with the common goal of conversation that leads to healing that leads to peace. We are so hopeful that our tables—big and small, boring and quirky, long-standing and young—can be the tables that bring the world to peace.

We are not blind to divisions, conflicts, and abused power. We see them, but as communities of faith, we refuse to accept them. God, empower us to take our tables to the rejected, to bring healing and peace.

In the name of Jesus, the most loving Host. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Walking in the Light
During Epiphany and the Season after Epiphany, our spiritual practice will be Walking in the Light. Take a few moments to quiet yourself. When you feel calm, begin by imagining you are walking on a path of light. As we pray, visualize the light surrounding you as you walk. As the prayer continues, offer the gift of light to those close to you, friends, acquaintances, those you dislike, those with whom you are in conflict, and your community at-large.
As you hear each sentence, offer the gift of light to those mentioned.

May my loved ones be embraced in God’s light. Pause.
May my family walk in the light of Christ. Pause.
May my friend receive the gift of love and light. Pause.
May my acquaintances sense the presence of light through our interactions. Pause.
May the one with whom I am in conflict be surrounded by the light of Christ. Pause.
May my community be blessed by the eternal light of God’s love and grace. Pause.
Amen.

At the conclusion of the prayer invite people to share the thoughts, emotions, or images they experienced while walking in the light.

Sharing Around the Table
1 Corinthians 1:18–31 NRSV

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one, might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Power church—you know the one. It’s the church you join if you want to get socially, politically, or economically ahead.
Then there are the churches that you hear about. They have a great band, awesome music, wonderful things for my kids, coffee and pastries before worship.
Paul is dealing with this kind of thinking in today’s text. Corinth is a town of scrappers, folks who are trying to move up, who have started as close to the bottom as you can get. In the Corinth church, many are freed slaves and poor folks. They have a hard time using the cross—an instrument of persecution, torture, and death—as a symbol of their identity.
Paul tries to explain that the cross is the symbol of God’s power because in the hands of the Roman executioners it held no power over Jesus. God overcame the cross, and we use it as a symbol of God’s saving covenant with the world.
The apostle then begins to tell the readers how they have been called, not because of their wisdom or strength, but for their foolishness and weakness. In accordance with the popular thinking and behavior of Corinth, these followers of the Way are choosing the wrong club, the wrong party. But Paul shares that just as the cross is a sign of defeat turned to triumph, so are the perceived shortcomings of the saints turned to the strength that God intends for the kingdom.
In most places people do not come to Community of Christ to get ahead economically or politically. Many are attracted by the Enduring Principles that encourage lifting up the least in our communities. Many come to escape oppressive religious systems or dogmas that bind them. Others come for the authentic ministry in the labor and words of peers and the chance to develop their own ministry and gifts for the glory of the kingdom. God takes all of us and forms us into communities of grace, purpose, and meaning.

Questions
What initially attracted you to Community of Christ? What caused you to stick with it?
	How has God used your foolishness/weakness to further God’s reconciling purposes in your family or community?
How do you understand the symbol of the cross?

Sending
Generosity Statement

Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a

The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response. The offering prayer for Epiphany is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:

Revealing God, may we always be generous. You have gifted each of us with boundless grace and unending love. May our response to that love and grace be humble service to others, and may generosity be part of our nature. Amen.


Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 330, “Summoned by the God Who Made Us”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.

Spirit of Loving Community, thank you so much for the gift of community! Communities are powerful. Communities can band together to discern your word and create beautiful change! Communities also can reject those on the fringes, those who are different, those who hurt us. Jesus was rejected by the very community that studied your word together. Yet, he found a group to accept him and include those who rejected him in his loving sacrifice. God, help us to follow Jesus’s example of peace.

Before peace is healing.
Before healing is forgiveness.
Before forgiveness is a conversation at the table.

May we form communities where folks from all walks of life with varied opinions and life experiences join with the common goal of conversation that leads to healing that leads to peace. We are so hopeful that our tables—big and small, boring and quirky, long-standing and young—can be the tables that bring the world to peace.

We are not blind to divisions, conflicts, and abused power. We see them, but as communities of faith, we refuse to accept them. God, empower us to take our tables to the rejected, to bring healing and peace.

In the name of Jesus, the most loving Host. Amen.



Spiritual Practice
Walking in the Light
During Epiphany and the Season after Epiphany, our spiritual practice will be Walking in the Light. Take a few moments to quiet yourself. When you feel calm, begin by imagining you are walking on a path of light. As we pray, visualize the light surrounding you as you walk. As the prayer continues, offer the gift of light to those close to you, friends, acquaintances, those you dislike, those with whom you are in conflict, and your community at-large.
As you hear each sentence, offer the gift of light to those mentioned.

May my loved ones be embraced in God’s light. Pause.
May my family walk in the light of Christ. Pause.
May my friend receive the gift of love and light. Pause.
May my acquaintances sense the presence of light through our interactions. Pause.
May the one with whom I am in conflict be surrounded by the light of Christ. Pause.
May my community be blessed by the eternal light of God’s love and grace. Pause.
Amen.

At the conclusion of the prayer invite people to share the thoughts, emotions, or images they experienced while walking in the light.



Sharing Around the Table
1 Corinthians 1:18–31 NRSV

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one, might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Power church—you know the one. It’s the church you join if you want to get socially, politically, or economically ahead.
Then there are the churches that you hear about. They have a great band, awesome music, wonderful things for my kids, coffee and pastries before worship.
Paul is dealing with this kind of thinking in today’s text. Corinth is a town of scrappers, folks who are trying to move up, who have started as close to the bottom as you can get. In the Corinth church, many are freed slaves and poor folks. They have a hard time using the cross—an instrument of persecution, torture, and death—as a symbol of their identity.
Paul tries to explain that the cross is the symbol of God’s power because in the hands of the Roman executioners it held no power over Jesus. God overcame the cross, and we use it as a symbol of God’s saving covenant with the world.
The apostle then begins to tell the readers how they have been called, not because of their wisdom or strength, but for their foolishness and weakness. In accordance with the popular thinking and behavior of Corinth, these followers of the Way are choosing the wrong club, the wrong party. But Paul shares that just as the cross is a sign of defeat turned to triumph, so are the perceived shortcomings of the saints turned to the strength that God intends for the kingdom.
In most places people do not come to Community of Christ to get ahead economically or politically. Many are attracted by the Enduring Principles that encourage lifting up the least in our communities. Many come to escape oppressive religious systems or dogmas that bind them. Others come for the authentic ministry in the labor and words of peers and the chance to develop their own ministry and gifts for the glory of the kingdom. God takes all of us and forms us into communities of grace, purpose, and meaning.

Questions
What initially attracted you to Community of Christ? What caused you to stick with it?
	How has God used your foolishness/weakness to further God’s reconciling purposes in your family or community?
How do you understand the symbol of the cross?



Generosity Statement

Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a

The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response. The offering prayer for Epiphany is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:

Revealing God, may we always be generous. You have gifted each of us with boundless grace and unending love. May our response to that love and grace be humble service to others, and may generosity be part of our nature. Amen.



Thoughts for Children
You will need:
Paper
Coloring supplies

In today’s scripture, the author talks about how people are called to participate in God’s work. In Community of Christ, we believe All Are Called, and each person is invited to use gifts and talents to bring about God’s preferred future. 
Think of one of your gifts or talents. Now think of how you can use it to share joy, hope, love, and peace. Draw a picture of you using that gift or talent to bring about God’s preferred future.
Allow participants time to work on their pictures. Consider letting them work on their pictures back at their seats and finding a time before the end of the gathering when they can share their drawing.



