
The Ultimate Guide
of Things to do in 
Alameda County



Table of Contents

- 2 -

Introduction...........................................................................................................................................................................3

Map of Alameda..............................................................................................................................................................4

Family Friendly Activities to do in Alameda County...................................................................5

Annual Events..................................................................................................................................................................22

The Best Romantic Date Night Ideas.....................................................................................................30



Introduction

- 3 -

Welcome to my compilation of things to enjoy in 
and around Alameda County

 
Alameda County, California is one of the most dynamic areas in the United

States, and as such, has plenty of exciting activities to do. From visiting
beautiful landmarks to taking part in sporting events and participating in

community celebrations, there’s no shortage of fun things to do in Alameda
County. 

 
Living in Alameda county offers unique advantages. For one, Oakland and

Berkeley have gained recognition for their high livability scores and quality of
life— which is great for all sorts of reasons, including but not limited to: quality

education; proximity to entertainment; cultural and historical landmarks;
outdoor access; safety and overall community support. There are tons of fun

things to do in Alameda county. You will definitely enjoy living here 
 

When it comes to Alameda County attractions, we’ve got you covered. Start
with a visit to The Bay Model, or head over to Chabot Space and Science

Center and embark on an out-of-this-world adventure. If you’re looking for fun
things to do in Alameda County with kids, Exploratorium is a can’t miss. While
there are many other Alameda County attractions, you can explore more of

what we have here.
 
 



Map of Alameda County
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Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County

- 5 -

Alameda County, CA located on the east shore of San Francisco Bay, has
been called the gem of the bay area and the county in which you can live
like you’re in the country and work like you’re in the city. With its excellent
weather, unparalleled outdoor recreation and breathtaking views, Alameda

County is one of California’s most popular places to live and visit. 
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Adventure Toys and Learning Center 

Alameda Theatre & Cineplex

Albany Aquarium
 

Adventure Toys & Learning Center is a locally owned toy store
that offers great customer service along with early education
toys for all ages! Along with selling toys and learning centers,
they also offer a wide range of services such as arts & crafts
classes on weekends. They also allow birthday parties and field
trips!

With an extravagant old school look that’s outdone only by its
big screens and plush seats, Alameda Theatre & Cineplex has
become a cultural cornerstone of Downtown Oakland since
opening in 1922. While we all love watching movies from our
couch at home, there’s no better feeling than watching your
favorite flick with a tub of popcorn bigger than your head! 

Albany's Aquarium is a not-for-profit educational aquarium that
showcases more than 125 local aquatic animals and plants with
opportunities for special events, private parties, school field
trips and corporate meetings.

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Aquatic Park

Pump it Up

Bricks 4 Kidz

A beloved waterfront destination in downtown Oakland,
Aquatic Park offers a respite from a busy day of urban
sightseeing or weekend exploring by the bay with its sheltered
harbor and pristine beachfront views. The tidal lagoon that
makes up most of present-day Aquatic Park is home to an
endangered species of sturgeon (due to its depth), but that
doesn’t stop locals from swimming, kayaking, windsurfing and
sailing on calm days. 

An indoor playground for children of all ages is located in
Alameda county. It's called Pump It Up and it's very safe for
kids from 2-12 years old to play on. There are a variety of
activities inside that will keep your children entertained for
hours at a time. The equipment includes inflatable slides,
obstacle courses, climbing walls, arcade games and much more!

At Bricks 4 Kidz you can build your very own model cars,
airplanes, dinosaurs and more! Bricks 4 Kidz is fun for all ages
but geared towards children from 5-12 years old. The instructors
are friendly and creative individuals who love what they do!
Classes vary in price based on age of child and material used
for building (Legos or K’Nex). There are classes that allow kids
to bring their own Legos or K’Nex too!

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Brushstrokes in Berkeley

California Canoe and Kayak

Cesar Chavez Park 

Art Camp, After School Programs and pottery parties available.
A combination of ceramics and painting. Drop-in storefront
space where the community, friends, and families can connect
through the process of making art.  

With locations in Berkeley, Oakland, Emeryville and San
Francisco , California Canoe & Kayak offers classes for all levels
of experience. You can even rent kayaks right on the water at
Pier 40 in San Francisco or enjoy a romantic paddle around
Strawberry Point in Berkeley . For something more laid-back you
can also take part in their kayak tours of Monterey Bay or relax
with a picnic at one of their four lakeside locations.

