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Name of library/archive: Harvard Map Collection 

School/Unit:  

Location/address: 27 Harvard Yard, Cambridge, MA 02138 

Project sponsor/library or unit director: Bonnie Burns 

Project supervisor: Belle Lipton 

Contact information for further information or questions: belle_lipton@harvard.edu 

Name of Project: Expanding Access to Geospatial Data Collections 

Brief description of library/archives: With experts in spatial analysis, map-making, and 

historical analysis, we want to help you make the most of the over 500,000 maps and terabytes 

of data at the Harvard Map Collection. Whether you are analyzing the spatial dimensions of 

health, making a map about demographics, or tracing changing borders on old maps, we want 

to find ways to support your work and collaborate on innovative research and teaching.  



color. 

In both options, we are interested in approaches which advance Diversity, Inclusion, Belonging, 
and Anti-Racism (DIBAR) goals of the library, identifying gaps in the data collections, and 
opportunities to learn from these gaps. In addition to a guide or a data visualization, fellows will 
also write a blog piece summarizing key takeaways from the experience. 

Anticipated outcomes/final product: Fellows interested in working with library collections in 

a data-driven manner may choose the option of creating visualizations which highlight 

characteristics and trends inherent to the library’s data holdings. Those who are interested in 

more traditional geospatial librarianship may choose to create a library guide, or list of datasets 

with textual descriptions helping researchers make sense of available resources. For either 

option, fellows will write a blog post or article summarizing their experience diving into the 

library’s collections.  

Project description:  The Harvard Map Collection stewards and provides access to over 
11,000 digital datasets via the Harvard Geospatial Library. While these materials are available in 
a traditional data portal environment where one searches and facets results, it can be 
intimidating to first-time users of the collections, or those new to geospatial formats how to 
make sense of what’s available. 

The research projects the library supports are increasingly reliant on the discoverability of high-
quality digital data, and lucid access to these materials has never been more important. 
Navigating the data landscape of what types of data are collected at all–  a topic explored in 
recent projects such as The Library of Missing Datasets – compared against what is available 
within the Harvard Library ecosystem is a challenge we face as we continue to engender data 
information literacy in our research, teaching, and learning efforts.  

This project aims to generate top-level glimpses into the vast collection of geospatial materials 
available in the Harvard Map Collections. Fellows may choose between creating straightforward 
text-based collection overviews in the style of library guides, or using the fellowship to 
strengthen data visualization muscles by creating interesting visual glimpses into our 
collections. In the latter option, we are inspired by projects such as the Public Domain Remixes 
of the NYPL collections, where online visitors can visualize collections by century, genre, or 

Applicants with knowledge of tools such as D3.js or Datawrapper, who are looking to 
experiment with how these tools can be applied in library career settings are encouraged to 
apply. Programming skills, however, are not required for this fellowship. Those interested in the 
data visualization option will have support from Digital Scholarship specialists in the library for 
learning new tools, and applying best practices. 

http://publicdomain.nypl.org/pd-visualization/
https://www.datawrapper.de/
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