
The most important event after Easter was Pentecost. The Holy Spirit came that day on the

disciples who were waiting in Jerusalem at the command of Jesus (Acts 1:4,12-14; 2:1).

Several things happened after the Resurrection of Jesus as a preparation for Pentecost.

Pentecost may be understood as a fresh visitation of God among His people (Acts 3:19-21).

What the disciples went through or did during those 50 days, between Resurrection and

Pentecost, presents for us lessons on Preparing for Revival. If we prepare ourselves in these

areas, the long-awaited Revival will “suddenly” come, very soon!

1. Faith in the Risen Lord

The birth to the burial of Christ was His humiliation, but with resurrection began His

glorification. The Holy Spirit would not be outpoured unless Jesus was glorified (Jn 7:39).

After resurrection, Christ spent forty days with His disciples to present Himself alive “by many

infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3). He sharply rebuked their “unbelief and hardness of heart” when

they were hesitating to accept the fact of His resurrection (Mk 16:9-14). He also wanted them

to know that His was a bodily resurrection. He said, “Behold, My hands and My feet, that it is

I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have” (Lk

24:39). He didn’t want them to have any doubt whatsoever. He did not mind granting a special

appearance to Thomas to convince him. He said to him, “Do not be unbelieving, but believing”

(Jn 20:27). Peter and John saw the resurrected Saviour and cried, “It is the  Lord!” (Jn 21:7).

Revival is not for sinners but for those who have confessed their faith in the Risen Lord.

In other words, revival is not for the unsaved but for the saved (Rom 10:8-10). Pentecost is

only for the “disciples.” That is, those who have enrolled themselves as slaves and

followers of Christ the Lord. The Gift of the Holy Spirit is only for those who have repented

of their sins and submitted to the lordship and authority of Christ (Acts 2:38). Hence the

primary responsibility of any pastor or preacher who desires revival in a Church is to see that

all the members are led to genuine repentance and heart faith. A corpse cannot be revived!

We have too many unconverted or unsaved persons both in our pulpits and pews today. We

need prophets who will boldly proclaim to our pew-dwellers that Baptism (infant or adult),

Confirmation, Church Membership, Communion and one hundred such things do not save

them (Mt 3:8,9; Phil 3:4-8). They should “repent and believe!” People shed tears over their

problems when they hear a moving and comforting sermon. But rarely do they shed tears

for sins! (2 Cor 7:10,11). We need prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah, John the Baptist and
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Jesus, Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:1) to preach repentance (Isa 58:1). Old-fashioned revival

demands old-fashioned repentance (Joel 2:15-19)! Health and wealth are only secondary. It is

wrong to speak physical and material prosperity to people whose “souls” are not prospering.

Apostle John (he was a prophet too) rightly said, “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all

things and be in health, just as your soul prospers” (3 John 2).

A.W. Tozer (1897-1963), that great prophet, said, “The first mark of a spiritual man is that

he desires to be holy than happy!” Revival is the restoration of joy in God’s house (Psa 85:6).

But the oil of gladness will not be poured on those who do not love righteousness and hate

lawlessness (Heb 1:9).

2. Study of the Scriptures

The resurrected Christ missed no opportunity to expound the Scriptures to His disciples. To

the disciples who were on their way to Emmaus “He expounded in all the Scriptures the things

concerning Himself, beginning at Moses and all the Prophets” (Lk 24:27). Again when He

appeared to the disciples in Jerusalem, He explained to them the fulfilment of what was

written “in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms” concerning Him (v44). The

disciples were waiting for the Holy Spirit with several passages of the Scriptures in their

meditation. In other words, their minds were occupied with the Scriptures. For example, Peter

was explaining to the disciples the case of Judas from the Scriptures. “Men and brothers, the

Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David

concerning Judas... For it is written in the Book of Psalms ...” (Acts 1:15-17,20).

The meditation and study of God’s Word has played a vital role in the revivals or restoration

movements recorded in the Old Testament. The revival or restoration under King Josiah and

that under Ezra are examples. Read 2 Kings 22:8-11 and Ezra 7:10. Amos prophesied of days

of famine not of bread or water, but of the Word of the Lord (Am 8:11,12). I believe these days

are already upon us! From many pulpits we hear only stories and personal experiences but

very little exposition of God’s Word. Comparing Scripture with Scripture has almost become a

lost art. People want everything light — light music, light reading and light sermons! And

preachers have come down to stay at people’s level instead of raising them to the standard of

the Bible. Because preaching is more popular than teaching, even those who are called to be

teachers have become mere evangelistic preachers. Milk is necessary but how long? No

maturity without strong meat (Heb 5:12-14).