Just minutes from downtown Oakland, Cesar Chavez Park is a
lovely green space on Lake Merritt that’s perfect for a leisurely
stroll or picnic with family or friends. The park hosts a number
of programs every year, including music festivals and
community festivals that celebrate diversity in one of Oakland’s
most ethnically diverse neighborhoods. When not hosting events,
it serves as an ideal spot for walking your dog or strolling
around with a book.

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Chabot Space & Science Center

Cleveland Cascade

Codornices Park

With a giant telescope overlooking Oakland, an IMAX theater
showing space-themed movies, lectures and tons of hands-on
exhibits, you’ll leave Chabot with a better understanding of just
how expansive our universe really is. Plus it’s also located in
beautiful Redwood Regional Park which makes for a great day
trip in itself!

The Cleveland Cascade is the perfect vantage point for anyone
seeing the lake for the first time. Many first-time visitors plan
their trip around a visit here because of its historical
significance and all of the iconic views it offers. Everyone should
experience it at least once. This waterfall is by far one of my
favorite places in Oakland and I’m sure yours will be too!

Located in Berkeley’s North Berkeley neighborhood, Codornices
Park is a great place for picnics or just relaxing in nature. The
park has plenty of big trees and grassy areas, as well as a few
trails with various levels of difficulty. If you plan on hiking, be
sure to bring plenty of water!

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County



- 10 -

Color Me Mine

Crab Cove Visitor Center

Downtown Alameda Attractions

If you’re looking for a fun activity for kids of all ages, Color Me
Mine is a great place to take them. They offer pottery painting
parties that can be enjoyed by everyone (adults included) --
whether you go with friends or family members or not! The
studio will provide everything you need, including paint and
tools; just add imagination. There are plenty of pieces and
colors to choose from so kids can create whatever they imagine. 

The Crab Cove Visitor Center sits on an island located at 898
Encinal Avenue in Alameda, California. It is part of a larger
wildlife refuge area and was built in 1978 by volunteers from
Berkeley High School using mostly recycled materials. The
center gives educational tours of major seabird nesting
locations on Alameda Island.

Downtown Alameda is a historic area with many fun shops and
restaurants, it also has a great waterfront scene with lots of fun
bars including Sea Lion Cellar which is an off-track betting bar
that hosts beer tasting events all throughout the year! There are
also a ton of outdoor spaces for kids including The Waterfront
Children’s Park, Fairyland, Shorebird Park, Kiwanis play Grove
and more.

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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East Bay Vivarium

Enjoy the Mountain ATV Tours

Fourth Street

People travel from all over for exotic reptiles such as lizards
and turtles for their home or business collections. The Vivarium
offers a great selection of birds, fish and mammals as well
including frogs , snakes, turtle , tortoises (including endangered
species), lizards , geckos , raccoons , spiders, skinks, salamanders
and more. Visitors can shop for reptile supplies at wholesale
prices. They also sell live crickets in bulk .

Enjoy smooth trails in a variety of terrain on one of ATV riding
tours in Santa Clara Valley at San Martin’s ATV Center located
in Tracy. Experience San Francisco’s past with scenic treks
through Mission Peak Regional Preserve or explore wine country
while you sipping your favorite bottle of red or white at
Monticello Cellars Tasting Room in Livermore.

Old Town Alameda is such a sweet place! While it’s technically
not located within downtown Alameda, which is centered at
Webster Street, you definitely want to check out 4th street for
some great shops and restaurants. In addition to all that
shopping, there are also plenty of date-night options if you love
Italian food. Start with dinner at Caffe Italia, then walk across
to Marie Callender’s for dessert. If you prefer French, take your
honey over to Chez Alex; their escargot are amazing! 

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Frog Park

Habitot Children's Museum

High Scores Arcade

The Frog Park, located under Highway 24, has whimsically
designed play structures and adjacent dog park. There is also a
shaded area with picnic table and benches. There is a
designated area for little ones as well as an area for older
children with cobwebs and monkey bars to climb as well as a
few slides, the train side, a sandbox with the large turtle in the
middle

Providing an excellent resource for families in Northern
California, Habitot Children's Museum provides fun and engaging
educational experiences where adults can play along with their
children. A nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting early
childhood development through hands-on learning experiences, 26
years later, it has grown into a premier Bay Area museum that
currently serves more than 160,000 visitors each year!

