
Supporting Question What were women advocating at the Women’s Rights Convention?

Formative Performance 
Task

Perform a mini-skit about the Seneca Falls Convention. 
Discuss the major players at the women’s rights convention.

Conceptual Understanding 
(NY State)

7.7 REFORM MOVEMENTS: Social, political, and economic inequalities 
sparked various reform movements and resistance efforts. Influenced by the 
Second Great Awakening, New York State played a key role in major reform 
efforts. 

Content Specifications (NY 
State)

(7.7c) Women joined the movements for abolition and temperance and 
organized to advocate for women’s property rights, fair wages, education, 
and political equality.

Resources: Student Sources:
● A classroom set of the play
● Copies of the exit ticket

Teacher Sources:
● http://ecssba.rutgers.edu/docs/seneca.html
● http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rebecca-price/5-things-you-may-no

t-know-about-the-seneca-falls-convention_b_7818812.html
● http://www.dhr.history.vt.edu/modules/us/mod04_women/index.h

tml
● Google Slides Version of the handouts 

The Women’s Rights Movement and the Seneca Falls Convention

DISTRIBUTE  the skit to the students and have them choose their roles.  I typically divided the role of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, as she has the most lines.  I have the desks moved into a circle so the students can see each other 
as they read their lines.  I like to remind the students they need to read with enthusiasm, or they will be “fired” 
from their role.  They play generally takes about 20 minutes to read through.  I then have the students fill out the 
exit ticket with the play as a reference.  I only make enough copies of the play for one class, and then I provide a 
link to the document through google classroom.  

NOTE:  Stanton and Mott play a more prominent role in the skit because they were both actually at the Seneca 
Falls Convention.  The rest of the ladies are included to provide a more well rounded view of Women’s Rights, 
however, they could be also covered separately.  

Lesson Plan
This lesson has students act out the Seneca Falls Convention. Instead of just sitting and reading the history of the convention, 
students get to act out the major events that occured! This way, they really experience the convention and the history of the 
movement!

Before Class...
❏ PRINT AND COPY all of the handouts for students. 
❏ READ THROUGH the play so that you know how many lines are assigned to each of the roles. This 

makes it easier to assign roles properly when the play is read in class.  

Procedure for Class...

http://ecssba.rutgers.edu/docs/seneca.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rebecca-price/5-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-seneca-falls-convention_b_7818812.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rebecca-price/5-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-seneca-falls-convention_b_7818812.html


A Historic Meeting - The Women’s Rights Convention at Seneca Falls 

NOTE -  This play is inspired by the Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls in 1848.  Effort has been 
made to follow the events leading up to the convention.  When actual recorded dialogue is utilized, I have 
placed the words in quotes.  All other dialogue involves an imagined retelling. Effort has been made to 
portray the historical figures as accurately as possible; however, there are some jokes.  

Cast of Characters:

Narrator 
Leader of the Convention 
Wendell Phillips - Abolitionist at the World Anti-Slavery Convention
Frederick Douglass - African American abolitionist who attended the Seneca Falls Convention
Elizabeth Cady Stanton - Leader of the Seneca Falls Convention
Henry Stanton - Husband of Elizabeth Cady Stanton
Lucretia Mott - Leader of the Seneca Falls Convention
James Mott -  Husband of Lucretia Mott
Mary Ann McClintock - Attendee of the Seneca Falls Convention
Richard Hunt - Quaker Abolitionist
Jane Hunt - Quaker Abolitionist
Sojourner Truth - African American abolitionist
Susan B. Anthony - Women’s rights activist 
Matilda Joslyn Gage - Women’s rights activist
All of the people at the Convention - the whole class

Scene 1 - The World Anti-Slavery Convention in London

Narrator:  Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott traveled to London to attend the convention.  Once 
there, they find that they will not be allowed to attend the meeting directly.  

Elizabeth Cady Stanton:  3,000 miles we traveled!  To sit behind a curtain?  To be not seen and not 
heard?  Surely you cannot be serious.

Leader of the Convention: Ladies, ladies.  I’m sorry, but the leaders of this convention have agreed that it 
would be against British custom to have you sit with the men.  It’s just un-Christian.

E. Stanton: (Stanton speaks with anger) Un-Christian!  Listen you small headed, sad man…

Wendell Phillips: Ms. Stanton, I tried to get them to change their mind, but they were not swayed.  Some 
men aren’t as enlightened as myself.  

E. Stanton: Don’t flatter yourself Phillips.  

Lucretia Mott: Lizzie, I don’t think we’re going to change their mind.  Let’s take our place in the back room, 
as he suggested.  

E. Stanton: Behind a curtain - we might as well be wearing the drapes.  This is insufferable.  



Thanks so much for your purchase of this product. I sincerely hope that you are able to 
utilize these resources in your classroom, and that they prove to aide your instruction. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to e-mail me. 

Also, your feedback is much appreciated! Seriously, it’s really helpful. Also, if I make any 
adjustments or improvements to the product based on your suggestions, you will be able to 
download the updates for free. Also, you can earn TpT credit for free products.

Please make sure that this product is not published online in a publicly accessible location.  
I don’t include my copyright on my products so that they’re easily editable by you. However, 
the copyright does exist. This purchase gives you permission to use this lesson in your own 
classroom, for your own students.  If you’d like to share this with another teacher at the 
school, please purchase an additional license. 

Peacefield History (Allison) has been teaching for the past 
16 years. She teaches grade 7 U.S. History and AP U.S. History. 
She is a self-described “History Nerd” who visits museums 
and national parks on her vacations and seriously loves 
writing curriculum for other teachers. She earned her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s at the College of St. Rose. 

She writes about teaching history at 
peacefieldhistory.com. 

Consider following 
me on Instagram, 
facebook or twitter 
so that you’re the 
first to know about 
new products and 
updates. 

I also discuss 
current events and 
share my own 
historical nerdiness. 

Check out my 
Pinterest page for 
links to historical 
resources.  

If you have any 
questions or 
inquiries, email me at 
peacefieldblog@gmail.
com

https://www.facebook.com/PeacefieldHistory/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.instagram.com/peacefieldhistory/
https://www.pinterest.com/peacefield0017/pins/
http://peacefieldhistory.com/

