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When markets felt CBN’s big moves

O
ne major outcome of 
the Bankers’ Commit-
tee meeting held on 
Friday, February 17, 
2017 was the decision 

by the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
to allocate $1 million weekly to each 
of Nigeria’s 23 commercial banks 
beginning from Monday, February 
20 for sale to their customers to 
cover medicals, school fees, personal 
and business travel, and some other 
invisibles.

According to the agreement, all 
banks were to receive amounts 
commensurate with their demand 
per week, which would be sold to 
customers who meet usual basic 
documentary requirements, and the 
allocation was to get to customers 
at no more than 20 percent above 
the interbank market rate of N305 
per dollar.

Events have since continued to 
unfold in the positive direction. On 
Monday, the CBN began providing 
direct additional funding to banks 
to meet the above-stated foreign 
exchange needs of Nigerians, and 
on Tuesday it announced a $500 
million intervention in the foreign 
exchange market using Non-De-
liverable Forward (NDF) contracts 
so as to clear a backlog of demand 
from manufacturing, agriculture and 
airline companies. It also stepped up 
dollar sales on the interbank cur-
rency market.

In a circular to all authorised deal-
ers dated February 21, the apex bank 
said the sale of the $500 million would 
be in the form of a Special Wholesale 
Intervention Forward not exceeding 
60 days. It asked authorised dealers 
to send their requests not exceeding 
7.5 percent of the amount on offer 
and also directed all banks to open 
FX retail outlets at major airports as 
soon as logistics permit.

These moves by the CBN, which 
have been widely lauded, were 
meant to ease a severe foreign ex-
change shortage that the country 
has had to grapple with following 
the global oil price crash that has 
adversely affected dollar earnings as 
well as narrow the wide gap between 
the official and black market rates 
that created room for speculation and 
round-tripping. Some analysts had at 
some point identified about 11 differ-
ent exchange rates in the country.

The CBN, in the Tuesday circular 
signed by Isaac Okorafor, acting direc-
tor, Corporate Communications, also 
revealed its intention to “increase 
efficiency of the FX market” by im-
mediately beginning to implement 
its articulated programme to clear all 
the unfilled orders in the interbank 
foreign exchange market.

“Given the CBN’s objective to con-
tinuously and vigorously pursue a 
transparent, liquid, and efficient FX 
Market, the Bank reiterates it would 
neither tolerate unscrupulous actions 
nor hesitate to bring serious sanctions 
on offenders, be they banks or their 

staff. The Bank therefore encourages 
market participants to assist in ensur-
ing that these new measures engen-
der the preservation of our external 
reserves, stability of our financial 
system, and growth of our economy 
to the benefit of all Nigerians,” Okora-
for said in the statement.

Analysts have also been talking 
about the likely effects of these initia-
tives, raising the hope that the weekly 
allocation would positively impact on 
the exchange rates.

Kunle Ezun, treasurer at Ecobank, 
said in a note that while there was 
no change to exchange rate policy, 
“the new circular in effect will likely 
support naira appreciation at the 
parallel market given the expected 
rise in FX liquidity that will be avail-
able to clear all the unfilled orders in 
the interbank FX market and other 
invisible transactions”.

Before the CBN interventions, the 
local currency had traded as high as 
N520 per dollar in the parallel mar-
ket but had remained largely stable 
in the interbank market. On Febru-
ary 17, the day the Bankers’ Com-
mittee met, the naira was quoted at 
N516 on the black market, while on 
the official market it was quoted at 
N305.50.

Stringent rules
The CBN, in a bid to forestall a pos-

sible abuse of the new intervention, 
had come up with some stringent 
conditions for the $500 million for-
wards sale. The circular signed by 
Alvan E. Ikoku, director, Financial 
Markets Department of the CBN, 
listed the conditions to include, 
among others, that “banks shall not 
allocate funds for customers LCs 
that have already benefited from 
past SMIS that are yet to mature; no 
bank shall exceed its Net Trading 
Position limit; successful banks ac-
count shall be debited immediately 
after the release of the intervention 
result at their quoted rates; allowable 
spread between bid and offer shall 
be 50 kobo”, and no multiple bids by 

liquidity and reduce the continued 
onslaught on the naira as a result of 
fear and lack of confidence in the 
unofficial market, the new rates 
of 375/$ to end users by banks has 
further created another price dis-
crimination by CBN.

“As the BDCs buy the proceeds 
of International Money Transfer 
Operators (IMTOs) at N381/$ and 
sell at N399/$, the impact will be 
gradual and largely dependent on 
how banks will want to cooperate 
with CBN on this regard,” Gwadabe 
said.

“The fear and uncertainty in the 
market is not making any policy to 
work. But there is hope that we will 
begin to see more dollars coming 
soon to the critical retail segment of 
the market,” he said.

Retail currency users buy dollars 
from licensed BDCs, but CBN’s in-
ability to meet dollar demand has 
tended to drive BDCs to source dol-
lars from private sources and resell 
at a much higher margin, fuelling the 
black market.

Ayodeji  Ebo, acting managing 
director, Afrinvest Securities Lim-
ited, said while the plan to sell $500 
million in the interbank market may 
boost dollar liquidity, it would not 
completely hedge the participants 
from the imminent foreign exchange 
risk.

“Except the CBN gives prior-
ity to supply dollars to the forward 
contract participants, the naira will 
remain pressured, thus contradict-
ing CBN’s objective to close the gap 
between the official exchange rate 
and the parallel market,” he said. 

He was hopeful the CBN would 
improve overall dollar supply in the 
coming weeks as well as clear pent 
up dollar demand to boost confi-
dence and liquidity.

“In addition, the CBN should em-
brace the full implementation of the 
proposed managed float FX regime 
policy,” Ebo said.

Eddie Osarenkhoe, former presi-
dent, Finance Houses Association of 
Nigeria and member, Nigerian Insti-
tute of Taxation, while commending 
the CBN for what he tagged a step in 
the right direction that signals that 
there is a better programme ahead, 
said the apex bank needs to do more.

“This is the first step and we have 
seen the result. We need more dol-
lars in this market, dollar that can 
be generated not only from oil but 
also from other sources, those who 
actually export. Let’s chase out spec-
ulators from the economy. The CBN 
should do more,” he said on Channels 
TV flagship breakfast show Sunrise 
Daily, Thursday.

But Manji Cheto, a policy risk 
analyst and senior vice president at 
global advisory firm Teneo Intelli-
gence, contended that Nigeria needs 
a flexible exchange rate where there 
is a market-determined naira/dollar 
exchange rate in order to boost au-
tonomous capital inflow, with CBN 
intervention only at highly volatile 
times.

CHUKS OLUIGBO

all banks.
The apex bank also said it would 

send examiners to the banks imme-
diately after the intervention and 
any bank that failed to comply with 
the rules and other foreign exchange 
guidelines would be sanctioned.

Immediate effect
With the CBN literally flood-

ing the market with dollars, there 
were reports that parallel market 
operators and speculators, especially 
at the Murtala Muhammed Inter-
national Airport and around Festac 
Town in Lagos, had begun immedi-
ately to bring out their dollars for 
sale for fear of losing money.

As a consequence, the naira on 
Tuesday appreciated by N17.00k to 
close at N503 per dollar, represent-
ing gains of 3.2 percent compared to 
N520/$ it closed on Monday at the 
parallel market. By Friday the naira 
had strengthened to N460 per dollar 
as speculators kept selling dollars on 
the black market.

The CBN also sold a total of $6 mil-
lion to commercial banks at 304.75 
per dollar on Tuesday, far more than 
its regular $1.5 million, according to 
data from FMDQ.

At the money market, the over-
night inter-bank rate, which is the 
rate at which banks lend to each 
other, rose to 132.00 percent, higher 
than 21.14 percent the previous day.

Also, the Open-Buy-Back in-
creased to 128.33 percent on Tues-
day, from 20.50 percent on Monday, 
after some lenders submitted their 
bids for the initial $500 million spe-
cial intervention to the CBN.

Needs to do more
Though the immediate positive 

impact of the CBN intervention is 
being felt, by way of more dollar 
availability and naira appreciation, 
analysts say it is not yet uhuru.

Aminu Gwadabe, acting presi-
dent, Association of Bureau De 
Change Association of Nigeria (AB-
CON), said while the new BDC win-
dow at N375/$ may inject further 



L-R: Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Nlebem, flanked by Revd. Canon Harold Okechukwu Obodozie(left)and 
Venerable Christian Ilekanachi(right) during the wedding ceremony of Tony and Ada at the Anglican 
Church, Ijeshatedo, Lagos, recently. 

L-R: Abasam Onyia, assistant manager, group business development, Nestoil Limited; Simeon Tor-
Agbidye, assistant general manager, group business development, Nestoil Limited; Amarquaya Martey, 
general manager, Subsurface, and Kelvin Acka, principal consultant, OSC limited, at the West Africa 
International Petroleum Exhibition and Conference in Lagos.
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L-R: Elvis Ogiemwanye, director, brand and experience; Adebisi Idowu, vice president, marketing; 
Adeolu Dairo, director, consumer segment, and Ken Ogujiofor, vice president, consumer sales and 
services, all of Etisalat Nigeria at the official unveil of the new EasyCliq proposition during the 24-hour 
#BreakFree party in Lagos.

L-R: Reginald Okeya, director MTN Foundation; Nnamdi Ezeigbo, managing director, SLOT and   
Sam Hart, Business Entrepreneur Aba, at the MTN Foundation Scholars Alumni Conference in 
Owerri recently.

L-R: Adenike Adefila, consultant to Loeries Awards (South Africa); Steve Babaeko, Chief Creativity 
Officer/CEO, X3M Ideas; Andrew Human, CEO, Loeries Awards; Olasunkanmi Atolagbe, head of HR, 
X3M Group, and Aniete Udoh, general manager, marketing, Marketing Edge, duringLoeries Awards 
official visit to the Agency in Lagos.

L-R: Razaq Balogun, executive secretary/CEO, Lagos State Security Trust Fund (LSSTF); Anthony 
Olukoju, chief operating officer, Akintola Deloitte, and Mofiyinfoluwa Akin-Aduroja, chief of staff, execu-
tive offices, Akintola Deloitte, during Deloitte donation to LSSTF head office in Lagos.

L-R: Chief Raimi Suleiman, Managing Director, Asolyn Nig Ltd; Emeka Emuwa; CEO, Union Bank;  
Ohonba Amenze; Chief Accountant, National Population Commission & Kunle Sonola, Executive 
Director, Commercial Banking, Union Bank at the launch of the Union Bank branches in Benin recently.

L-R: Omotola Oyebanjo, Team Lead, Communications and Media; HRH Anthony Abumere II, Onogie 
of Ekpoma; Joe Mbulu, Transformation Director, Union Bank and Professor Charles Oniawa at the 
official launch of the upgraded Union Bank branch in Ekpoma, Benin.
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38 days in the saddle...
The scorecard of an acting president 

I
f there is one thing President Mu-
hammadu Buhari got right, it is 
his choice of a Vice President. This 
is the view of ardent followers of 
developments in the country, who 

say that in the last 38 days, Professor 
Yemi Osinbajo, a Senior Advocate of Ni-
geria, in his capacity as Acting President 
of Africa’s most populous nation, has 
demonstrated that he is indeed made 
of sterner stuff as he has taken firm 
control of the country and is gradually 
but consistently proffering solutions to 
its myriad challenges.

Apart from the initiatives he has 
taken so far which, according to ana-
lysts, are expected to either bring the 
country out of recession or at least 
fast-track the process, Osinbajo, who 
maintains a humble mien, has contin-
ued to prophetically assure Nigerians 
that all would be well.

“It is not difficult for Nigeria to get 
out of where we are, knowing how we 
got there,” he had said in January in 
faraway Davos, Switzerland, where he 
had been attending the World Econom-
ic Forum before he cut his trip short to 
take over the big task of administering 
the country.

Since taking control as Acting Presi-
dent, Osinbajo has been traversing 
the length and breadth of the country 
calming frayed nerves, soothing anger 
and building bridges across troubled 
and hitherto sidelined sections of the 
country.

Pundits say he is gradually rebuild-
ing the economy and may eventually 
succeed in regaining all the goodwill 
that the ruling All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) had frittered following the 
tardy way it had handled affairs of the 
country since coming to power in 2015.

Osinbajo took over the reins of 
government as Acting President in 
the absence of President Buhari, who 
left the country on January 19 for a 
medical vacation. This is the third time 
that Buhari has gone on vacation since 
assuming office, consequently handing 
over the mantle of leadership to Osin-
bajo. The first was in February 2016, 
and the second was in June 2016. Bu-
hari took off again on January 19, 2017 
after informing the National Assembly 
of his intentions to proceed on a 10-day 
vacation. However, he later wrote to 
extend his vacation indefinitely even 
as Nigerians continue to raise concerns 
about the true state of his health.

Buhari, 74, had been criticised for 
his apparent slowness in taking criti-
cal decisions in government which, 
some analysts say, may have contrib-
uted greatly to the country’s slide into 
recession. With Osinbajo at the helm 
of affairs, albeit temporarily, the jinx 
seems to have been broken as things are 
getting done faster, with some industry 
watchers saying he has somewhat 
restored investor confidence with the 
way he has handled the affairs of the 
country so far.

 Economic Recovery and Growth 
Plan

Within the last one month, Osinbajo, 
who is the head of the country’s Eco-

nomic Team, has held one of the longest 
Federal Executive Council meetings in 
the life of the present administration. 
The seven-hour-long meeting, it was 
gathered, was spent making input into 
the Economic Recovery and Growth 
Plan (ERGP) which the government has 
severally insisted is the magic wand that 
will bring the country out of the biting 
recession. Officials have also said the 
plan would be launched at the end of 
the month.

International lenders whom Nigerian 
authorities have been engaging with 
for budget support have said they are 
awaiting the ERGP to enable them take 
appropriate position on the request. 
According to the international lenders, 
further actions would depend on the 
country’s reform agenda intended to 
help it turn to growth.

Nigerian authorities proposed to 
source N900 billion foreign borrowing 
in the 2016 budget to partly plunge the 
N2.22 trillion deficit of the N6.07 trillion 
budget hardly implemented due largely 
to funding constraints. For 2017, there 
has been a proposal to source N1.067 
trillion externally to partly finance a 
projected N2.32 trillion budget deficit 
in the record N7.298 trillion budget 
which is currently being debated by the 
parliament.

 Forex market intervention
After what insiders say was a stormy 

session at the National Economic Coun-
cil meeting chaired by Acting President 
Osinbajo, the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) last week rolled out some mea-
sures which it says may reduce the pres-
sure on the naira and reduce the price of 
foreign exchange in the parallel market.

The apex bank suddenly announced 
that those who need dollars for travel 
purposes or to pay foreign school fees 
could buy at nearly 20 percent above 
the official rate, which is still better than 
buying at over 40 percent at the black 
market.

“The CBN would meet the needs 
of parents, guardians and sponsors 
who are seeking to make payments of 

school and educational fees for their 
children and wards. Such payments 
must be made by commercial banks 
directly to the institution specified by 
the customer. The CBN would ensure 
that this process is as smooth as pos-
sible and that as many customers as 
possible get the foreign exchange they 
genuinely demand,” the apex bank said 
in a statement announcing the new 
development.

“This would also apply to customers 
seeking to make payments, or purchase 
foreign exchange, for medical bills and 
paid directly to hospitals. The supply 
of FX to retail end-users (PTA, BTA, 
school fees, medical bills, etc) would be 
sustained by the CBN,” it said.

The new development may have 
come as a rude shock to many. The 
naira has continued to slump for almost 
two years, with Buhari insisting on no 
devaluation of the currency.

 Boosting ‘ease of doing business’
Last week, the Presidential Council 

on the Ease of Doing Business, chaired 
by Osinbajo, finally approved a 60-day 
national action plan to ease of doing 
business in the country and improve 
its rankings in the World Bank Doing 
Business Index 2018. Nigeria currently 
ranks 169 in the Ease of Doing Business 
Index 2017.

The Council approved a national 
action plan to be implemented across 
its three priority areas – Entry and 
Exit of goods; Entry and Exit of people, 
and Government Transparency and 
Procurement – over the next 60 days 
to deliver tangible changes for SMEs 
in the country.

As part of the reforms, the Corporate 
Affairs Commission’s online portal 
will be upgraded to document upload 
capabilities that will make it possible for 
new businesses to be registered online 
from start to finish without having to 
visit the CAC office. The reform will 
also see to the streamlining of the num-
ber of agencies operating at the nation’s 
ports to just six, as well as the issuance 
of visa on arrival and the 48-hour 

processing by the Nigeria Immigration 
Service (NIS).

PEBEC will work with the National 
Assembly to pass important bills like 
the National Collateral Registry Bill and 
the Credit Bureau Services Bill which 
would ease access to credit for SMEs.

 Niger Delta debacle
Osinbajo seems to have covered 

more grounds in the dialogue with 
stakeholders in the Niger Delta region. 
Beginning from January 16, even as 
Vice President, Osinbajo, led high-level 
Federal Government delegations on a 
series of interactive engagements with 
oil-producing communities (Delta, 
Bayelsa and Rivers States) to interact 
with leaders and representatives of 
the communities in continuation of 
the administration’s ongoing research 
efforts towards finding a long-lasting 
resolution of the Niger Delta crisis. 
This, according to the Presidency, was 
in “further demonstration of President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s readiness and 
determination to comprehensively ad-
dress the Niger Delta situation”.

He visited Gbaramatu and heard 
from chiefs and Ijaw youths; visited 
Maritime University and from there 
proceeded to the Olu of Warri’s palace. 
He also paid visits to PTI, Ndokwa na-
tion and youths, with several groups 
presenting papers. In all of these places, 
he emphasised that the problem of the 
Niger Delta was a Nigerian problem, 
assuring of government’s willingness 
to call a truce.

“It is not time to argue or to negoti-
ate; we know the Niger Delta issues. It 
is time to act,” he said. Many have de-
scribed Osinbajo’s approach to the Niger 
Delta challenge as one of intelligence 
and diplomacy. These moves seem to 
be yielding dividend as militancy activi-
ties in the oil-rich region have dropped 
considerably while there has been a rise 
in oil production.

Buhari, a former military leader, 
earlier employed the use of military 
force to quell the activities of militants 
in the region and remained indifferent 
when agitators in the region gave the 
withdrawal of the military as one of the 
conditions for peace.

 Launch of MSME clinic
Within this period, Osinbajo also 

launched the Micro Small and Medium 
Enterprises Clinics partly to accelerate 
the ease of doing business in the coun-
try and personally went to Abia State 
to kick off the first clinic. The MSMEs 
clinic, launched January 24, 2017 in 
Abuja with Federal Government busi-
ness regulators, is expected to go round 
the 36 states of the country with Abia 
as number-one stop.

At Aba, the commercial nerve-cen-
tre of Abia State, the Acting President in 
a hands-on approach brought together 
MSMEs and regulators – such as NAF-
DAC, SON, etc – on the spot to solve 
problems. He said he had been to CAC, 
SMEDAN and others, calling on these 
government agencies to see themselves 
as facilitators.

Osinbajo recognised Aba as the base 
of Nigeria’s manufacturing and SMEs. 
He said Aba people exemplify creative 
attributes and explained the idea be-
hind the MSMEs clinics.

“I’ve seen all sorts today in Aba. 

ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG & MABEL DIMMA
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Yemi Osinbajo, Acting President



There is a can-do spirit. 
We want Federal Gov-
ernment business regu-
latory agencies to facili-
tate business, not create 
bottlenecks,” he said.

His words drew cheers 
from local MSMEs, trad-
ers and artisans who 
were excited at the 
thought of such huge 
federal presence and sup-
port that they had never 
got in ages.

 Other conclusive de-
cisions

 Within 30 days of 
Osinbajo’s acting, some 
conclusive decisions were 
made, such as approving 
the release of N72 billion 
as counterpart funding 
for the Lagos-Ibadan rail-
way project, the release of 
funds for the take-off of 
the National School Feed-
ing Programme and the 
soft loans scheme, both of 
which are part of the core 
of this administration’s 
programme.

The FEC under his 
purview has made some 
approvals as well as some 
conclusive decisions. It 
has approved a new tax 
policy which has been 
pending, increased to-
mato tariffs, set up a task 
force not to force down 
but to address issues of 
rising food costs in the 

country, and approved 
a new national policy on 
environment, amongst 
others.

As citizens groan un-
der the weight of es-
calating prices of food-
stuffs and cost of living 
in general, the Acting 
President inaugurated 
a food security task 
force which has been 
mandated to explore 
and recommend means 
of urgently resolving 
some of the bottlenecks 
and challenges contrib-
uting to the increase in 
food prices across the 
country.

Most of these bottle-
necks revolve around 
transportation and pres-
ervation. So, it was re-
ceived with optimism 
when the ministers of 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Finance, 
Industry, Trade and In-
vestment, Transporta-
tion, Water Resources, 
along with representa-
tives of the Office of the 
Chief of Staff to the Presi-
dent and Office of the Se-
nior Special Assistant to 
the President on Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(SDGs), were constituted 
into the committee.

On January 23, the 
Acting President chaired 

the 2nd Presidential 
Quarterly Business fo-
rum at the State House 
where the Economic 
Management Team in-
teracted with business 
representatives, with the 
organised private sector 
fully represented. This, 
the Presidency said, was 
in “continuation of the 
Buhari administration’s 
consistent collaboration 
with private sector”.

Last Thursday, Osin-
bajo was at Nigeria Stock 
Exchange in Lagos to 
launch green bonds, part 
of the Federal Govern-
ment’s efforts to broaden 
investment and promote 
sustainable develop-
ment. The green bonds 
proceeds, BDSUNDAY 
learnt, will go to environ-
mental-friendly green 
projects such as the solar 
power project he com-
missioned a few weeks 
ago in Wuna, Abuja.

 Osinbajo merely act-
ing Buhari’s script

A government offi-
cial, however, said Osin-
bajo was acting out a 
script already agreed on 
between him and his 
boss, President Buhari, 
during a series of meet-
ings they held before the 
president’s departure.

“The president also 

decided to play down 
the use of open mili-
tary tactics and gave 
firm instructions on this 
ahead of his delegation 
instructions to the vice-
president to embark on 
the ongoing trips to Ni-
ger Delta states,” an Aso 
Rock official who plead-
ed anonymity told jour-
nalists early last week.

The official had added 
that part of Buhari’s in-
struction to the acting 
president on the tour 
was to ensure that all 
interests were brought 
to the fore, regardless of 
party affiliations.

“Besides, the Presi-
dent also asked the Vice-
President to ensure that 
during the visits, the 
communities should 
be made to understand 
that the government is 
now interested in action 
and would do its own 
part. The Vice-President 
was also asked to secure 
from the communities 
a buy-in of peace and 
collaboration from state 
governments and the oil 
companies in particular,” 
the official had said.

 More needs to be 
done

While lawyers have 
said the Acting Presi-
dent has all the consti-

tutional powers to act on 
behalf of the President, 
Aso Rock sources told 
BDSUNDAY that “Osin-
bajo will not do what his 
boss did not ask of him”.

Some Nigerians have 
been speculating that 
despite Osinbajo’s bold 
moves, his hands may 
be tied, arguing that he 
may be unable to take 
some decisions, espe-
cially those relating to 
appointment of boards 
of government agencies. 
This may again explain 
the reason for the delay 
in board appointments 
as it is thought that even 
if he really wanted to get 
it done quickly, Osinbajo 
must seek his boss’ ap-
proval.

Meanwhile, industry 
watchers say some deci-
sions, such as the ap-
pointment of boards of 
agencies which directly 
affect the running of 
the government and the 
economy in general, can 
no longer wait.

There have been calls 
by different groups, urg-
ing the government to 
tidy up the agencies by 
appointing the board of 
directors which it dis-
solved almost two years 
ago.

Buhari, who extended 

his vacation on February 
5 when he was supposed 
to resume, would return 
to the country when his 
doctors give him a clean 
bill of health, Presidency 
officials said. 

However, as the coun-
try continues to await 
the return of President 
Buhari to take some per-
tinent decisions, sources 
say Osinbajo may not 
be able to exert those 
powers as he is treading 
cautiously to avoid being 
seen as trying to usurp 
powers.

Whatever the case, 
watchers say an Act-
ing President Osinbajo 
is making some much-
needed impact on the 
economy as his capabili-
ties in the last one month 
have shown that all the 
while his powers as head 
of the economy may 
have been downed by 
his principal.

“If this administration 
can maintain this tempo 
and build on it, indeed, 
APC may just redeem it-
self in the eyes of the citi-
zens whom they have 
disappointed since they 
took over government 
with several negative/
ineffectual policies,” said 
an analyst who pleaded 
anonymity.
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News 

Experts lament rising cases of rape, 
want speedy trial of culprits 

H
aving de-
crie d in-
c r e a s i n g 
number of 
rape cases 

in the country in re-
cent times without stiff 
and definite deterrence 
against the culprits, ex-
perts in various fields of 
human endeavour have 
called for the speedy 
trial of rapists, noting 
that rape is a criminal 
case and should not 
be settled out of court 
as applicable in many 
cases.

These experts in fields 
of law, health, security 
and academics, who 
spoke at a campaign, 
‘Students Against Rape’ 
held at the Moshood 
Abiola Polytechnic re-
cently, also said govern-
ment and everyone in-
volved in handling rape 
cases need to do more to 
strengthen deterrence 
against the act.

A Consultant Psy-
chiatrist at the Neuro-
psychiatric Hospital, 
Abeokuta, Adegboyega 
Ogunwale, said many 
rape cases in the coun-
try have not been suc-
cessfully prosecuted. He 

L-R: Kunle Elebute, CEO, KPMG Advisory Services Nigeria; Fola Adeola, chairman, FATE Foundation; Sola David-Borha, chief executive, Standard Bank, 
Rest of Africa, and Yinka Sanni, chief executive, Stanbic IBTC Holdings PLC, during a special sendoff dinner in honour of David-Borha in Lagos, recently

to the extent that we 
haven’t had too many 
rape cases being success-
fully prosecuted, Ogun-
wale said.

According to him, “It 
will appear that many 
perpetrators would 
not be detained. The 

onus is on government 
to ensure that there is 
proper education and 
they should make peo-
ple realise that rape is a 
crime against the state 
and not the family, so it 
cannot be settled out of 
court as if it were a civil 

also said rape is a crime 
against the state and not 
against the family of the 
victim.

“I will agree with you 
that with any law, non-
compliance does not 
strengthen deterrence. 
It actually weakens it 

matter.
“It is a criminal mat-

ter in which the state 
is the party against the 
perpetrator. Once people 
have that understanding 
and are educated to that 
level, maybe, there will 
be more diligent pros-

ecution.”
“Diligent prosecution 

will lessen stigmatisa-
tion on the part of the 
victim and will discour-
age the perpetrators that 
are undertaking such 
nefarious act,” Ogun-
wale, who is also the 
vice-chairman, Mental 
Health Committee of 
the Nigerian Medical 
Association, Ogun State 
branch said.

Adedamola Lapite, a 
former chairman, Law 
Officers’ Association, 
Ogun State branch, said 
the process of trial can 
be shortened. He said 
such cases should be 
tried and completed 
within two days and a 
month after the event 
has been reported.

He said calling the 
victims to recount ex-
periences after two or 
three years causes psy-
chological trauma in 
brain and mind of such 
victims.

“The process can 
be shortened, there’s 
nothing that says when 
someone is arrested, you 
take the person to the 
hospital for treatment.

“In the space of two 
days, you can go to court 
and present the case 
rather than waiting 
endlessly. 

Ifedayo ogunyemI and 
ahmad obanoyen

glo-sponsored african Voices features 
nigeria’s Polo queen, neku atawodi

A
frican Voices 
on CNN, spon-
sored by Glo-
bac om, will 

this weekend focus on 
the story of the world’s 
only active black female 
professional polo player, 
Nigeria-born Uneku 
Atawodi, aka Neku.

Globacom in a state-
ment in Lagos said the 
28 year-old Neku would 
be on the CNN magazine 
programme alongside 
two other guests, Bianca 
Buitendag of Victoria 
Bay, South Africa, and 
Shehzana Anwar of Nai-
robi, Kenya, who have 
also distinguished them-
selves in African Sports. 

A Bachelor of Science 
degree holder in Eques-
trian Science, Neku also 
obtained a Masters De-
gree in International 
Business, in addition to 
British Horse Society 
stage 4 riding accredita-
tion. Viewers will surely 
enjoy the details of her 

professional career in 
polo which started when 
she fell in love with hors-
es at age 13.

Her interest in Polo, a 
game largely dominated 
by men, was kindled by 
her fascination with “the 
smell of dirty leather.” 
Neku who has repre-
sented Nigeria at the Fed-
eration of International 
Polo tournaments in her 
fourteen years profes-
sional career is gradually 
growing into a legend in 
the game.

Bianca Buitendag, a 
professional surfer was 
born in Western Cape, 
South Africa, in 1993. She 
learned to surf at age 8 
with her two brothers 
while growing up near 
the beach of False Bay 
outside of Cape Town. 
By 2013, Bianca who 
credits her father with 
her success in the game 
of surfing finished the 
year with the highly 
coveted ‘Rookie of The 

Year’ Award at the ASP 
awards ceremony hav-
ing qualified onto the 
ASP world tour.

“My father was the 
one who pushed me into 
my first wave, and he 
has been supporting me 
ever since that day. He 
introduced me to what 
I know and call ‘my first 
love’, the ocean, and to a 
sport that I will do for as 
long as I can walk”, she 
stated.

Born in 1989, Sheh-
zana Anwar is a female 
Kenyan archer, who 
apart from being the 
Kenyan flag-bearer also 
competed in archery at 
the 2016 Rio de Janeiro 
Olympics in Brazil. She-
hzana started archery 
in 2002 and made her 
international debut in 
2008. Nicknamed Kuki, 
the human resources 
assistant is the reigning 
African Archery Cham-
pion, having won in 
Windhoek early in 2016

 

Pragmatic approach necessary to becoming 
a successful entrepreneur – experts

E
x p e r t s  h a v e 
charged potential 
business owners 
to think pragmat-

ically when dealing with 
challenges in the quest to 
create and sustain a win-
ning business mentality. 
Aspiring entrepreneurs 
need to show greater 
ingenuity to counter dif-
ficult challenges.

Sam Hart ,  s enior 
special adviser to the 
Governor of Abia State 
on Public Communica-
tion, and Nnamdi Eze-
gbo, managing director, 
made the charge at the 
launch of the MTN 
Foundation Scholars 
Alumni and Confer-
ence held in Owerri, 
Imo State recently.

The annual confer-
ence brought together 
graduate b eneficia-
ries of the MTN Foun-
d at i o n  S c h o l a r s h i p 
schemes, Scholarship 
for the Scienc e and 
Technology Students 

(SSTS) and Scholarship 
Scheme for the Blind 
Students (SSBS).

While speaking to the 
students, Sam Hart noted 
that they should not just 
think outside the box 
“But they should think 
like there is no box. Chal-
lenges will come, failure 
will come but they are 
necessities to succeed. 
You need to be resilient 
to sustain a winning idea 
and you must believe in 
yourself.”

Nnamdi Ezegbo re-
called how SLOT Tech-
nologies was founded. 
He told the students to 
always be prepared for 
challenges giving that the 
path to success may not 
always be as smooth as 
they want.

“My strategy for oper-
ating SLOT is to create so-
lutions. The environment 
will never be perfect. 
There is not ime for you 
to strike at success. Every 
time is the best but you 
need to understand the 
times,” Ezegbo said.

He explaine d the 

meaning of SLOT as “So-
lution, leadership, op-
portunity and technol-
ogy. These are the four 
principles that drive our 
existence.”

For him leadership 
was about understand-
ing oneself. “You need to 
create an environment 
to continue to learn, 
while at the same time 
you must identify the 
unique opportunities 
you hope to solve with 
technology.”

Also speaking at the 
event, Dennis Okoro, 
director, MTN Founda-
tion told the recipient of 
the scholarship awards 
to see it as a rare oppor-
tunity that must be well 
utilized.

“Now that you have 
all gained and have been 
empowered, it is essen-
tial that you show your-
selves as worthy ambas-
sadors of the programme. 
Feel free to exhibit your 
creativity positively and 
contribute your quota to 
the development of the 
country.” Okoro said.

fRanK eLeanya
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I
n its determination 
to ensure that every 
graduate passing 
out from Abia State 
University acquires 

one or two skills, the 
Vice Chancellor, Uche 
E. Ikonne has flagged-off 
training in the Univer-
sity’s Entrepreneural 
Centre.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, Ikonne said that the 
ceremony for the formal 
take-off of the entrepre-
neurial programme of 
the University is under 
the auspices of the Busi-
ness Resource Centre, 
Entrepreneur.

He disclosed that the 
vocational and entre-
preneurial skills pro-

gramme was in line 
with the present ad-
ministration’s resolve to 
ensure that graduates 
of the University were 
equipped with requisite 
skills and competences 
that would make them 
to effectively contribute 
and excel in the 21st Cen-
tury competitive world.

The VC also stated 
that the programme con-
formed with the Abia 
State’s government Edu-
cation for Employment 
as well as the National 
University Commission 
(NUC’s) directive that 
entrepreneurial studies 
be made a compulsory 
course of study for all 
undergraduates of Nige-
rian Universities.

He said that the pro-
gramme was predicated 

ABSU flags off skills acquisition 
training for students
UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA.

O
ladele Itiola, 
rector, Mos-
hood Abiola 
Polytechnic, 

Abeokuta (MAPOLY), 
has tasked Nigerian 
youths on national de-
velopment especially 
at this trying period 
of economic recession, 
saying that the crop 
of youths nowadays 
should concentrate 
more on any effort that 
can add value and con-

tribute greatly to socio-
economic growth and 
development. 

The Re ctor,  who 
spoke shortly after Ma-
triculation Oath was 
conducted on new 2,850 
students who were ad-
mitted for 2016/2017 
academic session at 
OGD Hall in Abeokuta 
last Thursday, request-
ed the new intakes, in 
particular, and Nige-
rian youths at large to 
emulate some National 
Diploma students of the 
institution that invent-

Rector tasks youths on national development 
as MAPOLY matriculates 2,850 
RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 

ed fueless generators, 
electronic ballot box-
es, solar power street 
lights and tricycles for 
the aspiring economic 
growth and develop-
ment.

Itiola urged the ma-
triculated students and 
the entire Nigerian 
youths to be prepared 
to contribute their quo-
ta through knowledge 
to lift the nation out of 
current economic chal-
lenges, adding: ”You 
have enrolled into a 
tertiary institution at a 

on the philosophy of one 
student, two skills in line 
with the university’s 
goal of equipping its stu-
dents with vocational 
and entrepreneurial 
skills that would en-
able them to excel in the 
competitive world.