If you’re looking for a fun place with an even better retro
atmosphere than check out High Scores Arcade. Playing these
old school arcade games bring us back to childhood days full of
challenge, rewards and old fashion competition. Take your date
on a nostalgic journey through time as you battle it out with
old-school video games from Pac Man to Tron! It’s definitely
something different from dinner and a movie!

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Jean Sweeny Open Space Park

Joaquin Miller Park

Junior Center of Art Science

With an unobstructed view of both San Francisco and Oakland
skylines, Jean Sweeny Open Space Park is a beautiful way to
get away from it all without having to travel too far from home.
Surrounded by trees, you can take a leisurely stroll or run with
your loved one on one of more than 10 miles of trails. Bordered
by Ashland Creek on one side and Lake Merritt on another,
there’s plenty of opportunity for nature-lovers to explore at their
own pace.

Come enjoy a picnic or hike with your loved one at Joaquin
Miller Park, set in a lush and majestic grove of coast live oaks in
Oakland’s beautiful Joaquin Miller Park. It features miles of
hiking trails through wooded forests that offer breathtaking
views of Mt. Diablo on clear days. Picnic tables are available for
those who choose to dine al fresco!

If you’re looking for an enjoyable way to spend a Saturday
morning with your family, head on over to Junior Center of Art
Science in Alameda County. This hands-on museum gives
children (and their parents) plenty of opportunities to explore
art, science and much more through exhibits that change
quarterly. Families can also enjoy lectures and fun special
events here too!

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Kinetics Art Center

Japanese Tea Garden

Lake Anza in Tilden Park

The Kinetics Art Center in Alameda is a non-profit organization
that provides circus training programs and classes for youth
and adults.The studio offers beginner through advanced classes
such as trapeze, aerial silks, juggling, handstands and more!

Located in the Tilden Regional Park of Berkeley and Oakland,
Lake Anza was formed in 1927 when a dam was constructed on
Codornices Creek to provide water for the park’s golf course
and other recreational areas. It is the largest lake in Tilden Park
and draws thousands of visitors each year for its fishing pier,
swimming beach and hiking trails around the lake’s perimeter.

Located in the Tilden Regional Park of Berkeley and Oakland,
Lake Anza was formed in 1927 when a dam was constructed on
Codornices Creek to provide water for the park’s golf course
and other recreational areas. It is the largest lake in Tilden Park
and draws thousands of visitors each year for its fishing pier,
swimming beach and hiking trails around the lake’s perimeter.

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Lawrence Hall of Science

Lincoln Square Recreation Center

Littlejohn Park

Lawrence Hall of Science is one of Northern California’s most
renowned attractions for students of all ages and lovers of
science alike. From learning about cutting-edge technology in
person through hands-on exhibits to launching experiments into
space aboard NASA rockets, there are plenty of reasons why so
many people are drawn to Lawrence Hall of Science year after
year.

Lincoln Square Recreation Center is a perfect destination for a
fun day out with your friends or family. The recreation center
has a Chinese themed playground, indoor basketball court at
the left corner, a basketball/tennis court, a baseball diamond,
and a clubhouse.  

Little John Park has lots of shade due to surrounding trees. A
children's playground is a few steps away from the picnic tables,
basketball courts and a grass field for a great family outing or
group picnic spot! The park gets crowded on nice summer days
which offer plenty of space to run around. 

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Live Oak Park, North Oakland

Museum of Children's Arts

Oakland Aviation Museum

5-1/2 acres of well tended grass, huge oak trees, courts, and play
areas surrounding Codornices Creek. There's an arts center and
winding walkways to complete the area. There are three picnic
sites that are both drop in and on a reservation basis as well as
basketball, tennis courts and a dog run.

For a fun day trip with your children or grandchildren, take
them over to The Children's Museum of Arts in Alameda. The
museum exhibits contemporary art. Kids will have a great time
learning about all different kinds of art through music and play!
Many of their events are free or priced very reasonably; check
out their website for more information on what they're currently
offering.

