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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 31st July, 2013, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan, S Clark,  

P Clark, L McKendrick and D Robb 
and County Councillor J Chaplow 

 

37. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor R Makepeace and County Councillors D Bell 
and A Bonner. 
 

38. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.  
 

39. CO-OPTION OF MEMBERS 
 
Following the election on 2nd May, 2013, a number of seats had not been filled.  The Council was 
able to fill these seats through a co-option process and expressions of interest had been sought 
through an article on the recent newsletter.  
 
Resolved: That Linda McKendrick of 15 Rose Court, Esh Winning and Joseph Armstrong of 44 
Commercial Street, Cornsay Colliery be co-opted as members of the Council for the Hamsteels 
Estate and Cornsay wards respectively.  
 
40. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The County Council had to make further savings and more cuts and reductions in services 
were likely to come in addition to those already made.  The County Council would not be 
made aware of their funding for the next year until December.  

 A review of street lighting could lead to the removal of 7000 street lights on rural roads.  
Street lighting in residential areas would not be affected.  

 The brown bin scheme for recycling of garden waste would be reviewed shortly. 
 Hedleyhope Parish Council and local residents were holding a meeting in August to consider 

any further steps that could be taken in relation to the anaerobic digester, planning permission 
for which had been granted recently on appeal.  

 
Note:  As Andy Coulthard, AAP Co-ordinator, was in attendance to discuss proposals to provide a youth 

shelter, the Chairman had agreed that this item should be moved up the agenda.  
 

41. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The AAP Co-ordinator explained the background to the proposal to provide a youth shelter on the 
site of the former park and that the Council was being asked to take the project forward with the 
support of the AAP, County Councillors and Police.  
 
In discussing the matter, Councillors noted that the former park site had been the focus for antisocial 
behaviour in the past and that local residents would have views on the proposed site and that a well 
lit and visible location was required.  
 
Costs for future insurance had been obtained from the Council’s insurers however funding would 
have to be sought to purchase a shelter.  The young people at the youth sessions had been 
consulted on options and had indicated their preferred designs, copies of which were circulated and 
commented upon, members expressing the view that an open design would be more appropriate to 
permit observation. 
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Resolved: That local residents be consulted over the location of the proposed youth shelter prior to 
any decision being taken.  
 
42. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 26th June, 2013, were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.  
 

43. MATTERS ARISING 
 

There were no matters arising. 
 

44. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 

(i) £170.12 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for July. 
(ii) £42.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for July. 
(iii) £59.00 to Durham County Council in respect of printing. 
(iv) £49.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grasscutting. 
(v) £35.00 to the Information Commissioner’s Office in respect of the data protection 

registration renewal.  
(vi) £107.42 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for August. 
(vii) £26.80 to HMRC in respect  of PAYE for August.   

 

(b) Cheques issued:  
 

(i) 26th Jun 2013 £ 151.95 Clerk’s wages    No. 619 
(ii) 26th Jun 2013 £ 38.20 HMRC     No. 620 
(iii) 26th Jun 2013 £ 34.08 Great Aycliffe Town Council   No. 621 
(iv) 26th Jun 2013 £ 73.50 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 622 
(v) 26th Jun 2013 £ 85.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No. 623 
(vi) 26th Jun 2013  £ 85.00 TRACC     No. 624 

 

(c) Quarterly Budget Report  
 
Copies of the quarterly budget report had been circulated for information.  
 

(d) Cash at Bank: 
 

Northern Rock  £16,138.72 
Barclays  £18,855.21 
Unity Trust  £6,789.95 
Petty Cash  £29.49 

 
Resolved: That the petty cash be replenished to £100.00.  
 

45. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Durham County Council - Notification of road closure between South Farm and 
Greenacres, Cornsay on 8th August.  
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(b) National Association of 
Local Councils 

- Details of NJC pay settlement. 
Resolved: That this matter be considered further at the next 
meeting.  
 

(c) County Durham 
Association of Local 
Councils 

- Details of new NALC publication, ‘Local Councils Explained’ 
which was to be published in October 2013.  
Resolved: That one copy of Local Councils Explained be 
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purchased via CDALC. 
(d) County Durham 

Association of Local 
Councils 

- Details of the latest edition of the ‘Good Councillors Guide’, 
copies of which were available at £2.00 each. 
Resolved: That 10 copies of the Good Councillors Guide be 
purchased. 

 
46. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

S Hyde 41 Briardene 
Esh Winning 
 

Erection of 2 storey rear extension  

Resolved: That no objection be made subject to the views of neighbours being taken into 
account.  

 
47. BUS SHELTER – B6302 (Minute 29 refers) 
 
No further information was available on the proposal to replace the brick bus shelter with a glass one. 
 
Resolved: That the matter be considered further when information was available.   
 
48. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY HALL 
 
(a) Repairs 
 
The Clerk reported that repairs to the hall following damage to the roof had almost been completed, 
with only the interior decorating outstanding.  The contractors had advised that this work was to be 
carried out within the next 2-3 weeks.  
 
The hot water boiler in the kitchen had was not working.  The boiler had been inspected by an 
electrician who had advised that the breakdown was due to wear and tear, rather than water 
damage.  Repairs were not therefore covered by the insurance.  
 
Resolved: That funding options for a new boiler be reviewed.  
 
(b) Funding for New Building 
 
The Chair reported that the recent application to the Big Lottery had been unsuccessful at stage 1.  
Feedback would be sought from the Big Lottery, but in the meantime officers at Durham County 
Council would be looking at alternative funding options.  
 
(c) Neighbourhood Budget Application 
 
The Clerk reported that Durham County Council required the Council to agree terms and conditions 
in relation to the funding from Councillor J Armstrong and M Campbell’s neighbourhood budgets.  
 
Resolved: That the terms and conditions be agreed.  
 
49. AUGUST MEETING 
 
The Council’s Standing Orders provided that the Council would be in recess only in December of 
each year.  In previous years however there had often been little business to discuss in August and 
the Clerk sought confirmation of whether Members felt that an August meeting was required. 
 
Resolved: That, unless any urgent business requiring the Council’s attention arose, the Council be in 
recess until the scheduled September meeting.  
 

The Meeting closed at 8.25 pm 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