I am nobody to judge anyone, but most of today’s preaching is merely emotional. Very few

preach the truth to bring about a genuine conviction and lasting comfort. Read carefully the

prophetic warning of Paul: “Preach the Word!... convince, rebuke, exhort, with all long-

suffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but

according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for

themselves teachers, and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to

fables” (2 Tim 4:2-4). The  revival blessings of God will come on us when His Word is given its

due place (Isa 66:1,2). All that we see today are temporal, with but one exception — the Bible!

The Word is the Seed, and the Spirit is the Rain (Lk 8:11; Isa 30:23; Hos 10:12). -- 3
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3. Praise and Prayer

The Spirit of prayer and worship gripped the disciples even before Pentecost, especially

during the last ten days following Ascension. Luke, who has given us “an orderly account” of

the ministry of Christ and the Holy Spirit, mentions this graphically in his Gospel and the

Book of Acts. Following Christ’s Ascension, “they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem

with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God” (Lk 24:52, 53). As

they went up into the upper room, “they all continued with one accord in prayer and

supplication” (Acts 1:12-14). They were soaked in a spirit of prayer and worship on the Day of

Pentecost “with one accord” (Acts 2:1).

The need of prayer as a preparation for Revival cannot be overemphasized. Prayer here is

more than just asking God to send a revival. It means self-examination and  confession of sins.

Self-examination means we let the Lord turn His searchlight on us and reveal to us our

carnality, corruption and casualness (Rev 2:23). And it’s a time of remembering our broken

vows before the Lord (Eccl 5:1-6); and the wrongs we have committed against others (Mt

5:23,24). Prayer leads to true humility because it is in His presence we realize our hollowness

and His holiness (Isa 6:1-5). Prayer is also an expression of our inability and inadequacy and

therefore a pleading for His strength and power (Mt 26:41). God is pleased with such sacrifices

and His fire will invariably fall on them (Psa 51:17-19).

When Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord, the fire fell (1 Ki 18:30,36-38). God breaks and

makes His men on their knees. When Jesus prayed, Heaven was opened (Lk 3:21). When the

early Church prayed, the place was shaken (Acts 4:31). Prayer releases the power of  the Holy

Spirit to affect the earth. I believe we have preached enough about revival and published

enough about revival, but have not prayed enough for revival. The more we pray for revival the

more we will long for it, and the more we long for it the more we will pray for it. Leonard

Ravenhill (1907-1994) rightly says, “One main reason we have no revival is that we have learnt

to live without it!”

There is a renewed interest in praise and worship these days and several books come out

each year on this subject. But by and large the result is “selfish praise,” just like we use to have

selfish prayer — that is praying for ourselves and our own needs only (Js 4:3). Who is

concerned about the Church and the World? True, praising God helps to lift me out of my

personal problems and supply my needs. But let’s rise above these childish things and praise

the Lord of the Church for the blessing of the Church, and the Lord of the Harvest for the

blessing of the world, and the Lord of Hosts for fresh and new victories in the battles of the

Kingdom. Just imagine what would have been the subject of praise and worship of the

disciples between Ascension and Pentecost (Lk 24:51-53)!

4. Enthusiasm about the Kingdom

The theme of the discourses of the risen Christ with His disciples before Pentecost was the

Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). When the disciples mistook the mind of Jesus and asked Him,

“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” (v6), He explained to them that He
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was talking about the spiritual kingdom that would be established in the hearts of men and

women through the preaching of the Gospel to the ends of the earth beginning with Jerusalem

(vv7,8). The Great Commission, as it is called, was given just before Ascension. He commanded

them to GO! To all the NATIONS! Throughout the whole WORLD! To preach the GOSPEL! To

reach every CREATURE! To teach all the TRUTHS! In His AUTHORITY! As His WITNESSES! In

the power of the HOLY SPIRIT! With His presence with them ALWAYS! (Mt 28:18-20; Mk

16:15-18; Lk 24:47-49; Acts 1:8). The departing words of a dear one cannot be lightly taken

(Acts 1:8,9). In other words, the Lord planted in their hearts an enthusiasm and excitement

about establishing and extending His spiritual Kingdom on earth through the preaching

of the Gospel.