Located on Lake Merritt in Oakland, CA is a hidden gem of
history; The Oakland Aviation Museum. This museum is rich with
aviation history that highlights both local as well as national
figures in aviation throughout time. With exhibits such as rare
vintage aircrafts as well as displays highlighting local military
history you are sure to have a great time while learning more
about American History!

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Oakland Ice Center

Oakland Museum of California

Oakland Zoo

When it comes to recreational ice skating in Oakland, there’s no
better choice than Oakland Ice Center. Here you can find an
assortment of lessons, such as ice skating lessons for toddlers
and private figure skating lessons as well as your regular public
skate sessions. With two rinks—Oakland Ice Center is sure to be
a success at entertaining local residents of all ages.

With a variety of exhibitions for all ages and interests, you’re
sure to find something that suits your fancy when you visit
Oakland Museum of California. From historical artifacts and art
pieces to hands-on exhibits for kids, there is no shortage of
things to see at OMCA. And with various events taking place
year-round from exhibitions opening weekend celebrations, it’s
easy to make a day out of your trip to Oakland.

If you’re looking for something a little more low-key than its big
brother in San Francisco, Oakland Zoo offers great hands-on
experiences with a variety of animals including elephants,
gorillas and lemurs. If you’re more of an urbanite than an
animal person, then we recommend taking a stroll through Jack
London Square or relaxing on Lake Merritt during your visit.

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Pacific Pinball Museum

Pump it Up Oakland

Shoreline Park

Pacific Pinball Museum is a must see for those who are pinball
fans! It’s in downtown Alameda on Park Street near Webster St.
They have over 100 games that you can play so make sure you
bring plenty of quarters! 

Looking for something to do with your family? Look no further
than Pump it Up! Located in Oakland, CA. Pump it Up offers a
variety of fun games with huge inflatable playgrounds that are
suitable for all ages. If you are looking for an awesome place to
spend time with your kids while also having a fun time yourself
then look no further!

Enjoy a full day at Shoreline Park located on man-made
Alameda Island in an area of San Francisco Bay known as
Oakland Estuary. This park has about a 4 mile walking / bike
path, a wonderful view of the San Francisco Bay Area as well as
a beach for swimming.

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Speer Family Farms Pumpkin Patch

The little Ice Rink

Tilden Nature Area and Little Farm

One of our favorite things to do with visitors to California is
make a day trip down to Speer Family Farms in Patterson, CA.
They have over different activities for all ages including hay
rides, jumpys, hamster balls, life size board games, u-pick
pumpkin fields (from early September through October), giant
jumping pillows...you name it!

When people think of ice skating in Alameda County, they
typically think of The Little Ice Rink: a seasonal outdoor rink
located near Oakland’s Lake Merritt at 841 Bellevue Avenue.
During their three-month season (typically mid-November
through mid-February), The Little Ice Rink provides Bay Area
residents with a fun place to learn or improve on skating skills. 

Tilden Park is a beautiful wilderness area located in Berkeley
just a short drive from downtown Oakland. The park offers
hiking trails for all ages and skill levels as well as horseback
riding opportunities for those with their own mounts. Petting zoo
– Kids will enjoy petting miniature horses, goats, sheep and pigs
at The Little Farm , one of Berkeley's most popular family
attractions.

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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Tilden Regional Park, Botanic Garden

Totland

UC Berkeley Botanical Garden

One of my favorite places in Oakland is Tilden Regional Park.
It’s a natural treasure of gorgeous grassy knolls where you can
hike up a hill or sit quietly with a picnic lunch by one of its lakes
or waterfalls. You can even explore pine groves, redwood forest
and old-growth oak woodlands at Black Diamond Mines
Regional Preserve in nearby Contra Costa County. 

This is a great location for children or families looking for fun.
There are play areas where you can have a picnic while your
children play on their slides, bridges and swings. Totland also
has an area of grassy knolls and trees for shade with benches
throughout so you can sit down and relax as well. Perfect for 1-3
year olds.

This green haven of education is located on Centennial Drive
off Grizzly Peak Boulevard and features a wide array of native
California plants. There are nature walks led by volunteers
throughout the year; check their website for updates on those
events as well as hours of operation. 

