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September ‘1st ’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Growth 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 GDP growth boards slow train at 5.7%) 

News: India’s GDP grew at 5.7% between April to June this year, considered 

the slowest pace recorded in 13 quarters or since the NDA government 

assumed office in May 2014. 



 

 

Reason: It was led by a sharp decline in industrial activity ascribed largely to 

an inventory drawdown by firms ahead of the rollout of GST from July 1. 

Analysis: 

• GDP growth in the last quarter of 2016-17 was 6.1%, marking a 

steady decline from the 7.9% clocked in the April to June quarter. 

• The gross value added (GVA) in the economy grew at 5.6%, same as 

the previous quarter but sharply lower than the 7.6% growth in the 

first quarter of the last year. 

• It is the sixth continuous quarter marking a decline in growth. 

Sector wise  

• The major decline in growth is on account of industry, which comes 

in at 1.6% compared to 7.4% last year. Industrial output grew by 

3.1% in the previous quarter, one of the worst quarter for the 

manufacturing sector in five years. Most part of this dip was due to 

the rise in input costs as well as an unprecedented “high level of 

inventory de-accumulation” in the first quarter. 

• The services sector did fairly well, growing at 8.7% compared to 9% 

in the same quarter last year, the gross value added by the 

agriculture sector dipped from 2.5% in the first quarter of last year to 

2.3%. 

Way ahead: While interpreting the manufacturing data, the negative 

wholesale price inflation (WPI) trends should be kept in check. 

 

GS:3—S&T 

 

Space  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 39 successes later, PSLV launch fails) 

News: The PSLV-C39 mission carrying the replacement navigation 

satellite IRNSS-1H failed . This was the PSLV’s first failure after 39 

continuously successful launches and only the second such instance 

since 1993 



 

 

Reason for the failure: According to the ISRO, the spacecraft was stuck in 

the heat shield in the last and fourth stage, it did not release into space as 

planned 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

TB 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Nationwide programme to test all TB patients) 

News: Health authorities will commence a nationwide programme to test 

everytuberculosis (TB) patient for signs of resistance to first-line drugs 

 

Other concern: This could also reveal a large number of hidden tuberculosis 

patients, as well greater numbers of those with multiple infections of TB 

and HIV 

 

Data:  

India tops the world in the number of tuberculosis cases, the WHO 

estimates that possibly as many as a million Indians with TB could 

be outside government scrutiny 

In 2015 alone, nine million Indians were tested for suspected tuberculosis 

and about 900,000 were confirmed to be ailing from it 

Nearly 3% of new TB cases and 18% of prevalent cases are believed to 

be drug resistant 

About Universal Drug Sensitivity Test 

It will be implemented using a molecular diagnostic test called GeneXpert 

GeneXpert is a US-developed technology tool being used worldwide since 

2010 

It can detect the TB bacterium as well check for resistance to rifampicin, 

one of the standard key TB drugs, within 90 minutes 

Conventional tests take at least a day or more and require well-trained 

personnel for similar results 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/story/ministry-of-health-and-family-welfare-schemes-policies-missions/#post-84179


 

 

Concern: GeneXpert kits are known to be expensive, as well as requiring air-

conditioned settings and reliable electricity access for optimal output 

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is in the process of testing a 

cheaper alternative to GeneXpert called Truenat MTB 

Truenat MTB is reportedly more portable, battery-operated, 

and performs as well at lower costs 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India- 
switzerland 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 India thanks Switzerland for support in global 

fora) 

Context: India thanked Switzerland for its support in global multilateral 

organizations. 

Agenda for India: India is seeking greater cooperation with Switzerland 

within the framework of India-EU cooperation. 

India- swiss relation:  

• India became an MTCR member last year and made a serious bid for 

the membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group where Switzerland 

supported India. 

• Mr. Modi also sought Swiss support in ensuring transparency in 

investments. 

• Mr. Modi also noted that Switzerland has recognized traditional 

medicinal discipline of Ayurveda and sought greater cooperation to 

promote it in Switzerland. 

• Both sides signed two major agreements on railways. 

• Switzerland have accepted automatic exchange of information on 

financial issues with India. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 



 

 

WTO 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 ‘Trade-distorting farm subsidies must go’) 

Issue: India and China jointly submitted a proposal to the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) calling for the exclusion of the most trade-distorting 

form of farm subsidies by the developed countries. 

Need:  

• The proposal is a prerequisite for consideration of other reforms in 

domestic support negotiations. 

• It counters the efforts by some countries to target the subsidies of 

the developing countries while letting the developed countries retain 

their huge farm subsidies. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Demonetisat
ion  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Shifting goal posts) 

Context:  The RBI’s annual report, released on August 30, showing that as 

much as 98.96% of the demonetised currency had returned to the central bank as 

of June 30, the gains in the form of cancelled liability from the note ban 

have been piffling. 

Background: 

• On November 8, 2016, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

announced to the nation that ₹500 and ₹1,000 currency notes would 
cease to be legal tender from midnight, he was unequivocal in 
asserting that the measure was aimed at breaking “the grip of 
corruption and black money”.  

• Explaining how the shock move would work, govt. said: “The... notes 
hoarded by anti-national and anti-social elements will become just 
worthless pieces of paper.” 

• The premise then was that a sizeable part of the ₹15.44 lakh crore of 
the two high-value banknotes would remain in the hands of the 
holders and would not be tendered back into the banking system 
due to fear of punitive government action.  

• There were hints that the windfall gains made from the scrapped 
currency notes that couldn’t be deposited in banks, estimated at 
anything between ₹3 lakh crore to ₹5 lakh crore, would be deployed 
for larger purposes — social welfare schemes and infrastructure 
projects, for example.  

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/only-12-of-demonetised-1000-notes-did-not-return-rbi/article19590311.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Demonetisation-of-Rs.-500-and-Rs.-1000-notes-RBI-explains/article16440296.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Demonetisation-of-Rs.-500-and-Rs.-1000-notes-RBI-explains/article16440296.ece


 

 

Govt. stand change: For the Finance Minister to now claim that the 

“confiscation of money” had not been an objective, and for his Ministry 

to say that the government “had expected all the SBNs [specified bank 

notes] to come back to the banking system to become effectively usable 

currency,” is disingenuous.  

Analysis: 

• True, demonetisation has had some beneficial spin-offs such as 
arguably fostering greater compliance with the tax laws and 
reducing the economy’s reliance on cash through increased 
adoption of digital payments.  

• But such gains could have been achieved by other and less self-
defeating ways.  

• As things stand, it is unclear how many of those who have 
laundered their black money will be punished.  

• Despite the large amounts that were deposited in banks post-
demonetisation, it is doubtful whether the Income Tax 
authorities have the necessary resources to track down and 
penalise the corrupt.  

Conclusion: All in all, the costs of demonetisation, which has resulted in 

robbing the country of its economic momentum, are far greater than the 

benefits it has bestowed. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Gorkhaland 
issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Ray of hope) 

Context: almost three months since the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha and other 

hill-based parties announced an indefinite strike that paralysed Darjeeling and 

the adjoining hill areas, they have agreed to suspend the bandh temporarily.  

Reason: The impasse was broken following a meeting with West Bengal 

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, which proved to be more than an ice-

breaker.  

Background: 

• The demand for a separate state has been a longstanding one, a 
reflection of some legitimate grievances of the ethnic Gorkha 
population in the hills.  

• Previous agitations for statehood had led to the creation of a semi-
autonomous Hill Council, and later the Gorkhaland Territorial 
Administration in 2011.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/darjeeling-unrest-the-story-till-now/article19103226.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/darjeeling-unrest-the-story-till-now/article19103226.ece


 

 

• The lack of substantive decentralisation of promised powers and a 
lackadaisical administration rendered both these institutions — the 
Hill Council and the succeeding GTA — weak.  

View point: The statehood option, however, is not going to be easily granted 

despite the recent success of a similar demand in Telangana. Geopolitical 

concerns and the fact that the district contributes a major chunk to West 

Bengal’s revenues will be factors in considering any federal reorganisation. 

Need of the hour: The thaw between the hill parties and the State 

government should be used for substantive talks to ensure genuine 

empowerment of the GTA. They should address the concerns of both the 

parties and the people. The State government must continue to engage with 

the hill parties and demonstrate that it is genuine about greater devolution. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Section 377 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Is it time to review Section 377?) 

About Section 377 

• It is titled “unnatural offences”, was enacted by the British after 

we lost our First War of Independence in 1857.  

• They imposed their religio-cultural values upon us. Prior to that, 

sexual activities, including amongst homosexuals, were not 

penalised in India. 

• Section 377 penalises non-procreative sexual acts and any act of 

sexual perversity, as has been interpreted by different courts. 

Though it textually applies to all persons, homosexual and 

heterosexual, it has been targeted at gay men. 

Background:  

• The Delhi High Court in Naz Foundation v. Government of 

Nct of Delhi(2009)rightly held that criminalising sexual 

activities with consent in private not only impairs the 

dignity of those persons targeted by the law, but it is also 

discriminatory and impacts the health of those people.  

• This judgment lifted the criminal restrictions on gay men. 

However, it was short-lived as the Supreme Court in Suresh 



 

 

Kumar Koushal v. Naz Foundation(2013) set aside the Delhi 

High Court judgment.  

Need to review section 377: 

• The Koushal judgment did not notice that the rape law 

itself had changed whereby instead of mere restriction 

on penile-vaginal non-consensual sex, it now includes a 

range of sexual activities, including digital and object 

penetration. 

• Section 377 is now restricted only to gay men and 

perhaps transgender people. The contradictions in the 

law are glaring. Consent is considered to be irrelevant. 

In the case of children, law presumes no consent. 

Therefore all sexual acts between an adult and a child 

are penalised. 

• The latest judgment on privacy by the Supreme Court 

has observed that Koushalhas not appreciated the 

fundamental right to privacy in its application to Section 

377. The Koushal verdict is dead; only its burial remains. 

• After the Koushal verdict, there have been a large 

number of cases where gay men are being blackmailed 

by their acquaintances and the police in connivance 

with each other. These cases have sharply risen in the 

last three years.  

• Though there is recourse in law, no gay man can take 

recourse to it because Section 377 itself makes gay 

men’s sexual practices illegal and would put them in 

danger of being arrested.  

• The worst aspect of Section 377 is at the individual 

level. It makes gay men feel like lesser human beings 

because they are seen as criminals by law. That impairs 

not only their dignity, but forces them to go into the 

closet. 

• The British, who enacted the law, got rid of it in the 

1960s in England. Many countries have got rid of such 



 

 

laws, either by amendment of legislation or vide 

decisions of the court. India now remains with countries 

who India would not like to be associated with 

otherwise. 

• Conclusion: While most people gained independence 

from the British, the LGBT community, and gay men in 

particular, in India have remained chained to Section 

377. It is high time that the chains are broken and we 

get rid of Section 377 so that gay men and the LGBT 

community can live their lives with dignity. 

                 No need to review section 377: 

• there was little evidence that the provision was being 

misused, misuse of law does not make it invalid, and most 

importantly, it was only for the legislature to repeal or 

amend the law. 

• All religions consider homosexuality a sin, a conduct against 

the order of nature, and hold that an individual falling in 

this category be considered a criminal.  

• However, by the end of the 19th century, a strong opinion 

emerged that it was a pathological condition and that the 

person should not be blamed for such conduct.  

• Later, a dominant view emerged that homosexuality was 

inborn and therefore not immoral, and it was not a disease. 

However, there is still no unanimity on the issue and 

individuals continue to hold diverse opinions. 

• While the progressive and timely judgement of the apex 

court needs to be celebrated, one should not be oblivious 

of the dangerous path we may tread on if the right to 

privacy is not tempered with reasonable restrictions. Any 

right, and more so a fundamental right, survives only if it is 

not exercised in a manner that it tramples upon the similar 

rights of another person. 

Balance view:  



 

 

• As far as the private affair of an individual is concerned, 

within the four corners of the house, nobody has the right 

to interfere or peep into it. 

• Everybody has the right to lead the life they want. But such 

choices should not spill over onto the streets by way of an 

endorsement of this style of life so as to attract other 

people. 

• As we are a religious society. Be it a Hindu, Muslim, 

Christian, or Sikh, a couple, by which I mean husband and 

wife, does not have sex outside wedlock. Islam is very 

particular about the way couples should conduct their lives. 

Sex is allowed only in married life. Sex within the same 

gender, or sex out of wedlock, is prohibited in Islam. It is a 

crime. 

• But we are living in a democratic society governed by our 

Constitution. And the Constitution gives certain 

fundamental rights to citizens and one of the rights is the 

choice to lead the life one wants.  

• Nobody has the right to disturb and intrude into someone’s 

private life.  

• We are not discussing the philosophical complexities of 

Section 377, but we are talking in the context of rights 

enshrined in the Constitution. In that context nobody 

should be harassed. At the same time, they should be 

aware that such activities are private, to be conducted 

within their homes. 

 

Conclusion: As far as the Constitution is concerned, nobody has the 

right to say how an individual should conduct his life, what to eat 

and what not to eat, what to wear, or comment about people’s 

sexual activities. The court has also observed that this right cannot 

be abrogated by a community in the name of majoritarian view. 

So far as religious morality is concerned, homosexuality is 

prohibited by Islam. But the Constitution provides fundamental 



 

 

rights — we are not an Islamic country but a democratic country. 

But this does not mean a licence to do anything.  

The order on privacy has to be seen in the context of freedom to 

religion and the private lives of individual citizens. To protest the 

criminality of Section 377 is the right of every citizen. 
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NREGA 

 

 

 

Source--Indian express (Central panel says states don’t need to hike NREG pay to 

match minimum wage) 

News: The panel for revision of wages under the Mahatma Gandhi National 

Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has recommended that there 

is no need to ensure parity with minimum wages paid by various states. It 

states that wages under the rural employment guarantee scheme were 

last aligned to minimum wages in 2009, and that “there is no compelling 

reason to align MGNREGA and states minimum wages again”. 

Background:  

The panel had earlier found that MGNREGA wages were lower than the 

minimum agricultural wages paid in 17 states and Union Territories 

In 2014, a seven-member expert committee, headed by Professor 

Mahendra Dev, had held that MGNREGA workers should be paid at least the 

minimum wages paid to agricultural workers in the states, if not more, to 

meet basic needs. 

The report, was accepted by MoRD but rejected by the Finance 

Ministry citing the fiscal burden involved. 

The ministry panel has agreed to the 2nd recommendation of the Mahendra 

Dev committee, that the Consumer Price Index for Rural (CPI-R), which 

reflects the present consumption pattern, should be the basis for annual 

revision of MGNREGA wage rates, and not CPI- Agricultural Labourers (CPI-

AL), which is based on the consumption pattern of 1983 

Reason: There has been a divergence because several states have arbitrarily 

increased their minimum wages without following any scientific principles. 

There is no reason why the Centre should go by that 

 



 

 

 

 

CURRENT AFFAIR BASED QUESTION 

 

Q1. Which of the following factor impact GDP? 

1. Inefficient Use of money by Govt. 

2. Environmental clearances 

3. Twin account deficit 

Select the correct factor/s: 

a. 1 and 3 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. 1 only 

Answer c 

 

Q2. Consider the following statement about The Indian Regional Navigation Satellite 

System (IRNSS): 

1. It is an autonomous regional satellite navigation system, that provides accurate real-

time positioning services only 

2. It covers India only. 

Select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None  

Answer d 

 

Q3. Consider the following statement: 

1. A Blue Box are subsidies that are tied to programmes that limit production. 

2. The Agriculture Agreement has no Red Box 

3. domestic support exceeding the reduction commitment levels in the Amber Box is 

prohibited 

select correct statement: 

a. 1 and 3 only 

b. 3 only 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. 1 only 

Answer c 

 

Q4.  Consider the following statement NREGA: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satellite_navigation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India


 

 

1. The Act aims at enhancing livelihood security of households in rural areas of the 

country by providing at least one hundred days of guaranteed wage employment in a 

financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled 

manual work. 

2. Dr. Jean Drèze, a Belgian born economist, at the Delhi School of Economics, has been 

a major influence on this project. 

Select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None  

Answer is D 

 

September ‘2nd ’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—S & T 

 

Hangar 
aircraft 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg2 Multi-mission aircraft hangar inaugurated) 

News: Indian Coast Guard Director-General inaugurated a multi-

mission aircraft hangar at the Coast Guard Air Enclave, giving a 

boost to the futuristic expansion of ICG’s air operation. 

Objective: The ICG’s air assets, including two Dornier aircraft, at 

Bhubaneswar will swiftly respond to maritime contingencies at 

extended ranges, ensuring the safety and security off the coast of 

Odisha. 

GS:2—POLITY 

Triple talaq 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 To clear the path ahead) 

Context: analysis of triple talaq verdict 

Background:   



 

 

 
• In the 2002Shamim Aracase a two-judge bench of the Apex 

Court had delegitimised this medieval practice only when it 

was not properly pronounced and preceded by attempts at 

reconciliation.  

• But the latest ruling completely and unconditionally 

invalidates talaq-e-bid’aand renders it bad in law.  

• The Koranic procedure of talaq is the only way by which a 

Muslim husband will be able to divorce his wife from now 

on.  

Analysis: 

• The path that was taken to arrive at this landmark decision 

was tortuous, but intellectually invigorating.  

• Justices R.F. Nariman and U.U. Lalit started off by correctly 

concluding that talaq-e-bid’a cannot be excluded from the 

definition of “talaq” mentioned in Section 2 of the Muslim 

Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937.  

• Additionally, they declared that as the Shariat Act was a law 

made by the legislature before the Constitution came in 

force, it would fall within the expression “laws in force” in 

Article 13(3)(b), and would be hit by Article 13(1) if found to 

be inconsistent with Part III of the Constitution, to the 

extent of the inconsistency. 

• Surprisingly, the two judges chose not to examine if 

the Narasu Appa Mali ruling was a good law. This judgment 

had held that personal laws cannot be tested against the 

provisions of Part III of the Constitution. Nonetheless, having 

brought the 1937 Act under the ambit of Article 13, the 

judges analysed several engrossing Supreme Court 

pronouncements to show how capricious, excessive and 

disproportional laws are “manifestly arbitrary” and the very 

antithesis of equality. 

• But the biggest achievement of Justices Nariman and Lalit is 

their harmonisation of constitutional equality with Koranic 

egalitarianism. 

Analysis:  



 

 

• Interestingly, Justice Kurian Joseph, even while fully 

agreeing with the doctrine of manifest arbitrariness on the 

pure question of law, disagreed with Justices Nariman and 

Lalit that the 1937 Act regulates instant talaq and hence can 

be brought under Article 14.  

• In his view, talaq-e-bid’a can be set aside without testing any 

part of the 1937 Act against Part III of the Constitution.  

• As the whole purpose of the Shariat Act was to 

declare Shariah as the “rule of decision”, any practice that 

goes against the Shariah cannot be legally protected.  

• Talaq-e-bid’afalls outside the Shariah because it goes against 

its primary source, the Koran.  

• Therefore, what is bad in theology is bad in law as well. 

Conclusion: Those who criticised the authors of the majority 

judgment for grounding the crux of their ruling in the Koran ignore 

the fact that personal laws of all communities in India enjoy 

constitutional protection. And as these laws are sourced from 

religious scriptures in most cases the Apex Court cannot but uphold 

the right of individuals and groups to profess, practise and 

propagate everything that forms an essential part of their religious 

scripture, subject to the provisions of Article 25(1). It may be 

pointed out here that the Koranic procedure of talaq that was 

implicitly upheld in this judgment does not in any way violate our 

constitutional values. 

Analysis : 

• In their 272-page ruling former Chief Justice J.S. Khehar and 

Justice S. Abdul Nazeer, in contradiction to the majority 

judgment, declared talaq-e-bid’a to be an essential part of 

the Hanafi faith and gave it protection under Article 25(1).  

• However, this view does not stand up to scrutiny as it is 

based on the flawed theological premise that a religious 

custom which has been in vogue for several centuries 

automatically becomes integral to the denomination that 

practises it. Such a stance is not consistent with the 

teachings of the Koran. 



 

 

• Had Justices Khehar and Nazeer given weight to the 

overwhelming evidence in the Koran and authentic 

hadeeses against instant talaq they could have avoided the 

problematic invocation of Article 142 to direct the state to 

enact an “appropriate legislation” on talaq-e-bid’a .  

• One fails to understand how after having declared instant 

triple divorce a fundamental right under Part III of the 

Constitution the judges could direct the state to bring a law 

against it. Article 13(2) clearly states that the “State shall not 

make any law which takes away or abridges the rights 

conferred by this Part and any law made in contravention of 

this clause shall, to the extent of the contravention, be 

void.” Even Justice Kurian had expressed “serious doubts” if 

the exercise of a fundamental right can be injuncted under 

Article 142. 
 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Growth  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Unending slowdown) 

Context: India’s economy continues to decelerate with the 

government’s estimate for first-quarter gross domestic product 

pegging growth at a 13-quarter low of 5.7% in April-June. 

Reason: The reasons for the protracted slowdown — a slide of five 

straight quarters from 9.1% in March 2016 — are many and varied. 

But there is little doubt that the demonetisation exercise combined 

with the uncertainty around the July 1 adoption of the new indirect 

tax regime served to significantly dampen economic activity.  

Concern:  

• While the GST-related “inventory deaccumulation” that 

Chief Statistician T.C.A. Anant referred to may well be 

reversed in the current quarter as companies across sectors 

gain comfort with the new tax regime, it is still doubtful 

whether demand for industrial output is going to attain any 

meaningful strength. 



 

 

•  A look at the sector-specific trends shows that 

manufacturing expansion in gross value added (GVA) terms 

has slackened to a near stall at 1.2%. This, from 5.3% in Q4 

of the last fiscal and 10.7% a year earlier, is a far from 

heartening sign. 

•  With capacity utilisation expected to weaken this quarter, 

according to the RBI, and with surveys suggesting that 

consumer sentiment has deteriorated steadily in August, the 

auguries for a demand rebound are far from promising. 

Challenge before govt:  

• the challenge before the government now is to work out 

both policy and investment measures to boost momentum.  

• One option would be to suspend the fiscal road map for a 

limited period in order to pump prime the economy through 

increased capital spending by the government.  

• The risks of fiscal loosening are of course manifold, 

especially at a juncture when several State governments 

have either announced or are contemplating large-scale 

farm loan waivers, which would push up interest rates and 

crowd out fresh lending.  

Positive about economy: 

• The services sector continues to remain buoyant. Quarterly 

GVA across this broad swathe that encompasses trade, 

hotels, transport, communication and broadcasting 

accelerated to 11.1%, from 6.5% in the fourth quarter, faster 

than the 8.9% posted in the corresponding period last year.  

• The civil aviation sector saw passenger traffic soaring by 

15.6%, and construction activity, a provider of jobs, also 

ticked up by 2%.  

Conclusion: The Finance Minister has his task cut out: to find ways 

to restore momentum before the tailwinds of low inflation and 

affordable energy prices start reversing direction. 
 



 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Merger of 
PSBs 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Centre tells PSBs to begin merger process 

‘immediately)’ 

News: The Centre has send an official letter to public sector 

banks asking them to start the merger process immediately. The 

government had also started preparing the ground to remove certain 

hurdles for consolidation, such as doing away with the approval from 

Competition Commission 

Rationale: While giving the direction , the government cited 

the Narasimham committee report and highlighted the need for large-

sized bank that could fund the huge infrastructure need of the country 

Procedure: According to the framework, once 

the board approves the merger plan, it has to be sent to the ‘alternative 

mechanism’ 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

BRICS 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 India to sign 4 pacts at BRICS summit) 

News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Xiamen, China, to 

address the BRICS summit, where he is likely to take up regional 

and global issues.  

Fact: The External Affairs Ministry has said India will sign four BRICS-

level agreements during the summit which will be followed by Mr. 

Modi’s three-day visit to Myanmar. 

Agenda of India: “Discussions during the restricted session of BRICS 

will focus on global economic issues, national security, and 

development-related issues which will be followed by a plenary 

session when leaders will discuss practical cooperation and cultural 

exchanges,”  

 

GS:3—S&T 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Adani, SAAB tie up to build fighter jets) 

News: The Adani group has announced a collaboration with Swedish 

defence major SAAB to manufacture Gripen fighter jets in India, if 

selected. However, the partnership would be possible if Adani 

being shortlisted in the evaluation process 

About collabration: 

• IAF is expected to begin the process in the next few months for a 
single engine fighter aircraft to replace the Russian Mig-21s and 
Mig-27s in service 

• The procurement would be under the recently 
promulgated Strategic Partnership (SP) model of the Defence 
Procurement Procedure (DPP) 

• The deal for 100 plus fighter aircraft is estimated to be worth 
over Rs. 60,000 crore 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Switzerland for early India-EFTA pact) 

Context: The early conclusion of the proposed Free Trade 

Agreement(FTA) between India and European Free Trade Association 

(EFTA) as well as an investment protection framework would boost 

economic ties between the two sides 

About  EFTA: EFTA members include Switzerland, Iceland, Norway and 

Liechtenstein. 
 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Growth  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 ‘India’s growth will rebound to 7%-7.5%’) 

Context: The new Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog Rajiv Kumar is hopeful 

that India’s economy will expand at 7%-7.5% in the current quarter after 

declining for five consecutive quarters. 



 

 

Optimism:  Dr Kumar said that with a good monsoon, increase in FDI 

and FIIs, smooth rollout of GST and a large number of IPOs lined up, 

economic growth in the July-September quarter will be in the range of 7-

7.5%. 

Reasons for slow growth: 

• Dr Kumar said that the decline was mainly because of the fact 

that April-June quarter saw active destocking by firms in 

anticipation of GST. 

• Active de-stocking in anticipation of GST(Goods and Services tax), 

higher base and a deflationary impact of WPI(wholesale price 

inflation) had led to a fall in economic growth, according to Dr 

Kumar.        

• Denied the role of demonetisation. 

Way ahead: He said that revival of private investment along with job 

creation is his top most priority. 
 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg18 Marine diversity in Antarctica under threat) 

Concern: An increase of just 1-2 degrees Celsius in shallow waters 

on the West Antarctic Peninsula has radically reduced marine 

diversity. 

Findings:  

• Researchers from the British Antarctic Survey and the 

Smithsonian Environmental Research Centre placed heating 

panels at the bottom of the seabed in order to measure 

what effect it would have on local marine species. 

• Although the temperature only warmed the water a few 

millimetres above the panels, the increase was enough to 



 

 

have “massive impacts on a marine assemblage”, the study 

said. 

•  “The fact that a couple of species had a big increase in their 

growth rate was quite unusual at only one degree above 

what it would usually be at that time of year.” 

• In an area like Australia, differences in ocean temperatures 

are likely to change around 10-20 degrees throughout the 

year, however, species in Antarctica have evolved in an 

environment where there is very little variation in 

temperature.  

• As other marine animals decreased, two particular species 

began to thrive. The marine worm Romanchella 

perrieri, and Fenestrulina rugula , a small invertebrate, both 

grew by around 70% in the area. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Death penalty  

 

 

 

Source-- Indian express (Madras HC issues notice to Union law 

secretary on PIL against mandatory death penalty) 

 
News: The Madras High Court has issued notice to the Union law 

secretary and the secretary of the social justice and empowerment 

ministry on a PIL, urging for a section of the SC/ST (Prevention of 

Atrocities Act), providing for a “mandatory death penalty”, to be 

declared as null and void. 

Viewpoint:  

• The petitioner, alleged that section 3(2)(I) of the said act, 
providing for the punishment, was violative of the Constitution. 

• Section provided for the punishment if any person, not being a 
member of the Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe community, 
gave or fabricated false evidence, with an intention to cause a 
member of the SC/ST community to be convicted for an 
offence, resulting in the imposition of capital punishment. 

• The section added that if such a person was executed on 
account of the false evidence, the person responsible for the 
same should also be punished with death 



 

 

• A mandatory death punishment had been held to be opposed to 
human dignity and struck down by constitutional courts across 
the world. 
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India china 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 India, China to put Doklam behind) 

Context: The ninth summit of BRICS, a grouping of Brazil, Russia, India, 

China and South Africa, will begin here on Sunday. New Delhi and Beijing 

are unlikely to allow their differences over the Doklam plateau to cloud 

their support for the emerging economies and the Global South. 

View point: 

• Analysts say that having benefited from open trade and 

investments, India is unlikely to let geopolitics or its close ties 

with Washington come in the way of joining China and the 

emerging economies in fostering a new wave of globalisation. 

• Notwithstanding the major points of convergence on a global 

canvas, a possible one-on-one meeting between President Xi 

Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to give a fresh and 

positive direction to the pivotal relationship 

•  Apart from the emerging countries, the region, including South 

Asia and the 10-nation Association of South East Asian Nations 

(ASEAN), would have a special interest in picking new signals 

shaping New Delhi-Beijing ties. 



 

 

India’s stand:  

• Of late, India’s pursuit of the Indo-Pacific doctrine, focussed on an 

energetic engagement of the ASEAN and island territories in the 

Pacific, with a strong Indian diaspora presence, is feeding into the 

broadening India-China equation.  

• Highly placed sources engaged in the preparations of the summit 

highlighted that India opposes any formal docking of China’s Belt 

and Road Initiative with the BRICS.  

• But India would have no problems in supporting individual 

bankable projects that are not formally declared a part of the BRI. 

• Despite rejection of terrorism, India has been calling for the early 

endorsement of the U.N. convention of terrorism. The Chinese 

are opposed to any formulation that would indirectly slam the 

role of Pakistan in global terrorism. 
 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 Tigers to make a comeback in Buxa reserve) 

News: Tigers will roar again at Buxa Tiger Reserve in West Bengal. 

Located in Alipurduar district, the reserve, parts of which border Bhutan, 

has been identified for the tiger augmentation programme by the 

National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). 

About buxa tiger reserve: 

• Notified as a tiger reserve in 1983, Buxa consists of moist, 

deciduous and evergreen forests. It stretches to a length of 50 km 

from west to east and 35 km from north to south. 

• Issue: Over the past few years, the number of tigers in the Buxa 

reserve has been hotly debated by wildlife enthusiasts. The 

survey of tigers in 2011 based on DNA analyses of scat put the 

number of tigers at 20. 

Where will tigers come from? 

• The Sunderbans in south Bengal is home to about 100 tigers.  



 

 

• Experts have consciously decided not to augment tigers in 

the Buxa reserve from the Sunderbans, a completely 

different mangrove ecosystem. 

• Instead, tigers from the forest reserves of Assam, which have 

a similar flora and fauna, will be introduced in Buxa.  

• The reserve is located very close to Assam’s Manas Tiger 

Reserve, and some experts believe that animals from Manas 

often come to Buxa using Bhutan as a corridor. 

What are the challenges? 

• The initial plan is to introduce six tigers at Buxa, but this 

poses a challenge to forest officials as there is human 

habitation in the area. 

• The tiger reserve has an area of about 757.9 sq km, of which 

390 sq km lies in the core area and 367 sq km in the buffer 

zone. There are about 38 villages in Buxa and 49 villages in 

the fringe area. 

• A number of tea gardens are located on the periphery of the 

reserve. 

• The people residing in the villages mainly work at the tea 

plantations. In an attempt to mitigate the human versus 

animal conflict, the Forest Department has started 

awareness programmes in the villages before introducing the 

tigers. 

• Besides the population pressure, another major challenge at 

Buxa is the broad gauge rail line passing through the reserve, 

connecting Siliguri and Alipurduar. Over the past few years, a 

number of elephants and other animals have died, having 

been run over by trains. 

• The Buxa reserve is home to smaller cats such as leopards 

which occasionally surface in the tea gardens nearby. 

• There are also common clouded leopards, jungle cats and 

fishing cats. The herbivore list includes elephants, Indian 

gaur, chital, sambars, barking deer and hog deer. 

• It is home to at least 68 species of mammals, 41 species of 

reptiles and more than 246 species of birds, four species of 



 

 

amphibians, 73 species of fishes and over a hundred species 

of butterflies and moths. 

What is the stricture on tourists? 

• Besides the arrival of tigers, wildlife enthusiasts have another 

reason to cheer as the Eastern Circuit Bench of the National 

Green Tribunal has directed the State government to close 

all tourist accommodations in the Buxa reserve.  
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Plastic waste 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg14 Plastic waste: What man has wrought the bugs try to 

solve) 

Context:  

• The tiny landlocked African country Rwanda has banned 

plastic bags since a few years. The ban has made this war-

torn nation much cleaner.  

• Kenya has just announced a ban on plastic bags, and a fine 

of 4 years in prison and/or $40,000.  

•  Another African nation, Morocco, with a coastline of 1,800 

km, has had such a ban for almost a decade.  

Issue: It is time that India, with its 7,500-km coastline, learns from these 

Africans and bans plastic bags and related stuff before we too choke 

our seacoasts—and land, too—into a man-made disaster. 

Background: 

• The Task Force on plastic pollution, set up by the Planning 

Commission in 2014, estimated that 60 cities across the country 

generate over 15,000 tons of plastic waste every day—almost 6 

million tons per year.  

Concern:  

• cattle and other animals, which freely move around the streets, 

unknowingly devour some of this plastic material, which is not 



 

 

digested but stays put in their stomachs. Ruminants like the cow 

and buffalo end up dying a slow and painful death.  

• This dump we see daily is just part of the problem. A much 

greater, and not so visible disaster looms underwater, a lot of 

this plastic waste from across the world eventually ends up in 

the oceans, which cover over 70% of the earth’s surface and 

hold 97% of the earth’s water.  

Data:  

• The amount of plastic rubbish reaching the oceans is 8 million tons per day—

that is, one truckload every minute. This would mean that by 2050, there will be 

more plastic in the world’s oceans than fish. 

Biological Solution:  

• It is estimated that of the huge amounts of plastic thrown in the 

oceans, the amount floating around is hardly 1%. The rest is 

sunk way down and/or slowly being degraded or broken down. 

Which plant, animal or microbe in the ocean might be doing 

this? And if we identify them, we may have a biological solution 

to at least part of the problem. 

• There is some interesting research being done towards 

identifying, isolating and studying the biological species that 

seem to degrade plastics into small molecules that are usable 

for safer purposes.  

• The species identified so far are some fungi and bacteria 

• Researcher found that two strains of the fungus aspergillus spp, 

found in the waters of the Gulf of Mannar degrade the plastic 

HDPE (which is used to make milk and fruit juice bottles, grocery 

bags and such). 

• These fungi seem to release some enzymes which degrade 

HDPE, essentially breaking up the polymeric molecule into 

smaller pieces; these enzymes are being studied in some detail 

by the Tiruchi group. 

Implication:   

• It is clear that further research work from marine organisms will 

reveal more microbes that are capable of degrading polymeric 

and plastic wastes. It would also be possible to find their cousins 



 

 

on earth which can degrade these wastes. And, once we study 

the basic biology and genetics of these plastic-eating bugs, we 

can genetically modify them in order to make them more 

efficient and versatile in handling a variety of wastes. 

• Most recently, a group of Pakistani, Sri Lankan and Chinese 

scientists together showed that the fungus Aspergillus 

tubigensis can degrade yet another major plastic material called 

polyurethane or PU (Sehroon Khan et al, Environmental 

Pollution, 2017; 225: 469-480). PU is used in the manufacture of 

car tyres, gaskets, bumpers, fibres, plastic foam, synthetic 

leathers and so on. The group found this bug in a general city 

waste disposal site in Islamabad, which suggests that it would 

very likely be found at several places in India too. 
 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg14 Habitat connectivity crucial for tigers) 

Issue: It is not just tiger numbers that are important. Habitat connectivity 

could be crucial in maintaining genetic diversity and, thereby, the 

survival of India’s three tiger populations, suggests a recent study 

published in Scientific Reports. 

Concern:  

• The isolated tiger population in Ranthambore in Rajasthan 

demands urgent conservation attention, being at risk of 

inbreeding and lack of connectivity with other populations. 

• Tiger populations are now cut off from each other and their 

genetic profiles reflect this — smaller, isolated populations are 

less genetically diverse (due to lesser intermixing of different 

populations) than larger, connected ones. 

Data: India’s place in tiger conservation is crucial: 60% of the world’s wild 

tigers are found here.  

Threat: Apart from poaching and habitat loss, fragmentation is one of the 

threats India’s tigers face.  

Significance of Genetic variation: 



 

 

• It is crucial for evolution and low genetic diversity can threaten 

the survival of populations. 

• Scientists from five institutes including the National Centre for 

Biological Sciences (NCBS) at Bengaluru and Wildlife Institute of 

India at Dehradun studied genetic variation in India’s tigers.  

• While earlier studies had examined only around 12 regions of the 

tiger genome, this team analysed 10,184 single nucelotide 

polymorphisms (SNPs), which are several minute changes in the 

genome, in tissues of 38 wild tigers obtained during post-

mortems from across 17 protected areas in India. 

• They find that genetically, India’s tigers comprise three distinct 

populations: the northwest cluster (consisting only of tigers from 

Ranthambore), southern (south India) and central (comprising 

tigers from the Terai, northeast and central India).  

• While the isolated Ranthambore population had the least genetic 

diversity, the central cluster — which is also the most connected 

— harboured the highest. 

Finding:  

• “We find that large seemingly more connected populations have 

more diversity than smaller isolated ones. 

• The study identifies new patterns that need to be studied in 

depth: tigers from the northeast and Simlipal (Orissa) appear to 

derive their ancestry from many regions.  

• At the same time, the Ranthambore population, being cut off 

from other tiger populations, could be at risk in future due to 

inbreeding, which could decrease genetic variation in the 

population already at risk.  

Conclusion: “The future of tigers may depend on connected populations. 

Tiger corridors could therefore be crucial in maintaining genetic diversity 

within and between these clusters and, in turn, aiding the survival of 

India’s national animal. 
 

GS:3—ECONOMY  

 



 

 

Digital 
transaction 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Just scan a QR code to pay your bill) 

News: The Centre is planning to roll out a new campaign to promote 

digital transactions in the country, under which people may get cash-

backs and discount on using such methods for payments. 

About plan: 

• “We are looking to incentivise all kinds of digital payments, 

including those made using BHIM and Bharat QR code. An action 

plan to be followed by ministries, states and public sector firms is 

being finalised,” an IT ministry official said. 

• The new cashless campaign is likely to be announced on October 

2 on the occasion on Gandhi Jayanti. 

• Cashbacks and discounts may be offered for limited period of 

time till the new year.  

Recommendation: 

• Govt.  has been recommended the telcos be asked to ensure 

“prominent display” of Bharat QR code at each recharge kiosk, 

while also offering discounts or additional talk time for digital 

payments. , and also displayed on government receipt counters. 

•  All bus, train and metro ticket counters will also have the code as 

a payment option, the official added. 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

Wages Code 
Bill 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 No separate labour rights for transgenders) 

News: The NDA government has dropped plans to recognise 

transgender persons as the ‘third gender’ in the country’s labour law 

framework. 

Background:  

• In 2014, the Supreme Court had for the first time recognised 

transgender persons as the ‘third gender’ and asked the 

Centre and the States to give them equal opportunities in 

education and employment.  

• But now this reform, part of the Labour Ministry’s draft law to 

codify wages and aimed at protecting transgender workers 

from discrimination, has been shelved following reservations 

expressed by the Law Ministry. 

Rationale by govt.: “We had proposed inserting clauses for 

recognising the rights of transgender workers in all the four labour 

codes. However, the Law Ministry objected, citing the General 

Clauses Act of 1897, according to which ‘transgenders’ fall within the 



 

 

definition of ‘person’. It was then decided that there was no need to 

add a separate clause for them 

About the Wages Code Bill: 

• It was drafted under an exercise to rationalise the country’s 

44 labour laws into four codes covering all the regulations 

pertaining to wages, industrial relations, social security and 

safety, and health and working conditions. 

• The draft Labour Code on Wages Bill prepared by the Labour 

Ministry in 2015 had provisions prohibiting discrimination 

against transgender persons in the payment of wages. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Growth  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Economy outlook still cloudy) 

News 

Context: The real growth of GDP is only 5.7%, much lower than expected. 
For the past six consecutive quarters, the growth rate has gone down 
steadily, from 9.2% at the end of the quarter ending March 2016 to 5.7% 
at the end of the June quarter. 
Contrast observed: This steady declining trend in the growth rate is all the 
more troublesome because the economy otherwise enjoys a rather 
conducive combination of macroeconomic parameters. 
Current macroeconomic parameters: 

• Both trade and fiscal deficits are moderate and manageable. So 
they don’t eat up investible resources or precious foreign 
exchange 

• Even the interest rate has been cut repeatedly over the past year 
and a half. 

• The inward rush of dollars is at a peak, both in financial markets 
(stocks and bonds) and as direct investment 

• Stock market index is at an all-time high. 

• Even oil prices, have been stable and comfortably low and 
the monsoon also has been normal. 

• So despite these favourable macro factors, we have not managed 
to convert them into a higher growth rate. 

Challenge:   



 

 

• Manufacturing growth at 1.2% is the lowest in the past five years. 
It’s the lowest since we switched to a new methodology (based 
on Gross Value Added). 
Reason: Some of this downward movement was caused 
supposedly by the suspension of manufacturing activity prior to 
the rollout of GST , and consequent de-stocking of inventory. 
Also, credit to industry might actually be shrinking 
Need of the hour:  Investment in future capacity creates GDP 
growth of the future. It needs to be led by the private sector. 
Concern:  Currently, that component is barely growing at 1.5%. 
As a result, capital formation is steadily declining for several 
years. Despite the push for ‘Make in India’, reforms for 
improving ‘Ease of Doing Business’, increased access to 
electricity, improvement in infrastructure, private investment 
are not picking up. Initiatives such as Housing For All, Smart 
Cities and Digital India give room for huge opportunities for 
private entrepreneurs. 

• Corporate sector and banks have been affected by the twin 
balance sheet squeeze wherein corporates are over-leveraged, 
and banks have mounting bad loans. Whether the new insolvency 
code and regulator and the Reserve Bank of India’s aggressive 
intervention will crack this puzzle remains to be seen. 

• Another significant challenge to the domestic industry is the ever-
strengthening rupee. Since January the rupee is 7% stronger 
compared to the American dollar. Our exports are barely up 
12% since January, whereas imports are up more than 30%. 
The strong rupee hurts the domestic industry since cheaper 
imports flood the country and eat into the market share of 
domestic players. 
Need of the hour: The rupee needs to be weakened or else it 

will hurt domestic manufacturing even more. 

