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Wk 9 Gr 7 Sci Lesson 26_JW 

Subject: Grade 7 Science 

Term: 1 

Week: 9 Lesson: 26A 

Unit: 6 Classification 

Topic: 6.4: Other classification systems 

Sub-topic: Indigenous Australians 

 

Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 

legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Complete thePractice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work.  (I will be checking your 

Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 

In lesson 18A you learnt that the Yolngu of Arnhem Land (Northern Territory) further divided living 

things into three groups. One of which is ‘things that breath and reproduce’. This sub-division of 

living things includes plants and animals except humans. 

 

This lesson is a continuation of the Yolngu classification. 

 

Things that breath and reproduce 

Things that breath and reproduce are then subdivided into nine different sets. For example: 

 guya is the name for a group that includes all fish 

 dharpa is all plants with woody stems 

 warrakan includes all land or freshwater mammals, birds and reptiles with the exception of 

snakes 

 b�̈�pi is the group to which snakes, legless lizards and worms belong 

  

Some of the nine groups are further subdivided. For example: 

 warrakan are grouped according to whether they fly, walk, crawl or slide 

 guya are subdivided according to where they live: near the surface of the water, near the 

bottom, in rivers, in freshwater or among reefs and rocks. 

 

Comparing classifications 

The hierarchy of classification used by the Yolngu is similar to but much simpler than the biological 

classification. The classification of three finches found in Arnhem Land could be used as an 

example. 
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The scientific classification is shown on the image on the left. The 

classification of the Yolngu is shown below. It is a lot simpler. 

There are no specific names for the different finches: they are all 

lidjildji. They only give specific names to things that are of special 

use or significance. 

 
 

 

 

 

Same word, different meaning 

For the Yolngu, words can also have different meanings at different stages of a person’s life. 

Children up to the age of 10 years have two words for birds. They use warrakan to mean large 

birds and djikay means a small bird.  From the age of 11 to 18 years, warrakan means both large 

and small birds. From 19 to 30 years, warrakan mainly refers to large edible birds, and for people 

over 30 years the same word refers to large land animals such as birds, reptiles, bats and 

echidnas. 

 

The change in use of the words relates to the place in society of the person and their stage of life. 

Children will notice small birds and may have fun looking for them in the bushes or grass. As they 

get older and start hunting birds for food, it does not really matter whether it is large or small, so 

only one word is used. Gradually the word becomes used more generally to mean a variety of food 

animals. 

 

Practice Exercise 26B: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 

1. State the Yolngu name for : 

(a) Plants with woody stems  _____________ 

(b) Snakes and lizards  _____________ 

 

You can answer this question by rewriting the question in your exercise book and filling in a one 

word answer in the blank space. 

 

2. Explain why the Yolngu people do not have names for all the different birds. 

 

You can answer this question like this: The Yolngu people do not have names for all the different 

birds because ………..  

You may have developed understanding of the indigenous Australians classification 

system. Particularly, that of living things that breathe and reproduce except humans. 

 