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County
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UC Berkeley’s Museum of Paleontology

USS Hornet Museum

West Oakland Farm Park

It’s no secret that Berkeley is one of America’s most exciting
cities; what a lot of people don’t know is that its museum scene
is top-notch as well. For example, UC Berkeley’s Museum of
Paleontology has an excellent collection of dinosaur fossils.
Definitely not your average science museum! Besides bones,
there are exhibits on volcanoes and earthquakes, so it truly is a
multifaceted experience—one you can enjoy with family or
friends (and perhaps dinosaurs).

This USS Hornet Museum is one of Alameda’s hidden gems. The
U.S.S. Hornet was one of our country’s first aircraft carriers and
it served in World War II as well as during both Korean Wars
through Vietnam (in between periods of time where it
underwent restoration) and is still considered active!

A truly unique place in Oakland with a focus on bringing
affordable urban farming resources to local neighborhoods.
Children can play in the mud or get behind the wheel of an old
fashioned tractor-trailer ride! A great idea for a day trip that
combines gardening, history and play all into one stop! Plan
ahead if you want to pick your own fruits or veggies.

Family Friendly Activities
in Alameda County



Annual Events in Alameda County
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Every year, Alameda County in California hosts a number of exciting annual
events, from music festivals to sporting events to food fairs. Whether you’re
looking for the next big thing or want to revisit something from last year,

this guide has everything you need to know about annual events in
Alameda County, California. From San Francisco Bay area residents and
visitors alike, these are the best events happening in your backyard every

year!
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Chinese Acrobats

Chinese New Year Celebration

Mardi Gras Concert 

Celebrate Lunar New Year with a Chinese acrobatic
performance that will leave you speechless. The colorful
costumes and intricate hand-balancing will keep you
entertained while simultaneously making you feel like your brain
has been wrung out! Get ready for some mental stretching as
these performers try to bend themselves into knots. But don’t
worry: they’ll start off slow, allowing time for your brain to
adapt gradually.

Don’t miss out on one of California’s biggest Chinese New Year
celebrations at Union Square & Kearny St in San Francisco. The
event will feature a variety of fun and exciting festivities
including live cultural performances and plenty of delicious
traditional food.

Concerts are a popular way for people in Alameda County to
celebrate Mardi Gras. If you’re looking for an exciting and
festive way to kick off Carnival season then consider attending
one of the Mardi Gras concert at an outdoor venue.

Annual Events in Alameda County
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Taste Tri-Valley Restaurant Week 

Dublin’s St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

International Guitar Night

Tri-Valley Restaurant Week is an annual event when
restaurants from all over East Bay offer prix fixe lunch and
dinner menus for a great price. The 6 day event features more
than 70 of your favorite local restaurants! It’s a culinary
adventure that showcases some of Northern California’s most
incredible food and wine. 

St. Patrick’s Day has become one of Dublin’s biggest cultural
and tourist attractions with a massive final parade taking place
on St. Patrick’s day every year through The Green. The event is
organized by Dublin City Council, along with Tourism Ireland
and Fáilte Ireland.

If you’re a guitar enthusiast and live in Alameda County, then
make sure you check out International Guitar Night at The New
Parish on Feb. 27 for a night of fun, performances and jamming.
This event will feature a dozen musicians who’ll play their best-
known tunes. 

Annual Events in Alameda County
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Tri-Valley Innovation Fair 
presented by Quest Science Center

Golden Gate Arabian Horse Association Show

San Francisco Bay Area Flower & Garden Show

Join Quest Science Center and discover your inner innovator at
its Annual Tri-Valley Innovation Fair. Inventors and innovators
from ages 14 to 19 will showcase projects inspired by science or
technology with a focus on either sustainability or renewable
energy. Judging for Gold Grand Prizes is based upon different
categories related to sustainability and renewable energy. 

The Golden Gate Arabian Horse Association (GGHAA) Show is
an internationally recognized event. Begun as a small show for
Arabian horse enthusiasts on November 14, 1961 at St. Joseph’s
Center on Sloat Boulevard in San Francisco, Calif., it has grown
into a premier event for those who enjoy and appreciate these
beautiful creatures. The GGHAA Show continues today to be
one of Northern California’s most attended equine events.