“When you acquire 
these skills, you will de-
velop the passion, exper-
tise and competence to 
excel in different voca-
tions. You will become 
job creators and produc-
tive members of society. 
Mostly importantly, you 
will make your life and 
lives of others better and 
realise your dreams for 
a better tomorrow,” the 
VC advised.

Sam Agu, director, 
Business Resource Cen-
tre, ABSU, said for ef-

time our dear country 
is in dire need of appro-
priate human capital 
to help her out of the 
global economic chal-
lenges.

“We value not only 
your academic achieve-
ments and potentials 
but also look forward 
to the character traits, 
skills and competence 
that will make us be 
proud of you as men-
tors and parents. Your 
colleagues, who were 
here before you, have 
laid credence to our 

R-L: Tunde Lawanson, manager, marketing services, FBN Holdings; Anthony Osae-Brown, editor,  BusinessDay Newspaper; Funmilayo Falola,
Ag head, internal communications, First Bank; Babatunde Lasaki, head, media & external relations, First Bank; Zebulon Agomuo, editor, BDSUNDAY, 
and Deola Ajewole, advert manager, BusinessDay Media during a visit by FirstBank Group to BusinessDAY head office “The Brook”, in Lagos.  
           Pic by Francis Abiagam.

fective implementation 
of the programme, the 
University had engaged 
four local and one for-
eign Resource Partners 
that would drive the 
vocational aspect of the 
programme.

The partners, ac-
cording to him, are Aba 
Business Products Ltd., 
EMLOG Technologies, 
Kudos Engineering and 
Construction Ltd., Mac-
james Global Resources 
Ltd while the foreign 
partner is Education 
Training and Project 
Management (ETPM).

Agu informed the 
students that the Cen-
tre had designed a form 
outline from which 
they would choose and 
register courses of their 
choice.

Egba partners Globacom to 
re-ignite Nigeria’s agenda on 
investment in agriculture 

F
o u r  r e g i o n s 
of  Egba la n d , 
namely, Egba 
A l a k e ,  E g b a 

Oke-Ona, Egba Gba-
gura and Egba Owu 
that make up Abeoku-
ta, the capital of Ogun 
State, have resolved 
to go back to farm as a 
means of fighting pov-
erty and the present 
economic recession as 
Globacom pilots them 
towards self-reliance 
on agriculture. 

The Egba p e ople, 
who unarguably in-
vented modern-day 
Ofada rice, were urged 
by their paramount 
ruler at  the b egin-
ning of 2017 Lisabi 
Day celebration being 
sponsored by the tel-
cos giant - Globacom, 
to fight poverty and 
unemployment with 
agriculture as it was 
practised by their fore-
bears, saying it was 
high time food suffi-
ciency was ensured in 
the land. 

Speaking at a Press 
Conference held in 
Abeokuta to herald 
2017 Lisabi Day, Oba 
Ade dotun Gbadeb o 
said that Nigeria and 
Nigerians could only 
fight poverty and un-
employment through 
investment and prac-
tice of Agriculture, add-
ing that Agriculture is 
the surest way for Ni-
geria out of the current 
economic recession.  

While dis closing 
that  Duro Odebunmi 
from the Gbagura sec-
tion of Egbaland will 
be 2017 Lisabi Hero of 

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta              the Year for the event 
tagged, ‘Self reliance 
through agriculture for 
a secured future’, the 
Paramount ruler said: 
“We are just emphasis-
ing what had been said 
many times before. 

“We should be able 
to feed ourselves. We 
should examine why 
we prefer exotic rice 
to our own Ofada rice. 
We are calling on our 
people to go back to the 
land by embracing ag-
riculture. They should 
do poultry, fisheries, 
snaillery and so on as 
agriculture is our forte 
in Nigeria,” Gbadebo 
said.

The monarch how-
ever, commended Glo-
bacom for providing 
robust support for pres-
ervation of culture in 
the country, adding: 
“Glo is number one in 
culture and support 
for the people. The 
company pioneered 
per second billing and 
others followed. We 
are looking forward to 
the sale of Lisabi special 
SIM cards”.

Yomi Ogunbamo-
wo, Globacom national 
commercial coordina-
tor, noted that Globa-
com is the proud spon-
sored and also proud 
to be associated with 
Egbaland as part of ef-
fort to preserve Nigeria 
cultural heritages.

He also commended 
the theme of the fes-
tival, describing it as 
germane, adding that it 
is a veritable means of 
revamping the econo-
my and taming the un-
employment monster 
if properly harnessed.

exploits in national de-
velopment, in such ar-
eas as communication, 
engineering, business 
management and sci-
ences,” the Rector said.

While speaking on 
proposed upgrading 
of Mosho o d Abiola 
Polytechnic (MAPO-
LY) to Moshood Abi-
ola University of Sci-
ence and Technology 
(MAUSTECH), the Rec-
tor stated that the up-
grading was underway 
as their efforts were in 
top gear, saying: “I am 

sure you are aware that 
Ogun State House of 
Assembly has approved 
the upgrading, but up-
grading is a process. I 
can assure you that the 
upgrading is in process 
and we will brief you 
appropriately.”

He however, advised 
the newly-admitted 
students to be focused, 
committed and ensure 
discipline at all times, 
stressing that it is the 
only way they could 
graduated in flying co-
lours.
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Abia indigenes excited as Ikpeazu begins 
rehabilitation of Ngwa road, environs

R
e s i d e n t s  o f 
Ngwa road Aba 
and its environs 
have heaved a 

sigh of relief, following 
the commencement of 
work on the rehabilita-
tion of roads in the area, 
aimed at opening up the 
strategic, but  neglected 
area of Aba, the com-
mercial hub of Abia State.

It is estimated that 
about 40 percent of Aba 
residents live at Ngwa 
Road; however, the area 
lacked basic amenities 
and good sanitation. 
Consequently, the atten-
tion the new administra-
tion in Abia is paying to 
the area, would enhance 
the living condition of 
the people of the area.

The State Govern-
ment is currently build-
ing a cluster of  five roads 
in the area, of which 
when completed would 
not only decongest the 
Aba city centre, but 
would also  increase 
commercial activities in 
the area, which hosts 
micro small and medium 
entrepreneurs engaged 
in the production of box-
er shots, shirts and ladies 
gowns.

This is as the area 
also hosts three major 

markets, namely, Nkwo 
Ngwa, Ahia Ohuru and 
Eziukwu road market.

Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu, who decried the 
state of roads in the area, 
promised to continue 
to work to improve the 
quality of life of the peo-
ple of the state.

Ikpeazu, while on in-
spection of the ongoing 
road projects in the area 
on Monday, apologised 
to residents of Ngwa 
Road and environs for 
the neglect, the area has 
suffered under previous 
administrations in the 
state.

The Governor ob-
served that nobody has 
remembered residents 
of the area for years 
and promised that the 
present administration 
in the State, would re-
write history, by provid-
ing infrastructure in the 
area.

The roads, when com-
pleted would enhance 
trade and commerce in 
the area. Ngwa Road and 
its environs, houses a 
cluster of micro, small 
and medium entrepre-
neurs engaged in the pro-
duction of boxer shots, 
shirts and ladies gowns.

To aid the activities of 
these artisans and im-
prove the lives of the resi-

dents, the State Govern-
ment has commenced 
the construction of 5 
clusters of roads in the 
area, namely Ibere, 
Aghalandu, Victoria, 
Ibadan streets. Four 
more roads in the area 
will also follow imme-
diately according to the 
governor.

In Ikpeazu’s words, 
“For the past 60 years 
nobody remembered 
people living in that 
area. And one Satur-
day afternoon, I was 
led in the spirit to pay 
an unscheduled visit to 
the area and what I saw 
brought tears to my eyes 
and we decided to do 5 
roads and we are going 
into another four. Those 
roads are going to be 
completed with cement 
pavement technology 
and street lights.

“You can see also that 
there are a lot of indus-
trial activities going on 
in that area. By the way, 
I want to apologise to 
people living in Ngwa 
Road that previous Gov-
ernments were not able 
to do their roads before 
now and we thank God 
that he has placed it in 
our hearts to go there 
and we are determined 
to finish those roads the 
best we can.”

Why most agric projects 
fail in Nigeria - Experts

A 
S e n i o r 
Res earch 
Fellow at 
I n t e r n a -
tional Food 

Policy Research Insti-
tute, Tewodaj Mogues 
and Tolulope Olofin-
biyi, a PhD candidate at 
Tufts University Boston 
Massachusetts have 
said that many agri-
cultural programmes 
and projects in Nigeria 
die before their expira-
tion dates due to the 
diverse interests and 
capabilities of the actors 
and institutions within 
and outside the agen-
cies responsible for the 
implementation of the 
projects.

The duo observed 
that many African 
countries have a large 
agricultural footprint 
but do not enjoy the 
full benefits due to un-

due influences from the 
stakeholders. 

Making the revela-
tion while delivering 
Nigerian Institute of 
Social and Economic Re-

search (NISER), Ibadan 
lecture in a paper titled 
‘Actors and institutions 
in agricultural public 
expenditure allocation 
and national food secu-

AkINremI FeyIsIpo

oCCImA president commends 
okorocha’s achievement 
on road infrastructure

T
he President of 
Owerri Cham-
b er of  Com-
merce, Industry 

Mines and Agriculture 
(OCCIMA), Igwe Nna-

dumije Christian (PhD), 
has lauded the achieve-
ments of the Governor of 
Imo State, Rochas Okoro-
cha on road network in 
Owerri Metropolis.

The President said 
that he was thrilled by 
the effort of the gover-

nor in making Owerri 
accessible.

The OCCIMA boss, 
who spoke exclusively 
to our correspondent, 
stated that Governor 
Okorocha is gradually 
coming to what he had 
already promised the 
people of Imo State in 
his early electioneering 
campaign, pointing out 
that the subway passage 
in the major road is a 
welcome development.

“I am optimistic that 
Okorocha, if given a 
higher task in future 
will perform credibly,” 
he said.

“Taking a look at Ow-
erri, personally, I am 
impressed with the ac-
tivities of the governor 
in fast-tracking the de-
velopment in the state 
and I have evaluated his 
achievements and have 
given him a bold pass 
mark,” OCCIMA presi-
dent said.

Meanwhile, he has 
advised that industry, 
commerce, mines and 
agriculture should also 
be visited by the gov-
ernor just like he has 
achieved success on road 
networks in the state.

sABy eLemBA, owerri
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Tewodaj Mogues

GoDFrey oFUrUm, Aba  

rity: Evidence from sub-
national jurisdictions in 
Nigeria’, said that undue 
influence from chief 
executives affect the 
implementation of most 
projects in agric sector.

They maintained 
that the situation is the 
same in all the states 
across the federation 
citing the example of 
Cross River, Niger and 
Ondo whose budgetary 
allocations and imple-
mentation are largely 
depend on the so called 
key actors and institu-
tions. 

Many countries in 
Africa have a large ag-
ricultural footprint, but 
do not enjoy the full 
benefits that the sector 
offers to improve citi-
zen’s welfare and drive 
economic growth. 

“Policy makers in 
many African coun-
tries continue to under-
invest in those types 
of agricultural public 

goods and services that 
have well-known, high 
payoffs to the rural poor.

“Budgetary alloca-
tions are outcomes of 
political choices among 
a variety of public actors 
with diverse interests 
and capability-negoti-
ation budgets within 
specific political-insti-
tutional contexts. 

“Sub-national chief 
executives have an out-
sized influence on how 
much state and local 
level budgetary atten-
tion agriculture receives 
and which agricultural 
investments are priori-
tised. Other key factors 
that could be expected 
to play a role in resource 
allocation, for example, 
the commissioners of 
agriculture at the state 
level, the Director of 
Agriculture at the local 
government level and 
the legislative councils 
at both levels are de 
facto marginal players.” 

According to them, 
“Policy makers often 
view the political re-
turns to public invest-
ments as being as im-
portant, if not more 
important.” 

T h e  re s e a rc h e r s 
called on governments 
at all levels to find ways 
of reducing the influ-
ences of the so-called 
actors including poli-
ticians to the barest 
minimum even though 
the budgetary alloca-
tions in Nigeria, Fed-
eral, States and Local 
Governments are low 
compared to what is 
obtainable in other de-
veloping countries in 
Africa. 

They then recom-
mended that in order 
to put a stop to these ab-
normalities, the Federal 
Government should 
ensure thorough coor-
dination of agricultural 
policies from the top 
downwards. 

Igwe Nnadumije
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Peterside sees economic benefits 
in NIMASA-Customs partnership

T
he Director-
G e n e ra l  o f 
the Nigerian 
Maritime Ad-
ministration 

and Safety Agency (NI-
MASA), Dakuku Peter-
side, has said that the 
partnership between 
the Agency and the Ni-
gerian Customs Service 
(NCS) would bring the 
desired growth and de-
velopment to the Nige-
rian maritime industry 
in particular, and to the 
Nigerian economy in 
general. 

A statement by Isi-
chei Osamgbi, head, 
Corporate Communi-
cations of NIMASA, 
a copy of which was 
m a d e  ava i l ab l e  t o 
BDSUNDAY, said Pe-
terside made the ob-
servation when he led 
NIMASA top manage-
ment on a courtesy visit 
to the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the Nigerian 
Customs Service (NCS) 
Hameed Ali, a retired 
colonel, at the Customs 

Headquarters in Abuja, 
recently, where he de-
scribed both leadership 
of the two agencies as 
sticklers for transpar-
ency while doing things 
that will serve the best 
interest of the country.

“The Nigerian Cus-
toms and NIMASA are 
both working to accom-
plish one purpose, which 
is to facilitate trade to our 
country, enhance the 
revenue of government 
and ensure that those 
who do business with 
us respect the laws of 
our land and that ulti-
mately they don’t take 
advantage of our people. 
As we are all working 
towards a common pur-
pose, this even becomes 
more glaring with the 
new leadership of our 
both agencies,” the DG 
said.   

Peterside was also 
quoted to have informed 
the Customs Service boss 
that NIMASA has start-
ed a process of restruc-
turing and repositioning 

for the good of the sec-
tor in order to make it 
more business friendly, 
thereby attracting more 
investors to the country.

“In NIMASA, there is 

a new wave of change in 
the same direction with 
the Customs. We are 
focused on delivering 
on our mandate to pro-
mote the participation 

of indigenous people in 
shipping in our coun-
try, give every Nigerian 
an opportunity and as 
well as ensure that our 
waterways are safe for 

business to thrive. In 
the course of doing our 
work, we have realised 
that it is inevitable that 
we must work with the 
Customs, that is the ma-
jor reason for the visit”, 
he said.

According to the 
statement, the proposed 
areas of partnership are 
Nigerian Integrated Cus-
toms Information Sys-
tem (NICIS), the National 
Single Window Project 
and Maritime Security, 
all geared towards en-
hancing productivity in 
the sector, transparency, 
plugging revenue leak-
ages and ensuring mari-
time security among 
others.

Hammed Ali, comp-
troller general of the 
Nigerian Customs Ser-
vice, in his response, 
expressed the optimism 
that the renewed part-
nership between both 
organs of government 
would bring about the 
growth of the sector and 
the economy as a whole.

Dakuku Peterside, director-general, Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), presenting 
a plaque to Hameed Ali, comptroller-general, Nigerian Customs Service (NSC), during a courtesy visit by top 
management staff of the Agency to the headquarters of the NCS in Abuja. 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, 

IPU calls for urgent action to stave 
off spread of famine in Africa 

T
he Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union 
(IPU) is extremely 
concerned about 

the spreading famine in 
the Horn of Africa and 
North-Eastern Nigeria.

Famine has been de-
clared in parts of South 
Sudan, affecting over 
100,000 people. The 
United Nations (UN) has 
warned that it is likely to 
spread to Yemen, Soma-
lia and Nigeria.

The IPU is joining the 
international commu-

More revelations as Apostle Suleiman receives 
solidarity, award from Niger Delta bishops

M
o r e  i n -
sights have 
e m e r g e d 
into what 

transpired when Nige-
ria’s controversial cleric 
and Senior Pastor of 
Omega Fire Ministry, 
Apostle Johnson Sulei-
man, finally answered 
the invitation by the 
Directorate of State Se-
curity (DSS).

This is as groups have 
continued to pay solidar-
ity visits and homage to 
the apostle over his de-
tention and release. One 
of the groups that just 
visited, the Niger Delta 
Bishops and Ministers 
Forum (NDBMF), went 
ahead to give an award 
to Suleiman for his de-
fence of Christianity and 
stand for the entire body 
of Christ.

During the visit on 
Wednesday, the Senior 
Pastor rep eate d his 
message that the DSS 
was friendly and pro-
fessional with him. He, 
however, hinted that 
they demanded that he 
withdraw his statement 
for Christians to kill 
herdsmen.

Suleiman was in a 
video asking Christians 
to kill herdsmen should 

they be found near his 
church. This was inter-
preted by security agen-
cies as a security breach 
which could trigger pub-
lic chaos.

According to a source 
close to the 29-man del-
egation from Port Har-
court, the cleric said he 
replied that if the word 
‘kill’ sounded too harsh, 
he was sorry, but that he 
insisted that Christians 
should defend them-
selves.

“He also assured us 
that this is not the sea-
son for martyrdom and 
therefore all Christians 
should watch and pray,” 
said the source.

It was also gathered 
that the security agen-
cies may have continued 
the arrest of pastors qui-
etly. Suleiman disclosed 
to his guests that he has 
been twice to the se-

curity agencies freeing 
arrested pastors since his 
meeting with the DSS. 
The pastors, he said, are 
not from his ministry 
but he intervened be-
cause he was standing 
for the body of Christ.

Suleiman was said to 
have expressed pain at 
the resumption of killing 
of Christians in Kaduna, 
saying he sent men to 
retrieve the bodies for 
decent burial but they 
were allegedly stoned by 
the suspected killers and 
prevented from such a 
mission.

He was said to have 
appreciated the award 
and honour given him 
and thanked the presi-
dent of the NDBMF, His 
Eminence, Bishop Julius 
Ediwe.

An insider, Joy Aza-
ka, who regards the 
apostle as her mentor 
and spiritual father, told 
BDSUNDAY that she 
raised alarm when the 
hunt for the cleric began 
just to form a coalition 
for prayers and defence.

Azaka of the Over-
comers Christian Centre 
in Port Harcourt said 
it was Suleiman who 
stopped them from start-
ing mass protests, asking 
for calm while the mat-
ter lasted.

In a two-page speech 

IgNATIUS CHUKWU

Apostle Suleiman

the people.
“Once again, the in-

ternational community 
has to come together 
to prevent the famine 
from spreading any fur-
ther and avoid more 
deaths from what are 
essentially man-made 
c at a s t ro p h e s ,”  s a i d 
Chungong.

“Governments in the 
countries affected must 
resolve their conflicts 
and make it their priority 
to ensure that humani-
tarian aid reaches those 
who are most in need of 
it,” he urged.

Chungong is a mem-

nity in urging measures 
to ensure unimpeded 
access to humanitarian 
aid, especially for the 
most vulnerable.

Martin Chungong, 
IPU Secretary General, 
called for humanitarian 
aid to be allowed to reach 

ber of the Lead Group of 
Scale Up Nutrition (SUN), 
set up to respond to the 
crisis of malnutrition.

According to the state-
ment seen by BDSUN-
DAY, SUN’s mission is to 
eliminate malnutrition 
by 2030.

Famine puts life in jeopardy

read by the general sec-
retary of bishops, John 
Peters, the Forum said 
it was an organization 
of credible clerics that 
advocated for the unity 
and progress of Nigeria 
but defiantly defends 
Christianity and the Ni-
ger Delta region through 
prayers.

The Forum said it 
now wanted to publicly 
and genuinely show its 
support for, and alliance 
with, Suleiman for the 
defence of the truth and 
the faith.

“We have visited the 
Abuja Central Mosque 
and discussed the im-
portance of respect for 
each other’s faith at the 
height of the Boko Ha-
ram crisis,” Peters said in 
the speech.

“The peace tour also 
led us to Kaduna State 
where we sat down 
with the Sheikh Mam-
mud Abubakar, Sheikh 
Dairus Bauchi and other 
top Muslim clerics to dis-
cuss and express our dis-
pleasure over the sense-
less killing of Christians 
in the North. We have 
visited most governors 
in the Niger Delta states 
to discuss the wellbeing 
of our region and also 
extend our visit to other 
state governors in Nige-
ria,” he said.



News 

ABSU inducts 56 Optometry doctors

A
bia State Uni-
versity, Uturu, 
has inducted 
56 optometry 

doctors of the 2015/2016 
Batch during the 22nd 
Induction ceremony 
held at the University 
Auditorium. Uche E. 
Ikonne, vice chancellor 
of ABSU, in his speech 
during the ceremony 
charged the graduating 
students to keep the flag 
of the institution flying 
by being good ambas-
sadors, adding that Abia 
State University was 
the pioneer Institution 
in the country to offer 

Optometry course.
The Vice Chancellor, 

who was represented by 
Iheanyichukwu Elekwa, 
deputy vice chancellor, 
noted that Optometry 
Department had pro-
duced men of excellence 
who had made mark in 
every aspect of human 
endeavour.

“You have toiled for 
the past six years and 
today is the end of the 
journey. You have sown 
and today you are reap-
ing,” said the VC.

O.C Ahuama, dean of 
Faculty of Health Sci-
ences, in his speech con-
gratulated the inductees 
while reminding them 
that a profession like op-

tometry was a calling 
which required knowl-
edge, long and intensive 
academic preparation 
which he noted that in-
ductees had undergone 
for the past years.

Ahuama advis e d 
them to have compas-
sion on their patients’ 
problems, engage in 
multi professional ap-
proach when neces-
sary in patients care and 
avoid optometric error 
and malpractice.

O.O. Amaechi, head 
of Department of Op-
tometry, in her speech 
advised the inductees 
to be truthful in all their 
endeavours and beware 
of short-cuts and sharp 
practices that could only 
lead to eventual failure.

Swearing in the in-
ductees, E.B. Uzodike, 
Registrar of Optome-
try Doctors Registra-
tion Board of Nigeria 
(ODORBN), charged the 
graduands not to go to 
non-accredited eye clin-
ics for their 12-month 
internship as failure to 
adhere strictly to that 
would lead to repetition.

Group honours Bodes for 
youth empowerment efforts

T
he Northern 
Youth Coun-
cil of Nige-
ria  (NYCN) 
has given an 

award of excellence to 
Usman Sali Bodes, a re-
tired commodore and 
chief executive officer 
of Zarewa Aluminum & 
Plastics Ltd, in recogni-
tion of his “undying pas-
sion toward education, 
youth empowerment 
and societal transforma-
tion.”

Speaking at the event 
held in Kaduna State, 
Yusuf Amoke, vice presi-
dent administration, of 
the group said the organ-
isation found Commo-
dore Bodes worthy and 
deserving of the honour.

According to Amoke, 
the award is for a person 
who has served human-
ity and who has through 
his resources touched 
other people’s lives in 
positive ways.

“The award is more of 
encouragement for him 
to do more. It is pure-
ly on merit. So many 
people were nominated 
before he was picked. 
Our delegates came from 
Benue, Kwara, Soko-
to, Kebbi, Kaduna and 
other northern states. 
We looked at the busi-

nesses the individual 
has done or is doing; how 
such ventures have posi-
tively impacted the lives 
of people. We look at his 
contributions to society, 
etc. It is not an award that 
is bought with money; 
it is purely on merit,” 
Amoke said.

In his remarks while 
receiving the award, 
Bodes, who also is the 
Adamawa State Focal 

Person for the Federal 
Government’s Social In-
vestment Programme, 
said the recognition was 
a challenge to him, add-
ing that the group took 
him by surprise.

“What the award 
means to me is that 
whatever you are doing 
in life, do it very well 
because there are people 
watching you. I never 
knew some people were 

watching all that I have 
been doing. They took 
me by surprise. I know I 
have been able to do one 
or two things to assist 
my people. The group 
said the award is for my 
moderate contributions 
to the development of 
my community and 
the youth. While in the 
service, I worked un-
blemish and rose to the 
rank of a One Star Gen-
eral. I established institu-
tions that today employ 
a number of people. I 
thank the group for the 
recognition,” Commo-
dore Bodes said.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
BDSUNDAY on the 
social investment pro-
gramme of the Federal 
Government, Bodes said 
it was introduced to em-
power the youth, wom-
en and other vulnerable 
groups in society. 

He also explained that 
the programme was cen-
tered on two categories.

According to him, 
there is the teacher’s 
volunteer corps, which 
focuses primarily on ed-
ucation; the Agricultural 
extension, public health 
and community educa-
tion as well as training 
and knowledge empow-
erment.

Usman Sali Bodes (l), a retired commodore and CEO,  Zarewa Aluminum 
& Plastics Ltd, receiving award of excellence from Northern Youth Council 
of Nigeria.

Delta dedicates 6 special 
courts for kidnap cases

G
overnor Ifeanyi 
Okowa of Delta 
State has dis-
closed that six 

special courts have been 
dedicated for abduction 
cases in the state for 
speedy trial of kidnap-
pers.

Okowa made the dis-
closure when the Assis-
tant Inspector General 
of Police (AIG), Zone 5, 
Adamu Abubakar, paid 
him a familiarisation 
visit in Asaba.

“We are aware that all 
over the country today, 
the issue of kidnapping 
is becoming a challenge; 
there is no doubt that in 
this state, we are tackling 
the challenge”, he said.

“A lot of kidnappers 
have been arrested and I 
have been informed that 
six special courts have 
been created by the Chief 
Judge to try kidnappers 
who have been arrested,” 
he further said, adding 

that “such was done to 
ensure a speedy trial be-
cause we have a robust 
law to deal with issues 
that concern kidnapping 
and those who assists 
them.”

On the issue of herds-
men menace, Okowa ob-
served that it was a na-
tional challenge that re-
quires national solution, 
noting that the police was 
doing a lot in checking 
criminal activities in the 
state.

While assuring that 
his administration would 
continue to support the 

police and other secu-
rity agencies in the state, 
Okowa reiterated that 
“for effective check on 
criminal activities, it is 
important for the govern-
ment to have good rela-
tionship with the Police 
which we are doing.”

He also used the oc-
casion to state that his 
administration was on 
the verge to proffer last-
ing solution to the Ogbe-
Ijaw/Aladja communal 
crisis that has lasted for 
years.

The AIG, who was ac-
companied by top police 
officers, told the governor 
that he was on familia-
risation tour of the state, 
observing that Governor 
Okowa’s reputation of as-
sisting the police to carry 
out their functions was 
legendary. He however, 
appealed for structures to 
be erected for the police 
at the buffer zone in the 
Aladja/Ogbe-Ijaw com-
munities to ensure that 
the area is secured.

…Says herdsmen issue requires national solution

Southern governors’ wives 
to embark on child/women 
empowerment programmes

T
he Southern Ni-
geria Governors’ 
Wives Forum 
has pledged to 

vigorously pursue pro-
grammes and activities 
that will enhance and 
cater for the physical, 
spiritual, emotional and 
moral needs of the girl-
child and women.

The group made the 
pledge in Umuahia, Abia 
State capital at the end of 
its 4th quarterly meet-
ing, recently.

In a 12-paragraph 
Communiqué signed by 
Nkechi Rochas Okoro-
c h a  a n d  O l u f u n s o 
Amosun, chairperson 
and secretary, respec-
tively, SGWF said it 
would also encourage 
and support women to 
get involved in com-
munity services and 
development

T h at  t h e  S G W F 
would initiate enlight-
enment and advocacy 
programmes that would 
encourage children to 
develop along the lines 
of their natural talents 
and abilities.

T h at  t h e  S G W F 
frowned at and con-
demned the maltreat-
ment of widows which 
came in various guises.

It also said it would 
be in the vanguard of 
attitudinal change cam-
paigns so as to eschew 
unbridled and wicked 
rumours and the nega-
tive practice of women 
engaged in pulling down 
fellow women.

The forum also said 
it would encourage 
women to engage their 
children in sex educa-
tion and facts of life as 
a way of discouraging 
promiscuity and the 
ugly incidence of teen-
age pregnancy.

It also added that, 
through seminars and 
symposia, the SGWF 
would encourage wom-
en to do regular medical 
check-ups and adopt 
practices that would 
particularly detect the 
early stages of breast 
cancer, ovarian cancer 
and cervical cancer, be-
cause early detection 
saves lives.

The group further 
resolved to make impact 
in every host state by 
sponsoring a project/
programme.

 It said the forum 
empowered 300 indi-
gent women of Abia 
origin with materials 
and equipment to help 
them start small busi-
nesses and become self 
reliant.

Mercy enOch, Asaba

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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Ifeanyi Okowa, Governor, Delta 
State

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Optometry doctors

…as recipient pledges to impact more lives
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I
n Delta State, the message is “go 
into the hinterland, find the very 
sick, the elderly, and the handi-
capped to be given a stipend of 
N5,000 monthly via one of the 

Federal Government’s social invest-
ment programmes- Cash Transfer”.

The Cash Transfer  Programme, 
introduced by President Muhammadu 
Buhari administration has come under 
huge criticism as some critics see it as 
too paltry while others see it as a pro-
gramme that indirectly targets to ben-
efit friends and relations of politicians, 
especially those of the party in power.

However, Shimite Belo, executive 
secretary of the Delta State Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises De-
velopment Agency (DEMSMA), who 
has continued the routine town hall 
meetings of the agency with stake-
holders in the 25 local government 
areas of the state, has warned Deltans 
who think that the programme was 
for the healthy to think otherwise. 
According to her, the programme is 
for the unhealthy old people, the sick 
and handicapped that cannot afford 
to make a living. “We are using the 
poverty map that was done by World 
Bank in 2014”, she said.

This was as she continued her mes-
sage on knowledge-based certificate 
which she called sabificate, saying the 
agency is all out to empower those 
who have potentials to succeed in their 
various enterprises, whether they had 
certificate or not. Delta State, she said, 
floats under the Sab Agenda, thus she 
enlightened them on the state’s micro 
credit office which puts money in the 
hands of Deltans who have potentials 
as well as the Federal Government’s 
Social Investment Programmes that 
included the Home-Grown School 
Feeding, the N-Power, the Cash Trans-
fer and the Government Employment 
Generation Programme (GEEP).

Belo, who spoke during a three-hour 
interaction with enthusiastic stake-
holders who gathered at the secretariat 
of the Sapele Local Government Area 
of the state, Tuesday, Februay 21, ap-

FG’s cash transfer programme:
Belo combs Delta for the critically ill, elderly

pealed to them to put into practice 
what they learnt in churches.  She told 
them that to search for the unhealthy 
old people, the sick and the handi-
capped is a ministry and they must 
take advantage of the programme to 
showcase their love for the depressed 
and abandoned in the society. That, 
she explained, is the true Christianity.

“The Cash Transfer Programme is 
for old people who are 70 years and 
above. When you want to choose, 
you are not supposed to chose those 
healthy 70 years old because the 
money is N5,000 monthly for the next 
two years. 

She said: “Those old people you will 
give N5,000 and they will be angry at 
you, this money is not for them. The 
money is for those who when you 
give it to them, they would hold your 
wrapper and pray for you. They are 

the people. That is a ministry. There 
are people who would be surprised at 
N2,000 gift; they are the kind of people 
meant for this programme. Please, let 
us locate those ones and bring them to 
the government.”

Continuing, she said: “There are old 
people that live on the grace of their 
friend’s children, their own children 
have even forgotten them and gone 
abroad leaving the old man or woman 
in the village with neither food nor 
clothes. Those ones that look like they 
are abandoned and would always be 
grateful that they are given N5,000 
per month.”

“The second set of people are the 
sick people. The types of sicknesses 
we are talking about are those that 
affect the person’s ability to work 
not because he or she cannot work. 
It is not a malaria kind of sickness 
but such acute sicknesses that make 
one unable to work; such sicknesses 
like leprosy, elephantiasis etc. Such 
people that the sicknesses in their 
bodies are preventing from working, 
it is your duty as children of God to 
locate them and bring them to the 
LG chairman.”

She went on, “Those with physi-
cal handicaps are the third group of 
people. That somebody is sitting on a 
wheelchair does not mean he or she is 
handicapped. There are some people 
who are on wheelchair but they make 
more money than those who are not 
on wheelchair. They are not the kind 
of handicapped people we are talking 
about. We are talking of the handicap 
that has made someone unable to feed 
himself. If you find such people and 
you don’t bring them to the LG chair-
man, God will judge you!”

She went on to say that most of 
such people who deserve the stipend 
could hardly make it to the town hall 
meeting to hear things for themselves. 
Therefore, they have no access to 
information directly except someone 
fishes them out and bring them to 
benefit. “Most of those people are too 
old to be here. They are too sick to be 
here. They are too handicapped to be 
here. So, they need you to help them.”

About four commercial banks are 

used in the social investment pro-
gramme and Belo said that in Cash 
Transfer, the agency is working with 
the FCMB to ensure the money gets to 
the hands of the beneficiaries. Unlike 
in other programmes where the ben-
eficiaries are made to go to the bank 
to open account, FCMB will never 
ask the beneficiaries of the stipend to 
come to them and open their accounts. 
The bank would rather come to where 
they are and open the account for 
them and come anytime to dispense 
money to them.

She therefore, urged Deltans to be 
sensitive, saying, “We can’t be look-
ing for these people and you say you 
are going to church. This is a ministry 
itself, find them and bring them. Some 
of them may be blind, dumb and de-
pressed etc.”

Asking question, a representative 
of the elders in the state who had la-
mented how they had been meant to 
fill forms and open accounts but that 
it never saw the light of day. Belo re-
sponded that the proper order was that 
beneficiaries do not need to spend a 
kobo to open an account as the agency 
is now working with FCMB to ensure 
accounts are opened for beneficiaries 
with zero amounts.

The elder statesman thanked the 
Delta State Government for what it 
is doing for the elderly people who 
he said have no one to care for them 
except the state government.

Sapele Local Government Chair-
man, Ejaege Odebala, had in his wel-
come address stressed that the pro-
grammes were for the empowerment 
of the people of the state. According 
to him, the government despite the 
prevailing economic recession has 
ensured the loan gets to the citizens. 
He implored Deltans to take advantage 
of the opportunity to better their lives.

Enough time was given to partici-
pants at the town hall meeting to ask 
questions regarding the programmes 
they are interested in.  All the ques-
tions were equally answered by the 
agency’s boss who expressed delight 
that with the level of interaction the 
programmes would move to the next 
level.
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Shimite Belo, executive secretary of the Delta State 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Development 
Agency (DEMSMA)

…says n5,000 stipend not for everyone

FG sacks ncAA directors

T
he Federal Government 
through the Ministry of 
Transport, yesterday after-
noon approved the sack of 

all the directors in the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA) with im-
mediate effect.

