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Chapter 26 concluded with the private declaration of Paul’s innocence between the Roman governor and
king Herod Agrippa. They believed that Paul could have been released except for the fact that Paul had
appealed to the Roman Emperor, which was the right of every Roman citizen. We open the next chapter
with the beginning of Paul’s journey to Rome.
 
And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other
prisoners unto oneone named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band.
 

• Most commercial ships were sailing vessels and were dependent on the winds and weather in their
journeys, with winter travel being particularly hazardous. For reason of safety most sea voyages
were undertaken during the day, with regular stops at night; this meant that established sea routes
tended to follow coastlines.  Paul made use of travel by sea in all four of his major journeys. His
longest journey by sea was that from Caesarea to Rome. Paul traveled on a series of merchant
sailing ships in this journey, which took him around Cyprus, Rhodes, Crete, Malta (where he was
shipwrecked) and Sicily before landing in Italy.

• Paul spoke of his experience at sea in 2 Corinthians 11:26 (KJV) InIn journeyings often, inin perils of
waters, inin perils of robbers, inin perils by mine ownmine own countrymen, inin perils by the heathen, inin perils
in the city, inin perils in the wilderness, inin perils in the sea, inin perils among false brethren

2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; oneone
Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. 3 And the next dayday we touched at Sidon.
(travelling by day in sight of land) And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave himhim liberty to go unto
his friends to refresh himself.

• The centurion Julius probably knew that Paul was no threat to rebel or escape, as his 2 years
sojourn in Caesarea and his trials would be well known. Julius may have even been aware that
Paul could have been freed

4 And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. 5

And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a citya city of Lycia. 6 And
there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein.

• Multiple ships of different nations were used during Paul’s journey to Rome. The centurion acted as
travel agent in booking passage on various ships.

7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not
suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone; 8 And, hardly passing it, came unto a place
which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city ofof Lasea. 9 Now when much time was spent,
and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, 9(the Day of Atonement ,
modern Yom Kippor – mid September- mid October, earl) Paul admonished themthem, 10 And said unto them,
Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but
also of our lives.

• Paul perceived – the Holy Spirit was giving him a word of knowledge, information about a future
event. You might say he prophesied about the upcoming voyage

11 Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which
were spoken by Paul. 12 And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more part advised
to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice, and thereand there to winter; which iswhich is an
haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west.

• Captain and crew wanted a better port to spend the winter in. Phenice (Phoenix- looking toward the
Southwest wind and toward the Northwest wind) was a port known for date production and a
better place to spend the winter, protected from cold northern winds.

13 And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained theirtheir purpose, loosing thencethence,
they sailed close by Crete. 14 But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called
Euroclydon. (the northeast wind, or noreaster)15 And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up
into the wind, we let herher drive.

• The wind could not be fought, so the captain let theship be driven by the wind in whatever direction



• The wind could not be fought, so the captain let theship be driven by the wind in whatever direction
the wind would take.

16 And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat: 17

Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall
into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven.

• The life boat had broken loose in the storm, and was secured with much effort. Ropes were run
under the ship to tie it together, to down all sails and were blown about by the wind

18 And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next dayday they lightened the ship;
• Cargo was thrown overboard

19 And the third dayday we cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship.
• Iron fittings for the sails and the sails themselves: mast booms and other equipment

20 And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on usus, all hope that
we should be saved was then taken away.

• Do you think Paul was worried? Why? (Jesus appeared to him earlier)
• Here comes the big “I told you so”

21 But after long abstinence (he held back a long time) Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said,
Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm
and loss.

• If you listened to me, you would have made a profit instead of loosing it all
22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man'sany man's life among you, but of
the ship. 23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 24 Saying,
Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with
thee.

• When you obey God’s word, you will be blessed and those around you will be blessed
25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 26 Howbeit we
must be cast upon a certain island. 27 But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and
down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country; 28 And
sounded, and found itit twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and
found itit fifteen fathoms. 29 Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out
of the stern, and wished for the day. 30 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they
had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the
foreship,

• After 14 days of storm, the crew was abandoning ship without concern for the passengers,
pretending to take action to save the ship

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. 32 Then
the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.  

• The centurion put faith in the word of God and cut the lifeboat loose. We are all in with the word.
• Romans 13:14 (KJV) But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to

fulfilfulfil the lusts thereofthereof.
• We walk by faith (or swim by faith)

33 And while the day was coming on, Paul besought themthem all to take meat, saying, This day is the
fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing. 34 Wherefore I pray you
to take somesome meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you.

• You haven’t eaten for two weeks. Eat now because your bodies need food. Your lives are not over:
you won’t even be injured

 
35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and
when he had broken itit, he began to eat. 36 Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took somesome
meat.

• This encouraging word blessed them, and they became cheerful based on Paul’s assurances
37 And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls.

• This was a very large ship, carrying 276 people
38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.

• The route that the ship was following indicated it was a grain ship, carrying corn from Egypt to
Rome. When the finished eating, they threw all the remaining corn into the sea.



Rome. When the finished eating, they threw all the remaining corn into the sea.
39 And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the
which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship. 40 And when they had taken up the
anchors, they committed themselvesthemselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the
mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.

• The crew literally threw all caution to the wind.
41 And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and
remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves. 42 And the soldiers'
counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape.  

• It was customary to kill the prisoners if all was lost. They should not be allowed to escape judgment
43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from theirtheir purpose; and commanded that they which
could swim should cast themselvesthemselves first into the seainto the sea, and get to land:

• Julius was willing to risk his rank by saving Paul. If any prisoners had escaped, he would have been
been held responsible

44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken broken piecespieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they
escaped all safe to land.

• Paul had confidence in the Word. Jesus told him he was going to Rome, and he believed it. He would
not let a little thing like a fourteen day hurricane stop him. He also was aware of God’s promises

Psalm 91:1-16 (KJV) 1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the LORD, He isHe is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 3

Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, andand from the noisome pestilence. 4 He shall cover
thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thyshall be thy shield and buckler. 5

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nornor for the arrow thatthat flieth by day; 6 NorNor for the
pestilence thatthat walketh in darkness; nornor for the destruction thatthat wasteth at noonday. 7 A thousand shall
fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; butbut it shall not come nigh thee. 8 Only with thine eyes
shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. 9 Because thou hast made the LORD, which iswhich is my
refuge, eveneven the most High, thy habitation; 10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling. 11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 12

They shall bear thee up in theirtheir hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 13 Thou shalt tread upon
the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. 14 Because he hath set his
love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. 15 He
shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will bewill be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour
him. 16 With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.

 