Flowers and plants make all of our lives a little more beautiful.
The San Francisco Bay Area Flower & Garden Show is a
dazzling display of flowers, plants and landscapes! Held at San
ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS every year in April, it
attracts over 70,000 visitors and 2,500 plant experts each year.

Annual Events in Alameda County



A yearly outdoor market celebrating Mexico's food and art.
Traditional music and entertainment. Families from all over are
encouraged to attend Mariachi and engage with businesses,
nonprofit organizations and members of the Hayward
community. With a full day lineup of mariachi bands as well as
several vendors selling products typical of Mexico such as hand-
made jewelry, ceramics, clothing and even ice cream. 
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Earth Day Festival

Mariachi Concert

Alameda County Fair

Earth Day Festival is a one-day festival happening in March or
April in Alameda. One of top things to do in Alameda County!
Don't miss out on great entertainment for all ages coming soon.
Check out their website for tickets and schedule of events.This
event runs annually. Once you go once, you'll be back every
year. It's that good! Kids are free admission which makes it even
better!

Held annually since 1857, The Alameda County Fair is one of
America’s longest running county fairs. For a month each year
from mid-July through August more than 500,000 people will
attend the fair! What started as a way for farmers to market
their produce and livestock has blossomed into a full blown
entertainment experience for everyone who attends.

Annual Events in Alameda County



The city of Fremont's Fourth of July parade is always an exciting
event. This year promises to be no different with a large balloon
brigade, dancing horses and grandstand seating for more than
5,000 people. It all starts at 10:30 a.m., Tuesday and runs along
Park Street from Mowry Ave down to Webster Street in
Fremont. More information can be found on their website .
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Island Jam

Mayor's Fourth of July Parade

Celebrate July 4th aboard USS Hornet Sea, Air, 
and Space Museum

 

If you’re looking for a fun family festival that involves food,
craft beer and live music (and oh yeah - you’re on an island!)
then Island Jam is perfect for you. This event has been going on
since 1975 and happens annually at Alameda’s historic Island
Park! Whether you visit from San Francisco or Berkeley, it will
be worth your while.

If you’re looking for something different from your typical July
4th fireworks show and want to learn about our nation’s history
at the same time, consider taking a trip aboard USS Hornet
Sea, Air & Space Museum. This National Historic Landmark has
a schedule of multiple special events going on throughout July
4th weekend. You can tour Navy aircraft or experience hands-
on.

Annual Events in Alameda County



The city’s largest festival features two days of blues music (the
longest running blues fest on the West Coast, says its website),
two weeks of arts and crafts exhibits, a home show and
children’s activities. The barbecue competition takes place at
Webster St. at Central Ave.
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California Soul-Food Cookout and Festival

Blues, Brews & BBQ

Monsters & Mayhem

Indulge your love of soul food at Alameda county’s Soul Food
Cookout and Festival. This two-day event features live music,
dancing, soul food and competitions for culinary artists who are
skilled at creating Southern cuisine. There’s also a kids area with
games and other activities to keep little ones occupied
throughout. 

They’ll also provide trick-or-treating and safe Halloween
activities. Come join the fun! The event is free and open to the
public; costumes are not required. Featuring food, interactive
entertainment, spooky bazaar, old school carnival games,
costume parade, and the traditional trick or treat on Webster
Street from local businesses more. To learn more about West
Alameda Business Association’s Halloween Party and other
upcoming community events, visit their website. 

Annual Events in Alameda County



From jazz concerts to pop shows and rock concerts, there’s no
shortage of music in Oakland and its surrounding areas. The
Oracle Arena has played host to both popular music stars and
iconic musicians. Frank Sinatra performed a special show at
Oracle shortly before his death. You can take in amazing music
at one of several venues throughout Alameda County each
month. Each venue offers unique qualities so you’ll want to
experience each place at least once for yourself if you live
nearby.

- 29 -

Winter Celebration on Webster

Various Concerts Each Month 
in Alameda County

 

This spectacular event is sure to put everyone into a holiday
mood as they stroll down tree-lined sidewalks and enjoy
beautiful light displays at businesses and park venues. With
plenty of food vendors to keep you warm from inside, there is
no better way to celebrate winter than by strolling through
Winter Celebration on Webster!