In all, 10 directors were shown 
the exit by the Minister of State for 
Aviation, Sen. Hadi Sirika after the ap-
proval from the Federal Government.

The directors affected by the purge 
are Salawu Ozigi (Director of Finance 
and Accounts), Joyce Nkemakolam 
(Director of Aerodrome and Airspace 

Standards), Aba Ejembi (Director of 
Administration) and Emmanuel Ogun-
bami (Director of Licensing).

Others are Benedict Adeyileka 
(Director of Airworthiness), Justus 
Wariya (Director of Air Transport 
Regulation), Adamu Abdullahi (Direc-
tor of Consumer Protection), Ayodele 
Sasegbon (Director of General Avia-
tion and Austin-Amadi Ifeanyi (Direc-
tor of Human Resources).

The affected directors were im-
mediately ordered to handover to 
the next in command in their various 
directorates who will in the interim 
take charge of activities in their direc-
torates.

Sam Adurogboye, the General 
Manager, Public Affairs, NCAA, in a 
telephone conversation, confirmed 
the development, but declined to give 
more information.

He simply replied that he was aware 
of the sack of the directors, adding that 
they were all political appointees.

“It is true that all the directors have 
been disengaged, but I don’t have de-
tails of their disengagement,” he said.

It was learnt that Muhtar Usman, 
the Director-General of NCAA, had 
told the affected directors of their 
disengagements at a meeting he con-
vened yesterday’s afternoon at Avia-
tion House at the Murtala Muhammed 

IFeoMA oKeKe
Airport (MMA), Lagos, which came as 
a rude shock to many of them.

Some of the directors were still 
sighted on Thursday at the airport 
when the Acting President, Prof. Yemi 
Osinbajo paid an unscheduled visit to 
the facilities at the airport in Lagos. 
They toured the facilities together 
with Osinbajo.

It was gathered that when Usman 
conveyed the sack to the directors, 
they all wore sombre look as they 
weren’t expecting such news from 
the ministry.

With the sack of the directors, it’s 
only the DG, Capt. Muhtar Uman that 
remains in the saddle.

news



Release names of treasury 
looters now, lawyers urge FG

S
ome Nigerian lawyers 
and anti-c orruption 
campaigners have re-
newed the call for the 
President Muhammadu 

Buhari administration to fulfill 
its promise to publish names of 
those alleged looters of Nigeria’s 
treasury.

Recall that on May 14, 2016, 
while attending an anti-cor-
ruption summit in London, 
President Buhari had promised 
that what had been recovered 
so far in several currencies 
from ministries, departments 
and individuals would be made 
public on May 29, 2016, being 
Democracy Day.

Nigerians were, however, 
disappointed when May 29 fi-
nally came and the President re-
neged on his promise but passed 
the buck to the Information 
Minister, whom he said would 
make the details public soon.

Following public outcry, Lai 
Mohammed, Information Min-
ister, defended his principal 
by saying he had a right to say 
whatever pleased him.

“Yes, he initially said so (that 
he’ll give specific details about 
recovered loot), but he was ad-
vised against doing so for legal 
reasons,” he said.

No law to hide looters
But Olaniyi Arije, solicitor 

and consultant, Olaniyi Arije 
& Company, explained that the 
Nigerian law is so clear about 
somebody who has committed 
an offence. Whether the person 
is admitting or apologizing for 
such offence, the state has the 
power to prosecute and admin-
ister justice so as to serve as 
deterrent to others.

“My own perspective on 
the issue is that whoever has 
committed an offence against 
the state should be brought to 
book. You can’t say ‘somebody 
will be exposed’ when he or she 
is already exposed by admit-
ting to committing a crime and 
returning the looted funds. We 
wouldn’t even know how much 
the person stole; maybe that is 
just a part of it.

“From what I read, I don’t 
know whether it is true, the 
former NNPC’s boss had four 
saves and that three of it had 
been removed before the EFCC 
got there. I don’t know whether 
it is true because I am not in 
Nigeria at the moment. But if 
that is true, it means that EFCC 
has been able to locate just one 
out of four saves; and one save is 
containable of $10 million.

“So, if the people returning 
looted funds are not named, 
how do Nigerians know the 
exact amount being returned? 
How we know the real truth 
about the amount, since looters 
are not named? So, our support 
is that whoever is guilty of an 
offence should be sanctioned 
and be punished because we 
are talking about the wealth of 
millions of Nigerians,” he told 

BDSUNDAY from the US in a 
telephone chats.

According to him, the issue of 
naming those involved in loot-
ing the nation’s commonwealth 
is beyond the discretional ap-
proach of the FG alone, arguing 
that Nigerians, who are the suf-
ferers of decay infrastructure as 
consequence, have the right to 
know the individuals returning 
stolen money.

“There are countless acci-
dents on Nigerian roads because 
they are in bad condition; sev-
eral Nigerians can’t even have 
food on their table; some don’t 
even know what will happen 
to them in the next hour as a 
result acute hunger; you have 
Nigerians who have worked as-
siduously and government owe 
them several months salaries; 
if these monies were not looted 
there wouldn’t be anything like 
this; and yet, you don’t want 
Nigerians to know looted their 
treasure. There is no excuse for 
anyone; whoever is found to 
have stolen the nation’s money 
should be punished,” he la-
mented.      

Government’s account
Few days after the botched 

promise of the 2016 Democracy 
Day, while giving government’s 
report, Lai Mohammed dis-
closed that the cash recoveries 
made between May 29, 2015 

and May 25, 2016, including 
recoveries under interim forfei-
ture (cash and assets), was over 
N3.4 trillion; and that about 
N115 billion was being awaited 
from the Switzerland, United 
Kingdom, United Arab Emirates, 
and the United States.

He gave the breakdown of 
cash recovery within the period 
to include: N78, 325,354,631.82 
and varying sums in other cur-
rencies, namely, $185,119,584.61; 
3,508,355.46 Pounds, and 11, 250 
Euros from 29 May 2015 to 25 
May 2016, about N144.9 billion 
in total.

He explained that recoveries 
under interim forfeiture (cash 
and assets) during the period in-
cluded N126, 563,481,095.43 and 
the following amounts in other 
currencies: $9,090,243,920.15; 
2,484,447.55 Pounds Sterling, 
and 303,399.17 Euros, totaling 
about N3.3 trillion.

Funds waiting return from 
foreign jurisdictions he ex-
plained included $321,316,726.1; 
6,900,000 Pounds, and 11,826.11 
Euros.

The recovered funds and 
assets were listed under four 
broad categories, namely, cash 
recoveries; recoveries under 
interim forfeiture; funds await-
ing return from foreign jurisdic-
tions, and non-cash recoveries.

“About N39, 169,911,023.00 
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stated in the report to have 
recovered N5,500,000,000 and 
$5,500,000 in cash.

Approximately two weeks 
now, the Information Minister 
again informed Nigerians that 
the Federal Government has 
recovered another $151 million 
and N8 billion looted funds 
from three sources through its 
whistleblowing policy.

According to him, actionable 
information given by whistle-
blowers to the office of the Min-
ister of Justice and Attorney 
General of the Federation led 
to the recovery of the looted 
fund, which he explained do 
not include the $9.2 million 
cash recovered from Andrew 
Yakubu, a former Group Manag-
ing Director of the NNPC, also 
through whistleblower.

“The biggest amount of $136.7 
million was recovered from an 
account in a commercial bank, 
where the money was kept un-
der an apparently fake account 
name.This was followed by N7 
billion and 15 million dollars 
from another person and N1 
billion from yet another,” he 
said, without saying anything 
about the banks and names of 
the alleged looters.

So far, the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) led Federal Gov-
ernment have only succeeded 
in reeling out some figures of 
funds and assets it has recov-
ered, without presentation of 
documentary evidence showing 
how the monies were refunded 
and names of banks where the 
monies were illegally kept and 
names of the alleged looters 
kept away from the Nigerian 
public.

Debo Adeniran, executive 
chairman, Centre for Anti-Cor-
ruption and Open Leadership 
(CACOL), opined that the media 
should be blamed for not press-
ing government hard enough 
to get information out in public 
interest, saying that the media 
is best positioned to profit from 
the Freedom of Information Act.

“The media must continue 
to press for information until 
something happens. There is 
no law that says the name of 
looters should not be published, 
especially when the matter is in 
court. The media must take the 
government to task. If they fail 
to disclose information to any-
body about who these looters 
are, the media must force it out 
of them,” he told BDSUNDAY.   

Government needs money 
than justice

F.A. Bakare, a government 
lawyer with the Legal Aid 
Council (LAC), said government 
would have entered into certain 
condition that the identity of 
persons who volunteered to 
return money would not be dis-
close, since getting the monies 
back at a time like this is more 
important to the government 
than disclosing identity and en-
gaging in legal tussles that may 
not yield the desired outcome.

“What the State is interested 
in is the money. If the State is 
sure that the entire money at 
their disposal is returned it 
will be pleased to accept the 
condition of non-disclosure of 
identity. The State may also 
need a particular looter to se-
cure a conviction against other 
accomplices, the State may have 
to keep quite in respect of him,” 
he told BDSUNDAY.

were recovered through the 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), which also 
secured $128,494,076.66, £2,355 
and 11,250 Euros.

“ T h e  s u m s  o f  N 5 , 
6 6 5 , 3 0 5 , 5 2 7 . 4 1  a n d 
$8,000,000.00 were recovered 
from the on-going searchlight 
on the Office of the National 
Security Adviser (ONSA), while 
the loots recovered by the Inde-
pendent Corrupt Practices and 
Other Related Offences Com-
mission (ICPC) and lodged with 
CBN were N2, 632,196,271.71. 
N47.7 million, $1.94 million 
and £3.50 million in cash were 
recovered through the Depart-
ment of State Services (DSS),” 
he said.

The Minister’s report also 
showed that there were non-
cash recoveries (farmlands, 
plots of land, uncompleted 
buildings, completed buildings, 
vehicles and maritime vessels) 
a total of 239 items, but failed 
to capture estimated value in 
money of the assets.

Additionally, according to the 
report, cash recoveries involv-
ing royalty and tax payments 
to the federal government in JP 
Morgan account in New York 
was put at N4, 642,958,711.48, 
and $40,727,253.65.

The office of the Attorney-
General of the Federation was 

Yemi Osinbajo, acting president



As application for the 2017 Tony Elumelu Foundation Entrepreneurship 
Programme closes this week, CHUKS OLUIGBO looks back at the programme’s 
successes in its first two years and what the future holds.

Feature

T
his week, precisely at mid-
night WAT on Wednesday, 
March 1, the Tony Elumelu 
Foundation (TEF) will close 
applications for the 2017 

edition of its annual Entrepreneurship 
Programme, which has been adjudged 
Africa’s largest business incubator and 
which President Ernest Bai Koroma 
of Sierra Leone last year described as 
“a genuinely innovative approach to 
philanthropy in Africa”.

The application portal for the pro-
gramme opened January 1 and has 
been accepting submissions. Though 
it is difficult to say specifically how 
many applications have been received 
for now, there is no doubt that the 
number is going to be huge judging 
from past experience.

Since its inception in 2015, the Tony 
Elumelu Foundation Entrepreneur-
ship Programme has proved to be a 
game-changer as it has continued to 
gradually but consistently empower 
the next generation of Africapreneurs.

The programme is a $100-million, 
10-year project with a clear objective 
to identify 10,000 African start-ups 
and entrepreneurs with ideas that 
have the potential to succeed and pro-
vide them with business skills train-
ing, mentorship, seed capital funding, 
information and access to a vast net-
work of African entrepreneurs.

Annually, the Tony Elumelu Foun-
dation Entrepreneurship Programme 
plans to select 1,000 African entre-
preneurs to participate in a 12-week 
training programme in Lagos, where 
they will be mentored in a sort of 
entrepreneurial boot-camp and at 
the end, each selected entrepreneur 
receives $5,000 as seed capital to as-
sist them in developing their ideas 
and business plans and, in the process, 
create millions of jobs and revenue for 
the continent. It has successfully done 
this in its first two years and is poised 
to repeat the feat this year.

At its debut in 2015, over 20,000 
applications were received from 52 
African countries, out of which 1,000 
were selected. In 2016, it gathered 
momentum, recording over 45,000 
applicants out of which another set of 
1,000 entrepreneurs from 51 African 
countries were selected, bringing 
the total number of those who have 
benefitted from the programme so 
far to 2,000.

For Elumelu, Chairman, Heirs 
Holdings, Chairman, United Bank 
for Africa (UBA) Plc, and Founder, 
Tony Elumelu Foundation, the En-
trepreneurship Programme is an 
expression of his conviction that true 
philanthropy requires a disruptive 
mindset, innovative thinking and a 
philosophy driven by entrepreneurial 
insights and creative opportunities. 
As such, all his efforts are geared to-
wards ensuring “shared prosperity in 
African economic development and 
opportunity” by empowering young 
Africans to be self-sufficient.

“We aim to create 1 million new jobs 
and $10 billion in additional revenue 
for the continent by democratizing 
and institutionalizing the same ‘luck’ 
that I had as a young African; the same 
luck that led me to this moment,” Elu-
melu said in a keynote speech at the 
2016 annual Harvard International 
Development Conference (HIDC) in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

“Additionally, we are identifying 
and advocating for policy reforms to 
enable not just the Elumelu entrepre-
neurs but all African entrepreneurs 
with the will to succeed. This will 
eliminate a lot of the corruption or de-
pendency on political largesse to suc-
cessfully start and operate a business. 
And they are hungry for it,” he said.

With employment opportunities 
ever shrinking, and with govern-
ments and large corporates clearly 
lacking the capacity to provide em-
ployment for the millions of young 
Africans entering the job market 
every year, Elumelu sees empower-
ing “our youths on the continent to 
create their own jobs and take charge 
of their future by starting their own 
businesses” as imperative.

“Many of them are so talented and 
merely need a chance to take off. They 
are designing apparel and apps, educa-
tional models and agriculture supply 
chains, etc. But they are shut out of the 
formal economy by bureaucratic and 
regulatory obstacles, policy gaps and 
lack of access to capital, markets and 
training. I believe that Africa has the 
potential to produce 1,000 more UBAs, 
more MTNs, and even our own Steve 
Jobs through private sector invest-
ment,” he said.

Speaking on the success of the 
maiden edition of the programme, 
which she said exceeded expectations, 
Parminder Vir, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Tony Elumelu Foundation, 
told CNBC Africa in an interview, “If 
this was a feature film, it would be up 

for an Oscar – that’s how big the Tony 
Elumelu Foundation has become and 
how much it has touched and brought 
Africa together as a continent.”

Perhaps the most eloquent testi-
mony to the success of the annual 
Tony Elumelu Foundation Entrepre-
neurship Programme since its incep-
tion is the story of Momarr Mass Taal, 
CEO of Tropingo Foods, who, accord-
ing to Elumelu, has turned his first 
$5,000 seed capital received from the 
Foundation in 2015 into a $1.2 million 
revenue business.

But apart from Taal, there are no 
doubt many other successes from 
the programme – those whom the 
programme has had enormous posi-
tive impact on their businesses and 
careers as entrepreneurs – whose 
stories are yet to be told. A look at the 
programme’s website reveals several 
testimonies by past beneficiaries. Here 
are some of the testimonies:

“Tony Elumelu Foundation has 
empowered our commitment to put 
smiles on the faces of environmen-
tally responsible citizens by creating 
value from their everyday waste,” says 
Chioma U.

“The Tony Elumelu Foundation 
Entrepreneurship Programme has 
been wonderful for me. I have now 
acquired an office space, created 5 jobs 
and 2 employments & developed my 
company website and online gallery 
shop,” says Stephen I.

Runice C. says, “I am delighted to 
be a Tony Elumelu Entrepreneur. The 
Foundation’s support both financially 
and in recommendation has been 
instrumental. I am indebted to Tony 
Elumelu.”

“The seed capital has helped us to 
restore our production line. Much 
thanks to my hero, Mr Tony O. Elu-
melu, our great CEO, and to the great 
team at TEF for all the opportunities,” 
says Chinedu N.

And for James M., “My life has 

Tony Elumelu Foundation: Creating 
opportunities for shared prosperity in Africa

positively changed since I received the 
seed capital. My business is doing ex-
tremely well and I have now employed 
3 people. Thank you, TEF.”

Just like the debut edition, the 2016 
Tony Elumelu Foundation Entrepre-
neurship Forum, which held in Lagos, 
once again provided an opportunity 
for the second set of 1,000 young en-
trepreneurs to share and gain knowl-
edge, build cross-border partnerships 
and connect with investors and poli-
cymakers, thereby fostering intra-
African innovation and collaboration.

Elumelu in his keynote speech at 
the forum reminded the new crop 
of entrepreneurs that “you are a 
generation of wealth creators, who 
share our commitment to the eco-
nomic and social transformation 
of Africa”. He, however, regretted 
that while it may be exciting look-
ing at the 2,000 entrepreneurs that 
have so far benefitted from the pro-
gramme in its first two years, there 
were about 63,000 others some of 
whose ideas were equally brilliant 
but who couldn’t be selected.

“They deserve a chance too. They 
deserve every chance we can give 
them. And so I have carried them with 
me from Dakar to Dar-Es-Salaam, and 
from Kampala to Kigali to Cape town, 
to have this conversation with our 
political leaders and as I have brought 
hundreds of young Elumelu entrepre-
neurs before them to remind them that 
alongside their social welfare priorities 
should exist economic opportunity 
priorities – because extreme poverty 
and economic opportunity can rarely 
coexist in the same place,” he said.

This, according to Elumelu, was 
why in addition to its advocacy and 
research, the Foundation threw out 
a challenge to all stakeholders – from 
the public sector to the private sector, 
to civil society, multilateral organiza-
tions and individuals – invested in 
Africa’s economic development – to 
state how they would take action to 
support African entrepreneurs and 
improve the enabling environment 
for entrepreneurs to succeed. This, 
thankfully, is also bearing fruit as, 
according him, it is already securing a 
buy-in from governments and private 
sector players.

As the application portal closes this 
Wednesday, interested African en-
trepreneurs with business ideas that 
have the capacity to transform Africa 
still have a three-day window to apply.

Recall that the 1,000 entrepreneurs 
for each year are selected based on the 
viability of their idea, including market 
opportunity, financial understanding, 
scalability, and leadership and entre-
preneurial skills demonstrated in the 
application.

Eligibility criteria include that the 
business must be based in Africa; it 
must be for profit; it must be 0-3 years 
old, and an applicant must be at least 
18 and a legal resident or citizen of an 
African country.

Tony Elumelu
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T
he crisis rocking 
the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
has remained an 
‘abiku’ in the na-

tion’s democratic experience, 
which comes and goes every 
season.

So far, the crisis has defied 
all political solutions and from 
all indications, the conten-
tious matter will be laid to rest 
at the Supreme Court. Political 
pundits say judicial solutions 
to political crisis signal bad 
omen and only political solu-
tions will heal the wounds.

Recall that the Port Har-
court Division of the Appeal 
Court gave a judgment that 
Ali Modu Sheriff is the legally 
recognised national chairman 
of the political party.

Sheriff, who was the first 
appellant in the case, had 
challenged the judgment of 
the Federal High Court in 
Port Harcourt,  Rivers State,  
delivered on July 4, 2016,  by 
Justice Muhammed Liman, 
recognising the sack of the 
party’s national officers and 
appointment of the Ahmed 
Makarfi-led National Care-
taker Committee.

The lower court had de-
clared that the May 21, 2016 
National Convention was duly 
constituted, declaring that the 
dissolution of the National 

PDP’s deepening crisis amid Makarfi/Sheriff face-off 

Working Committee by that 
convention was valid.

But in a three-man panel of 
justices, two ruled in favour 
of Sheriff, while the remain-
ing one supported Makarfi. 
Ironically, while Sheriff is ac-
cused of enjoying the support 
of the APC-led government, 
Makarfi, on the other hand, 
has the backing of all organs of 
the party including the Board 
of Trustees (BoT), National 
Executive Committee (NEC), 
PDP Governors Forum, among 
others.

For a party that dominated 
the nation’s political space 
like a colossus for 16 years, 
not many expected that it 
would be enmeshed in such 
crisis as an opposition party. 
Yet, others believe the party is 
simply paying for its impunity. 
This school-of-thought but-
tresses its argument with the 
choice of PDP governors who 
opted for Ali Modu Sheriff, 
disregarding other chairman 
aspirants. 

Genesis of the crisis
The PDP leadership crisis 

started on May 21, 2016 at its 
national convention in Port 
Harcourt, the Rivers State 
capital.

Although the convention 
sacked the Sheriff-led Na-
tional Working Committee 
and appointed a seven-man 
National Caretaker Commit-
tee chaired by Ahmed Ma-
karfi, Sheriff insisted that he 

remained the authentic leader 
of the party. The former Borno 
State governor relied on the 
judgment of the controversial 
Justice Okon Abang, which 
declared him as the legitimate 
leader of the opposition party.

As the battle for the soul 
of the party continued, both 
camps attempted to gain con-
trol of the party’s national 
secretariat in Wuse 2, Abuja, 
a development that led to final 
sealing off of the secretariat 
in June 2016 by men of the 
Nigeria Police.

Since then, both camps have 
been operating from different 
locations in the nation’s capi-
tal. While the Sheriff group 
operated from a temporary 
secretariat at Maitama, the 
Makarfi faction runs its opera-
tions from Wuse 2. Following 
the Appeal Court judgment, 
the Sheriff camp reopened 
the secretariat on Thursday 
last week. In what could best 
be described as a commando 
style, loyalists of the politician 
including the Acting Deputy 
National Chairman, Cairo 
Ojougboh; National Secretary, 
Wale Oladipo; National Audi-
tor Adeyanju; former Political 
Adviser to ex-President Good-
luck Jonathan, Ahmed Gulak, 
among others broke the keys 
to the secretariat.

It is yet to be seen how nor-
mal activities would return 
to the secretariat this week 
as promised by the national 

chairman. This is because staff 
of the party, who had earlier 
called for the reopening of 
the secretariat, had shunned 
all meetings with Sheriff and 
pledged allegiance to the Ma-
karfi group.

In a swift reaction, spokes-
person of the National Care-
taker Committee, Dayo Ad-
eyeye, described as illegal the 
‘forceful entry’ into the party 
secretariat by Sheriff, adding 
that the Board of Trustees are 
in custody of the keys to the 
secretariat.

“We expected that Modu-
Sheriff should have waited for 
the conclusion of the Appeal 
we filed at the Supreme Court 
before he forced himself in 
just like we held on when we 
got court judgment favouring 
us last year. We are condemn-
ing his action in totality and 
we view it as an affront on the 
rule of law.

“Given his act of illegality, 
he should be held responsible 
for any loss of documents or 
damage to the property within 
the party secretariat.

“The administrative staff 
as accounting officers were 
not around to see the event 
happen, and as the custodians 
of the property of the party, 
they refused to participate 
in the illegal entry made by 
Ali Modu-Sheriff. His action 
is provocative and capable of 
causing another round of crisis 
in the party. We advise him, in 

his own interest, to vacate the 
secretariat immediately.

“We also call on author-
ity of the Nigerian Police to 
prevent chaos by flushing Ali 
Modu-Sheriff and his team out 
of the PDP secretariat and let 
all parties wait for the judg-
ment of the Supreme Court 
which is the highest court in 
the land,” Adeyeye noted.

PDP organs’ support for 
Makarfi

As Sheriff basks in the eu-
phoria of the Appeal Court 
victory, Markafi, however, en-
joys the support of all organs 
of the party.

At an emergency meeting 
last week, organs of the party 
including the BoT, National 
Executive Committee, Na-
tional Assembly Caucus, PDP 
Governors’ Forum, National 
Vice Chairmen, State Assem-
bly Caucuses as well as ex-
ministers’ forum threw their 
weight behind the Makarfi-
led faction.

According to the party 
leaders, notwithstanding the 
Appeal Court verdict, which 
sacked the National Care-
taker Committee, the National 
Convention remains the apex 
organ of the party.

“Having duly filed both 
an appeal to the Supreme 
Court and an application for 
injunction pending appeal in 
the morning of Monday the 
20th February 2017, we pass 
a resounding and unquali-



Politics

Namadi Sambo

PDP’s deepening crisis amid Makarfi/Sheriff face-off 

Sunday 26 February 2017 SUNDAYBD 15C002D5556

fied vote of confidence on the 
leadership of the Ahmed Mo-
hammed Makarfi-led National 
Caretaker Committee of the 
People’s Democratic Party and 
pledge our unalloyed support 
to it as it pilots the affairs of 
the party in this critical tran-
sitional period of the party’s 
life. To this end, we are not at 
all deceived by the supposed 
olive branch being offered by 
Ali Modu Sherrif, knowing that 
the only thing that can come 
from traitors of his ilk is noth-
ing but a poisoned chalice and a 
Greek gift,” said a communique 
read by Jerry Gana, a former 
Information Minister.

Personalities who threw 
their weight behind Makarfi 
include Deputy Senate Presi-
dent Ike Ekweremadu, BoT 
Chairman Walid Jubrin, Sen-
ate Minority Leader Godswill 
Akpabio, Chairman of PDP 
Governors Forum and Ekiti 
State Governor Ayo Fayose, 
former Speaker House of Rep-
resentatives Dimeji Bankole, 
Minority Leader of the House 
of Representatives Leo Ogor, 
former FCT Minister Bala Mo-
hammed, among others.

Out of the 12 governors 
under the party’s platform 
as of last week, only four at-
tended the meeting. They 
include Ayo Fayose (Ekiti), 
Ifeanyi Okowa (Delta), Udom 
Emmanuel (Akwa Ibom) and 
Nyesom Wike (Rivers). This 
has fuelled speculations that all 
is not well within the Makarfi 
camp and that his support base 
is dwindling by the day. 

More PDP senators defect 
to APC

As the leadership crisis rock-
ing the party continues to fes-
ter, the number of opposition 
senators that have defected 
to the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) has increased.

Consequently, the number 
of PDP lawmakers in the up-
per legislative chamber has 
reduced from 49 in June 2015 
to 42 as of February 21, 2017. 
The latest defection was that of 
the chairman, Senate Commit-
tee on Public Accounts, Andy 
Uba (Anambra South).

Others senators that have 
defected to APC due to the 
crisis rocking the PDP include 
former Governor of Plateau 
State, Joshua Dariye (Plateau 
Central),  Yele Omogunwa 
(Ondo South), and Nelson Ef-
fiong (Akwa-Ibom South). They 
cited the leadership crisis rock-
ing the party as reason for their 
defection.

With this development, 

APC now has 65 senators, as 
against PDP’s 42 and Labour 
Party’s one. The Independent 
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) is yet to conduct 
bye-election into the remain-
ing seat in Anambra Central 
Senatorial District.

Prior to the inauguration of 
the 8th Senate on June 9, 2015, 
the APC had a total of 60 sena-
tors, as against PDP’s 49.

With no end in sight to the 
crisis, there are strong indica-
tions that there will be more 
PDP senators defecting to APC 
as the 2019 elections draw near.

In the same token, with 
a handful of senators at the 
emergency meeting of the Ma-
karfi group, some federal legis-
lators are beginning to identify 
with Sheriff. One of such is the 
lawmaker representing Bay-
lesa East, Ben Murray-Bruce, 
who immediately pledged 
loyalty to the Sheriff group 
after the Appeal Court verdict.

While stressing that he is 
not in support of any more 
litigations, Ben Bruce called 
his party members to support 
Sheriff, saying he too would 
throw his weight behind Sher-
iff because it is the only way 
the party could progress.

“Concerning the PDP, the 
current bickering is childish 
and irrelevant. I am not in 
support of any more litigation. 
We will work with Ali Modu 

Sheriff and go to a convention. 
Right now, PDP is on a course 
towards destruction and abid-
ing by the judgment of the 
court is the only thing that can 
save us, Beb Bruce said.

“In the first place, it is nev-
er the job of the judiciary to 
choose the leader of a party. 
I therefore call an end to the 
fighting. And I am supporting 
Ali Modu Sheriff because it is 
the only way to preserve the 
party,” he said.

Prior to the Appeal Court 
judgment, only three federal 
lawmakers – Buruji Kashamu, 
Hope Uzodinma and Johnson 
Agbonayinma – had openly 
identified with Sheriff. Political 
observers say the absence of 
over 90 percent of PDP legisla-
tors at the emergency meeting 
called by Makarfi is a clear in-
dication that they would shift 
loyalty to the Sheriff group 
sooner than later.

There are also indications 
that governor of Bayelsa State, 
Seriake Dickson, and his Cross 
River State counterpart, Ben 
Ayade, are on the verge of 
adopting the former Borno 
governor as the authentic na-
tional chairman of the party. 

Ex-VP Sambo’s support for 
Sheriff

As the saying goes, “Failure 
is an orphan and success has 
many fathers”. As the legal 
battle tilts in favour of Sheriff, 

those who claimed to have 
supported him behind-the-
scene are already unveiling 
themselves.

These include former Vice 
President Namadi Sambo, 
Anambra billionaire Chris Uba, 
former lawmaker Saidu Kumo, 
and a host of others.

Former media aide to Sam-
bo, Umar Sani, who spoke on 
his behalf, called on party 
leaders to respect the rule of 
law, adding that continuous 
legal battle would cause more 
harm than good to the party.

The power feud between 
Sambo and his former po-
litical godfather Makarfi was 
evident years back in Kaduna 
politics and in Abuja, where 
both camps held a variety of 
meetings in Kaduna, Abuja, 
Kafanchan and Zaria in an 
attempt to gain advantage.

A source pointed out that 
the feud is also related to 
Sambo’s forceful control of 
all PDP apparatus in Kaduna 
State, with the Makarfi camp 
alleging Sambo’s emascula-
tion of other contending in-
terests in the party.

It was gathered that the 
Sambo camp pitched tent 
with the Sheriff camp as a 
way of getting back at Ma-
karfi. 

APC’s support for Sheriff
As the crisis  l ingers,  a 

school-of-thought believes 
APC is behind the crisis with 
a view to turning the country 
into a one-party state. This 
school-of-thought buttresses 
its argument with the rare 
show of felicitation shown by 
Lauretta Onochie, President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s Special 
Adviser on New Media, as well 
as Imo State Governor Rochas 
Okorocha congratulating Sher-
iff on his victory at the Court of 
Appeal in Port Harcourt. 

But the caretaker commit-
tee has condemned comments 
credited to Okorocha in which 
he asked supporters of Makarfi 
to accept the Appeal Court 
verdict.

Spokesman of the commit-
tee, Dayo Adeyeye, argued 
that this has confirmed the 
party’s allegations that Sheriff 
is working for APC. He cited 
last week’s sealing off of the 
International Conference Cen-
tre, venue of the emergency 
meeting, by the Nigeria Police 
to buttress his argument that 
the ruling party is behind the 
crisis. 

What next for Makarfi?
While the authentic na-

tional chairman savours his 

victory, there are five options 
available to the National Care-
taker Committee.

They are: file an appeal 
against the Court of Appeal’s 
ruling which declared Sheriff 
as the valid National Chairman 
of PDP; allow the status quo to 
remain with Sheriff in charge 
of the party till 2018 when his 
tenure expires; negotiate with 
Sheriff’s faction to find ami-
cable political solutions to the 
crisis; leave the party en masse 
for Sheriff or leave Sheriff to 
toe the path of honour and 
bow out after the conduct of 
National Convention as he 
promised.

For ex-Aviation Minister 
and former Spokesperson to 
ex- President Goodkuck Jona-
than’s campaign Organisation, 
Femi Fani-Kayode, the best 
option is to leave the PDP and 
form a new party.

“The decision by the Court 
of Appeal in Port Harcourt to 
recognise Senator Ali Modu 
Sheriff as the National Chair-
man of the PDP is a victory 
for @MBuhari,” Fani-Kayode 
tweeted..

“The C of A decision is ab-
surd. It’s time for us to gut the 
PDP, leave its carcass for the 
treacherous mole called Sheriff 
and form a new party,” he said 
in another tweet.

While the Makarfi camp 
completes the appeal pro-
cesses at the Supreme Court, 
there is no telling the kind 
of radical changes that Sher-
iff would make within the 
period he has to function as 
national chairman. Will he be 
magnanimous in victory and 
initiate a new process of rec-
onciliation with the Makarfi 
camp? Will he continue with 
the recommendations of the 
Gana committee? Can he work 
with the governors under the 
leadership of Fayose? What is 
the fate of the party’s candidate 
in the November 18 gover-
norship election in Anambra 
State? Will Sheriff keep to his 
promise of organising a na-
tional convention as soon as 
possible and step aside? What 
does the lingering leadership 
crisis portend for the nation’s 
democracy at a time credible 
opposition is needed? Can 
Sheriff organise a national 
convention without the sup-
port of the National Executive 
Committee? Will the National 
Caretaker Committee proceed 
with its alliance talks with 
other political parties? These 
are some of the questions beg-
ging for answers.
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T
he All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in Rivers State says some 
new members were mere fifth 
columnists that came from their 
rivals, aiming to create factions. 

The party leaders have also reaffirmed their 
loyalty to the one they call their leader, 
the former governor of the state, Chibuike 
Rotimi Amaechi, who is now the minister 
of transportation.

This is as the party has raised alarm, 
saying the state governor and arch-rival, 
Nyesom Wike, has started boasting with 
the Supreme Court again ahead of another 
sensitive case heading to the apex court, 
the leadership dispute case in the former 
ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP) at 
the national level.

The forum of political office holders 
(former or present) of the APC in Rivers 
State which met at the Novotel Hotel on 
Stadium Road in Port Harcourt said they 
have isolated some spies that allegedly 
came from the rival party.

The resolution, which was presented by 
the deputy national secretary of the APC, 
Orji Ngofa, said the suspected spies were 
abusing the time-tested nature of political 
parties not to stop any person from join-
ing. The report said: “Very recently, we 
have seen individuals from the opposition 
decamp and join our party (APC), but a few 
have turned out to be moles in search of 
pecuniary benefits.”

Saying some of the moles have returned 
to their former party, Ngofa said the forum 
was sad that in doing so such fellows tried 
to impress their new masters through 
planted articles in newspapers and other 
malfeasance.  “We know that these persons 
have notched up notoriety in lies and pro-
paganda and pride themselves so much in 
doing so. This time particularly, their exit 

propaganda was to plant a highly noxious, 
obnoxious and vexatious story in a national 
newspaper portraying the APC in Rivers 
State as having broken into factions.”

The party said it has isolated the par-
ticular individual behind the said ‘heinous 
contraption’. Trying to give hints on the 
person, Ngofa said: “He also knows that all 
his life he has thrived on lies, brainless pro-
paganda and worthless betrayal of friends 
and associates including those he has now 
run back to. We can only wish him and 
his co-travellers journey mercies to their 
original company”. 

