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 Subject:  Grade 7 English  

Term 4 Factual Argumentative Genre 

Week:  2  Lesson Number:  94 

 Topic: Personal Recounts : Writing a personal recount.  

Text:  

 Practice: Making notes. 

Introduction 

In week one, lessons 92 & 93 focused on the language feature and structure of a personal recount. In 

this lesson, we will focus on writing a personal recount considering the three part structure outlined 

below. 

Instruction 

To complete this lesson, you must follow these steps:  
Step 1: In your Exercise book, copy the Header.   
Step 2:  Attempt “Practice Exercise 1”  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Practice Exercise 1:  

1. Read the notes below. 

2. Study the three parts to the notes and make your own notes. 

3. Think of an event that you want to write about. 

 

Writing a personal recount requires you to retell an activity or event that happened in your own life. 
You must structure your recount in a way that makes sense while using the language that matches 
the same purpose. 
A. Part 1 Considerations 
1. Follow the instructions 
When writing a personal recount, read the instructions several times. The first thing you need to 
understand is the writing prompt.  
For example; if your teacher asks you to write about a favourite holiday memory, your recount 
needs to describe something that happened during a holiday. It should not describe a favourite 
memory that happened in school, after class on a normal school day, or during a normal weekend. 
Pay attention to requirements concerning length as well. 
2. Understand the purpose 
Ask yourself what you hope to achieve by writing your recount. You need to accurately portray a 
real event you were personally involved in. 
Most recounts are meant to inform, entertain or do some combination of the two. Personal recounts 
are generally written for entertainment. 
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3. Know your audience 
Think about your audience when writing your recount. Ask yourself what your audience might hope 
to gain or see from your writing. 
4. Watch the mood 
Consider how your audience might feel after reading your recount. 
For instance, some stories might make the reader feel happy while others might make the readers 
feel sad. Make sure that the story you tell matches the mood you hope to put the reader in. 
For example, if you need or want to write a personal recount about a fun memory, you probably 
shouldn’t write about your best friend moving away. As a sad memory, describing the loss of your 
friend won’t create the ‘fun’ mood your recount is supposed to have. 
 
Part 2: Structure 
1. Pick an appropriate title 
Most recounts have a title, and that title should summarise the text in a few words. 
2. Set the orientation 
This includes all of the background details the reader will need to understand your story. 

 Identify the participants. Even though a personal recount must retell a story from your own 
life, other people will probably be involved in your story. Mentioning these individuals early 
on will prevent the reader from being surprised or confused later. 

 Explain when the activity happened and where it happened. 
3. Recall and relay the correct sequence of events 
Your recount should describe one significant incident, but each event or step that happened during 
that incident happened in a specific order. 
4. Pick out important details 
 A lot may have happened during the activity you described in your recount, but if you provide too 
many details, you can overwhelm or bore the reader. Stick with important details that push the story 
along instead of slowing it down. 
As a general rule, only describe events that the reader would not be able to predict. Write about the 
games you played, not eating, sleeping at night, washing and changing or dressing. 
5. Separate major parts into different paragraphs. 
Each major event in your recount should have its own paragraph. If you cram too many details into 
one paragraph, the story can seem cluttered and confusing. 
For instance, recounts that cover an extended period of time, each paragraph might describe one 
easily separated portion of that time. A recount about your weekend might include one paragraph 
for Friday evening, one paragraph for Saturday and one paragraph for Sunday. 
6. Include descriptive details as needed. 
Descriptive details may not seem necessary at first, but they can help strengthen the image you are 
describing in the mind of your readers. 
For instance, when you are writing about someone or something important like your favourite pet, 
include a description of how your pet looks like. 
7. Re-orient your reader. 
Near the end of the recount, you should note the setting again to tie things up and remind the 
reader of what you were describing. 
Consider including a personal opinion about what happened. 
You may also need to conclude by describing the outcome of the activity. 
For instance, if you are recounting your visit to the doctor, end with an explanation of what your 
doctor told you or what medicine he or she gave you. 
Part 3: Language 
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1. Opt for a first person point of view. 
Since personal recounts describe events that personally happened in your own life, you will need to 
use the first person pronouns like ‘I’ and ‘we’. 
2. Use lots of verbs. 
A personal recount should describe events and activities that happened. To effectively describe 
such actions, you will need to use lots of ‘action words’ 
3. Write in the past tense. 
The story you are telling happened in the past, so your recount will usually need to be told in the 
past tense. 
4. Link events together. 
Use transitional words that link separate events together. Without these transitions, your recount 
may seem scattered and disconnected. 
Transitions describe the order of events. 

 

Conclusion 

After this lesson, you should be start thinking about writing a personal recount. 

 