Annual Events in Alameda County



The Best Romantic Date Ideas
in Alameda County
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Alameda County, California has all the makings of an idyllic, romantic setting,
complete with beautiful scenery and plenty of great places to spend quality time with
your significant other or friends. Here are some great date night ideas in Alameda

County to help you get started planning the perfect night out!
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Alameda Country Club

Alameda Theatres Cineplex

It’s no surprise that one of the most romantic spots in
California is also one of its most luxurious. This exclusive
country club, located in West Alameda County, has two
championship golf courses, both of which have been
honored with 4 1/2 star ratings by Golf Digest. While
reservations are a must on weekends and holidays, they
can be secured with little trouble during off-peak hours—
which means couples can spend their Saturday afternoon
enjoying some serious quality time together!

If you want to get out of town for a romantic date
night, head north. The city of Alameda is located just
across from San Francisco, so it’s an easy trip from
most parts of Oakland and Berkeley. The Cineplex
Cinemas at Park Street boasts 14 screens and stadium
seating—so no matter where you sit you’ll have a great
view. With movies playing on weekends and weeknights,
there are options to check out pretty much any day of
the week. 

The Best Romantic Date Ideas
in Alameda County
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Autumn Lights Festival

Bonsai Garden at Lake Merrit

The gorgeous changing colors of fall are truly an artist’s
masterpiece, and a wonderful way to spend a romantic
evening with your significant other. If you can’t make it
to New England to see their leafy sights, head out west
instead for California’s Autumn Lights Festival , which
takes place in the fall in the Gardens of Lake Merritt.

To get a taste of Japanese culture, visit Bonsai Garden
at Lake Merritt. The garden opened to great fanfare
back in 1994 and has since become a huge attraction,
hosting over 200 bonsai trees from around Asia. In
addition to being picturesque, many of these trees are
ancient and historical (some dating as far back as
1,600 years). If you’re lucky enough to get there early in
springtime, you can even see cherry blossoms blooming.

The Best Romantic Date Ideas
in Alameda County
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Alameda Cinema Grill

Emporium Oakland

Grab dinner and a movie at Alameda Cinema Grill,
which offers dinner service right up until movie time.
Grab a reservation at one of its tables before or after
you pick up your tickets, then be seated as soon as you
enter. When you get to your table, let them know what
time your show starts—that way they can pop out just
before it’s time to take your seats.

This live escape room is located on Webster Street in
Uptown, just down from Hella Vegan Eats and across
from Drake’s Dealership. The game, which takes up to
eight players at once (meaning great date-night fun
for couples), starts when players are kidnapped by
masked characters who inform them they have 30
minutes to use their wits and find clues around their
environment to break free from their kidnappers. What
makes these games so fun?
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Fireside Lounge

Laugh City

After a long day at work, what could be more relaxing
than sipping on a glass of wine while you and your date
gaze into each other’s eyes over an open flame? Fireside
Lounge allows you to just that! Located in Oakland, CA,
Fireside is serving up romance with all their fine wines
and delicious cocktails. Pair that with mouth-watering
entrees from their dinner menu and dinner will be ready
before you know it.

Laugh City is an incredible spot for a romantic date
night. Laugh City will host stand up comedy acts every
night of the week. If you and your significant other are
looking to spice things up, consider grabbing dinner
and attending one of their shows.
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Napa City Ghosts & Legends Walking Tour

Paint the Town

An interactive paranormal & historical walking tour led
by real paranormal investigators. While they explore a
variety of haunted locations, you'll learn about some of
Alameda County's darkest & creepiest tales. Learn how
to protect yourself from paranormal phenomena and
what to do if you've had an encounter with something
mysterious.

Get inspired by our creative staff while they guide you
step-by-step through a unique painting that you can
take home at day’s end! When we say BYOB (Bring
Your Own Bottle), we mean it - your ticket includes
paints, brushes, cups & saucers, as well as studio space!
Then enjoy good food and wine at one of over 40
different restaurants located throughout Alameda
County. Enjoy your own creation once paint dries!
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Pardee Home Museum

The 90's Experience

The Pardee Home Museum has been beautifully restored
to its original condition, with antique furnishings and
decor. This gem is an absolute must-see for anyone
visiting San Francisco, as well as a romantic getaway
location! The museum offers guided tours and often hosts
special events. 