• Also, the GST regime has given an extra advantage to importer 
traders since the countervailing duty that they now pay as GST can 
be offset against other taxes. 

Impact of Demonetisation: 

• Period prior to demonetisation, recorded a real growth of 7.7% 

• The present April to June quarter’s growth at 5.7% certainly 
includes the negative impact on the informal and rural economy. 

• Investment and consumption spending which 
were postponed due to cash shortage 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 



 

 

natural 
capital 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Investing in the ecosystem) 

Context: In April 2016, while inaugurating the third Asia ministerial 

conference on tiger conservation, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

paid tribute to nature. Invoking the Buddha, he said, “The forest is a 

peculiar organism of unlimited kindness. It affords protection to all 

beings, offering shade even to the axe-man who destroys it.” He 

went on to emphasise the importance of reimagining the country’s 

natural ecosystems as its ‘natural capital’ and factoring in the 

economic, social, cultural and spiritual value of ecosystem services 

into the calculation of true economic growth and development. 

Concern:  

• Natural resources are a critical yet often ignored part of our 

country’s national infrastructure.  

• With increasing economic activity, natural capital assets are 

on the decline, directly affecting the quality of life and 

potentially giving rise to future inefficiencies in the economy. 

‘Earth Overshoot Day’, a figurative calendar date when 

humanity’s total annual resource consumption for the year 

overshoots the earth’s capacity to regenerate it, has 

advanced every year at an alarming rate. This year it was 

observed on August 2. 

• Scientists have identified nine earth system processes to have 

boundaries which mark the safe zones, beyond which there is 

a risk of ‘irreversible and abrupt environmental change’. 

Four of these boundaries have now been crossed — climate 

change, loss of biosphere integrity, land system change and 

altered biogeochemical cycles, such as phosphorus and 

nitrogen cycles. 

• Unlike the economic value of goods and services, the 

intangible nature of natural assets is mostly invisible and 

hence remains unaccounted for. 

Role of natural capital: 



 

 

• If valued properly, natural capital has the potential to 

optimise resources and thus maximise the net benefits of 

economic growth and development. 

• Undertaking natural capital valuation can offer businesses a 

number of opportunities. 

• Natural capital thinking can also create opportunities to 

innovate and adopt newer, more efficient technologies. One 

Californian fashion company demonstrated this by developing 

a unique waterless ozone technology to address water 

shortage challenges during a four-year-long drought. The 

company was able to reduce its water use and water bills by 

50%, saving at least $1,300 per month. 

Fact: 

• Boasting 11% of the world’s floral and faunal species, India is 

one of the 17 most ecologically diverse countries.  

• Blessed with every major ecosystem, these biomes directly 

contribute billions of dollars to the Indian economy, annually.  

• The financial value of India’s forests, for example, which 

encompass economic services such as timber and fuel wood, 

and ecological services such as carbon sequestration, is 

estimated to be $1.7 trillion. 

Way forward: 

• This stresses the need for a comprehensive evaluation system 

that takes these undesirable side-effects of economic 

activities into account. In other words, As the biggest 

contributor to the economy, business needs to consider 

evaluating its impacts and dependencies as it would have a 

direct impact on capital assets and wealth.  

• In addition to shareholder wealth, holistic development calls 

for maximising returns from other key areas such as physical 

capital, human capital, natural capital and social capital. 

• Natural capital risk is one of many risks that an organisation 

faces, and a thorough natural capital assessment can help 



 

 

integrate this risk into risk management committee 

deliberations, legal and reputational risk framework. 

• Projects can be reassessed on the basis of their vulnerability 

to impacts and dependencies associated with the value chain. 

•  Companies can consider environmental stress tests for issues 

such as natural disasters, air pollution, resource scarcity and 

climate. 

• While findings from externality assessments are restricted to 

internal business decision-making, going forward, externality 

valuation can also contribute towards enhancing 

organisational transparency by informing stakeholders about 

the potential future risk to business and preparing proactive 

responses to these risks. 

• Making natural capital thinking the norm requires a strong 

policy push and the adoption of valuation frameworks such as 

the Natural Capital Coalition’s Natural Capital Protocol. 

Conclusion:  

• While it may be difficult to put a price tag on nature, 

unchecked exploitation of scarce natural resources and 

an inadequate response to India’s unique climate 

challenges can be a very costly mistake. 

•  Integrating natural capital assessment and valuation into 

our economic system is critical to usher in a truly 

sustainable future for India. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Air pollution 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg18 Air pollution throws shade on India’s solar 

success) 

News: According to experts, air pollution is diminishing India’s capacity to 

harness power from the sun, undermining billions being invested in 

renewables as the energy-hungry giant emerges as a solar superpower. 



 

 

Concern:   

• New research has found the smog and dust that sickens millions 

across India every year is also sapping solar power generation by 

more than 25 percent, far beyond levels previously thought. 

•  In the first study of its kind, U.S. and Indian scientists measured 

how man-made particles floating in the air and deposited as grime 

on solar panels combined to seriously impair sunlight from 

converting to energy. 

• Presently in India,  it could amount to roughly 3,900 MW of lost 

energy — six times the capacity of its largest solar farm, a gigantic 

field of 2.5 million panels. 

 

GS:3—S&T 

 

Space  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg18 Planets orbiting TRAPPIST-1 may have water) 

News: According to scientists, the Earth-sized planets orbiting the 

ultracool TRAPPIST-1 dwarf star 40 light-years away may have substantial 

amounts of water and could be habitable. 

Fact: An international team of astronomers used the NASA/ESA Hubble 

Space Telescope to estimate whether there might be water on the seven 

planets orbiting in the nearby TRAPPIST-1 planetary. 

Finding:  

• The results suggest that the outer planets of the system might still 

harbour substantial amounts of water. 

• This includes the three planets within the habitable zone of the 

star, lending further weight to the possibility that they may indeed 

be habitable. 

Background: In February this year, astronomers had announced the 

discovery of seven Earth-sized planets orbiting the ultracool dwarf star 

TRAPPIST-1, 40 light-years away. 



 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

RTI act 

 

 

 

Source--The Indian express It’s lonely on the ground 

Context: In April, the government of India proposed amendments to 

controversial rule 12 of  the RTI Act 

Concern:  

• It would allow the withdrawal of an application in case of the 
applicant’s death, making the job of those who file RTIs even 
more risky. 

• The RTI activists are already exposed to violence, all the more so 
as the Whistle Blowers Protection Act (2011) is not implemented. 

• 69 activists have been killed, according to the National Campaign 
for People’s Right to Information 

• The RTI activists fight for their rights and/or those of others, but 
they are hardly protected by the police and judiciary.  

Fact:  

• The states which have largest number of casualties are rich states 
such as Maharashtra, Gujarat and Karnataka 

• Rich states are the most dangerous ones for RTI activists because 
they fight against the appropriation of public goods by predatory 
and vested interests, which are comparatively stronger in affluent 
provinces. 

Reason:  

• Problems pertaining to land, illegal construction and property 
disputes are the root cause of most of the cases. 

• Then come conflicts due to government schemes (including 
MGNREGA), either because those who should have benefitted 
from them have not, or because of embezzlement at the local 
level. 

• The third category that is also well represented is made of illegal 
mining, including the sand mafia’s activities. 

Role of  RTI Act  

• The RTI activists not only expose corrupt practices and crimes 

• The RTI Act has offered space to young Dalits, Adivasis and 
members of the minorities who would have been helpless 
otherwise. 

Current situation: 



 

 

• Information Commissions are burdened with huge pendencies 

• The number of applications filed could easily decrease: If 
the frequently asked questions were identified and proactively 
disclose information for those question 

• But delays and backlogs are also due to the fact that the job of 
Information Commissioner has become a post-retirement 
sinecure for former bureaucrats who do not necessarily feel the 
urge of idealism. 

• The attitude of the government of India is another big challenge. 
Some of its agencies refuse to disclose the required information. 

• In PMO, the rejection rate is very high. The Commission does not 
have enough power for getting responses to its questions 

 

 

 

Current affair based question 

Q1. Consider the following statement a Wages Code Bill: 

1. It will ensure that no State Government fixes the minimum wage below the National 

Minimum Wages for that particular area as notified by the Central Government. 

2. The Code provide for a consultative mechanism which is having representatives from 

employers and employees before determining the national minimum wage. 

Select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

Answer c 

Q2. Which of the following have impact of demonetisation: 

1. Growth 

2. Agriculture 

3. Tax compliance 

4. Organised sector 

Select the correct code: 

a. 1 and 2  

b. 1 and 3 



 

 

c. 1, 2 and 3 

d. All of the above 

Answer d 

 

Q3. Which of the following are the services provided by ecosystem: 

1. Pollination 

2. Decomposition 

3. Water purification 

4. Erosion and flood control 

5. Carbon storage and climate regulation. 

Select the correct code: 

a. 1, 2 and 3 

b. 2, 3 and 4 

c. 1, 2 3 and 5 

d. All of the above 

Answer d 

 

Q4. Consider the following statement  

1. Exoplanet is a planet that does not orbit the Sun and instead orbits a different star, 

stellar remnant, or brown dwarf. 

2. Goldilocks Zone refers to a habitable zone in space where the temperature is neither 

too high nor too low. 

Select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

Answer c 

Q5. Which of the following is not come under the definition of 'information' under RTI Act 

2005? 

 

(a) Log books 



 

 

(b) File notings 

(c) Data material held in any electronic form 

(d) Circulars 

Answer b 
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GS:2—IR 

BRICS summit 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (BRICS declares Lashkar, Jaish as global terror 

groups) 

News: The BRICS grouping indisputably named Jaish-e-Mohammad 

(JeM) and Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) as terror organizations 

A joint communiqué released at the BRICS summit further listed the 

following as terrorist organizations: The Taliban, IS/Daesh,  Al-Qaeda 

and its affiliates, The Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement, The Islamic 

Movement of Uzbekistan,The Haqqani network,  Lashkar-e-

Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad,  TTP and  Hizb-ut-Tahrir 

Analysis:  

• This move emphasizes a shift in China’s situation  with regard to 

ties with Pakistan 



 

 

• The move definitely gives a green signal to impose a UN ban on 

Masood Azhar as an international terrorist 

• The formulation adopted at the BRICS summit would 

strengthen the fight for banning terrorists and terror groups at 

the UN 

• The BRICS leaders called for greater efficiency in designation of 

terrorists and terror groups by the United Nations Committee 

on terrorism. 

• The joint statement censured “all terrorist attacks worldwide,” 

including attacks in BRICS countries. 

 

 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 

 

Cyber security 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Top babus given secure mobiles) 

News: Government has given nearly 500 customised Google Pixel 

phones with Reliance Jio SIM cards to senior bureaucrats for 

“secure communication. 

Fact: The phones, which run on Android OS, have a pre-stored 

directory that contains the number of all officials above the rank 

of joint secretary.  

Background:  

• The government already uses RAX, a fixed landline secure 

communication network and after the NDA government 

came to power, the number of RAX lines were increased 

from 1,300 to 5,000. 

• Recently, the Computer Emergency Response System- 

India (CERT-IN), the cyber security arm of the government, 

sought details of the security process followed by over 30 

handset firms selling mobile phones in the country. 

Rationale: 



 

 

• Explaining the rationale behind the phones when RAX 

exists, a senior government official told , “being a landline 

connection RAX has a limitation; the mobile phones will 

ensure communication even if an officer is out of office. 

They have been customised to suit the security needs.” 

• The government is planning to create a secure 

communications ecosystem for its officials, particularly 

those working in sensitive sectors like defence, 

telecommunication and intelligence. The Ministry of 

Electronics and IT is working on a framework to secure not 

only mobile phones, but also email used by government 

officials. 

• "The mobile smartphone devices are playing a crucial role 

in achieving goals of digital India and have achieved an 

impressive penetration of 65% to 75% in the country. 

Today, these devices hold valuable information of users 

while empowering them to interact with their 

surroundings and innovative ways. Citizens place that 

trust in the convenience and productivity that these 

devices offer,” the letter said. 

• A government presentation on vulnerabilities of 

smartphones said that in November 2016, a security firm 

Kryptowire has raised concerns over a Chinese firm 

transmitting phones, including contacts and text, to 

servers in China. “The company Shanghai AdUps bypassed 

Android permission model, executed remote commands 

with escalated privileges and was able to reprogramming 

the device,”  

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India- Myanmar 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 Making up for lost time) 

Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi embarks on an official 

bilateral visit to Myanmar from September 5.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/modi-leaves-on-a-five-day-visit-to-china-myanmar/article19615002.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/modi-leaves-on-a-five-day-visit-to-china-myanmar/article19615002.ece


 

 

 

 

 

Earlier visit: This follows upon his earlier ASEAN-related visit in 

November 2014 and former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s 

visit in May 2012.  

Changes happen between 2 year: 

• These include the impact of elections in Myanmar in 

November 2015 and in the U.S. in late 2016 that brought 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) 

to power in Myanmar and Donald Trump in the U.S.;  

• the finalisation of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and 

its assertiveness in the South China Sea;  

• the India-China border stand-off; and 

•  Myanmar’s travails over the peace process, the Rohingya 

issue and the economy. 
The Rohingya crisis 

Concern: The visit is taking place amidst some of the worst 

violence involving Rohingya militants and the Myanmar security 

forces ever resulting in a full-fledged international crisis triggered 

by large-scale, coordinated attacks by Rohingya militants under a 

recently formed Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA, now 

designated as ‘terrorists’) against government and security 

outposts in northern Rakhine state on August 25-26. 

Indian govt. stand: The Modi government has unequivocally 

condemned the “terrorist” attacks at a time when the security 

forces and Ms. Suu Kyi herself face heightened international 

criticism on the handling of the issue. This is likely to resonate in 

Mr. Modi’s favour in Myanmar. 

Other concern: The visit is also taking place against the backdrop 

of uncertainties in the future India-China relationship caused by 

the now defused Doklam stand-off and the BRICS summit.  

Myanmar interest: Sensitive to its location between the two 

Asians giants, Myanmar is keen to leverage the growth potential 

of good relations with Asia’s two fastest growing economies. But it 

is also wary of its economic dependence on China, characterised 

by a largely extractive relationship focused on natural resources 

and access to the Bay of Bengal where it already has an oil and gas 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/suu-kyis-party-wins-historic-majority-in-myanmar-polls/article7872421.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/suu-kyis-party-wins-historic-majority-in-myanmar-polls/article7872421.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/chinas-one-belt-one-road-initiative/article18414261.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/South-China-Sea-and-the-nine-dash-line-what-you-need-to-know/article14485046.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/all-you-need-to-know-about-doklam-and-the-india-china-border-standoff/article19357499.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/for-rohingyas-there-is-no-place-called-home/article19620567.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/for-rohingyas-there-is-no-place-called-home/article19620567.ece


 

 

terminal, concession to build a Special Economic Zone and seeks a 

possibly controlling stake in a natural deep sea harbour at 

Kyaukpyu that could form part of its ambitious BRI. The shadow of 

China is thus likely to loom large over the visit. Myanmar would 

welcome closer economic ties with India to balance and offset its 

domineering ties with China.  

Other concern:  

• the issue of Indian insurgent groups in Myanma 

Way forward: 

• The optics of Mr. Modi’s much anticipated visit will most 

likely be taken up by the fundamentals of the bilateral 

relationship: the substantive development partnership, 

trade issues, and revival of cultural and people-to-people 

ties. 

Background:  

• Defence relations too have been growing steadily, 

especially between the two armies and navies. Security 

related talks have been taking place at the National 

Security Adviser (NSA) level. 

A number of bilateral agreements in the areas of 

capacity building, health, culture, and development, and 

one on maritime security are on the anvil, building on 

India’s nearly $2 billion development partnership with 

Myanmar so far. These cover large directly funded and 

executed connectivity infrastructure projects like the 

Trilateral Highway, the Kaladan Multi-modal Transport 

and Transit Project; high value capacity and human 

development projects like the Myanmar Institute of 

Information Technology in Mandalay; more modest ones 

in industry, IT, health, entrepreneurship and language 

training; small border area development projects in Chin 

and Naga areas of Myanmar; and soft lines of credit for 

other infrastructure projects amounting to nearly $750 

million. Much of this still remains to be utilised. 

 



 

 

• Commercial trade and investments stand on narrow bases, 

primary agricultural and forest products from Myanmar in 

the case of trade, and oil and gas in case of investments, 

underlining a strong need to expand, diversify and upgrade 

commercial ties in ways that also contribute to Myanmar’s 

development needs and meet India’s $3 billion trade target 

set in 2012. 

Need of the hour: Past attempts to open a limited 

market for Myanmar rice in India as an alternative to 

China, have floundered on vested public distribution 

interests in India and should be re-opened. 
Cultural ties: 

• the Archaeological Survey of India is in the final stages of a 

face-lift to the venerated Ananda Temple at bagan 

• also the Cabinet has approved Indian assistance for the 

restoration of pagodas damaged by the powerful 2016 

earthquake;  

Need of the hour: 

• Key elements of this vision could be greater attention to 

emerging political forces, ethnic states and the peace 

process as part of our democratic political outreach;  

• converting our investments in the Trilateral Highway and 

the Kaladan to fuller trade and investment corridors and 

use Indian investment in the Greater Mekong Sub-region 

as an arm of our foreign policy with a focus on agriculture, 

agro-industries and light industry;  

• a broader development partnership reaching to the 

grassroots with the help of civil society; specific prongs in 

our ‘Act East’ policy through the Northeast and Bodh Gaya 

as a pilgrimage centre; and  

• a new political approach to the IIG issue (Indian Insurgent 

Groups) beyond an intelligence-based approaches. These 

could perhaps find expression in a joint document sooner 

or later. 



 

 

Conclusion: The objective should be to restore the balance in 

Myanmar’s relations between East and South Asia that has been 

lost with the eastward tilt in Myanmar’s external relations over 50 

years of insular military rule during which the two countries have 

forgotten the habit of thinking of themselves psychologically as 

immediate neighbours. 

 

GS:3—S&T 

 

Space  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Down but not out) 

Context: The recent launch of Indian Regional Navigation Satellite 

System (IRNSS) was a failure. It was carried by PSLV-C39 rocket. The 

failed PSLV attempt to launch the navigation satellite would not affect 

the future missions. 

Reason for failiure: The heat-shield failed to separate, resulting in the 

satellite separation occurring within the shield. This resulted in the 

failure of the rocket. 

Concern: The failed mission serves as a reminder that utmost care and 

scrutiny are required before every single launch. 

About IRNSS:  

• IRNSS-1H satellite was launched as a replacement for the 

IRNSS-1A satellite, which became in operational in terms of 

surveillance following the failure of all three atomic clocks. 

• With the failure of this mission, India will have to wait for some 

more time before the next mission to send a replacement for 

the IRNSS-1A satellite is ready. 

• The IRNSS was created so that the country would not need to 

rely on American-based GPS data — the encrypted, accurate 

positioning and navigation information provided by the system 

will make Indian military operations self-reliant. 



 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Black money 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (No data on black money yet, says RBI) 

News: The RBI has told a parliamentary panel that it has “no 

information” on how much black money has been extinguished as a 

result of demonetisation 

Stats: According to the RBI, an estimated Rs. 15,280 crore in junked 

notes has come back “subject to future corrections based on 

verification process 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India- myanmar 

 

 

Source-- Indian express (Delhi to Yangon) 

News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Myanmar that begins today 

marks seven decades of diplomatic relations between India and Myanmar 

Agenda: 

It will cover security challenges along the border and various bilateral 

matters. 

Myanmar may also brief the PM on the peace process on ethnic affairs in the 

country to which Suu Kyi has attached great priority. 

The volatile situation in the Rakhine state is also likely to be discussed 

Broad sets of bilateral issues that have the potential to transform the 

relationship between India and Myanmar. 

Strengthening the development cooperation framework. 

Current relationship status: 

Connevtivity project: These include four major connectivity projects – 

the Kaladan multi-modal corridor, repair of 69 bridges on the Tamu-Kalewa 

road and the construction of the 120-km Kalewa-Yargyi corridor, both of 

which are part of the India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway, and the Rhi-

Tiddim road in the Chin state bordering Mizoram. 



 

 

Six centres imparting training in diverse subjects, from English language to 

industrial skills, are running successfully in Myanmar. 

The Myanmar Institute of Information Technology set up in Mandalay 

with the collaboration of IIIT Bangalore has been a success with all its 

graduates finding ready employment. 

The Advanced Centre for Agriculture Research and Education set up in 

collaboration with India’s ICAR is a fine example of pooling research efforts 

on pulses and oilseeds. 

 

Way forward:  

It is essential that the two countries immediately start negotiating transit and 

other agreements for the smooth movement of goods and vehicles for 

optimal use of the infrastructure 

Myanmar’s government emphasising on higher education and vocational 

training, so more Indian-assisted institutions can come up in the country but 

Scholarships for undergraduates can work if a way is found to bridge the 

difference between the matriculation system of schooling in Myanmar and 

India’s 10+2 system. 

 Border trade through Tamu/Moreh and Rhi/Zhokhowthar needs to 

become more formalised with truly single-window clearances and easier 

currency arrangements. 

Cross- border bus services can promote people-to-people connectivity. 

Cross-border trade in services can be boosted in sectors like medicine, 

diagnostics, or even education and training for which there is a large market. 

There is also potential for cooperation on larger initiatives, such as the sale of 

refined petroleum products from the Numaligarh refinery in upper Myanmar 

Strengthening the border region cooperation project, implemented by India 

in Myanmar’s Chin and Naga areas, can help India in securing political and 

other support at the local-level in Myanmar. Such development initiatives 

could also prompt Myanmar to collaborate more in tackling the insurgency 

issue in Nagaland, particularly in a post-Khaplang scenario. 

Bilateral trade between the two countries has, for long, remained at around 

$2 billion.India ranks fifth among Myanmar’s import sources and 10th among 

foreign investors The regulatory and economic environment has to evolve 

in Myanmar to enhance the comfort levels of business enterprises. 



 

 

Indian businesses could invest in the power, steel, automobiles and even 

textile sectors in Myanmar. 

GS:3—S&T 

Defence  

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Navy sinks ‘graveyard’ INS Sindhurakshak) 

News: The Navy has sunk decommissioned submarine INS 

Sindhurakshak after using it for target practice 

Fact: The Russian-made submarine was decommissioned in March 

after two Boards of Inquiry stated that the vessel was “not seaworthy’ 

GS:2—IR 

BRICS summit 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Rearranging the BRICS) 

Context:  About the Sino-Indian relationship, BRICS Summit and its 

effects on the foreign policy of India 

Background:  India’s central theme of foreign policy was to build 

a multipolar world. For nearly a decade, the BRICS has been the main 

forum for the pursuit of that objective 

Concern: china is working against multipolar world because China 

is squeezing India’s space in the Subcontinent and the Indian Ocean 

and it is becoming a lot more assertive in the bilateral disputes with 

India 

Challenges infront of India in the BRICS: 

The internal changes within the BRICS and external 

environment altered the dynamics of the BRICS and posed new 

challenges for India’s engagement with the forum 

China’s massive economic weight in the forum. Its GDP at nearly $12 

trillion is now more than twice that of the other four members put 

together. This has changed the internal balance in the BRICS in favour 

of Beijing 

Belt and Road initiative has added to India’s concerns about China’s 

rise 

India’s contribution to the BRICS while deepening the strategic 

partnership with the USA and Japan looked quite impressive so long 

as there were no major tensions between the US, Russia, China and 

Japan 

http://www.civilsdaily.com/navy-sinks-graveyard-ins-sindhurakshak/#post-84893


 

 

India now faces relentless pressure on a range of issues. The 

willingness of both Russia and China to cut deals with the US (on their 

own terms), makes the BRICS less about ideological 

posturing and more about repositioning India in changing great power 

equations 

Way forward: India should cooperate China where it 

is necessary and possible and maintain 

the partnership with Russia and the USA 

 

September ‘6th ’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-china 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Modi-Xi meet flags ‘forward looking’ ties, border 

peace) 

News: Looking beyond the Doklam crisis, India and China decided to open 

a new “forward looking” round of engagement, anchored by fresh 
mechanisms to ensure calm at the borders. 

Future task: 

• With the recently resolved standoff in the Sikkim sector as the 

touchstone, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping, 
during their one-on-one meeting, agreed to establish new ways to 
prevent the recurrence of such incidents. 

• The focus of the bilateral seemed to be on border Confidence 
Building Measures (CBMs), rather than fresh ideas to resolve the 
festering boundary dispute between the two countries. 

Analysis: Analysts say that it remains to be seen whether the “constructive 
start” at Xiamen, will yield “solid anchorage” capable of withstanding the 
regional headwinds that India and China are likely to encounter in the future, 
as they deepen their ties in the Indian Ocean and the Asia-Pacific. 



 

 

Conclusion: Mr. Jaishankar said the two leaders agreed that efforts should 
be made to ensure that “defence and security (personnel) must maintain 
strong contact and cooperation” at the borders.  

Way forward: In a veiled reference to the Doklam face-off, he stressed that 

regular contacts at the frontiers were necessary to “ensure that [the] sort 

of situation which happened recently should not recur.” 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Girl marriage 
issue 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 Government backs varying ages for girls’ 

marriage) 

News: The legislature may have taken a conscious decision to retain the 
minimum age range for marriage between 15 and 18 for girls considering 
the socio-economic conditions of the country, the government argued in 
the Supreme Court. 

Issue: “The age of consent varies from the Indian Penal Code to the 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act to the Hindu Marriage Act ... What is the 

logic in keeping different age limits for the marriage of girls,” the Bench 
asked. 

Background: 

• The court termed child marriages in the country “not marriages but 
mirages”. 

• The court had earlier said it was unfortunate that parents drove their 

minor children into marriage. “It is a hard reality and is unfortunate 
that most of the child marriages happening in the country are 
arranged by parents of the girl child. However, to this, there are odd 
exceptions when a minor boy and girl fall in love and marry on their 

own,” the Bench said. 

• It is hearing a petition filed by an NGO, Independent Thought, 
challenging Exception 2 to Section 375 (rape) of the Indian Penal 
Code, which permits “sexual intercourse with a girl child aged 
between 15 and 18 only on the ground that she is married”. 

Concern: The NGO, represented by advocate Gaurav Agarwal, said the 
statutory exception to rape was violative of right to life, personal liberty, 
equality and is discriminatory.The Exception is part of the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act of 2013 and is contrary to the anti-child sex abuse law, 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act of 2012 (POCSO). 

 



 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

CVC 
appointement 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Panel appointed CVC by consensus, SC told) 

News: The Centre told the Supreme Court that K.V. Chowdary was 
appointed Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC), the chief of the country’s 
top anti-corruption body, with the “unanimous consensus” of a high-
profile committee led by the Prime Minister in June 2015. 

Background: Mr. Venugopal was responding to allegations raised in a PIL 
petition filed by NGO, Centre for Integrity, Governance and Training in 

Vigilance Administration, represented by advocates Prashant Bhushan and 
Pranav Sachdeva, in 2015 challenging the appointments as “arbitrary, 
illegal and in violation of the principle of institutional integrity.” 

Issue: Mr. Venugopal further questioned the powers of the judiciary to 
review the appointments made unanimously by the PM committee, which 
also includes the Leader of the Opposition and the Home Minister. 

SC stand: The Bench responded that it did not, at this point, want to go into 
the “realm of merits of the candidates”, but simply wanted to see whether 
the eligibility criteria were fulfilled at the time of appointments. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Joint secretaries vested with financial powers) 

News: In a first, the Home Ministry has given financial powers to joint 
secretaries. They can now spend up to Rs. 50 crore for executing works and 
purchasing land. 

Fact: Joint secretaries have also been allowed to make procurement 

through open or limited tender of up to Rs. 20 crore and procurement 
through negotiated or single tender or proprietary contract of up to Rs. 5 
crore, an official said. 

Analysis: 

• Such financial powers have been given to bring greater flexibility in 
operations, reduce delays and facilitate quick decision on matters 
involving financial expenditure, a Home Ministry official said. 

• These powers were earlier exercised at the level of Union home 

secretary, special secretary and additional secretary. 

 



 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India—Iran  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 ‘Undersea line from Iran to port cheap gas’) 

News: A 1,300-km undersea pipeline from Iran, avoiding Pakistani waters, 
can bring natural gas from the Persian Gulf to India at rates less than the 
price of LNG available in the spot market, proponents of the pipeline said. 

About proposal: Mr. Rao, who is the chairman of the advisory board of 
South Asia Gas Enterprise Pvt. Ltd. (SAGE) — the firm wanting to lay the 
undersea line — said the pipeline can first travel to Oman, and then 

onwards to Porbandar in the state of Gujarat. 

Benefit:  

• According to the study, “The cost of landed gas through an undersea 
pipeline will be at least $2 cheaper than importing LNG, saving about 
$1 billion annually.”  

• The pipeline is planned to carry 31.5 million standard cubic meters 

gas per day and will be built in two years from the date of necessary 
approvals and a gas sale and purchase agreement (GSPA) being 
signed. 

• The subsea pipeline is being seen as an alternative to the on-land, 

Iran-Pakistan-India pipeline. 
Background: New Delhi has not been participating in talks on the 1,036-km 
Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline since 2007 citing security and commercial 
concerns. But, it has never officially pulled out of the $7.6 billion project. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

RCEP 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (PG13 India to flag worry on pace of services talks at RCEP) 

Issue: At the forthcoming ministerial-level meeting on the proposed 

Free Trade Agreement (FTA) involving 16 Asia-Pacific nations, India will 

raise concerns regarding the ‘slow’ pace of negotiations on services 

trade liberalisation as opposed to ‘higher priority’ being accorded to 

commitments to open up goods trade in the region. 

Fact:  

• The mega-FTA is known in official parlance as the Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). It involves the 



 

 

10-member ASEAN bloc and its six FTA partners including India, 

China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 

• The fifth RCEP Ministerial Meeting, which is slated to be held on 

September 10 in Manila on the sidelines of the ASEAN Economic 

Ministers Meeting and related meetings with ASEAN’s major 

trading partners.  

• Until now, four Ministerial Meetings, three Inter-sessional 

Ministerial Meetings and 19 Rounds of the Trade Negotiating 

Committee (TNC) talks at the technical level have been held 

Concern: However, India is learnt to be upset that other RCEP nations 

seem to be focused more on “extracting as much (binding 

commitments) as possible on eliminating tariffs to open up goods 

trade”, instead of sticking to the RCEP ‘Guiding Principles and 

Objectives’ which state that the “negotiations on trade in goods, trade 

in services, investment and other areas will be conducted in parallel to 

ensure a comprehensive and balanced outcome.” 

India stand:  

• The sources said India will “talk tough and state that any more 

discussions” on opening up goods trade will be only after 

ensuring that negotiations on services trade liberalisation 

“catch up” with talks on goods trade. 

•  India is keen that in return for agreeing to open up goods trade 

(where most RCEP nations have an advantage), other member 

nations must commit to substantial liberalisation of services 

trade – including on easing norms on movement of 

professionals and skilled workers across borders for short-term 

work. 

• India is seeking support for its proposal on an ‘RCEP Travel 

Card’ for the purpose.  

Reason: India is relatively strong in services with its vast pool of 

professionals including from sectors such as Information Technology, 

as well as in activities such as installation, trouble shooting, training, 

maintenance, investment management.  

Other Members concern: Some RCEP member countries have 

expressed apprehensions saying easing norms on temporary 



 

 

movement of people could lead to immigration of professionals from 

India and in turn loss of jobs for locals.  

India’s counter view: However, India has said temporary movement of 

professionals should not be confused with immigration or permanent 

movement.  

Other issue: The sources said RCEP negotiations on other issues such 

as Intellectual Property Rights and investment liberalisation are also 

not seeing much progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pg13 Govt. to bring out policy to develop agri-clusters 

News: The government will soon bring out a policy to develop 

agricultural clusters and boost farm exports, said commerce minister 

Suresh Prabhu. 

Rationale: Speaking at the 10th Agriculture Leadership Summit 2017 

on Tuesday, Mr. Prabhu said, “If there are clusters for industry, why 

should we not think about clusters for agriculture. Farmers have the 

right to access global markets and get better prices (for their produce) 

and for that we will put in place a good policy framework soon.”  

Other agenda:  

• He added, “We have to develop global supply chains and we 

will work on that.” 

• The minister said at the multi-lateral level too there was work 

to be done to eliminate trade restrictions.  

• Mr. Prabhu said he would be soon meeting trade ministers in 

Manila and Seoul in this regard. 

•  On the World Trade Organisation-level negotiations, he said 

there would be a ministerial conference in Argentina in 

December. “Our agenda is going to be very aggressive. This is a 

development round ... We will ensure that Indian farmers get 

their due by getting better price from global markets. This is 

very important and this is going to be part of the strategy to 

increase farmers’ income in India,” he said. 

 



 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

BRICS  

 

 

 

Pg8 Back on track 
Context: India and China putting up a united front at the BRICS summit, 

and proposed a revival of the Panchsheel principles of peaceful 

cooperation 

India-China joint stand: 

• India-China, agreement that Doklam-like situations must not 
recur is an indication that India and China are looking for new 
mechanisms to strengthen the border defence agreements that 
have held in the past. 

• China gave nod to the inclusion of the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the 
Jaish-e-Mohammed among the terrorist groups threatening 
regional stability. 

• China choosing not to speak of the contentious Belt and Road 
Initiative at the summit suggested it was heeding India’s concerns. 

• Both countries expressed similar views about resisting economic 
protectionismof the kind that the Trump administration in the U.S. 
has been espousing 
Way forward:  

• Indian and Chinese officials must re-engage in a sustained manner to address all 
areas of discord which led to the charged situation at Doklam. 

• They must review where the border defence standard operating procedures failed 

• Two countries must convene the delayed meeting of the Special Representatives, 
and add the latest claims and counter-claims over the Sikkim boundary and the 
India-China-Bhutan tri-junction to the agenda for discussions. 

•  
 

 

About BRICS summit:  All five countries condemned North Korean nuclear 

tests, while advocating dialogue and not the use of force. 

Way forward: 

• It is necessary to see that the much-acclaimed BRICS language on 
terrorist groups like the LeT and JeM is translated into actionable 
points. Beijing will have an early opportunity to do so in October 
when the issue of designating JeM chief Masood Azhar as a global 
terrorist comes up at the UN Security Council and when the UN’s 
Financial Action Task Force takes stock of Pakistan’s actions 
against the LeT. 



 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Rohingya issue  

 

 

 

Source— The Hindu (pg8 There is a Rohingya in all of us) 

First issue:  The Rohingya issue originated in 1982 when the Burmese 

military junta contended that Rohingya as late comers were not part of the 

original ancestors of Burmese society. 

About Rohingya: They are Muslims, belonging to the Sunni sect, scattered 

mainly over the Rakhine state of Myanmar.  

Rohingya’s current condition: 

• Denied an autonomous cultural status, they lost all claims to the 
entitlements of citizenship.  

• They were denied not only access to health, education but also any 
claim to the idea of citizenship. 

• They are the world’s most persecuted minority. 

• They are harassed by the Myanmar Army and forced to serve as 
slave labour. 

• They have also been systematically persecuted by the Buddhist 
majority in Myanmar. 

• Aung San Suu Kyi, A woman whose campaign for human rights won 
her the Peace Nobel , now stands silent in case of Rohingya’s. 

• The Rohingya became temporary boat people as roaming from 
Bangladesh to Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia in search of shelter. 

• While searching for shelter, they were exploited at exorbitant rates 
by agents. 

• Unlike the Syrians, the Rohingya, as a tiny speck of the refugee 
population would hardly be front page news for a sufficient length 
of time. 

Second issue: Analysis of Government decision that 40,000 Rohingya’s in 

India were to be deported. 

Concern: 

• With the above decision, the idea of India, the India of democracy 
and hospitality disappeared in a single stroke.  In other words, a 
dream of India disappeared in a single moment. 

• The Government’ decision has returned to an idea of hard state, 
dropping its dreams of compassion, care and civility. 

• India can no longer criticise the West for being hostile to Syrian and 
Sudanese refugees. 



 

 

• India missed the leadership and compassion of a Mother Teresa. If 
she would have alive, she would have stepped out and offered some 
care and relief to them, stirring the Indian middle class into some 
acts of caring. 

• The vulnerability of such a people is often lost in bureaucratic issues 
of legal and political status. 

 

Need: 

• An aspirational India should respect all people such as a defeated 
people like the Rohingya. 

• India should follow the Gandhi’s philosophy that last man should be 
served. In this case the Rohingya represent “the last man” of 
international society. 

• Government should uphold the vision of our political leader. No 
Nehruvian state, or even regime of Indira Gandhi, would have made 
such a decision. Both upheld the principle of hospitality, of the 
openness of borders. Jawaharlal Nehru was open to Tibet and 
courageously invited the Dalai Lama to make a home here, and 
Indira Gandhi played host to refugees from the then East Pakistan, 
ignoring the threats of tough people such as Henry Kissinger and 
Richard Nixon. 

• Government need not hide under legal excuses. What India 
confronts is a case of ethics, a challenge to its understanding of 
citizenship and freedom. If we abandon the Rohingya, we abandon 
the idea of India as a home of refugees and hospitality. A country 
which offered a home to the Parsis, the Tibetans, the Afghans and 
the Jews cannot turn a little minority of helpless people back. 

Conclusion: 

• The Supreme Court had declared that fundamental rights are 
applicable to all regardless of whether they are citizens of India. Yet 
such appeals to rights and humanitarianism cut little ice in today’s 
bureaucracy which is obsessed with security issues and content to 
raise the bogey of terrorism and law and order when it comes to 
such a helpless people.  

• The NHRC came up with a memorable line that Rohingya refugees 
“are no doubt foreign nationals but they are human beings.” 

• It is not just a question of saving a beleaguered people, it is question 
of saving the soul of India.  

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 



 

 

Special status 
issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (In Constitution, a range of ‘special provisions’ 
for states other than J&K, too) 

 

Issue: The Sangh Parivar has long argued that the special status accorded to 

Jammu & Kashmir in the Constitution has prevented its “full integration” 

into the Indian Union. Main Reason: Prominent among the “special 

privileges” available to J&K, the only Muslim-majority state in the country, 

are the ban on non-residents from acquiring property in the state and 

voting in the legislative Assembly elections,  

Current situation: both of which are under challenge in the Supreme Court 

in a case against the constitutional validity of Article 35A. 

Concern: However, Jammu & Kashmir is not the only state for which special 

provisions have been laid down in the Indian Constitution — a wide range 

of safeguards are available to as many as 11 other states, listed in Articles 

371, 371A to 371H, and 371J. 

Art 371I deals with Goa, but does not include any provision that can be 

termed ‘special’. 

Background:  

• In 1947, Jammu & Kashmir negotiated the terms and conditions of 

its entry into the Indian Union.  

• It acceded to the Union on Defence, Foreign Affairs and 

Communication, but wanted its own Constitution, to be drafted by 

its own Constituent Assembly.  

• Art 370, which determines the contours of J&K’s relations with the 

Centre and exists as the constitutional cord between J&K and New 

Delhi, was introduced in the Indian Constitution after Prime 

Minister Jawaharlal Nehruand J&K Prime Minister Sheikh 

Mohammad Abdullah negotiated it for five months between May 

and October, 1949. 

http://indianexpress.com/about/jawaharlal-nehru


 

 

• Art 35A, which empowered the J&K Constitution to define 

“permanent residents” of the state, is an offshoot of Art 370 of the 

Indian Constitution. It was added to the Constitution through The 

Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954, 

issued by the President under Art 370. 

Issue: While the special provisions laid down in Art 371, 371A-H, and 371J 

are not as far reaching as Art 370, the existence of these provisions shows 

that other princely states, too, negotiated the terms and conditions of their 

entry into the Union, or sought special constitutional protections in view of 

their unique needs and conditions. Each of these constitutional provisions 

is, in fact, rooted in historical reasons. 

Comparison: One important difference between Articles 370 and 371, and 

Articles 371A-H and 371J, is that while the latter set of provisions were 

incorporated into the Constitution by Parliament through amendments 

under Art 368 (which lays down the “power of Parliament to amend the 

Constitution and procedure therefor”), Articles 370 and 371 have been part 

of the Constitution from the time of its commencement on January 26, 

1950. 

 

MAHARASHTRA & GUJARAT 

(Art 371) 

“Special responsibility” to Governor to establish “separate development 

boards” for “Vidarbha, Marathwada, and the rest of Maharashtra”, and 

Saurashtra and Kutch in Gujarat; “equitable allocation of funds for 

developmental expenditure over the said areas”; “equitable arrangement 

providing adequate facilities for technical education and vocational training, 

and adequate opportunities for employment” under the state government. 

SIKKIM 

(Art 371F, 36th Amendment Act, 1975) 



 

 

The members of the legislative Assembly of Sikkim shall elect the 

representative of Sikkim in the House of the People. To protect the rights 

and interests of various sections of the population of Sikkim, Parliament 

may provide for the number of seats in the Assembly, which may be filled 

only by candidates from those sections. Governor shall have “special 

responsibility for peace and for an equitable arrangement for ensuring the 

social and economic advancement of different sections of the population”. 

All earlier laws in territories that formed Sikkim shall continue, and any 

adaptation or modification shall not be questioned in any court. 

ASSAM 

(Art 371B, 22nd Amendment Act, 1969) 

President may provide for the constitution and functions of a committee of 

the Assembly consisting of members elected from the tribal areas of the 

state. 

ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

(Art 371H, 55th Amendment Act, 1986) 

The Governor has a special responsibility with regard to law and order, and 

“he shall, after consulting the Council of Ministers, exercise his individual 

judgment as to the action to be taken”. Should a question arise over 

whether a particular matter is one in which the Governor is “required to act 

in the exercise of his individual judgment, the decision of the Governor in 

his discretion shall be final”, and “shall not be called in question…”. 

NAGALAND 

(Art 371A, 13th Amendment Act, 1962) 

Parliament can’t legislate in matters of Naga religion or social practices, the 

Naga customary law and procedure, administration of civil and criminal 

justice involving decisions according to Naga customary law, and ownership 

and transfer of land and its resources, without concurrence of the 

legislative Assembly. This provision was inserted in the Constitution after a 

16-point agreement between the Centre and the Naga People’s Convention 



 

 

in 1960, which led to the creation of Nagaland in 1963. Also, there is a 

provision for a 35-member regional council for Tuensang district, which 

elects the Tuensang members in the Assembly. A member from the 

Tuensang district is Minister for Tuensang Affairs; Governor has the final say 

on Tuensang-related matters. 

