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SERVICE is NBA Theme
“Service is the Nebraska Broad

casters Aissociation's theme for this

year,” says NBA President Tom Rob
son.

abuse .. . the survey shows that Ne
braska’s radio and TV stations are truly
serving their communities every day of
every year.

At this year’s NBA convention
August 13-15 at the Holiday Inn in
York, the theme will be “Service” and

will extend to many areas including
service to our communities, service to

our state, service to our broadcasting
industry,
ers/viewers, and service to our advertis-

to our listen-service

Nebraska Broadcasters

Association Foundation “With each of our member radio

and television stations, service starts at

home. Community service—both on
and off the air—is the byword for Ne
braska’s broadcasters,” says Robson.

Recent public affairs survey find
ings, part of a major Nebraska Broad
casters Association Public Service Re

search Report, demonstrate this very
dramatically. The NBA, in cooperation
with the National Association of

Broadcasters, has just completed this
research report.

The survey of NBA members
started in the fall of 1997 and continued

into January, 1998 in two parts: an
extensive questionnaire by mail and in-
depth interviews in person and by tele
phone with station general managers.
The response rate from our members
was excellent—100% of the TV sta

tions and 76% of radio stations. This

marked the fifth highest response of
any state in the country!

The survey shows thousands of
free public service announcements
aired each year at a value of many mil
lions of dollars. In addition, well over

$5 million is raised annually for chari
table causes by Nebraska’s radio and
TV stations.

But the quantitative data doesn’t
tell the entire story. The qualitative
part of the survey is most revealing.

There are stories of saving lives
with newly-trained paramedics in York,
collecting food for 2,500 families and
6,000 warm coats for those less fortu

nate in Omaha, playing Santa Claus to
3,000 children in Lincoln, acquiring
emergency communications equipment
in Scottsbluff. Whether it’s responding
to disasters or helping educate our
youth or combating alcohol and drug

What is it? Our tax exempt
charitable foundation is dedicated to the

education of individuals in the field of

broadcasting and the enrichment of life
in the state of Nebraska.

The Foundation was established in

1993 and has been funded to date pri
marily through contributions from cur
rent active members of the Nebraska

Broadcasters Association. In 1998 we

are reaching out to Hal! of Fame mem
bers and Past Presidents for support in
order to make the Foundation stronger
and to expand its activities.

In its five-year history, the NBA
FOUNDATION has provided scholar
ships to broadcasting students at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, helped
make possible presentation of satellite-
delivered seminars for broadcasters,

distributed Careers in Broadcasting
video tapes to Nebraska universities
and colleges, printed and distributed
Reporters Guides to Media Law and
Nebraska Courts, and assisted in an on

going Nebraska broadcasting history
project which will collect and preserve
tapes, discs, film and other radio and
television materials.

The Foundation is fully qualified
as an exempt organization under Sec
tion 501(c)(3). All contributions to the
Foundation are deductible.

A contribution or pledge of $1,000
(or more) puts the donor in the Presi
dent’s Club; however, any contribution
is appreciated.

Won’t you consider a gift to your
Nebraska Broadcasters Association

Foundation?

ers.

Service, a seven-letter word that

identifies the Nebraska Broadcasters

Association and its members!

Salute to State

Senators a Success

A good time was had by all!
The annual NBA State Legislative

Reception was a resounding success.
Held January 26 at the Burnham-Yates
Conference Center, Comhusker Hotel
in Lincoln, the theme was a “Time to
Celebrate.” A majority of the state
senators and many of the NBA mem
bers attended. There were cocktails

and hors 'oeuvres, piano music, lively
conversation, and a “mystery clock”
contest. Winner of the contest coming
closest to the actual time on the mys
tery clock was District 34 Senator Jerry
WilJhoft. Senators left the reception
with a “timely” remembrance of the
evening.

It was indeed a time to cele

brate ... celebrate the service of our

state legislators and the service of our
state broadcasters!