If you're looking for a 90's themed date night idea,
check out The 90's Experience located at 510 9th Street.
It's an immersive show that gives you and your partner
a chance to relive some of your favorite memories from
back in time. It also gives you a chance to dress up and
be someone else for awhile—something we all love to
do!
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The New Parkway

The Star on Park

The New Parkway Theater is a popular place to go see a
movie. You can grab drinks and food while you watch a
movie, and they have a super friendly staff. If you're into
independent cinema then you can't miss The New
Parkway Theater on Telegraph Avenue in Oakland. They
also show mainstream movies so it's not just indie flicks.

Looking for a romantic restaurant in Alameda? Head
to The Star on Park, which specializes in small-plate
dining with outstanding flavors. Try any of their
amazing dishes and you’ll soon see why they were voted
Best Romantic Restaurant by local publication The
Alamedan last year. For an extra special date night,
reserve one of their private tatami rooms or grab seats
at their newly remodeled bar. Now is as good a time as
ever to try something new!
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Tourettes without Regrets

Wine & Design

Tourettes Without Regrets is the perfect night for people
who are willing to embrace something a little bit darker,
with some of the performances standing out from the
crowd in unique ways. It’s a showcase for a variety of
performance, from "poetry, freestyle rap, and comedy
with shocking audience interactive contests, staged
slapstick violence, dark humor and a celebration of
genres that aren't seen by the mainstream." 

Wine & Design is an adult night out event where you
can drink and create your own artwork. No painting or
drawing experience is necessary to have a good time
while learning to paint in a fun environment. Whether
you’re looking for a date night idea, something new to
do with friends, or just want to have fun and enjoy
some wine, give Wine & Design a try! They offer classes
for all skill levels, so everyone will be able to create
something beautiful at their events.
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Yoshis

Fox Theatre

If you’re looking for an excellent restaurant for a
romantic date night, look no further than Yoshis. With
excellent food and a relaxing atmosphere, Yoshis is sure
to impress. Yoshis has quite a reputation as the Bay
Area’s premier location for great Japanese cuisine and
jazz music. The menu features sushi and an extensive
menu of hot entrees that will knock your socks off.

The Fox Theater is an Oakland, California landmark.
The Spanish Colonial revival-style building opened its
doors on December 9, 1928 as a movie theater, and it
has remained one of Oakland’s main entertainment
centers ever since. After an $18 million renovation that
spanned 10 years, locals were able to once again enjoy
shows at the beautifully restored Fox Theater—it
reopened with a production of The Sound of Music in
September 2009.
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Trapeze Arts

Pan Theatre

Yes, trapeze arts! Those aerial acts we love to see at
Cirque du Soleil performances are not only fun to watch,
but can be a great way to spend an evening with your
loved one. Trapeze arts is one of many classes that teach
you how to fly through a big white space and toss each
other around; there’s also yoga, pilates, acro-yoga, ballet
and even ninja training if you’re into that sort of thing.

Have a fun and romantic date night at Pan Theatre,
located on Park Street. Whether you’re in for a comedy,
romance or sci-fi movie, there’s something for everyone
at Pan. With new releases every week and varied show
times to choose from, your date will be full of laughs
and conversation. The theatre also offers treats like
popcorn and candy to keep things sweet! And with
special discount nights, your wallet won’t feel heavy
either.
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California Shakespear 

Rythmix Cultural Works

The California Shakespeare Theater in Orinda is a fully
outdoor venue, and our favorite place to watch any
Shakespeare play. There’s nothing quite like seeing
Romeo and Juliet on an open-air stage with Mt. Diablo
looming over you; it gives you a completely different
perspective of how star-crossed lovers were truly meant
to be portrayed.

Rythmix Cultural Works is a great option for date
night. Featuring dance and theatrical performances
from around the world, there’s never a dull moment at
Rythmix. Enjoy a night of fun and laughs with your
special someone at this performance space located just
outside Oakland.

The Best Romantic Date Ideas
in Alameda County



Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Franciscan Properties
677 Portola Drive San Francisco, CA 94127

(415) 505-9581
www.propertyinsf.com

CalDRE#01477482

Heather Stoltz

Get in Touch

http://www.propertyinsf.com/