The APC also took exception to a state-
ment by the Rivers Elders Consultative 
Council led by Granville Abiye Georgewill, 
saying the elder disparaged their leader and 
mentor, Amaechi, for allegedly facilitating 
a stakeholder’ meeting during the visit of 
Acting President, Yemi Osinbajo, to Rivers 
State recently.

The forum made it clear that Amaechi 
merely helped those ignored in hosting the 
august visitor to also make known their 
own grievances to help the FG find lasting 
resolutions to the crisis and violence in the 
oil region. “It was the second meeting facili-
tated by the APC that provided platform for 
the people of Etche, Oceania Communities, 
Ogoni, Okrika, Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni, Civil 
Society organisations, amongst others, to 
make their presentations to the Acting 
President”.

The forum reaffirmed loyalty to Amae-
chi and mentioned the ex-governor’s pres-
ent tasks:  “We are proud that our leader is 
driving the complete modernisation and 
repositioning of the nation’s transportation 
system especially the long-neglected rail-
ways and airports. We salute our leader’s 
vision, tenacity and drive to secure the 
support of Mr. President and the National 

Assembly in the building of Calabar – Port 
Harcourt – Lagos Coastal Rail Line and 
the commencement of work at the long-
abandoned Port Harcourt International 
Airport. We believe these projects will 
bring about life-changing impact on the 
people of Rivers State, the Niger Delta and 
indeed Nigeria at large”. 

Denying existence of anything like fac-
tion in the state, the forum said; “We wish 
to warn that any person in the family that 
may lend himself to the machinations of 
the enemy will be doing a great disservice 
to the party. We urge the party to watch 
out for such a person and take appropriate 
disciplinary actions in established cases. 
We re-iterate that the loyalty of each and 
every member of the APC in Rivers State 
is to the party under the able leadership of 
Amaechi”. 

Fresh boasts?
The APC had once accused the state gov-

ernor of boasting of connections with the 
Supreme Court, an accusation that brought 
huge rancour. Now, the party says Wike has 
boasted again.

The party boss in the state, Davis Ikanya, 
said in a statement that the party observed 
another bout of boasting with the apex 
court.  “The APC has observed with shock 
as the Rivers State governor repeatedly 
boasted on national television on Sunday 
(February 19, 2017) that his faction of the 
PDP would surely get positive judgment at 
the Supreme Court exactly the same way he 
got Supreme Court to declare him as duly 
elected governor of Rivers State even after 
the apex court had earlier declared Rivers 
State as a theatre of war.” 

The APC boss said that Wike, while re-
acting to the report of his PDP faction losing 
at the Appeal Court, Port Harcourt Division 
last Friday, stated that he would get favour-

able judgment at the Supreme Court, citing 
how he lost his governorship election mat-
ter at both the tribunal and Appeal Court 
only to win at the Supreme Court. 

APC said: “The certainty and finality in 
his tone and language confirm our position 
that he bought the governorship judgment 
and this time around he is ready to buy a 
favourable judgment for his faction of the 
PDP at the Supreme Court.” 

The APC went ahead: “Indeed, what has 
become clear is that our consistent position 
that he paid for the Supreme Court ruling 
that declared him governor is an incontro-
vertible truth given facts that emerged after 
the ruling and his utterances during his 
victory church service and his most recent 
boasts on national television. 

“The APC is however pleased that the 
Federal Government is doing the needful 
by cleansing the judiciary of the rot that 
allowed people to bribe judges and weaken 
an all-important state institution such as 
the judiciary. We believe that the Rivers 
governor targets three major institutions of 
state which he weakens with bribe money 
in order to obtain and retain political power. 
Those institutions are the judiciary, elec-
toral umpire (INEC) and security agencies. 
For now, whereas he is unable to effectively 
pocket security agencies as in the past, his 
hold on the electoral umpire (INEC) and ju-
diciary is still conspicuous as can be gleaned 
from the Inspector-General of Police Panel 
Report and the widely circulated audio clip 
in addition to his verbal incontinence about 
the Supreme Court. 

“The APC wishes to thank Governor 
Nyesom Wike for helping to personally 
unravel what happened and still happening 
at the Supreme Court as this is of interest to 
Rivers people, Nigerians and our collective 
history”.  

Rivers APC shuns fifth columnists, 
reaffirms loyalty to Amaechi

Nyesom Wike          Rotimi Amaechi

- Says Wike is boasting again with Supreme CourtIGNATIUS CHUKWU



W
hat actually are 
the mission and 
vision of Kano 
State invest-
ment Limited?

Thank you very much. This com-
pany was established in 1971 to 
do three things, one is to invest in 
quoted companies, so that it can 
generate revenue for the state, 
and take care of the properties of 
the state government either in 
Kano or outside the state. Second 
is to encourage the participation 
of the indigenes of Kano State in 
the establishment of small scale 
industries, but most importantly 
too is to advertise the potential of 
the state in and outside the country 
and by so doing bringing out the 
quality potential of the state.

But in 2008, the word “proper-
ties” was added so we now have 
the licence to participate in prop-
erty development and we are also 
involved in capital market and 
the establishment of small scale 
industries.

How far has the organisation 
gone in attracting both foreign 
and local investors to the state 
since you assumed office?

You see, attracting investors 
into Kano State is not just the sole 
responsibility of the Kano State 
Investment Limited, it is also the 
responsibility of the state govern-
ment but you see investment can 
be derived due mainly on the 

Ganduje is working to improve the quality 
of life of Kano people - Mohammed
In this interview, Jibrilla Mohammed, 
managing director of Kano State Invest-
ment Limited, spoke on the investment 
potentials available in the state. He also 
spoke about the development strides of 
the Abdullahi Umar Ganduje administra-
tion and its commitment to improving 
the well being of the people. Excerpts: 
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availability of so many things like 
power, good roads, infrastructure 
and well-structured transport sys-
tem like the railway, peace and a 
conducive environment to attract 
investors whether local or foreign, 
so I quarrel with people who don’t 
understand our problems in at-
tracting investors not only in Kano 
State but as a nation; besides there 
is no conducive environment to 
attract investors especially foreign 
ones, but that notwithstanding; 
here in Kano State what we are 
trying to do is to first of all look 
inward to encourage investors to 
invest in property, infrastructure, 
and small scale industries. And by 
so doing there are possibilities of 
attracting foreign investors.

And the second thing we are 
doing is to look at the investable 
areas in Kano State, like solid 
minerals, and these are things we 
are enlightening people about in 
making sure that they know that 
these things are available. Besides, 
government has also promised 
to give free land to investors, tax 
waivers and a very good conducive 
environment for investors to come 
into Kano State to do their business 
with peace of mind. 

But how far have you gone 
in providing the necessary tools, 
especially property, to attract both 
foreign and local investors?

You see, property-wise, I think 
there are very few states in the 

country that have done what Kano 
State has done. The state has cre-
ated three brand new cities with 
a population of over five hundred 
thousand (500,000) people and 
they are all around the munici-
pality.

And in terms of factories or 

infrastructure, the current gov-
ernment has just signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) 
with the Chinese government to 
develop a light rail in Kano in ma-
jor links from Hadija to Bata and 
Zaria road to Bata. And also, the 
government has given contracts 

to rehabilitate so many major roads 
and streets in Kano State in order to 
make life more meaningful for all 
in the state. The state government 
has also completed the construc-
tion of three major hospitals in the 
state which were started by the 
past administration and this is also 
in order to make sure that the state 
is a cosmopolitan city for potential 
investors. So, the governor should 
be commended for his foresight.

You spoke about developing 
small scale industries and inves-
tors. What has the government 
done to achieve that?

First of all you have to encour-
age people that these raw materials 
are available and it can be tapped 
and they are profitable. And we 
have had about three to four 
seminars, even in conjunction 
with Kano State Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry, to educate 
our people that these things are 
available. And the first thing we 
do if the governor approves is to let 
them know that these things are 
available and they can come into 
partnership with foreign investors 
and we are working with Kano 
State Chamber of Commerce to 
make sure that these things come 
to fruition.

What should the people of 
Kano State expect from the State 
Investment Limited in the next 
few years from now?

You see, we are lucky for one 
thing because our governor is pas-
sionate about serving the people of 
Kano State. The governor is working 
day in, day out and very assiduously 
in making sure that he improves the 
quality of life of the people of Kano 
State. He is married to the wellbeing 
of the people of this state where we 
have built two bedroom flats at af-
fordable price of N2.8 million only, 
so that it can go round.

Secondly, we are going to make 
sure that we involve the youth 
in comfortable trades where one 
youth from every polling unit in 
the state receive the sum of N100, 
000 only and no interest attached 
which will be paid after two years. 
Each of those youths that receive 
the loan must employ one or two 
persons at the end of each year 
to ensure that the business is 
sustained.

Jibrilla Mohammed

Udom condemns attempts to stifle multi-party democracy in Nigeria

G
overnor Udom Emman-
uel of Akwa Ibom State 
has condemns attempts 
to stifle multi-party de-

mocracy in the country, saying 
the action of the security agents 
in preventing a meeting of  the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
at the International Conference 
Centre in Abuja last week was 
retrogressive.

Speaking in Uyo, the Akwa 
Ibom State capital said democ-
racy would be jeopardised in 
the seeming one party structure 
which the country is pursuing 
and in the circumstance the 
system would stifle the voice of 
the opposition thereby paving 
way for despotism which he said 
was not in the best interest of the 
country.

“As a country we are assist-

ing other countries to institute 
democracy, how come we are 
destroying our own? We should 
not allow the country to be run 
like this, else democracy will col-
lapse,” he said.

He condemned in its entirety 
the obstruction of the stakehold-
ers’ meeting following the sealing 
off of the International Confer-
ence Centre venue of the meeting 
by security agents, explaining 
that they had to relocate to al-
ternative venue for the meeting.

“The sealing off of the Interna-
tional Conference Centre, venue 
of the meeting by the police was 
a sad commentary on democracy. 
Twice we have experienced this,” 
he observed.

“The other time, we had to 
hold the convention at the zonal 
secretariat of the party because 
the Port Harcourt stadium was 
barricaded by the police. A simi-

lar incident played out at the 
International Conference Centre, 
Abuja, where the stakeholders’ 

meeting was slated to hold and 
we resorted to meeting at the 
conference room of the Chair-
man of PDP Governor’s Forum.

“A country of more than 
N170 million people is too large 
for one party structure. Let’s 
make room for other parties to 
operate because a multi-party 
system will ensure the survival 
of democratic governance in the 
country,’’ he said.

The governor said the elector-
ates are of high expectations from 
the government in view of the 
economic challenges adding that 
in the unfolding context party 
partisanship should not be al-
lowed to becloud the responsibil-
ity of government to the people.

“We owe the country a lot 
and people expect much from 
the leaders not party partisanship 
that is being jostled left, right and 
centre.  The electorates expect 

more democratic dividends than 
the name of any political party. So 
let’s look at the fundamentals in 
terms of our campaign promises 
and ensure its delivery, taking 
into cognisance the variables that 
would provide succour in the 
face of the prevailing economic 
recession,’’ he said.

T h e  g o ve r n o r  t h e re fo re 
called on the political class to 
look at the fundamentals and 
the promises made to the people 
during their political campaign 
and cushion the impact of eco-
nomic recession rather than 
engaging in partisan politics.

On the resolve to seek justice 
from the Supreme Court by the 
Makarfi faction, Governor Em-
manuel described the develop-
ment as the beauty of democ-
racy, saying that the Supreme 
Court is the final arbiter in the 
dispensation of justice.Governor Udom Emmanuel
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few who can follow what she 
says because my first daughter 
also speaks very fast and i have 
learnt to cope with that. now, 
i think she has slowed down 
considerably and i think i might 
have influenced that a bit.

and finally, a teary-eyed 
Mohammed who thanked the 
President for the opportunity 
to serve said: “i thank the act-
ing President for your wise 
counsel and for being there for 
me. based on your advice, i have 
been trying to speak slower. i 
have been trying because the 
secretariat has been telling me to 
write whatever i say. i promise 
i will speak slower on the 38th 
floor. When i get to the 38th 
floor, nigeria’s flag will fly high. 
there is no higher floor in the 
Un building”.

this cracked everyone up 
even though the emotions were 
high, we laughed at this. “today, 
l am Fulani person; so just expect 
me to continue to

wander, and i want to tell 
the Minister of agric that i won’t 
go into your ranch”. i too wish 
her well.

on to other matters. So have 
you noticed how far things seem 
to have moved in the last few 
days and how much progress we 
seem to be making as a country? 
Well, i noticed.

hope was rekindled in the 
hearts of nigerians, maybe a 
bit. things were getting done 
and it hasn’t looked that difficult 
anyway. Make no mistakes it 
is not the absence of President 
Muhammadu buhari or the 
fact that acting President Yemi 
osinbajo is getting things done, 
i think it is more about seeing 
the results.

ok so after the rumblings at 
the national Economic council 
meeting presided over by the 
acting President, last week, 
the rollout of a new foreign 
exchange policy started the off 
the crash of the dollar. oh, and 
the Presidential council on the 
Ease of Doing business came 
out with some new policies that 
are expected to make a change 
in the next 60 days. What took 
them that long anyway? the 
immediate effect have left ni-
gerians talking and wondering 
if you knew what button to 
press why

didn’t you do so all this 
while? it sounds like there is 
hope for us after all.

For a brief moment, some-
thing good has taken our focus 
off the state of President buhari’s 
health after the presidency said 
he needed more time to rest.

she drove the ogoni cleanup 
project as soon as she took up 
the ministerial appointment is 
remarkable. Mohammed, 55, is 
a mother of six. She’s a delight 
not just to her colleagues but 
for journalists as well because 
she is always accessible. She is 
unarguably the most accessible 
member of the cabinet.

She’s always ready to stop 
and answer questions even if 
she was in a hurry. her humil-
ity and childlike smiles (forgive 
me) is really something to look 
forward to at meetings and 
of course her competence. i 
remember all the times i have 
approached her at the Villa cor-
ridors after meetings and even at 
international fora for interviews 
or reactions, she never put me 
off. She would stop with a smile, 
take my questions and smile 
afterwards, mostly with a thank 
you. Well, like she said when i 
congratulated her on her new 
appointment “this is for all of us 
women and the girls out there”.

So something caught my at-
tention when acting President 
Yemi osinbajo made his own 
remarks. he said she spoke too 
fast and he had urged her to 
slow down and that she was 
doing well.

oh did i add that most of the 
cabinet members said Moham-
med was a role model for their 
daughters! Who wouldn’t see 
a model in such success? From 
being a Senior Special assistant 
to the President on Millennium 
Development goals (MDg) to 
being a Special adviser on

Post-2015 Development 
Planning to the former United 
nations Secretary-general ban 
Ki-moon, then Minister of Envi-
ronment and now a Un Deputy 
Scribe. Yes, she is my role model 
too.

Since we are constrained for 
space, i will only put up osin-
bajo’s remarks and her response.

acting President osinbajo 
in his remarks said: “this is 
well deserved. i have always 
been very fascinated by her 
incredible understanding of 
so many things. it is amazing 
that you have one person who 
seems to know so much. She 
is competent in practically 
everything: finance, planning, 
environment even law some-
times. i recall that when the 
discussion was going on about 
her going to the Un or not, 
she spoke to me about it and i 
sought my opinion. My view 
was that that was an incred-
ible opening. and for me, we 
are more likely to find a good 
minister of environment and 
we may certainly not be able 
to get another shot at being 
the deputy secretary-general 
of the Un. So i thought this was 
too good to miss and i thought 
this is a right decision. i am 
happy she took that decision.

“My only problem is how she 
talks. She talks so fast and i had 
an occasion to tell her that it’s re-
ally difficult to follow what you 
are saying. You have to speak a 
lot slower. i think i am one of the 

At Aso Rock, it was laughter, 
joyful tears and farewells

t
he Federal Executive 
council last week held 
a valedictory session for 
the outgoing minister of 

Environment, amina Moham-
med and there

everyone had one thing or 
the other, albeit good, to say 
about her. it was amazing to 
hear some of what transpired 
behind those council doors 
for the past 15 months as new 
friendships were forged and old 
ones strengthened. tears flowed 
freely. i can say i have rarely 
seen such emotions poured out 
at places other than a church or 
at a funeral.

Mohammed is switching 
office from President Muham-
madu buhari’s cabinet to resume 
as the Deputy Secretary-general 
of the United

nations on the 38th floor of 
the 18-acre complex located in 
the turtle bay area of Manhat-
tan, new York city. the 39-floor 
building, designed by brazilian 
architect oscar niemeyer is 
where 193 member-nations 
converge to discuss global issues.

it was an intimate moment 
among the cabinet members. 
For me, it was kind of pour tears 
when no one was dead (really? 
why do i find it hard to believe?) 
and i reckon she must have 
made quite an impact.

Every Wednesday, they 
have gathered behind those 
heavy mahogany doors, sit-
ting in a circle, each one next 
to the other. they have delib-
erated on matters concern-
ing the country; they have 
sought each other’s advice on 
issues, official and sometimes 
personal. the camaraderie 
between them on Wednesdays 
was always obvious; especially 
the banter as they posed for 
pictures that they hoped will 
make the front pages.

Still it was shocking to see 
some of them weeping at the 
valedictory session. So, it turned 
out that this star as most of them 
described Mohammed, has 
touched their lives, personally 
in different ways.

having served as a cabinet 
member, though not in ministe-
rial capacity, Mohammed had 
seen it all and probably knew 
the intrigues played by

ministers. Don’t say i told 
you, the issue of rivalry always 
comes to play in the cabinet. 
Well, the past one had its full 
dose.

Mohammed would have 
none of that this time, she relat-
ed with her colleagues in ways 
that have left them all wanting 
to hold her back.

She served them chocolates 
during meetings, she made 
insightful contributions when 
memos from ministers were 
discussed, she offered some 
personal advice on how to deal 
with whatever it was they were 
putting up with. a minister even 
admitted that most of them 
came to the job as learners but 
she was the master, she knew 
her turf.

the passion with which 
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t
he Federal govern-
ment has urged the 
military to devise 
a robust communi-

cation strategy and deploy 
capable personnel to wage 
cyber warfare against fake 
news on Social Media.

lai Mohammed, minister 
of information and culture, 
gave the charge at the 7th 
national Security Seminar 
of the alumni association of 
the national Defence college.

the Minister noted that 
the threat posed by fake news 
phenomenon is greater than 
that posed by insurgency and 
militancy, hence the need for 
the military to strategise on 
how to counter it with the 
same vigour with which it 
confronted boko haram.

“this is why i believe that 
whatever we do today in 
fighting terrorism and insur-
gency, we must pay adequate 
attention to communication 
strategy. We must have our 
people who will be very ac-
tive also on the Social Media,” 
he said.

the Minister stressed 
that he had cause to debunk 
certain fake news in the So-
cial Media recently when 
some people attempted to set 
christians against Muslims 

by claiming that nigeria is 
the most dangerous place for 
christians to live.

he however warned that 
such unfounded allegation is 
capable of tearing the fabric 
of the society and causing 
conflict in the country.

“two things happened 
last week to illustrate the 
phenomenon of fake news. 
both asiwaju bola ahmed 
tinubu and chief bisi akande 
went to visit the President 
in london and a few hours 
later some naysayers said 
asiwaju has denied that he 
ever visited the President. it 
took asiwaju’s quick rebuttal 

of the nay-sayers to set the 
record straight.

“Secondly, when U.S. Pres-
ident Donald trump made 
a call to President Muham-
madu buhari, the naysayers 
again went on the Social Me-
dia to say it never happened. 
it took the intervention of the 
White house to confirm that 
President trump indeed had 
a phone conversation with 
his nigerian counterpart,’’ 
Mohammed said.

“i see a greater threat to ni-
geria and the threat is greater 
than insurgency and mili-
tancy, and that is fake news. 
i think anybody who is a 
student of history or military 
history will agree with me 
that no war has ever been 
started by bullets or bows and 
arrows. Every war has been 
started by words.

“the phenomenon of fake 
news is a serious issue and 
i think the armed Forces 
should also pay a great atten-
tion to it, he said.

in his address, the com-
mandant, national Defence 
college, rear admiral S. 
alade, said having techni-
cally defeated the boko ha-
ram insurgency, there is the 
need for the armed Forces 
to brainstorm with a view 
to consolidating on the suc-
cesses so far recorded against 
terrorism.

Lai Mohammed

o
n y i n y e  a n u -
monye counsel to 
the independent 
national Ele c-
toral commission 

(inEc) in the ongoing last Sep-
tember 28, 2016 gubernato-
rial election petition tribu-
nal sitting in benin-city last 
thursday attributed wrong 
accreditation of voters during 
the election to the commis-
sion’s ad-hoc staff.

anumonye made the dis-
closure while cross exam-
ining one alonge Mathew, 
an all Progressives congress 
(aPc) party agent to governor 
godwin obaseki during the 
election.

During the cross examina-
tion of the witness, anumonye 
asked that some of the elector-
al officers who are members of 
the nigeria Youth Service corp 
(nYSc) accredited voters twice 
by ticking on their names at 
both left and right sides of the 
voters’ register instead of once.

“is it not true that some of 
the electoral officers who are 
nYSc members marked the 
voters’ register twice during 
accreditation instead of once? 
as a human being you can also 
mistakes,” queried.

Mathew on cross examina-
tion by aPc counsel, Kayode 
olatoke (San), affirmed that 
there was ticking to the left 
and right hand sides of the 
voters’ register during accredi-
tation by inEc officials.

he however added when 
cross examined by PDP coun-
sel, Emmanuel Ukala (San) 
that he was not in a position 
to know whether inEc staff 
made mistake in the accredita-
tion process or not.

but at the resumed hearing 
yesterday, anthony okoro 
another agent to governor 
godwin obaseki, also in re-
sponse to inEc counsel cross 
examination stated that he 
doesn’t know whether the 
nYSc members were not per-
manent staff of inEc.

he told the court that he 
was only accredited once. he 
however stated that when 

cross examined by PDP coun-
sel that the voter register of 
his polling unit was ticked 
on both left and right hand 
sides signifying accreditation 
of voters.

another witness, nosa 
ikponwonsa Joseph also at-
tributed non- ticking of his 
name at the voters’ register 
during the election to inEc.

Joseph who was agent to 
governor godwin obaseki 
during the election was made 
to sign the same signature 
signed at his deposition state-
ment by PDP counsel, roland 
otaru.

the signed signature was 
admitted in evidence and 
marked exhibit by the tribunal

osaretin Enaruna, an aPc 
agent from ovia north-West 
local government area also 
told the tribunal that inEc offi-
cials’ accredited voter’s by only 
ticking to the right hand side.

his aPc party agent card 
where he admittedly wrote 
his name and signed by him-
self was admitted in evidence 
and marked exhibit by the 
tribunal.

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH

Edo guber: INEC blames NYSC members 
on wrong accreditation of voters

Deploy capable personnel to wage 
cyber warfare, FG urges Military



I 
felt obligated to the Nigerian 
people as a member of the 
Fourth Estate of the Realm 

to react to the statement cred-
ited to the Deputy Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, 
Yussuff Lasun in which he 
accused Nigerians of having 
wrong perception about the 
activities of the Legislative arm 
of government. For Nigerians 
to believe the crop of lawmak-
ers across board, there’s dire 
need for them to prove beyond 
reasonable doubt that they are 
products of the Nigerian society. 
Most, I mean larger percentage 
of all these privileged individu-
als voted into various political 
offices, as well as top echelon of 
the public service on assump-
tion of office are disconnected 
from realities of the society. 
Nigerians do not need anyone 
to tutor us about the activities 
or standard of living and dis-
position to other people’s plight 
speak volume. Nigerians make 
changes in terms of who is voted 
into one position or the other 
base on the quest for change 

and quality of service to the 
country, otherwise the likes 
of former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo shouldn’t have left 
the seat of power for his succes-
sors to take over.

But with the present pre-
dicaments and realities across 
the country, Nigerians can 
only recall and pray for the 
return of the good old days, 
as nothing seems to be better 
than the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s. 
With the manner in which Ap-
propriation proposals are being 
handled, Nigerians may not 
get the best results if the eco-
nomic recession persists, as the 
engagements lack thorough-
ness and focus for industrial 
development that Nigerians are 
craving for. For example, in one 
of the agencies engaged by the 
House Committee on Industry 
is to spend over $51.530 million 
in 2017 without anyone asking 
single question on such money. 
In some instances, I became 
so curious seeing some of the 
lawmakers who give leading 
questions as to why budgetary 

provisions should be increased 
for some line-items, while it’s 
obvious that there are duplica-
tions and uncompleted projects 
hanging in the preceding year’s 
Appropriation.

Honestly, I never expect 
such reaction on the obvious – 
about the animosity between 
the Executive (MDAs) and the 
Legislature. But one of the un-
told stories that could have 
warranted such may not be 
far-fetched from some of the 
abuses entrenched in the cause 
of engagements. Despite media 
reports and cautions, one still 
get worried why members of 
Standing Committees of the 
House scheduled for oversight 
should provide ‘transporta-
tion and other conveniences’? 
Why should a Chairman and 
members of such committee(s) 
put intervention/constituency 
projects in the MDAs you are 
over sighting, without recourse 
to ethics of the office? I learnt 
a circular has been dispatched 
to that effect to ensure a high 
sense of dignity within the 

ranks and file of the House.
Till now, Nigerian are still 

at loss over the failure of the 
House and National Assembly 
in general to honour its prom-
ise of being accountable and 
transparent in its dealings es-
pecially in the management of 
the N150 billion. That was one 
of the major agitations that led 
to the unresolved crisis which 
may likely resurface in the 
system, pretty soon. Though, 
feelers have it that a Commit-
tee of the ‘Wise Men’ has been 
put in place to address the wide 
gaps between sharing formula 
of the N100 billion allocations 
for Zonal Intervention/Con-
stituency Projects. But similar 
counsel given on the utilisation 
of available funds in the House 
coffer, for the procurement of 
Peugeot 508 vehicles which has 
now gone to over N15 million 
each was thrashed. Sir, a stitch 
in nine, saves time! I don’t need 
to be corrected on my stand, 
that for no reason should any-
one portray Nigerians in bad 
light. As a public or political 

office holder, everyone in such 
capacity must be ready to yield 
to correction and be ready for 
public scrutiny. The few are 
benefiting from the common-
wealth of the same people you 
are lashing at; rather we expect 
whosoever is displeased to do 
the needful by stepping aside in 
the next election for those who 
are ready for good governance, 
accountability and transpar-
ency to step in. Nigerians are 
getting no value for money 
in virtually all spheres of our 
economy. Imagine what over 
N7 trillions can do in a working 
economy with serious account-
ing officers and Legislature can 
do to every Nigerian if those at 
various offices are not self-serv-
ing, diligent and God fearing!

Nigerian lawmakers are Super-rich, 
no longer ‘never-to-do-well lawmakers’
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C
ontrary to the assur-
ances by the Senate 
leadership that the 
2017 budget would 
b e  p a s s e d  t h re e 

weeks after resumption from 
suspended plenary, there are 
strong indications that this is 
not feasible.

The Senate had suspended 
plenary on January 26 to enable 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) defend their 
budgets before their respective 
sub-committees.

Chairman, Senate Commit-
tee on Media and Public Af-
fairs, Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi had 
assured that the Senate would 
ensure passage of the appropria-
tion bill by the second week of 
March.

However, this may not be 
feasible since budget defence 
is still ongoing.

Some of the MDAs yet to 
conclude their budget defence 
include the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC); National Petroleum 
Investment Management Ser-
vices (NAPTIMS); Ministry of 
Power, Works and Housing, 
among others.

Following her invitation, Fi-
nance Minister Kemi Adeosun 
is expected to appear before the 
Senate Committee on Housing 
over N2billion ‘padded’ in the 
budget of Ministry of Power, 
Works and Housing.

Also the anti-graft agency is 
expected to reappear before the 
Senate Committee on Anti-Cor-
ruption and Financial Crimes 
to furnish the panel on details 
of performance on capital ex-
penditure for last year as well 
as information of all recoveries 
made by the agency till date.

Also this week, the National 
Petroleum Investment Man-
agement Services (NAPTIMS) 
will reappear before the Joint 
Committee on Gas, Petroleum 
Upstream and Downstream 
over $446 million given to it in 
2016 for gas infrastructure by 
the Nigerian National Petro-
leum Corporation (NNPC).

On March 1, the Committee 
on Petroleum Upstream is ex-
pected to have budget defence 

session with the Department of 
Petroleum Resources, Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC), Nigeria Nuclear 
Regulatory Agency as well as 
Petroleum Training Institute 
(PTI).

Consequently, sub-commit-
tees are yet to submit their 
report to the Appropriations 
Committee, which will in turn 
scrutinise the documents and 
present its report to the Senate 
for consideration and passage.

Failure of the sub-commit-
tees to meet the target of sub-
mitting their report to the Ap-
propriations Committee upon 
resumption Tuesday, informed 
a meeting of the Senate leader-
ship with chairmen of com-
mittees.

The process including har-
monisation of reports by the 
Joint Senate and House Com-
mittees on Appropriations is 
expected to last for a minimum 
of five to six more weeks.

The implication is that this 
year’s budget would be passed 
by the National Assembly be-
tween late March and early 
April.

Questions have been raised 
over the quality of budget de-
fence this year, as most sub-
committees gave a nod to the 
submissions of MDAs without 

thorough scrutiny, while others 
concealed their budget defence 
sessions from the media for fear 
of backlash.

A source in the National As-
sembly informed me that this 
may not be unconnected with 
the controversy surrounding 
last year’s budget, earlier de-
clared ‘missing’ and enmeshed 
in padding allegations. The de-
velopment, the source said, not 
only embarrassed the Executive 
but also the National Assembly.

Although this year’s record-
breaking N7.298trillion budget 
is not marred by being declared 
missing, unlike the 2016 bud-
get, both money bills share 
something in common: they 
both contain frivolous, inap-
propriate, unclear and wasteful 
expenditure.

At a public hearing on the 
2017 budget, Lead Director, 
Centre for Social Justice, Eze 
Onyekpere, indicted 64 MDAs 
for what he called ‘inappropri-
ate, unclear line items’ totalling 
N151,536,674,923.

The report also recommend-
ed a reduction of the 2017 Na-
tional Assembly budget from 
N115billion to N110billion.

According to him, some of 
the line items and wasteful 
expenditure include: Budget 
expenses and administration 

N18,240,194, which he said is al-
ready covered in the personnel 
vote of the State House. He also 
queried the purchase of kitchen 
equipment for State House 
Headquarters at N100,820,300. 
He wondered why the same 
line item is repeated in less than 
12 months when N80,255,070 
was appropriated for it in the 
2016 budget.

Onyekpere submitted that 
N77,545,700 budgeted as Resi-
dential Rent is uncalled for, 
adding that the ‘landlord’ of the 
State House ought to have been 
disclosed.

He also said rehabilita-
tion of fixed assets (general) 
N5,847,384,012 should be re-
duced by 50 percent.

Others are Computer Soft-
ware Acquisition by Bureau 
of Public Enterprises (BPE) 
put at the sum of N23,057,363 
which should be reduced by 
50percent.

According to Onyekpere, 
the establishment of ICT Uni-
versity under the Ministry of 
Communication Technology 
with the sum of N166,665,000 is 
uncalled for, adding that “It will 
be another poorly funded Fed-
eral university. ICT studies can 
be done in existing universities 
if they are properly equipped. 
This vote should not be wasted”.

2017 Budget passage: How feasible in 3weeks?
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I
gbodu community, in Epe, 
Lagos State,  which has 
recently been transformed 
into a massive farming hub 
by the State Government, 

has witnessed some kidnap cases 
involving majorly farmers in recent 
time.  A few days, after the release 
of abducted Secretary of Isheri 
Estate (GRA) Landlord Association, 
Dayo Adekoya, seven persons were 
allegedly been kidnapped in Epe. 
The victims include five workers 
of a farm and two members of the 
Odua People’s Congress (OPC), 
who were recently employed as 
security personnel.

Though majorly a national 
issue, Lagos has had to grapple 
with pockets of  kidnapping 
incidence.A top Lagos monarch, 
Oba Goriola Oseni, the Oniba of 
Ibaland, was once abducted right 
in his palace by gun men who 
purportedly murdered a security 
guard, Sunday Eniola Okanlawon 
and a commercial motorcyclist, 
Joseph Okeke and also attempted 
to murder the monarch’s wife, Olori 
Abosede Oseni. The monarch was 
to spend 21 excruciating days in the 

Why kidnappers must die
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hand of his depraved captors.
Kidnappers are now so callous 

that they don’t spare children in their 
cruel lust for blood money. Last year, 
three school girls were seized from 
Babington Macaulay Junior Seminary, 
Ikorodu, but were later freed by the 
police. And recently, students and 
staff of a Turkish International School, 
Isheri, Ogun State, were kidnapped 
and later released.

Kidnapping used to be alien 
to our culture. Things, however, 
changed when Niger Delta militants 
turned the creeks into a hub of 
ungodly pursuit, where they abduct 
and keep people for ransom. This 
gory practice was to later spread to 
other parts of the country.

A recent Freedom House report 
indicates that Nigeria recorded one 
of the highest rates of kidnapping in 
the world while a 2013 data of the 
US Department of State’s Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices 
for 2013 shows that kidnapping 
and connected crimes were serious 
problems in Nigeria.

To curb the dastardly act in Lagos, 
the State Governor, Mr. Akinwunmi 
Ambode recently signed the anti 
kidnapping bill into law. Among 
other penalties, the law stipulates 
death sentence for kidnappers 
whose victims die in their custody.

Since what separates human 
society from animal kingdom is 
the preservation of law and order 
through the enactment  and 

enforcement of set of rules and 
laws, it is expected that the Anti 
Kidnapping Law will go a long way in 
checkmating the spate of kidnapping 
in the State.  With the ratification 
of the law, the State Government 
is simply signifying to kidnappers 
and their collaborators that it is no 
longer going to be business as usual 
for them.

Though some have criticized the 
law as being too stiff, but the truth 
is that kidnapping is evil, barbaric, 
inhuman and despicable; and it 
should be treated as such. Aside 
the psychological and emotional 
damage that the act brings upon 
victims and their family members 
as well as well wishers, the woes 
that the dastardly act brings to bear 
on the nation’s economy are quite 
enormous.

No rational investor would put his 
money in an unsafe environment. So, 
kidnapping grossly undermines the 
country’s economic prospect. Not 
only this, it is an embarrassment to 
the country. It doesn’t do our nation 
much good to have a demeaning 
global reputation of a haven of 
rogues and criminals.  Many a times, 
these criminals have dealt in the 
most inhuman and callous ways with 
expatriates working, particularly 
in the oil industry as well as other 
sectors.