Board Briefs •  Decision was made to present a
President’s award at this year’s UNL
College of Journalism/Mass Communi
cation luncheon, April 3,1998.
•  Luncheon meeting was held with
Governor Ben Nelson, who reviewed

priority legislation, and commended the
NBA on the state-wide call-in program.
Drugs Are A Dead End, Tourism,
Guard and Education campaigns.
•  Eight cities remain to be inspected
in the Alternative Inspection Program.
•  Legal Hotline survey results were
reviewed with results of 20-13 in favor.

After discussion board decided to put

hotline on hold and to research a guide
for NBA members that would contain

state laws affecting broadcasters.
•  NBA Internet page fwww.NE-
BA.Orgl was reviewed. A job bank is
being designed to be included on the
page as a service to members.
•  Next sales satellite seminar will be

April 15 with RAB’s Roger Dodson.
•  Planning is underway for 1998
annual convention to be held August
13-15 in York.
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Highlights of NBA Board of Di
rectors meeting, January 26, 1998,
Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, President

Tom Robson presiding.
•  Drugs Are A Dead End report in
cluded: current series produced by
KLIN and KOLN-TV, Lincoln, Octo-

ber-December 1997 quarter showed 56
stations airing over 5500 announce
ments, radio spots were translated in
Spanish and sent to five stations, video
tapes were sent to congressional dele
gation, summary of program going on
our NBA web page, new series planned
by May.
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NBA Awards. With Ak-sar-ben

withdrawing support, corporate sponsor
will be sought.
•  Governor’s call-in program enters
its seventh year in March.
•  Sponsorship of one governor’s
debate will be sought for scheduling at
convention.

•  1998 Hall of Fame election was

held with new inductees to be an

nounced.

•  Ken Fearnow, WOW AM/FM,
Omaha, is new Legislative Liaison
Committee Chair for Nebraska, re

placing long-time LLC Chair Ray
Lockhart.

•  President Robson, President-elect

Riemenschneider, LLC Chair Fearnow

and Executive Director Palmquist to
attend NAB State Leadership Confer
ence in Washington, D.C., February 28-
March 3 and pay visits to Nebraska
congressional delegation on Capitol
Hill.

•  Advance copies of qualitative por
tion of NBA/NAB public affairs survey
were reviewed.

•  Meeting of Ad Tax Coalition with
Representative Jon Christensen was
reviewed.

•  Freedom of Information issues

were reviewed including LB 1146
dealing with juvenile court access and
records.

•  NCSA campaigns were reviewed.
Attorney General’s office schedule

ends January 31, 1998. 1998 fifty-two
week clients are Nebraska Army Na
tional Guard, Division of Tourism, Ne
braska State Education Association.
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Soderlund-Webster
Honored
for Web Radio
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A cyber cast premiered February 5,
1998 at Creighton University as part of
a new web radio station at the campus.
Honored at the premiere were Harold
Soderlund, NBA Hall of Famer, and
John Webster, an NBA past president
and owner of KEFM, Omaha. Their
combined contribution provided neces
sary equipment for the new web facility
at CU Web Radio. Creighton.edu.

An NBA Hats Off to Harold and
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Meet Your President
Richard Baier. executive director of

the York Chamber of Commerce, says:

“Tom is heavily involved in the com-
munib,.. a leader in the Chamber of

Commerce and our Economic De

velopment Corporation. He and
Iris staff are real assets to us. The

stations do a great job of infonning
the public on critical issues. Tom
and liis family even put up holiday
decorations on the court house

Then Tom returned home with liis

wife, Pat, to their hometown of York in
1991 to buy into and manage KAWL
AM/FM . Today he is general manager

President Tom Robson, a native of

York. Nebraska, graduated from York
High School. Tom’s favorite liigh
school sports were swimming, cross
countiy. and running anchor on the
2-mile relay . . . placing several
times at state meets! A well-rounded

athlete, he also played baseball and
basketball.

In addition to sports, Tom
showed an early interest in writing
which would ser\^e him well working
on the school newspaper and be
coming a journalism major at
Kearney State College. Then, as
Tom puts it: “One fateful day, the
college freshman wandered into the
campus radio station and was
hooked!”

