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Across 

1. It's better than a shot 
in the dark (8,5) 

8. Many a binge watcher 
and channel surfer (5,6) 

14. Fish dish simmered 
in liquid (7,6) 

15. Giving a stern 
talking-to (9) 

16. Source of a stomach 
growth, in an old 
warning (10,4) 

17. Demon (4,6) 

18. What's expected (4) 

19. "Have some respect 
- this is no joking 
matter!" (4,3,4,4,2) 

21. Surcharge on sugary 
beverages designed to 
combat obesity (4,3) 

23. Misfire (2,5) 

24. Name-brand 
equipment? (3,4) 

25. Tri-color animal 
traditionally depicted in 
Japanese maneki-neko 
"good luck" figurines 
(6,3) 

27. Illegal activity 
investigated by the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission (7,7) 

29. Events where 
sketchy figures might 
hang out? (3,5) 

31. Conscious (8) 

32. Large amount of 
avocados? (3,7) 

34. Tests of one's true 
feelings (3,6) 

38. Ann Arbor and 
Berkeley, notably (7,5) 

40. Enjoys a lakeside 
path (7) 

41. Great shot from a 
cannoneer (6,3) 

43. Large Indian animal 
with a less prominent 
mane than its African 
counterpart (7,4) 

44. Accessory in a crime 
of Passion? (5,2,6) 

48. Outfit worn on 
runs? (3,4) 

49. Draw for an 
extended boozy 
brunch date (10,7) 

51. Type of agreement 
or approval (5) 

52. Easily observable 
(10) 

53. Folded fruit-filled 
pastries (5,9) 

55. ___ Records, 
dangerous-sounding 
label popular in '90s 
hip-hop (5,3) 

56. Gift cards for 
Christmas? (7,2,5) 

57. Charcoal artist's 
smudge remover (3,6) 

58. Devices that allow 
connections to 
networks (6,6) 

 

Down 

1. Kid-lit character who 
speaks many animal 
languages (6,8) 

2. Series of twelve 
successive half steps 
(9,5) 

3. Feeling experienced 
while grading papers (yet 
again) (6) 

4. Help out, in slang 
(2,1,5) 

5. Collecting bit by bit 
(8) 

6. Chang or Eng Bunker, 
famously (7,4) 

7. Ground-dwelling birds 
that live in drier climates 
(11) 

8. Smokes with added 
spices popular in 
Indonesia (5,10) 

9. Black magic (6) 

10. Strikes a vulnerable 
spot, metaphorically 
(usually...) (4,5,2,5) 

11. Kept going, as an 
unfounded rumor (11) 

12. Instrument shaped 
like a miniature tuba 
played in British brass 
bands (5,4) 

13. Working closely with 
a partner on a project, 
say (3-7) 

14. Bobby Fischer 
biographical drama 
whose title references 
trading a chess piece for 
a tactical advantage 
(4,9) 

20. Working the bar (7) 

22. Swapped digits (9,7) 

26. One of over 131 
million for Barack Obama 
(7,8) 

28. Shades (6) 

30. Winter vehicles 
sometimes called "trail 
groomers" or "piste 
bashers" (8) 

33. It comes after a 
decimal point (6,5) 

35. Portmanteau term 
for a person who's 
support for social causes 
involves little effort, such 
as signing an online 
petition (11) 

36. Arcade levels that 
prevent player progress, 
often due to integer 
overflow errors (4,7) 

37. Recipe instruction for 
preferential dish 
alteration (6,2,5) 

39. Snack with 
crustaceans in a different 
kind of shell (6,4) 

42. Cheese-topped fish 
sandwiches (4,5) 

44. Wrap for a sprained 
ankle, perhaps (3,7) 

45. Legendary jazz 
pianist influenced by Fats 
Waller (3,5) 

46. Netflix series 
starring Henry Cavill as 
Geralt of Rivia, with 
"The" (7) 

47. Angelica, Eliza (and 
Peggy), e.g. (7) 

50. Cousin of the custard 
apple with a slightly 
acidic taste (7) 

54. Word before "under 
God" in the modern 
Pledge of Allegiance (6) 
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