MIZORAM 

(Art 371G, 53rd Amendment Act, 1986) 

Parliament cannot make laws on “religious or social practices of the Mizos, 

Mizo customary law and procedure, administration of civil and criminal 

justice involving decisions according to Mizo customary law, ownership and 

transfer of land… unless the Legislative Assembly… by a resolution so 

decides.” 

MANIPUR 

(Art 371C, 27th Amendment Act, 1971) 

President may provide for the constitution and functions of a committee of 

elected members from the Hill areas in the Assembly; entrust “special 

responsibility” to the Governor to ensure its proper functioning. The 

Governor has to file a report every year on this to the President. 

 

ANDHRA PRADESH & TELANGANA 

(Art 371D, 32nd Amendment Act, 1973; substituted by the Andhra 

Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 2014) 

President must ensure “equitable opportunities and facilities” in “public 

employment and education to people from different parts of the state”; he 

may require the state government to organise “any class or classes of posts 

in a civil service of, or any class or classes of civil posts under, the State into 

different local cadres for different parts of the State”, and allot them. The 

President has similar powers vis-à-vis admissions in any university or state 

government-run educational institution. Also, he may provide for setting up 



 

 

of an administrative tribunal outside the jurisdiction of the High Court to 

deal with issues of appointment, allotment or promotion in state civil 

services. [Art 371E allows for the establishment of a university in Andhra 

Pradesh by a law of Parliament. But this is not really a ‘special provision’.] 

KARNATAKA 

(Art 371J, 98th Amendment Act, 2012) 

There is a provision for the establishment of a separate development board 

for the Hyderabad-Karnataka region, the working of which will be reported 

annually to the Assembly; there shall be “equitable allocation of funds for 

developmental expenditure over the said region”; and “equitable 

opportunities and facilities” for people of this region in government jobs 

and education. An order can be made to provide for reservation “of a 

proportion” of seats and jobs in educational and vocational training 

institutions and state government organisations respectively in the 

Hyderabad-Karnataka region for individuals who belong to that region by 

birth or domicile. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Solid Waste 
Management  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (The trash crisis) 

Context: National Green Tribunal pulled up the Delhi government and the 

East Delhi Municipal Corporation (EDMC) over the Ghazipur landfill 

collapse that killed two people 

About Landfill: 

• Delhi generates more than 10,000 tonnes of garbage every day, 
most of which stacks up in ugly hills, posing environmental and 
public-safety hazards. 

• The Ghazipur landfill that crashed last week was more than 50 
metres high — almost as high as a 15-storey building 

Issue: Country generates more than 60 million tonnes of garbage every year 

Concern:  



 

 

• Finding new landfills would mean merely relocating the problem. 
Also, Dump sites in most Indian cities are handling much more waste 
than they can hold 

• But it is well-established that garbage management becomes 
a difficult proposition when recyclables, organic wastes and toxic 
wastes are all dumped together. 

About Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016: The rules stipulate that 

a landfill should not be more than 25 years old. 

Way forward 

• The 33-year-old dump yard at Ghazipur should have been shut down 
years ago, or at least immediately after the Solid Waste 
Management Rules, 2016, came into force. 

• It would be wrong to have an one-size-fits-all solution for the waste 
problems of urban India. 

• Segregating waste at source holds the key to effective waste 
management. The Mysuru City Corporation has mechanisms 
for decentralised systems, for example, has focused on segregation 
of trash at source, door-to-door collection, recycling and 
involvement of non-profits and educational institutions in public 
awareness campaigns. 

• Similar initiatives are also underway in Panaji and Alappuzha. Delhi, 
Mumbai — most Indian cities — could begin by emulating these 
cities in getting their basics right. 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

Cow issue 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Attacks by Cow Vigilantes Must Stop, SC Tells 

Centre) 



 

 

 

 

News: It ordered the States and the Union Territories to appoint nodal 

police officers in every district to crack down on such groups. 

Current situation: BJP-ruled Haryana, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and 

Gujarat accepted the apex court’s suggestion to appoint officers to 

prevent ‘gau rakshaks,’. 

Concern: Dalits and Muslims have reportedly been at the receiving end of 

violence unleashed by lynch mobs, especially in the four northern States. 

Rationale for court decision: 

• The court exhorted the Centre to uphold its constitutional 

mandate under Article 256 and direct the States to act against the 

groups. 

• The court directed the Centre to respond to a submission by 

senior advocate Indira Jaising, for Mr. Gandhi, that the 

government cannot wash its hands of its constitutional 

responsibility under Article 256. 

Govt. stand: The Centre has maintained that violence by ‘gau rakshaks’ 

was a ‘State subject’ and it had no role to play, though it condemned all 

forms of violence. 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Myanmar 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Modi Gives Call to Respect Myanmar’s Integrity) 

News: The Rohingya refugee crisis that started in 2015 has taken an ugly 

turn now. In last two weeks, around 1,25,000 Rohingyas have fled to 

Bangladesh. 



 

 

Background: Recently Myanmar’s military launched a crackdown in 

Rakhine. Just after two weeks, over 1,25,000 Rohingya Muslims fled the 

state of Rakhine and poured into Bangladesh 

India’s approach towards the crisis: Indian government has issued a 

public statement stating that it shares Myanmar’s concerns over 

“extremist violence” in the Rakhine State. 

the outcome of the Bilateral meet: 

• Both India and Myanmar vowed to combat terror and boost 

security cooperation. 

• The first bilateral meet between India and Myanmar led to signing 

of 11 agreements between the two sides in areas like maritime 

security, strengthening democratic institutions in Myanmar, 

health and information technology 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Climate 
change 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg5 Tornado-like wind from Kolleru lake damages prawn, 

fish ponds) 

News: A tornado-like wind from the Kolleru lake damaged 60 to 70 

prawn culture ponds in four villages of Akividu mandal of West 

Godavari.  

Concern: Villagers of Chinna Kapavaram, Taratava, Kollaparru and 

Gummulu reported seeing violent storm with whirlwinds in the 

agriculture fields. A dark funnel-shaped cloud caused damage along 

its path from the lake. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Smart City Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Focus on ‘impactful’ Smart City projects: Centre) 



 

 

 

 

 

News: In an obvious measure to grab eyeballs, the Housing and 

Urban Affairs Ministry has asked the State governments to push up 

implementation of “impactful” projects which will get people talking 

about the Smart City Mission. 

Background: 

• The Centre and the State governments together have 

identified 261 projects worth Rs. 32,600 crore under this 

category. 

•  Majority of these projects are in the first lot of 20 smart 

cities announced in January 2016.  

• Projects have been shortlisted without any clear definition of 

what “impactful” means. 

• “261 impactful projects have been identified in consultation 

with the States and circulated earlier vide letter dated August 

16, 2017.  

• These projects are expected to have visible and transformative 

impact on the various aspects of the lives of the citizens 

• The list of “impactful” projects varies from Museum of Urban 

History in Bhubaneswar, to Adventure Park in Udaipur, to 

rejuvenation of water bodies in Coimbatore, to 5 km-long 

heritage walk in Warangal, to conservation of built heritage in 

Thanjavur, to redevelopment of world-famous Manikarnika 

Ghat in Varanasi. 

• PM directed the Chief Secretaries to review the progress of 

projects on weekly basis. 

Iniitative: To accelerate work, the Ministry has now decided to 

award World Bank and AFD (Agence Francaise De Développement) 

funds on competitive basis.“The detailed guidelines with 

competition framework in this regard are under finalisation and 

would be circulated separately. 

 



 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Sustainable 
development 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Development must be climate-smart) 

Context: Climate models have indicated with high confidence 

that climate change will lead to an increase in extreme rainfall events 

According to the IPCC Special Report on Extreme Events, global 

warmingleads to “changes in the frequency, intensity, spatial extent, 

duration, and timing of extreme weather and climate events, and can 

result in unprecedented extreme weather and climate events” 

Benefit: The main reason for understanding extreme events is 

to help policymakers, emergency responders and local 

communities to plan and prepare for them 

Reasons behind the actual patterns of flooding in Chennai, Mumbai: 

• rampant increase in built-up area across 
natural drainage channels 

• the diversion or damming of rivers upstream leading to sediment 
transportand siltation 

• coastal subsidence and other effects of development 

• The spread of infrastructure such as roads, highways, buildings, 
residentialcomplexes, tiled or asphalt-covered land obstructs 
rainwater from percolating(drain) into the soil 

• Often there are further barriers that block movement of water 
and increase flooding 

• For decades, urbanisation has ignored ecological 
principles associated with water bodies, vegetation, 
biodiversity and topography 

•  
Way forward: 

• Cities could be laid out to reduce flooding by following natural 
contours, drainage and tank systems 

• Emergency responders should be well prepared to transport and 
care for people who may become stranded during disasters 

• More Research needed that tries to understand 
this relationship between anthropogenic climate 
change and extreme events in particular locations is 
called “attribution” 

• In many parts of the world, construction in cities or in urbanising 
areas does not take into consideration the existing topography, 
surface water bodies, stream flows, etc. hence, urban 



 

 

growth over the past few decades must consider the hydrology of 
the land 

• Development needs to be climate-smart, but also avoid social 
and institutional challenges such as moral hazard 

• Construction on existing lake beds and other waterbodies needs 
to be removed or redesigned to allow flood 
drainage along natural water channels 

Conclusion:  As the frequency of extreme 

weather events increases around the world, losses in rich countries 

are higher in terms of GDP. But in terms of the number of people at risk, 

it is the poor countries that sufferthe most. Those who are the most 

vulnerable and the poorest end up bearing the brunt of 

the burdens of climate change and mal-development, which together 

operate to worsen impacts 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Solid waste 
management 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Mountains of garbage) 

Context: The collapse of a great wall of garbage in east Delhi’s 

Ghazipur area, sweeping people and vehicles into a nearby canal, is a 

stark reminder that India’s neglected waste management crisis can 

have deadly consequences.  

Concern:  

• More than a year after the notification of the much-delayed 

Solid Waste Management Rules, cities and towns are in no 

position to comply with its stipulations, beginning with the 

segregation of different kinds of waste at source and their 

scientific processing.  

• Neither are urban local governments treating the 62 million 

tonnes of waste generated annually in the country as a 

potential resource.  

• They have left the task of value extraction mostly to the 

informal system of garbage collectors and recyclers.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/two-killed-in-ghazipur-landfill-collapse-five-hurt/article19605552.ece


 

 

• Improving on the national record of collecting only 80% of 

waste generated and being able to process just 28% of that 

quantum, requires behaviour modification among citizens 

and institutions.  

• The Swachh Bharat programme of the Centre has focused too 

narrowly on individual action to keep streets clean, without 

concurrent pressure on State and municipal authorities to 

move closer to scientific management by the deadline of 

April 2018 set for most places, and arrest the spread of 

pollution from trash. 

• In the absence of stakeholders at the local body level, 

recoverable resources embedded in discarded materials are 

lost due to dumping. 

• Organic waste that could help green cities and feed small and 

affordable household biogas plants is simply being thrown 

away. 

Way forward: 

• Organic refuse, which forms about 50% of all garbage, 

readily lends itself to the generation of compost or 

production of methane for household use or power 

generation. This major opportunity should be utilised.  

• like some countries such as Rwanda and Kenya have 

introduced stiff penalties for the use of flimsy plastic bags, 

India should also put extra effort to prevent them from 

drifting into suburban garbage mountains, rivers, lakes and 

the sea, and being ingested by cattle feeding on dumped 

refuse. 

•  A new paradigm is needed, in which bulk waste generators 

take the lead and city managers show demonstrable change 

in the way it is processed.  

• There has to be a shift away from large budgets for 

collection and transport by private contractors, to the 

processing of segregated garbage.  



 

 

• As the nodal body for the implementation of the new rules, 

the Central Pollution Control Board should put out periodic 

assessments of the preparedness of urban local bodies in the 

run-up to the deadline.  

Conclusion: Without a rigorous approach, the national problem of 

merely shifting city trash to the suburbs, out of sight of those who 

generate it, will fester and choke the landscape. Considering that 

waste volumes are officially estimated to grow to 165 million tonnes 

a year by 2030, many more suburbs are bound to be threatened by 

collapsing or burning trash mountains. 

 

 

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

train medical 
personnel 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 A case for universal medical care) 

Issue: the purpose of medical education is to train medical personnel 

to handle the medical care needs of the country 

Background: 

• Right from the Bhore Committee (1946) to the Mudaliar 

Committee (1962) and the Shrivastav Committee (1975) to 

the Bajaj Committee (1986) and including the High Level 

Expert Group on Universal Health Coverage (2011), the 

question of what type of medical personnel the country 

should train has been examined. All these committees are 

unanimous in their opinion that the country needs a large 

number of basic doctors.  

Need of the hour: Every country should seek to train persons with 

the best aptitude for a particular task. In doctors, intelligence and 

empathy are highly prized. It is difficult to measure empathy and 



 

 

most democratic countries use a test of intelligence as a screen to 

admit medical students because everywhere there are more 

candidates than seats available. 

Concern: 

• The piecemeal approach to the problem of providing medical 

care in India, treating medical education as though it can be 

separated from medical employment, is responsible for the 

continuing crisis in medical services and admissions to 

medical colleges. 

•  Numerous commentators have remarked upon the skewed 

distribution of medical personnel with over 75% of doctors in 

urban areas where only a third of the people live.  

• A large number of post-graduate doctors and super 

specialists are underemployed because Inequality among 

qualified doctors is quite high. The economically well-off can 

aspire to better jobs, training abroad (still much sought after 

in spite of all nationalist talk), and generally adopt 

metropolitan lifestyles. Doctors from poorer backgrounds 

will need to struggle a lot more.The problem starts right at 

the stage of medical admission. 

• it is very difficult to accept that expensive private medical 

education is useful for the country.  

• Permitting private medical education was clearly a 

concession to powerful pressure groups who sought to 

circumvent the difficult entry barriers to medical education 

by buying their way.  

• These colleges are filled with the children of doctors, 

bureaucrats, businessmen and others who seek the social 

recognition that a medical degree bestows.  

• Anybody with money, irrespective of aptitude, gained entry 

to some of these colleges.  

• Every year the amounts illegally charged rose by leaps and 

bounds. Governments were complicit. This egregious state of 

affairs led to several persons approaching courts. 

Advantage of NEET:  



 

 

• Some semblance of quality has been sought to be 

restored by the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test 

(NEET).  

• Private colleges can no longer admit whoever pays the 

highest even if the examination marks are very low.  

• The rule of reservation is applied after the test scores are 

obtained.  

• Therefore, it satisfies the need for affirmative action.  

• Unlike marks in the twelfth standard, which can be only 

obtained once, NEET offers a candidate the chance of 

another attempt. What the syllabus should be and who 

should conduct the test can be negotiated. 

 

Way forward: 

• It is not sufficient to state what type of doctors should be 

trained. It is necessary also to define where they will be 

employed and who will pay the bills.  

• In short, medical education is the beginning of a process to 

produce a cadre of personnel who need to be deployed 

rationally to achieve the health goals of the country. 

• Inequality among qualified doctors can be changed if the 

government abolishes private practice, institutes universal 

medical care and becomes the employer of all medical 

graduates, similar to the National Health Service of the U.K. 

Conclusion: All medical graduates will be on the same level playing 

field. Patients will benefit a lot. The deprivation of patients in rural 

areas will vanish. Unhealthy competition for patients in urban areas 

will disappear too.  

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

WiFi 
infrastructure  

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Taking WiFi public) 



 

 

 

 

 

Initiative: Recent moves by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 

India (TRAI) to pilot public open WiFi hotspots through a nationwide 

model of pay as you go public data offices (PDOs) is a concerted bid 

to make cheap, fast, and reliable Internet affordable and accessible. 

According to the ‘Public WiFi Open Pilot’ document released by TRAI, 

the PDOs are encouraged to be the kind of spaces where 

“consumption of data for the average Indian becomes as common as 

consuming a cup of hot chai.” 

Lesson learnt: In its plans to swiftly facilitate and scale WiFi 

infrastructure, TRAI is drawing inspiration from the public call office 

(PCO) telephone booths that spawned a communication revolution 

in India. 

About proposal: TRAI harbours similar aspirations for PDOs as 

infrastructural hubs of Internet-related services. It hopes to achieve 

it by championing an open architecture based WiFi Access Network 

Interface (WANI) that would allow any entity to easily set up a WiFi 

access point and sell Internet data in small denominations to 

interested customers.  

Example: Adopting a sachet size strategy, WiFi Dabba, a start-up in 

Bengaluru, has already roped in several bakeries and chaiwallahs in 

the city to retail its pre-paid tokens ranging from ₹2/100 MB to 

₹20/1GB.  

Concern: This makes it worthwhile to interrogate the kind of spaces 

where PDOs are currently being deployed and their claims to being 

‘public’. 

Reason for the above concern: While making Internet access and use 

as commonplace as chai is a laudable agenda, how gender inclusive 

are the spaces that host tea shops and bakeries that are currently 

emerging as favoured locations to host PDOs? By virtue of the 

technology, WiFi signals are bounded by their limited geographical 

reach. This leads to users strategising their use of space and 

clustering around the strongest coverage area to maximise their 

signal strength when they stop or ‘hang out’ to use WiFi. However, it 

is uncommon to find women, even in urban spaces, willing to linger 



 

 

at spaces around the neighbourhood chai tapri or the local bakery — 

sites that are usually recognised as male hangouts. 

Case study: As service providers gear up to set up their PDOs, 

it may serve them well to remain alert to the social 

characteristics of the spaces that they choose. Technology is 

often built and implemented without being adequately 

mindful about the ways in which it will be used or the 

constraints that may inhibit its use. Last year, a rural WiFi 

solutions provider I interviewed in Rajasthan emphasised that 

concerns about gender were completely misplaced because 

owning an Internet enabled device was the only condition to 

be able to use WiFi. 

His belief was contested by young girls in the community who 

regularly accessed Internet on their smartphones. Since the 

girls were financially able and willing to pay for reliable WiFi, 

they wished for hotspots in locations that were also women 

friendly such as the village temple or the girls school instead 

of sites that only privileged the male user. A finding that 

emerged from my fieldwork revealed that while the Internet 

savvy women in the community remained tethered to spotty 

mobile Internet plans that constrained use, the service 

provider was also missing an opportunity to expand his 

customer base by not recognising their needs. 

 

Conclusion: Studies of infrastructure have long recognised that the 

way infrastructures assemble and evolve also create path 

dependencies that newer advances will inherit and build upon. Path 

dependencies include a host of features ranging from technology 

features to social norms and can be both positive and negative. Thus, 

while newer technologies can reap the efficiencies of their 

predecessors, they can equally get mired in the undesirable qualities 

of the old. Overlaying WiFi infrastructure on spaces without fully 

recognising the characteristic of the social life of these sites runs the 

risk of the technology being used in ways that may not really be truly 

inclusive or public. 



 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-Japan 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 India, Japan to diversify defence ties) 

News: India and Japan on Wednesday agreed on a range of 

initiatives to diversify and deepen their defence cooperation. 

Fact:  

• These include anti-submarine warfare, counter-terrorism, 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief and technological 

cooperation. 

• “The Ministers exchanged views and ideas with the aim of 

further strengthening defence and security cooperation 

under the framework of the Japan-India Special Strategic and 

Global Partnership,”  

• On naval cooperation, the two Ministers noted the successful 

conclusion of the Malabar trilateral exercises including the 

U.S. in July. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Employment  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 Centre sets up panel to suggest on new jobs) 

News: The NDA government has constituted a new task force led by 

NITI Aayog vice-chairman Rajiv Kumar to recommend measures to 

increase employment by promoting labour-intensive exports. 

Concern: “While the Indian workforce has high aspirations, a 

majority of the workers are still employed in low-productivity, low-

wage jobs in small, micro and own-account enterprises.  

Need:  



 

 

• An urgent and sustained expansion of the organized sector is 

essential to address India’s unemployment and under-

employment issue,”  

•  “An important strategy is to enable a shift towards more 

labour-intensive goods and services that are destined for 

exports.  

Conclusion: Given the importance of exports in generating jobs, India 

needs to create an environment in which globally competitive 

exporters can emerge and flourish 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 ‘District-wise plan to help boost manufacturing’) 

News: The new commerce and industry minister Suresh Prabhu 

outlined his priorities. About priorities: 

• They include firming up a district-wise industrial investment 

plan to help boost the share of manufacturing in the 

country’s GDP, as well as improving India's economic 

diplomacy to spur exports and investments. 

• His priorities also include addressing challenges being faced 

by exporters owing to the Goods and Services Tax, integrating 

India's exports into the global supply chain, improving 

logistics to reduce transaction costs of exporters and bringing 

out an agricultural export policy. 

• he had held a meeting with ‘Invest India’ (the government's 

investment promotion and facilitation arm), and sought a 

district-wise plan for boosting investments in manufacturing 

and other sectors. “Ultimately every investor makes their 

investments in districts, and base their decisions on factors 

including the district’s human resources, natural resources 

and the law and order situation.”  

• The minister said there would also be a re-evaluation of the 

‘Make In India’ initiative to find out more ways to revitalise 



 

 

manufacturing. He also called for laying emphasis not only on 

the ‘Make in India’ initiative but also on ‘Design In India’ for 

attracting investments. 

 

 

Current affair based question 

Q1. Consider the following statement about kolleru lake: 

1. It is one of the largest freshwater lakes in India located in state of Odisha. 

2. he lake was declared as a wildlife sanctuary under India's Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 

select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None of the above 

Answer b 

Q2. Consider the following statement about tornado: 

1. A tornado is a rapidly rotating column of air that is in contact with both the surface of 

the Earth and a cumulonimbus cloud 

2. the intense low pressure caused by the high wind speeds and rapid rotation usually 

cause water vapor in the air to condense into cloud droplets due to adiabatic cooling. 

This results in the formation of a visible funnel cloud or condensation funnel 

select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None of the above 

Answer c 

Q3. Which of the following committee deal with medical personnel 

1. Bhore Committee  

2. Mudaliar Committee  

3. Shrivastav Committee  

4. Bajaj Committee 

Select the correct code: 

a. 1 and 2 only 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_Protection_Act_of_1972
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumulonimbus_cloud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_vapor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adiabatic_cooling


 

 

b. 1, 2 and 3 

c. 2, 3 and 4 

d. All of the above 

Answer d 

Q4. Which of the following publish world press freedom index? 

a. World bank 

b. IMF 

c. Reporters without border 

d. Press council of India 

Answer c 
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GS:2—IR 

 

India -US 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 U.S. backs sale of fighters to India) 

News: The Trump administration has told the U.S. Congress that it 
“strongly supports” the sale of F-18 and F-16 fighter planes to India, built 
by American companies Boeing and Lockheed Martin respectively. Both 
companies have offered to assemble these planes in India, should New 
Delhi decide to buy them. 

Concern: President Donald Trump is in principle against companies 
relocating facilities abroad and a written submission to a Congressional 
subcommittee by Alice Wells, acting Assistant Secretary of State for 



 

 

South and Central Asian Affairs, clarified the administration’s position 
on the issue. 

Benefit to US:  ‘Ms. Wells mentioned the strategic significance — 
“defence cooperation with India is so vital to U.S. interests because we 
need India to be a net security provider in the Indo-Pacific” — but also 
added that America needs to do more to reduce the deficit. 

Other competitor:  

• F-16 and Gripen, built by Swedish company Saab, are competing 

for the proposed single engine fighter acquisition for the IAF. 

• French Rafale and Boeing’s F/A-18 are competing for the contract 
for the Navy’s twin engine fleet for its aircraft carriers. 

• Lockheed Martin and Tata have formed a joint venture to make F-
16, while Saab announced a JV with the Adani group last week for 
Gripen. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

CIC 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 CIC backlog grows as vacancies go unfilled) 

Issue: There were a whopping 24,302 cases related to information 
appeals pending with the Central Information Commission according to 
the CIC website. 

Situation: This backlog is in spite of the fact that the Commission is 
returning a majority of appeals coming to it, citing lack of documentation, 
premature appeals or forwarding of cases to the relevant State 
Information Commissions. 

Reason: Sources in the CIC blame the lack of sufficient staff strength as 
among the reasons why their backlog is increasing. 

Concern:  

• Right to Information (RTI) activists have been protesting the lack 

of appointments and speedy clearance of information appeals at 
the Commission. 

• In a letter addressed to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, members 
of the National Campaign for People’s Right to Information 
(NCPRI)highlighted the lack of transparency in the process of 
appointment of information commissioners.\ 

About CIC: 



 

 

• The Central Information Commission (CIC) set up under the Right 

to Information Act is the authorised body, established in 2005 
under the Government of India. 

• It acts upon complaints from those individuals who have not been 
able to submit information requests to a Central Public 
Information Officer or State Public Information. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India- Bhutan 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 Debt, project delays worry Bhutan) 

Issue: While the Doklam standoff brought a spotlight on India-Bhutan ties, 
other issues like hydropower project construction need greater focus, said 
senior Bhutanese experts and officials, flagging concerns during a two-day 
conference here. 

Background:  

• In particular, officials involved in the “hydropower committee” set 

up by the Bhutanese government in May this year spoke about the 
emerging challenges from the growing debt burden Bhutan carries 
due to delays in the major hydropower projects. 

About projects: As of July 2017, Bhutan’s debt to India for the three major 
ongoing projects: Mangdechhu, Punatsangchhu 1 and 2 is approximately 
12,300 crore which accounts for 77% of the country’s total debt, and is 
87% of its GDP. 

Another issue: the officials said, has been the fact that India is now a 
power-surplus country, while demand growth has been slower than 
expected. Added to this is the government’s push for other renewable 
energies like wind and solar power. 

Bhutan stand: Among the proposals sent from Thimphu was to undertake 

new projects only after the current ones being executed by the NHPC are 
commissioned, to move from “run of the river” projects now favoured to 
only a few major “reservoir” projects, and to undertake only those that 
come with inter-governmental guarantees rather than joint ventures 
between Indian and Bhutanese entities. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 



 

 

Rohingya 
issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 India keeps off ‘Bali Declaration’) 

News: In a show of solidarity with Myanmar, India refused to be a 

part of a declaration adopted at an international conference here in 

Indonesia as it carried “inappropriate” reference to the violence in 

Rakhine State from where 1,25,000 Rohingya have fled to 

Bangladesh. 

Fact: 

• An Indian Parliamentary delegation, led by Lok Sabha 

Speaker Sumitra Mahajan, dissociated itself from the ‘Bali 

Declaration’ adoped at the ‘World Parliamentary Forum on 

Sustainable Development’ held here.  

• The declaration went on to “call on all parties to contribute 

to the restoration of stability and security, exercise 

maximum self-restraint from using violent means, respect 

the human rights of all people in Rakhine State regardless of 

their faith and ethnicity, as well as facilitate safe access for 

humanitarian assistance.” 

Reasoning by India: 

• “This was in view of the fact that the declaration, which was 

to be adopted at the conclusion of the Forum, was not in line 

with the agreed global principles of ‘sustainable 

development’,” said a press release issued by the Lok Sabha 

Secretariat. 

• India reiterated its stance that the purpose of convening the 

Parliamentary forum was to arrive at a mutual consensus for 

implementation of SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) 

which required inclusive and broad-based development 

processes, it said. 

• “Therefore, the proposed reference to the violence in 

Rakhine State in the declaration was considered as not 

consensus-based and inappropriate,” the release said. 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg13 State laws repugnant to IBC are void: SC) 

News: Provisions of State enactments which hinder the country’s new 
bankruptcy law, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) will be 
declared void, the Supreme Court held. 

Background:  

• In a judgment heralding the IBC as an effective legal framework 
aimed at improving ‘Ease of Doing Business’, held that the 
erstwhile management of a company cannot represent it in court 
once insolvency resolution process has been admitted in the 

National Company Law Tribunal and the management transferred 
to an insolvency professional. 

• “Entrenched managements are no longer allowed to continue in 
management if they cannot pay their debts,” the court held in its 
88-page judgment. 

• The judgment dismissed an appeal by Innoventive Industries, 

represented by senior advocate A.M. Singhvi and advocate Shikhil 
Suri, against insolvency proceedings under the IBC by lender ICICI 
Bank. 

• The company invoked the Maharashtra Relief Undertakings 
(Special Provisions Act) of 1958 against the insolvency resolution 

process under Section 7 of the IBC. 

• In January, the National Company Law Tribunal had already 

dismissed the plea, saying the Code, a parliamentary statute, 
would prevail against the Maharashtra Act. 

• The appellate tribunal, National Company Law Appellate Tribunal, 
had held that Innoventive Industries’ management cannot derive 
any advantage from the Maharashtra Act to stall proceedings 
under the Code. 

• He added that the erstwhile management of the company cannot 
represent its interests once the management was handed over to 
the insolvency professional. 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Vigil on vigilantes) 

Context: It is a telling commentary on our times that it needs 

the Supreme Court to remind those in power that they cannot 

remain silent while vigilantes take the law into their own hands in 

the name of cow protection.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/crackdown-on-cow-vigilantism-supreme-court-to-states/article19629119.ece


 

 

SC guidelines:  

• Sending out a stern message that the time has come to end 

the activities of aggressive gau rakshaks, the court has 

asked the States and Union Territories to appoint nodal 

police officers in each district to crack down on such mobs.  

• The order came after the counsel for Haryana, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra and Rajasthan offered to appoint such district 

nodal officers to check vigilante groups and act promptly 

whenever offences take place.  

Concern:  

• For over a year now, instances of groups beating up and 

even killing persons allegedly suspected of transporting 

cattle or bovine meat have become commonplace.  

• In more than one State, cow ‘protectors’ have legal 

recognition as local laws provide immunity to them if they 

were acting in good faith. The validity of such provisions in 

laws aimed at banning or regulating slaughter of animals 

and protecting the cow may be decided in the course of 

these proceedings. 

Need of hour:  

• Curbing cow vigilantism requires an obvious change in the 

police’s approach to these incidents. In most cases, they 

register cases against the victims for slaughter or theft of 

cattle. Typically, the administration seems eager to 

determine if they were engaged in cow slaughter or 

transportation of bovine meat than in arresting the culprits 

involved in murder and violence.  

Other concern: A related question is whether the Centre ought to 

take recourse to Article 256, which empowers it to issue directions 

to the States, to put an end to the activities of vigilantes, instead of 

shirking its responsibility on the ground that this is essentially a law 

and order issue to be addressed by the States.  



 

 

Way forward:  

• The Centre can no more ignore its credibility deficit because 

of the ruling dispensation’s ideological commitment to cow 

protection.  

• It has to respond meaningfully to the charge that it is soft 

on vigilantism and is keen on pushing animal slaughter rules 

aimed at making life difficult for those engaged in the cattle 

trade for their livelihood.  
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Source—The Hindu (Pg8 social revolution in JAM) 

Govt. stand: PMJDY and the JAM revolution can link all Indians into one 

common financial, economic, and digital space. The suggestion of equality as a 

criterion of governance that is conveyed by this is to be welcomed 

About JAM: JAM, deriving from Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile, combines bank 

accounts for the poor, direct transfer of benefits into these accounts and 

the facility of making financial payments through mobile phones.  

Benefit of JAM:  

Aadhaar ensure that benefits reach the poor and enabling them to make 

payments through ordinary mobile phones. 

It eliminates the leakage in the transfer of welfare payments and enabling the 

poor to have bank accounts 

Other initiative: For furthering the latter the government has devised 

the Bharat Interface for Money (BHIM) app. 

Countering govt. stand: 

Having a bank account and access to reliable electronic payments system, is not 

the same as economic inclusion. 

Inclusion would entail equal access to opportunities for earning a livelihood. 

This in turn implies employment opportunities. 

Demand for labour exists only when there is demand for goods and services 



 

 

Even when the demand for labour exists, potential workers must be endowed 

with the capabilities to take advantage of the opportunity offered 

The potential of the JAM trinity for bringing about either of these conditions 

for economic inclusion is limited. 

Lack of producer services 

Economic reforms of 1991 largely focused on liberalisation of the policy 

regime. It meant to make it easier for firms to produce, exposing them to 

international competition with a view to increasing efficiency in the economy. 

Ecosystem of production requires access that firms have to producer 

servicesranging from water supply to waste management. Producer 

services require large capital outlay, often deterring private firms. 

Concern: Even when producer units employ workers they are poorly 

capitalised, making it impossible for them to generate producer services 

themselves. 

Need: Thus the public provision of producer services should be an essential 

part of public policy. 

Way forward:  

We have to equip all individuals with the essential capabilities. For this, 

society must have a minimum, universal health and education infrastructure 

accessible to all. 

Current situation: Recent weeks witnessed governance failure on a 

major scale in many parts of the country. In U.P.’s Gorakhpur district 

children have died because the hospital is not able to maintain a 

steady supply of oxygen, Delhi’s suburb of Ghazipur a garbage 

mountain came crashing down, again causing death and disruption. 

Need: Building capabilities require committing resources to building the 

requisite social and physical infrastructure and investing time to govern its 

functioning 

Other concern: Private investment in India has declined steadily over the 

past few years. 

Overall growth had however been maintained, partly through the demand 

generating impact of public investment. But now even growth appears to 

be stalling 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg9 demonetisation: now a proven failiure) 

LEFT VIEWS:  Demonetisation as a means of tackling the black 

economy was destined to fail.  

Reason:  

• It was carried out on the incorrect premise that black money 

means cash.  

• It was thought that if cash was squeezed out, the black 

economy would be eliminated.  

• But cash is only one component of black wealth: about 1% of 

it.  

Data: It has now been confirmed that 98.8% of demonetised 

currency has come back to the Reserve Bank of India. Further, of the 

₹16,000 crore that is still out, most of it is accounted for. In brief, 

not even 0.01% of black money has been extinguished. 

Analysis:  

• Origin of Black money: it is a result of black income 

generation. This is produced by various means which are not 

affected by the one-shot squeezing out of cash. Any black 

cash squeezed out by demonetisation would then quickly get 

regenerated. So, there is little impact of demonetisation on 

the black economy, on either wealth or incomes. 

• Changing goalposts: The government is highly embarrassed, 

and to cover it up, it has again changed the goalpost. It now 

argues that it is good that black money has been deposited 

in the banks because those depositing it can now be caught. 

But the government had tried to prevent people from 

depositing demonetised currency by changing rules during 

the 50-day period. It is now fighting hard in the Supreme 

Court against giving one more chance to deposit the 



 

 

demonetised notes that may have been left with the old and 

the infirm.  

• Govt. stand: The government changed the goalpost earlier in 

November 2016 when it suggested that the real aim of 

demonetisation was a cashless society. Now it says that idle 

money has come into the system, the cash-to-GDP ratio will 

decline, the tax base will expand, and so on. But none of 

these required demonetisation and could and should have 

been implemented independently. Further, anticipating the 

failure of demonetisation in 2016 itself, the government 

started saying that demonetisation is only one of the many 

steps to tackle the black economy. 

• Counter view: The government’s argument that cash coming 

back to the banks will enable it to catch the generators of 

black income, and there will be formalisation of the 

economy, does not hold. Much of the cash in the system is 

held by the tens of millions of businesses as working capital 

and by the more than 25 crore households that need it for 

their day-to-day transactions. 

Challenge before auth.:  

• So, large deposits by businesses do not automatically 

become black.  

• The Income Tax department has to prove that the sums 

deposited resulted from generation of black income.  

• But it does not have the resources for dealing with lakhs of 

tax payers. 

• Concern: According to the Finance Minister, big data 

analytics would track black money holders who have 

deposited cash in their bank accounts. During the Income 

Declaration Scheme in 2016, the same was said. Nothing 

came of it and demonetisation was announced. 

Conclusion:  

• The big failure of demonetisation is that it was carried out 

without preparation and caused big losses to the 



 

 

unorganised sector. This has not been factored into the 

recent data on growth rate, so the loss to the economy 

would be in lakhs of crores of rupees. Farmers, traders and 

the youth are all agitating. 

• The black economy needs to be tackled, but demonetisation 

is not the way. The brunt of this move has been borne by 

those who never had any black money. The note shortage is 

slowly waning and the long-term economic and social effects 

are becoming evident. 

Right views:   

Justifying need of demonetisation step: 

• For India to achieve prosperity for all, three ingredients are 

essential: a transparent, effective government, flourishing of 

competitive free markets, and huge investment in the poor. 

•  In 2012, two decades after liberalisation unleashed 

significant gains, the very foundation of future prosperity 

was under threat.  

• Corruption had made the government dysfunctional, crony 

capitalists flourished at the expensive of honest 

entrepreneurs, and rampant tax evasion meant that the 

state did not have enough money to invest in uplifting the 

capabilities of its most vulnerable citizens.  

• It would have needed a major disruption to make a clear 

break from the ancien regime. Demonetisation did just that. 

• There were always going to be costs in the short run — 

people would be short of currency, businesses would be 

disrupted, consumption would fall, and GDP growth would 

take a hit.  

• Critics are making much ado about the fact that 99% of the 

demonetised currency made its way into bank accounts 

rather than bonfires. This is hardly surprising, especially after 

the government announced the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 

Yojana where cash could be declared, deposited, and a hefty 

penalty paid.  



 

 

• And for those determined to deposit their illicit wealth 

without disclosure, the cash has not become white. It will be 

scrutinised by the tax authorities and penalties levied. 

• Move to a cashless economy: The other significant gain 

which has begun to accrue, and will gather momentum, is 

the move to a cashless economy. In the long run, a move 

away from the use of cash is the surest way of curbing the 

black economy 

Conclusion: Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government has 

launched a multipronged attack on corruption and black money. 

Government discretion has been reduced particularly in the 

allocation of natural resources. There is a concerted attempt to 

improve ease of doing business, and technology is being used to 

deliver public services without leakages. It is far too early to write-

off any of these efforts, and demonetisation. There is a future 

beyond the present. 

Centre view:  

• Any policy has to be judged in terms of its original intention.  

• It may later have all kinds of side-effects, positive and 

negative, but nevertheless the touchstone is its original 

intent.  

• The original intent of demonetisation was to address the 

issue of black money, or what the Prime Minister called kala 

dhan.  

Why failiure? : 

• There is enough work that suggests that people with black 

money hold a very small proportion of it in cash. Most of it is 

usually invested in gold, or real estate, or in the stock 

market, or abroad, and the share of black cash is 6% of the 

total black economy. So, the policy was at variance with the 

intent ab initio. 

• Mr. Modi did talk about demonetisation as a way of 

addressing the large number of fake currency notes 



 

 

circulating in the economy. That time the estimate was ₹400 

crore. Even here the intent was based on a false premise. As 

it turned out, it was closer to ₹40 crore. However, this 

premise was based on statistical studies of fake currency, so 

one cannot fault the Prime Minister. 

• Conclusion: Nonetheless, these two, and their linkage to 

terrorism, were the main components of the reason for 

demonetisation, and the outcomes for both of them in terms 

of the way they were articulated are abysmal. 

Other issue: Then the goalposts started shifting when it became 

apparent that the main reason was not justified by what was 

happening. First it was cashless, then less cash economy, then 

formalisation of the economy. The final step was in saying this 

would give IT authorities the information to go after people who 

had deposited black money. 

Analysis:  

• As far as all these secondary objectives are concerned, one 

would have to take stock of them only as things pan out 

since these are part of longer-term phenomena.  

• Let’s first take the issue of a cashless economy or less cash 

economy. There are two ways this can happen.  

• The first is a shift in payment patterns. There was certainly 

evidence that the number of electronic transactions went 

up. But after the money supply started coming back to some 

semblance of normal, those dropped. Whether Indians have 

changed the way they make payments is questionable. 

• Then there is the issue of identifying the holders of black 

money. When people put money into the bank, something 

that is anonymous gets tagged with their name. However, 

not all of that money deposited is black. Perfectly white cash 

holdings were common.  

• To able to distinguish the black from the non-black would be 

the responsibility of the IT authorities. They have to analyse 



 

 

the deposits and correlate them with the tax payment 

records, which is relatively easy to do.  

• What is difficult is to establish is whether the person 

depositing the cash was liable to pay tax in the first place. 

Impact: 

• What I find objectionable and worrying is that all of us have 

vilified the RBI and the banking system, neither of which had 

any prior warning about what was going to happen. The RBI 

tried its best, but its reputation has taken a serious beating. 

• On the other hand, what has the IT department done in the 

last eight months? Questions need to be posed to the IT 

authorities whether the whole demonetisation episode is 

not to be an unmitigated disaster. 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg9 For a robust data protection regime) 

Context: On July 31, the government set up a five-member 

committee chaired by former Supreme Court judge, Justice (retd.) 

B.N. Srikrishna, to draw up a draft Data Protection Bill.  

Analysis: 

• The Bill, if made law, will be India’s first exclusive statute 

providing protection to online users’ personal data from 

breach by state and non-state players. 

• The office memorandum of the Srikrishna Committee notes 

that the “government is cognisant of the growing 

importance of data protection in India.  

• The need to ensure growth of the digital economy while 

keeping personal data of citizens secure and protected is of 

utmost importance.” 

Background:  



 

 

• The recent privacy judgment highlights the committee’s role 

in evolving a “robust data protection regime”.  

• The court recognised the government’s efforts to initiate the 

process of reviewing the entire area of data protection. It 

observes that “it would be appropriate to leave the matter 

for expert determination...” 

• The government has undertaken in the court that the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology would 

work with the panel and hand over all necessary information 

to it within the next eight weeks, after which the latter will 

start its deliberations. The committee is expected to submit 

its report soon. 

Fact: One of the primary guiding factors for the committee would be 

the exhaustive report submitted in October 2012 by a group of 

experts on privacy led by former Delhi High Court Chief Justice A.P. 

Shah, which was constituted by the erstwhile Planning Commission. 

Both the government and the court have agreed that this would be 

the “conceptual foundation for legislation protecting privacy” in the 

form of the new Data Protection Bill. 

About bill: The new Bill would be based on five salient features: 

technological neutrality and interoperability with international 

standards; multi-dimensional privacy; horizontal applicability to 

state and non-state entities; conformity with privacy principles; and 

a co-regulatory enforcement regime. 

Suggestion:  

• The Justice Shah group had emphasised on taking the 

informed and individual consent of users before the 

collection of their personal data.  

• It had proposed giving users prior notice of information 

practices, providing them with choices, and collection of only 

limited data necessary for the purpose for which it is 

collected.  



 

 

• If there is a change of purpose, it must be notified to the 

individual. 

• Most importantly, the report proposed access for users to 

their personal information held by a data controller. 