Tom added a radio/TV/film

major. He landed a part-time job at
KAWL AM/FM in York that sum

mer . . . and liis broadcast career was

undenvay. While attending Kearney
State College, he w^orked as an an
nouncer at KGFW in Keamev which

square every year.

Active in the coimnunity, Tom
exemplifies this year’s NBA theme
of SER’VfCE. He is past president
and current board member of the

York Chamber of Commerce, ac

tive on the York County Develop
ment Board. York Count}' Heart
Association. Rotary' Club, St. Jo
seph’s Church, and serves other
community groups.

In liis “spare” time, he enjoys
golf and water skiing. But most
important in Tom’s life are his
wife Pat and their two children—

Eric, 21 and Sara, 18.
For the first time in several

years, the NBA convention won’t

marked the beginning of a four-year
stint with Mitchell Broadcasting.
Tom recalls, “obsening that sales
people always had more money in
their pockets and worked slightly

hours. he joinedmore

fall on Tom and Pat’s wedding
They’ll celebrateanniversary',

number 24 this vear.

KGFW’s sales department. He then
was transferred to what Tom terms

sane

For his service to his commu

nity. his family, liis industry—a
big NBA salute to the 1997-1998

president of the Nebraska Broadcasters
Association—Tom Robson.

“the midwest version of WKRP in

Cincinnati”—the AOR formatted

KQKQ in Omaha.
Further broadening his broadcast

background, he had management expe
riences as sales manager of KICS
AM/FM in Hastings and manager of a
“new” rock station in Lincoln, the Stuart

Group’s KFRX.
In 1980. Tom Robson departed

from the radio station side of the busi

ness. joining Associated Press to sell
sendees to broadcast and cable operators
in Iowa. Nebraska, and South Dakota.
He describes this as “great fun and a
four-year opportunity' to learn from
broadcasters in successful midwest mar
kets.”

of KAWL/KTMX in York, while Pat is

business manager.
What do people who have knovra

oin president over the years have to say
about liim?

Del Meyer, general manager at
KHUB/KFMT in Fremont (about the
KQKQ days): “He always made the
station feel like family. Efe treated you
very fairly. And liis word was gold.”

Jolm McDonald, general manager
of KGFW-KQKY, Kearney (about
Tom’s KGFW days): “I was constantly
impressed with Tom. Always learning.
Always dependable. And when you
needed him in an emergency, he was
always there—doing what was right.”

Dick Chapin. Chapin Enterprises,
Lincoln: “Tom is always personable
and always dedicated to what he does.
He has a wonderful habit . .. he reaches

his goals!”
Steve Crowley. Associated Press,

says Tom is well qualified to lead, hav
ing visited the nooks and crannies of
broadcast operations in the Midwest.

%

Want Spots
in Spanish?

^ Is your station interested in “Drugs Are ̂
I A Dead End” radio spots in Spanish. ̂
I The Nebraska Broadcasters Association ^
i is now' furnishing radio PSA’s for the ^
\ “Drugs Are A Dead End” campaign to i
\ stations in Spanish. The spots will be \
\ 30 seconds in length, and will be in two \
\ versions . . . all Spanish and Spanish \
I with an English open and close. If you \
I have not been contacted about receiving ^
\ these spots and would like them, please \
\ call the NBA office at 778-5178 in \
^ Omaha or Karen Walklin at 488-4737 ^
\ in Lincoln.
W/JT/Jr/JT/M/M/M/M/M/A ■,mA

To round out liis broadcast experi
ence Tom entered television, spending
four years as a salesman at WOWT in
Omaiia (“I learned radio w'asn’t the only
haven for crazy' people!”) and four years
as sales representative with WBAL-TV
in Baltimore (“Love those Maryland
crab cakes!”).
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Nebraska Liquor Laws
Affect Ad Copy!

