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Mae’s husband, on his back beside her, did not stir. He was still asleep, 
and the melancholy creases that folded his daytime face were smoothed 
and slack.

And that would have been a disaster so immense that this weary old 
earth, owned or not to its fiery core, would have trembled on its axis like 
a beetle on a pin.

Tuck Everlasting “Book Bits”

There are 47 “Book Bits”, however, you will only need one for each student; you can 
pick and choose which ones you like the most.

1. Give each student a “Book Bit”.  The students will read their individual “Book Bits” 
and be allowed a little time to ponder and reflect on what they say (e.g., What 
impressions are they gathering about the book?).

2. Have the students move around the classroom, reading their “Book Bit” to every 
other student, while also listening to the other students’ “Book Bits”.  No discussion 
or interpretation occurs at this point; they are simply reading to each other.

3. After hearing the other students’ “Book Bits”, students can then do a quick write 
on the impressions they now have about the book (What is this book about? What 
can we infer about the characters?, What might happen in the story? etc.)

4. After the quick write, students can discuss with each other in pairs, small groups, 
and eventually whole group.

5. The “Book Bit” quick write can then be revisited after students have read more of 
the book, or have completed the book.
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“Please, child…dear, dear child…don’t you be scared.” This was Mae, 
trying to run and call back over her shoulder at the same time. 
“We…wouldn’t harm you…for the world.”

She frowned and looked at the man more closely. But his smile seemed per-
fectly all right, quite agreeable and friendly.

But the man in the yellow suit stood tapping his foot in the road for a long 
time all alone, looking at the wood.

…but in real life—well, the world was a dangerous place. People were 
always telling her so. And she would not be able to manage without pro-
tection. They were always telling her that, too

Winnie stood up, embarrassed and, because of that, resentful. “I didn’t 
mean to watch you,” she protested as she stepped into the clearing. “I 
didn’t know anyone would be here.”
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VOCABULARY RESOURCES

DAILY LANGUAGE REVIEWS (GRADES 3-8)

DAILY MATH REVIEWS (GRADES 3-6)

HANDS-ON MATH TILES
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