•  Users should be able to seek correction, amendments, or 

deletion of inaccurate information. 
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Source—The Indian express (Calling black white) 

Context: Minister Narendra Modi had promised that the demonetisation 

pain would last only for 50 days, but would benefit the country 

enormously in the future. But RBI has admitted that almost 99 per cent 

of the Rs 15.44 lakh crore of the demonetised currency returned to its 

coffers 

Those favouring demonetisation: 

• They portray the return of the notes as a success. 

• They claim that those with black money were forced to deposit 
their illegal hoards in the banks and they can now be caught by 
the tax department and made to pay additional taxes and would 
expand the tax base. 

• They argue that the idle black money is now in the banks and 
that would lead to efficiency because the cash-to-GDP ratio 
would decline. 

• They believe there is a formalisation of the informal 
economy and that the economy is moving towards a less cash 
economy. 

Impact of demonetisation: 

• A large number of those who never generated any black money 
were put to tremendous hardship. They lost jobs and had to 
stand in queues for days to withdraw their own money. 

• Trade and businesses suffered. 

• People were forced to return to their villages because they lost 
jobs in the cities. 

• Routine banking could not be done and the aged faced 
enormous hardship.  



 

 

• In contrast, the well-off never stood in queues because they had 
customer relations managers who helped them deposit and 
withdraw cash. 

Concern: Some of the money deposited may have been black, but it is 

hard to tell whether the currency was black or white.  Argument that 

those who deposited their black money will henceforth be in the tax net 

is incorrect. It is unclear how many new tax payers have been 

discovered.  

Reason: Black cash is less than 1 per cent of the black wealth, actual 

effect is far less than that because 99 per cent of that one per cent is 

back.  Credit off-take from banks is at a historic low because demand is 

short. 

Way forward: More digitisation, less cash economy, expansion of tax 

base via more raids, closing down shell companies and catching benami 

property could have been implemented independent of demonetisation 
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Source—The Indian express (Covering The Tracks) 

Context: Why is Indian Railway not able to safely carry trains at 100 to 

130 km/hr when railways elsewhere are carrying trains at a much higher 

speeds of 160 to 200km/hr? 

Possible reason behind the recent accident near Khatauli station on 19 

august 

• One of the most possible reason behind this accident 
is the excessive over-utilisation of the lines. The section where 
the accident occurred carries 35 trains a day against a capacity of 
25 trains 

• Reportedly, block (temporary suspension of traffic) for carrying 
out repairs to a broken rail was refused. The maintenance 
staff started the repairs just when the train approached the site 
at full speed and derailed 

Data on excessive Utilisation: According to the latest 

data, utilisation exceeds the capacity on 65 per cent of busy routes. It 

is 120 per cent to 150 per cent on 32 per cent of the routes, 

and utilisation exceeds 150 per cent on 9 per cent of the routes 



 

 

Need: For optimal performance, utilisation should be 80 to 90 per cent 

of the capacity 

Consequences of the Excessive Utilisation: Over-utilisation is leaving 

little time for safety inspections and essential maintenance of track and 

other infrastructure as well as the rolling stock 

The Way Forward 

• Indian Railways has remained stuck at 130 km/hr since 1969. It’s 
time to shift focus to the core network that carries more than 80 
per cent of the total traffic 

• The upgrading the trunk routes which were 
repeatedly deferred should be undertaken on a priority basis   
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Source—The Indian express (IT & BPO sector: ‘Automation may eat away 35% 

low-skilled jobs by 2022’) 

News: With rising adoption of automation and artificial intelligence, number 

of low-skilled workers in India’s IT & BPO sector are expected to witness a 35 

per cent decrease by 2022, according to a report by US-based firm HfS 

Research. 

Concern:  

From 2.4 million low-skilled workers in these sectors in 2016, the growing 

adoption of automation could cause the number of jobs to fall to 1.7 million in 

2022. 

Nasscom, had earlier said that its members and their employees need to “re-

skill or perish” considering the challenges on account of automation. 

HfS Research noted that the number of medium skilled jobs and high-skilled 

jobs are expected to grow, albeit marginally. 

Need of the future: New skills such as big data analytics, cloud and cyber-

security services, internet-of-things, among others as areas that would create 

job roles going ahead. 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Unruly fliers now face lifetime ban) 

News: Air passengers can now be banned for a lifetime for unruly 

behaviour on flights by both domestic and foreign airlines, the 

Union government announced. 

Guidelines: 

• The unruly passenger will be put on a no-fly list, which will 

be made public and maintained by the Directorate General 

of Civil Aviation (DGCA). 

• The ban will range between three months and a lifetime 

depending upon the gravity of the offence. 

• For physical gestures, verbal harassment and being unruly 

while inebriated, there will be a ban on passengers for up 

to three months; for physically abusive behaviour including 

pushing, kicking, hitting or sexual harassment, up to six 

months; and for life-threatening behaviour the ban may 

range from two years to a lifetime. 

• In case a passenger is a repeat offender, the duration of 

the flying ban will be twice that of his previous ban, 

according to the DGCA rules. 

• “The no-fly list provisions will be applicable with 

immediate effect to all citizens. The no-fly ban will be in 

addition to any statutory legal action that can be taken 

against the offender under existing laws 

• The list will be applicable only for on-board behaviour of 

the passengers. Unruly behaviour on airport premises will 



 

 

be dealt with by security agencies under applicable penal 

provisions 

Procedure:  

• Airlines, on receiving complaint of unruly behaviour by the 

pilot-in-command, will refer the matter to an internal 

committee chaired by a retired district and sessions judge.  

• The committee will include a representative each from 

different airline and passenger associations or consumer 

forums. 

• The internal committee will decide the quantum of ban 

based on evidence produced by both airline and 

passenger, including eye-witnesses, within a period of 30 

days, failing which the passenger will be free to fly. 

• The passenger will not be allowed to fly till the decision of 

the internal committee. However, there will be no 

compensation in case the allegations by the airlines are 

proven wrong. 

• However, other airlines will not be bound by the no-fly list 

of an airline, the Ministry of Civil Aviation said. Aggrieved 

passengers can appeal within 60 days to an Appellate 

Committee, constituted by the Ministry of Civil Aviation 

and chaired by a High Court judge. 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg6 All that data that Aadhaar captures) 

Issue: Predictably enough, the recent Supreme Court order 

affirming that privacy is a fundamental right sent Aadhaar’s public-

relations machine into damage control mode.  

Govt. stand:  Ajay Bhushan Pandey, CEO of the Unique 

Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), suddenly asserted, “The 

Aadhaar Act is based on the premise that privacy is a fundamental 

right.” He also clarified that the judgment would not affect 

Aadhaar as the required safeguards were already in place. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/privacy-is-a-fundamental-right-under-article-21-rules-supreme-court/article19551224.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/deadline-for-aadhaar-pan-linkage-to-stay-uidai-chief/article19559580.ece


 

 

Concern: The fact of the matter is that Aadhaar, in its current 

form, is a major threat to the fundamental right to privacy. The 

nature of this threat, however, is poorly understood. 

Situation: There is a common perception that the main privacy 

concern with Aadhaar is the confidentiality of the Central 

Identities Data Repository (CIDR). This is misleading for two 

reasons. One is that the CIDR is not supposed to be inaccessible. 

On the contrary, the Aadhaar Act 2016 puts in place a framework 

for sharing most of the CIDR information. The second reason is 

that the biggest danger, in any case, lies elsewhere. 

About act: 

• To understand this, it helps to distinguish between three 

different types of private information: biometric 

information, identity information and personal 

information.  

• The first two are formally defined in the Aadhaar Act, and 

protected to some extent. Aadhaar’s biggest threat to 

privacy, however, relates to the third type of information. 

• In the Aadhaar Act, biometric information essentially refers 

to photograph, fingerprints and iris scan, though it may 

also extend to “other biological attributes of an individual” 

specified by the UIDAI. The term “core biometric 

information” basically means biometric information minus 

photograph, but it can be modified once again at the 

discretion of the UIDAI. 

• Identity information has a wider scope. It includes 

biometric information but also a person’s Aadhaar number 

as well as the demographic characteristics that are 

collected at the time of Aadhaar enrolment, such as name, 

address, date of birth, phone number, and so on. 

• The term “personal information” (not used in the Act) can 

be understood in a broader sense, which includes not only 

identity information but also other information about a 

person, for instance where she travels, whom she talks to 



 

 

on the phone, how much she earns, what she buys, her 

Internet browsing history, and so on. 

• Coming back to privacy, one obvious concern is the 

confidentiality of whatever personal information an 

individual may not wish to be public or accessible to 

others. The Aadhaar Act puts in place some safeguards in 

this respect, but they are restricted to biometric and 

identity information. 

• The strongest safeguards in the Act relate to core 

biometric information. That part of the CIDR, where 

identity information is stored, is supposed to be 

inaccessible except for the purpose of biometric 

authentication.  

Concern: There is a view that, in practice, the biometric 

database is likely to be hacked sooner or later. Be that as 

it may, the UIDAI can at least be credited with trying to 

keep it safe, as it is bound to do under the Act. 

 

• That does not apply, however, to identity information as a 

whole. Far from protecting your identity information, the 

Aadhaar Act puts in place a framework to share it with 

“requesting entities”.  

• The core of this framework lies in Section 8 of the Act, 

which deals with authentication. Section 8 underwent a 

radical change when the draft of the Act was revised.  

Background: In the initial scheme of things, 

authentication involved nothing more than a Yes/No 

response to a query as to whether a person’s Aadhaar 

number matches her fingerprints (or possibly, other 

biometric or demographic attributes). In the final version 

of the Act, however, authentication also involves a 

possible sharing of identity information with the 

requesting entity. For instance, when you go through 

Aadhaar-based biometric authentication to buy a SIM 

card from a telecom company, the company typically 



 

 

gains access to your demographic characteristics from 

the CIDR. Even biometric information other than core 

biometric information (which means, as of now, 

photographs) can be shared with a requesting entity. 

• Section 8, of course, includes some safeguards against 

possible misuse of identity information. A requesting entity 

is supposed to use identity information only with your 

consent, and only for the purpose mentioned in the 

consent statement.  

Concern: But who reads the fine print of the terms and 

conditions before ticking or clicking a consent box? 

• There is another important loophole: the Aadhaar Act 

includes a blanket exemption from the safeguards 

applicable to biometric and identity information on 

“national security” grounds. Considering the elastic nature 

of the term, this effectively makes identity information 

accessible to the government without major restrictions. 

Issue related to personal information:  

Concern: A bigger danger is that Aadhaar is a tool of 

unprecedented power for mining and collating personal 

information. Further, there are few safeguards in the Aadhaar Act 

against this potential invasion of privacy. 

An example may help. Suppose that producing your 

Aadhaar number (with or without biometric authentication) 

becomes mandatory for buying a railway ticket — not a far-

fetched assumption. With computerised railway counters, 

this means that the government will have all the details of 

your railway journeys, from birth onwards. The government 

can do exactly what it likes with this personal information 

— the Aadhaar Act gives you no protection, since this is not 

“identity information”. 

• The chain, of course, can be extended to other “Aadhaar-

enabled” databases accessible to the government — 

school records, income-tax records, pension records, and 

so on. Aadhaar enables the government to collect and 



 

 

collate all this personal information with virtually no 

restrictions. 

• Indeed, many State governments (aside from the Central 

government) are already on the job, under the State 

Resident Data Hub (SRDH) project, which “integrates all 

the departmental databases and links them with Aadhaar 

number”, according to the SRDH websites. The Madhya 

Pradesh website goes further, and projects SRDH as “the 

single source of truth for the entire state” — nothing less. 

The door to state surveillance is wide open. 

Question raised:  

• What about private agencies? Their access to multiple 

databases is more restricted, but some of them do have 

access to a fair amount of personal information from their 

own databases. To illustrate, Reliance Jio is in possession of 

identity information for more than 100 million Indians, 

harvested from the CIDR when they authenticate 

themselves to buy a Jio SIM card. This database, combined 

with the records of Jio applications (phone calls, 

messaging, entertainment, online purchases, and more) is 

a potential gold mine — a dream for “big data” analysts. It 

is not entirely clear what restrictions the Aadhaar Act 

imposes, in practice, on the use of this database. 

Conclusion: In short, far from being “based on the premise 

that privacy is a fundamental right”, Aadhaar is the anti-thesis 

of the right to privacy. Perhaps further safeguards can be put 

in place, but Aadhaar’s fundamental power as a tool for mining 

personal information is bound to be hard to restrain. The very 

foundation of Aadhaar needs to be reconsidered in the light of 

the Supreme Court judgment. 
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Health  Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Indicators that matter) 



 

 

 

 

 

Issue: The deaths of more than 70 children in one hospital in 

Gorakhpur and 49 in Farrukhabad, both in Uttar Pradesh recently, 

reflect the appalling state of public health in India.  

Concern:  

• However, it needs to be remembered that India’s public 

health-care sector has been ailing for decades.  

• According to the latest Global Burden of Disease Study, 

India has the 154th rank, much below China, Sri Lanka and 

Bangladesh. 

• Though ‘health’ is a State subject, States have been 

reducing their health-care spending efforts in relation to 

total government spending.  

• In 2013-14, the per capita public expenditure on health in 

U.P. was Rs. 452. 

•  The number of primary health centres, went down from 

3,808 in 2002 to 3,497 in 2015.  

• These statistics show that health has never been a political 

priority in the State.  

Current situation: The patterns of public expenditure on health 

show that the provisioning of curative care through hospitals 

received disproportionate policy significance, ignoring 

overwhelming evidence that it is preventive health care and public 

health actions that have brought down periodic episodes of 

infectious disease outbreaks or epidemics.  

Other concern:  

• Health care continues to be treated like any other private 

good in this country, although it has certain features that 

make it on a par with a public good. That is why instead of 

leaving it to the ‘invisible hand’ of the market, 

governments around the world became deeply involved in 

health care.  

• As public health-care provisioning becomes more limited 

and the quality of services deteriorates, people are left 

with no option but to seek services from private providers, 

knowing well that the end result could be financially 



 

 

ruinous. Every year, around 60 million people become 

impoverished through paying health-care bills in India. 

Worse, more than a fifth of people do not seek health care, 

despite being unwell, because of their inability to pay for 

it. 

International experience:  

• Scientific discoveries, technological improvements and 

government efforts to improve sanitation and hygiene 

have successfully controlled infectious diseases globally.  

• After World War II, most governments in Europe became 

extensively involved in health care. A notable example is 

the National Health Service, a publicly funded health-care 

system in the U.K., set up in 1948. Government health 

spending now accounts for 80-90% of total health 

expenditure in most countries of the European Union; 

public expenditure contributes to less than 30% of the 

total health expenditure in India. 

• The experience from other nations that have done 

relatively well in health suggests that political commitment 

to health is a prerequisite for improving the health 

scenario of any country. Thailand, Cuba or Costa Rica have 

achieved universal health care, although they have taken 

different routes. Thailand has made quality health care a 

constitutionally guaranteed right, having undertaken 

structural reforms in the health sector to achieve goals 

stated in the Health Act. Even before it started reforms to 

attain universal health coverage, it began massive 

investments to build public health facilities in rural areas. 

• Cuba did the same thing many decades ago. Health care is 

a right there and the government assumes the fiscal and 

administrative responsibility of ensuring access to free 

health care. The health indicators of Cuba are similar to 

that of developed countries. With an infant mortality rate 

of 4.2 per thousand births, this socialist country is among 

the top three performers in the world. But this was not the 



 

 

scenario five decades ago. In 1959, the infant mortality 

rate in rural areas was 100 per thousand live births and 

half of Cuba’s doctors and hospital beds were in Havana. 

The rural areas had all the problems that U.P. and other 

underdeveloped States in India still have. However, Cuba’s 

health-care system has become a model for other 

countries. This was made possible as the country’s 

leadership recognised the importance of public health and 

developing a health-care system based on preventive 

medicine and not curative care. 

Conclusion: If we want the people of this country to enjoy a health 

status that is commensurate with that of their counterparts from 

other middle-income countries and in the region, not only should 

there be more resources available for health, but also the 

government’s approach towards health needs to be radically 

changed. 
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Rohingya issue 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Nowhere people) 

Issue: India took extraordinary care to stay on Myanmar’s right side 

this week by resisting any show of sympathy to the Rohingya people.  

Govt. stand:  

• On his first bilateral visit to the country, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said he shared the Myanmar government’s 
concerns about “extremist violence” in Rakhine state, which 
has seen unprecedented violence over the past fortnight. 

• Meanwhile, at the World Parliamentary Forum on Sustainable 
Development, Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan abstained 
from the Bali Declaration because of a reference to “violence in 
Rakhine state”.  

Analysis: 

• New Delhi has traditionally been wary of internationalising 
the internal affairs of its neighbours; on Myanmar, it has 
concerns about keeping the country from spinning back into 
the Chinese orbit.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-shares-myanmars-concerns-over-extremist-violence-in-rakhine-state-modi/article19630495.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-shares-myanmars-concerns-over-extremist-violence-in-rakhine-state-modi/article19630495.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bali-action-puts-india-on-other-side-of-debate/article19646341.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bali-action-puts-india-on-other-side-of-debate/article19646341.ece


 

 

• But India must adopt a humane position when dealing with 
a refugee population that is stateless and has no place to 
call home.  

Background: This week, when the matter of Rohingya refugees now in 

India came up for hearing in the Supreme Court, government counsel 

refused to guarantee they would not be deported. This was in line with 

the government’s indication to Parliament last month that all illegal 

immigrants, including the Rohingya, who number around 40,000, will 

be deported.  

Current situation:  

• The Rohingya have been the ultimate nowhere people since 
1982, when a Burmese law rendered them stateless, with the 
government arguing that they are Bengali.  

• Violence has targeted them in phases, most notably beginning 
in 2012 when inter-religious conflict forced them out in the 
thousands.  

• In 2014, the Burmese census refused to enumerate the 
Rohingya, giving them only the option to identify themselves as 
Bengali. 

•  It is an irony that the period of Myanmar’s transition to 
democracy, that too on Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s watch, has coincided with the most heartless alienation of 
the Rohingya.  

Concern: A UN report has called them victims of “crimes against 

humanity”, while Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu has referred 

to the violence as “ethnic cleansing”.  

Question raised: This backdrop should worry Delhi, not just 

because its official stance is casting it on the wrong side of the 

humane position, but also because its deportation plans are 

perceived as being drawn by the sectarian pulls of domestic 

politics. And as a regional power, India must answer the question: 

if it is driving out a stateless people, where does it hope to send 

them? 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/india-to-deport-all-rohingyas-rijiju/article19493998.ece
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Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Bali action puts India on other side of the Rohingya 

debate) 

News: India’s decision to reject a joint statement by the World 

Parliamentary Forum in Indonesia, that included references to 

human rights in Myanmar in its ‘Bali declaration’, was a major 

show of support for the Suu Kyi government just hours after Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi ended his bilateral visit there.  

Issue: The move, however, has put India on the other side of the 

Rohingya refugee debate from Myanmar’s other neighbours and 

countries in the region. 

Fact: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Sri 

Lanka were all among countries that joined the Bali declaration at 

Nusa Dua, that India disassociated from, according to Indonesian 

officials. 

Rationale: In their explanation, the Indian delegation headed by 

Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan had said the reference to 

Myanmar had been “proposed at the eleventh hour” and was 

unjustified as the Parliamentary forum was meant to focus on 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and not a particular 

country. 
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Nepal-china 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 Nepal, China discuss railway connectivity project) 

News: Nepal began talks about a railway connectivity project with 

China. Deputy Prime Minister of Nepal Krishna Bahadur Mahara, 

who visited Beijing, held talks with top Chinese decision-makers 

and said that the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) opens up the 

railway connectivity project as a national priority of Nepal. 

Fact: 



 

 

• Both sides agreed to take necessary measures to carry out 

technical study of the project,” said a press release from 

Nepal’s embassy in Beijing. 

• Nepal’s strong support to China’s Belt and Road Initiative.” 

• Apart from the talk on railways, both sides also sealed an 

agreement on energy cooperation.  

• A third agreement signed opened up Nepal’s tourism 

sector for greater Chinese investment. 

Context: The agreements came two days after China held the 

BRICS summit and indicate Nepal’s desire to reach out to Chinese 

and Eastern markets as an alternative to India. 
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Mitigation 
technology  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 India could embrace CO2 capture technology) 

News: India will explore the possibility of introducing technologies 

for capturing carbon dioxide emitted while burning coal and other 

fossil fuels,  

Fact:  

• A lot of advanced research in the area, of late, has been 

focussing on capturing carbon dioxide emissions from 

sources like coal-fired power plants, to either reuse or 

store it so it will not enter the atmosphere.  

• CO2 has commercial and industrial uses, particularly for 

Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR) in depleting oil fields.  

• Carbon dioxide has the ability to change the properties of 

oil and make it easier to extract. 

• The International Energy Agency’s Green House Gas 

Research and Development initiative organises the annual 

Post Combustion Carbon Conference, which is currently in 

session in Birmingham, in the State of Alabama. 
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Telecom sector 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 IMG proposals: Telecom panel seeks clarification) 

News: The Telecom Commission (TC) sought clarification from the 

inter-ministerial group (IMG), looking into the financial stress in 

the sector, on some of its recommendations, including extending 

the timeline for deferred spectrum payment by telcos to 16 years 

against 10 years at the present. 

Clarification and more details on some of the recommendations: 

mainly on the deferred payment period for spectrum bought as 

well replacing PLR with MCLR 

suggestion: The IMG had suggested shifting from prime lending 

rate (PLR) to marginal cost of funds-based lending rate (MCLR) for 

interest and penalty payments with regard to licence fee and 

spectrum usage charges. 

Fact: The TC cleared a project to provide mobile coverage in 

North-Eastern states under which about 3,835 telecom towers will 

be set up in 4,502 unconnected villages in various states, except 

Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. Bharti Airtel and its subsidiary 

had won the tender for this project. 
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source of 
energy  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg18 Scientists make fuel from oxygen in air) 

News: Scientists have found a way to produce methanol — an 

important chemical often used as fuel in vehicles — using oxygen 

in the air, an advance that may lead to cleaner, greener industrial 

processes worldwide. 

Fact: Methanol is currently produced by breaking down natural 

gas at high temperatures into hydrogen gas and carbon monoxide 

before reassembling them — expensive and energy-intensive 

processes known as ‘steam reforming’ and ‘methanol synthesis.’ 

About discovery:  

• However, researchers from Cardiff University in the U.K. 

have discovered they can produce methanol from methane 



 

 

through simple catalysis that allows methanol production 

at low temperatures using oxygen and hydrogen peroxide. 

• The findings, published in the journal Science , have major 

implications for cleaner, greener industrial processes 

worldwide. 

• “The quest to find a more efficient way of producing 

methanol is a hundred years old. Our process uses oxygen — 

effectively a ‘free’ product in the air around us — and 

combines it with hydrogen peroxide at mild temperatures 

which require less energy 
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Man-animal 
conflict 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Terms of co-existence) 

News: The regional plan was recently inaugurated by the wildlife 

wardens of Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal 

which  requires their departments to come together, for the first time, 

to resolve a problem 

Fact: These five states have about 10 per cent of the 

country’s elephant populationbut account for over 50 per cent of 

deaths due to human-elephant conflict 

Reason for man-animal conflict: With 

forests thinning out, elephants in most parts of 

the country have dispersed into areas with high density of human 

population. This migration has meant 

that humans and elephants compete for the same resources 

About Plan 

• The new plan divides elephant habitats into three zones: 
(1) Areas with forest cover sufficient enough to conserve 
elephants 
(2) habitats where humans and animals will co-exist 
(3) “elephant removal zones” in agricultural areas 

• In the agricultural areas, the plan envisages 
capturing the animals and removing them to other forest areas 

• And if that fails, keeping some of the animals in captivity 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current affair based question 

 

Q1. Consider the following statement about a no-fly list: 

1. Airlines, on receiving complaint of unruly behaviour by the pilot-in-command, 

will refer the matter to an internal committee chaired by a retired district and 

sessions judge.  

2. The internal committee will decide the quantum of ban based on evidence 

produced by both airline and passenger, including eye-witnesses, within a 

period of 30 days, failing which the passenger will be free to fly. 
Select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

Answer c 

 

Q2. Consider the following statement about the Aadhaar Act: 

1. In the Aadhaar Act, core biometric information essentially refers to photograph, 

fingerprints and iris scan 

2. According to the act, biometric information other than core biometric information  

can be shared with a requesting entity. 

Select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

Answer b 

 

Q3. Which of the following capture carbon: 

1. subsurface saline aquifers 

2. reservoirs 

3. ocean water 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saline_water
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquifer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean_water


 

 

4. aging oil fields 

select the correct code: 

1. 1 and 2 onlu 

2. 2, 3 and 4 

3. All of the above 

4. 1,3 and 4 

Answer c 

 

Q4. Consider the following statement about elephants: 

1. In Asian elephants, only males carry tusks. 

2. India, Vietnam, and Myanmar have banned capture in order to conserve their wild 

herds 

Select the correct statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

Answer c 

 

Q5. Consider the following statement: 

1. According to the latest Global Burden of Disease Study, India has the 154th rank. 

2. Health is a concurrent subject. 

Select the incorrect statement: 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. None 

Answer b 
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GST 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 7% extra cess on SUVs; small cars exempt) 

News: Bringing some relief to firms struggling to file Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) returns due to glitches on the GST Network, the GST Council decided to 

extend the deadline for filing returns. 

Other decision taken:  

• The Council also decided to set up a ministerial group to assess and fix 

the IT challenges. 

• The Council also decided to bring some relief to consumers by reducing 

the GST rate on about 30 items of common use including idli and dosa 

batter, oilcakes, raincoats, rubber bands, roasted peanuts, ‘dhoop 

agarbattis’ and dried tamarind. 

• The Council also spared small cars from a cess hike in the range of 2% to 

7% that has been imposed on mid-size, luxury and sports utility vehicles 

(SUVs). 

• The GST Council has also decided to constitute a Group of Ministers to 

monitor and resolve the technology challenges faced during GST 

implementation. 

• The Council also extended the deadlines for filing returns for the first 

month of GST (July) up to October 31. The deadline would now be 

October 10 for GSTR-1, October 31 for GSTR-2, November 10 for GSTR-3 

and October 18 for GSTR-4, the Finance Ministry said. 



 

 

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Smart 
city 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 A few smart cities will not make big difference: Naidu) 

Issue:  

• Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu said unless all cities are made smart 

it will not make a “big difference” to the country and for this the 

participation of the people and stake holders is important 

• “Only one Ranchi Smart City or hundred smart cities in the country will not 

make a big difference unless all the cities of the country are made smart. 

But for this purpose the participation of all the people and stake holders is 

important,”  

About project: “Ranchi will be the first Greenfield Smart City of the country 

where IT, beauty, duty and security everything will be available and so Ranchi 

Smart City will not only be a lighthouse for Jharkhand but it will be a lighthouse 

for the entire country,” the Vice-President said. 

Need of the hour: 

• The Vice-President said that local bureaucracy, local bodies and 

politicians must work together taking on board the common people to 

fulfil the ambitious projects. 



 

 

• Mr. Naidu asked the authorities to develop smart city in such a way that 

it should have both parks and parking facilities. Recycling of waste 

water should be done so that it can be used for gardening and factories, 

he said. 

• He said, in the smart city there should be traffic free zone, more and 

more solar energy should be used, energy-efficient street lights should 

be used there should be pedestrian path and more over there should be 

a separate cycle track. 

• Waste management system, efficient education system, efficient traffic 

system and health amenities are parts of smart cities, he said. 

• Mr. Naidu said, there should be arrangement for advanced weather 

forecasting in the smart cities. 
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Vulnerable 
section 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 One in 87 persons in Punjab dependent on 

drugs: survey) 

Issue: Punjab, which has been battling the menace of drugs, 

currently could have between 1 lakh to 2.7 lakh people that are 

dependent on opioids. In Chandigarh, between 1,385 to 7,000 could 

be using them. 

Findings from the study released by the Postgraduate Institute of 

Medical Education and Research (PGIMER)  revealed that  

• about one in 92 persons in Punjab had used ‘any’ illicit 

substance (drug) in the past 12 months, and more than one 

in 87 were currently dependent on them. 

• Concern: “These estimates are likely to be higher in 

marginalised or other specific high-risk populations for 

instance — homeless people, prison population, other non-

household population like truck drivers and college students 

in hostels,” said Dr. Ajit Avasthi, head of the psychiatry 

department, PGIMER. 

• The study pointed out that approximately one in six persons 

were dependent on ‘any’ substance and contrary to 



 

 

expectation, substance use and dependence were more 

common in rural than urban areas. 

• The single most common substance of use and dependence 

was alcohol followed by tobacco. There were more than 22 

lakh alcohol dependent persons and nearly 16 lakhs tobacco 

dependent persons currently. 

• The rapid assessment survey revealed that in Punjab natural 

opioids (opium and poppy husk) were the most common 

types in use while injection opioid use was the second most 

common form. “In injection opioids — heroin was the 

commonest type,” added the survey. 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg10 U.S. policy shadows afghan talks) 

News: Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister Salahuddin Rabbani will arrive in Delhi to 

attend the India-Afghanistan Partnership Council meeting that has been delayed 

for years.  

Agenda:  

The minister is also expected to discuss new avenues for cooperation within the 

India-U.S.-Afghanistan grouping. 

However, officials said no new decisions on defence supplies or security 

cooperation were likely during the talks  

Senior Afghan diplomats said the emphasis of the Partnership Council talks would 

be on “capacity building” for Afghan security forces in training and enhancing 

existing cooperation as well as about 287 “small development projects (SDPs)” that 

India is is committing funding for including small dams, road and highway 

construction, agriculture, education and health of the SDP-Phase III that were 

signed in 2012. 

The two sides will also discuss enhancing trade, especially the “air corridor” for 

freight that was inaugurated in June to circumvent Pakistan, and has faced teething 

troubles due to non-availability of cargo aircraft 

The air corridor agreement could be signed during Dr. Abdullah’s visit. 

In addition, Mr. Rabbani and External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj will witness 

the signing of two agreements: the Motor Vehicles agreement, announced in 2014, 



 

 

and an agreement on Orbit Frequency Coordination for the South Asia satellite 

launched in May this year. 

Mr. Rabbani will also raise the problems of Afghans travelling to India for medical 

care and students face in obtaining a visa as the process requires repeated visits to 

the Foreigners Regional Registration Offices (FRRO). The minister is likely to request 

longer duration visas for them. 

Background: According to the Strategic Partnership Agreement signed by President 

Hamid Karzai and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in 2011, the India-Afghanistan 

Partnership Council was supposed to meet annually. When asked about the reason 

for the delay in holding the Partnership Council, which last met in May 2012, an 

official said elections in India and Afghanistan, as well as Ms. Swaraj’s ill-health had 

delayed the meeting. 
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Growth  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 why is India’s GDP falling?) 

What happened? 

Current situation:  

• As per the estimates released by the Central Statistics Office on 

August 31, India’s economy, as measured by the gross domestic 

product (GDP), grew by 5.7% in the first quarter of 2017-18, 

compared with 7.9% in the same quarter a year ago.  

• This is the slowest pace of GDP growth recorded since the NDA 

came to power in May 2014.  

• India grew by a strong 9.1% in the quarter from January 2016 to 

March 2016.  

• The growth recorded in the subsequent quarters was 7.9%, 

7.5%, 7% and 6.1%.  

• So this is the fifth quarter in a row that the growth has slipped, 

with the pace of decline picking up momentum in the last two 

quarters.  



 

 

• The gross value-added (GVA) in the economy grew at 5.6% 

between April and June, the same pace as the previous quarter, 

but sharply lower than the 7.6% growth in the first quarter of 

the last year. 

Is this surprising? 

Analysis:  

• Most economists didn’t expect a sharp uptick from the tepid 

6.1% mark recorded in the January-March quarter this year, yet 

few anticipated a decline to 5.7%.  

• The government has sought to divorce the growth trend from 

the impact of its decision to demonetise ₹500 and ₹1,000 

currency notes last November, but economists believe the 

lingering effects continue to jolt sentiment.  

• Growth, the government has argued, had begun to slow even 

before the move to suck out 86% of the currency notes in 

circulation.  

• With the currency levels reverting close to the pre-

demonetisation ‘normal,’ the bigger disruptive force affecting 

the latest GDP growth numbers was the introduction of the 

Goods and Service Tax (GST) from July 1.  

• Businesses nationwide whittled down production in the April-

June quarter and focussed on off-loading the existing stock, 

thanks to the uncertainty about how the new indirect tax 

regime will treat earlier tax credits on inputs. 

• This also impacted GVA numbers, as a lot of the inventory that 

was off-loaded had already been accounted for in the value of 

production in the earlier periods 

• Moreover, while firms saw a healthy growth in sales, their 

margins were dented by a spurt in commodity prices spiking 

input costs.  

• Lastly, wholesale price inflation turned negative at this time last 

year, so growth numbers appeared higher as a result of their 

statistical impact, which is no longer the case, the government 

has argued. 



 

 

Which sectors are hit? 

• The manufacturing sector, as a sub-set of industry, led the 

growth tumble, expanding by just 1.2% in the quarter, 

compared with 5.3% in the previous quarter and 10.7% a year 

ago. This was the worst quarter for Indian manufacturing in five 

years. Overall industrial output also collapsed to 1.6% growth 

from 7.4% a year ago and 3.1% in the previous quarter. 

• The construction sector that has been the bulwark of job 

creation grew by just 2% (in GVA terms) as it grapples with the 

headwinds of a new regulatory regime (RERA), the GST and 

leveraged balance sheets of developers. Mining GVA shrank by 

0.7%, compared with a 0.9% dip last year. 

• The services sector offered some semblance of stability, 

growing at 8.7% compared with 9% in the same quarter last 

year, but a deeper look suggests this was driven by a rise in 

trade-related GVA to 11.1% (from 8.9%). This is proof of sorts 

that the destocking in manufacturing was reflected in higher 

volumes (often discount-driven) in the trade segment.  

• Agriculture GVA dipped from 2.5% in the first quarter of last 

year to 2.3%, though crop output increased healthily. Low prices 

for crops apart, it appears that other agriculture-related 

activities, such as animal husbandry, have dragged down the 

sector’s overall growth. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg14 Tigers use corridors to traverse India-Nepal 

border) 

Context: Borders don’ faze these tigers: over a decade, at least 11 

tigers moved from India into Nepal’ protected areas through the Terai, 

a landscape comprising agricultural areas and protected forest-

grasslands in the Himalayan foothills. 



 

 

Issue: This reaffirms that tiger conservation requires not just protected 

areas but corridors too — especially across large landscapes — to 

ensure habitat connectivity and in turn, population growth. 

Concern: With protected areas becoming isolated due to habitat loss 

and conversion, large mammals including tigers have to now traverse 

human-dominated areas to disperse to new territories.  

Data: North India’ Terai Arc Landscape, which shares a 700-km border 

with Nepal, spreads across more than 50,000 sq. km and has one of the 

world's highest human population densities. Apart from agricultural 

fields and rural settlements, it also comprises 16 protected areas (five 

in Nepal and 11 in India) and six major trans-boundary corridors which 

connect Indian wild habitats with Nepal's. 

Concern: Planned development near the protected areas — including 

two roads — could endanger the already-fragmented habitat, say the 

authors.  

Need of the hour: They suggest that the tiger populations need to be 

conserved as a ‘metapopulation’, that is, populations that are physically 

separate, but interact with one another as animals migrate between 

them, helping populations persist over the years. 

 

GS:2—governance   

 

Education  

 

 

 

Section 2 Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Children should not have to walk long to 

schools: SC) 

News: Children as young as 10 cannot be expected to walk 3 km-6 km to 

attend school. Rationale:  

• This is not in the spirit of their fundamental right to education, the 

Supreme Court has held. It directed the authorities to make efforts 

to bring education closer to children. 

• “We cannot expect children in the age group of 10-14 to walk 3 to 6 

km or more to attend school. The right of education up to the age 

of 14 is now a fundamental right under Article 21A of the 

Constitution,” a Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur and Deepak 

Gupta said in a judgment. 



 

 

SC guidelines: It held that to make “this right [the fundamental right to 

education] meaningful, efforts must be made to open upper primary 

schools in such a manner that no child has to walk 3 km or more to attend 

school.” 

Background: 

• The judgment came in a case involving a school in Kerala, the most 

literate State. The junior primary school was upgraded as an upper 

primary school by a government order in June 2015. The order was 

challenged by the management of another school on the ground 

that the procedure under the Kerala Education Rules of 1958 was 

not followed. A single judge of the Kerala High Court set aside the 

upgrade order. Subsequently, a Division Bench dismissed the 

appeal. 

• Senior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi, for the school, submitted that the 

upgrade was meant to meet the needs of the children of the 

locality. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Telecom sector  

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 ‘service obligation fund delaying projects’) 

Issue: State-run telco BSNL has blamed delays in some of its key 

projects, including providing mobile connectivity in Arunachal 

Pradesh, ‘on the indecisiveness from Universal Service Obligation 

Fund (USOF).’ 

Background:  

• In 2014, the Cabinet approved a Comprehensive Telecom 

Development Plan for the North-Eastern Region at an 

estimated cost of ₹5,336 crore.  

• The project, under which 6,673 mobile towers were to be set 

up in about 8,600 villages, was divided into two parts.  

• While BSNL was to implement the strategically-important 

project in Arunachal Pradesh and two districts of Assam, in 

the other parts of the region it was to be executed by private 

operators. The project was to be funded by the USOF. 



 

 

Other issue:  

• In an another project that aims to augment intra-island OFC 

in Anadaman and Nicobar Islands, the work has been 

awarded to a contractor who began implementation. The 

related MoU was submitted to the USOF in April 2017 but it 

was yet to be signed. Even the funds, which were to be given 

as advance, were not released as yet, the source added. 

Fact:  

• The USOF has been set up to fund projects to boost 

connectivity in rural and remote areas. The money for this 

fund comes through a levy that is charged from the telecom 

operators as a percentage of various licence fee being paid 

by them. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Credit rating 
issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 Rating agencies: thresholds on cross-holdings 

mooted) 

News: SEBI has proposed a 10% cap in cross-shareholding among 

credit rating agencies along with a slew of measures for tightening 

the financial and operational eligibility of their promoters. 

About proposal: 

• Besides, the regulator has suggested greater disclosure 

requirements by credit rating agencies (CRAs) as well as by 

companies getting their services, according to a consultation 

paper. 

• In a significant move, the regulator has proposed that no CRA 

should “directly or indirectly, hold more than 10% of 

shareholding and/ or voting rights in another CRA and shall 

not have representation on the board of the other CRA.” 

• Further, SEBI’s prior approval would be needed for 

acquisition of shares or voting rights in a CRA that results in 

change in control. 



 

 

• “A shareholder holding 10% or more shares and/ or voting 

rights in a registered CRA shall not hold 10% or more shares 

and/ or voting rights, directly or indirectly, in any other CRA,” 

it noted. 

• The requirement would not apply to holdings by broad-based 

domestic financial institutions. 

Impact: The proposed norms are likely to have an impact on global 

rating agencies like S&P, Moody’s and Fitch which have significant 

holdings in domestic agencies besides their direct presence. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Privacy issue 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Pg15 Privacy is the core of personal liberty) 

Context: Judgments delivered by Indian courts invariably record the 

arguments of counsel for the parties to the case.  

In the Privacy case (Justice K S Puttaswamy), decided by the Supreme 

Court on August 24, 2017, the judgment of Justice Rohinton Nariman has 

(helpfully for the public) recorded the arguments in paragraphs 6 to 10. 

Let me quote from paragraph 6 of that judgment: 

“6. Appearing on behalf of the Union of India, Shri K K Venugopal, learned 

Attorney General (AG) of India, has argued that the conclusions arrived at 

in the 8-Judge Bench and the 5-Judge Bench decisions should not be 

disturbed as they are supported by the fact that the founding fathers 

expressly rejected the right to privacy being made part of the 

fundamental rights chapter of the Constitution…” 

In paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 10, it was noted that the counsel for the states 

of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Haryana adopted the 

arguments of the AG and added their own reasons as well: concept of 

privacy was inherently vague, subjective, inchoate, unsound, etc. 

It does not require deductive logic to conclude that the Central 

government and BJP-ruled states took a common position that was 



 

 

decided upon by the BJP’s leadership: that right to privacy was not, and 

should not be declared, a fundamental right. 

The Verdict and the Spin 

In the end, the Supreme Court, in a unanimous verdict (9-0), rejected 

these arguments.  

SC stand: The Court held that privacy was a sound concept, that right to 

privacy was a fundamental right, and that the two earlier judgments 

were wrong and hence overruled. It was a comprehensive rejection of 

the arguments of the Central government and BJP-ruled state 

governments. 

Exploring ‘Dark Matter’ 

Declaring a right not explicitly listed in Part III of the Constitution as a 

fundamental right is not unprecedented. The judgment of Justice D Y 

Chandrachud listed the precedents: 

* the right to go abroad; 

* the right against solitary confinement; 

* the right of prisoners against various fetters; 

* the right to legal aid; 

* the right to speedy trial; 

* the right against handcuffing; 

* the right against custodial violence; 

* the right against public hanging; 

* the right to doctor’s assistance at government hospitals; 

* the right to shelter; 

* the right to a healthy environment; 

* the right to compensation for unlawful arrest; 

* the right to freedom from torture; 

* the right to reputation; and 

* the right to earn a livelihood. 

Issue: Justice J Chelameswar described the exercise as exploring “the 

Constitution’s dark matter”. Just as it was exposited in Kesavananda 

Bharati vs State of Kerala that the Constitution had a basic structure 



 

 

which was beyond the power of amendment, in Justice K S Puttaswamy, 

the Court has discovered another gem — that the right to privacy is an 

inalienable part of the right to life and personal liberty (Article 21). 

Through Lens of Privacy 

Impact:  

• The implications are far-reaching.  

• Every action of the government that affects a person/citizen must 

now be examined through the lens of the right to privacy.  

• The immediate candidate for questioning is linking Aadhaar to a 

number of activities like income-tax return, PAN, bank account, 

air ticket, school admission, etc. That was not — repeat, not — 

the original purpose of Aadhaar and is, arguably, an invasion of 

privacy. 