Your Legislative Telephone Listing

471-2711

471-2734

471-2642

471-2618

471-2805

471-2716

471-2615

471-2721

471-2802

471-2625

471-2622

471-2628

471-2723

471-2726

471-2720

471-2727

471-2616

471-2620

471-2885

471-2729

471-2617

471-2710

471-2731

471-2715

471-2728

471-2801

471-2632

471-2631

471-2732

471-2756

471-2718

471-2730

471-2929

471-2733

471-2613

471-2610

471-2725

471-2722

471-2630

471-2327

Nebraska Congressional Delegation George Coordsen (32)
LaVon Crosby (29)
Jim Cudaback (36)
Merton Dierks (40)
Owen Elmer (44)
Leo “Pat” Engel (17)
Paul Hartnett (45)
John Hilgert (7)
Joyce Hillman (48)
Ray Janssen (15)
Jim Jensen (20)
Jim Jones (43)
Shelley Kiel (9)
Douglas Kristensen (37)
David Landis (46)
Daniel Lynch (13)
Gerald Matzke (47)
David Maurstad (30)
Dwite Pedersen (39)
Donald Pederson (42)
Chris Peterson (35)
Donald Preister (5)
Ron Raikes (25)
Jennie Robak (22)
C. N. “Bud” Robinson (16)
Stan Schellpeper (18)
DiAnna Schimek (27)
Jerry Schmitt (41)
Edward Schrock (38)
Elaine Stuhr (24)
Deb SuUle (10)
Nancy Thompson (14)
Gene Tyson (19)
Floyd Vrtiska (1)
Roger Wehrbein (2)
Don Wesely (26)
Bob Wickersham (49)
Eric Will (8)
Jerry Willhoft (34)
Kate Witek (31)

One of the most often-asked ques
tions recently received at the NBA office
deals with bars/lounges wanting to con
duct special promotions.

Liquor licensees must observe the
Nebraska Liquor Control Act and the
Nebraska Liquor Control Commission
rules and regulations. One of the rules
that must be followed refers to multiple
drinks.

Senator Bob Kerrey
Washington, D.C.
Omaha

Lincoln

Scottsbluff

(202) 224-6551
(402) 391-3411
(402) 437-5246
(308) 632-3595

Senator Chuck Hagel
Washington, D.C.
Omaha

Lincoln

(202) 224-4224
(402) 758-8981
(402) 437-5591

Here’s the multiple drinks taw:
019.01U1 No licensee shall sell, or

serve for on-premises consumption, an
unlimited quantity of beer, wine, or spir
its at a specific price.
019.01U2 No licensee shall sell or serve

two or more drinks containing beer,
wine, or spirits to a person for that per
son’s consumption on the licensed
premises for one price. A pitcher shall
not be considered a drink; however, no

licensee shall sell two or more pitchers
for one price.
019.01U3 Nothing in this rule shall
limit, or in any way restrict, the price
which may be charged by any licensee
for a single drink containing beer, wine,
or spirits to be consumed on the licensed
premises.
019.01U4 No licensee shall mix or pour
alcoholic beverages directly into a pa
tron’s mouth. The so-called upside-
down drinks are prohibited.

This is one of the laws that helps
establish standards of what should/
should not be advertised.

The source of this information is

Nebraska Liquor Control Commission
P.O. Box 95046

Lincoln. NE 68509

Phone (402) 471-2571
Fax (402)471-2814

Satellite Sales Seminar

Representative Doug Bereuter
Washington, D.C.
Lincoln

Fremont

(202) 225-4806
(402) 438-1598
(402) 727-0888

Representative Jon Christensen
Washington, D.C.
Omaha

(202) 225-4155
(402) 397-9944

Representative Bill Barrett
Washington, D.C.
Grand Island

Scottsbluff

(202) 225-6435
(308)381-5555
(308) 632-3333

State Senators and Districts

(Lincoln Offices)

Chris Abboud (12)
Chris Beutler (28)
Ardyce Bohlke (33)
Kermit Brashear (4)
Curt Bromm (23)
Pam Brown (6)
Jon Bruning (3)
Ernie Chambers (11)

471-2623

471-2633

471-2712

471-2621

471-2719

471-2714

471-2627

471-2612

NCSA Reminder:

Our current campaigns are Division of Tourism, Nebraska Army National Guard, Ne
braska State Education Association. Please participate by airing the announcements
and submitting the reports. Thank you for your cooperation. These campaigns are
vital in keeping your NBA alive.

with RAB’s Roger Dodson

April 15‘"!
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