 However, for the new law to 
really have its expected impact, our 
justice administration system must 
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measure up to expectation. In most 
instances, cases that the public 
are interested in are often bungled 
because of obvious loopholes that 
Investigation Police Officer, IPOs, 
often make available for smart 
lawyers to capitalize.

 Hence, for the new law to be 
suitably effectual, the police and 
all other relevant security agencies 
must be alive to their statutory 
responsibilities.  At every stage in the 
judicial system, from the IPO to other 
judicial officers involved, at one 
stage or the other, in a kidnapping 
case, there must be unity of purpose 
and unwavering commitment to the 
preservation of the rule of law.

 Prosecuting counsels should 
brace up to dispel the theory that 
they sometimes conspire with 
accused individuals to botch cases. 
Constant filing of amendment of 
charges after the arraignment of 
the accused, non-appearance in 
Court and unending demands 
for adjournments should not be 
frivolously used to delay cases.

 The law is meant to trounce 
evil and evil doers. In any society 
where the reverse is the case, evil 
will reign supreme. Now that the law 
has spoken, let kidnappers and their 
collaborators beware!

 Meanwhile, for emergency 
situations and other security related 
matters, Lagos residents could avail 
themselves of the toll free hotlines; 
767 and 112.
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A
chieving the ambitious 
g l o b a l  S u s t a i n a b l e 
D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s 
(SDGs) – which include 
ending poverty, improving 

global health, ensuring universal 
education, and mitigating climate 
change by 2030 – will cost a lot of 
money. The total will be far more than 
governments can make available, and 
the gap cannot be closed by official 
development assistance, now at $132 
billion per year. The private sector, as 
well as updated financial markets, will 
be essential.

Until recently, international 
organizations and governments had 
relatively well-defined roles in the 
global development and sustainability 
agenda, whereas the private sector’s 
participation in the process was 
often viewed through the lens of its 
contributions to economic growth, job 
creation, and tax revenue. That must 

At the turn of this century, 
scientists affirmed that: “We 
know where we have come 

from and why, but don’t have a clear 
plan of where to go now… We are 
at a turning point”. Sadly, this aptly 
describes the current situation of the 
Nigeria nation.

 By the day, our nation walks 
into deeper absurdities. Things are 
falling apart. Dogs are no more eating 
dogs. The cheetahs are now food for 
dogs. Our societal problems have 
become deepen and no longer bend 
to our efforts: wanton killings and 
destruction of people’s properties 
used to be a visitor in the past, now 
it has become an integral part of 
the country. The cost of governance 
is  r is ing,  yet  there  is  a  hug e 
infrastructural deficit. Kidnapping 
was an uncommon crime in the past, 
today, it is a commercial venture 
with its own structure. Corruption 
used to be seen as the prime problem 
of Nigeria, but today many are 
chorusing: bring back our corruption.

 The truth is that most Nigerians 

Visionary Voices
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now change, with the private sector 
taking on a broader, more integrated 
role in the development agenda.

The private sector can become a 
financier, shifting trillions of dollars of 
capital toward developing economies. 
And it can play an important role as 
an implementer, translating profits 
into sustained economic growth, 
social inclusion, and environmental 
p r o t e c t i o n .  T h e  p r i n c i p l e s 
underpinning such measures are 
anchored in SDG target 12.6, which 
encourages “companies, especially 
large and transnational companies, 
to adopt sustainable practices and to 
integrate sustainability information 
into their reporting cycle.”

Financial and asset-management 
institutions can provide positive 
incentives to such companies – those 
that incorporate sustainability, long-
term thinking, and environmental, 
social ,  and governance (ES G) 
performance criteria in core business 
models –  by allocating assets 
accordingly. Such a move would go a 
long way toward promoting long-term 
progress on the SDGs.

Fortunately, many companies 
already fit this description. A 2016 
survey of CEOs, conducted by the 
United Nations Global Compact and 
Accenture showed that many business 
leaders already view solving “societal 
challenges as a core element in the 
search for competitive advantage.” 
And almost half of all CEOs surveyed 
believe that “business will be the single 

are dissatisfied with the past, 
disappointed with the present and 
sceptical of the future. At present, 
the thinking, the debates, the testing 
and formulations of policy mostly 
take place within the government or 
political party and are performed by 
people in their employ. It is a ‘closed 
shop’ affair that does not augur well 
for creative ideas.

 Today, it is quite evident the major 
issues revolve round our disheveled 
structure, weak institutions and 
values, and not in fault lines of one 
political party being clueless while 
the other has the magical solution to 
turn our fortune around overnight. 
This period is one when everyone has 
to pull his/her weight behind the real 
revolution our nation needs, one that 
should start in the minds of the people 
to make things change for better.

It needs to be stressed that putting 
geo-political zone, language and 
religion before our ‘Nigerianess’ 
will always be counterproductive. 
Therefore, killing of fellow Nigerians or 
destruction of the national economy 
must be seen as act of criminality 
and perpetrators as criminals and 
common enemies. Having a true sense 
of national identity will make us to see 
the danger inherent in celebrating 
looters and political fraudsters.

 It has now become imperative 
for us to have renewed education 
to overcome pervasive culture of 
powerlessness in our psyche. We have 

bonds, remains insufficient.
Another challenge relates to data. 

Good data on ESG investment are 
indispensable, as they enable investors 
and companies to determine whether 
their outlays in this area will promote or 
impede the achievement of the SDGs.

To this end, we need to develop 
a robust, transparent reporting 
framework that allows companies to 
report on financial and non-financial 
performance. That framework must 
also support the private sector and 
investors in their effort to combine 
profit maximization with the pursuit 
of long-term economic, social, and 
environmental objectives. Integrated 
corporate reporting and disclosure of 
material ESG information can facilitate 
the creation of an efficient financial 
system that advances sustainable 
economic growth, while supporting 
achievement of the SDGs.

The development of such an 
integrated reporting framework 
currently is being led by a few national 
and international organizations, such 
as the Global Reporting Initiative 
(GRI), the Sustainability Accounting 
Standards Board (SASB), and the 
International Integrated Reporting 
Council (IIRC). Their main objectives 
are to enable companies and 
organizations to set sustainability 
t a rg e t s  a n d  ke y  p e r f o r ma n c e 
indicators; to monitor, prepare, and 
disclose comparative data measuring 
their economic and ESG performance; 
and to integrate sustainable production 

in government. One is not saying 
that identifying with one’s nation is 
synonymous with blind followership, 
but that we must embrace routine 
patriotic inclinations.

 26th President of United States of 
America, Theodore Roosevelt once 
explained that: “Patriotism means 
to stand by the country. It does not 
mean to stand by the president or any 
other public official save exactly to the 
degree in which he himself stands by 
the country. It is patriotic to support 
him insofar as he efficiently serves 
the country. It is unpatriotic not to 
oppose him to the exact extent that by 
inefficiency or otherwise he fails in his 
duty to stand by the country”.

 The solution to Nigeria’s problem 
is neither in sabotaging its economy 
under any guise, nor in blind loyalty 
to kinsmen or brethren in faith at the 
helm of public administration. These 
are unpatriotic acts. It is however 
important for one to admit that it is not 
possible to ignite fire ofcommitment 
from citizens whose welfare has 
become nobody’s business.

 This is why Nigerians should 
always insist on good governance 
while also putting on creative cap of 
self-empowerment. The family unit, 
social organizations, schools and 
colleges and the media must help 
people to overcome the shackles 
of helplessness in the face of our 
daunting problems. Our media should 
start projecting models of real powerful 

and consumption practices in 
company business strategies and 
models.

Global awareness of this topic 
is growing. Recently, Mark Carney, 
Governor of the Bank of England 
and Chairman of the G20’s Financial 
St ab i l i t y  B o a rd ,  a n d  Mi c ha e l 
Bloomberg, a former New York City 
mayor and CEO of Bloomberg LP, 
issued an announcement regarding 
market data on climate.

 Given the magnitude of the 
task, however, it is important also to 
ensure effective coordination and 
harmonization of these efforts with the 
relevant standard-setters, regulators, 
and professional organizations. The US 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 
for one, is already discussing these 
issues, as it analyzes options to 
respond to investor and business 
needs regarding ESG.

New ESG reporting frameworks 
can help to attract billions of dollars 
from institutional investors to support 
the effort to achieve the SDGs. But that 
is only one example of how the public 
and private sectors can work together 
to identify opportunities to advance 
the SDGs. If we take advantage of 
these possibilities, public-private 
cooperation can enable millions of 
people to lift themselves out of poverty 
and help to build a more peaceful, 
prosperous, and secure world.

(C): Project Syndicate

people in their news reporting. Here, 
one is not referring to celebrities, or 
politicians and CEOs of the corporate 
world, but real entrepreneurs who 
started small and grow progressively. 
These are what will ignite power of, if 
he can, I can rather than sustaining 
culture of powerlessness arising from 
celebration of looters, political and 
social impostors.

  As widely portrayed in Australia’s 
literature, citizens are reminded of the 
importance of a “fair go”; the principle 
that hard work and talent should 
always count for more than wealth 
or connections. America asks people 
to memorize the deadline for filling 
of income-tax returns while Britain 
emphasizes the importance of being 
a good neighbor. The lesson here is 
that we should copy the positive ways 
other clime are using to transform 
their societies.

Finally, the following words of a 
Chinese poet should be instructive to 
us: ‘Hope cannot be said to exist, nor 
can it be said not to exist, for it is like 
the roads that cross the earth. In the 
beginning, there were no roads, but 
when many people pass one way, a 
road is made’. In our case, when many 
are ready to let the change begin with 
them, we shall see the change. We 
should all be the man that will be 
proud of this country, and the man that 
this country will be proud of.

 
This is how to stand with Nigeria.
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most important actor in delivering 
the SDGs.”

According to a recent report 
published by Moody’s, interest in 
investments relating to climate change 
and sustainable development by 
institutional investors has grown 
rapidly  in recent  years.  Now, 
institutional investors with long 
histories of ESG investments, such 
as the California Public Employees’ 
Retirement System (CalPERS), are 
being joined by a growing number 
of their peers. Some are even opting 
to divest from any company with 
exposure to industries or business 
practices that present sustainability 
challenges.

This trend toward sustainable 
i nv e s t m e nt  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y 
accelerate. But, even without the 
agreement, the appeal of such 
investments stands: evidence indicates 
that integration of ESG considerations 
– when implemented intelligently and 
measured and reported transparently 
– could help investments outperform 
expectations, for both companies 
and investors. Add to that financial-
market incentives, and huge amounts 
of capital could be attracted to ESG 
investments.

Nonetheless, significant challenges 
r e m a i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  u n c e r t a i n 
performance expectations and 
evolving disclosure regimes. Despite 
innovation in the financial products 
channeling ESG investment, the supply 
of ESG instruments, such as green 

been turned into perpetual blamers. 
We blame government, them ‘up 
there’, over us ‘below’. No matter how 
much less power we feel we have, we 
are not utterly without power. There 
is always room for creativity, room for 
our action to change the nature of any 
given situation.

 The question is how do we realize 
our power and join the league of 
people who discover their own power, 
thereby transcending the culture of 
hopelessness? How do we convince 
those who choose criminality as an 
option out of economic downturn that 
the most vibrant sector of the Nigerian 
economy is hardly the organized 
public/private businesses but the 
unsung, ordinary trading by mostly 
illiterates in Isale Eko and similar 
places? How do we educate ourselves 
that democracy is not just about 
election but what we do every day?

 It is not about what is done 
for us, or done to us, but what we 
do daily. It is not what we prepare 
for when we become adults; it is 
how we interact with members of 
our family, neighbours, friends, 
colleagues etc. We need to discard 
all dangerous tendencies of mutual 
distrust and total lack of confidence 
in our nation and seemingly inbuilt 
attitude by many to hate the country. 
It is dismaying seeing fellow citizens 
putting up disposition and utterances 
that show absolute hatred for the 
country in the guise of fighting those 
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A
s  a t  t h e 
time I was 
concluding 
this piece 
on Friday, 

12,172 people had signed 
the petition to Nigerian 
policymakers, National 
Broadcasting Commission 
(NBC), the Presidency and 
the Nigerian public to stop 
airing the ongoing Big 
Brother Nigeria show. The 
sponsors of the petition say 
they are looking to reach 
20,000 signatures.

A group, which goes by 
the name Project for Hu-
man Development (PHD), 
on February 20 raised a pe-
tition asking the relevant 
government agencies to 
stop BBNaija “NOW”.

“The on-going TV Real-
ity show, Big Brother Nige-
ria is indeed a corruption 
of TV Reality shows. The 
Nigerian public is com-
plaining about the moral 
perversity in the House of 
the Big Brother Nigeria. In 
one episode last two weeks 
or so, the inmates were 
shown openly kissing and 

#BBNaija: We all have a choice

NMRC, mortgage sector and new initiatives

caressing one another. This 
is a celebration of obscen-
ity, eroticism and idleness,” 
said the petition signed by 
Miss Mojisola Araba on 
behalf of PHD.

“More importantly, it 
is a big mockery of Nige-
rian culture and tradition. 
Since the inmates are Ni-
gerians, they should have 
been projecting the Nige-
rian cultural heritage. But 
instead of doing that, they 
are bastardizing it,” it said.

It went on to contend 
that the biggest tragedy of 
the ongoing Big Brother 
Nigeria was that Nigerian 
children are also glued to 
the TV screen watching it.

“Children are our fu-
ture. Therefore we should 
protect them from lewd 
exposure, which might 
prevent their growth into 
free, independent and 
well-developed citizens,” 
it pontificated.

It called on the Nige-
rian Broadcasting Com-
mission (NBC) to “live up 
to its bidding as a body 
charged with controlling, 
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monitoring, regulating the 
electronic media and mon-
itoring of satellite trans-
mission in Nigeria”, add-
ing that “our TV stations 
cannot become dumping 
grounds for all sorts of im-
moral programs”.

It then urged those 
against the ongoing Big 
Brother Nigeria to sign the 
petition.

On February 23, the 
group updated its site with 
the news of a Lagos law-
maker, Segun Olulade, 
advising Lai Mohammed, 
minister of Information 
and Culture, on the nega-
tive implications of Big 
Brother Naija on the na-
tion’s culture and youths. 

“We cannot prevent 
our inquisitive young ones 
from watching the ob-
scene displays that per-
meate the show. I think 
the Nigeria Broadcasting 
Commission (NBC) should, 
without delay, stop this 
programme if this gov-
ernment means business 
in the promotion of our 
cultural values,” Olulade 

was quoted to have said.
Good points – at least 

until we begin to dissect 
them one after the other.

To start, TV shows, just 
like home videos, are rated. 
There are shows that are 
rated G (for general audi-
ence); some are rated PG 
(meaning that children 
can watch but they re-
quire parental guidance); 
some are rated 13, some 16, 
some 18, and so on, clearly 
indicating that they are for 
audiences up to and above 
those ages and that those 
below those ages should 
not watch.

In Nigeria, the Nigerian 
Film and Video Censors 
Board statutorily reviews 
and rates home videos 
before they are released 
into the market. If you as a 
parent allow your 10-year-
old to watch a home video 
that is rated 18 and which 
contains both violent and 
“erotic” scenes, do you 
turn around to blame the 
Censors Board or raise a 
petition for a ban on the 
movie?

In the same way, BBNaija 
is a rated show. It’s rated 18 
for mature viewing. That’s 
a bold-enough caveat. Any-
one watching it already 
knows what to expect.

It indeed smacks of 
parental irresponsibil-
ity for a parent, let alone 
a lawmaker, to come to 
the public and say “our 
children are also glued 
to the TV screen watch-
ing” a show that is clearly 
rated 18 or that “we cannot 

prevent our inquisitive 
young ones from watching 
the obscene displays that 
permeate the show”. By 
Jove, there is something 
called Parental Control 
service on your Pay TV. 
What do you think it’s 
for? Go ahead, block the 
channel that your children 
shouldn’t watch with a 
code and ensure none of 
them knows the code.

Alternatively, there 
are plenty other chan-
nels to choose from. My 
colleague who is versed 
in these things tells me 
that the lowest bouquet 
of MultiChoice’s GOtv – 
GOtv Lite which costs 
N400 subscription – has 20 
channels at the least. For 
DStv, of course it could be 
about double this number. 
Though I can’t guaran-
tee that GOtv Lite would 
show BBNaija, the point 
being made is that BBNaija 
channel is not a pop-up 
channel; it’s a channel you 
tune in to by choice. You 
can also choose not to tune 
in to it and choose other 
channels you like. You are 
totally in control of your 
remote control.

I very well understand 
the other argument about 
how the money used in 
sponsoring BBNaija should 
have been used to spon-
sor didactic programmes. 
What those who make 
those arguments forget is 
that PayPorte, the prime 
sponsor of BBNaija, is 
in business for profit. If 
you were a business and 

The inequality created 
by lack of affordable 
housing in Nigeria 

places a moral obligation 
on all housing stakehold-
ers to use every tool at 
their disposal to find solu-
tions to providing access 
to sustainable affordable 
housing finance.

N i g e r i a  h a s  h e av y 
housing burden with a 
‘constant’ housing deficit 
estimated at 17 million 
units and low home-own-
ership level put at a little 
above 10 percent. All these 
easily find explanation in 
the country’s mortgage 
system that has remained 
a fledgling, unable to fund 
even low cost housing.

The coming of the Nige-
rian Mortgage Refinance 
Company (NMRC), a sec-
ondary mortgage institu-
tion that is private sector-
driven with the public 
purpose of developing 
the primary and second-
ary mortgage markets by 
raising long‐term funds 
from the domestic capital 
market as well as foreign 
markets for providing ac-
cessible and affordable 
housing in Nigeria, was 
aimed to address this prob-
lem.

Government’s attempts 

the new system allows 
them to begin to man-
age their own systems by 
themselves using the uni-
form underwriting stan-
dards which NMRC has 
produced and, with that, 
they can evaluate their 
applications based on the 
underwriting standard.

It is hoped that the use 
of these systems, espe-
cially the MMIP, for federal 
and state governments 
mortgage asset registry 
will reduce cost of home-
ownership; eliminates 
breaks in the chain of 
title; improve hard naira 
savings on each loan for 
homeowners and lend-
ers, and reveal identity 
of servicer and investor 
available to homeowners 
via phone or internet.

at addressing the country’s 
housing problem with the 
establishment of both the 
Federal Mortgage Bank 
(FMBN) and National 
Housing Fund (NHF) to 
provide low interest rate 
mortgage for people to 
build or buy houses have 
been anything but suc-
cessful.

But the last two years 
have seen spirited efforts 
by the new refinance com-
pany to not only reposition 
the country’s mortgage 
sector, but also to break 
down barriers to home 
ownership by providing 
liquidity, affordability, ac-
cessibility and stability to 
the housing market.

The company has the 
vision to be the dominant 
housing partner in Nigeria 
by providing liquidity and 
access to affordable hous-
ing finance and, in line 
with that, it has come out 
with ambitious and inno-
vative initiatives aimed to 
improve mortgage market 
transactions and also fast-
track affordable housing 
delivery.

When the company 
was established, the man-
date given to it was to 
promote wider spread of 
home ownership, acces-

sibility and affordability 
which explains the setting 
up of what the company 
calls ‘Housing/Mortgage 
Market Information Por-
tal (MMIP)’ aimed to en-
able it to gather data for 
intelligence and profil-
ing of federal, states civil 
servants and informal 
sectors (off-takers) for af-
fordable housing.

This is an effective pol-
icy and decision making 
tool on land allocation, 
infrastructure and con-
cessions and, according 
to Charles Inyangete, the 
company’s CEO, “MMIP 
enables decision on creat-
ing polycentric cities in 
order to decongest ma-
jor urban centres”. The 
pilot implementation of 
this initiative was already 
taking place in six cities 
including Abuja, Lagos, 
Kano, Bauchi, Enugu, Port 
Harcourt.

Another initiative the 
company has come up 
with is the NMRC Mort-
g a g e  M a r ke t  S y s t e m 
(MMS) which is a trans-
formational change that 
integrates the entire hous-
ing market, covering con-
struction finance, primary 
and secondary mortgage.

The system which is 

available to all players 
in the housing industry 
has the benefit of remov-
ing duplications of ef-
fort in gathering data and 
documents; improving 
the turnaround time, re-
ducing the cycle time of 
transactions and helping 
in making homes more 
affordable.

Described as a world 
class system that brings 
all players in the mortgage 
and housing market into 
a centralised technology 
ecosystem, MMS allows 
a systematic market to 
operate and concentration 
of activities to take place.

What the system seeks 
to achieve, besides bring-
ing credibility and at-
tracting investors to the 
mortgage market, is also 
to let players and sundry 
individuals know what is 
going on in the market. 
“People come here asking 
about the market but they 
cannot get verifiable and 
dependable information”, 
said Inyangete, noting that 
the system creates a mar-
ketplace where there is in-
formation flow and people 
can see what is going on.

The system is a national 
market that is not only 
about mortgage but also 

the entire housing finance 
and so “the new system al-
lows us to see the pipeline 
projects and know who is 
bringing what to the mar-
ket, and as refinancers, it 
also allows us to time and 
determine when to go to 
the market to raise bonds.

 MMS also allows mar-
ket operators to track all 
the activities within the 
construction industry. 
With it they can see which 
developer is doing what 
and in which location. It 
also allows them to be-
gin to compare prices and 
know which property is 
being sold and in which 
location. This way, the 
developers will begin to 
be more competitive in the 
way they do their thing.

For the mortgage banks, 

you were in their shoes, 
wouldn’t you rather go to 
a place where you’re guar-
anteed that your bread 
would be buttered?

But who says there is 
nothing didactic about 
BBNaija? This is an ag-
glomeration of young 
Nigerians from different 
backgrounds and profes-
sions. For both viewers 
and housemates, learning 
goes on every day. Some 
of the housemates have 
been talking about what 
they have learnt from one 
another since they got into 
the Big Brother House. The 
icing on the cake is that 
along the line established 
artistes have been brought 
into the house to inspire 
the housemates. There 
was Falz d Bahd Guy, there 
was Ice Prince Zamani, 
there was Banky W, there 
was Mr Ibu (John Okafor), 
there was Omotola Jalade-
Ekeinde, among others.

The other part is that 
the BBNaija platform, 
apart from even the prize, 
is a sure route to fame for 
talented young ones who 
are looking for a launch 
pad. As Big Brother con-
tinues to tell nominated 
housemates during their 
eviction diary session, be-
ing in the consciousness 
of not just Nigerians but 
Africans and beyond for 
even a week is not a small 
deal. It is like giving them 
wings to fly. And those of 
them whose eyes are wide 
open will leverage the op-
portunity.

Talking Mortgage
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The Worshippers

Reverend Chidi Anthony, founder and general overseer of Kings in Christ Power 
Ministry, Lagos in this interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU believes unemployment and 
corruption are the major causes of insecurity in Nigeria. He also reveals efforts made 
by his ministry to assist the less-privileged through ‘Born Great Academy’. Excerpts: 

‘Injustice breeds insecurity in Nigeria’

How in your opinion can the 
Southern Kaduna crisis be resolved?

A
ccording to December 
30, 2016 petition SERAP 
sent to Dr. Callamard, the 
group urged Callamard 
to prevail on the Federal 

Government authorities to take mea-
sures to urgently secure the right to 
life, right to security and dignity of 
human person and right to property 
of citizens in Southern Kaduna, and 
to prevent further attacks by herds-
men and other unknown perpetra-
tors. The group asked UN to carry out 
an effective investigation into the cir-
cumstances surrounding the killings 
and to identify the perpetrators and 
bring them to justice, and to provide 
reparations to victims. If this is done, 
it will go a long way in resolving the 
issue of these barbaric killings. In my 
opinion, the Apostle’s statement was 
a “defensive statement”, I think it has 
been resolved since the Apostle said 
and I quote – “Prophets in the Bible 
are always hated; they misunderstood 
and they’re always confronted by the 
governments of their day. So, I have 
no grudge against anybody, I have no 
grudge against the President. I have 
no grudge against the DSS; I have no 
grudge against the police or anybody. 
They are doing their work; they might 
have gone about it wrongly: I am not 
angry with anybody and Nigerians 
should not be angry with anybody”.

There seems to be a general state 
of insecurity in the country; what is 
responsible for this?

The causes of insecurity in Nige-
ria are open and clear to most of us: 
Unemployment is a major cause in 
Nigeria; the teaming youths are over-
whelmed by the high rate of unem-
ployment in Nigeria. There is a good 
reason for paying unemployed youths 
a little stipend as is seen in developed 
countries. When an individual has 
been unemployed for a long time, they 
become tempted to partake in dubious 
activities. Another reason is imbal-
anced development in the country. 
There is an uneven pace of develop-
ment in different parts of the country; 
areas perceived as the oil rich region 
have its people looking out for more in 
terms of development and when this 
does not happen, they feel cheated 
and would often want to take laws 
into their hands via vandalism of oil 
pipelines in a bid to claim their right. 
This endangers and raises insecurity 
amongst the people.

Corruption is another thing in Nige-
ria. Embezzling public funds has thus 
gained popularity with virtually no 
consequence to the culprit. This breeds 
financial insecurity via increased pov-
erty as monies meant to better the 
lives of the people fail to reach them. 
Again is the issue of weak judicial sys-
tem; when the legal system has failed 
its people and allows people who have 
committed all sorts of atrocities to go 
free, then there is a breakdown of law 

and order in society. People often feel 
that they can get away with anything: 
most political leaders are more con-
cerned about the monetary value they 
will get from the posts they hold and 
have little or no interest in developing 
its community. Nigeria has an exten-
sive and porous border that is poorly 
guarded and it leaves the borders open 
for smuggling of arms and ammunition 
as well as cases of oil bunkering along 
coaster borders. With high influx of 
arms, cases like the penetration of in-
surgency are seen and this has led to a 
wide spread of insecurity especially in 
the Northeast.

A nation in recession, how did we 
get to this point in less than two years?

Nigeria got into the economic reces-
sion on account of concentration on 
a mono-product, oil economy. I want 
to say that we did not have economy 
before, Nigeria economy focused on 
oil resources and lacked productive 
base. Any economy that lacks pro-
ductive base is a rental economy; that 
is an economy that depends only on 
rents and it can never be the basis for 
development. Several scholars have 
proved that rents can never be used to 
measure economic growth, but Nigeria 
wanted to be the trajectory of devel-
opment because of the money coming 
from oil. We have had a rental econo-
my that was destined to fail when the 
oil price dropped: Nigeria is not the 
only oil producing country; there are 

other oil producing countries, which 
have refused to be mono-product, and 
they are doing very well. Examples of 
such countries are Malaysia and Iran; 
they did not have to depend on oil 
alone for development; Nigeria is not 
oil producing country instead it is the 
multinationals that are producing the 
oil for the country. Nigeria is a mere 
recipient of providential revenues and 
that cannot be used as basis of develop-
ment.

What role should the church play 
in nation building with all of these?

The churches came together under 
the umbrella of Christian Association 
of Nigeria (CAN) in 1976, today CAN 
is constituted by churches under five 
groupings that are the Catholic Secre-
tariat of Nigeria, The Christian Council 
of Nigeria, the Christian Pentecostal 
Fellowship of Nigeria/Pentecostal Fel-
lowship of Nigeria, the Organisation 
of African Independent Churches and 
Tarrayar Ekelesioyoyin Kristi. The role 
of the church is well stated in CAN 
objectives: “that they all may be one”. 
Whereas it has done relatively well in 
some aspects of its vision, CAN has a 
long journey to being the mega rallying 
point of Christians as the light that we 
are called to be for the Nigerian society.

Some people believe we spend on 
education as a nation without invest-
ing in education, what is your take on 
this?

Spending on education is literally, 

the paying for the services rendered 
in educational qualifications while in-
vesting in education means putting 
in place for a long term purposes all 
that is necessary to achieve standard 
education. In this nation, we actually 
spend on education not investing in 
education because many necessary 
amenities like scientific laboratories, 
standard libraries and ICT facilities 
are not farfetched. These inhibit the 
achievement of standard education in 
the nation thereby causing high rate of 
emigration. In our little way, the min-
istry established Born Great Academy 
primarily to help people who cannot 
afford qualitative education to make it 
affordable and we are creating an ave-
nue to assist people whether they have 
money or not, we will help with quali-
tative education. Born Great Academy, 
in a way will invest in education and 
with time, we shall produce students 
that will compete anywhere in the 
world.

What inspired the vision of the 
‘Born Great Academy’?

Born Great Academy was estab-
lished to help some parents who can-
not afford to train their children in 
expensive schools. We discovered 
that there are people in the church to-
day who are intelligent; we would not 
want their destiny to be wasted that 
is why we decided to introduce Born 
Great Academy to help the less privi-
lege obtain quality education. The vi-
sion had always been there, even in 
my house now, when you come to my 
house you will see lot of people living 
with me, at times people think they are 
my relation, I don’t even know where 
most of them come from.

I have never been a failure and any-
thing I start I see the hand of God in it. 
He who has given me the vision will 
make a provision, because where there 
is a vision there is always a provision, 
and where there is a mission there is 
always a vision to accomplish the mis-
sion. So since it is God’s WILL it is God’s 
BILL,

God will fund it  after all the or-
phans are there, God is the father of 
the orphans, if he refuse to sponsor his 
own children then I withdraw, I know 
the hand of God is on me and God can 
never stop half way.

We started the year with so much 
gloom, what do you foresee for the 
rest of 2017?

The Lord showed me of recent, 
the flag of this country fallen on the 
ground and I saw burial going on. In his 
word, believe God because prophesies 
come from Him, no matter how unbe-
lievable such prophecy sounds, believe 
it. Believe the true prophets of God, not 
those who prophecy because of money 
or properties. Appreciate the fact that 
God is sovereign, He has the right to 
change His mind, the fire honor Him, 
stop robbing Him, make Him happy, 
and win souls. Learn to fast, pray with-
out season and put away all forms of 
distraction.

Reverend Chidi Anthony
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T
he recent ruling by 
a Federal High Court 
in Port Harcourt in 
favour of Ali Modu-
Sheriff as the authen-

tic chairman of the People’s 
Democratic Party may have 
further plunged the party into 
deeper mess. It wouldn’t have 
been different either if the 
judgment was in favour of the 
Ahmed Makarfi faction. What 
it simply means is that the PDP 
may not return to a healthy 
situation where it can begin to 
think about contesting a general 
election.

The internal wrangling has 
already worked against the 
party in the gubernatorial elec-
tions held in Edo and Ondo 
States recently. With only one 
year to the next general elec-
tions, there’s nothing in sight 
suggesting that the PDP would 
overcome its challenges before 
them. For a party

that disastrously lost its hold 
on power at the centre, what 
it should have been doing to 
win back the electorate’s confi-
dence is to mount nation-wide 
relaunch campaign, pleading 
with Nigerians to forgive its folly 
and pledging a better deal next 
time around. The party should 
by now, be carrying out fresh 

No matter how hard life 
appears to be in Nige-
ria, it is still better to 

live here as a free born than 
to live like a slave, a fugitive 
or a vagabond in countries 
where their streets are paved 
with gold; if indeed, I doubt if 
there is any of such. A good 
number of Nigerians fled or 
are still fleeing Nigeria on 
account of the hardship they 
go through here, but it is be-
coming clearer to those with 
this mind-set that no place 
can be better than home. In 
the last three months, many 
Nigerians have either volun-
tarily returned or deported 
from some countries where 
they had escaped to in order 
to pick foreign currencies on 
the streets. So they thought!

Most times, when they 
arrive the airport in Nige-
ria, they burst into songs of 
praise, expressing gratitude to 
God and the government for 
making it possible for them to 
make it back to Nigeria alive. 
They always have unbeliev-
able tales of maltreatment 
and of slavish conditions 
they are made to go through 
in these foreign lands.

A few days ago about 171 
Nigerians returned from 
Libya, telling stories of the 

The Nigerian child is very 
unfortunate in society 
he has found himself. 

A child is trained not only 
by his immediate parents or 
guardians, but by everybody 
in society. He looks at people 
and chooses his role models. 
In the days gone by, there were 
many things that were neither 
said nor done when children 
where around. The sensitiv-
ity of their fragile minds was 
always being considered. So, 
parents for instance, were not 
used to telling blatant lies, even 
if such lies were jokes when 
children were around.

Today, values and virtues 
have been so eroded that so-
called role models engage in 
discussions and activities that 
leave indelible dangerous im-
pressions in the mind of chil-
dren. Take for instance, the 
issue about President Muham-
madu Buhari’s health. In the 
21st Century Nigeria, leaders 
so-called are telling open lies 
on the true position of the 
President’s health. They said 
the president was “hale and 
hearty,” they told the children 

PDP going, going…? Why are we like this?

Deception incorporated?
No place like home

One of the signs of the peril-
ous times as recorded in 
the Christian holy book is 

that men will be lovers of them-
selves… Perhaps, there’s no other 
place on the planet earth that this 
prophesy is fulfilled the way it 
does in Nigeria. Today, everything 
is about self; no consideration 
for other people. Elected public 
office holders go into office and 
convert the public purse into 
their personal property. They 
even steal more than they need. 
Even with all the purported in-
novations in the banking system 
to check fraud and all that, there 
are humongous crimes of money 
laundering going on.

We hear about people owning 
fat bank accounts with false iden-
tities which question the rationale 
behind the BVN number innova-
tion. Somebody stashed some 
$9.7million and £74, 000 cash in 
a slum far away from his house 
where he lives. Some people hide 
their loots in a farmland; some 
bury theirs in soak-away; others 
hide theirs in overhead water 
tanks. So many unimaginable 
things are happening. Little won-
der that Nigeria earned $300 bil-
lion from crude oil sales between 
2014 and 2016 according to NNPC 
estimates, yet there’s nothing to 

membership registration. The 
abysmal performance of the 
current administration could 
have offered the PDP the needed 
springboard to launch back to 
power effortlessly, but it appears 
the party is not seeing things 
from this perspective.

In a country where corrup-
tion thrives, those who may 
want to see the extinction of 
the PDP could go through the 

judiciary. All it will take is to 
get the judges to sit on the case, 
employing delay tactics and 
endless adjournments. When 
it continues till first quarter of 
2018, you will begin to see many 
of the members jumping ship 
and leaving alone the carcass. 
It is therefore, doubtful if the 
umbrella party will contest in 
2019, which is the reason for all 
the muscle-flexing.

show for it. How can a country 
be so rich on paper but close to 65 
percent of its population are living 
in abject poverty?

Here is a country where no 
one bothers to find out the source 
of other people’s sudden wealth. 
A man goes into political office 
today, by next month he has built 
an estate. Government is full of 
excuses why things are not work-
ing well. Every day they are living 
like kings and their children are 
schooling and living in some of 
the best countries. Why are we 
like this?