Background: Aadhaar was conceived and implemented (cautiously) to ensure that 

government benefits and subsidies did not go into the hands of the wrong person as 

a result of duplication, impersonation or falsification. Cases of ghost students 

receiving scholarships, bogus muster rolls under MGNREGA, second or multiple 

subsidised LPG cylinders obtained under duplicate/multiple identities, etc. were 

common. Insistence on Aadhaar would put an end to the malpractices. 

Concern: However, under the NDA government, Aadhaar has exceeded its original 

purpose and has been made mandatory for activities that do not involve government 

benefits or subsidies. The question is, why? 

 

Concern: 

• The UIDAI and its claim of data security will come under scrutiny.  

• The NATGRID’s authority and mandate must be reviewed.  

• The powers of search and seizure, telephone tapping, off-site 

surveillance, etc have to restricted. Section 377, IPC, must be 

struck down (not just read down).  

• LGBT rights need to be acknowledged. 

•  ‘Know Your Customer’, data-collection, data-mining, data-sharing 

and profiling must be regulated. 



 

 

•  ‘Right to be Forgotten’ must be made enforceable.  

• Right to die, euthanasia and reproductive rights must be debated. 

Conclusion: Justice K S Puttaswamy has enlarged and enriched the 

freedom that we won in 1947. Today, we will celebrate. Tomorrow, there 

will be other challenges and those too we shall overcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September ‘11th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:1—SOCIETY 

 

Migration issue 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Data base soon on Bonda migration) 

News: The Bonda Development Agency (BDA) has started an inquiry 
and survey in the remote Bonda-inhabited villages in Malkangiri 
district of Odisha following reports that these primitive tribals are 
migrating to other States in search of employment and that some of 
their women are being sexually exploited. 

Reason: As allegations are rife about mass migration of Bonda tribals 
from Odisha in search of livelihood, the administration has taken the 
issue seriously. BDA project leader accepted that some Bondas 
undertake seasonal migration after the end of the kharif season and 
return by Durga Puja to start agricultural work. 

About Bondas 

• They are considered to be one of most primitive tribes in the 
world. 

• As per an official survey in 2015, around 8,000 Bonda tribals 

live in 32 villages of four panchayats under Khairaput block. 



 

 

• Their villages are located in remote and isolated hilly 

region north-west of the Machhkund river. 

• Their habitat in Khairaput block is called the Bonda valley. 
 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 India, U.S. in talks for C-17 deal) 

News: India is in talks with the U.S. for buying another Boeing C-17 
Globemaster transport aircraft to be added to its fleet of 10. 

Background:  

• The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) gave its approval for the 
purchase in December 2016. 

• In 2011, India purchased 10 C-17s under the Foreign Military 

Sales programme worth $4.1 billion, which had a follow-on 
clause for six more aircraft. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 Fall in GDP figures structural, not transient, 

says SBI report) 

News: India’s GDP growth was expected to decline in the first quarter 
of the current fiscal, but the “free fall” in the numbers shows that the 
problem is more structural than transient, said a report. 

Fact: India’s economic growth slipped to a three-year low of 5.7% 
cent in April-June, underscoring the disruptions caused by uncertainty 
related to the GST roll-out amid a slowdown in manufacturing 
activities. 

Report finding: 

• According to the report, the negative impact of the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) on growth has been “majorly emphasised”. 

• “Though there has been a lot of talk about manufacturing 

destocking ahead of GST and its impact on GDP, a significant 
destocking in both consumer as well as investment intensive 
sectors was already taking pace in 2016-17,” said SBI’s research 
report Ecowrap. 



 

 

• With fiscal deficit touching 92.4% of the budget estimate by 

the end of July, the government may cut expenditure to meet 
the 3.2% target, the report stated. 

• The report was quick to point out that with uncertainties 
involving GST and monetary policy support to growth not 
forthcoming, it would not be prudent for the government to 
reduce spending as other growth drivers are missing. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Search for quality) 

Issue: The market regulator has released a consultation paper seeking 

feedback on a new set of rules drafted to improve “market efficiency” 

and enhance “the governance, accountability and functioning of credit 

rating agencies”.  

Among them provisions are: 

• to restrict cross-shareholding between rating agencies without 
regulatory approval to 10% 

• increase the minimum net worth requirement for existing and 
new agencies from Rs. 5 crore to Rs.50 crore.  

• Another mandates at least five years’ experience for 
promoters of rating agencies.  

• SEBI has proposed disclosure norms to improve investor 
awareness about the operations of rating agencies.  

Advantage:  

• The spin-off of non-core operations of rating agencies will 
allow SEBI to focus on regulating just their credit rating 
operations. 

•  improve the information available to investors 

• seems to be to prevent rating agencies from resorting to 
collusion in reaching decisions.  

Background: This effort is in line with SEBI’s crackdown on the agencies 

after the default in 2015 of a highly-rated debt issued by Amtek Auto. 

Concern:  

• What is unclear are their unintended effects on competition in 
the rating space.  

• Also, how the rules will address the problem of “rating 
shopping” that plagues the business of credit rating in the 
country is unknown. 



 

 

Current situation:  

• The present business model of rating agencies is seen to allow 
considerable room for issuers of securities to shop for a 
favourable rating or avoid negative ratings by severing their ties 
with these agencies. 

• This criticism, however, ignores the reputational damage these 
agencies suffer after each corporate default. Repeated failures 
have not affected the business of rating agencies, primarily due 
to the lack of alternative service providers who can help out 
investors.  

• Individual creditors have thus had to trust the ratings of the 
existing rating agencies at their own peril, even after repeated 
crises.  

• As is well-known today, the Indian credit rating market is an 
oligopolistic one due to the high barriers to entry.  

Conclusion:  

• SEBI’s proposed move to impose further quality 
requirements on rating agencies is unlikely to change things 
for the better, or raise further barriers.  

• The way forward lies in making it easier for new players to 
enter the credit rating space and compete against 
incumbents.  

• This will go a long way towards making credit rating agencies 
actually serve creditors rather than borrowers. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 A forest policy on today’s term) 

Issue: The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change as well as all State Forest Departments are guided by the 

National Forest Policy, 1988, which states: “The basic objectives 

that should govern the National Forest Policy are the following: 

Maintenance of environmental stability through preservation and, 

where necessary, restoration of the ecological balance that has 

been adversely disturbed by serious depletion of the forests of the 

country.” 

Concern: This laudable aim is obscured by the unfortunate fact 

that there is no such thing as an ‘ecological balance’.  

 



 

 

Background: The term originated as ‘the balance of 

nature’ in ancient Greece and was quoted off and on 

through the Middle Ages. However, with a better 

understanding of the functioning of natural systems, the 

concept was completely rejected by the beginning of the 

last century and does not find mention in textbooks of 

ecology. Similarly, the concept of ‘environmental 

stability’ is questionable because it is evident that 

natural processes are never stable or stagnant but are 

always in the process of change and succession. 

Therefore, environmental stability is a myth. 

Need of the hour: 

1. It is interesting that there is no official definition for the 

term ‘forest’ yet, despite ministries and government 

departments being named after it. In order to couch the 

laudable goals of the 1988 National Forest Policy, in valid 

terms, we would first need to define the term ‘forest’. This 

is not a difficult task, since a forest is a self-sown and self-

regenerating community of plants that supports a 

community of creatures dependent on those plants, and 

on each other, for food and shelter. 

Rationale: The ‘self-sown’ bit is important in the Indian 

context, since vast amounts of public money have been 

spent on ‘planting forests’, which is an oxymoron. Naturally 

there are no results to show for these ‘planted forests’, and 

Haryana has recently shown the way by practically stopping 

‘forest plantation’ in favour of protecting and permitting 

existing vegetation to grow. 

• Having defined a forest, we can now state the primary aim 

of the 1988 National Forest Policy in the following valid 

terms: “Maintenance of a healthy natural environment 

through preservation and, where necessary, restoration of 

the original natural ecosystems that have been adversely 

affected by over-exploitation of the forests and other 

natural resources of the country.” 



 

 

2. The second point of the policy states: “Conserving the 

natural heritage of the country by preserving the 

remaining natural forests with the vast variety of flora and 

fauna, which represent the remarkable biological diversity 

and genetic resources of the country.” 

Need of the hour: Perhaps this should include grasslands, 

wetlands, and other ecosystems, and could therefore be 

stated as follows: “Conserving the natural heritage of the 

country by preserving natural forest and other ecosystems 

with their vast variety of flora and fauna, and encouraging 

such ecosystems to expand into areas they had formerly 

colonised, but from where they have been extirpated.” This 

would suggest that degraded lands be protected so that 

original ecosystems can re-establish themselves on those 

lands. When land has been thoroughly degraded, the usual 

succession is grasses, shrubs, bushes and, finally, trees. By 

planting trees directly in such areas, we try to jump the 

gun, but the build-up of top soil and soil microorganisms 

that proceeds from a succession is missing, hence the large-

scale failure of such plantations. 

3. The third point needs some modification, too. It states: 

“Checking soil erosion and denudation in the catchment 

areas of rivers, lakes, reservoirs in the interest of soil and 

water conservation, for mitigating floods and droughts and 

for the retardation of siltation of reservoirs.” 

Criticism: It does not suggest how this is to be done and 

why this point fits in, in the policy.  

Need of the hour: Perhaps if it were stated in this way: 

“Protecting the catchment areas of rivers, lakes, reservoirs 

to enable natural vegetation to grow back unhindered to 

conserve soil, help groundwater recharge, for mitigating 

floods and droughts and for retardation of siltation of 

reservoirs.” The justification for this wording is that the 

natural vegetation of an area has evolved over millennia to 

adjust to the rainfall regime, soil conditions, and the 



 

 

subsurface water systems of an area. In places where 

catchment areas have untouched natural vegetation, 

rainfall percolates into the soil and is released over a period 

of months, resulting in perennial streams and rivers. Where 

this has been damaged, the streams, rivulets and rivers 

have become seasonal, as in peninsular India. 

4. The final point that needs modification is 2.2 of ‘basic 

objectives’: “The principal aim of Forest Policy must be to 

ensure environmental stability and maintenance of 

ecological balance including atmospheric equilibrium 

which are vital for sustenance of all lifeforms, human, 

animal and plant. The derivation of direct economic 

benefit must be subordinated to this principal aim.” 

• Concern: This is a laudable point, but the terms of 

reference are not valid.  

• Need of the hour: Therefore, it might be better to state 

this in the following terms, so that the spirit of what is 

being stated is not lost: “The principal aim of Forest 

Policy must be to ensure a healthy natural environment 

and the maintenance and healthy functioning of life-

support systems, including the water cycle and nutrient 

cycle, by protecting natural forest and other ecosystems 

native to the area. The derivation of direct economic 

benefit must be subordinated to this principal aim since 

the indirect economic benefit of healthy life-support 

systems is incalculable.” 

 

Conclusion:  

• The protection of healthy natural ecosystems in catchment 

areas should be a vital national goal, given the challenges 

of failing freshwater systems facing the nation at present.  

• The State Forest Departments are the entities that can do 

the most in this context, by stopping invalid practices like 

planting forests and instead use that money in sensible 

ways to directly and indirectly protect natural ecosystems 



 

 

in sensitive areas like watersheds, catchment areas, and 

coasts, as has already been envisaged in the National 

Forest Policy, 1988. 

• Concern: What is worrisome, however, is that in the 30 

years since it was formulated, no officer of the Indian 

Forest Service has pointed out these shortcomings. There 

is clearly an urgent need to review the curriculum of the 

Indian Forest Service since it seems to rely on concepts 

that have been discarded more than a century ago. 
 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg14 NPAs: challenge is to avoid delays) 

News: On June 13, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) came up with an advisory 

asking banks to file insolvency and bankruptcy proceedings for 12 loan 

accounts, in which banks had an exposure of more than ₹5,000 crore each. In 

the last week of August, RBI sent banks another list comprising 26 accounts, 

which they must resolve by December 31, failing which those cases have to 

be taken up for bankruptcy as well. 

 

Data: This constituted about 25% of the system’s bad loans whose total is 

estimated at ₹7 lakh crore. 

Background:  

The central bank had asked banks to file bankruptcy cases with the National 

Companies Law Tribunal (NCLT) within June 30.  

The RBI had also advised banks to make higher provisions for these accounts 

to be referred to the Tribunal under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

(IBC).  

Rationale: According to RBI deputy governor Viral Acharya, the move was 

intended to improve bank provision coverage ratios and to ensure that banks 

are fully protected against likely losses in the resolution process. 

Issue: NCLT is expected to admit or reject a case within 14 days of a case 

being filed. However, bankers said the time taken by NCLT in some of the 

cases was beyond 14 days. 



 

 

Procedure: 

The clock starts ticking once a case is admitted. After a case is admitted, 

insolvency resolution professionals (IRP) are put on the job to find a 

resolution process.  

In case no resolution is possible within six months, another three months’ 

extension can be given.  

However, if no resolution is reached even in extended period, the company 

goes for liquidation. 

Role of IBC 

“Swift, time-bound resolution or liquidation of stressed assets will be critical 

for de-clogging bank balance sheets and for efficient reallocation of capital,” 

RBI governor Urjit Patel had said recently at seminar on insolvency and 

bankruptcy. 

The IBC , 2016 — which Mr. Patel describes as a watershed towards 

improving the credit culture of the country — was aimed at time bound 

resolution (or liquidation) of stressed assets. 

Fact: The NCLT was constituted on June 1, 2016 with 10 benches and one 

principal bench 

Need of the hour: 

One of the key aspects of time-bound resolution is the infrastructure of the 

NCLT.  

Bankers and insolvency professionals said there is a need to beef up the 

infrastructure of NCLT as many cases apart from bankruptcy are also being 

filed at NCLT. 

“The staff in NCLT is very limited 

Separate bench needed: “Bench is under pressure because there are not 

enough number of Judges. The same bench will be hearing IBC matters, other 

company law matters, other merger matters, conversion of private limited 

company to public limited company — all issues are going to the same bench 

a separate bench for for insolvency and bankruptcy cases are the need of the 

hour. 

Reason:  

A recent report by Assocham and EY, titled ‘Experiencing the Code 

— Corporate Insolvency in India’, said that more than 200 

proceedings are now ongoing with the National Company Law 



 

 

Tribunal and more than 900 insolvency professionals (IPs) have 

registered. Among sectors, metals and mining is at the top with 

over 50 cases, followed by engineering and construction (35), food, 

beverage and hospitality (27), power and electricity (20) and 

healthcare (7). 

Observing that ‘a major challenge foreseen for the Code was the 

tidal flow of cases to the NCLT’, the report said, “In addition to new 

cases filed for resolution under IBC, there was a significant backlog 

of cases that were transferred from the CLB.  

Also, winding up cases with high courts, corporate recovery cases 

with the debt recovery tribunals (DRTs) and rehabilitation cases 

with the BIFR [Board for Industrial & Financial Reconstruction] 

were transferred to the NCLT.” 

Need of the hour: There are discussions currently to increase the 

number of benches and change single-member benches to double-

member benches. 

The road ahead 

The important question is whether the stakeholders will find a resolution 

within the required time frame, that is within six months plus another three 

months after the case has been admitted. If time-bound resolution does not 

happen, companies will go for liquidation. Most companies going into 

liquidation is a scenario that no one wants. 

“Till now the timeline that was put out has been maintained. The tougher 

piece is ahead of us “Because that is when we have to ask for bids and then 

the bids have to be evaluated and put up. The major piece is ahead of us. 

The Assocham-EY report also said the real test for IBC timelines would be to 

get cases resolved within a period of 180/270 days with all necessary 

approvals. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Pg1 centre begins evaluation of judges of HC) 

News:  The Union Government has initiated a process 

to “evaluate” the performance of Judges recommended by the High Court 

collegium for appointment as judgesof the court. In the case of advocates, 

their reported judgements and in case of judicial officers, their 

case disposal time and number of adjournments are being evaluated. These 

evaluations will be done by an in house team having legal background 



 

 

Background:  

This is an internal effort by the government towards greater 

appraisal and scrutiny for better candidates 

This decision is in light of the SC’s own observations in the NJAC 

matter and Justice C S Karnan case 

The current mechanism for appointment of judges of the higher 

judiciaryfollows the collegium system 

Concern: There are many instances of alleged 

corruption and irregularities which have brought the system under 

the scanner 

Current system: 

The final decision on the appointments(of HC judges) is taken by the SC 

collegium(as done before) 

And the inputs provided by the government, including the result of 

the evaluation, will assist in the process 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

    Source—The Indian express (Pg13 no feel for the pulses) 

  Issue: India ranks first not only in Pulse production and consumption, bbut 

also their import. 

     Stats: 

Domestic absorption in recent years (2012-13 to 2015-16) has hovered 

between 21 million metric tonnes (MMT) and 23 MMT, while domestic 

production has ranged from 16.4 MMT to 19.3 MMT. 

 In 2016-17, India witnessed its highest ever domestic production of pulses — 

a staggering 22.95 MMT. 

Reasons:  

It can be attributed to a normal monsoon in 2016 after two consecutive 

drought years 

High market prices of pulses prevailing at the time of the kharif sowing 



 

 

Steep hikes in the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) — up to 9.2 per cent for 

kharif and 16.2 per cent for rabi pulses. 

Impact: 

These favourable conditions significantly drove up kharif acreage to almost 

36 per cent above normal.  

The production of kharif pulses increased by nearly 70 per cent in 2016-

2017 over that of the previous year and the total production of pulses 

increased by about 40 per cent. 

Concern:  

Despite such bumper production India imported a record 6.6 MMT of 

pulses, valued at nearly $4.3 billion at zero import duty 

Consequences: 

As a result, domestic supply of pulses in 2016-17 shot up to 29.6 MMT, way 

above the typical supply of 22-23 MMT. 

This glut in domestic supplies caused wholesale prices to crash, despite a 

bold and first-of-its-kind effort by the government to procure around 1.6 

MMT of pulses. 

 If there is no change in the government’s methods, we may either witness a 

decline in production of kharif pulses or another price crash this year. That 

may spur another round of farm loan waivers. 

Way ahead:  

The landed price of imported pulses should not be below the MSP of 

domestic pulses, else the MSP is irrelevant 

Exports of all pulses must be opened up without any quantity or minimum 

export price (MEP) restrictions. Export restrictions betray anti-farmer policies. 

Pulses should be de-listed from the Agricultural Produce Market Committee 

(APMC) Act so that farmers can sell freely to whosoever they like, 

Essential Commodities Act (ECA), especially the provision that imposes 

stocking limits, must be critically evaluated and the act should be amended 

drastically 

Unless private players are reassured that no ad-hoc stocking limits will be 

imposed, there will be no investments in building storage and efficient value-

chains. 



 

 

Give the farmer right incentives — at least some reasonable margin above 

the cost of production. 

Futures trading should also be allowed for all types of pulses so that planting 

and selling decisions of farmers are based on a futuristic rather than a 

backward-looking price information. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Pg1 Why minimum wage not in NREGA: 

“Women paid less”) 

News: A Central government panel recently recommended that there was no 

need to bring MGNREGA wages on a par with minimum wages 

Concern: 

Panel said that not a single state has been able to enforce the payment of 

full minimum agricultural wages to its women workers 

The national average shows women get only 78 per cent of the minimum 

wages paid to men 

The report gives the examples of states such as Tamil Nadu, where women 

earn just over half of male workers, and Karnataka and Kerala, where they 

get 65 per cent and 73 per cent of the male workers’ wages respectively. 

MGNREGA wages were lower than minimum wages in 17 states but ruled 

that ‘’there is no compelling argument for convergence of minimum wages 

for agricultural labour and wages notified for NREGA worker 

Background:  

Under the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, minimum wages are fixed by states 

for their agricultural workers, while the Centre notifies the MGNREGA 

wages. 

The two were last aligned in 2009, and now there is a wide divergence, with 

the report blaming it on states arbitrarily increasing their minimum wages. 

MGNREGA, which promises 100 days of wage employment to manual casual 

labour, has seen a steady increase in women workforce, from 40 per cent 10 

years ago. Today, women account for 56 per cent of the MGNREGA workers. 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

Drones 
regulation 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Aviation, Home Ministries spar over regulating drones) 

News: The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) has raised a few objections over the 

Home Ministry’s bid to frame a new law to regulate unmanned aircraft systems 

(UAS), loosely referred to as drones. 

Fact: The Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has told the Home Ministry 

that licensing and safety of all aircraft — manned or unmanned — was their 

domain. 

Context: Recently, the Home Ministry circulated a draft law to regulate the low 

flying objects, for inter-ministerial consultations. 

Background:  

A senior Home Ministry official said the need for a new law arose after it 

received representations from a couple of industrial houses who wanted to use 

UAVs to monitor oil pipelines and coalfields. 

Current situation:  



 

 

“The DGCA has the capacity to detect aircraft of a particular size and [which] fly at 

a certain altitude. It has radars to detect their presence. The unmanned objects, if 

they fly low, cannot be detected by any radar. It has security and privacy issues 

In April 2016, the DGCA had proposed detailed guidelines for civilian use of 

drones. 

About proposal: The DGCA had proposed that drone users would have to obtain 

its permission and get a unique identification number for each drone. The user 

was also required to get security clearance from the Bureau of Civil Aviation and 

all drone operations over 200 feet would require the DGCA’s nod. 

Concern: However, the MHA had raised some objections to DGCA’s draft, saying 

anti-UAV technology to detect and neutralise the threats from a hostile drone is 

also required, a DGCA official said, on the condition of anonymity. 

 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

hybrid 
electoral 
system  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Parties call for hybrid electoral system ) 

Issue: The Congress, the Nationalist Congress Party, the Communist Party of India 

(Marxist) and the Communist Party of India have told a Parliamentary panel that 

the existing first-past-the-post-system needs to be replaced with a hybrid format 

where elections for a small number of seats are through proportional 

representation. 

Background: 



 

 

The Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice, headed 

by Congress leader Anand Sharma is deliberating on electoral reforms. 

The Committee sought the views of all political parties in the backdrop of the 

Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections held in March this year where the BJP which got 

39 per cent of the vote share but won 312 seats, while the Samajwadi Party with 

21.8 per cent votes got 47 seats and the Bahujan Samaj Party with 22.2 per cent 

got 19 seats. 

Rationale:  

Congress representative, Rajya Sabha MP Vivek Tankha told the Committee that 

the first-past-the-post system had worked well in the beginning because there 

was one party, the Indian National Congress. The voting percentage was also very 

high. But now because of a division of votes, a party with even 20% share does not 

get a single seat, while a party with 28% can get disproportionately large number 

of seats. 

“Whoever gets elected does not truly represent the majority aspirations. And a 

true democracy cannot exit without reflection of a majority aspirations,” he 

reportedly told the Committee. 

He also suggested a dual system where separate votes for a candidate and a party 

could be considered. This system is followed by various European countries. He 

argued that the proportional representation can be devised in different ways. 

From CPI (M), Polit Bureau member S Ramachandran Pillai suggested 

that recommendations of the Law Commission’s 170th and 255th report should 

be implemented. A mix of both first-past-the-post and proportional 

representation should be tried. 

Both the reports have suggested that 25% or 136 more seats should be added to 

the present Lok Sabha and be filled by Proportional Representation. 

K. Narayana from the CPI also recommended that a hybrid system having both 

proportional representation and first-past-the-post should be followed. Pointing 

out an interesting fact, he said no ruling party had ever got 51 per cent of the 

votes polled. “Minority democracy” has been ruling the country since 

independence, he reportedly told panel. 

NCP’s Vandana Chavan told the panel that such a hybrid system will also ensure 

that more women find place in state assemblies and Lok Sabha. 

 

GS:1 ART&CULTURE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Cauvery Maha Pushkaram begins) 

News: All is set for the conduct of the Maha Pushkaram in river Cauvery on 
several points through Tamil Nadu. 

Fact: The celestial transit of planet Jupiter from zodiac sign Virgo to Libra is 
said to be the Maha Pushkaram period. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-Japan 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Firm signal on bullet train project ) 

News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo 
Abe, will lay the groundwork for the next level of collaboration during the 
fourth annual summit meeting to be held in Gandhinagar, the External 
Affairs Ministry said. 

Agenda:  

• The Ministry said the high point of the visit was likely to be the joint 
inauguration of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail 

project using Japanese Shinkansen technology, also known as the 
bullet train project and bilateral security dialogue. 

• The two leaders will review the recent progress in the multifaceted 

cooperation between India and Japan under the framework of their 
‘Special Strategic and Global Partnership’ and will set its future 
direction. 

Background:In their annual defence dialogue, the two countries had 
resolved to collaborate closely in defence production, including on dual-
use technologies. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Aviation 
sector 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 On the no-fly list ) 

Context: The Centre’s decision to put unruly air passengers on a no-fly list 

ranging from three months to a lifetime, depending upon the gravity of the 

offence, is stringent but welcome.  

Fact: 



 

 

• The list will be maintained by the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation, and be put in the public domain.  

• The quantum of punishment is to be decided by an internal 
committee of the airline in question based on evidence produced 
by both the airline and the passenger within 30 days, during which 
time the passenger would not be allowed to fly. 

•  No compensation will be offered to the passenger in case the 
allegations of the airline are proven wrong.  

• Aggrieved passengers can appeal within 60 days to an appellate 
committee. 

•  Other airlines will not, however, be bound by one airline’s no-fly ban.  
Analysis: 

• The no-fly list provisions look stringent, empowering airlines to 
impose strict penalties in case of alleged misbehaviour or graver 
offences by passengers.  

• But in the case of India, these appear necessary in particular because 
of a widespread culture of entitlement, especially among ‘VIPs’, 
and growing incidents of air rage.  

• The no-fly list system, which has been adopted by other countries 
too, is a relatively new development in civil aviation. 

•  Care must be taken by the airlines to ensure that the imposition of 
the no-fly ban is used as the last resort; ideally, it should remain in 
the books as a deterrent.  

• While incidents of egregious behaviour by VIPs and unruly 
passengers have not been isolated events, passenger anger has also 
been a consequence of airline inefficiencies. The record of some 
airlines in ensuring service on time and avoiding over-booking of 
tickets that result in last-minute cancellation of tickets is not 
satisfactory. Airlines must be careful not to hold out the threat of the 
no-fly list to keep passenger frustration in check, and thereby evade 
giving a full explanation for their mistakes. 

Background: The new rules are, specifically, a response to the recent case of 

unruly and violent behaviour by Shiv Sena MP Ravindra Gaikwad on board 

an Air India plane six months ago. There have been other recent incidents 

of ‘VIP’ misbehaviour with airline staff — both in the air and on the ground. 

In Mr. Gaikwad’s case, Air India had imposed a temporary no-fly ban, which 

was subsequently withdrawn after a grudging apology from him. Existing 

guidelines and rules on unruly behaviour did not have provisions for a no-fly 

ban, necessitating these rules. 

 Current situation: Thanks to lower fuel prices and profitability, the civil 

aviation industry in India is in a phase of recovery and stability following a 



 

 

shakeout. This is a good time for airlines to enhance their reach and service 

and keep prices competitive as more Indians take to air travel.  

Conclusion: While this is a guaranteed way to keep both passenger angst and 

air rage in check, preventive measures such as a no-fly list should be 

enforced only for the most egregious of cases. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

US afghan 
policy 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 New strategy, old game: on Trump and Afghanistan) 

Objective: “The core goal of the U.S. must be to disrupt, dismantle, and defeat al-

Qaeda and its safe havens in Pakistan, and to prevent their return to Pakistan or 

Afghanistan… And after years of mixed results, we will not, and cannot, provide a 

blank check (to Pakistan) 

 

Junking timelines 

Fact: Mr. Trump’s announcement of military commitment without a deadline in 

Afghanistan could be a game changer, both agree. 

Analysis:   

This allows afghan to create a culture of peace, to build institutions and improve 

delivery of public services. The most important reason for Afghanistan’s failure to 

stabilise has been the uncertainty around security. 

Not announcing a timeline is wise strategy 

 The risk of drawdown and the outcomes looked ugly. Withdrawal would have been 

unwise.  

Significant scaling up of American troops would also have been unwise Mr. Noorzai 

said Mr. 

Fact:  Trump’s declaration that the U.S. would go after terrorists has already made a 

difference on the ground in Afghanistan 

Analysis:  

From the military point of view, this is a huge change. This has already impacted the 

armed insurgents. When your commander-in-chief says to go after the terrorists, 

the nature of the military presence changes.” So more than the number of 



 

 

American boots on the ground, the nature and quality of America’s military 

presence has changed, and this could make a difference. 

 

Pressure on Pakistan 

Fact: The US administration decided to keep $255 million in military assistance to 

Pakistan in suspension until Islamabad demonstrates action against terrorist groups. 

In July, Defence Secretary did not provide certification that Pakistan was taking 

action against the Haqqani network, and held back $50 million from 

reimbursements to Pakistan for logistical support for the war in Afghanistan. 

Background: This is a continuation of the Obama administration’s policy. In 2015 

and 2016, it had held back part of reimbursements to Pakistan from the Coalition 

Support Funds.  

Analysis:  

Though Mr. Trump spoke tough on Pakistan, it is still unclear what could be the 

tough measures.  

Experts thinks overdoing this could be counterproductive: “Increased pressure is 

likely to push Pakistan into a corner, unlikely to deliver results in terms of 

cooperation on critical security issues. The insurgency in Afghanistan is largely 

organically funded. The safe havens help the Taliban, but they are vital to the 

Taliban. So even if the pressure on Pakistan produces results, its impact on the 

situation in Afghanistan will not be significant.” 

Fact: Mr. Trump called upon India to play a larger role, but Washington’s 

expectations from India are very modest. No specific demand for monetary 

assistance has been made. 

Analysis:  

The Trump administration, it appears, would like India to help in working with 

Afghanistan’s domestic factions in widening and buttressing the political legitimacy 

of the current government, and helping it improve its governance 

Expert  believes India has been self-restrained — “for good reasons” — in its role in 

Afghanistan, though from 2012 onwards the Obama administration was open to 

New Delhi playing any role that it could agree with the Afghan government. There is 

value in signalling that the U.S. sees India as a critical partner for Afghanistan. But 

there is also a risk, because feeding Pakistan’s anxiety about Indian influence in 

Afghanistan is not necessarily helpful to either Washington or New Delhi. 

Also experts feels this is continuation of U.S. policy under President Obama: “The 

Trump administration has spoken more clearly and more directly about safe havens, 

not only for Afghan-focussed groups but also for Indian-focussed groups. But again, 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-gives-225-million-worth-of-conditional-assistance-to-pakistan/article19592509.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-gives-225-million-worth-of-conditional-assistance-to-pakistan/article19592509.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/trump-offers-india-a-role-in-afghanistan/article19541645.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/trump-offers-india-a-role-in-afghanistan/article19541645.ece


 

 

near the end of the Obama administration there were some strong statements and 

acknowledgment on that issue, particularly after the Uri attack.” He adds that 

America always wanted India to remain constantly engaged with Pakistan, “despite 

the disappointments India and the U.S.” had with Islamabad.  

Not exactly regional 

Issue:  

The Trump administration has presented the new strategy as a “regional” approach, 

but in the last three weeks it is clear that there is hardly any regional cooperation 

evolving or to be expected.  

Russia has termed the strategy a “dead end”, China has said Pakistan should be on 

board.  

The administration has acknowledged that Russia will work to undermine America 

in Afghanistan, but believes that China is interested in stability in Afghanistan. In 

June, the Pentagon’s half-yearly report on the situation in Afghanistan described 

India as “Afghanistan’s most reliable regional partner” and noted the interests — 

conflicting in many cases — of countries such as Iran, Saudi Arabia, China, Russia 

and the Central Asian states in Afghanistan, not to mention Pakistan.  

The new strategy does not appear to be addressing this factor and other measures 

of the Trump administration could aggravate the rivalries. Herein lies the most 

serious challenge in making any meaningful progress in Afghanistan. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

individual 
right issue 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 State on the other side) 

Context: Human rights activists often advance the claim that 

government is an anti-liberal establishment. During a discussion on 

individual liberty and state intrusion, a friend raised a counter-question: 

Why is the government always perceived as an institution resisting 

individual rights? His point was that government, after all, is a 

community of individuals who constitute it. 

Concern: In India, however, the current trends would indicate that state 

seems to take an increasingly apathetic stand on fundamental rights 

issues in legal adjudication.  

Three recent examples are instructive. 



 

 

First example: Marital rape 

Govt. stand:  

• On the question of criminalisation of marital rape, the Centre 

made several regressive arguments before the Delhi High Court.  

• It was argued that what might appear to be marital rape to an 

individual wife might not appear so to others.  

• With this argument, the government sought to make a 

distinction between marital rape and other kinds of rape.  

Analysis:  

• However, the fact that the offence is committed in a marital 

union does not change the character or the nature of the 

offence.  

• Only non-consensual sexual acts will qualify as rape and not all 

sexual acts. It is consent that reverses the equation.The second 

claim was that penalising marital rape would destabilise the 

institution of marriage.  

• Conclusion: Now, whatever the benefits of collective institutions 

are, the value of individual liberty ought to triumph them. 

Individuals are the ultimate bearers of rights and duties in a 

constitutional system. They are the morally significant units in a 

liberal democracy and the political authority of the state is 

always constrained by them. 

 
Second example: The Akhila case 

Background:  

• The Supreme Court is currently examining the legality of an 

unusual judgment passed by the Kerala High Court of 

nullifying the marriage of a 24-year-old girl called 

Akhila/Hadiya.  

• In the high court, Akhila’s parents, who were the 

petitioners, argued that their daughter had been subject to 

indoctrination and forced conversion to Islam and that she 

was unable to take an independent decision in the matter. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/centre-against-making-marital-rape-a-crime/article19584102.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/centre-against-making-marital-rape-a-crime/article19584102.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/criminalising-marital-rape-will-destabilise-marriage-govt-tells-hc/article19581512.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/criminalising-marital-rape-will-destabilise-marriage-govt-tells-hc/article19581512.ece


 

 

The marriage of their daughter, they submitted, was bogus 

and void. 

Govt. stand:  

• Quite controversially, without any proper medical 

examination or other authentic evidence, the government 

argued that Akhila was unable to make an informed decision 

about her own life.  

• The basic assumption that certain adults are incapable of 

making decisions about their own life offends individual 

freedom.  

Analysis: 

• It is important to respect the fact that individuals can also make 

wrong decisions. 

•  It is quite crucial that adults are able to think freely and the 

state is bound to protect and preserve their capacity to do so.  

• Conclusion: Only when the state system ensures individual self-

governance can collective democratic self-governance be 

meaningfully exercised. Even further, it is correctly argued by 

scholars that the legitimacy of the state is heavily dependent on 

its respect for individual autonomy. 

 
Third example: The privacy case 

Govt. stand: The stand of the Central government regarding the 

right to privacy was not impressive. The then Attorney General 

argued that privacy does not enjoy the status of a fundamental 

right under the Constitution. By relying on two earlier decisions of 

the Supreme Court, it was asserted that “Indians could claim no 

constitutional right of privacy”. 

Analysis: 

• Though the arguments are less bizarre than the first two 

cases, this claim is vulnerable. 

•  To put it simply, constitutions are not to be read like 

commercial contracts. Constitutions talk about rights in an 

abstract language and the Indian Constitution is no 

exception.  



 

 

• Article 21 merely states about non-deprivation of life or 

personal liberty.  

• What constitutes personal liberty, for instance, is a matter 

of constitutional interpretation and context.  

• Conclusion: Merely because a right is not expressly 

conferred by the Constitution, it does not cease to exist. 

Many unwritten rights are, after all, manifestations of 

written provisions. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-
china 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (The picture after Doklam) 

Context: It was the first time that India deployed troops on the Chinese 

border after a third party asked for help. Stand-offs have multiplied, suggesting 

that mechanisms of border dispute resolution were not as effective as they used 

to be, or not even relevant in such a case. 

Analysis:  

India can claim that it has forced China to withdraw by showing determination-

cum-restraint, a mix that has impressed other South Asian countries which 

are under Chinese pressure and may turn to India for preserving their 

sovereignty 

India-Bhutan relation:  

Bhutanese appreciate India’s soft power in cultural and societal terms, but the 

cooperation in the domain of hydropower that represents 25-30 per cent of 

Bhutan’s GDP is far from satisfactory. 

India will have to deliver more effectively on that front to retain Bhutanese 

trust. 

Bhutan-China relation:  Both countries have no diplomatic relations but they have 

talked since 1984 and have even signed the Agreement on the Maintenance of 

Border and Tranquillity in 1998 

Possible reason for Withdrawal of troops from Chinese side: China was hosting the 

BRICS summit in early September and feared an Indian boycott. Hence, It will affect 

the  international image of Xi Jinping very badly 



 

 

India’s concerns over Doklam:  

Chinese authorities announced that the PLA will continue to patrol in the area. 

Conflict of Interestbetween India and China:  

China may continue to veto a move targeting the Jaish leader, Masood Azhar, in the 

UN. In any case, China will not let down Pakistan  

 The CPEC is gaining momentum as one of the major components of Xi’s Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI). 

The first major problem India may face in its attempt to resist China is economic: 

China is not only the first trade partner of India but a large investor too. 

New Delhi cannot mobilise as many resources as Beijing to make inroads in third 

countries. For example in Sri Lanka. 

Way forward 

Besides the US, India can turn more towards Japan. Narendra Modi launched 

the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, a project New Delhi and Tokyo have conceived 

together. This partnership could be the cornerstone of a larger coalition that may 

include other countries eager to resist China’s “string of pearls” in the Asia-Pacific 

region. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-Japan 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Why India needs a bullet train) 

News: Prime Ministers Narendra Modi and Shinzo Abe will be laying the 

foundation stone of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) project, 

popularly known as the bullet train 

Benefits:  

Government of Japan will provide a soft loan of about Rs 90,000 crore at 

an interest rate of 0.1 per cent over 50 years. Such loan, from other multilateral 

or bilateral development financing institutions, would cost between 3-7 per cent 

with a repayment period of 20-30 years. 

One of the stated objectives of the project is “Make in India”. Hence a step 

towards govt. flagship programme. As per the agreement the MAHSR Project has 

“localised manufacture” and “transfer of technology” as objectives. 



 

 

This project is likely to generate employment for about 20,000 workers,who will 

then be equipped to take up construction of more such projects in India. 

There are two types of services proposed. A “rapid train” service with only 

two stops — at Surat and Vadodara — and a slower service that halts at 10 

stations en route.The “rapid train” would complete the journey in 2 hours 

and 7 minutes, while the slower service would take 2 hours and 58 

minutes. 

The technology regarding disaster predictions and preventions will also be 

acquired as part of the project. The Shinkansen technology is renowned for 

its reliability and safety.The train delay record of Shinkansen is less than a 

minute with zero fatalities. 

Challenge:  The new areas where construction skills would be developed are 

ballast-less track, under sea tunneling et al. 

Steps taken by govt. for above challenge: 

A dedicated High Speed Rail Training Institute is being developed at Vadodara.This 

institute will be fully equipped with equipment and facilities, such as a simulator, as 

exist in the training institute at Japan. 
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GS:2—POLITY 

 

Divorce 
issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Six-month cooling period for granting divorce can be 

waived: SC) 

News: The Supreme Court held that the minimum cooling period of six months for 

granting the decree of divorce under the Hindu law can be waived by a trial court 

if there was no possibility of cohabitation between an estranged couple. 

Background: The 1955 Hindu Marriage Act provides for a statutory cooling period 

of six months between the first and the last motion for seeking divorce by mutual 

consent to explore the possibility of settlement and cohabitation. 



 

 

Other guidelines: The top court also said that in conducting such proceedings, the 

trial court "can also use the medium of video conferencing and permit genuine 

representation of the parties through close relations, such as parents or siblings, 

where the parties are unable to appear in person for any just and valid reason as 

may satisfy the court, to advance the interest of justice." 

 

GS:3—DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

 

Flood  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg4 Chhattisgarh declares 97 tehsils drought-hit) 

News: The Chhattisgarh government declared 96 of the 149 tehsils in the 
State as "drought-hit" owing to less than normal rainfall this year. 

Further action:  

• "The State government will send a proposal to the Centre to increase 

the work-days under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Guarantee Scheme to 200 days from the current 100 days per family 
in the drought-hit areas." 

• The State Cabinet has decided that every gram panchayat should set 
aside one quintal of rice for needy people in the 96 tehsils. 

• Property tax will not be collected in the affected tehsils this year.  

• Proposals will be sent to the Central government to resolve the 
drinking water problem in the State and to provide subsidy in 
procuring seeds and diesel in the drought-hit tehsils." 

• The drought-affected farmers will be paid claims under the Prime 
Minister's Crop Insurance Scheme. 

• Land revenue taxes will also be waived in the drought-hit districts. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

Biodiversity  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 A fragile ark that shelters 2,626 creatures) 
News: In a first, the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has published an 
compendium of animal species in the Indian Sundarbans, estimating that 
there are 2,626 of them in the fragile island ecosystem. 

Facts: 

• The Indian segment of the Sundarbans, part of a UNESCO World 

Heritage site, forms part of the Ganga-Brahmaputra delta across 
9,630 sq. km, distributed among 104 islands. 

• The region hosts 2,487 species that come under the zoological 
kingdom of Animalia, and 140 under the more primitive Protista. 



 

 

• The researchers document the famous tigers of these islands, 

which have adapted to aquatic conditions around, the human-tiger 
conflict, and behaviour of the big cat. 

• The fortunes of 50 mammalian species including the Asian small-
clawed Otter, Gangetic Dolphin, Grey and Marsh Mongoose and the 
wild Rhesus Monkey, the only primate here, are also documented. 

Threat and concern: 

• "Due to pressure on habitat from people and natural threats that 

have shrunk the mangrove swamp habitat, mammal numbers are 
declining. 

• Rhinos, Swamp deer, Barking deer and Hog deer and Asiatic Wild 

Water Buffalo are not found in Sundarbans anymore. 

• There are 11 turtles, including the famous Olive Ridley and 
Hawskbill sea turtles and the most threatened freshwater species, 
the River Terrapin. 

• A crocodile, 13 lizards including three species of Monitor Lizards and 

five Geckos are found here. 

• The rivers, creeks channels and the islands together harbour about 
30 snake species, led by the King Cobra, considered vulnerable by 
IUCN. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Gorkhaland 
issue  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Mamata agrees to some demands of Hill leaders) 
News: Signs of thawing of relationship between the West Bengal 
government and leaders of Gorkhaland movement was evident at the 
second all-party meeting when Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee agreed to 
some of the demands of the hill parties. 

About meeting details: 

• Mr. Tamang, who has been expelled from Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 

(GJM), submitted a memorandum of 17 demands on behalf of the 
GJM. 