Revival is not an end in itself. It’s a means to an end, the end being evangelism. Revival is

not evangelism, but revival begets evangelism. David prayed, “Restore to me the joy of Your

salvation, and uphold me with Your generous Spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your

ways, and sinners shall be converted to You” (Psa 51:12,13). It is necessary that our purpose

in seeking revival is proper. Evan Roberts (1878-1951) of Welsh Revival prayed, “Lord, bend

the Church and bless the world!” Most of the revivals of the past have given birth to great

missionary and evangelistic movements. But there are also stories of revivals which died out

too soon, one of the main causes being the failure of the leaders to channelise the revival

blessings into aggressive evangelism and soulwinning. God is not interested to pour out His

Spirit on His people just to excite them or make them feel good. No! He is interested in the

“world!” He sent His Son to die for the world (Jn 3:16). He sent His Spirit to convict the world

of sin and woo sinners to the Saviour (16:8). He anointed the 120 disciples on the Day of

Pentecost that they might be His witnesses throughout the whole world (Acts 1:8). I am afraid

one of the reasons for the delay in revival is that we do not yet know why we need revival.

5. Preparing the Leaders

During His earthly ministry Jesus was consciously training the twelve for the worldwide

ministry ahead. He gave them the finishing touch just before His Ascension. John’s Gospel

records His dealing with Peter, the leader of the twelve. He asked him thrice the searching

question, “Do you love Me?” (Jn 21:15-17). Love is both the foundation and the capstone for a

Christian minister. When Jesus first called Peter it was to become a fisher of men (Mt 4:19);

now He commissions him to be a shepherd of men (Jn 21:15-17). You need love both for

soulwinning and shepherding. One is love for the lost and the other for the found. Several

thousands were to be born into the Kingdom in the next few days (Acts 2:41; 4:4). The leader

was prepared. Earlier Jesus gave him the “keys” (Mt 16:19), and now He gives him the “rod

and staff” (Psa 23:4b). Souls must be brought in and brought up! Jesus also prepared him

for the cross he should bear (Jn 21:18,19). Jesus is the Master-Trainer of leaders. He

checked Peter’s unnecessary inquisitiveness into the affairs of a fellow-minister. Peter’s

question was not out of concern but curiosity (Jn 21:20-22). After the Ascension, we find

Peter initiating an election to fill up the vacancy created by Judas in the Apostolic band (Acts

1:22-26). He perhaps remembered the significance of the number twelve from what Jesus

told him earlier (Mt 19:27,28). -- 5
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The lesson is clear. Leaders must be prepared ahead in order to preserve the precious and

abundant fruits of any revival. Following the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we immediately

read about the Apostles’ defence (Acts 2:14), the Apostles’ doctrine (2:42), the Apostles’

demonstration (3:1,6,7), the Apostles’ direction (6:1-4), and so on. They had been already

mentally trained to organize the thousands of folks who flocked in and the huge amounts of

funds which flowed in, without corruption (2:41; 4:4,34,35). How many times we have

observed today the loss of moral and ethical values following the increase of flocks and funds

in ministries! Charisma alone is not sufficient for leaders; they need character.

Thank God for the several discipleship and leadership programmes conducted by genuine

Missions, which emphasize sincerity over success, purity over popularity, depth over width,

sacrifice over sensationalism, conscience over convenience. I urge young people to read and

reread the Book of Nehemiah and Paul’s epistles to Timothy and Titus. Read also Why Revival

Tarries by Leonard Ravenhill, Spiritual Leadership by Oswald Sanders and When Revival

Comes ... by me. You will never be the same again!

Conclusion

It’s now more than 2000 years since Pentecost came. If we prepare ourselves in the five

areas mentioned above, we can expect a greater outpouring of the Holy Spirit with revival

blessing. The latter wine will be tastier than the former (Jn 2:10). The glory of the latter temple

will be greater than that of the former (Hagg 2:9). The promise of Christ to Nathanael can

definitely be claimed for us today: “You will see greater things than these” (Jn 1:50). On the

basis of Joel’s prophecy, Peter called the Day of Pentecost as the “last days” (Acts 2:17). Then

we are living in the “last minutes!” Joel’s prophecy was not totally fulfilled on the Day of

Pentecost (Joel 2:28-32). The best is yet to be! The Holy Spirit had just come and the first

century Church could accomplish so much. But He has been with us for over twenty centuries

now; can we not expect the revival of revivals?

“There shall be showers of blessing!”
This is the promise of love;
There shall be seasons refreshing

Sent from the Saviour above!

Showers of blessing,
Showers of blessing we need;
Mercy drops round us are falling,
But for the showers we plead!
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