If Britain had not made judi-
cious use of the money they gen-
erate, would there be world class 
hospitals for our presidents to run 
to? If the United States of America 
had frittered away their wealth; 
if India had wasted its resources, 
where would they have got the 
hospitals that many Nigerians run 
to for help?

The joy of wealth is when it 
goes around. I wonder the kind of 
happiness and joy some Nigerians 
experience by stealing away the 
money that should have been 
spread to enhance the wellbeing of 
a larger number of people. I think 
something dreadfully is wrong 
with the species of black race in 
Nigeria.

in the country that their presi-
dent was “in high spirits,” they 
brought in pictures to authen-
ticate their claim. Yet, a man 
who is supposedly healthy 
has postponed his return to his 
country twice- under the guise 
that he wants to rest for a little 
more time.

The handling of the Pres-
ident’s health has been so 
politicised by politicians in the 
corridors of power that it has 
become very irritating to the 
ears. Even children are begin-
ning to wonder what a coun-
try Nigeria is. The Buhari we 
know is passionate about his 
job and providing leadership 
for Nigeria; at a time he wants 
to redeem the country from 
the hands of corrupt people, is 
it when he should voluntarily 
flee the country?

Don’t forget that the man, 
in his quest to preside over 
Nigeria stood the rigour of 
touring all the states of the 
federation to canvass for votes. 
How would anybody think 
that such a person can pos-
sibly chicken-out of office? 
But it is painful that rather 

than telling our children that 
their president is sick, his aides 
and some other politicians in 
power are painting a picture 
of Buhari being a superman or 
immortal. Why lying brazenly, 
yet in the same breath calling 
for national prayers for the 
president? It does not add-up.

We must raise a genera-
tion of children that will have 
respect for its leaders by the 
actions and inactions of such 
leaders. Imagine a president of 
a country who left his job for 
a supposedly 0-day vacation 
in London, he first extended 
the holiday and again the sec-
ond time, yet nobody is cred-
ible enough to tell the people 
he leads the true position of 
things. It has been secrecy 
upon secrecy and lies upon lies. 
And Buhari was said to have 
told Nigerians not to expect 
him back soon and that there’s 
no cause for alarm. How is it 
that, there’s no cause for alarm 
and the president has refused 
to come back to his work or 
have the demons in Aso Rock 
(according to Reuben Abati) 
started scaring someone away?

level of hardship they expe-
rienced there. In many parts 
of the world, there are many 
Nigerians who wish they 
could return to Nigeria. Like 
the prodigal son, they are like 
vagabonds in foreign lands; 
always hiding away from 
authorities. Some of them 
are targets of attack. Despite 
the fact that many Nigerians 
are being killed in South Af-
rica, some Nigerians are still 
sneaking into that country, 
thinking that’s where their 
destiny lies.

A good number of Nige-
rians have lost their lives 
and whatever they made in 
such countries. There’s a man 
called Elimelech, who left his 
native country of Bethlehem 
Judah for Moab. He was run-
ning away from famine and 
harsh economic situation but 
he died in Moab along with 
his two sons. The saddest 
part of the story is that some 
of those who are desperate to 
go to Europe end up dying in 
the desert or high seas.

Some families in Nigeria 
today still hope that their 
children are alive whereas 
such people have long ago 
died and decayed in the open 
desert. We must look well 
before we leap.



Udom’s investiture: A reward 
for hard work ahead of 2019

W
hen Governor 
Emmanuel of 
Akwa Ib om 
State was hon-
oured by the 

Ati Annang Foundation as a pa-
tron alongside his wife during the 
group’s Annual General Meeting 
in Ikot Ekpene on February 18, it 
turned out to be recognition of 
his hard work and an endorse-
ment for more work to be done 
in the years to come.

The event which attracted 
people from all walks of life in-
cluding politicians from far and 
wide, business men and women 
as well as women groups, youths 
as well as social  cultural organ-
isations across the state, was a 
climax of a week-long activity 
that also saw the presentation 
to scholarships to deserving stu-
dents from the senatorial district.

Its significance could be seen 
from many fronts. First, Ati An-
nang, a socio-cultural organisa-
tion which is the brain behind 
the foundation has been resolute 
in its commitment to the unity 
among the other ethnic groups 
in the state and has been at the 
forefront of granting scholarship 
to deserving students to further 
their education. It is a develop-
ment in which the people have 
been known for years which has 
helped them to become one of the 
most focused groups, dedicated to 
a common goal and with a unity 
of purpose.

This was clearly demonstrat-
ed when the group honoured 
Governor Emmanuel as its patron 
and the wife as a member having 
thought through it and found 
the two worthy of such a great 
honour.

According to the organisers, 
the investiture is an “opportunity 
for the people to thank God for 
answering the prayers of the 
majority Akwa Ibom people to 
give them a man after His heart 
to continue and or consolidate on 
the uncommon transformation 
of his predecessor and current 
Senate minority leader, Godswill 
Akpabio, the former governor of 
the state.”

They maintain that it is  also 
a forum “to appreciate their own, 
a worthy in-law, who has not 
only taken care of their daughter 
and others, but has through dint 
of hard work, sincerity of pur-
pose, commitment and dexterity 
made positive imprints and kept 
legacies for posterity both in the 
banking industry, the church 
and the secular communities. 
Annang people are very fond of 
and hold sacred respect to three 
classes of persons – in-laws, chil-
dren and lineages.”

Quite significantly, it was an 
opportunity for the Annangs, the 
second largest ethnic nationality 

become compassionate mother, 
respectful and submissive helper, 
prayer companion and a virtuous 
woman.’’

Talking about the governor’s 
achievements since his assump-
tion of office, the former banker 
has brought his wealth of experi-
ence he garnered in the financial 
sector to bear in the governance 
of Akwa Ibom State and the divi-
dends are visible in many sectors.

In the of payment of the back-
log of arrears owed pensioners in 
the state, the prompt payment of 
salary to workers, the continuous 
payment of examination fees for 
final year students in secondary 
schools and the state govern-
ment’s commitment, the gover-
nor has done it passionately.

Armed with his 5-point agen-
da of wealth creation, economic 
and political inclusion, poverty 
alleviation, wealth creation as 
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in the state “to articulate, analyse, 
recollect and perhaps, ventilate 
on a position – a position that 
will shape the course of event in 
the state,’’ adding that it was also 
a platform for them to make “a 
statement of hope; a statement 
of unity and brotherhood; a state-
ment of trust and confidence; a 
statement of love, equity, good 
conscience and fairness; a state-
ment of appreciation.”

There is no doubt that Gov-
ernor Emmanuel has “done a 
lot in the development of the 
entire state even with the lean 
resources at his disposal,’’ clearly 
explaining the reason he is being 
honoured  by the Ati Annang 
Foundation alongside his wife, a 
proud daughter of the area.

For the wife, Martha, she 
has “become not only a blessing 
to the people of the area but 
to the entire state  as she has 

well as infrastructure consolida-
tion and expansion, the governor 
has been unwavering in achiev-
ing much more for the state in all 
the listed areas.

For instance, the state gov-
ernment has moved to expand 
the physical infrastructure of 
the state with the construction 
of several roads as well as em-
barking on major projects across 
the three senatorial districts in-
cluding industrial development 
projects.

Beginning with Uyo, the state 
capital, a dual carriage to link 
Etinan down to Eket has com-
menced and work is progressing 
remarkably as the contractors are 
working day and night making 
use of the dry season. Arguably, 
one of the most ambitious road 
projects, there is also the con-
struction of Etinan-Ndon Eyo 
road to link the East-West road in 

which a good percentage of work 
has been achieved.

In the same vein, the construc-
tion of Uyo-Ikot Ekpene road 
which was initiated by the previ-
ous administration in the state is 
receiving attention and Governor 
Udom Emmanuel has promised 
to ensure its completion sooner 
than later.

According to the Governor, 
part of the delay has been due to 
the much litigation by property 
owners along the highway af-
fected by the road construction 
saying that the best approach 
should be that of dialogue in re-
solving all outstanding issues so 
that the work can be completed 
without any further delay.

It is not only in the area of 
road project and bridges that the 
state government has engaged its 
resources since 2015 when the 
present administration came into 
office, it has similarly pursued the 
provision of free and compulsory 
education in primary and sec-
ondary schools, continued with 
the free healthcare for women 
and children and rehabilitated 
many hospitals in various parts 
of the state.

As explained by Charles Udoh, 
commissioner for information 
and strategy, the state govern-
ment is committed to fulfilling 
its campaign promises, adding 
that this would not be done in 
a grandstanding manner but in 
real terms.

“We have started a tooth pick 
factory. Nigeria is importing 
tooth-pick from China. So if my 
government sits back and says 
until we can build an automobile 
industry to start industrialisa-
tion, nothing will happen. So we 
must start from somewhere,’’ he 
said.

Another major significance of 
the investiture was the ‘political 
statement’ that was anxiously 
being anticipated that was made 
by no other personality than 
Godswill Akpabio, the Senate mi-
nority leader and the immediate 
past governor of the state.

It should be noted that the 
physical transformation that has 
been witnessed in Akwa Ibom 
State between 2007 and 2015 was 
the brain child of the former gov-
ernor who built the first flyovers 
in the state capital.

Addressing the gathering, 
Akpabio who was in his best 
elements and being on a familiar 
terrain said it loud and clear in no 
uncertain terms as the audience 
cheered and yearned for more.

“This is the period God brought 
you because of your administra-
tive capabilities, because of your 
financial prowess, because of 
your abilities. God will not allow 
anybody on earth to shake you, 
anybody that wants to eat from 
you should eat from you but no-
body should compare you with 
Clement Isong who had problems 
from Joseph Wayas from Ogoja, 
today there is neither Abuja nor 
home front. We have only one 
front. Let us stop all these things 
because divided we fall, united 
we stand”.

Akpabio was not done yet as 
he hit the nail on its head, urging 
the people to come together in 
supporting Governor Emmanuel 
for a second term.

An investiture of Governor Udom Emmanuel of Akwa Ibom State along with his wife by a 
socio-cultural foundation provided an opportunity for a political statement ahead of next 
elections with his remarkable achievements coming into focus, ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK.

PersonalityOfTheWeek

Governor Udom Emmanuel



What is your take on the 
Federal Government proposed 
N5000 monthly stipend to the 
less-privileged?

W
ell, I have mixed 
re a c t i o n s  t o 
t h i s  i s s u e . 
What the Fed-
eral  Govern-

ment is doing is what Americans 
call social security allowance to 
certain categories of Americans. 
I think that American social 
security is well marshaled out. 
For us here, the intention might 
be good but of course, the value 
it will give out to socio-economic 
development is doubtful. For me, 
I want to say that it is a quick fix 
that may not be sustainable in the 
first instance, which will not give 
much value to our economy. The 
only value

I think it can give to the econ-
omy is that it can momentarily 
enhance their purchasing power 
but how much the N5000 can go 
with all the

inflation around us is a differ-
ent ball game.  So, I think govern-
ment ought to have enhanced the 
programme; it is already going 
on in the form of empowerment, 
even though I do not know the 
details. I also want to say that the 
government would have equally 
keyed into what the former ad-
ministration did through U-WIN 
programme because I know that 
in that one you have to undergo 
capacity training programme to 
learn a skill before government 
can give you seed money for you 
to go into entrepreneurship.  That 
one I think is much more valuable 
to our economy, to the growth of 
SME and of course, will go a long 
way to

checking unemployment.  But 
I am aware that there is what 
they call empowerment today but 
the spirit and letter of that pro-
gramme I am yet to grasp with it. 
How far government would go by 
giving out N5000 to the category 
of people they called the poorest 
of the poor in Nigeria is what I 
don’t know. It is better to teach a 
man how to fish than to be

dashing him fish. It will make 
the man more indolent, it will not 
challenge the person to be a little 
more creative and productive, 
which is the way I am looking 
at it. I don’t know whether this 
group of people has any skill at all. 
I think what government should 
have done for those poorest of the 
poor is to give certain capacity 
training for them to learn a skill 
and may be, can give them seed 

‘Giving out N5000 to some Nigerians 
will not fight recession in any way’

Interview

money to start entrepreneurship 
programme.

Could the N5000 be a part of 
government’s plan to cushion 
the effect of recession, especially 
on the part of those they regard 
as the poorest of the poor? And 
what do you think should be 
done to get out of the recession?

Well, giving out N5000 to 
some Nigerians will not help 
fight recession in any way.  I don’t 
know whether this category of 
Nigerians are parents or single, 
whether they have skill or not, 
so if it is meant to checkmate the 
hardship Nigerians are facing for 
inflation, well may be about 0.5 
percent, because actually reces-
sion is not just about consumer-
ism, recession is about setting 
up blocks, structure that would 
help us to get out of recession and 
make our economy to be stable 
that is the productivity that it 
demands. 

The N5000 you give to an in-
dividual honestly cannot in any 
way make such a person start 
any productive business. It is just 
consumerism.  For me, I don’t 
see how it can help us recover 
from recession. It is just pocket 
money may be, for one week, I 
do not know whether it can get 
to one month depending on who 

the people they are giving the 
money are.  

Are they parents, do they 
have families or are they drop 
outs from school lazing away and 
claiming that they don’t have job 
meanwhile they don’t have skills 
doing any job?  

Honestly, it could have been 
better that government chan-
neled these fund to help SMEs de-
velopment and goals rather than 
dashing social money, because 
that is what I called it, to this class 
of individuals.

Recession has been so hard in 
the country that in some parts 
of Enugu recently, kerosene sold 
for N600 per litre. What do you 
suggest should be done?

Honestly, I get confused in the 
country because I was thinking 
that one of the cardinal pro-
grammes of this government is 
to make our refineries functional 
and you know kerosene is one 
of the products from crude oil. I 
do not know first of all how our 
refineries are doing, because if 
you are refining, some of these by-
products will be available for our 
citizens to use, but as it stands, it 
is like they are all being imported 
and you know the cost of foreign 
exchange now.

If you want to import fuel or 

kerosene, you have to source your 
foreign exchange and of course 
that is affecting the prices. Those 
who can import are not finding it 
easy to access Dollar for their im-
portation and those who manage 
to source their foreign exchange 
have to sell to make profit. 

The issue of bringing back 
our refinery to optimal capac-
ity functioning has remained a 
recurring decimal of promises 
of past administrations not just 
this one. But I was thinking that 
the expectation and confidence 
Nigerians had for this admin-
istration that they would come 
and fix all these things based on 
their campaign promises, would 
have started manifesting. But it 
is still the same old story. Today, 
it is functioning, tomorrow it is 
relaxed and all what not. Our 
refineries need to be functional.  

When we export it for refining 
and import the product into the 
country, the effect is that Nigeri-
ans will continue to suffer. It is a 
slight on us. The recession is

fighting harder of course. The 
issue of foreign exchange remains 
the key in sourcing out some of 
the elements in the recession 
we are in at the present. Just like 
kerosene as I told you, our refiner-
ies are not functioning optimally; 
so we have to resort to importa-
tion of these by-products of crude 
and the cost of foreign exchange 
has made it very expensive for 
importers who can even access 
the foreign exchange as it is today. 
So, that is part of our problem and 
government needs to come up 
with CBN with impactful policy 
that would cushion the effect of 
what we are suffering today. As 
for me, I do not know whether 
petrol is being subsidised. 

They said subsidy has been 
removed, if it is true, it entails 
that subsidy has to come back 
especially in essential products 
like kerosene that is usually used 
by the poor. It means that govern-
ment needs to subsidise this prod-
uct because of the current foreign 
exchange we are experiencing. 

The welfare of the citizen is 
the focal essence of governance. 
I think this government is ex-
periencing some challenges in 
stabilising petroleum products in 
the country. 

By and large no matter how 
you look at it, the welfare of the 
citizen is central and government 
has to consider it if it becomes so 
imperative that kerosene needs 
to be subsidised because it is the 
poor that is using it. It is not about 
fuel you can say that any man 

Emeka Okereke is the director-general, Enugu Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture (ECCIMA). In this 
interview with REGIS ANUKWUOJI, the DG expressed doubt that the Federal Government’s stipend to some categories of 
citizens may not be able to address the problem of poverty in the country. He explained that such a quick-fix is not what the 
country actually needed at the moment. He also spoke on other issues: Excerpts:

who can afford a vehicle should 
be able to fuel his car and most 
people who use kerosene are 
resorting to firewood and you 
know the effect of deforestation 
in our environment. So govern-
ment needs to do something 
and quickly too, face the reality 
that the citizens are suffering 
and come up with appropriate 
measure to cushion the effect, 
because Nigerians are suffering. 

 There are no two ways about 
it. Even the rich are suffering 
now how much more the poor-
est of the poor, and for govern-
ment to even think in its own 
wisdom that they need to assist 
the poorest of the poor let them 
convert this N5000 to subsidis-
ing kerosene.  You know, some-
thing that will have a common 
effect on the greater percentage 
of the citizens; I think it will 
make some meaning. 

They should strive harder to 
fix our refineries too, to stabilise 
our energy sector that will go 
a long way in stabilising our 
economy because the cost en-
ergy is too high, and of course 
you know the issue of electric-
ity supply has gone so badly 
recently. I learnt that we were 
generating about 4000mega 
watts but in reality late last year 
and now public power genera-
tion has degenerated to a lower 
step and you know the impact it 
is having on industry. We are also 
calling on the Federal Govern-
ment to see how it can partner 
with the investors in the power 
sector- DISCOs and GENCOs- to 
see the issue of gas supply which 
of course is what we use to gener-
ate energy. 

The hydro electricity is com-
ing down because we are in the 
dry season.  The water level is 
coming down so all these mix 
are very important and central 
for our coming out of the present 
recession because it boils down 
that the productivity level will 
continue to be low if these chal-
lenges are still been experienced 
in the business sector. It is a com-
plex problem and it is not easy for 
the government. 

The citizens also need to sup-
port the government to see how 
we can come out of the challenges 
we are having.  it is not just about 
government, it is also about us 
the citizens though the onus lies 
on those that sourced our votes 
and our concern to govern us to 
find a way to drive our recovery 
because it is government that 
develop policies and set agenda 
for our developmental goals.
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Youth discontented with politics 
yet less likely to vie or even vote

W
hen law enforcement of-
ficers rounded up a group 
of political demonstrators 
in The Gambia’s capital, 
Banjul, in December 2016, 

most of those arrested were young people. 
They were protesting against The Gambia’s 
then-president Yahya Jammeh’s decision to 
stay in office after having initially conceded 
defeat to his electoral opponent, Adama 
Barrow. Under sustained local and inter-
national pressure, he finally relinquished 
power and went into exile.

The Gambian protests were just one of 
a series that have gripped many countries 
across the continent over the last 10 years. 
In 2015 and 2016 alone, about half of the 
continent experienced major protests, Af-
ricanews, a pan-African news broadcaster, 
reported. 

Before The Gambia, Ethiopia’s Oromia 
and Amhara Regions garnered attention 
as scores of people protested almost daily, 
first over land ownership issues and soon 
over political exclusion. In South Africa, 
proposed hikes of tuition fees unleashed 
students on the streets to demand deep 
reforms in university education. 

In the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), uncertainties about the end of Presi-
dent Joseph Kabila’s constitutional mandate 
provoked protests and riots in the capital, 
Kinshasa, and across the country for the 
better part of the year. 

In Zimbabwe, a social media campaign 
in 2016 against the prolonged stay in office 
of President Robert Mugabe drove protest-
ers into the streets, the latest in a string of 
demonstrations against his government 
over the past decade. 

Media reports on street demonstrations 
routinely highlight the active presence of 
youth at the helm of these political and 
social discontents across the continent. 
Spreading from Tunisia, the Arab Spring 
was inspired by youth protests. In Egypt, 
young activists were instrumental in ush-
ering in political change that seems to have 
been gradually reversed, while in West 
Africa, Senegalese activists from Y’en a 
Marre (Fed Up) and Burkina Faso’s Le Balai 
Citoyen (Citizen Broom) were successful in 
mobilizing against constitutional changes 
in their respective countries. 

In other countries, such as Burundi, 
Central African Republic and Gabon, young 
people were active in voicing their discon-
tent over a variety of issues, including free 
and fair elections. 

Yet despite the increasing role of youth 
in political protests, studies suggest that 
political participation, which involves 
more than protesting, lags among those 
aged 18-35. 

“African youth are less likely to vote in 
national elections, engage in civic activities 
or join others in raising an issue, compared 
to their elders,” Michael Bratton, professor 
of political science and African studies at 
Michigan State University in the United 
States, told Africa Renewal. 

Professor Bratton referred to a survey 
published in August 2016 by Ghana-based 
Afrobarometer, an independent pan-
African research network that conducts 
public opinion surveys, of which he is a co-
founder. Conducted in 36 countries across 
the continent, the survey found that only 
65% of young people eligible to vote cast a 
vote in their country’s last national election, 
compared to almost 80% of older people. 

Suspicions and hurdles
So why is it that, despite being more ac-

tive than their elders in political protests, 
young people are often less engaged in 

the overall political processes across the 
continent? 

“The situation is not unique to Africa,” 
says Professor Bratton. “The trend is global.” 

Among the key reasons is the overall 
reluctance by young activists on the conti-
nent to associate themselves with partisan 
politics, as there is a lack of trust of young 
people in their current elected representa-
tives. There is often a perception among 
youth in some countries that politicians are 
generally corrupt and whoever associates 
with them is bound to be corrupted. 

Boniface Mwangi, a firebrand and 
popular Kenyan young political activist, 
raised eyebrows in his country when he 
announced in 2016 that he would stand for 
a parliamentary seat in 2017. At his book 
signing event, held in New York in January, 
a bewildered young woman confronted 
Mr. Mwangi. “What makes you think you 
won’t become just like them?” she asked. 
Another Kenyan demanded to know from 
Mr. Mwangi: “You have denounced them 
as corrupt, and now you want to join them? 
What makes you think you won’t become 
just like them?” The young politician’s re-
sponse that he is “principled and will not 
change” did not seem to convince most of 
the young Kenyans at the event. 

When young people protest on the 
streets, they usually do so under the ban-
ners of civic and nonpartisan groups. “We 
are not politicians, we are citizens and we 
don’t want to be beholden to political par-
ties,” Idrissa Barry of Le Balai Citoyen told 
Africa Renewal. They say they want to stay 
nonpartisan beyond the protests in order to 
continue to hold politicians accountable. 

Yet by refusing to hold political office, 
young people appear to be denying them-
selves opportunities to participate in policy 
making and changing the laws. Other prob-
lems they face when they want to run for 
election include disparities between voting 
and eligibility ages. In most countries “there 
is a gap between the legal…voting age and 
the age at which an individual can serve in 
elective office,” noted a 2013 United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) guide on 

enhancing youth participation throughout 
the electoral cycle. While the average voting 
age across the continent is 18.2 years, the age 
for vying is 22.1 years.

“An African skills revolution is needed 
to unlock the potential, the energy, the 
creativity and the talents of Africa’s young 
men and women,” said Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma, the former chairperson of the Africa 
Union (AU) Commission, early this year. 

As African leaders converged in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, last January to discuss 
how to ensure the continent fully benefits 
from the opportunities offered by its young 
population, and how to tackle unemploy-
ment, Ms. Dlamini-Zuma said engaging 
youth, creating jobs, transforming econo-
mies, including through diversification, 
modernising and industrializing agriculture 
and investing in young people were the 
ways forward. 

AU youth charter
The AU acknowledged the importance 

of investing in young people by adopting the 
African Youth Charter about 10 years ago and 
later declaring 2009 through 2018 the “African 
Youth Decade.” It developed an action plan to 
empower youth and promote their participa-
tion in politics. Yet, as events in many African 
cities and various surveys, have shown, plans 
to get more youth elected to political office 
have not been translated into action.  Less 
than two years before the end of the youth 
decade in 2018, there is not much evidence 
that governments have conceived, let alone 
implemented, youth-targeted programmes to 
encourage their participation in the political 
processes, except in a few countries. 

Some countries have resorted to affirma-
tive action to ensure youth are represented 
in parliament. According to the UNDP, 
Uganda reserves five seats in its parlia-
ment for youth representatives. In Kenya, 
12 parliamentary seats are reserved for 
representatives to be nominated by po-
litical parties to represent special interests, 
including youth, people with disabilities and 
workers. In Rwanda, the National Youth 
Council elects two members to the chamber 
of deputies. In Morocco, the election law 

includes 30 seats reserved for candidates 
under the age of 40. 

Most youth initiatives on the continent, 
however, appear to be more about provid-
ing jobs and decent education than par-
ticipation in the political system, including 
representation. 

During the run-up to the presidential 
election in Tanzania in October 2015, ob-
servers noted that the country’s youth could 
tip the poll to the opposition coalition, thus 
ending the decades-long presence of the 
incumbent party at the helm of the East 
African country since independence. They 
cited the use of social media platforms as a 
campaign tool, the involvement of scores 
of young people as election monitors and 
the high attendance of youth at opposition 
rallies. 

Digital activism as an alternative mode of 
political participation has increased youth 
participation in civic affairs and “low poli-
tics,” according to the Global Youth Develop-
ment Index and Report 2016. By low politics 
the report meant social and environmental 
issues, mostly at local levels. “Young people 
are using social media to express their opin-
ion, participate in campaigns and organize 
protests,” said the report.

However, for all the momentum created 
by the Arab Spring and the successes of 
youth involvement in electing new leaders 
in Burkina Faso, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Gabon, Niger and Senegal, it appears 
this has had little impact in raising political 
engagement among the youth in Africa. 

According to Professor Bratton, this 
may be attributed to “media reports and 
the extensive use of social media platforms 
by young people,” which may have con-
tributed to presenting a distorted view of 
the real influence wielded by youth across 
the continent.

Yet even as youth remain less engaged 
than older people in all other categories of 
political participation, with the exception of 
demonstrations and protests, the Tanzanian 
experience showed that they may have 
found their voice on social media, and are 
participating in politics in a different way. 

FRANCK KUWONU
©: Africa Renewal 
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Over regulation

M
ost sectors in 
Nigeria’s grow-
ing $521 billion 
economy are 
really under 

the heavy weight of exces-
sive regulation. Operators in 
advertising, aviation, SMEs to 
telecoms, among others have 
raised voices over excessive 
regulations.

For instance, the operators 
in the outdoor advertising busi-
ness have repeatedly attrib-
uted their present declining 
fortunes and vacant billboards 
partly on over regulation and 
multiple taxations.

Impact on Advertising in-
dustry

“Primary among the issues 
that have seriously challenged 
our practice is the emerging 
unfriendly environment oc-
casioned by suffocating regu-
lations, very high financial de-
mands by way of outrageous 
and unjustifiable permit fees. 
Policies of the signage and ad-
vertising agencies and their 
likes that have now mush-
roomed across the country 
both at the states and federal 
levels leading clients to either 
cut down drastically on their 
budget or out-rightly abandon 
us for other media platforms 
such as digital media” President 
of Outdoor Advertising Associ-
ation of Nigeria, OAAN Tunde 
Adedoyin lamented recently.

Adedoyin’s groaning is not 
different from operators in 
other sectors who have almost 
carried placards on the conse-
quences of over regulation in 
the system which has partly 
made ease of doing business in 
Nigeria difficult.

Poor Ease of Doing Business 
rating

The World Bank had in Ease 
of Doing Business Report 2017 
ranked Nigeria 169th position 
out of 190 countries. One of the 
contributors to this poor rating 
is over-regulation and multiple 
taxation.

The report shows that most 
improvement for Nigeria is 
in the area of access to credit 
where the country moved up 
by 16th position. Details of 
the report reveal that Nigeria 
ranked 138th position in terms 
of Starting a Business, 174th 
position in terms of Getting 
Construction Permit, 180th po-
sition in terms of Getting elec-
tricity, 182nd position in terms 
of Registering Property, 44th 
position in terms of Getting 
Credit, 32nd position in terms 
of Protecting minority inves-
tors, 182nd position in terms 
of Paying Taxes, 181st position 
in terms of Trading Across Bor-
ders, 139th position in terms of 
Enforcing Contracts, and 140th 
position in terms of Resolving 
insolvency.

Even with caution in beer 
drinking advertisement, regu-
lators still stipulated limited 
time-belt for beer advertising. 
In 2014, the Nigerian media 
industry which relies heavily 
on advertising for sustainabil-

ity made about N4.6 billion in 
advertising from beer industry 
alone. It is therefore estimated 
that this figure could possibly 
be more if there was no limited 
time-belt for beer advertising. 
The media industry employs 
thousands of Nigerians who 
are paid through this source of 
income.

Regrettably, it is gathered 
that Advertising, Public Re-
lations, Activation, printing 
companies have lost businesses 
worth more than N50 billion in 
the last 10 years since tobacco 
companies alone cannot adver-
tise, do promotions and public-
ity of  their products.

 Unlike the alcohol indus-
try which was granted ‘cau-
tion’ and time- belt status in its 
advertising, National Tobacco 
Control Act, 2015 regulates 
all aspects of tobacco control 
including smoke free places, 
tobacco advertising and pro-
motion, tobacco packaging and 
labeling, protection against to-
bacco industry interference, 
and product disclosure, among 
other areas. This has limited 
tobacco firms to engage in CSR, 
sponsorships and advertising.

 It is not only the media in-
dustry that is losing, the pack-
aging and allied businesses 
that serve the tobacco indus-
try are also stifled due to this 
over-regulation of the tobacco 
industry. And this has severe 
consequences on employment, 
contribution to GDP and rev-
enues to the media and other 
agencies that employ many Ni-
gerians.

For sake of the economy 
at the same time protecting 
health of Nigerians, tobacco 
companies in Nigeria could be 
allowed to advertise but with 
the necessary caution and 
health warning. This would be 
in compliance to WHO which 
notes that tobacco remains one 
of the major causes of disease 
and premature deaths among 
young people.

 Telecoms sector
Today, telecom sector which 

has grown to contribute up to 
10 percent to GDP is complain-
ing of multiple taxations. A re-
port says the telecom industry 
is already exposed to various 
levels of taxation like the Com-
pany Income Tax, NITDA Levy, 
Education Tax, Annual Operat-
ing Levy on Net Revenue and 
VAT on consumption of ser-

vices. In addition to these taxes, 
there is again a proposal in the 
National Assembly to impose 9 
per cent Communications Ser-
vice Tax (CST), which is pres-
ently at the Committee for Tele-
communications in the House 
of Representatives for review.

BusinessDay recent report 
explained  that Communica-
tion Service Tax (CST) Bill 2015, 
if passed, will require consum-
ers of voice, data, short message 
service (SMS), multimedia mes-
sage services (MMS) and pay 
TV services, to pay a 9 percent 
tax on the fees paid for the use 
of these services. “The tax will 
be collected in addition to the 5 
percent Value Added Tax (VAT) 
that consumers already pay 
when they purchase devices 
and communication services, 
as well as the 12 percent cus-
tom import duties paid on ICT 
devices, and the 20 percent tax 
levied on SIM cards”.

A manager in one of the 
leading telecoms industry who 
spoke recently and who looked 
at the effects of multiple taxes 
on businesses regretted that 
“unfortunately, multiple taxa-
tion and other challenges con-
tinue to have a negative impact 

Effective regulation 
key to brands survival

on the operations of operators. 
We constantly engage govern-
ment at all levels to address the 
imposition of unstructured fees 
and charges by the various la-
bels of government and service 
interruptions arising from col-
lection attempts.

 “We have made it clear 
that illegal taxation alters 
incentives for production 
and consumption, and so 
economic distortions will be 
prevalent where the burden 
of taxation is high. The bur-
den is subsequently trans-
ferred to end users, which 
makes costs higher and af-
fordability slows penetra-
tion,” he added in a report. 
His view is not different from 
other operators in the sector.

For telecom, stakeholders 
from private sector and some 
advocacy groups had late last 
year at the 3rd Quarter Semi-
nar Series organized by Nigeria 
Information and Communi-
cation Technology Reporters’ 
Association (NITRA) believed 
that the sector is already heav-
ily taxed, warning that if this 
practice persists, “it is capable of 
eroding the gains of the telecom 
industry, which is presently 

contributing close to 10 percent 
to the country’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP)”.

Multiple taxation is defined 
as the imposition of the same 
or similar taxes on the same in-
come base.

As it is, telecom sector should 
be encouraged in its employ-
ment of Nigerians, contribution 
to GDP and payment of legiti-
mate taxes instead of being sti-
fled by over taxation and regu-
lation. We can’t afford to kill the 
gooze and as noted by stake-
holders. “Multiple taxation ad-
versely impacts network costs, 
investment planning and busi-
ness plan credibility. It also in-
creases OPEX and lost revenue 
costs running into billions each 
year, depending on location and 
length of the shutdown”.

Solutions
Government should listen to 

the telecom sector which is al-
ready engaging it on the impo-
sition of unstructured fees and 
charges by the various labels of 
government.

 As at today, the telecom sec-
tor has invested over $35 billion 
and employed several Nigeri-
ans, therefore a platform could 
be established to address the 
complaints of over-regulation. 
Today, the GSM companies in-
cluding MTN, Airtel, Glo and 
Etisalat have made tremendous 
contributions to Nigeria’s econ-
omy. For instance, MTN with 
highest subscriber base of about 
62 million has invested heavily 
on CSR. MTN Nigeria Founda-
tion (MTNF), said in 2015 that 
it had spent over N13 billion on 
341 projects sited across the 36 
states of the federation and the 
FCT. It would be heartwarm-
ing to encourage them on this 
drive.

 It is interesting to note that 
survival of any brand is linked 
to their regulatory experience, 
how well and effective the reg-
ulations are. SMEs considered as 
engine of the economy could do 
better with effective regulatory 
environment. The telecoms in-
dustry is also not immune from 
these unfriendly regulatory 
experiences which sometimes 
could be detrimental to their 
growth. It is time the govern-
ment paid attention to over-
regulation which is already sti-
fling growth of industries. The 
proposed Communication Ser-
vice Tax (CST) Bill could be one 
of those instances.

Over-regulation could stifle growth of any sector including the telecoms sector that is said 
to be the fastest growing market in Africa and the world. The economic contribution of this 
sector that rose in 2001 has been immense, but the issues of multiple taxation and regulation 
are becoming worrisome to telecom operators and industry stakeholders. Daniel Obi reports
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‘I leverage on customer service 
to deliver value to my clients’

Do you get feedback from cus-
tomers and why do you think 
this is essential for businesses?

Y
es we do; receiv-
ing customer feed-
back enables us to 
fix issues and im-
prove our products 

or services. When customers 
provide feedback, we are able 
to save money, time as well 
as improve relationships with 
customers. It is very important 
to know what your customers 
want. Not being in tune with 
your customers can be detri-
mental to a business. Feedback 
creates congruence between 
the way you think your cus-
tomers feel about your prod-
uct and what they really think 
about the product.