• The Chief Minister agreed on at least two major demands of 

providing compensation to those killed in the Darjeeling hills in the 
three-month-long agitation and constituting a high level inquiry to 
probe the series of small intensity blasts that have rocked the hills. 

• The Chief Minister also promised to pay salaries in advance to 
government employees who are ready to join work. 

• The Chief Minister, who underlined the need for a permanent 
solution, said she would have to take opinion on the issue of tripartite 
talks as the hill leaders elected to the regional autonomous body 



 

 

of Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA) have resigned. The 
GTA provided provisions for tripartite talks, she added. 

• The statement also added that the "90 days of indefinite strike and 

the death of 11 Gorkhaland supporters was not bargain for bonus, 
salary, winter allowance for teachers and development issues." 

 

 

GS:2—EDUCATION 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 Varsities can now seek ‘eminence' status) 

News: The University Grants Commission announced the beginning of a 90-
day application process for universities - public and private - to seek the 
status of institutions of eminence, which will provide them freedom from 
the regular regulatory mechanisms. 

Fact: 

• Twenty institutions - 10 public and 10 private - will be given this 

status with the aim to give them freedom to become world-class 
institutions 

• The 10 state-run institutions will have an additional benefit - 

provision of Rs. 10,000 crore over a period of 10 years, over and 
above the regular grants. 

Objective: The aim of the scheme is to help institutions break into the top 
500 global rankings in 10 years, and then break into the top 100 over time. 

Implication: By March-April 2018, the chosen institutions will be accorded 
the status of "Institutions of Eminence" with a mandate to achieve world-

class status over 10 years. 

Beneficiaries: Institutions in the top 50 of the National Institute Ranking 
Framework rankings or those who have secured ranking among top 500 of 
the Times Higher Education World University Rankings, QS University 

Rankings or Shanghai Ranking Academic Ranking of World Universities are 
eligible to apply. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Citizenship  

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Chakmas to be made citizens) 
News: As the government remains undecided on the procedure to 
deport the Rohingyas, it is all set to give citizenship to over one 
lakhChakma-Hajongs, Buddhists and Hindus who fled to India in the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1960s to escape religious persecution in the Chittagong Hill area of 
Bangladesh (undivided Pakistan then). 

Fact:  

• A senior Home Ministry official said they would be granted 
citizenship but will not have any land ownership rights in 
Arunachal Pradesh, a predominantly tribal State. 

• "They would be free to buy land anywhere else in India but not 

in Arunachal Pradesh.  

• They could continue to live in the transit camps where they have 
been housed since 1964-65. 

 

GS:2—education 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Vishwajeet scheme a non-starter) 

News: V. Ramgopal Rao, Director of the Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT), Delhi, expressed disappointment that the ambitiousVishwajeet 
scheme of the Union government had become a non-starter. 

About the scheme: it  entailed the provision of Rs. 1,250 crore to each 
of the top seven IITs over a period of five years to upgrade 

infrastructure, hire foreign faculty, and collaborate with foreign 
institutions to break into the top league in global rankings, has 
reportedly been shot down by the Finance Ministry. 

Why india need such scheme: 

• with schemes such as Vishwajeet, IITs would break into the top 
100 in three or four years  

• None of the IITs are currently ranked in the world's top 350, as per 

the 14th edition of the Times Higher Education's World University 
Rankings. 

Reason for non starter: 

• Govt have already started three major things like Vishwajeet 
through other agencies.  

• Higher Education Finance Agency is already operational. Govt. is 
leveraging Rs. 2,000 crore of budgetary support in the debt market 
and creating Rs. 20,000 crore of funding. Hence,doing this to create 
the best research infrastructure in the higher education sector.  

• The Minister added, "There is also the Ucchatar Avishkar 
Yojana. You must go to various industries and bring them to your 
campus. They will invest at least Rs. 2-3 crores annually in research 
excellence centres. Then there are the Prime Minister's proposed 

scholarships too." 



 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Growth  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Time for course correction) 
Context: Low Growth rate data released by the Central Statistics Office 

(CSO) 

• The CSO has released the estimates of the GDP for the first 
quarter (April-June) of 2017-18 

• The numbers showed that in Q1 of 2017-18, GDP grew by 5.7% 

• Gross value added (GVA) at basic prices grew by 5.6% 
Concern:  

• the growth rate has fallen below 6% 

• The most disappointing aspect of the first quarter numbers is 
the steep fall in the growth rate of manufacturing to 1.2% 

 reasons behind the low growth 

• Certainly, demonetisation must have had a negative impact 

• Also, the destocking of goods which might have happened 
prior to the introduction of the GST must have also had 
a negative impact 

• But, it might be inappropriate to attribute the entire decline of 
2 % points to the two factors 

• One of the arguments attributed to the low growth rate is 
the poor performance of the external sector. Hence, 
India’s declining growth rate has also coincided with poor 
export performance 
Background: 

• The high growth phase between 2005-06 and 2007-08 saw 
exports growing at an average annual rate exceeding 20% 

• Both in 2014-15 and 2015-16, the export growth rate was 
negative 
Current situation: However, the export growth rate has 

become positive since the second half of 2016-17 

• The fundamental problem has been the sharp fall in 
the investment rate. Gross fixed capital formation rate stood 
at 34.3% in 2011-12. This started falling steadily and 
touched 29.3% in 2015-16. It fell further to 27.1% in 2016-17 
Current situation: According to the latest numbers, in the first 

quarter of 2017-18, it stood at 27.5%. It is the decline in private 

investment, both corporate and households, that has 

been responsible for the steady fall. The fall in corporate 



 

 

investment is steep compared to what was achieved in2007-08. 

And Household investment has continued to decline even in 

recent years. Household here includes not only pure 

households but also unincorporated enterprises 

• Important actor behind the Low Investment Rate: One reason is 
the falling investment rate is that the last few years have shown 
a steady and substantial increase in FDI. FDI inflows in 2016-17 
were at an all-time peak of $60 billion. Second, Financing 
investment has taken a wrong turn because of the poor health 
of banks. The sharp reduction in the flow of new credit has also 
put prospective investors in a difficult situation 

Way forward:  

• Most important thing is to create an appropriate investment 
climate 

• Some of the noteworthy changes that have happened in the last 
few years are the passing of the bankruptcy code and GST 
legislation, and modifications in FDI rule 

• We must continue with the reform agenda and there is still a lot 
to be done in the area of governance 

•  To bring banks back to good health, recapitalisation has 
become urgent 

Conclusion: 

• To sum up, the growth rate in 2017-18 is unlikely to exceed 6.5% 

• Once the glitches and fears of the GST are over, the growth rate 
may pick up 

• Our goal must be to achieve and sustain a growth rate 
of 8% and above over an extended period 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Fuel pricing 
issue 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Slow creep) 
News 
Context: Taxes need to be eased to make petrol and diesel more affordable 
to consumers 
Current Pricing policy 

• Daily pricingis now being seen by many as a tactic to increase prices 
while allowing the government to escape any political backlash. 

• The government, has ruled out any change to the current pricing 
policy arguing that it ensures the benefit of lower international 
crude oil prices is passed on to domestic consumers. 

Analysis: 



 

 

• In 2012, a barrel of crude costs around $120, a litre of petrol was 
sold at around ₹65 in retail fuel stations. 

• Today, when the Indian crude basket price has dropped to around 
$50, the retail price of petrol is well over the ₹70 mark. 

Background: The deregulation of petrol and diesel pricing, in 2010 and 
2014 respectively, caused fuel prices to be determined primarily by the 
forces of supply and demand rather than input costs 
Concern: Still, lower international crude oil prices should have led to lower 
domestic fuel prices even under the free pricing regime, if heavy taxes 
were not imposed on domestic fuels. Excise duty and value added tax are 
the main reasons in this regard 
Current situation: 

• The government’s excise duty collection has more than 
doubled during the period 2014-17 

• This suggests that the government, not the consumer, has been the 
biggest beneficiary of lower crude oil prices since 2014. 

• These taxes impose an artificial limit on the amount of supply that 
can be profitably sold to the Indian consumer, which in turn leads 
to consumers paying higher prices for petrol and diesel. 

• GST even at its highest slab of 28%, would substantially lower the 
current tax burden on fuels. 

Benefit: 

• Apart from making petrol and diesel more affordable to many more 
people in the lower rungs of the economy, it will also decrease the 
economic distortions caused by extraordinarily high taxes imposed 
on automobile fuels that are widely used. 

• Along with lower taxes, greater competition in the fuel retailing 
market will allow further cost efficiencies to kick in and lead to 
lower prices for consumers. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-japan  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 An alliance on track) 

Context: When Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe meets Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in Ahmedabad this week, the bilateral 

agenda will range from issues of maritime security to nuclear energy 

and trade. But at the centrepiece of their summitry will be the 

inauguration of India’s first high-speed rail corridor from Mumbai to 

Ahmedabad, to be developed using Japanese technology and 

financing. 



 

 

Background:  

• Since October 1964, when the first bullet trains collapsed the 

time it took to cover the 552 km between Tokyo and the 

commercial centre of Osaka to four hours (today it is down to 

2 hours, 22 minutes), the Shinkansen has emerged as the 

symbol of Japan’s post-World War II ascent to economic 

superpowerdom. 

•  It encapsulates the archipelago’s engineering might and 

almost preternatural standards of safety and punctuality. 

Japan’s Shinkansen have carried over 10 billion passengers to 

date, without a single accident or casualty and an average 

delay of less than one minute. 

• Yet, despite this admirable track record, Japan has struggled 

to export its bullet train know-how, even as Mr. Abe has 

made selling the technology abroad a cornerstone of his 

game plan to revitalise the stagnant Japanese economy. 

• Before signing on India, Taiwan had been Japan’s only 

successful sale.  

• But Taiwan is hardly a poster child for the system, given that 

its high-speed line has suffered heavy losses since opening in 

2007. 

Issue:  

• Profitability is a notoriously hard ask for high-speed train 

networks.  

• Most lines across Europe, for example, are in the red.  

• In Japan, some routes, notably Tokyo-Osaka, are profitable, 

but to achieve this requires high volumes of passengers and 

highly priced tickets.  

• It costs around $130 for a one-way Shinkansen ticket from 

Tokyo to Osaka. 

•  And over 350 trains operate on this line daily, ferrying about 

163 million passengers a year.  

• The region served is demographically dense, home to over 

half of Japan’s population.  



 

 

• These conditions are not easy to replicate and other high-

speed lines in Japan have struggled. 

Challenge: 

• The latest challenge to Japan’s ambitions is the emergence of 

China as the new emperor of the superfast train.  

• Over the last decade China has developed a 22,000 km high-

speed rail network. 

• It boasts the ‘world’s fastest train’, the Shanghai Maglev that 

hits speeds of 430 km. 

•  Its technology is also cheaper, making it an attractive 

proposition for the cost-conscious developing and middle-

income countries of Asia. 

• In 2015, China pipped Japan to the post at the last minute by 

securing a high-speed rail project in Indonesia that had been 

considered by Tokyo to be in the bag.  

• One reason Beijing unexpectedly won out was because China 

offered to finance the line without any recourse to 

Indonesia’s government coffers.  

• Nonetheless, China has also beaten Tokyo to becoming 

Thailand’s partner of choice for its first high-speed rail line. 

• The battle to export bullet trains is clearly reflective of the 

broader rivalry between China and Japan for influence in Asia.  

India’s case:  

• Consequently, the India deal is not only a business coup for 

Japan but also a geostrategic one.  

• “India is not Indonesia or Thailand.  

• It is a great nation, totally autonomous.  

• And it’s not as likely to submit to Chinese pressure 

About project: 

• For Japan, the Mumbai-Ahmedabad contract has been hard-

won.  



 

 

• It entails a loan worth $12 billion, at 0.1% interest, to be paid 

back over 50 years, taking care of over 80% of the project’s 

estimated costs.  

• Japan will also supplement the financing with a generous 

package of technical assistance and training. 

Concern: Yet in India, concerns related to costs, safety and misplaced 

priorities persist.  

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

welfare  

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Maharashtra’s employment-linked scheme to 

increase mangrove cover) 

News: Maharashtra state cabinet approved the Mangrove Protection and 

Employment Generation Scheme for 2017-18 and has made Rs 15 crore 

budgetary provision for it. 

Aim: This special scheme is to preserve mangroves on public and private 

land and to provide employment opportunities — linked to mangrove cover — 

to people of the selected areas. The decision will help in protecting mangroves 

on around 30,000 hectares. 

About scheme:  

Employment would be generated by setting up businesses such as crab farming, 

bee keeping, rice farming, fish farming and tourism. The businesses can be run 

through a committee or by an individual 

It will help in many people coming forward voluntarily for preserving 

mangroves. 

Committees would be set up in villages having mangrove cover to ensure group 

benefits by forming organisational structure. 

The committee will also prepare a micro plan for mangrove preservation, 

protection, setting up protection fences and improving quality of mangroves. 

September ‘14th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 



 

 

 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-Japan 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Japanese PM Shinzo Abe promises peace, 

prosperity in Indo-Pacific region) 

Context: Highlighting common ‘strategic interests’ Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe who arrived in Ahmedabad said that India-Japan bilateral ties will 

shape the Asia-Pacific region. 

Analysis: The visit of Mr. Abe is significant in view of the weeks-long standoff 
between India and China at the Doklam plateau of Bhutan when the Chinese 
belligerent rhetoric indicated a negative turn in ties with India. 

Agenda: 

• Mr. Abe’s senior advisor Katsuyuki Kawai visited India earlier and 
indicated that Japan would seek ballistic and cruise missiles to deal 
with the dual threat of ‘expansionist’ China and a nuclear-powered 
North Korea. 

• Reports suggest that Japan is likely to take up the sale of ShinMaywa 

US-2 amphibian aircraft that India has been eyeing for the past few 
years. 

• The other major discussion is likely to be over the future of India-
Japan nuclear ties which has acquired a new broader scope after 
Japan secured the legislative ratification for the deal. 

• While the visit is likely to highlight the High Speed Rail project 

between Mumbai and Ahmedabad, it will also showcase Japanese 
willingness to invest in the infrastructure and strategic sectors in 
South Asia where it has emerged as the largest strategic partner of 
India. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-Japan  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 A push for co-operation in  S&T & medical 

research) 

News: In the light of Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit to India, the 
two countries have signed a host of agreements to further cooperation in 
science and technology, including research into stem-cells for making bone-
marrow transplants more accessible. 



 

 

About agreement: 

• The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) already has an India-Japan 
cooperative programme that has Christian Medical College & 
Hospital, Vellore, and Kyoto University, Japan, as participants. 

• They renewed the agreement for five more years. 

• “The aim of the programme is to develop infrastructure and 

expertise for India to be a competitive force in regenerative 
medicine and induced pluripotent stem cell biology. The focus of the 
collaboration is on developing treatments for sickle-cell anaemia, 
Beta thalassemia and brain disorders, and creating a haplobank 
relevant to Indian populations,” said a press release. 

About haplobank: it refers to a specially maintained collection of embryonic cells 
that can, in theory, be directed to become any kind of cell and thus progenitor of 
replacement organs. 

 

Fact: Japanese scientist Shinya Yamanaka was a co-recipient of the 2012 
Nobel Prize for medicine for discovering ways to reprogram mature stem 
cells. 

 

GS:3—S&T 

 

GM crop 
issue 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg7 India has ‘narrow’ pool of mustard varieties, say 

agricultural scientists) 

Context: Slamming activists for spreading “misinformation” on genetically-

modified (GM) mustard, India’s premier association of agricultural 

scientists has said that India has a “narrow” pool of mustard varieties. 

Background:  

• That India had over 9,000 varieties of mustard and was the “centre 
of origin and diversity (of mustard) ” was among the key arguments 
made by Prashant Bhushan in the Supreme Court, as part of a 
petition by activist Aruna Rodrigues. 

• Earlier a Supreme Court-appointed Technical Advisory Committee 

had also recommended a stay on GM mustard citing the breadth of 
India’s genetic diversity in mustard and that introducing it would 
lead to “irreversible” contamination. 

• “Contrary to GM basher’s propaganda – that very high diversity is 
available in Indian mustard – scientific analysis has shown that the 
Indian gene pool of mustard is very narrow… as a consequence, in 

spite of extensive efforts by our plant breeders – there is very little 



 

 

impact of pure-line breeding on mustard yields in recent years,” says 
a report by the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), a 
600-member body of agricultural scientists. 

• In June 2017, a 230-member quorum of the NAAS had passed a 

resolution unanimously supporting the commercial release ofDhara 
Mustard Hybrid 11 (DMH-11), a transgenic food crop that had been 
cleared by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) for 
commercial release. 

Rationale:  

• “The base is narrow and that’s why we need hybrid technology for 
developing better mustard varieties,” Panjab Singh, president, NAAS, 

said. 

• Though there were wild-related species, these were largely 

untenable for commercially extracting oil, he added. 

• Unlike in wheat, for instance, where the male and female can be 
crossed to make a wide genetic range of hybrid seeds, mustard is a 
self-pollinating plant that isn’t amenable to such crossings. 

• DMH-11 uses a combination of genes from a soil bacterium that 
makes mustard amenable to hybridisation. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-Russia 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Indo-Russian war games in Oct.) 

News: India and Russia have begun discussions to work out the modalities 
for their first tri-service military exercise to be held in October. 

Fact: 

• It will also be India’s first bilateral military exercise with any country 
involving all three services. 

• “The Indra exercise is scheduled from October 19 to 29. 

Objective:  

• “The aim of the exercise is to carry out joint exercises for suppression 
of international terrorist activities under the United Nations 
mandate,” the source added. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Syria issue Source—The Hindu (Pg12 Russia comes forward to rebuild Aleppo) 



 

 

 

 

 

News: A strongman chief of Russia’s Chechnya region, has offered to repair the 
damage that Aleppo’s ancient Umayyad mosque sustained in ferocious 
clashes four years ago,. 

Background: 

• Syria’s second city was battered by four years of fighting between 
rebels in the east and government forces in the west, until an 
evacuation deal at the end of 2016 brought it under regime control. 

• In September 2015, Moscow began carrying out air strikes that have 

allowed Syrian troops to retake swathes of territory — including 
Aleppo. 

• Now that it is back under government control, Russia appears keen to 
help rebuild it. 

Russia’ assistance plan: 

• Moscow said it will send some 4,000 tonnes of building materials and 

construction equipment to Syria to help “rebuild vital infrastructure for 
settlements freed from terrorists”. 

• Moscow has also dispatched its military police to prevent looting and 
maintain order. 

Other country assistance: Syria has also signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Tehran for the provision of five gas units to help generate 

electricity and restore power to Aleppo. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Telecom 
sector 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 TRAI chief calls for zero cost for digital transactions) 

News: While calling for eliminating costs associated with digital payments for a 
sustained growth of such transactions, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
(TRAI) Chairman R S Sharma emphasised on the need for a speedy solution to 

issues of data ownership and privacy in the country. 

Need of the hour: Stating that India had the most robust digital payment 
infrastructure, Mr. Sharma said "if we want to have a sustainable digital 
transactions system, we must ensure that MDR or merchant discount rate is 
zero, especially for small value transactions because that is where the tipping 
point will come." 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 



 

 

Vulnerable 
section  

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 We need to talk about rural distress) 

Context: A century ago, farmers in Bihar’s Champaran district were 

forced to set aside 15% of their land to cultivate indigo under 

the Tinkathia system. Once planted, the farmers were still subjected to a 

variety of extortionist cesses, or abwabs. They rose in revolt but were 

crushed by the East India Company until the arrival of a barrister from 

South Africa. 

Concern:  Yet, a century after Mahatma Gandhi fought against the 

exploitation of farmers, India’s agrarian community still remains under 

siege. 

Challenges faced by farmers: 

• Complex decision making: At a granular level, marginal farming in 

India is a highly complex and decision-intensive process. Farmers 

have to make a variety of decisions starting with the choice of 

crops (annual or short term) and their time of tillage. Then there 

are rising prices of agricultural inputs, availability of water, soil 

suitability and pest management. All these factors create a 

narrow window of economic benefit for the marginal farmer. A 

wrong decision can wreak havoc. 

• Debt crisis: This uncertainty is reflected in rural debt levels. A 

Panjab University study showed that in Punjab, large farmers with 

holdings greater than 10 hectares typically had a debt-to-income 

ratio of 0.26, while for medium farmers, 4-10 ha, and semi-

medium farmers, 2-4 ha, it was 0.34 — all seemingly affordable. 

However, small, 1-2 ha, and marginal farmers, less than a hectare, 

faced a greater burden of debt, with a debt-to-income ratio of 

0.94 and 1.42, respectively; over 50% of their loans are from non-

banking sources. 

• Labour shortage: With average landholding size decreasing from 

2.3 ha in 1971 to 1.16 ha in 2011, and average input prices rising, 

cultivation costs have also increased. A farmer now typically 

earns ₹2,400 a month per hectare of paddy and about ₹2,600 a 

month per hectare of wheat, while farm labourers earn less than 

₹5,000 a month. Real farm wages have grown at an average 

annual growth rate of 2.9% between 1991 and 2012, with farm 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/The-Champaran-example/article17024100.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/The-Champaran-example/article17024100.ece


 

 

wages declining between 2002 and 2007. Effectively, about 30.5 

million left farming between 2004-05 and 2010-11, seeking 

employment in the secondary and tertiary sectors. In 2011, the 

Planning Commission estimated that the size of this agricultural 

workforce would shrink to less than 200 million by 2020. 

Consequences of the above challenges: 

• Sucide: The consequence is farmers committing suicides. Farmer 

suicides have also grown primarily in States with limited irrigation 

and variable rainfall, comprising 87.5% of all farmer suicides in 

2015. Over 3,21,428 farmers committed suicide in the last 20 

years. 

• Large farmers in Maharashtra typically have access to modern 

pumps, consuming huge amounts of water and leaving hardly 

anything for small and marginal farmers. 

•  Fertilizer and pesticide prices have also risen, causing marginal 

farmers to adopt organic means. The limited availability and high 

cost of high-yielding seed varieties also hampers agricultural 

productivity. Given such constraints, farmers have limited scope 

for crop diversification, choosing to focus primarily on staple 

crops such as wheat and rice, where the government offers a 

price guarantee for produce and the availability of post-harvest 

infrastructure. 

Govt. initiative: 

• Institutional support has been provided in various forms since 

Independence. Established in 1982, the National Bank 

for Agriculture and Rural Development has sought to provide 

financing support for tube-well irrigation, farm mechanisation 

and other ancillary activities.  

• The introduction of a nationwide agriculture loan waiver in 1990 

had a deleterious impact on the provision of rural credit, 

providing a short-term palliative while breeding credit indiscipline 

among farmers and leading to a shortfall in rural credit growth. 

• The 2004-05 Union Budget sought to double agricultural credit, 

while a 2% interest subvention was provided in 2006, allowing 

farmers to avail of kisan credit card (KCC) loans at 7% per annum 

http://www.thehindu.com/tag/685-684/agriculture?utm=bodytag


 

 

(up to ₹3 lakh). Another agricultural loan waiver was sanctioned 

in 2009, just before the Lok Sabha election.  

• In 2011, the government provided a further 3% interest 

subvention for farmers making immediate payments on their KCC 

loans.  

• More recently, the Uttar Pradesh government’s farm loan waiver 

scheme has been replicated in Maharashtra, Punjab and 

Karnataka and estimated to total up to 0.5% of India’s GDP. 

Similar demands are growing in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 

Haryana.  

Analysis: 

• However, India’s agricultural policy has historically disincentivised 

the creation of a formal credit culture among farmers.  

• When the next election is likely to bring about another farm loan 

waiver, why would any farmer seek to pay off his loans early?  

• Such schemes can also prompt farmers to take on risky ventures 

that are beyond their capacity. 

Way forward:  

• Small and marginal farmers certainly deserve greater support from 

the government. Ideally, India ought not to have rural distress. We 

have the second largest amount of arable land in the world. Yet, less 

than 35% of this land is irrigated, with the remainder subject to 

fluctuations in rainfall. 

• There are other ways to mitigate their plight.  

1. Greater subsidies could be extended for the purchase of 

agricultural equipment, fertilizers and pesticides, while the 

medical insurance coverage could be expanded through the 

Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojna. 

2.  In addition, the scope of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act could be increased. Allowing 

marginal farmers to be paid for tilling their own fields could 

reduce their input costs. Such measures could also increase their 

net income. 

 

Conclusion:  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/yogi-waives-farm-loans-up-to-rs-1-lakh/article17818822.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/yogi-waives-farm-loans-up-to-rs-1-lakh/article17818822.ece


 

 

• Finally, we need a national conversation on rural distress.  

• Unlike the Champaran Satyagraha, national attention has been 

curiously lacking. We ought to discuss the Swaminathan 

Commission’s report in a full week’s sitting of Parliament and 

decide which direction India’s agriculture goes.  

• With empathy for India’s farmers and a truthful assessment of 

on-the-ground farming reality, we must make the right choices 

for Indian agriculture. 

 

GS:1—SOCIETY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 subnationalism not a threat) 

Context: Along with the rhetoric of nationalism, India is also witnessing 

the re-emergence of subnationalism as a political idea.  

Background:  

• Interestingly, this is emerging most strongly from Karnataka, 

which is neither ruled by a regional party nor has shown any 

significant separatist or secessionist tendencies in the past. 

• The key issue of contention is regarding a separate State flag for 

Karnataka. While Karnataka has had an unofficial yellow-and-red 

flag for almost 50 years, the government is now considering 

adopting an official State flag.  

• The other issue is the protest against the imposition of Hindi, 

most notably on the signboards of Namma Metro stations in 

Bengaluru. 

Concern:  Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has strongly come out 

in support of the State flag and against the use of Hindi signboards in the 

Metro. 

Issue:  

• Even if the narrative around Kannadiga pride is impelled by the 

government with an eye on the upcoming Assembly polls, the 

larger questions around identity it raises cannot be ignored.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/karnataka-rakshana-vedike-held-for-protesting-at-namma-metro-stations/article19312895.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/karnataka-rakshana-vedike-held-for-protesting-at-namma-metro-stations/article19312895.ece


 

 

• Given the multiple identity markers, the key challenge is to foster 

a shared political community that also accommodates the 

multiple aspirations of a diverse population.  

• This is important as an aggressive nationalism seeks to engulf any 

alternative ideas of self-identification.  

• The counter-narrative hence brings into question the place of 

linguistic and cultural rights in a plural society with a federal 

Constitution. 
Accommodating multiple identities 

Past happenings: 

• Historically, the nationalist movement had furthered a pluralistic 

idea of India.  

• While the Indian National Congress had demanded language-

based provinces during the freedom movement, the experience 

of religion-based Partition made the Nehru government vary of 

adopting linguistic States in the early years after Independence. 

•  But with the enactment of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, 

linguistic States became a reality.  

• Further, the Official Languages Act of 1963 prevented the 

planned transition of India’s official language from English to 

Hindi. 

•  These key legislative moves ensured that Indian national identity 

is not homogeneous. 

Current situation: 

• India also does not follow a classical majoritarian form of 

democracy.  

• While the first-past-the-post electoral system tends to favour 

ethnocultural majorities, there are also certain group-based 

fundamental rights provided in the Constitution, such as in 

Articles 29 and 30.  

• Part XXI of the Constitution has a set of special provisions for 

certain States and sub-State regions, while the Fifth and Sixth 

Schedules give special institutional measures for the 

administration of areas with high Scheduled Tribe populations. 



 

 

• While India does not neatly fit within political scientist Arend 

Lijphart’s framework of a consociational system (providing for 

formal power-sharing arrangements between different social 

groups), it possesses a flexible constitutional order that enables 

creative solutions to subnational aspirations.  

 

Analysis:  

• The creation of new States based on varied grounds has not been 

too arduous in independent India.  

• Hence, Alfred Stepan, Juan Linz and Yogendra Yadav argue that 

India may be classified as a “state-nation” which respects 

“multiple but complementary” sociocultural identities and 

provides constitutional mechanisms to accommodate political 

claims arising out of these identities.  

• Such a constitutional order has been central to our endurance as 

a nation state for 70 years. 

• The accommodation of linguistic and cultural diversities does not 

merely help maintain the integrity of India’s national boundaries, 

but also promotes positive social outcomes.  

• In How Solidarity Works for Welfare, Prerna Singh has argued that 

subnationalism is positively linked to social development. Using 

multiple research methods, she demonstrates that greater the 

level of subnational solidarity, higher will be the State’s 

commitment to social welfare. Kerala’s success is the most 

striking example. She contrasts Kerala and Tamil Nadu with Uttar 

Pradesh, a development laggard with little subnational solidarity, 

to argue her point. 

Conclusion: 

• With hyper-nationalism on the rise, it is important to reassert the 

pluralistic character of the Indian nation state.  

• While nationalism conventionally privileges one sociocultural 

identity over others, India’s pluralistic nationalism celebrates the 

coexistence of multiple identities.  



 

 

• The assertion of subnational pride in States like Karnataka 

counters attempts at advancing the homogenising narrative of 

Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan.  

• As long as subnationalism is not secessionist, or aimed at othering 

sections of the population, it should not be viewed as a threat, 

but rather as a constitutive element of India’s plural democracy. 
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India-japan  

 

 

Source—The Indian express (The case for alliance) 

Context: Japan was the only nation extended public support to India during the 

Doklam confrontation with China. In the aftermath of India’s nuclear tests, Tokyo 

was at the forefront of the international condemnation and the imposition of 

collective economic measures against Delhi. 

Analysis: 

Rise of China and uncertainty over America’s role in Asia has brought Japan and India 

closer 

But now Japan has come closest to being India’s natural ally in Asia. 

 

Concern in Asia 

Purposeful military modernisation over the last few decades has given Beijing levers 

to contest US military dominance over Asia. This is Growing uncertainty over 

America’s future role in Asia 

Rising China has dethroned Japan as the number one economic power in Asia. 

China’s GDP is now five times larger than that of India. 

Beijing outspends Delhi and Tokyo on defence by more than four times. According to 

the London-based International Institute of Strategic Studies, China’s defence budget 

($216 billion) is more than twice that of India ($56 billion) and Japan ($46 billion) put 

together 

India and Japan also worry about the consequences of a potential American 

retrenchment or a deliberate decision in Washington to cede more space to Beijing 

in Asia. 



 

 

Reason for concern: As Beijing’s neighbours, they have a big stake in a cooperative 

relationship with Beijing and also a strong incentive to temper some of China’s 

unilateralismthrough a regional balance of power system 

India-Japan relation: 

The cooperation between India-Japan is increasing through civil nuclear agreement, 

high speed railway development, and modernisation of transport infrastructure in 

the Northeast. 

Tokyo and Delhi have expanded their maritime security cooperation, agreed to work 

together in promoting connectivity and infrastructure in third countriesin India’s 

neighbourhood. 

Way forward: 

Without a significant defence relationship, the talk of an alliance between India and 

Japan remains meaningless. 

Although military exchanges expanded over the last few years, the two sides are far 

from a credible defence partnership that can shape the regional security 

architecture in the coming decades. 

That negotiations on India’s purchase of Japanese amphibious aircraft, US-2i,have 

been stuck for years underlines part of the problem. 

It is necessary to overcome the bureaucratic inertia that limits the defence 

possibilities between India and Japan 
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Source—The Indian express (Citizenship for Chakma, Hajong refugees soon) 

News: The Centre will grant citizenship to all Chakma and Hajong refugees living in 

the Northeast but will ensure that rights of indigenous people are not diluted 

Background:  

Chakmas and Hajongs were originally residents of Chittagong Hill Tracts in erstwhile East 

Pakistan (bordering India and Myanmar in present-day Bangladesh) 

They left their homeland when it was submerged by the Kaptai dam projectnear Chittagong, 

Bangladesh, in the 1960s 

The Chakmas, who are Buddhists, and Hajongs, who are Hindus, also allegedly 

faced religious persecution 



 

 

Govt. plan: 

Centre is finding a workable solution so that the 2015 SC order to grant 

citizenship to Chakma-Hajong refugees can be honoured, and the rights of the local 

population are not diluted 

The Centre is proposing that the refugees will not be given rights, including land 

ownership, enjoyed by Scheduled Tribes in Arunachal Pradesh 

However, they may be given inner line permits required by non-locals in Arunachal 

Pradesh to travel and work 
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FCRA 
regulation 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Home Ministry cancels foreign funding licence of JNU, 

DU, IIT Delhi, ICMR) 

News: The Union Home Ministry has cancelled registrations of many 

institutions, under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, 2010 (FCRA) 

Issue: Many prominent higher education institutions, including JNU, DU, IIT-

Delhi and the ICAR, are among several hundred organisations which have 

been barred by the Centre from receiving foreign funds 

Rationale:  

These institutions have reportedly failed to file their annual returns for 

the last five years, despite being served repeated notices. However, 

many organisations had not validated these accounts, causing problems for 

the banks which are required to report receipt of foreign funds within 48 

hours 

 

About Rules for receiving foreign funds 

No organisation or institution is allowed to receive funds from abroad unless 

it is registered under FCRA 

It is mandatory for such organisations to submit their annual 

income and expenditure statements to the government 

An educational institution, for instance, needs its FCRA registration 

number to receive donations from its alumni based abroad 



 

 

All NGOs registered under FCRA should receive foreign donations in a 

single designated bank account 

Guidelines for NGOs 

The Home Ministry has also directed 1,222 NGOs across the country 

to validatethe bank accounts in which they receive foreign funds, failure of 

which will invite punitive action 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg1 HC bars floor test in T.N. Assembly till sept. 20) 

News: The Madras High Court restrained the Tamil Nadu Governor, Speaker of the 

Legislative Assembly, Chief Minister and Chief Secretary from holding a floor test in the 

House till September 20. 

Background:  

Justice M. Duraiswamy passed the interim order after senior counsel Kapil Sibal, 

representing DMK working president M.K. Stalin, voiced apprehensions that by Wednesday 

next, the Speaker might disqualify 19 dissident AIADMK MLAs and hold the trust vote 

immediately thereafter in an attempt to convert the existing “minority government” into a 

one that enjoys an “artificial majority” in the House. 



 

 

The judge added that the floor test could be conducted only after obtaining suitable orders 

from the court on September 20. 

Mr. Stalin, in his petition, had sought a direction to the Governor to order a floor test for 

the Palaniswami government, claiming that it had lost its majority in view of the 19 MLAs 

expressing their lack of confidence in the Chief Minister. 
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Source—The Hindu (PG10 No drought-like scenario: Ministry) 

News: A spell of good rain in the first 10 days of the month has substantially lowered the 

prospects of any drought-like situation as the Agriculture Ministry claimed that production 

of kharif crops coverage was satisfactory. 

Data:  

“Though there is deficit rainfall reported in 95 districts, sowing is normal and satisfactory. 

The current rainfall in the first fortnight of September in many States will improve the 

situation. The yield is expected to be same as of last year. There is no drought-like 

situation,” said the Ministry, reacting to reports that “as many as 225 districts across 17 

States could face drought-like situation.” The Ministry said rainfall was near normal and the 

overall deficit was only about 6%. 

 “The kharif crops’ coverage in almost all the States have been satisfactory, and, the rains 

during the period from 1-10 September, 2017 in Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, 

Telangana, Odisha and Jharkhand have improved moisture in the soil,’’ ministry said. 

Background:  

Early this week, media reports had suggested that the National Agriculture and Drought 

Assessment System had triggered level one of drought alert assessment after deficit rainfall 

last month. Rainfall shortage and deviation from normal rainfall pattern fall in the first 

category, while the second category of drought alert is triggered by a shortfall in crop 

sowing. The final stage of drought assessment is field surveys after prolonged dry spell 

affecting crop production. 

Last year, the Centre introduced a new system of assessing droughts, and, drought 

warnings were categorised into three categories. 
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India-Japan 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Japan calls for ‘Free and open Indo-Pacific 

Strategy’) 

News: Japan’s diplomacy with India during Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s 

latest visit, highlighted the country’s intensifying focus on the Indo-

Pacific region and Tokyo’s evolving foreign policy. 

Initiative taken: 

• Speaking to the media, Japan government’s spokesperson laid 

out the overarching nature of the new concept, “Free and Open 

Indo-Pacific Strategy” that aims to prepare Japan to deal with 

the fast changing global and regional order and threats from 

China and North Korea. 

•  “Japan will expand infrastructure, development, trade and 

investment, and enhance business environment and human 

development from East Asia as a starting point, to the Middle 

East and Africa,” Mr Maruyama’s presentation stated.  

• The ‘Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy’ rests on “two oceans” 

— Indian and Pacific — and “two continents” — Africa and Asia. 

It is understood that by connecting “two oceans” and “two 

continents”, Japan is quietly challenging China’s aggressive plans 

in the South China Sea that pose a threat to the energy lane that 

sustains Japanese economy.  

Benefit: The government of Shinzo Abe believes that connectivity 

between Asia and Africa through a free and open Indo-Pacific, is 

expected to support stability and prosperity of the region. 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg12 U.S. to extend sanctions relief to Iran) 

News: The U.S. on Thursday was to extend wide sanctions relief for Iran 

under the 2015 nuclear deal, sources familiar with the matter said, but 

no decision on whether to preserve the deal itself has yet been made. 

Other action: 



 

 

• At the same time, the U.S. Treasury announced new cyber-

related sanctions on about a dozen Iranian individuals or 

entities. 

• Under the law, these sanctions can be waived for a maximum of 

120 days, forcing the U.S. government to revisit the issue every 

four months. Sources familiar with the matter stressed that the 

wider U.S. policy toward Iran has yet to be decided. 
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GST 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Good and simple tax) 

Context: India’s goods and services tax regime is nearing the end of its first 

full quarter since roll-out this July.  

Analysis: 

• Revenue collections from the first month appear robust, with just 
70% of eligible taxpayers bringing in ₹95,000 crore.  

• At this rate, the total tally could well surge close to ₹1.2 lakh crore. 
This would be significantly higher than the ₹91,000 crore indirect tax 
target for the Centre and the States on an overall basis.  

• This initial trend will need to be corroborated by inflows for 
subsequent months, but with many more taxpayers registering in 
August, the GST appears to have begun well as far as the exchequer 
is concerned.  

Benefit: 

• If revenues remain healthy, the government would, over time, get 
the necessary fiscal room to rationalise multiple GST rates into fewer 
slabs and possibly lower levies as a stimulus. 

Concern:  

• However, for businesses the going has been far from smooth, with 
firms of all sizes across sectors struggling to file their first set of 
returns under the GST due to significant glitches in the GST Network, 
its information technology backbone, and issues of connectivity.  
Action taken:  

• The government has extended the deadline for GST returns for the first month twice, 
with GSTR-3 now required to be submitted as late as November 10.  

• A group of Central and State ministers has been tasked with resolving the GSTN’s 
challenges.  



 

 

Need of the hour: To inspire confidence, this group must act not only expeditiously 

but also transparently — especially with regard to the GSTN’s operational capacity. 

Issue: 

• However, as it stands now the delay in filing returns for the first, and 
therefore subsequent, months means that taxpayers expecting a 
refund from the authorities on taxes already paid (for example, by 
exporters) will end up waiting for almost four months (for the period 
of July alone).  

• This is bound to crimp their working capital availability and create an 
unjust burden on their finances, impacting their ability to scale up 
production ahead of the high-turnover festive season.  

• The problem is most acute for exporters, for whom the Council has 
now formed a special committee under the Revenue Secretary.  

• Amid all this, the GST Council has already changed the announced 
tax rates on over 100 products and services within about 75 days of 
the roll-out. An ever-changing policy landscape is hardly conducive 
for attracting investment.  

Conclusion: Clearly, a lot of things were not thought through or tested (such 

as the GSTN) when the government opted for a July 1 launch for GST instead 

of the September 16 date that the constitutional changes made last year 

allowed. Admitting to the errors of judgment so far is essential for a genuine 

course correction. 

Way ahead: 

• Provided there are no further setbacks on these timelines, these 
procedural problems need to be resolved as soon as possible for 
industry to be comfortable with this switch-over. 
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Biodiversity 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Creating corridors of certainty) 

Context: Ranthambore in Rajasthan is arguably India’s most well-known 

tiger reserve. It is estimated that there are over 60 tigers in this 

relatively small tiger reserve. But what about the future? A genetic 

study suggests that Ranthambore’s tigers suffer from low genetic 

diversity and isolation. 

Issue:  

• While the reserve itself is doing well in terms of tiger numbers, 

it is cut off from other forests.  



 

 

• This is a microcosm for many other tiger reserves in India.  

• Several are admirably run with healthy tiger numbers, but 

simultaneously they are also witness to fast-paced disturbance 

in the landscape around them.  

• While numbers of tigers are stable inside reserves, connectivity 

between them is getting cut off. 

Findings: 

• Based on a study of samples from tiger post-mortems and 

collection from live tigers, a new study, which had inputs from 

laboratories at the Wildlife Institute of India, the Centre for 

Cellular and Molecular Biology, Kerala Veterinary and Animal 

Sciences University, and Aaranyak has found that India has three 

distinct and genetically connected tiger populations.  

• These are in: south India; central India, the Terai and north-east 

India; and in Ranthambore.  

• The Ranthambore population has the least genetic diversity and 

may suffer from isolation.  

• There are two issues here:  

1. populations require genetic flow to remain robust; securing 

healthy tiger numbers are not enough for tiger health.  

2. Second, we are in an age of active management. When 

tigers go extinct in an area, they are flown in or carried in 

from other areas — as was done in the case of Panna 

(Madhya Pradesh) and Sariska (Rajasthan). It appears, prima 

facie, that the problem is solved. But are these management 

devices a suitable proxy for genetic flow through actual 

habitat corridors? 

Concern: India has more than 60% of the global wild tiger population. 

Thus, the question is not just of today but also of tomorrow. 

Analysis: 

• Several studies suggest that tigers do well in remote and dense 

forest.  

• But tigers also need new forest to colonise, dispersing from 

their natal areas as they reach adulthood.  



 

 

• Natural history has viewed the tiger to be the epitome of the 

‘wild’ animal — doing well in areas with less human disturbance, 

taking down large prey, keeping a distance from people, and 

being fiercely territorial of space.  

• Modern surveillance proves this theory demonstrating that 

tigers will traverse long, difficult distances to establish 

territories. As examples, we have had tigers moving from 

Ranthambhore to Bharatpur (Rajasthan), from Pilibhit to 

Lucknow (both Uttar Pradesh), and from Pench (Madhya 

Pradesh) to Umred (Maharashtra). 

Concern:  

• Genetically isolated or stranded populations can suffer from 

genetic depression, and subsequently, mutations and ailments. 

• This has already happened to species which have had stranded 

populations such as the Florida panther and possibly the Great 

Indian Bustard. 

•  Yet today there is a hard disregard for conservation outside 

protected areas. For example, In Madhya Pradesh, the Ken-

Betwa river interlinking project will submerge a large part of the 

Panna tiger reserve and landscape. A new proposed irrigation 

project will submerge more than three lakh trees in the Palamau 

tiger reserve (Jharkhand).  

Way forward: 
 

• Undoubtedly, numbers are important. They indicate a 

continuous protection effort and that the habitat is doing well. 

But numbers are the beginning of the tiger story, and not the 

end. 

• The fact that the forest department carries out conservation 

but does not own land outside of the forest is an important 

factor. Thus an effort to link reserves would need many more 

stakeholders and political will.  

• This is not easily done, but needs to be attempted as a 

conservation priority. Rajasthan recently created the Mukundra 

tiger reserve for Ranthambore’s ‘spillover’ tigers.  



 

 

• Apart from moving tigers with human intervention, the corridor 

between the two reserves should be strengthened too. Other 

States need to start restoring corridors or stepping stones 

between forests. 

Conclusion: With mounting human pressure, to ask for more acres of 

protected forests may be utopian. But conserving workable corridors is 

doable — and as science shows us, also necessary. 
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Infrastructure 

 

 

Pg9 The new highways 

Context: As acquisition of land for national and State highways 

becomes scarce and the cost of construction of roads, flyovers and 

bridges goes up, the government is now exploring using water as a 

means of public transportation. 

Some challenges 

• With the enactment of the National Waterways Act, 2016, the 

total number of national waterways is now 111. But providing 

infrastructure such as jetties, terminals, and navigational 

channels continues to pose a challenge. 

Fact:  

• Hence, the government has proposed an amendment to the 

Central Road Fund Act, 2000. The Central Road Fund 

(Amendment) Bill, 2017 implants ‘national waterways’ into the 

2000 Act. 

• The Bill proposes using a part of the cess collected on high-

speed diesel and petrol for the upkeep of the national and 

State highways for maintaining the infrastructure of the 

national waterways. 

Benefit:  

• The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, which tabled 

the Bill in July 2017 in the Lok Sabha, said national waterways 

provide a cost-effective, logistically efficient and environment-

friendly mode of transport, whose development as a 



 

 

supplementary mode would enable diversion of traffic from 

over-congested roads and railways.  

Need of the hour:  

• It is argued that the waterways project deserves better 

regulation and development across the country. 

• In order to suitably develop national waterways, sustainable 

source of funding is imperative as budgetary support and 

funds from multilateral institutions are inadequate. 

Source of funding: In a statement on objectives and reasons for the 

amendment, the Ministry said that “one of the sustainable sources of funding 

for the development of waterways is to earmark certain per cent of cess levied 

and collected on high speed diesel and petrol under the Central Road Fund Act 

of 2000”. It has proposed to provide 2.5% of the cess on high-speed diesel and 

petrol for the development and maintenance of national waterways. This would 

accelerate the development of national waterways by utilising the funds 

generated by way of cess. It also offers incentives and certainty for the private 

sector to invest in the inland waterways transport sector. 

Issue: At the current rates of levy of cess, about Rs. 2,000 crore per annum is 

estimated to be available for the development and maintenance of national 

waterways. The administration of the cess collected will also involve some 

expenditure. It is not possible to indicate the quantum of expenditure involved 

at this stage. However, the expenditure involved for this purpose would be met 

out of the budgetary provision of each year by the Ministry of Shipping, as 

approved by Parliament. 
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Rohingya issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Can India ignore the Rohingya crisis?) 

Left views:  

• Current situation: Over 379,000 Rohingyas have fled 

Myanmar to neighbouring Bangladesh.  

India should come forward to help the refugees. The reasons are 

threefold: maintaining a tradition of generosity, and economic and 

strategic factors. 



 

 

• First, not only as a major power in the region but also as the 

largest democracy in the world, there are expectations that 

India should extend help to the fleeing Rohingya, at least on 

humanitarian grounds, and contribute to help resolve the 

conundrum.  

• India has been historically known to be benevolent to refugees. 

During the late 1980s and early 1990s, it welcomed thousands 

of refugees from Myanmar.  

• Another extant example of India’s magnanimity in welcoming 

refugees is the presence of approximately 120,000 Tibetan 

refugees, residing in different parts of India. From the first 

Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to the incumbent 

Narendra Modi, India has been providing all necessary 

assistance to the Tibetans, including the government-in-exile in 

McLeodganj, a suburb of Dharamshala in Himachal Pradesh.  

• India is also a home for hundreds of thousands of refugees from 

countries such as Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 

internal refugees from Kashmir, and even some 40,000 

Rohingyas from Myanmar. 

• Second, peace and stability in the Rakhine state is important for 

India’s economic investment. During his September 5-7 visit to 

Myanmar, PM Modi said India shares Myanmar’s concerns over 

“extremist violence” in Rakhine. He also emphasized the need 

to bring about overall socio-economic development in the state 

by undertaking both infrastructure and socio-economic 

projects. The continued violence in Rakhine state is affecting 

India’s Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport project, aimed at 

developing transport infrastructure in south-west Myanmar and 

India’s Northeast.  

About Kaladan Multi-modal Transit Transport project:  The project includes the 

construction of a deepwater port at the mouth of the Kaladan river in Sittwe, 

the capital of Rakhine state on the Bay of Bengal. 

• Third, it is understandable that India does not want a 

strained relationship with Myanmar at this juncture when 

New Delhi is exploring ways to enhance its presence and 



 

 

influence in Myanmar and the Southeast Asia region through 

its Act East policy. But this does not have to be at the 

expense of alienating or marginalizing the Rohingya 

population. 

Need of the hour:  

• When there are growing calls from the international 

community to the Myanmar government to end violence in 

Rakhine state and address the Rohingya conundrum, it would 

not be a wise strategic move for India to ignore them.  

• While the government may take a conscious decision to 

publicly support Myanmarese leader Aung San Suu Kyi, at the 

same time it should gently prod her government to adopt a 

positive attitude toward resolving the Rohingya problem with 

the help of the international community. 
 

Right views:  

Issue: Had the subject not been so tragic, the lecture to India by the 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, 

would have been amusing. He conveniently directed his diatribe at 

New Delhi and Yangon while skipping reference to Dhaka where the 

bulk of Rohingya Muslim refugees have sought refuge. 

Analysis: The UN apparatchik has described the Myanmar 

government’s action against the Rohingya as “ethnic cleansing”. He 

may well be right in that description.  

Concern: But when India faced a similar situation in Jammu and 

Kashmir in the 1990s, and Kashmiri Pandits were “cleansed” out of 

the Valley by forces aided and abetted by Pakistan, the UN 

authorities stayed stupefyingly silent. Similarly, the systematic 

eviction of Hindus from Pakistan that continues 70 years after 

Partition has never caused outrage among the self-appointed 

guardians of human rights. 

Need:  

• As far as the Rohingya are concerned, all advice needs to be 

directed at the Myanmar government led by Aung San Suu Kyi, 



 

 

winner of the Nobel Peace Prize for her valiant struggle to re-

establish democracy.  

Reason for deporting them: 

• Some have managed to sneak into India too, although they 

are particularly unwelcome in the Northeast already reeling 

under a steady deluge of illegal infiltrators from Bangladesh, 

including Buddhist Chakmas turfed out from their homes in 

the Chittagong Hill Tracts 

• It is argued by India’s bleeding hearts that this country has a 

tradition of sheltering those seeking to escape persecution in 

the neighbourhood, be they Tibetans, Afghans or many hill 

tribes of the Northeast. But there is a limit to which our 

overpopulated country can accommodate without triggering 

socio-economic tensions.  

• The presence of a large number of immigrants from 

Bangladesh flooding into India for better jobs, incidentally, 

has little to do with the persecution of minorities in that 

country. 

• Initially, our government did try to accommodate some 

Rohingya, resettling a few thousand in Jammu. But this 

immediately led to protests in that region.  

• There are genuine fears that destitute Rohingya youth would 

be easy prey to Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence and 

international jihadist outfits such as al-Qaeda among others. 

• Arguably, we have a natural compassion for those 

persecuted by their own governments in South Asia. But 

whereas India cannot deny shelter to persecuted Hindus 

from Pakistan or Bangladesh for they have no other country 

to turn to, that is not the case with Rohingya Muslims. 

Conclusion:  

• It is a measure of the abject failure of the Myanmar regime 

that after 70 years of Independence it has still not integrated 

many of the tribes living in that country, particularly the 

Rohingya.  

• Why should India pay the price for this failure?  



 

 

• Further, Pakistan (including Bangladesh or erstwhile East 

Pakistan) was carved out of India with the avowed purpose of 

creating a Muslim homeland. Considering Myanmar was part 

of British India and ruled from Delhi till 1948, it can be argued 

that Myanmarese Muslim refugees too should be 

accommodated in that “homeland” if necessary. 
 

Centre view:  

Analysis:  

• It is difficult to envisage, given the present circumstances, 

use of force to send the unfortunate and suffering people 

back as neither Myanmar nor Bangladesh will accept them.  

• At the same time, we obviously cannot send a message that 

India is willing to receive a huge number of displaced people 

from Myanmar. 

• As for the larger question of what is happening in Myanmar 

and its impact on Bangladesh now and on other Southeast 

Asian countries earlier, we have to recognise this is an 

extremely sensitive issue within Myanmar. The problem is 

not unidimensional.  

• First, there is undoubtedly the dimension of terrorism. As a 

result of whatever has been happening in the Rakhine state 

in the past, terrorism has raised its ugly head there and this 

has clear links to our western neighbour. Hence, it makes 

sense for New Delhi to develop convergence with the 

Myanmar authorities.  

• Second, there is the angle of development deficit. The socio-

economic development of this region has not improved — 

this has been a root cause. Besides, there is the underlying 

angle of perceived discrimination and the way in which 

Rakhine Muslims have been treated virtually as second-class 

citizens. 



 

 

• A very heavy responsibility rests on the shoulders of 

Myanmar’s political elite that runs the government, the 

military and Aung San Suu Kyi.  

Background: The government of Myanmar took the right step to 

appoint the Kofi Annan-led Advisory Commission on Rakhine state 

some time back, with notable Myanmar experts included in it. It has 

come out with a comprehensive report, which needs to be 

considered seriously by the authorities in Myanmar. We, as 

neighbours, should also study it carefully as it points a way out of the 

very complex and tragic problem. 

High stakes for India 

• The stakes for India are very high.  

• The issue does impact us in multiple ways.  

• We also have to take into consideration that it impacts 

negatively on Bangladesh which is our close friend, neighbour 

and valued partner in South Asia.  

• We also have good relations with Myanmar, which stand 

further strengthened with the recent visit of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi.  

• India is in the process of rejuvenating BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal 

Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation), of which both countries are members. So, India 

may have to play a quiet role to urge and nurture a long-term 

solution to the problem. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Fuel price issue 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Pg14 Crude facts) 

Concern: Petrol and diesel are currently retailing in Delhi at Rs 70.39 and 

Rs 58.74 a litre, respectively — or just below their corresponding levels of 

Rs 71.41 and Rs 56.71/litre on May 26, 2014 when the Narendra 

Modi government assumed office.  

http://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi
http://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi


 

 

Current situation: Given that the average cost of crude oil imported by 

Indian refiners has more than halved during this period — from $ 108.05 

to $ 53.83 a barrel — consumers have every reason to complain.  

Fact: True, the Indian crude basket price has gone up even more during 

this period — by $ 7.89 a barrel or 17.2 per cent — but the grouse about 

deregulation not benefiting consumers still has some justification. 

Reason:  

• The main reason for the crash in international oil prices not being 

passed on to consumers has, of course, been the Centre 

simultaneously hiking the specific excise duty on both petrol 

(from Rs 9.48 to Rs 21.48/litre) and diesel (from Rs 3.56 to Rs 

17.33/litre).  

• The additional revenues from the increased levies, taking annual 

consumption at 3.2 crore kilo-litres of petrol and 9 crore kilo-litres 

of diesel, works out to over Rs 1,62,000 crore a year.  

Need of the hour:  

• The rules of the free market should, after all, allow consumers to 

derive the benefits of low prices, just as they must pay more 

when the demand-supply balance tilts the other way.  

Concern: But then, oil is different. For a country short of fossil fuel 

resources, there is a long-term case for restraining consumption and 

promoting energy efficient production alongside renewable technologies. 

One way to do it is through taxation, which will, incidentally, also 

contribute to the exchequer. The Modi government should, hence, 

ignore populist pressures to slash fuel excise duties now. 

Way forward:  

• But it could do two things to partly assuage consumer feelings.  

• The first is to convert a portion — maybe even 50 per cent — of 

the excise on petrol and diesel into a cess, whose proceeds would 

be used solely to fund railways, metro, highways, irrigation, port 

and other infrastructure projects. Consumers may not mind 

paying more in taxes, when they know where that money’s going.  



 

 

• Secondly, simply allowing oil marketing companies to make 

automatic price adjustments to import parity levels on a daily 

basis isn’t deregulation.  

• The market needs to be thrown open to independent fuel 

retailers, who would source petrol and diesel from where it is 

cheapest, rather than from captive refineries. That’s how it is in 

the US, where Costco and Walmart sell more fuel than 

ExxonMobil or Chevron. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-japan 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Pg14 Like a bullet) 

News: The High Speed Railway (HSR) project inaugurated by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo Abe  must be 

seen in context.  

Analysis: 

• In 1853, India’s first railway train covered the 34 kilometres between 

Bombay and Thane in about an hour.  

• More than 160 years later, the average speed of the Indian Railways 

is just about two times that historic journey.  

• At 60 km/hour, the average speed of the Indian Railways is among 

the slowest in the world.  

• Gatiman, India’s fastest train, attains a top speed of 160 km per 

hour.  

• But if things go according to the government’s plan, in 2022, the HSR 

at its peak will operate at more than twice this speed.  

• It will travel between Mumbai and Ahmedabad in two to three 

hours, slashing the 508-km journey by about six hours. 

Benefit:  

• For the Indian Railways, which has been dogged by a plethora of 

problems — including those related to safety and punctuality — the 

http://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi


 

 

HSR’s cutting-edge Shinkansen locomotive technology could be a 

game-changer. 

• A symbol of post-war Japanese industrial rejuvenation, the 

Shinkansen has a well-earned reputation for reliability.  

• Since it was launched in 1964, the train has not had a single accident 

and its average delay is less than a minute.  

• The carbon footprint of a passenger travelling by a HSR train is about 

the fifth of an air traveller. 

• But apart from diverting road and air travellers, the HSR — like all 

efficient transport systems — could generate a new class of 

passengers as well.  

• Unlike air travel, it will serve smaller centres, many of them tier II 

and tier III cities, en-route, providing a multiplier effect to the 

economy.  

• The government estimates that the project itself will generate about 

40,000 jobs.  

• The technology transfer that Japan has agreed to is expected to 

boost the government’s Make in India programme. 

Challenge: 

• But the Indian Railways needs upgradation at several levels.  

• According to the Anil Kakodkar Committee Report, submitted in 

2012, nearly 19,000 km of tracks are in desperate need of 

modernisation.  

• In June, the Minister of State for Railways, Rajen Gohain, admitted 

in Parliament that more than 50 per cent of railway accidents are 

due to derailments.  

Conclusion: While the government is justifiably upbeat about the HSR 

project, it should not lose sight of the other problems of the Indian Railways. 

September ‘16th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 



 

 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Aadhaar issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Aadhaar to be linked to driving licence) 

News: Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology Ravi 

Shankar Prasad on Friday announced that after linking Aadhaar to 

PAN cards, the Union government would now link it with driving 

licences as well. 

Rationale:  

• He said the measure would help check the menace of multiple 

licences. 

• He added that Aadhaar was a safe and secure tool for good 

governance and empowerment. 

• Aadhaar represented digital identity, not physical identity, and 

that digital identity confirmed physical identity, Mr. Prasad 

said, adding that the government had linked Aadhaar to PAN 

card to stop money laundering. 

 

GS:1—GEOGRAPHY 

 

Cyclone 
impact on 
monsoon 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg5 Recurving cyclones reduced rain in August) 

News: A strange pattern of tropical cyclones (TC) in the Western Pacific 

appear to be the reason for the drying up of monsoon rains in August 

across India. 

Background: 

• The India Meteorological Department (IMD) had predicted 

normal monsoon rains in August, typically the second most 

bountiful monsoon month after July. 

Mechanism:  

• During the monsoon months, cyclones in the Western Pacific 

move westwards towards India and aid rain-bearing systems 



 

 

over the sub-continent. But during some years they ‘recurve’, or 

start to swing north-east, and do not give as much of a push to 

the rains as they do in the good monsoon years. 

• This re-curving frequently happens during the El Nino years but 

this time it inexplicably occurred when an El Nino hasn’t yet 

taken shape.  

• El Nino years are those when sea surface temperatures in the 

east equatorial Pacific rise, and often dampen the monsoon.  

• While several international meteorological agencies had raised 

concerns about a likely El Nino forming in August or September 

this year, it didn’t happen. 

Need of the hour: “We will need a more thorough analysis. But it looks 

like re-curving Western Pacific tropical cyclones may have played a role 

in reducing the August rainfall,” said Madhavan Rajeevan, Secretary, 

Ministry of Earth Sciences and a former chief forecaster with the IMD. 

Concern:  

• Nearly 22% of the country faces drought-like conditions.  

• IMD Director-General KJ Ramesh said that phenomena such as 

unfavourable cyclone activity in the Pacific were “transient” and 

couldn’t be captured in early forecasts.  

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

FCRA 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg5 Ministry clarifies on FCRA licence) 

News: The HRD Ministry clarified that the institutions created through an 

Act of Parliament do not need an FCRA licence to receive foreign funds. 

Background: The Home Ministry has cancelled the FCRA licences of 

several hundred organisations, including the Delhi University, Jawaharlal 

Nehru University and IIT Delhi, for failing to file annual returns for five 

consecutive years. 

Provision: Citing Section 50 of FCRA 2010, the official said the statutory 

bodies created though Central or state Acts are exempt. 

 



 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Investement 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 centre plans to borrow for infra development) 

News: To break the vicious cycle of low performance leading to low 

budgetary allocation, the Urban Affairs Ministry is planning to go for 

market borrowings to incentivise good performance by the States. 

Background: The concept, according to a senior Ministry official, stems 

from the United Progressive Alliance (UPA)-era Jawaharlal Nehru 

National Urban Renewal Mission, in which several projects remained 

incomplete when the Mission was wound up in 2014, primarily due to 

slow pace of execution and corresponding low provisioning of Central 

support. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECH 

 

ATAGS 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Indigenous artillery gun sets new record in range) 

News: An indigenous artillery gun, Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System 

(ATAGS), being jointly developed by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) and the private sector has set a new 

world record in range by hitting targets at a distance of 48 km. 

About gun: 

• “During trial firings at Pokhran ranges last week, ATAGS registered 

the longest ever distance of 48.074 kms, surpassing the maximum 

ranges of 35-40 kms fired by any artillery gun system in this category 

• ATAGS is a 155mm, 52 calibre towed artillery gun being developed 

in mission mode by DRDO as a part of the Army’s artillery 

modernisation programme. 

•  The record was achieved with special ammunition, “high explosive – 

base bleed” (HE – BB) by the ATAGS variant developed by Kalyani 

Group. 

• The development is being done through a consortium based model, 

similar to that adopted for the Pinaka multi-barrel rocket launch 

system.  



 

 

• It was designed by DRDO’s Armament Research and Development 

Establishment (ARDE) in Pune. In addition, Bharat Forge Limited of 

Kalyani Group, Tata Power Strategic Engineering Division and 

Mahindra Defence Naval System from the private sector are 

involved in a big way along with the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB). 

For instance, the barrel and breech mechanism, on both variants of 

ATAGS, was developed at Kalyani Group. 

The gun has several significant features including  

• an all-electric drive, 

•  high mobility,  

• quick deployability,  

• auxiliary power mode,  

• advanced communication system, 

•  automated command and  

• control system.  

• It has a six round magazine instead of a standard three round 

magazine.  

• Also, the gun weighs slightly more than normal due to the larger 

chamber. 

 

GS:3 – S&T 

 

Space  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg18 Cassini spacecraft makes death plunge into Saturn) 

News: After 20 years in space, NASA’s famed Cassini spacecraft made its final 

death plunge into Saturn, ending a storied mission that scientists say taught us 

nearly everything we know about Saturn today and transformed the way we 

think about life elsewhere in the solar system. 

About incidence: Cassini, an international project that cost $3.9 billion and 

included scientists from 27 nations, disintegrated as it dove into Saturn’s 

atmosphere at a speed of 1,20,700 kmph.  

Moment of pride 

Fact:  

• Saturn’s ocean-bearing moons Titan and Enceladus 



 

 

• Three other spacecraft have flown by Saturn — Pioneer 11 in 1979, 

followed by Voyager 1 and 2 in the 1980s. 

• But none have studied Saturn in such detail as Cassini, named after the 

French-Italian astronomer Giovanni Domenico Cassini, who discovered 

in the 17th century that Saturn had several moons and a gap between 

its rings.  

• Cassini launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida in 1997, then spent 

seven years in transit followed by 13 years orbiting Saturn. 

• In that time, it discovered six more moons around Saturn, three-

dimensional structures towering above Saturn’s rings, and a giant storm 

that raged across the planet for nearly a year. 

• In 2005, the Cassini orbiter released a lander called Huygens on Titan, 

marking the first and only such landing in the outer solar system, on a 

celestial body beyond the asteroid belt. 

• The spacecraft is also credited with discovering icy geysers erupting 

from Enceladus, and eerie hydrocarbon lakes made of ethane and 

methane on Saturn’s largest moon, Titan.  

• Huygens was a joint project of the European Space Agency, Italian 

Space Agency and NASA. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 A peculiar order) 

Context: The rationale for the Madras High Court’s interim order that there 

be no floor test in the Tamil Nadu Assembly until September 20 is hard to 

fathom.  

Background: The order stalling a trust vote came on a writ petition seeking an 

early test on the floor of the House to ascertain whether Chief Minister 

Edappadi K. Palaniswami enjoys its confidence.  

Two different issues appear to be conflated here.  

• One is the Governor’s unexplained delay in ordering a vote of 

confidence even after it has become clear that Mr. Palaniswami is short 

of a majority in the House;  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/madras-hc-restrains-governor-tn-assembly-speaker-from-holding-floor-test-till-wednesday/article19683012.ece


 

 

• the other is the possible disqualification, under the anti-defection law, 

of dissident MLAs.  

Rationale: The stay has been imposed mainly because the Advocate General 

declined to give an undertaking that they would not be disqualified before the 

floor test.  

Issue: It is a moot question whether delaying the trust vote itself is the correct 

way of protecting a dissenter’s right to vote against a government.  

Analysis:  

• The introduction of a motion in the Assembly is essentially an internal 

matter of the legislature, and is ordinarily outside the jurisdiction of the 

courts.  

• Between preventing a regime-saving disqualification and delaying an 

urgently required floor test, the High Court has preferred the less 

reasonable option.  

• The court chose to be restrained on the issue of disqualification, over 

which judicial review is available, but proactive on the timing of the 

floor test, an issue on which courts are normally reticent.  

• It must be conceded that in the event of flagrant violations of the 

Constitution or complete disregard for constitutional norms, a superior 

court has a right to intervene.  

• For instance, it may be lawful for the court to even question the 

Governor’s silence when it becomes glaringly obvious that the 

incumbent regime does not have a majority.  

• It is also empowered to ensure that no member is disqualified solely to 

alter the outcome of a trust vote.  

• Last year, the Supreme Court did stay a floor test in Uttarakhand.  

• But in this case, a direction that none should be disqualified before a 

floor test could have taken care of the petitioner’s fears without 

interfering with its timing.  

Concern: A stay on the vote, in fact, would only give more time for horse-

trading and further scope for a regime to remain in office without an apparent 

majority. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/SC-stays-Uttarakhand-HC-judgement-quashing-Presidents-Rule/article14251707.ece


 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-japan  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 The arc to Tokyo) 

Context: even years of rollercoaster negotiations over an India-Japan civil 

nuclear energy deal came to fruition on Wednesday when Japan’s 

Parliament, the Diet, approved the pact.  

Concern: Opposition parties voiced protest against the deal, highlighting 

concerns that India has provided insufficient guarantees for Japan’s right 

to terminate the agreement in the event of New Delhi conducting a 

nuclear test.  

Analysis: 

• Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe believes that nuclear exports 

are key to kick-starting a Japanese economy stuck in a holding 

pattern for more than two decades.  

• For India, the deal represents hope that the 2008 waiver it 

received from the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group might finally begin 

paying off given that so far it has had limited tangible benefits for 

the country’s power industry. 

•  The deal with Japan is also a necessity for enabling India’s 

bilateral nuclear deals with other countries.  

• Key elements of certain reactors like the AP 1000 and EPR, 

including safety components and domes, are a near-Japanese 

monopoly. 

Concern: However, circumstances in the nuclear industry, both globally 

and specifically in Japan, are undergoing tumultuous changes, making 

the India-Japan deal less significant than it would have once been.  

• Recent developments have diminished Japan’s previously 

formidable nuclear capabilities, calling into question its very survival 

as a nuclear exporter of heft. The most dramatic example is that of 

Toshiba, once a titan of the Japanese nuclear reactor industry that is 

currently struggling to stay afloat following the enormous losses and 

eventual bankruptcy of its U.S. nuclear unit, Westinghouse Electric 

• Hitachi Ltd., another nuclear heavyweight, also booked ‘an 

estimated ¥65 billion ($588 million) write-down for fiscal 2016 



 

 

related to a stalled laser-based uranium enrichment joint venture 

with General Electric in the United States’.  

• Meanwhile, Japan’s third major, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, is in 

trouble too. Its French partner, Areva, is mired in losses and 

undergoing a major restructuring.  

For the moment, Hitachi and Mitsubishi are not giving up on their 

overseas nuclear businesses. 

• Concern: In Japan there has been no domestic construction on a 

new reactor for the past eight years, since a unit at the Tomari 

plant on the island of Hokkaido came on stream in 2009. Hitachi, 

Mitsubishi and Toshiba are all focussing on repair and 

maintenance of existing plants (most of which are idle) rather 

than on construction of new ones. 

Issue raised:  

• Whether such a move is wise in the current context is 

questionable.  

Reason: In the aftermath of the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster, the 

nuclear industry is facing a global crisis. Stricter safety regulations have 

spiked the costs of constructing plants and ‘some countries have become 

more cautious about new reactors.  

International view: 

• Germany, for example, once a committed nuclear champion, has 

decided to pull out of nuclear power altogether by 2022’.  

• Last year, Vietnam scrapped plans for nuclear plants thought to 

be a sure win for Japanese builders.  

Emergence of viable options 

• ‘The emergence of cheap shale oil and gas has made competition 

in the energy sector tougher than ever, while wind and solar 

power generation are also growing as viable, alternative energy 

sources’.  

Data: According to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), just 

three nuclear reactors started construction worldwide last year, and only 

51 were begun between 2010 and 2016. In contrast 20 to 30 new were 

being built every year in the 1960s and 1970s. The IAEA still expects 

global nuclear capacity to grow, until at least 2030, although it thinks the 



 

 

increase could be just 1.9% over the whole period. Faster growth will 

depend principally on the pace of demand in China, South Korea, eastern 

Europe and India. 

Current situation:  

• In India, the cabinet decision last month to set up 10 nuclear 

reactors with a combined capacity of 7,000 megawatts, comes 

against this backdrop. 

• A recent Observer Research Institute study concludes that it is 

highly feasible for India’s installed nuclear power capacity to rise 

to 40-50 gigawatts (GW) by mid-century, up from its current 

installed 5.78 GW capacity.  

Conclusion: For Japan’s nuclear industry this is an opportunity that might 

not knock twice, yet even if grabbed unreservedly, it might still not be 

enough to revive the archipelago’s flailing nuclear ambitions. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Growth  

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Understanding the slowdown) 

Context: India’s economy is slowing down: GDP growth has lost 

momentum in each quarter since the one ending March 2016.  

Analysis: 

• With every passing quarter, the slowdown is explained away 

either as a transitory phenomenon or as happening for reasons 

beyond the government’s control: deficient rains, the sluggish 

world economy, or lately due to demonetisation and the goods 

and services tax (GST). 

•  The reasons offered change. The economic trend does not. 

All four engines slacking 

Background:  

• In the boom years during the United Progressive Alliance’s (UPA) 

tenure, four engines powered the economy: exports, government 

investments, private consumption, and private investments.  



 

 

• Of these, government investments and private consumption were 

still running at the time the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 

took office. 

•  The other two were, and remain, out of steam.  

Concern:  

• Official numbers have captured the weakness consistently — in 

exports for the past three years, and in private investments for 

more than five years.  

• Yet, the debilitating impact of these on growth has received 

inadequate policy attention. 

•  The pain has begun to spread to the rest of the economy: growth 

in government investments and private consumption started 

slowing down in the quarter ending June 2017.  

• The economy’s four growth engines are stalling or slacking. 

Basics:  

• Government investments and private consumption depend on 

how well the economy is doing.  

• As incomes improve, private spending and tax collections pick up.  

• Let’s look at exports and investments. The global economic 

downturn that followed the 2008 financial crisis dealt a body 

blow to exports, before which exports were growing smartly. 

Recovery in the global economy has lifted exports of most Asian 

countries, but Indian exports are stagnating, their 

competitiveness eroded by the overvalued rupee. 

Way forward: India’s economic future can improve significantly with 

investments-led growth.  

Concern:  

• The share of investments, the principal growth engine in the 

economy, in the GDP has declined steadily for the past five years.  

• The decline in private investments is so sharp that it has offset 

the increases in government investments.  

• The steps taken for improving the ease of doing business and the 

foreign investments regime have proved insufficient in restarting 



 

 

the private investments cycle. As a result, new jobs are not 

getting created. Without new jobs, consumption will only grow 

up to a point. 

Why are investments on hold?  

• The returns-risk projections of projects are not favourable.  

• Companies are not convinced that new factories will be 

sufficiently profitable.  

• Among the variables that affect investment decisions are costs 

and availability of finance, land, labour, technology, logistics, and 

taxation.  

• Market prices, or consumer prices inflation, is also a determinant 

of profitability. The government is politically sensitive. So, it has 

set a low target for consumer price inflation.  

• For the same reason, it is unable to progress on land and labour 

reforms.  

• The flow of credit in the economy has thinned to a trickle, as the 

government moved on bad bank loans belatedly and 

inefficaciously.  

• Even if big companies can raise finance from alternative sources, 

the smaller ones cannot.  

• Additionally, in an environment of constant shocks and 

unanticipated policy changes, investment decisions tend to get 

postponed. If people feel unsettled, they are unlikely to invest. 

Govt stand: The government insists these measures will prove beneficial 

over time.  

Issue:  

• There is an inexplicable reluctance to take decisions that will 

deliver positive results quicker, such as reversing the investments 

slowdown and the exports stagnation.  

• Politically difficult structural reforms have fallen off the agenda: 

liberalising land, labour, and agriculture. 

• Part of the problem seems to be the inadequate regard for sound 

economics and trained economists.  



 

 

• The government is inert even to the advice of its own economists; 

the analyses documented in successive editions of its own 

publication, the Economic Survey, influenced policy minimally.  

Way ahead: Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian has diligently 

raised red flags over damages to the economy: from bad bank loans to 

the slowdown of investments, the distorted signals to farmers on what 

to grow and how much, and the GST’s suboptimal design. The 

government must start paying heed. 

 

 

GS:1 – ART&CULTURE 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Pg14 It’s nothing) 

Context: The age of the Bakhshali manuscript, a mathematics text discovered in 1881 

near Peshawar, has been hotly debated by scholars for about a century, on the basis 

of textual analysis and radiocarbon dating.  

Current situation:  

• Now, the radiocarbon accelerator at Oxford has coaxed it into revealing its 

age, which is 500 years more than estimated.  

• But the analysis has also revealed a fresh problem — the pages date from 

three periods across almost eight centuries. Savants can now happily spend 

the next hundred years worrying about how they found their way into a single 

volume. 

What effect does this have on the history of mathematics?  

• Zero. The Bakhshali manuscript focuses on arithmetic algorithms, and the 

practical problems it sets suggest that it was used by traders on the Silk 

Route, rather than scholars.  

• Its importance lies in the copious use of zero as a placeholder. 

•  The device was widely prevalent across the ancient world, from South 

America to China, and survives as the decimal point which descended, via 

India and Arabia, from the Babylonian placeholder zero.  



 

 

• It was not restricted to decimal systems, either. The Babylonians used base-60 

for astronomical calculations, which survives in the telling of time — 60 

seconds make a minute, and 60 minutes make an hour.  

• India’s contribution was to extrapolate from zero as a placeholder to zero as a 

number. 

•  It made it possible to contemplate the void mathematically.  

• It also birthed the wiliest gremlin of computer programming, division by zero, 

which freezes systems. 

Conclusion: 

• The Bakhshali manuscript is not primarily associated with zero as a number, a 

revolutionary idea first used by Brahmagupta in 628 CE.  

• But he did not claim credit for it, and it could have predated him.  

• In ancient history, there is rarely a final verdict on anything, and open 

questions are always preferable to dubious certainties. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian express (Pg14 Securing the school) 

Context: The two recent incidents of attack on children inside their school premises 

in the national capital region of Delhi have sent shock waves across the country.  

Concern: Parents are up in arms asking the government and school managements to 

ensure that prescribed safety and security norms are followed by all schools, 

government as well as private.  

Action taken: 

• The Delhi Education Minister and Directorate of Secondary Education has 

issued directives to all school managements to get all their staff verified by 

the police within one month.  

Issue: This is hardly going to help. From professional and personal experience, I can 

tell you that the Police Verification Forms, after being duly filled out, seldom come 

back. As a matter of routine, these would be dispatched to remote district SPs in UP, 

Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Northeastern states, with few getting replies. Most 



 

 

of the lower level staff in Delhi come from economically backward remote and far 

flung areas. Just getting the police verification cards filled out will get us nowhere. 

Way forward: 

• Securing a premises requires a complex multi-layered screening process with 

the help of technical gadgetry, manned by skilled and alert security personnel, 

to ensure that all potentially lethal objects and persons are kept out, to the 

extent possible.  

• This begins with an impregnable outer perimeter wall and fencing and a sharp 

eye on all ingress and egress points to the premises, round the clock.  

• Regular fire and other emergency drills must be conducted.  

• Connectivity with the jurisdictional police and fire services should be failure-

proof and tested. 

•  All these measures call for on-the-spot audits and regular inspections by 

experienced security professionals, who are unfortunately in short supply in 

our country. 

Issue to achieve above objective: neither the school managements nor the 

directorates of education have the wherewithal to carry out the requisite security 

audits and surveys. The hands of the police are too full to do this. 

Need of the hour:  

• the only way forward, in my view, is to ask experts — there is no dearth of 

retired security officers in the NCR — to prepare a panel of professionally 

manned and managed licensed private security companies, based on careful 

and objective evaluation of their capabilities and capacities. 

• The Directorate of Education should then ask all school managements to get 

the audits of their school premises conducted by any one of them, within a 

stipulated time frame to be followed up by regular and periodical reviews to 

ensure that the safety and security measures are made as foolproof as 

possible. This will definitely involve cost to the school managements but this 

expense will be insignificant compared to the huge profits they have been 

raking in for years. The dividends in terms of safety of our children will be 

high and immensely valuable.  



 

 

• The school authorities have to be suitably cautioned that failure to do so 

shall entail punishment and even termination of NOCs. 

September ‘17th’, 2017 
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Indus water 
treaty 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg10 Indus water talks make no headway) 

News: The latest round of talks between India and Pakistan on 

the Indus Waters Treaty has ended without any agreement, the 

World Bank has said, while asserting that it will continue to 

work with complete impartiality to resolve the issues in an 

amicable manner. 

Background: Amid a chill in bilateral ties, the second round of 

discussions between India and Pakistan on the Ratle and 

Kishanganga hydroelectric projects, over which Islamabad has 

raised objections, took place at the World Bank headquarters 

under the aegis of the World Bank. 

Current situation:  

• “While an agreement has not been reached at the 

conclusion of the meetings, the World Bank will 

continue to work with both countries to resolve the 

issues in an amicable manner and in line with the Treaty 

provisions,” the World Bank said in a statement. 

• “Both countries and the World Bank appreciated the 

discussions and reconfirmed their commitment to the 

preservation of the Treaty,” it said after the conclusion 

of the Secretary-level discussions between the two 

countries on the technical issues of the Kishenganga 

and Ratle hydroelectric power plants within the 

framework of the Indus Waters Treaty. 



 

 

• The World Bank remains committed to act in good faith 

and with “complete impartiality and transparency” in 

fulfilling its responsibilities under the Treaty, while 

continuing to assist the countries, it said in its 

statement. 

Fact:  

• The Indus Waters Treaty was signed in 1960 after nine 

years of negotiations between India and Pakistan with 

the help of the World Bank, which is also a signatory. 

World Bank’s role: 

• The World Bank’s role in relation to the “differences” 

and “disputes” is limited to the designation of people to 

fulfil certain roles when requested by either or both of 

the parties. 

• The last round of talks were held on August 1, which the 

World bank said were held in a spirit of goodwill and 

cooperation. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-EU 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 Trade pacts stuck ahead of summit) 

Issue: With the India-European Union (EU) Summit just three weeks 

away, officials in Brussels and Delhi have told that formal talks on 

the proposed bilateral Free Trade Agreement (FTA) have yet to be 

scheduled, despite a public push from Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and German Chancellor Angela Merkel in May. 

Concern: It is learnt that the current sticking point is regarding 

whether an India-EU Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) can be 

finalised first, as demanded by the EU, or take forward India’s plan 

to make ‘investment protection’ a part of the negotiations on the 

proposed comprehensive FTA — officially called the Bilateral Trade 

and Investment Agreement (BTIA) — and include it in the BTIA as a 

separate chapter. 

Conflict:  



 

 

• The deadlock over ‘investment protection’ followed the EU’s 

concern over what it called India’s “unilateral termination” 

of separate BITs with “a significant number of” EU countries. 

• The FTA talks are also stuck due to differences over the EU’s 

demands on elimination of India’s duties on goods such as 

automobiles and wines and spirits, and India’s pitch for a 

‘data secure’ status (important for India's IT sector to do 

more business with EU firms) as well as to ease norms on 

temporary movement of skilled workers. 

Other agenda: The EU-India Summit is also likely to include 

discussions on issues relating to WTO-level negotiations as well on 

strategic cooperation between Indian police agencies with Europol 

on intelligence sharing and fighting terror. 

 

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 

 

mother-to-child 
transmission 
(MTCT) 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg15 Breaking the chain of transmission) 

Concern: Nayna (name changed), 28, was admitted to JJ Hospital in 

Mumbai when there was a steep fall in her blood pressure. Six 

months pregnant and HIV-positive, she had not registered herself at 

any health-care facility even though her first child, a boy, had tested 

positive for HIV.  

Achievement:  

• “We counselled Nayna and her husband, also HIV+, until 

they realised the seriousness of the disease. She was started 

on medication immediately,” says Rupali Tople, counsellor at 

the hospital.  

• “We promised her that were she to comply with our 

instructions, we would ensure that her second baby was 

HIV-negative.” In February, Nayna gave birth to a girl, who 

has tested negative since. 

Analysis: 



 

 

• While medical science has made big advances in the 

HIV/AIDS fight, it has failed to win the battle so far.  

• But there is one bright spot. 

•  The complete elimination of mother-to-child transmission 

(MTCT) of the virus seems achievable.  

Currently, 5% of babies born to those who are HIV-positive get 

infected. Last December, the National AIDS Control Organisation 

(NACO) had given indications that it could bring that figure down to 

less than 2% by 2030. Worldwide, a transmission rate below 2% is 

considered elimination. 

Key route of transmission 

• MTCT is the primary route of transmission of HIV among 

children.  

• Babies are infected during pregnancy, labour, delivery or 

while breastfeeding.  

• Without any intervention, the risk of transmission is 20-45%.  

• But antiretroviral drugs and other strategies can bring it 

down considerably.  

• “India has now moved on to the most advanced regimen. With 

good drugs and thorough compliance, the viral load in a 

mother reduces drastically and thus helps control transmission 

to babies to a large extent 

Background: 

• Earlier, Indian health providers offered ‘single dose therapy’, 

which involved administering the antiretroviral drug, 

nevirapine, to pregnant HIV-positive women two hours before 

delivery and to newborns within 72 hours of birth. 

•  In 2014, the country moved on to follow the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) recommended ‘multidrug therapy’, which 

is a combination of three drugs — tenofovir, lamivudine and 

efavirenz (TLE).  

International experience:  

• In 2015, Cuba became the first country in the world to 

receive validation from WHO that it had eliminated mother-



 

 

to-child transmission of HIV and syphilis, followed by 

Thailand and Belarus.  

• Among African countries, Uganda claims to be in the pre-

elimination stage.  

Challenge:  

• “The enormous population in India makes it challenging for 

health-care workers to reach out to every pregnant woman.  

• On the other hand, pregnant women too often delay 

registering for antenatal care,”  

Reducing risk 

• Women generally are advised to breastfeed only for six months 

until their babies can develop their own antibodies against a 

range of illnesses. But some doctors recommend that HIV-

positive women should not breastfeed as their milk harbours 

the virus.  

• many women also opt for caesarean section surgeries to 

reduce the risk further. During a baby’s journey through the 

vaginal passage, contact with abrasions, secretions and blood, 

which contain the virus, increases the risk of transmission. 

A clinical trial conducted in Europe had shown that elective 

caesarean section and no breastfeeding limits the transmission. 

But Dr. Daver says that multidrug therapy is usually adequate 

to drastically reduce a mother’s viral load. “If a virus does reach 

the baby, nevirapine does the rest of the work,” she says. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

 

Defence 

 

 

Section2 Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Scorpene submarines to get Indian AIP 

modules) 

News: Even as the Navy gets ready to induct its first conventional 

submarine in almost two decades, sources have confirmed that a 

decision has been reached on an expensive and time consuming 

process to install Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) modules on the six 

new Scorpene submarines to be inducted over the next few years. 