Dissatisfied customers will 
always spread the word about 
their bad experience. This is 
very harmful for a business as 
it affects the company’s repu-
tation and has an effect on 
market share and profits.

 
How would you explain 

customer service and why is 
customer service important?

 Customer service is the 
centre of every business and is 
definitely the most important 
part of any business. It means 
creating a relationship of trust 
and loyalty beyond initial 
interaction. It is important 
for businesses to always put 
customers first; ensuring that 
we provide products and ser-
vices that our customers need 
which ultimately enhances 
their daily lives.

Customer service is also 
very important as the feed-
back customers give others, 
could make or break a busi-
ness. When a business gives 
their best to their customers, 
the brand will be remembered. 
So, if they hear someone else 
talking about a particular ser-
vice that a company offers, 
they are more likely to recom-
mend the company with the 
best customer service and this 
has been the success story for 
youtopia beauty.

 
How would you rate cus-

tomer service in Nigeria, and 
what is lacking?

 
Customer service in Nigeria 

can be improved greatly and 
I have noticed that the lower 

down the ladder you go, the 
worse it gets. Most business 
owners are more concerned 
with aesthetics and tend to 
overlook personnel develop-
ment, forgetting that certain 
attitudes add to the general 
ambience of their work envi-
ronment. Training one’s staff 
to understand the language of 
customer service is a need that 
cannot be overemphasised be-
cause it could very much affect 
the bottom line of a company.

 
What are your goals for im-

proving your customers’ expe-
rience?

 Having a wide range of 
products is highly important 
for me as an online beauty re-
tailer because I want custom-
ers to be spoilt for choice. By 
regularly engaging in skincare 
consultations, recommending 
the right products tailored to 
each customer and having a 
user-friendly website that is 
easy to navigate, helps to im-
prove customer’s experience 
on a daily basis. Our customer-
centric focus basically chan-
nels our goals towards making 
the customer’s life easy and 
happy.

 
Have you had any negative 

experience relating to custom-
ers?

 Yes, I’ve had an experi-

ence when a customer was 
not happy with our service. 
However, we made sure that 
we apologised to the customer, 
offered her free consultations 
and discounts on the products 
she wanted, just to show our 
appreciation. We turned an 
unhappy customer into a very 
loyal customer.

 
How do you source for 

your products and why is this 
important?

 I do a lot of research be-
cause it helps me determine 
whether my services will sat-
isfy my customers’ needs. It 
is important for online retail 
businesses to carry out re-
search. It helps the business 
gain more insight about com-
petitors, economic shifts and 
current beauty trends. I know 
exactly what I am looking for 
in a product and once I see one 
with the right combination 
of ingredients, I simply go for 
it. I also attend a lot of beauty 
trade shows as it helps me dis-
cover new products and I get 
to meet top manufacturers 
and distributors in the beauty 
industry. It’s important for me 
to get the best products for our 
Skin. 

 
What makes your products 

and services different from 
other beauty retailers?

Most of the products dis-
played and sold have been 
tried and tested by my team 
and me. It is very important 
that we know what works 
and what doesn’t. Customers 
deserve the best quality and 
only trusted products make 
the cut. Also good customer 
service sets Youtopia beauty 
apart from other businesses. 
Customer service is key in 
sustaining business growth, 
especially knowing that a high 
percentage of consumers will 
always pay more for better 
customer experience. Our on-
line platform also ensures that 
orders are processed correctly, 
transactions occur smoothly 
and customers are asked for 
feedback regarding purchased 
items.

 
What important existing 

beauty products are lacking 
in the Nigerian market?

Wearing sunscreen is so 
crucial and it benefits one’s 
health in several ways. By pro-
tecting the skin from harmful 
radiation from the sun, sun-
screen reduces the risk for 
cancer, premature aging and 
sunburns. We live in Africa, 
most people are exposed to the 
sun constantly especially our 
young children, therefore, it 
is so important to protect our 
skin. We can enhance the pro-
tection of our skin by choosing 
the right sunscreen, using it as 
directed and wearing it regu-
larly. I would love to see more 
sunscreen options available 
for adults and children in the 
Nigerian beauty market.

 
What is it about Youtopia 

Beauty that keeps your cus-
tomers engaged?

When customers patro-
nise Youtopia Beauty, they 
have so much choice and are 
guaranteed genuine products. 
We also have multiple sales 
and distribution channels; a 
customer can order online or 
come into the store. Again, we 
make life easy for our custom-
ers.

Moreover, the online beau-
ty store also offers a Free On-
line Virtual Consultation. I 
introduced the skincare con-
sultation service to help as 
many people as possible suf-
fering with skin problems like 
acne, hyper-pigmentation and 
others. Severe skin problems 

lead to low self-esteem and 
lack of confidence. Therefore, 
the aim of the online consulta-
tion is to reach a broader au-
dience; enabling people from 
different parts of Nigeria and 
Africa as a whole, connect 
with Youtopia beauty.

 
 What challenges do you 

face as a business and how do 
you overcome them?

When Youtopia beauty 
launched last year, I realised 
that some customers prefer 
the in-store experience. They 
require the advice of sales as-
sistants. These shoppers want 
to touch, see, and test products 
personally; they want to be 
sure of what they are buying, 
they want more than product 
descriptions. Unfortunately, 
online shopping is not able 
to allow them do that, in or-
der to serve these customers, 
a physical store was opened 
in Lagos Nigeria. Moreover, 
one of the biggest challenges 
we are currently facing is the 
devaluation of the Naira and 
constant fluctuations of for-
eign exchange. Most of our 
products are sourced abroad 
which means our costs have 
significantly increased and 
our margins reduced. Howev-
er, we had to increase the pric-
es on our products to enable us 
manage the situation. We have 
also used this “opportunity” to 
discover more Nigerian brands 
and we are currently in con-
tact with some local compa-
nies, who are creating products 
that can compete with house-
hold international brands.

 
What are your long term 

goals for Youtopia Beauty?
I want people to get the 

best out of their skin; I want 
to make sure people are con-
fident in their skin. For this 
reason, I will continue selling 
products that solve skin prob-
lems to help people overcome 
challenges that they never 
thought would be possible. We 
plan to produce our own line 
of targeted skincare products 
specifically designed for black 
skin that will be distributed 
across Africa and the rest of 
the world. Youtopia Beauty 
also aims to reach as many 
women as possible through 
the expansion of online and 
physical beauty stores across 
African countries.

Nnenna Okoye is the CEO of online beauty retail store- Youtopia beauty- which specialises in selling hard-to-
find beauty products mainly for the African skin. She recently bagged a beauty qualification and certification 
from a renowned beauty academy in London, where she specialised in a skincare and skin analysis. In this 
interview with IFEOMA OKEKE, Okoye speaks on importance of customer service in her business.

Nnenna Okoye



What were the factors 
that brought Cokodeal to re-
ality?

T
he pain and chal-
lenges of a hard-
working busi-
nessman in 
Nigeria with non-

commensurate result trig-
gered us. High cost of ad-
vertising for businesses and 
enabling access to market for 
commodities produced in Ni-
geria, a seamless trade chan-
nel for creators in Nigeria to 
compete in this century with 
an approach that “trade heals 
poverty”, these and many 
others are the issues that 
brought about Cokodeal; we 
want to solve problems.

 
How does Cokodeal bene-

fit manufacturers & what do 
you mean by digital market 
structure?

Many manufacturers, 
even within Nigeria, are 
unknown to the immediate 
Nigerian communities, like 
some manufacturers in the 
South East are not known 
in the South West. Cokodeal 
drives sales for manufac-
turers by exposing and pro-
moting their goods across 
borderless regions through 
search engine optimisation 
and digital advertisement 
to connect with interested 
buyers through the plat-
form. Cokodeal is creating a 
digital market structure for 
ease of accessibility of goods 
through databases, specific 
data quantity, ease of search 
and arranging producers ac-
cording to its category, coor-
dinating informal market to 
more structured formal mar-
ket, we are solving the mar-
ket complexity at the tap of a 
phone.

 
How do you remove chal-

lenges faced by players in 
the informal sector?

Nigeria’s economy is of a 
complexity and dynamism 
unparalleled in West Africa. 
According to Chatham House 
UK Report “Nigeria’s Boom-
ing Borders: The Drivers and 
Consequences of Unrecorded 
Trade” there are powerful 
reasons why Nigeria’s vast 
external trade remains large-
ly informal, unrecorded and 
untaxed and this fact leaves 
much of the country’s eco-
nomic potential unrealised. 
One estimate is that unre-

‘Cokodeal exposes, promotes goods 
across borderless regions’

BusinessInterview

Cokodeal.com is an e-commerce marketplace trading solely Made-in-Nigeria products for domestic, continental, and global 
markets. In this interview with MABEL DIMMA, CEO Cokodeal, Mike Dola shares his thoughts on manufacturing, creating 
a digital market structure and challenges faced.

corded or informal activity 
could account for as much as 
64 per cent of Nigeria’s GDP.

This traps economic ac-
tivity at the low quality and 
low-tech end of the scale. 
However, Nigerian-made 
goods are already competing 
with Chinese products across 
West Africa.

Manufacturers are faced 
with much difficulties here-
by trading informally and 
missing some of the supports 
provided by agencies such 
as Export Expansion Grant 
(EEG), Nigerian Export- Im-
port Bank (NEXIM), Nigeria 
Export Promotion Council 
(NEPC), Manufacturers As-
sociation of Nigeria (MAN) 
and exclusion from a finance 
support necessary because of 
not being able to demonstrate 
equity and a healthy balance 
sheet to formal banking sec-
tor.

Cokodeal.com as a trade 
platform understands the 
complexity of trade and the 
national gross losses it cre-
ates for both the govern-
ment and the manufacturers. 
Therefore, it created an open 
platform to connect infor-
mal traders with the best of 
knowledge –as it was noted 
that good information is one 
big challenge with traders– 
and the right channel to ease 
trade, and for government 
agencies to provide funds 
and help manufacturers ease 
trade while generating IGR 
for government.

 
You have top seller and 

top rated on your site, what 
is the information used for?

It is automated and it in-
dicates businesses and goods 
registered on the platform 
that receive more patronage 
and higher customer feed-
backs.

Some product pictures 
and information seem inad-
equate, why is so?

This is caused by some of 
the sellers that registered 
goods without that provi-
sion of enough details on the 
product that is showcased. 
In recent times, our account 
managers’ call up sellers to 
give a free support to ensure 
more detailed information on 
goods is provided with clear 
images to help buyers make 
better choices.

 
What feedback mecha-

nism do you have in place as 

per goods/services bought?
We do make use of cus-

tomer review and product 
ratings. Also buyers speak 
with our team to share ex-
perience that was received 
from the seller. We are get-
ting more involved in the 
transactional process thus 
improving the security of 
both parties. Furthermore, 
we speed up procurement 
period, and ensure a satisfied 
happy customer. While on 
the other hand, we have pro-
fessional website administra-
tors and top-level managers 
with expertise on security 
and data management who 
check what goes on the site, 
time to time. Again, we are 
hiring more customer service 
phone support and an intel-
ligent feedback mechanism 
to further ensure quality ser-
vice.

 
Which products/services 

get more patronage, and from 
where?

Lots of Products are been 
requested from Cokodeal. 
However, the most demand-
ed items fall under these 
three categories: Textile and 
Leather, Agricultural prod-
ucts, and Building materials. 
The level of patronage is av-
erage as we do have a longer 
sourcing cycle than retail 
ecommerce mainly because 
we deal wholesale. The high-

est number of request come 
within Nigeria, next is South 
Africa, Ghana and Camer-
oun. While a few times we 
get enquiries from Europe 
and other foreign countries.

 
Most complaints about 

made-in-Nigeria products 
are about quality; how do 
you handle this?

To us, quality is a funda-
mental priority. Cokodeal 
assures that through authen-
tication and verification of 
goods from sellers. Our re-
gional managers make a visit 
to the producer to confirm 
that the goods have the regu-
latory body trademarks on 
it, and that it meets specific 
and stipulated standards. 
Most importantly, we pay 
high attention to feedbacks 
from both buyers and sellers, 
and this has always enabled 
steady quality chain.

Meanwhile, we are also 
of the opinion that a de-
mand driven business, helps 
the producers to improve in 
quality. The more patronage 
we give Made-in-Nigeria, the 
higher quality it becomes.

 
How has it been, boosting 

made-in-Nigeria goods for 
exports?

It’s been challenging but 
things are getting better with 
time. The reception of Made-
in-Nigeria is much higher in 

neighboring countries, as 
the exposure creates more 
demands for local producers. 
What makes it more posi-
tively improving is the latest 
industrialization quest since 
the inception of the Made-
in-Nigeria Campaign initi-
ated by the Senate President, 
Bukola Saraki, supported by 
other high authorities, thing 
have really improved. The 
ongoing effort to address 
ease of doing business in the 
country gives more hopes. If 
this revolution-because that 
is what it is-succeeds, we are 
highly optimistic that Nige-
ria’s export profile will surge 
again.

 
Why are made-in-Nigeria 

products more expensive 
than foreign ones?

Not absolutely, Made-in-
Nigeria products are cheaper; 
the expensive ones are just 
a few commodities in which 
their production entails get-
ting raw materials with 
FOREX. “Economies of scale” 
is what causes regions to trade 
with one another- this means 
what you have more raw ma-
terials for and can produce at 
cheaper cost. Meanwhile, the 
cost of production in Nigeria 
is high, taking into account 
the cost of power generation, 
transportation, and exchange 
rate on raw materials as well 
as other challenges. So, the 
quantity of production capa-
bility affects the cost.  For in-
stance, if China can produce 
1million units in the same time 
it takes Nigeria to produce 
10,000; the average cost might 
be lower for the Chinese. On 
this, we have a long way to go 
in fixing our infrastructure so 
as to enable us produce and 
compete at a moderate cost.

 
Apart from social media, 

how does your website get 
potential manufacturers/ser-
vice providers on?

Through partner trade as-
sociation networks, expos, 
trade events, seminars, news 
publication, digital advertise-
ment, words of mouth and re-
ferrals also.

Additionally, a deeper 
understanding of the unre-
corded side of Nigeria’s non-
oil external trade is key to de-
velopmental process and can 
offer the government a criti-
cal opportunity to pursue a 
path of economic growth that 
is less volatile and more sus-
tainable.
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British Council, in partnership with FirstBank, 
announces Lagos Theatre Festival 2017

F
rom Tuesday 
28 February 
–  Sunday 5 
March 2017, 
over 500 ar-

tistes will gather to pres-
ent over 70 performanc-
es at 16 Venues, span-
ning 6 days at the Lagos 
Theatre Festival, 2017. 
There will be something 
for everyone; from the 
new theatre fans young 
or old and returning 
visitors to the Festival. 
A statement signed by 
Folake Ani-Mumuney, 
group head, Marketing 
& Corporate Communi-
cations, said.

Nigeria’s Most Valu-
able banking brand, 
First Bank of Nigeria 
Limited in demonstrat-
ing its commitment 
and support for talent 
development in  the 
creative arts industry  
is partnering with the 
British Council through 
its intervention  initia-
tive- First@arts to bring 
you Lagos Theatre Fes-
tival 2017. With over 
109 shows, about 35 
companies and more 
than 5,500 theatre goers 
attending in 2016,  the 
festival remains one of 
the most diverse and 
exciting events of its 
kind and will continue 
to present the best in 
contemporary and clas-
sic work from leading 

artists.
This edition of the La-

gos Theatre Festival will 
portray the rhythm, 
soul and sights of Lagos. 
The theme: Rhythm of 
the City was selected 
to capture through per-
formance, the sounds 
of Lagos expressed in 
the comings and goings, 
the repetitive activities 
and the music of the 
city. We will be see-
ing works that reflect 
specific auditory per-
spectives like noises, 
rhythm, beats, language 
and the likes, from a 
range of socio economic 
and geographic group-
ings across Lagos.

Fo l a ke  A n i - M u -
muney, group head, 
Marketing and Corpo-
rate Communications 
of FirstBank, stated that 
“as a Nation builder and 
in line with the Bank’s 
goals in setting upthe-
First@arts initiative, 
FirstBank is supporting 
the entire value chain 
of the creative arts, pro-
viding much needed 
financing and advisory 
services, showcasing 
and facilitating the 
successes of the indus-
try, and enabling our 
customers explore the 
wealth of opportuni-
ties the creative indus-
try has to offer. This 
is based on our deep 

Utomi’s CVL, CBN in N480m partnership to train 
youths in Anambra, Delta on technical skills

T
h e  C e n t r e 
for Values in 
L e a d e r s h i p 
(CVL), in part-

nership with the Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), has commenced 
a second phase of the 
CVL’s National Youth 
Intervention Project, 

aime d at providing 
technical skills train-
ing, entrepreneurial 
and micro-enterprise 
development for Nige-
rian youths.

understanding of the 
pivotal role the creative 
industry plays as a ma-
jor contributor to na-
tional GDP growth and 
the industry’s inherent 
potentials for reducing 
unemployment rate 
through job creation 
across the creative arts 
value chain.  We are 
delighted to maintain 
our partnership with 
British Council and 
other key stakeholders 
in the arts space even 

as we continue to meet 
the growing business, 
professional and enter-
tainment needs of our 
customers, she added.

Ojoma Ochai, direc-
tor Arts, British Coun-
cil, said: “We are very 
proud of what Lagos 
Theatre Festival has 
achieved in terms of be-
ing a platform through 
which the Nigerian the-
atre sector engages with 
the rest of the world. 
This year’s festival will 

see visitors from In-
ternational Network 
for Contemporary Per-
forming Arts (IETM), 
International Associa-
tion of Theatre Critics 
(IATC) and festival man-
agement organisations 
from around the UK like 
Walk the Plank, London 
International Festival of 
Theatre (LIFT) and insti-
tutions like Edinburgh 
Napier University – all 
possible only because 
the LTF platforms exists 

not just to show great 
work, but to ensure that 
international exchange 
and collaboration hap-
pens.”

Kenneth Uphopho, 
Festival Director, Lagos 
Theatre Festival said: 
“It’s become much more 
than a festival! What 
we are offering at this 
year’s LTF is a lifestyle. 
We want you our es-
teemed audience to look 
forward to a thrilling 
experience.”

This year, there will 
be 5 curated shows from 
the UK and Nigeria in 
the festival. Four of 
the curated shows are 
winning scripts from 
the playwriting com-
petition won by James 
Ene- Henshaw, Joy Isi 
Bewaji, Bode Asiyanbi, 
and Paul Ugbede. The 
plays will be produced 
by; Crown Troupe of 
Africa, Beeta Universal 
Productions, TunjiSoti-
mirin and OxzygenKon-
cepts following grants 
awarded by the British 
Council.

The fringe shows 
will see 35 companies 
from Nigeria, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe 
showcase work from all 
genres in the perform-
ing arts. These include 
comedy, experiential 
theatre, musical and 
Drama.

L-R: Aliyu Toro, chief superintendent of Customs; Adesola Adeduntan, MD/CEO First Bank of Nigeria Limited and 
Subsidiaries; Bayo Adeniji, director, First Street Limited; and  Gbenga Shobo, deputy managing director, First 
Bank of Nigeria Limited at the FirstLounge launch.

Addressing journal-
ists in office, Lagos, Pat-
rick Utomi, founder 
and CEO of the not-
for-profit organisation, 
said that the objective 
of the programme is to 
within 12 months, train 
and equip 200 youths 
in Delta State with en-
trepreneurship skills to 
start and run sustain-
able micro-enterprise. 

Utomi, who lamented 
the unemployable con-
dition of most graduates 
of Nigerian tertiary in-
stitutions, said the twin 
programme aimed at 
training participants on 
self-mastering, leader-
ship and entrepreneur-
ial skills will make fresh 
graduates employable in 
the labour market.

The first edition was 
organised in Ajegunle, 
Lagos State, in June 

2016.
 He explained that 

apart from the differ-
ence in number of both 
editions, the budget 
for the second is N480 
million, and the first 
was N30 million; at-
tributing the variation 
to increase in starter 
packs and start grants.

The training, which 
he categorised as ‘A’ 
and ‘B parts, include: 
technical/vocational 
skills training for sus-
tainable income gen-
eration activities, in-
cluding food produc-
tion, mental works/
welding, sewing, tiling,  
hospitality/tourism, 
carpentry, vehicle re-
pair, and bricklaying; 
and the ‘b’ part consists 
business planning and 
skills marketing.

“This project meant 

for the south-south 
zone, which is the sec-
ond phase of the pro-
gramme, (south-west, 
south-south, north-
east,  north central, 
south-east and north-
west, will be imple-
mented in four differ-
ent clusters of: Warri, 
Asaba, Agbor and Ozo-
ro in Delta State and 
will directly benefit 
400 participants”, he 
said.

Uchenna Achunine, 
chief operating officer 
of CVL, said that par-
ticipants are trained 
to develop bankable 
business plans to ac-
cess single-digit inter-
est rates on loans of 
several initiatives by 
the CBN and the Bank 
of Industry (BoI), who 
are the project’s major 
partners.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

L-R: Uchenna Achunie, chief operating officer, Centre for Values in Leadership (CVL); Francisca Ukabiala, senior manager, 
Admin/HR; Prof. Pat Utomi, founder/CEO, CVL, and Adegbenro Rasheed, senoir vice president strategy and development, 
CVL, at a press conference on CVL partnership with the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to train young entrepreneurs.
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Japan, China, India, others to 
participate in Enugu Trade Fair

O
ver 350 corporate or-
ganisations from Ni-
geria, Japan, China, 
India, Ghana, Cote’ 
d’Ivoire and Camer-

oon are expected to participate 
in the Enugu State Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and Agriculture 
Trade Fair slated for March 2017.

Ogochukwu Chime, president, 
Enugu State Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture, who dis-
closed this during an interactive 
session with Ogbonnaya Onu, 
minister of Science and Technol-
ogy, explained that about one 
million participants are expected 
at the Trade Fair with the theme: 
‘Promoting Nigeria’s industrial 
sector and SMEs for inclusive and 
robust economy.’

The fair, which is expected to 
be declared open by President 
Muhammadu Buhari, was aimed 
at consolidating the efforts to-
ward enhancing new products 
and prototypes of innovations 
and research findings for com-
mercialisation.

“The idea is to boost techno-
logical advancement by bring-
ing researchers, business people 
and industrialists together. This 
remains one of the core focal 
points and cutting edge of the 
Enugu International Trade Fair,” 
Chime said, adding, “We have 
introduced so many innovations 

to make this year’s Fair very 
meaningful and beneficial to all 
stakeholders.”

He stressed that the present 
economic challenges provide 
great opportunity for both local 
and foreign investors to have a 
meeting point to network and 
find common grounds to invest 
in the Nigerian economy.

According to him, the Fair 
would provide an amiable plat-
form on the issue of diversifica-
tion of the nation’s economy 
through the promotion of the 
industrial sectors and SMEs.

Responding, Ogbonnaya Onu 
reiterated Federal Government’s 
resolve to use science and tech-
nology to take Nigeria to a greater 
height.

Assuring ECCIMA of the Min-
istry’s support, he noted that the 
one reason to explain Nigeria’s 
dependent on import is due to 
the failure to accord priority to 
the development of science and 
technology.

“We would be asking our 
agencies to participate because 
it would help us to know what 
is happening not just within the 

South East, but also from the out-
side world.

 “We also want to let Nigerians 
know through this courtesy visit 
that FMST is planning a technol-
ogy and innovation expo which 
would be the first of its kind be-
cause so many things would be 
integrated as you would only see 
innovations and research findings 
that have gotten to a level where 
they can be commercialised.

“We want to send a mes-
sage to the world that Nigeria 
is ready to join the rest of the 
world in the area of innova-
tion as we have lagged behind 
over a few centuries by not 
ascribing much importance to 
science and technology, as the 
development of our country 
was not based on science and 
technology,” he said.

The Minister expressed opti-
mism in the capacity of Nigeria as 
a country to produce and export 
various agricultural products 
to other countries as it is the 
only way of strengthening the 
economy and naira.

“The high exchange rate arises 
from the fact that we are putting 
pressure on foreign exchange in 
order to buy many of our needs. 
If we produce those things here, 
then we would have less pres-
sure on the naira. Nigeria has less 
pressure on their currency be-
cause they export more and they 
develop their infrastructure and 
also train their people,” he said.

Oyin Aminu, Abuja

Ogochukwu Chime, president, Enugu State Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture

Dell ships first recycled ocean 
plastics packaging in tech industry

D
ell has announced 
the technology in-
dustry’s first ship-
ment of ocean plas-

tics packaging, the result of 
an innovative, commercial-
scale pilot programme. Dell 
recycled plastics collected 
from waterways and beaches 
for use in the new packaging 
tray for its Dell XPS 13 2-in-1, 
building on its broader sus-
tainable supply chain strat-
egy. In 2017, its ocean plastics 
pilot will keep 16,000 pounds 
of plastic from entering the 
ocean.

Dell will transition its 
award-winning XPS 13 
2-in-1 to o c ean plastics 
packaging beginning April 
31, 2017. The company also 
will include educational 
information on its packag-
ing to raise global aware-
ness and action on ocean 
ecosystem health solutions, 
an area of shared interest 
between Dell,  its Social 
Good Advocate, Adrian Gre-
nier and the Lonely Whale 

Foundation. 
To help ensure the packag-

ing does not end up back in 
the oceans, Dell will stamp 
each tray with the No. 2 re-
cycling symbol, designating it 
as HDPE (which is commonly 
recyclable in many locations). 
Dell’s packaging team de-
signs and sources its product 
packaging to be more than 93 
percent recyclable by weight 
so that it can be reused as part 
of the circular economy.

“Not only are we keeping 
plastics from entering our 
ocean, but we are also educat-
ing consumers and leading by 
example through developing 
new and innovative business 
systems,” said Akin Banuso, 
country manager, Dell Nige-
ria.

“The health of our ocean af-
fects the health of our families 
and our communities; this is 
one example of our collective 
ability to protect it,” he said.

The ocean plastics sup-
ply chain process is made of 
multiple stages: Dell’s part-

Touching Lives 
Episode 3: 
Airtel tackles 
scourge of 
homelessness 
in Lagos

T
he next episode of Airtel 
Touching Lives will tar-
get juvenile homeless-
ness in Lagos, the leading 

telecommunications services 
company has revealed.

The coming installment of 
the charity-focused programme, 
which will be the third episode 
of the third season, debut yes-
terday, Saturday, February 25 on 
TV networks across the African 
continent.

The Lagos metrop olis is 
packed with minors. Some of 
these children are either run-
aways or unavoidably destitute. 
“Anyone who volunteers to 
provide relief to these disadvan-
taged young people deserves our 
support,” Airtel has said.

Airtel Touching Lives would 
not only examine the devas-
tating effects of homelessness 
on the poor and hopeless, but 
also bring attention to a non-
governmental organisation, the 
Street Child Care and Welfare 
Initiative (SCCWI).

According to Airtel, the aid 
organisation, led by Comfort Alli, 
has made a commitment to reha-
bilitating and reintegrating some 
of the “250,000 street children” 
found in Nigeria’s commercial 
capital and most populated city.

One of the children rescued 
by SCCWI is Azeez Rotimi. Be-
fore his encounter with the shel-
ter, he had roamed the streets of 
Mushin for five months. A staff 
of SCCWI described him at the 
time as “very wild, shattered, and 
malnourished.”

Having lost his father and 
with no one else to care for 
him, he left his home in Osun 
State for Lagos. Six months af-
ter his arrival, more adversity 
pushed him to give the street a 
try. He took this desperate op-
tion “with the aim of gathering 
some money so that I would 
go to school, be it public or 
private,” he said.

However, for a homeless per-
son, braving the elements is no 
child’s play, said Azeez. “You 
never know when it’s going to 
rain on you all night because you 
can never predict the rain,” he 
said. Now, Azeez goes to school 
and speaks decent English.

Hosted by Wana Udobang, 
Airtel Touching Lives returns 
this weekend to its usual slots 
on local and international tele-
vision, according to a timetable 
released by the telecom giant.

On Saturday, it will premiere 
on Africa Magic Urban at 6:30pm 
and on Africa Magic Family at 
7pm. Later, from 9-9:30pm, it will 
air on RaveTV.

The following day, reruns of 
the episode will be on Africa 
Magic World from 6-6:30pm, 
on NTA Network from 6:00-
6.30pm, and on ArewaTV from 
7-7:30pm.

ners intercept ocean plastics 
at the source in waterways, 
shorelines and beaches be-
fore it reaches the ocean. It 
then processes and refines the 
used plastics, mixes the ocean 
plastic (25 percent) with other 
recycled HDPE plastics (the 
remaining 75 percent) from 
sources like bottles and food 
storage containers. Finally, it 
molds the resulting recycled 
plastic flake into new packag-
ing trays and ships the trays 
for final packaging and cus-
tomer delivery.

Dell’s pilot programme – an-
other environmental indus-
try-first – follows a successful 
feasibility study launched 
March 2016 in Haiti. The 
company has a long history 
of incorporating sustainable 
and recycled materials into 
its products and packaging. 
Since 2008, Dell has included 
post-consumer recycled plas-
tics in its desktops, and as of 
January 2017, reached its 
2020 goal of using 50 million 
pounds of recycled materials 

in its products.
Increasingly, the com-

pany’s focus has been on 
delivering in a circular way – 
where materials from some-
one else’s waste stream can 
be used as inputs into prod-
ucts and packaging. Dell was 
the first – and continues to be 
the only – to offer computers 
and monitors that contain 
e-waste plastics and recycled 
carbon fibre.

In partnership with Adrian 
Grenier and the Lonely Whale 
Foundation, Dell has helped 
to increase understanding 
of ocean health issues, using 
virtual reality technology 
to bring people closer to the 
issues facing the oceans. A re-
cent study reported between 
4.8 and 12.7 million metric 
tonnes of mismanaged plastic 
waste entered the ocean in 
2010 alone. Dell has published 
a white paper on sourcing 
strategies and plans to con-
vene a cross-industry working 
group that will address ocean 
plastics on a global scale.
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Continuing from where we 

stopped last week-
Buyer do’s and don’ts:
Decisiveness: As with sell-

ers, it is imperative that buy-
ers operate in a direct and 
decisive manner. This means 
establishing your target crite-
ria before you begin looking 
at acquisition opportunities 
and sticking to that game 
plan. When confronted with 
the sheer breadth of options 
in the multi-unit restaurant 
business, it is easy to get dis-
tracted. Instead of running 
yourself ragged looking at 
every deal in the market, 
set yourself up for success 
by knowing exactly what 
you are seeking. If you find 
casual dining concepts the 
most enticing, don’tt waste 
your time and energy exam-
ining QSRs. Do decide which 
factors make a deal most com-
pelling to you, and do center 
your acquisition strategy 
around these criteria. 

 Don’t start actively pursu-
ing transactions before you 
have a strategy in place. Most 
people wouldn’t go to the 
supermarket without know-
ing how they planned on 
paying. Not everyone applies 
this logic when they seek 
restaurant acquisitions. Buy-
ers should establish strong 
relationships with various 
financing sources before they 
even begin looking at buy-
side opportunities, so when 
the right deal comes around 
they aren’t scrambling to 
secure the acquisition capital. 
Further, a bid that details the 
buyer’s proposed debt/equity 
structure, with a signed com-
mitment from a capital pro-
vider, is substantially more 
compelling to a seller than 
a bid lacking these things. 
Do have a financing option 
in place. 

Don’t wait for a sell-side 
advisor to tell you your bid 
was interesting, but their 
client chose the buyer with 
more certainty around fund-
ing. Whether you are an 
existing franchisee or not, 
it is vital to know the fran-
chisor you will be dealing 
with. What is their current 
growth strategy? What kind 
of franchisee do they prefer? 
Are they trying to bring new 
blood into the system or bulk 
up the operating platforms of 
existing franchisees? This last 
question is crucial, especially 
if you are looking to enter a 
new brand. Before pursuing 
a specific opportunity, meet 
with the franchisor to dis-
cuss their approval process 
and present your operat-
ing plan and team. Transac-
tions move far more easily 
and quickly when a buyer 
is preapproved and in good 
standing with the franchisor. 
Do establish this relationship 
early. Don’t wait until the bid 
process is complete to learn 
that the franchisor doesn’t 
view you as a viable buyer. Be 
aggressive. In today’s market, 
restaurant acquisitions are 
highly attractive, making for 
an exceedingly competitive 
environment.

 Buyers must be aggres-
sive. This is especially true 
when the transaction is the 
buyer’s initial investment in 
a brand. Existing franchisees 
may have built-in advantages 
(e.g., predicted synergies that 
allow them to make a higher 
bid, and/or having strong ties 
with the franchisor). New en-
trants be wary: you may have 
to pay a premium to tip that 

Let’s make a deal!: The Do’s and Don’ts 
of successful transactions (b)

first deal in your favor. Buy-
ers must always be prepared 
to move quickly as delays 
often cause sellers to become 
discouraged or reexamine the 
sale. Another way to anger a 
seller and potentially lose a 
deal is to delay the purchase 
process in an attempt to re-
trade at a lower price. If you’re 
actively looking to buy and 
you come across the right 
deal. Do pursue it aggres-
sively. Don’t dawdle and miss 
your opportunity.

 Do’s and don’ts for all:
Have proper advisors. 

Whether buyer or seller, en-
gaging experienced, industry-
specific investment advisors 
and transaction-specific legal 
and tax counsel is paramount 
to your success. Acquisitions 
and divestitures alike have 
many moving pieces that can 
seem overwhelming without 
proper counsel. To achieve the 
utmost success, enlist the help 
of people who know how to 
plan, position, and execute 
transactions to your benefit. 
The resources required to 
navigate the intricacies of a 
multi-unit restaurant transac-
tion are considerable. Do hire 
professionals with proven 
insight and transaction ex-
pertise in the industry’s inner 
workings. Don’t rely solely on 
your everyday business advi-
sors or attorneys.

Be realistic: This is possibly 
the most important concept 
in successfully completing a 
transaction. Both sides must 
be realistic about their ex-
pectations. If a seller is stuck 
on an unrealistically high 
purchase price or multiple, 
finding the right buyer will 

Okey Onyema
Grace Dominion 
Outreach, Lagos.
No: 08130100850
oke y.onyema@yahoo.
co.uk

ExcEllEnt 
lifELife is in cycles. 