Fact: 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/What-is-a-Scorpene/article14588994.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/What-is-a-Scorpene/article14588994.ece


 

 

• “All six Scorpenes will get an Indian AIP.  

• It will be installed by the Original Equipment Manufacturer,  

• An AIP module is under development by the Defence Research 

and Development Organisation (DRDO).  

• It was supposed to have been installed on the last two 

submarines before they rolled out of the production line. 

However, the module did not materialise due to delays in 

development. 

• AIP modules give stealth and extended endurance to diesel-

electric submarines by allowing them to stay submerged 

longer. 

• The first Scorpene submarine Kulvari has completed all trials 

and is ready for induction either by this month-end or early 

next month. It would go for a normal refit after six years, in 

2023. 

• The second submarine Khanderi has begun trials, and is likely 

to be inducted early next year. 

September ‘18th’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Infrastructure 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Narmada dam built despite attempts to stop it, 

says PM) 

News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated the Narmada dam project 
to the nation on his birthday, calling it Gujarat’s lifeline that has been 
completed despite many hurdles. 

Background: Inaugurating the dam for which the foundation was laid by the 
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, Mr. Modi recalled the contribution of 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/scorpene-submarines-to-join-navy-without-aip-modules/article19104639.ece


 

 

Sardar Patel, in whose memory the project has been named, and B.R. 
Ambedkar, who had propagated the benefits of irrigation. 

Fact: The Narmada is the second biggest concrete gravity dam by volume 
after the Grand Coulee Dam in the U.S. and has faced many hurdles, 
including the World Bank’s refusal to fund it on grounds of environmental 
damage and displacement of tribal people in Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Gujarat. 

Issue: “No other project in the world has faced such hurdles as has the Sardar 
Sarovar Dam on the Narmada river. But we were determined to complete it. 
Many false allegations were hurled at us. Many people conspired to stop it. 

But we were determined not to make it a political battle,” Mr. Modi said. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India-US 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 India under U.S. pressure to scale down ties with 

North Korea) 

News: As war clouds gathered over the Korean peninsula following the 

North Korean missile tests, visiting U.S. officials have asked India to cut 
down ties with Pyongyang, senior diplomatic sources have said.  

In detail: 

• The American insistence that India reduce ties with North Korea is 
an important move as it aims to draw New Delhi more strongly 
into the East Asian crisis. 

• The message also reflects recent Indian arguments about North 

Korea as stated by a high-level diplomat who recounted Pakistan’s 
role in arming it with nuclear knowhow as a reason for India’s 
continued concern with the country. 

Background: 

• India has repeatedly deplored the recent missile and nuclear tests by 

Pyongyang though bilateral ties with the government of Kim Jong-
un have remained more or less undisturbed. 

• India played a key role in the resolution of the Korean war during 
the early 1950s and has maintained diplomatic ties with 
Pyongyang. 

• In April 2017, India supported the U.N. in banning trade with North 
Korea though the Ministry of External Affairs has maintained that 
Indian trade has consisted of humanitarian ingredients like food 

items and medicines. 



 

 

Issue: However, a report in 2016 had revealed that the Dehradun-based 
Centre for Space Science and Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific 
(CSSTEAP) was one of the institutes that trained North Korean scientists, in 
violation of U.N. sanctions. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Judiciary 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 6 High Courts don’t have regular Chief Justices) 

Issue: Six High Courts in the country are without regular Chief Justices for 
the past several months, and at least four Chief Justices of various High 
Courts will be retiring in 2017. 

Current situation: Acting Chief Justices take over the responsibilities of the 
top judge of the State judiciary as a temporary arrangement. They are 
meant to fill the vacuum for a short time till the formalities for the 
appointment of a regular Chief Justice are completed. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Health  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg3 CAG pulls up Odisha govt over deaths of newborns) 

Issue: Odisha has not bothered to find out causes behind the deaths of newborns 
even though neonatal mortality rate in the State is the highest in the country, says 
the Comptroller and Auditor General of India in a report placed in the State 
Assembly. 

Concern: “Though the neonatal mortality rate (37 per thousand) of the State was 
highest in the country and there were 16,651 deaths of neonatal and paediatric 
patients in the Government Medical College Hospitals (GMCHs) and district 

headquarter hospitals during 2013-16, the GMCHs had not conducted any death 
review to identify the causes of death,” says CAG. 

Background: 

• The Health Department had constituted a committee in 1984 to review the 

causes of death occurring in the GMCHs, which was to meet regularly, at 
least once in a month, and submit the proceedings to the Director of Medical 
Education and Training. 

• “During 2013-16, the committee did not meet at all. The State government 
did not ensure sitting of the committee at regular intervals,” it says. 



 

 

• Moreover, the health administration had not conducted prescription audit 

till July 2016. 
Report finding: 

• In another damning finding, the CAG found that the government had not 
given priority to infection prevention and control in paediatric units of 
hospitals. 

• During 2013-16, as many as 427 neonates of the 27,804 babies born in 

checked hospitals, succumbed to infectious diseases like sepsis and 
pneumonia. 

• Overcrowding of wards, unlimited entry of attendants and inadequate 
training to health personnel were the causes of infectious diseases, the CAG 

points out. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg6 Odisha govt rapped for delay in notifying elephant 

corridor) 

News: The National Green Tribunal has expressed extreme disappointment over the 
lethargic pace of notifying elephant corridors — fixed paths which connect 

traditional elephant habitats — in Odisha. 

Background: 

• Adjudicating the case filed by the Wildlife Society of Orissa, NGT, Eastern 
Zone Bench, directed the Odisha government to give a specific timeframe 
for completion of processes before publication of the notification in 

respect of the elephant corridors. 

• In 2010, the State government had identified 14 corridors, which would not 
only have helped the elephants move without any disturbances, but also 
increased chances of exchange of genetic diversity interchange. 

• Later, another nine corridors were identified. 

Concern: 

• However, the government has been dilly-dallying in notifying the corridors 

that would have given legal sanctity for their preservation. 

• “Every day’s delay in doing so, would give rise to further complications and 
a situation may so arise when traditional elephant corridors would be non-
existent leading to their gradual extinction. We may remind ourselves that 
this earth is not for the survival of human race alone,” said the NGT.  

 



 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

PDS 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg11 PDS digitisation moving at snail’s pace) 

News: The Narendra Modi government’s claim to ensure end-to-end 
digitisation of the Public Distribution System (PDS) is coming to naught even 
after three years of being in mission mode. 

Current situation:  

• At least 11 States have not taken the elementary step of digitising fair 

price shops and nine other States, including Uttar Pradesh, have 
hardly made any progress. 

• But out of 5.26 lakh ration shops, only 51% have been digitised in 
three years. 

Fact: 

• The project was launched in 2012 at a cost of Rs. 884 crore to ensure 
that, at every step from field to fork, the government would be able 
to track the movement of foodgrains so that they reached the right 
beneficiaries. 

• As part of the effort, all fair price or ration shops were to be digitised. 

• The project also calls for automation of the supply chain — online 

monitoring of stock positions in godowns, tracking the movement of 
the food grains from the godowns to the fair price shops, SMS alerts 
to beneficiaries, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

India- S. Korea 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg13 Tweaks to pact with South Korea mooted) 

News: India is looking to plug loopholes in its Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
with South Korea following concerns over a recent sudden surge in imports 
of gold and related articles from that country. 

Concern:  

• Authorities are also learnt to be probing a possible “criminal angle” 
behind the recent rapid rise in imports of the yellow metal from 

South Korea. 



 

 

• Gold imports from South Korea had shot up to around $340 million 

during July 1-August 3, 2017, while the same for the entire 2016-17 
was just about $71 million. 

• What also raised eyebrows was that South Korea is not among the 
world’s leading producers or exporters of gold and its items. 

•  
Background: The incident happened due to certain firms, “owned and 
operated by some Indians”, allegedly misusing the India-South Korea FTA 
— officially called the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) — that allows duty-free imports of the precious metal and its 
articles. 

Reason: 

• The implementation of the Good and Services Tax (GST) regime from 
July 1 was the main factor that led to the import surge. 

• In the pre-GST regime, gold imports through the non-FTA channel 

attracted a 10% Basic Customs Duty (BCD) and an additional 12.5% 
countervailing duty (CVD), while those from the FTA route were 
levied a 12.5% CVD (as the FTA eliminated the BCD on gold imports) 
— which had discouraged such gold imports. 

• Post-GST, the CVD was replaced by a 3% GST. This meant, gold 
imports from the non-FTA route attracted a 10% BCD and a 3% GST, 

while those from the (South Korea) FTA channel had to pay only the 
3% GST — which they could later claim as Input Tax Credit (in 
effect, imports with no duties). 

 
 
 

 

GS:3 –ECONOMY 

 

Shell 
company 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg14 Decoding shell companies) 

Context: 

• The Centre has initiated action against more than two lakh shell 
companies as part of Operation Clean Money. 

• Separately, the market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India 

has identified 331 companies and initiated action against them. 
What are shell companies? 

• The Companies Act, 2013 has not defined what a ‘shell company’ is and 

as to what kind of activities would lead to a company being termed a 
‘shell’. 



 

 

• Shell companies are typically corporate entities which do not have any 

active business operations or significant assets in their possession. 

• Issue: The government views them with suspicion as some of them could 
be used for money laundering, tax evasion and other illegal activities. 

 

Is there a law governing shell companies? 

• In India, there is no specific law relating to “shell companies.” 

• However, some laws help, to an extent, in curbing illegal activities such 
as money laundering and can indirectly be used to target shell companies 
— Benami Transaction (Prohibition) Amendment Act 2016; The 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act 2002 and The Companies Act, 2013. 
 

Is it easy to strike off a shell company from the records? 

• According to Anant Merathia, a Chennai-based corporate lawyer, 
companies can be removed from the rolls of the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs by two means: strike off by Registrar of Companies (RoC) — 
(Section 248 (1) of the Companies Act, 2013) and voluntary strike off — 
(Section 248 (2) of the Companies Act, 2013). 

• Voluntary closure can be done with the approval of the board and 

shareholders and the firm should have nil liabilities. 

 

What scenarios can lead to a company’s name being struck off by the RoC? 

• The strike off happens in case of companies which have failed to 
commence business within a year of incorporation. 

• Also, in case of companies that are not carrying on any business or 
operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and 
have not made any application within such period for obtaining the 
status of a ‘dormant company’ under Section 455 of the Companies Act 
can be struck off by the RoC unless cause is shown to the contrary. 

• The RoC issues a show-cause notice to such companies and their 

directors seeking their response within 30 days. 

• If the response is not satisfactory, the company’s name would be 
removed from the register. 

 

What is a dormant company? 

• According to Mr.Merathia, as per Section 455 of the Companies Act, 
2013, a company that does not have significant financial activity or has 
been inactive can apply to the RoC and obtain the status of a dormant 
company. 



 

 

• The company shall be a dormant company on the rolls of the RoC until it 

follows all the provisions of Section 455. 

• If it fails to do so, the RoC shall have powers to strike of their names from 
the Register of Companies. 

 

What is the difference between dormant and shell companies? 

• A dormant company gets its title in two ways: it has chosen to get a 
‘dormant’ status from the RoC by way of an application and is in 
compliance of the requirements of Section 455. 

• Further, in case a company has not filed financial statements or annual 

returns for two financial years consecutively, the RoC shall issue notice 
and include it in the register of ‘dormant’ companies. But a shell 
company is one which is typically suspected of illegal activities. 

 

What are the consequences to be faced by 2 lakh companies? 

• These companies subject to their respective circumstances would have 
to make an application before the National Company Law Tribunal for 
restoration which the NCLT will decide on a case-to-case basis. 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Asian order 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Reading the tea leaves) 

Context: 2017 may well be the year which marked the reordering of the Asian 

strategic landscape. 

Two trend lines 

Issue: The two slow moving trend lines clearly discernible since the Cold War 

ended a quarter century ago are the shift of the geopolitical centre of gravity 

from the Euro-Atlantic to the Indo-Pacific region and the rise of China.  

Fact:  

The U.S. ‘rebalancing’ announced in 2011 was a belated recognition of these 

changes, driven home by the impact of the 2008 financial crisis.  

Most of the rivalries are being played out in the crowded geopolitical space of the 

Indo-Pacific, and  

Asian economies now account for more than half of global GDP and becoming 

larger in coming years. 

http://www.thehindu.com/tag/281-244/china?utm=bodytag


 

 

China’s rise is reflected in a more assertive China. 

According to President Xi Jinping’s ‘two guides’ policy announced in February, 

China should guide ‘the shaping of the new world order’ and safeguarding 

‘international security’.  

Today’s China is not just willing but eager to assume leadership and expects other 

countries to yield space. China has suggested ‘a new type of great power 

relations’ to the U.S. Its assertiveness in the East China Sea with Japan and in the 

South China Sea with its Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

neighbours sends a signal that while multipolarity may be desirable in a global 

order, in Asia, China is the predominant power and must be treated as such. 

During the last five years, it has set about creating a new set of institutions (the 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the New Development Bank) and 

launched the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to create a new trading infrastructure 

that reflects China’s centrality as the largest trading nation. 

The BRI is also complemented by a growing Chinese naval presence in the Indian 

Ocean. 

 Beginning in 2009, the PLA Navy started rotating three ship task forces through 

the Indian Ocean as part of the anti-piracy task force off the Somalia coast. 

 Visits by nuclear attack submarines to littoral ports began to take place. 

 In addition to Gwadar, China is now converting the supply facility at Djibouti into 

a full-fledged military base. 

Accelerating the trends: Recent developments have accelerated these 

geopolitical trends.  

The first was the outcome of the U.S. elections last year. By invoking ‘America 

first’ repeatedly, President Donald Trump has made it clear that the U.S. 

considers the burden of leading the global order too onerous. American allies, 

particularly in the Asia-Pacific, are nervous about Mr. Trump’s harangues that 

they are enjoying the benefits of the U.S. security umbrella on the cheap. 

Recent nuclear and long-range missile tests by North Korea have added to South 

Korean and Japanese anxieties. Given the U.S. push for more sanctions that 

depend on China for implementation, most Japanese reluctantly admit that North 

Korea’s nuclear and missile capability is unlikely to be dismantled any time soon. 

Another significant development was the Doklam stand-off between India and 

China that lasted from June to August.  

China strategy at Doklam: The Chinese playbook followed the established pattern — 

creating a physical presence followed by sharpened rhetoric, together becoming an exercise 

in coercive diplomacy. This worked in pushing the nine-dash line in the South China Sea with 

http://www.thehindu.com/tag/1364-1349/diplomacy?utm=bodytag


 

 

the Philippines and Vietnam even as China built additional facilities on reclaimed land in the 

area.  

India strategy at Doklam: India, however, chose to block China and a few hundred soldiers 

on the plateau maintained their hostile postures even as Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

President Xi attended the the G-20 summit in July amidst heightened rhetoric recalling the 

1962 war. 

 

 

Background:  

Differences with China did not begin with Doklam.  

It was preceded by the stapled visa issue for Indians belonging to Arunachal 

Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir, growing incidents of incursions along the 

disputed boundary, blocking of India’s bid to join the Nuclear Suppliers Group last 

year, ensuring that no language relating to Pakistan-based terrorist groups found 

mention in the BRICS summit in Goa and preventing the inclusion of Masood 

Azhar from being designated as a terrorist by the UN Security Council by 

exercising a veto. 

Indian’s approach toward china: 

Since 1988, India has followed a consistent China policy based on putting aside 

the boundary dispute and developing other aspects of the relationship in the 

expectation that this would create mutual trust and enable a boundary 

settlement.  

However, the gap between India and China has grown, both in economic and 

military terms, and with it has emerged a more assertive China.  

Concern:  

The shared vision of an Asian century with a rising India and rising China is long 

past.  

Mr. Modi’s personal diplomacy with Mr. Xi has had little influence on changing 

Chinese attitudes or behaviour. After Doklam, there is finally a consensus that the 

old China policy does not serve our national interests and a review is long 

overdue. 

A new strategic landscape 

Context: It is against this backdrop that Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe’s visit 

to India took place last week.  

India—Japan relation: 



 

 

The contours of a new relationship were defined during Mr. Abe’s earlier tenure, 

in 2006-07, when annual summits were introduced, the relationship became a 

‘Special Strategic and Global Partnership’, Japan was invited to join in the 

Malabar naval exercises and a Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation was 

concluded. Since then, significant content has been added. 

A singular achievement was the conclusion of the agreement for Cooperation in 

the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy last year. Under negotiation for five years, 

this was a sensitive issue for Japan given the widespread anti-nuclear sentiment  

To deepen strategic understanding, the two sides initiated a 2+2 Dialogue 

involving the Foreign and Defence Ministries in 2010.  

A memorandum on enhancing defence and technology/security cooperation was 

signed and talks on acquiring the amphibious maritime surveillance ShinMaywa 

US-2i began in 2013.  

Trilateral dialogue involving both the U.S. and Japan and covering strategic issues 

was elevated to ministerial level in 2014.  

Japanese participation in the Malabar exercises, suspended because of Chinese 

protests, was restored in 2015.  

However the strategic partnership needs stronger economic ties. Today, India-

Japan trade languishes at around $15 billion, a quarter of trade with China while 

Japan-China trade is around $300 billion. Therefore, the primary focus during the 

recent visit has been on economic aspects. The Mumbai-Ahmedabad high speed 

rail corridor is more than symbolism, in demonstrating that high-cost Japanese 

technology is viable in developing countries and that India has the absorption 

capacity to master it.  

Another major initiative is the recently launched Asia-Africa Growth Corridor to 

build connectivity for which Japan has committed $30 billion and India $10 

billion. 

Conclusion: Ensuring effective implementation and setting up mechanisms for 

delivery will align Mr. Modi’s Act East policy with Mr. Abe’s Free and Open Indo-

Pacific Strategy. This alignment sets the stage for the reordering of the Asian 

strategic landscape. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE  

 

City planning Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Irrationalism in city planning) 

Issue:  

http://www.thehindu.com/tag/1354-1349/defence?utm=bodytag
http://www.thehindu.com/tag/1989-1364-1349/india-japan?utm=bodytag
http://www.thehindu.com/tag/1989-1364-1349/india-japan?utm=bodytag


 

 

 

 

 

• Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has 

reportedly sought further improvements to the design by the 

international architectural firm Foster + Partners for the 

Amaravati start-up area.  

• It is further reported that he has suggested certain changes and 

favoured the direct interaction of the architects with film 

director S.S. Rajamouli to seek his inputs to give finishing 

touches to the plans. 

• No explanation is to be found of the suggested “certain 

changes” or “finishing touches”. 

Issue:  

• There are two issues in the Amaravati city project — one of 

professional integrity and the other of public interest.  

Background:  

• To summarise the murky happenings of the Amaravati city 

project: In March 2016, Maki and Associates were declared as 

winners of an invited competition for the Amaravati capital 

complex. 

•  The competition was adjudged by a jury of professionals but 

the jury’s report on shortcomings or strengths of the winning 

design has not been made public. 

• When the design itself was made public, it was harshly criticised 

on several counts — that it was similar to the public buildings at 

Chandigarh; it was too futuristic; it did not display any Indian 

characteristics, etc.  

• Maki and Associates claim they had made extensive design 

changes to meet the new demands, but in spite of that, the 

government decided to reopen the competition and remove the 

firm from the project.  

• Complaining to the Council of Architecture (CoA) in December 

2016, the principal architect of the firm, Fumihiko Maki, a 

Pritzker Architecture Prize winner, questioned the motivations 

of the Andhra Pradesh government committee, alleging unfair 

practice, a lack of transparency and his firm’s ‘fraudulent’ 

removal from the project. 

http://www.thehindu.com/tag/86-81/andhra-pradesh?utm=bodytag
http://www.thehindu.com/tag/437-428/architecture?utm=bodytag


 

 

• Whether the CoA has recognised and taken any action on Mr. 

Maki’s complaint is not known. 

Current situation:  

• In December, the State appointed the U.K.-based Foster + 

Partners along with Hafeez Contractor as the new architects for 

the project.  

• At the same time, it announced that the project would be 

assisted by three film and art directors of Indian cinema.  

Rationale: The reason was that the three had done extensive research 

on history, architecture, and culture for their films and their inputs 

were likely to be of enormous value in giving a native touch to the 

design.  

Concern:  

• There were indications that the powers that be wanted 

Amaravati to be modelled on the lines of the fantasy city 

portrayed in the film Baahubali. 

• The city of the film is neither contemporary nor ahead of its 

time.  

• It has been set in an ancient kingdom, the form of which is, at 

best, drawn from mythological stories and depicted in children’s 

comic books.  

• There is no authentic representation of such cities to use as a 

reference. 

• Amaravati itself had earlier been criticised as an ‘ultra-mega-

world-class-city’ that was being rushed through by destroying 

thousands of acres of prime farm and forest land.  

• Proper environmental impact assessment had not been done, 

and the Prime Minister was criticised for participating in the 

foundation stone-laying event. 

• As architect A. Srivathsan has written in The Wire, “What is of 

concern are the frequent and opaque changes, the lack of 

professionalism and accountability. The real danger in the 

Amaravati story is that a serious, positive planning process has 

been turned into a flight of whimsy and that public projects 

remain captive to state caprice.” 



 

 

Issue: The State has consistently disregarded criticism of its fair 

approach regarding architectural design consultancy and also to the 

conditions imposed on architects that make a mockery of evaluating 

city planning issues sensitively.  

Analysis: 

• This unscientific and irrational approach to city planning and 

architecture displays the extent to which the malaise has 

spread.  

• Public money is being wasted on political hubris and nonsensical 

notions of public architecture. 

Way forward: 

• Need of a more rational, transparent, open and fair process in 

the design and construction.  

• It is better to go back to the drawing board now than to suffer 

the impact of senseless design later 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Welfare  

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Pg4 Shah launches scheme for villages of 

freedom fighters) 

News: BJP president Amit Shah launched a scheme to develop villages of 

freedom fighters, called the Shaheed Gram Vikas Yojana, from the 

Jharkhand rural hamlet of Ulihatu which is tribal leader Birsa Munda’s 

birthplace.  

Fact:  

• The village is in Maoist-hit Khunti district. 

• Ulihatu, a village in Arki Block, had remained virtually inaccessible 

for a long time after Independence because of Left-wing 

extremism. 

About scheme: An official from the Welfare Department said that the 

programme would provide 136 pucca houses to the dwellers of Ulihatu 

and a couple of other hamlets around it. 

 



 

 

GS:2 –GOVERNANCE 

 

Education  

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (Pg12 A fairer test) 

Context: The National Eligibility Entrance Test (NEET) failed to harmonise the 

qualifying exam, making it fair while rewarding the brightest. 

Concern: NEET is seen as elitist, favouring the rich, urban families. 

Rationale for introducing NEET exam: 

• Extortionist policies of private medical colleges 

• Students are admitted  on their ability to pay rather than commitment 
to the profession 

• Weakening standards of high school education 

• Over 30 entrance tests for students to gain admission, making it highly 
iniquitous and stressful. 

Issue raised: 

• Wide variance in standards between the CBSE and the SSC. CBSE 
syllabus focuses on science and math and encourages thinking. State 
boards focus on the rote method of learning and liberal arts,worsened 
by the non-availability of science, english and math teachersin rural 
areas. 

• The gap has widened further with most competitive exams based on 
CBSE. It implicitly denying students from rural areas and poor families 
access to professional education. 

• NEET was based on a CBSE plus standard, compelling even the bright 
CBSE students to take recourse to expensive tutorials for cracking the 
exam 

• Tamil Nadu has more government colleges and in recruiting students 
from rural and ensure availability of doctors at peripheral facilities. 

• In pursuing “high standards”, it is apprehended that the IIT 
phenomenon may be getting repeated. 

• Under the highly competitive IIT system, the majority are in the US or 
multinational companies and a handful in rural areas or government.  

Way forward: 

• One, enforce an acceptable standard of school education, making 
entrance examinations unnecessary. 

• Two, till that happens, the NEET must harmonise the test keeping in 
mind the syllabus of what is taught in state high schools and the 
CBSE in order to provide a level playing field to all aspirants. 

• Revive the old system of pre medical course: Medical students can be 
taught for one or two years basic sciences and brought on par with the 
knowledge levels required for medical education. 



 

 

• Given our commitment to cooperative federalism, allow states to have 
their own admission policies But make an All India Licence 
Examination for registration with the MCI mandatory for those 
wanting to study or practise in other states or go abroad , alongside 
instituting the National Exit Examination. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Indian Express (A powerful move) 

Context: India is the third largest coal producer in the world. But it is also 

its third largest importer. The government has decided to offer 10 coal 

mines for auction 

Analysis:  

• It will break the 41-year old domination of the state-owned Coal 
India Limited (CIL) over commercial mining 

• It will improve supply of the fuel, and its quality 
Current ruling:  Current regulation restricts commercial operations to CIL — 

and Singareni Collieries Limited. It is the major reasons for the energy-

strapped country not being able to tap the full potential of its coal reserves 

Concern:  

• Competition Commission of India (CCI) said that monopoly exercised 
by CIL is “patently unfair”. It is found that CIL and its subsidiaries is 
“in contravention of the provisions of Section 4(2)(a)(i) of the 
Competition Act, 2002, for imposing unfair/discriminatory 
conditions in fuel supply agreements with power producers” 

Current situation:  

• Indian coal has about 45 per cent ash, much higher than the 25-30 
per cent ideally required for the efficient burning of the fuel in 
thermal power stations 

• Geological factors are the primary reason for this lacuna 

• CIL’s overwhelming dominance of commercial mining has made the 
outfit stingy in investing in technology 

• Coal washing, for example — that increase the efficiency of 
coal. Less than 20 per cent of the coal produced by CIL undergoes 
coal washing 

• Thermal power plants also have to reckon with stones in the coal 
they procure, which adds to their production costs and contributes 
to the wear and tear of their equipment 
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GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Shell 
company 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Govt. ‘names and shames’ directors of shell companies) 

News: In a first-of-a-kind ‘name and shame’ exercise, the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs (MoCA) has begun making public the lists of disqualified directors across 
the nation as well as those associated with struck-off companies. 

Concern:  

• Former Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy, jailed politician V.K. 

Sasikala, Leader of the Opposition in the Kerala Assembly Ramesh 
Chennithala and Gulf-based business tycoon M.A. Yusufali are some of the 
prominent names figuring in these lists. 

• Several Keralite businessmen, leading politicians, top civil servants, and 
police officers figured in the lists. 

Rationale: The move is part of actions to break the network of ‘shell companies’ 
and further the fight against black money/money laundering, it had said. 

Fact:  

• The disqualified in the lists are those who are, or had been a director, in a 
company that has not filed financial statements or annual returns for any 

continuous period of three financial years. Such directors will not be 
eligible for re-appointment as a director in that company or for 
appointment in other companies for five years from the date of non-
compliance. 

• Directors were also warned of tough action if they have siphoned off any 

money even before the banks were alerted. 
Background: Earlier this month, the government instructed banks to ensure that 
the Directors (present or former) or their authorised signatories are restricted 
from operating the bank accounts of struck-off companies. 

 



 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

Rohingya 
issue 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg1 Rohingya have terror links: Centre) 

 News: The Centre told the Supreme Court that Rohingyas posed as a serious 
threat to national security with links to terror outfits, including the Islamic State. 

Background: 

• The Centre’s affidavit, filed in the apex court registry, said unless the 
government took action now, illegal immigrants like Rohingyas would eat 

into the welfare meant for India's citizens. 

• The government said the decision to deport them (Rohingyas) fell within 
the exclusive domain of the government. The court should refrain from 
hearing them. 

• Chief Justice Misra however said the court will first have to “see the legal 

position, whether we have jurisdiction in this issue and what kind of 

jurisdiction we have”. The court posted the case for detailed hearing on 
October 3. 

• “Radicalised” Rohingyas may wreak violence on Indian Buddhists, the 
government warned. 

• The government said India is not a signatory to the Convention Relating 

to the Status of Refugees, 1951 and Protocol Relating to the Status of 
Refugees, 1967, and hence, is not obliged to follow its provisions. 

• The government quoted the 1955 Hans Muller case judgment by a 

Supreme Court Constitution Bench, which held that The Foreigners Act (of 
1946) vests the Central Government with an “absolute and unfettered 
discretion” to expel foreigners.  

 

 
 

 

GS:2—IR 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg12 Trump calls for ‘bold reforms’ at UN) 

Issue: U.S. President Donald Trump criticised the UN for bloated bureaucracy 
and mismanagement on his first visit to UN headquarters, calling for “truly bold 
reforms” so it could be a greater force for world peace. 

Trump stand: 



 

 

• “The United Nations must hold every level of management 

accountable, protect whistleblowers and focus on results rather than on 
process,” he said. 

• Mr. Trump, who complained during his 2016 election campaign about 
the U.S. paying a disproportionate amount of money to the UN, made 
the point again. 

Other agenda: Also, the Human Rights Watch called for targeted sanctions and 
an arms embargo against the Myanmar military in response to an offensive that 
has sent 410,000 Rohingya Muslims fleeing to Bangladesh. 
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Source—The Hindu (Pg12 India, Japan and U.S. present common front) 

News: At a trilateral meeting of Foreign Ministers of India, Japan and the U.S. 

endorsed one another’s position on key strategic issues in Asia 

About Meeting details: 

India stood with the U.S. and Japan on the question of North Korea’s nuclear posture 

India received support from the two on its position on the China-led One Belt, One 

Road project  

The Ministers emphasised the need for ensuring freedom of navigation, respect 

for international law and peaceful resolution of disputes 
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REIT Source—The Hindu (Pg14 Norms eased for fund raising by REITs, InvITs) 



 

 

 

 

 

News: The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has relaxed the 
guidelines for Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) andInfrastructure 
Investment Trusts (InvITs) in order to broaden the scope of fund raising by 
such instruments. 

About guidelines: 

• The board of SEBI decided to allow REITs and InvITs to raise capital by 
issuing debt securities while also giving approval for the former to 
lend to an underlying holding company or a special purpose vehicle 
(SPV). 

• The regulator also allowed single-asset REITs on similar lines as 

InvITs while amending the definition of ‘valuer’ for both REITs and 
InvITs. 

• REITs allow investors to invest in real estate, while InvITs allow one to 
invest in infrastructure projects. 

• The regulator has also decided to have further consultations with 
market participants on a proposal of allowing REITs to invest at least 
50% of the equity share capital or interest in the underlying holding 
company or SPVs. 

Benefit: Market participants said the relaxation would help these investment 
products gain traction as only a few entities have so far managed to raise such 
funds. 

Current situation: On the BSE, only two InvITs, India Grid Trust & IRB InvIT 
Fund, are listed. 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

Reservati
on policy  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 Reimagining the OBC quota) 

Context: Recently, the government has announced the creation of a 

committee to look into sub-categorisation of OBC 

Analysis: 

• This decision provides an opening to ensure social justice in an efficient 
manner 

• The National Sample Survey (NSS) data from 2011-12 show that about 
19% of the sample claims to be Dalit, 9% Adivasi, and 44% OBC 

• Among the population aged 25-49, less than 7% have a college degree 

• By most estimates, less than 3% of the whole population is employed 
in government and public-sector jobs 

• Since reservations cover only half the college seats and public-sector 
jobs, the mismatch is obvious 



 

 

• A vast proportion of the population eligible for reservations must still 
compete for a tiny number of reserved and non-reserved category jobs 

Issue: It is not surprising that there is tremendous internal competition within 

groups 

Need of the hour:  

• The available public sector jobs cover around 3% population 

• These will only offer opportunities to a minuscule fraction of 
individuals in reserved categories 

• Hence, the only viable option is to reduce the size of the eligible 
population,possibly along the lines of sub-categorisation proposed by 
the government 

Govt source for dicision making: 

• At the moment, the only reputable nationwide data on caste comes 
from the 1931 colonial Census and some of the ad 
hoc surveys conducted for specific caste 

• The Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) of 2011 was supposed to 
provide up-to-date comprehensive data 

• In the SECC in 2015, it was found that about 4.6 million distinct caste 
names, including names of gotra, surname and phonetic 
variations were returned, making the results almost impossible to 
interpret 

Concern:  

• For nearly 80 million individuals, caste data were believed to 
be erroneous 

• Since then we have heard little about the quality of caste data in 
SECC and even less about its results 

Current situation:  

• Preparations for Census 2021 are ongoing 

• There is still time to create an expert group to evaluate 
the methodology for collecting caste data and include it in the Census 
forms 

• Analysis: Losing this opportunity would leave us hanging for another 10 
years without good data for undertaking sub-categorisation of OBC 
quota 

Way forward:  

• A two-pronged approach that focusses on 
eliminating discrimination and expanding the proportion of population 
among the disadvantaged groups couldbe a solution 

• The present policies focus on preferential admission to colleges and 
coveted institutions like IITs and IIMs. But these benefits may come too 



 

 

late in the life of a Kurmi or Gujjar child. Their disadvantage begins in 
early childhood and grows progressively at higher levels of education 

• We know little about what goes on in schools to create 
these disadvantages but improving quality of education for all must be 
a first step in addressing caste-based inequalities 

• Benefits of reservations should be widely spread: Use of the OBC 
quota must be limited to once in a person’s lifetime, allowing for a 
churn in the population benefitting from reservations 

• Linking the Aadhaar card to use of benefits makes it possible 
that individualsuse their caste certificates only once. It will help in 
spreading the benefits of reservations over a wider population 

Conclusion:  

• The present move by the government to rethink OBC quota could 
potentially be used to ensure that we have better data on caste-based 
disadvantages for future discourse 

• It also indicates a mood that wants to ensure that 
the benefits of reservationare widely spread 

• Increased attempts at linking benefits to Aadhaar allow us with 
an option to ensure that reservation benefits are not captured by a 
few 

 

GS:2—POLITY 

 

GST cess 
issue 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg8 Question about the GST cess) 

Context: As part of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms, a new levy 

called the GST Compensation Cess has been introduced to make good 

apprehended losses to States in the first five years of GST implementation.  

Fact:  

• The Cess has been introduced through the GST (Compensation to 

States) Act, 2017 and is levied on inter- and intra-State supply of 

notified goods such as aerated drinks, coal, tobacco, automobiles 

and the ambiguous category of ‘other supplies’.  

• The proceeds of the cess will be distributed to loss-incurring States 

on the basis of a prescribed formula.  

• The schedule to the Act mentions the maximum rates of the cess, 

which extend to 290%. 



 

 

Issue: While the policy flip-flop on the rates reveal the ad 

hoc implementation of the cess, there remains much to be said about the 

legal validity of the Act. 

Basics:  

• A cess is a levy for a specific purpose.  

• The quintessential feature of a cess is that it is levied for a ‘specific 

purpose’ and the proceeds are earmarked as such.  

• Under Article 270 of the Constitution, a cess tax has special 

privilege as the proceeds can be retained exclusively by the Union 

and need not be shared with States.  

• The object of granting this special status is to ensure expenditure 

for a specific purpose, as is evident from the Fourth Finance 

Commission Report. 

• A cess must have an earmarked purpose and the contributor and 

beneficiary must be relatable.  

• In the past, cesses were imposed by the Central government to 

raise finances for specific industries and labour welfare within 

chosen industries. 

Concern: Dilution of characteristics 

• If compensating State governments is considered to be a specific 

purpose, any general revenue raising measure can be considered 

to be backed by an earmarked purpose.  

• Once the money is transferred to State governments, it can be 

used to fund just about any scheme and may even be used merely 

to adjust the respective State government’s fiscal deficit. 

•  Further, there is no relation between the persons contributing to 

the cess and the recipients, the State governments.  

• All these factors make the cess look more like an additional tax or 

surcharge which becomes problematic as surcharge on the GST is 

prohibited under Article 271. 

Background:  



 

 

• Section 18 of the 122nd Constitution Amendment Bill, 2014 

proposed a 1% additional tax to compensate States but this was 

withdrawn while enacting the Amendment Act.  

• There is no provision in the Amendment Act for an additional tax to 

compensate the States for apprehended losses from GST 

implementation.  

• As per Article 279A(4)(f), the GST Council’s power to recommend a 

special rate is confined to raising additional resources during any 

natural calamity or disaster.  

• The cess cannot be justified under such power either.  

• Moreover, pursuant to the 101st Constitution Amendment Act, 

2016, Article 271 has been amended to state that an additional 

tax/surcharge cannot be imposed over and above the GST tax 

rates. Thus it appears that by enacting the cess, Parliament is 

seeking to do indirectly that which cannot be done directly, which 

amounts to it being a colourable piece of legislation. 

Burdening select goods 

Other concern: The goods identified in the Act, such as aerated drinks, 

coal, tobacco, automobiles and the ambiguous category of “other 

supplies”, do not form a distinct category or class deserving the liability to 

pay the cess so as to compensate States, and it is doubtful it will succeed if 

tested under the anvil of the right to equality under Article 14.  

While the sin goods argument is alluring, it is erroneous, looking at misfits 

such as coal and aerated drinks and the uncovered sin goods including 

luxury goods, jewellery, gadgets and the like. 

 Similarly, “other supplies” leaves much to the unfettered discretion of the 

government. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 

 

Health  

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (Pg9 The encephalitis challenge) 

Context: Barely a month before the deaths of children in Gorakhpur in 

Uttar Pradesh, allegedly due to the disruption of oxygen supply in the BRD 

Medical College, the U.P. Health Minister had addressed a consultation in 

Lucknow organised by the Observer Research Foundation. He admitted 

that U.P.’s health system was in the “ICU”, and said he was trying hard to 

fix it.  

Issue: It is a fact that U.P. has a problem: many of the children who died 

were being treated for acute encephalitis syndrome (AES), including 

Japanese encephalitis (JE). Studies show that in Gorakhpur, incidence of JE 

has declined from 1.9 per 100,000 in 2010 to 0.5 per 100,000 in 2012, 

whereas the incidence of JE-negative AES, which is causing a majority of 

the deaths now, has remained relatively stable over the past five years. 

Reason:  

• The BRD Medical College, with around 800 beds, provides tertiary 

health-care services to Gorakhpur and adjoining districts. It is the 

only tertiary hospital within a 300-km radius.  

• A study published in the Indian Journal of Medical Researchshowed 

that only three out of four children in Gorakhpur had received at 

least one dose of JE vaccine. The coverage of the second dose was 

low. Failure to administer the vaccine simultaneously with other 

vaccines was the most common reason for the lack of coverage 

and has led to many deaths. 

• reports indicate that the Central government released only 68% of 

budgeted funds for communicable diseases, and an even smaller 

percentage was utilised. Shockingly, the spending capacity of the 

health system has proven to be a major bottleneck in U.P. 

Research shows that in 2015-16, U.P. could spend only 58% of the 

approved National Rural Health Mission budget. 

Govt initiative:  



 

 

• Various U.P. governments have set up special wards and set aside 

specialist doctors for treating the disease.  

• From 2006, the Central government has been conducting vaccination 

drives in endemic areas of JE.  

• In 2011, the JE vaccine was included in the universal immunisation 

programme (UIP). Under the UIP, two doses of JE vaccine are 

administered to children 

• To expand coverage, adult JE vaccination was introduced in 2014 in 

high-burden districts of U.P. 

Way forward: 

• Mass awareness and door-to-door campaigns in districts severely 

affected by encephalitis, about the causes of the disease and ways 

of prevention, should be a priority.  

• A study specific to Gorakhpur had suggested a possibility of faecal-

oral transmission of the virus by contaminated drinking water. 

Sanitation, mosquito control, prevention of open defecation, and 

ensuring clean drinking water can help prevent an outbreak. 

• The State government needs to allot maximum funds to those 

districts most affected by encephalitis.  

• More infrastructure is required in Gorakhpur.  

• Perhaps cost-effective PPP models could also be explored to not 

just reach out, but also conduct research.  

• Some studies suggest that scrub typhus may have some role in JE-

negative AES deaths in Gorakhpur; this needs to be looked into.  

• Encephalitis is a predictable disaster. Its transmission intensifies 

during the rainy season, during the pre-harvest period in paddy-

cultivating regions, and in flood-prone districts. U.P. can learn from 

other States that have a similar risk profile and that have managed 

to keep JE/AES mortality in control. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 

Merger  Source—The Indian Express  (Pg14 Banking on merger) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: In the third week of August, the government had announced a new 

framework to oversee proposals for merger of state-run banks. 

Objective: That initiative aimed at consolidation has now been taken forward.  

Current situation:  

• The finance ministry has recently written to banks to consider mergers 

and to discuss such proposals at the board level, reflecting a sense of 

urgency. 

• It may well have to do with the balance sheets of the majority of the 

almost three dozen banks owned by the government, of which at least 

half a dozen are under Prompt Corrective Action or PCR initiated by 

the banking regulator, which implies severe restrictions on lending.  

• The RBI’s Financial Stability Report, released a few months ago, 

warned of a further deterioration of bad loans from 9.6 per cent of 

total assets at the end of March 2017 to possibly 10.2 per cent of total 

loans if economic conditions do not improve this fiscal. 

Report finding: 

• The health check for PSU banks is, of course, far worse.  

• The gross bad loan ratio could top 14 per cent by March 2018 and the 

capital adequacy level of many banks could fall below 9 per cent in a 

severe macro economic scenario, according to the Stability Report. 

Analysis:  

• Clearly, the requirements of capital will be substantial over the next 

couple of years, with growing stress on account of bad loans and the 

need to meet the globally mandated norms on capital adequacy by 

March 2019.  

• It is against this backdrop that the proposal for consolidation is now 

being weighed after it was mooted as early as 1991-92 by the 

Narasimham Committee which suggested three large banks with a 

global presence, eight or 10 national banks and several local or 

regional banks.  



 

 

• The question now is whether mergers among state-owned banks 

would be driven more because of expediency and less due to 

synergies 

• A strong view is that such mergers should not only be voluntary but 

also be between strong entities rather than involving a weak bank 

merging with a stronger lender. 

• That’s because any effort at consolidation would call for time and 

effort on the part of the bank managements. 

Way forward: Such an attempt is certainly worthwhile if the broader aim is to 

improve standards of governance and to create an environment where state-

owned banks, like their private peers, raise capital from the public market 

instead of allocating government resources, which should be directed for 

meeting socio-economic objectives.  

Conclusion:  

• What’s worrying is that the current attempt of mergers, even if 

voluntary, runs the risk of distracting bankers from their primary task 

of resolving the bad loan mess.  

• The moot point is whether consolidation would address one of the key 

issues plaguing these banks — governance.  

• And whether this has anything to do with government ownership or 

control. 
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