Each  cyc le  o f 
life is different, 
with its attendant 

threats, opportunities and 
challenges.The cycles of life 
sometimes bring adversity, 
and sometimes, prosperity. 
Each cycle comes and goes 
but life remains.The choices 
we make and our lifestyles 
bring us either progress or 
adversity as each life cycle 
beckons. The truth about 
life is that, it is not always 
rosy.  There are times we 
miscalculate in our actions 
and it results in a storm. 
Sometimes in a bid to get 
it all right, we sometimes 
find ourselves in negative 
circumstances we never 

bargained for.
Seeing that we cannot 

totally avoid adverse cir-
cumstances is a truth we 
must all grapple with, as 
long as we have the breath 
of God in us, especially now 
that our choices as a nation 
has landed us into a pre-
carious predicament. A lot 
of people have been badly 
affected by the economic 
ill wind blowing across the 
land. Evidently, tales of 
economic gloom, bad gover-
nance, wanton bloodletting, 
insecurity, unemployment, 
business closures, loss of 
jobs, and hunger, reverber-
ate all through our media. 
What hope do we have as a 
nation? What hope do you 
have as a person caught in 
the eye of this storm that is 
seeking to envelop our land?

The solution is in sight.
The Holy Bible gives us 
a clue on how to respond 
to these tough times. It is 
stated explicitly in Prov-
erbs 24:10, “if you faint in 
the day of adversity, your 
strength is small.” Staying 
tough, is the key to over-
coming these tough times. 
We need to toughen up 
mentally, emotionally, and 
physically and strengthen 
our resolve to ride through 
the storm unscathed.The 
storm has come, the reces-
sion is with us, but the onus 
is on us to come out of it. 
How tough you are, is what 
keeps you afloat.Taking a 
disposition of weakness in 
times of crisis is an invita-
tion to defeat.

In his book, ‘Conquering 
an Enemy Called Average’, 
motivational Speaker, John 
Mason tells us that “it isn’t 
our position, but our dispo-
sition that makes us happy. 
Remember, some people 
freeze in the winter. Oth-

ers ski. A positive attitude 
always creates positive re-
sults. Attitude is a little thing 
that makes a big difference. 
Depression, gloom, pessi-
mism, despair, discourage-
ment and fear slay more hu-
man beings than all illnesses 
combined.”Similarly, John 
C. Maxwell in his book, 
“Failing Forward,” opines 
that “your response to ad-
versity reveals your attitude, 
and your attitude determines 
your outlook.” This shows 
that our attitude or approach 
to adverse situations can 
either lead to a positive or a 
negative outcome.

Another way to respond 
positively in this debacle is 
to access your strength. You 
are easily diminished by 
your circumstances if you 
don’t have enough strength 
to square up. Your strength 
is the determinant of the out-
come.Your strength is your 
power base, both in good 
and in bad times. It is your 
unique endowment from 
God that gives you advan-
tage over others.The truth is 
that adverse circumstances 
challenge your strength. Ac-
cessing how strong you are 
in your area of endowment 
or operations would enable 
you to know where and how 
you stand. If you are weak, 
then you have to work on 
your strength. Probably 
you are outdated in knowl-
edge and methods; you need 
to enhance yourself to be 
more competent, accept-
able and contemporary in 
your business or career. Do 
not allow the dynamism of 
times to make you obsolete.
Strengthen yourself; don’t 
succumb to the tough times.
Increasing the size of your 
strength reduces the potency 
of your adversity, and makes 
it fizzle away easily.

Staying tough in 
tough times

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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be a far greater challenge. 
On the flip side, it isn’t real-
istic for a buyer to propose 
a purchase price based on a 
2009 transaction multiple. 
The most realistic thing for 
both parties is to recognise 
that every transaction is a 
constantly moving, two-way 
street. If you want a deal to 
be successful, the negotiated 
terms must be satisfactory to 
everyone involved. Do view 
transactions in an objective 
and realistic manner. Don’t 
rely on subjective inclina-
tions or conjecture.

We would take other per-
spectives of this article next 
week as we discuss further, 
however you can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - send 
me a message via WhatsApp 
or SMS..

Helplessness of prayer

I 
think wisdom demands 
that we should under-
stand the context in 
which things are said first 
before we come to any 

conclusion. I am not sure if you 
have been in a position where 
you questioned if prayer really 
works. We have no answer 
to why it looks as though it 
is not working, but yet we 
kept on praying because that 
seems to be the only thing we 
know to do. Mountains and 
hills are filled with praying 
people pleading and begging 
God for divine intervention 
in their lives and situations. 
Some have even gone beyond 
praying and added dry fast-
ing in order to expedite God’s 
answer to their prayers. This 
discourse is not to infer that 
God does not answer prayer 

or that prayer and fasting do 
not have their effect where 
they are used according to 
knowledge. The truth is that 
in the order of things accord-
ing to God’s kingdom, once 
spiritual laws are contravened, 
you have jeopardised answers 
to your prayers.

The scripture says all the 
answers from God are “Ye & 
Amen”. Meaning God delights 
in our prayers and is willing 
to readily give answers. In 
fact, He told us to “ask and we 
shall be given…’’. Beyond God’s 
willingness to answer our 
prayers, there are other laws 
that negate the effect of our 
prayers if they are overlooked 
or ignored. One of such is the 
WORD that we speak after we 
offered our prayers. Countless 
number of scriptures made it 
clear about the importance of 
spoken words and their effect 
in our lives and environments. 
As believers, we are speaking 
spirits. Power of life and death 
is no longer in the hands of 
the devil. The order has been 
changed and it is now on our 
tongue (Prov.18:20-21). It does 
not matter the intensity of 
our prayers and the pain and 
stress that we combine with it, 
as long as the utterances of our 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

mouth contradict the request 
of our prayers, we have made 
prayers helpless and made 
God look like He failed us. 
God does not fail, God does 
not deny prayer of faith, and 
He answers all the time. Once 
we fail to realise the impor-
tance and power of the spoken 
words out of our mouth, then 
the struggles continue.

To the business people es-
pecially, the circumstance and 
situations you are surrounded 
with are deliberately orches-
trated to make you change the 
confession of your mouth to 
align with it, so that you can 
have what you say. The devil 
knows that you would have 
what you say, so he brings in 
pressures and confusion. In 
the face of pressure, people say 
things like, “Business is Hard 
in Nigeria”, “Useless Country”, 
“You can only make it if you 
have connection”. These state-
ments stall the answers to 
your prayers and you end up 
having what you say. Who 
would have believed out of 
the millions of the children 
of Israel that left Egypt for 
the Promised Land that only 
two people will enter? As 
unimaginable as it may sound, 
it turned out that way. Here’s 

what God said to them, “As 
you have spoken in my ears 
so would I do unto you”. Their 
words negated God’s promise 
to them regarding their en-
emies. WORDS can negate the 
effect of your prayer big time!!! 
After you are done praying, de-
liberate, consistent steps must 
be taken to see that words 
that proceed out of our mouth 
do not negate the answers to 
our prayers. This season is a 
beautiful season of change and 
blessing, we must treat it as 
such. It’s a season where giants 
are killed and champions are 
made. We therefore, must not 
compromise the opportunities 
resident in this season, rather 
we begin to maximise it using 
Proverbs 13:2-3(a man shall 
eat good...).

Brethren, what we have 
going for us in the market 
place is huge and gargantuan 
but we can lose it on a platter 
of careless words that we 
think do not matter. Once 
you understand the opera-
tions of the kingdom of God, 
you will put a muzzle on your 
mouth (Ps. 39:1b).

My prayer is that in this 
season we would exceed God’s 
expectations of us.

Remain blessed.

spiritonomics
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Battling the smuggling of 
frozen food products

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he strident cry of the 
country’s Indigenous 
Seafood stakeholders 
against the unbridled 
importation of unsafe, 

unregistered, unwholesome 
frozen foods into the country 
deserves prompt and positive 
response from the relevant 
a g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government.   Pro ducts  s o 
imported include chicken, turkey, 
fish and gizzards.  

The stakeholders’ grouse has 
become necessary because such 
nefarious activities do set the 
national economy back by a 
whopping one trillion naira on 
yearly basis! According to Dr. 
Ayoola Oduntan, the president 
of the Poultry Association of 
Nigeria, the frequent smuggling 
of frozen chicken into Nigeria 
was a great economic constraint 
for the sector as it was losing 
N532 billion annually in revenue 
as at 2015. It could be worse today. 

That is what the experts posit. 
We can no longer sustain this in 
a country reeling from economic 
recession.

In his words: “While the local 
demand for frozen chicken is 
above two million metric tons 
annually, Nigerian farmers are 
only able to produce 300,000 
metric tons, leaving a wide gap 
of more than 1.7 million metric 
tons. Out of this figure, smuggled 
chicken accounts for 1.2 million 
metric tons annually.”  

Apart from the huge sums 
lost, local producers are grossly 
shortchanged. Worrisome is the 
issue of health hazards posed by 
the continued consumption of 
such products.  According to the 
National Agency for Food and 
Drug Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) poultry products 
smuggled into the country were 
partly responsible for several 
cases of digestive and intestinal 
health issues among consumers, 
bas e d on res earches.  Such 
smuggled frozen fish are badly 
packaged and are not subject to 
fisheries/NAFDAC inspection 
and control. 

T h o u g h  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government had announced 
several measures to curtail the 
activities of smugglers since 
Year 2000.Amongst such is 
the matching mandate given 
to Nigerian Customs Services 
to protect the nation’s borders 
against smuggling of banned 
goods, including food items. 

The bitter truth however, is 
that a combination of factors 
such as porous borders, alleged 
corruption among Customs 
officers, as well as the high 
level of ignorance of  not a few 
consumers who refer everything 
foreign have led to this sorry pass. 

O n  i t s  p a r t ,  c o n c e r n e d 
stakeholders in the fish sub-
sector have called on both 
the executive and legislative 
arms of government to stop the 
smuggling of frozen fish in gross 
violations of the ECOWAS trade 
Libralisation Scheme (ETLS) and 
protocol by the Republic of Benin 
through outland borders.

W i t h  E C O WA S  Tr a d e 
Agreements, goods and services 
originating and produced in 
member states to another are 
duty free. The entire Sub- region 
is taken as a single economic zone 
thereby facilitating liberal trade 
among member states similar to 
what obtains amongst members 
of the European Union (EU). 
Unfortunately, recent empirical 
evidence show that the Benin 
port is being used as a transit 
port for frozen fish produced in 
other non- ECOWAS nations and 
smuggled into Nigeria.

This unpatriotic trend has 
b e c ome a dire ct attack on 
Nigeria’s fragile economy and 
revenue generating streams. 
The implications include the 
huge loss of revenue that would 
have been accruable to the 
Federal Government, in form of 

Custom Duty payable and other 
surcharges.  This also subverts the 
nation’s policy for the regulation 
of frozen fish imports and the 
prohibition of farm fish through 
the quota policy.

The other challenge is that 
frozen fish so imported according 
to our laws and policies are 
hardly sold. This is traceable 
to the nefarious activities of 
importers. It is also inimical to the 
national strategy for backward 
integration. That is more so 
as it is aimed to increase local 
production capacity towards 
achieving self-sufficiency in our 
fisheries sector.

Besides, prohibited species 
such as catfish and tilapia are 
continuously smuggled into the 
country. This constrains our 
local fish farmers from selling 
their farmed fish. This trend 
negates part of our national 
strategy for increased capacity 
and production of fish to reduce 
the import and save a lot of 
foreign exchange. It was for 
this reason that the Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture and other 
stakeholders agreed to regulate 
the fish import sector with a 
view of encouraging domestic 
production and protect our fish 
farms from the more advanced 
fish producing nations.

Ordinarily, goods and services 
produced outside the ECOWAS if 
transited through member states 
must comply with the extant 
import guidelines. This relates to 

their importation as if directly 
imported into the member nation. 
It is surprising therefore, that 
Nigerian stakeholders should be 
accusing the Republic of Benin 
for the flagrant violation of such 
international laws. This should 
be investigated..  

The flip side though, is that 
the huge patronage of foreign 
frozen food items by Nigerians 
has unveiled the yawning gap 
which currently exists between 
supply and demand for them. 
This loophole can be effectively 
bridged by smart investors. 
From local farmers through 
food technologist, machinists 
to marketers, opportunities 
abound for higher productivity, 
slaughtering and de-feathering 
machinery of fowls and turkey. 
Others include packaging and 
storage facilities as well as 
marketing strategies to attract 
people to patronise the costlier 
but more hygienic and nutritious 
products.

T h e r e  mu s t  t h e r e fo r e , 
b e holistic and integrate d 
agricultural policies to stimulate 
local production, empower the 
stakeholders with start-up funds, 
steady power supply and protect 
them from the mindless menace 
of the criminal smugglers.

The National Housing Funds scheme; 
what contributors must know (1)
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S
ometimes in the past, we 
wrote extensively about the 
National Housing Funds 
scheme, NHF for short. 

This was to gravitate contributors’ 
knowledge towards the immense 
benefits inherent in the Scheme 

The National Housing Funds 
scheme was set up as an interven-
tionist Endeavour to mitigate the 
scorching Housing Deficit mostly 
among medium and low income 

earners who desire personal homes 
ownership. This scheme is for both 
the civil servants and those with 
structured income. It is not an ex-
clusive reserve for the Civil servants 
only. You can actually enroll your-
self in the scheme for as long as you 
earn income either as a private busi-
ness person or a structured income 
person.

I have decided to revisit this topic 
in response to the series of enquiries 
and questions that were thrown at 
me by my various readers both on 
this platform and elsewhere as a fol-
low-up to the last three editions. The 
general conclusions I could reason-
ably draw up is the fact that people 
are largely uninformed about the 
workings of the National Housing 
Funds scheme. In view of such high 
level of unawareness, there are a lot 
of misconceptions about the scheme. 
Very unfortunately, the Managers 
of the scheme themselves do very 
little to change this tide. They do 
very little about public awareness, 
education and public information. As 

we are used to on this platform, we 
would do a lot within the purview 
of our legal allowance to respond to 
some of these enquiries and make 
effort to attend to some of the ques-
tions with a view to creating better 
awareness on the National Housing 
Funds activities.

1. What is the National Housing 
Fund scheme?

The National Housing Funds 
scheme is a pull of Contributive 
Scheme that allows an employee 
of the government at any level, the 
organised private sector employee or 
the private income person to month-
ly set aside a fraction of his earning; 
usually less than five percent of his 
monthly net income towards the 
assessment of the National Housing 
Loan at a future date..

2. Who contributes to the Na-
tional Housing Fund scheme?

The National Housing Funds 
scheme is contributed to by medium 
and low income earners employed 
by the government at all levels, 
corporate organizations employees 

and private income people who so 
desire to access the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria’s Loan at a stage in 
their lives. As against the erroneous 
belief by a large section of the public; 
the scheme is not for government 
employees only.

3. How much should I contribute 
monthly into the Scheme?

The monthly contribution is in 
the neighborhood of 2 percent of 
your income. It is certainly less than 
5 percent of your income. Any em-
ployer taking more than the statu-
tory amount from an employee’s 
income in the name of the National 
Housing Funds scheme is commit-
ting a crime. I strongly advise those 
who have severally complained 
of paying up to 5 percent monthly 
as NHF Contribution to request 
for proof of remittance from their 
employers.

4. Is there a proof of remittance 
I should have?

Yes! Every contributor to the Na-
tional Housing Funds scheme is en-
titled to a Passbook. This Passbook is 

expected to be in custody of the con-
tributor. However, for the purpose of 
administrative convenience, some 
Agencies, (mostly large agencies) 
keep such passbooks in trust for the 
employees. This should however be 
at the permission of such employees 
who should be allowed unrestricted 
access to such on demand. The NHF 
Contribution Passbook contains the 
contributor’s information such as 
name, address, amount contributed 
and other specific details.

….to be continued



Reaching out in love
A 

few days ago, the world 
was agog with Valen-
tine Day celebrations, 
with red highlighted in 
every nook and cranny. 

The day is characterised by elabo-
rate show of love from different 
quarters, with confectioners ex-
periencing high traffic of excited 
individuals eager to book for and 
cart away specially baked cakes for 
the occasion.

By the same token, some super-
markets, which are stocked with 
live roses, are swamped by ogle-
eyed shoppers. Indeed, the frenzy of 
this day is, arguably, comparable to 
that of Christmas day in all respects.

Indeed, from Lagos to Los Ange-
les, it is not surprising to see even 
children in nursery and primary 
schools wearing a touch of red to 
school. Such is the unifying magic of 
St. Valentine’s Day. Although there 
are a few dissenting voices who 
claim that the day is alien to our 
culture and so ought to be ignored, 
but, these nay-sayers seem to be in 
the minority as the lure of this day 
in these parts, and I dare say other 
parts of the developed world, would 
appear to be on the ascendancy.
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MIC Funeral Homes, the facilitators 
of project, Pastor Debola Okusanya, 
‘’The event was conceived, first of 
all, as a way of keeping the legacies 
of our late founder, Tunji Okusanya 
alive, because in his lifetime, if 
there was anything he cherished 
greatly, it was giving to the needy 
and downtrodden.

“Are we going to talk about the 
scholarships he gave to indigent 
students or his habitual kind ges-
ture to anyone in need who ap-
proached him for help? In addition, 
MIC Funeral Homes chose St. Val-
entine’s Day as a day in which love 
is expressed in concrete terms, for 
Reaching out in love, to the needy. 
Indeed, we expect to sustain this 

MABEL DIMMA

initiative as an annual event.”
Reaching out in love which in 

form and function, elected to put 
smiles on the faces of the old and 
young in Makoko, began with a 
courtesy visit by the organising 
team to Alhaji Ibrahim Aladetan, 
the Baale (traditional head) of Apol-
lo, Makoko. The elated Baale was so 
effusive in his gratitude to the MIC 
team for choosing his domain as its 
first port of call for its Reaching out 
in love initiative.

According to him, ‘’MIC Funeral 
Homes has demonstrated that it 
is not merely interested in mak-
ing money from the society, it has 
also done well to give back. This 
kind gesture of singling out areas 
like Makoko, where we have high 
population of both needy and less 
privileged in Lagos State, is very 
much welcomed. I thank your team 
from the bottom of my heart’’.

Also on hand to provide robust 
musical entertainment to the people 
of Makoko at the event was the 
MIC 15-piece band and titillated the 
residents to no end from one well-
known gospel song to another. The 
event, whose sole purpose was to 
distribute mainly household gifts 
– which would be of immense use 
to all the recipients -  had everyone 
present going home each a goodie 
bag containing insecticide bed-nets, 
detergents, granulated sugar, salt, 
tinned milk and packs with cooked 
food. There was also a free medi-
cal check-up by a six-man medical 
team alongside.

Indeed, all the elders and young 
ones at Makoko were very glad to 
take advantage of this kind-heart-
ed gesture. After a gigantic cake 
branded Reaching out in love was 
cut by the Chef de Mission of the 
MIC team, Pastor Debola Okusanya, 
flanked by her staff and some resi-
dents of Makoko. Indeed, from the 
delighted look on the faces of every 
resident who was at the event, it 
needed no telling that the gifts had 
come at the right time, even as the 
cake was shared to all present.

Soon, it was dancing time, for the 
residents and the MIC band lived up 
to its billing yet again, by dishing 
out countless danceable tunes, with 
the head of the MIC team leading 
the way by getting unto the dance 
floor, where she was joined by her 
host community. Indeed, the people 
were so overjoyed that one of them, 
a petty trader, who simply wanted 
to be identified as Julie, ecstatically 
noted: ‘’ Chai, this one sef pass Val-
entine enjoyment o. No be small 
thing ‘’. With its ‘Reaching out in 
love’ Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) Initiative, MIC Funeral Homes 
would seem to have begun a worthy 
tradition of not only keeping alive 
the legacies of its founder, but more 
importantly, seeking out needy 
communities within the Nigerian 
society and putting smiles on their 
faces at an opportune time. It is par-
ticularly noteworthy that this event 
is held at a time like this, when the 
economic recession is taking a seri-
ous toll on the downtrodden.

But, while lovers, in the city-
centre, concerned themselves with 
the exchange of gifts, greeting cards 
– well worded with amorous and 
endearing messages - and visits to 
notable places of fun and excite-
ment to share love, MIC Funeral 
Homes decided to do something 
different. It reached out in love to 
the needy in downtown Makoko, 
a suburb in Lagos mainland, where 
the majority of residents not only 
live in abject poverty and squalor 
but may not have had a whiff of 
Valentine’s Day, through an event 
with the self-explanatory theme, 
‘Reaching out in love’.

According to the spokesperson of 
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PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Angelina Jolie is an Oscar-winning ac-
tress who became popular after playing 
the title role in the “Lara Croft” block-
buster movies, as well as Mr. & Mrs. 
Smith (2005), Wanted (2008), Salt (2010) 
and Maleficent (2014). Off-screen, Jolie 
has become prominently involved in 
international charity projects, especially 
those involving refugees. She often ap-
pears on many “most beautiful women” 
lists, and she has a personal life that is 
avidly covered by the tabloid press.

Jolie was born Angelina Jolie Voight 
in Los Angeles, California. In her earliest 
years, Angelina began absorbing the 
acting craft from her actor parents, Jon 
Voight, an Oscar-winner, and Marche-
line Bertrand, who had studied with Lee 

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

 Born in southern China, John Woo grew 
up in Hong Kong, where he began his 
film career as an assistant director in 
1969, working for Shaw Brothers Studios. 
He directed his first feature in 1973 and 
has been a prolific director ever since, 
working in a wide variety of genres 
before A Better Tomorrow (1986) estab-
lished his reputation as a master stylist 
specializing in ultra-violent gangster 
films and thrillers, with hugely elaborate 
action scenes shot with breathtaking 
panache. After gaining a cult reputation 
in the US with The Killer (1989), Woo was 
offered a Hollywood contract. He now 
works in the US.

Angelina Jolie John Woo 
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RIVERDALE
 

Riverdale is an American teen 
drama television series based on 
the characters by Archie Comics. 
It was ordered to series at The CW 
in May 2016. The series premiered 

on January 26, 2017. 
March 1 2017 

The Loft
For five men (Karl Urban, James 
Marsden, Wentworth Miller, Eric 

Stonestreet, Matthias Schoen-
aerts), the opportunity to share a 
penthouse in the city -- in which 

to carry on extramarital affairs 
-- is a dream come true, until the 

dead body of an unknown woman 
turns up.

February 28 2017 
1:05

Hello, My Name Is Doris
Hello, My Name Is Doris is a 2016 

American romantic comedy-
drama film directed by Michael 
Showalter from a screenplay by 
Showalter and Laura Terruso, 

about a woman in her 60s who 
tries to act on her attraction to a 

younger co-worker.
February 28 2017 

8:30

Suffragette
In early 20th-century Britain, the 

growing suffragette movement 
forever changes the life of working 

wife and mother Maud Watts 
Galvanized by political activist 

Emmeline Pankhurst Watts joins a 
diverse group of women who fight 
for equality and the right to vote.

March 3 2017 

KINGSMAN: THE SECRET 
SERVICE

Gary “Eggsy” Unwin whose late 
father secretly worked for a spy 

organization, lives in a South 
London housing estate and seems 

headed for a life behind bars. 
However, dapper agent Harry Hart 
recognizes potential in the youth 
and recruits him to be a trainee...

February 26 2017 
21:00

Southpaw
Billy “The Great” Hope, the reign-

ing junior middleweight boxing 
champion, has an impressive 

career, a loving wife and daughter, 
and a lavish lifestyle. However, 
when tragedy strikes, Billy hits 

rock bottom, losing his family, his 
house and his manager. 

February 26 2017 
19:00

Empire State
Empire State is a 2013 American 

crime drama film based on a true 
story, centered on two childhood 
friends who rob an armoured car 
depository, and the NYPD officer 

who stands in their way.
February 27 2017 

13:55

The Night Crew
The Night Crew is an American 
action thriller film directed by 

Christian Sesma and co-written 
by Paul Sloan and Sesma. The 

film stars Danny Trejo, Luke Goss, 
Bokeem Woodbine and Chasty 

Ballesteros.
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ASSASSINS
 

Assassins is a 1995 American 
action thriller film directed 
and produced by Richard 

Donner, written by, Andy and 
Larry Wachowski and Brian 

Helgeland. The film stars 
Sylvester Stallone, Antonio 

Banderas and Julianne Moore.
March 3 2017 

4:25 
The Perfect Weapon

The Perfect Weapon is a 1991 
action-martial arts film star-

ring acting newcomer Jeff 
Speakman. Set in Los Angeles, 

the film relates the story of 
a young man, Jeff, who is 

trained in the martial art of...
March 1 2017 

American Ninja
American Ninja is a 1985 

American ninja action film 
produced by Menahem Golan 

and Yoram Globus’s Can-
non Films. Directed by Sam 

Firstenberg, who specialized 
in this genre in the 1980s, the 
film stars Michael Dudikoff in 

the title role
February 27 2017 

19:00 

Black Rain
Black Rain is a 1989 American 
action thriller film directed by 
Ridley Scott, starring Michael 

Douglas, Andy García, Ken 
Takakura, Kate Capshaw and 

Yusaku Matsuda.
February 26 2017 

10:20

HOME ALONE 3
 

Home Alone 3 is a 1997 American 
family comedy film written and 

produced by John Hughes. It is the 
third film in the Home Alone series 

and the first not to feature actor Ma-
caulay Culkin and the cast from...

March 4 2017 
17:17

Treasure Planet
Treasure Planet is a 2002 Ameri-
can animated science fiction film 
produced by Walt Disney Feature 
Animation, and released by Walt 
Disney Pictures on November 27, 

2002. It is the 43rd Disney animated 
feature film.

March 4 2017 
15:40 

Hocus pocus
Hocus pocus is a generic term that 

may be derived from an ancient 
language and is currently used by 

magicians, usually the magic words 
spoken when bringing about some 

sort of change. 
February 24 2017 

9:00

Valentine’s Day
In a series of interconnected stories, 

various Los Angeles residents 
(Jessica Alba, Jessica Biel, Bradley 
Cooper) wend their way through 

the highs and lows of love during a 
single day. 

March 3 2017 
19:00

LEGION
 

David Haller is a troubled young 
man who was diagnosed with 

schizophrenia as a child. He has 
been in and out of psychiatric 

hospitals for years and, now in his 
early 30s, finds himself institutional-

ized again. 
March 2 2017 

19:10 

Law & Order
Filmed on location in New York, the 
drama showcases the sometimes-
complex process of determining 

guilt or innocence, while lives hang 
in the balance. Often inspired by the 
latest headlines, the plots highlight 
legal, ethical or personal dilemmas.

March 3 2017 
23:55

Hell on Wheels
The Civil War is in the past, but 

former Confederate soldier Cullen 
Bohannon can’t put it behind him. 
Fresh are the horrific memories of 
the death of his wife, killed at the 

hands of the Union soldiers, an act 
that sets Bohannon on a course of 

revenge.
February 27 2017 

20:50 

NYPD Blue
This Steven Bochco-produced series 

pulls few punches in portraying 
the day-to-day lives of cops in New 

York’s 15th Precinct. Characters’ per-
sonal lives intertwine with the cases 
they work, which often deal with the 
worst elements the city has to offer.

February 26 2017 
11:50 

GIRLS
 

An aspiring writer and her three friends, 
all in their early 20s, together try to 
make sense of what life has in store 
for them after living in New York for 

two years. They’re not sure what they 
want, or who they want it from, and the 

picture isn’t getting any clearer. 
March 1 2017 

2:45

The Art of More
The Art of More is an American televi-

sion series which debuted on November 
9, 2015, on Crackle. On December 2, 
2015, Crackle renewed the series for 
a second season which consists of 10 

episodes.
March 27 2017 

2:05

Masters of Sex

William Masters and Virginia Johnson 
are known as pioneers of the science of 
human sexuality. Their research shoots 
them to fame on a trajectory that takes 
them from humble beginnings in the 

Midwest to the cover of Time magazine.
February 28 2017 

3:00

The Night Shift

A night-shift doctor at San Antonio Me-
morial, T.C. Callahan struggles to find 
the balance between saving lives and 
the hard reality of running a hospital. 

Joining him as he faces the sometimes 
dangerous task of running the emer-

gency room are his best friends. 
February 27 2017 

5:00

Channel 111 Romance Fox Channel 25 
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

cluding Hackers (1995) and Foxfire 
(1996). 

Angelina got a major break in 
1999 when she won a leading role 
in the successful feature The Bone 
Collector (1999), starring alongside 
Denzel Washington.

In that same year, Jolie gave a 
tour de force performance in Girl, 
Interrupted (1999) playing opposite 
Winona Ryder. Unlike “Cuckoo”, 
“Girl” was a small film that received 
mixed reviews and barely made 
money at the box office. But when 
it came time to give out awards, 
Jolie won the Triple Crown -- “Girl” 
propelled her to win the Golden 
Globe Award, the SAG Award and 
the Academy Award for best leading 
actress in a supporting role. 
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Strasberg.
In the mid-1990s, Jolie ap-

peared in various small films 
where she got good notices, in-



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Showing from 27th of Jan-Feb, 2017  

at the Silverbird Cinemas, Abuja THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW

 Synopsis
Now that Dom and 
Letty are on their 
honeymoon and 
Brian and Mia have 
retired from the 
game-and the rest 
of the crew has been 
exonerated-the glo-
betrotting team has 
found a semblance of 

So to start the holiday 
I felt it would be nice 
to see a totally differ-
ent kind of movie from 
my regular adult movies 
with so much fighting, 
action, suspense and 
film tricks and sincerely 
I had no regrets what so 
ever seeing this noble 
movie called Moana. The movie was 
exciting from the start to the finish 
I actually couldn’t believe myself 
that I didn’t want the movie to end.
The 1hr 47mins movie didn’t feel 
long in any way, it kept everyone 
clued to their seats till the very end. 
The location, production, cast and 
voice choices were just brilliant 
and amazing, each actor fitted in 
properly to their roles. The voices 
of the actors were amazing and 
the singing made the movie more 
interesting and exciting. We really 
couldn’t have expected more as they 
surpassed our imagination.

The Fate of the Furious Moana

To my verdict this week, I totally agree that this 
movie was awesome; I enjoyed the story line, 
the acting, the singing and dancing. For me the 
lesson was that you can’t make limitations for 
your kids and bring them up in fear. You must al-
low them to thrive, believe and leave their lives 
to the fullest but with your guidance off course.

Reviewer: Linda Ochugbua  
Interested readers can also review a movie of 
his or her choice of not more than 200 words 
and sends to: nathaniel.akhigbe@businessday-
online.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

 Synopsis:
When an in-
v e s t i g a t i v e 
journalist sets 
out to disprove 
Christianity, 
h i s  c o nv e r-
sations with 
leading schol-
ars lead him to 
embrace what 

The Case for Christ

Ocean’s Eight
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NEWS
 Synopsis:
The Major (Scarlett Johansson) is a spe-
cial ops, one-of-a-kind, human-cyborg 
hybrid who leads an elite task force 
known as Section 9. Devoted to stop-
ping the most dangerous criminals...
Initial release: 28 February 2017 (USA)
Director: Rupert Sanders
Stars: Atsuko Tanaka, Iemasa Kayumi, Akio Ôtsuka

 Synopsis:
The Shack takes us on a father’s 
uplifting spiritual journey. After suf-
fering a family tragedy, Mack Phillips 
spirals into a deep depression caus-
ing him to question his innermost 
beliefs. Facing a crisis of faith, he 
receives a mysterious letter urging 
him to an abandoned shack deep in 

the Oregon wi… More
Initial release: 3 March 2017 (USA)

 Synopsis:
Ex-maid of honor Eloise - hav-
ing been relieved of her duties 
after being unceremoniously 
dumped by the best man via 
text - decides to hold her head 
high and attend her oldest 
friend’s wedding anyway. She 
finds herself seated at the random table in the back of 
the ballroom with a disparate group of...
Initial release: 3 March 2017 (USA)
Director: Jeffrey Blitz
Stars: Anna Kendrick, Lisa Kudrow, Amanda Crew

 Synopsis:
In the near fu-
ture, a weary 

LIGHT WILL COME HIRE A MAN 
GHOST IN THE SHELL

THE SHACK

TABLE 19

LOGAN

a normal life. 
Initial release: 
12 April  2017 
(France)
Director: F. Gary 
Gray
Stars : Dwayne 
Johnson, Charl-
ize Theron, Vin 
Diesel

Although the global video game market is ex-
pected to reach $93.2 billion by 2019, Nigeria’s 
video game market is understood to be quite 
small. According to the PwC report, revenue 
from video games will reach $177 million by 
2019, up from $91 million in 2014. However, 
consumer spend on video games is set to see 
the sharpest rise in forecast CAGRs at 14.3% 
by the end of 2019.

Sunday 26 February 2017 C002D5556

 Synopsis:
Light Will Come tells 
the story of Lukas (Hafiz 
Oyetoro) a bumbling 
and comical personal 
assistant to his chronic 
bachelor boss Raymond 
(Majid Michel). 
Friday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM
Saturday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 
6:30PM, 8:10PM
Sunday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM
Monday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM
Tuesday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM
Wednesday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 
6:30PM, 8:10PM
Thursday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 
6:30PM, 8:10PM

SOMETHING WICKED
Synopsis:
Something Wicked is the story of a 
widow (Hauwa), whose recently orphaned 
nephew (Abel), moves into her family home 
from the violence-riddled Northern Nigeria, 
after the murder of his parents.
Friday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Saturday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Sunday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Monday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Tuesday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Wednesday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Thursday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM

THE LEGO BATMAN
Synopsis:
Bruce Wayne must not only deal with the 
criminals of Gotham City, but also the 
responsibility of raising a boy he adopted.
Friday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Saturday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Sunday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Monday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Tuesday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Wednesday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Thursday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 

 Synopsis:
A single lady has 
to come up with 
a plan to get her 
an impromptu 
fiance after being 

he sees as in inar-
guable defense of 
the faith.
Initial release: 7 
April 2017 (USA)
D i r e c t o r :  J o n 
Gunn
Stars: Mike Vo-
gel, Erika Chris-
tensen, Faye Du-
naway

Synopsis:
Ocean’s Eight is an upcoming 
American comedy heist film 
directed by Gary Ross and 
written by Olivia Milch. It is a 
spin-off of the Ocean’s Trilogy, 
and will be released on June 8, 
2018 by Warner Bros. Pictures. 
Initial release: 8 June 2018 
(USA)
Director: Gary Ross
Stars: Olivia Munn, Dakota 
Fanning, Matt Damon, Ri-
hanna 

informed that her younger sister is 
getting married.
Friday:12:30PM, 2:30PM, 4:30PM, 
6:30PM, 8:30PM
Saturday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM
Sunday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM
Monday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM
Tuesday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM
Wednesday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM
Thursday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM

THE WEDDING PARTY
Synopsis:
The Wedding party follows the 
shenanigans that go on during the 
planning of a wedding in Nigeria. 
Dunni a 24 year old art gallery 
owner and only daughter of her 
parents, Engineer Bamidele and 
Mrs. 
Friday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Saturday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM
Sunday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM
Monday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM
Tuesday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM
Wednesday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM
Thursday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM

 Synopsis:

On the last day of the year, 
mild-mannered high school 
English teacher Andy Camp-
bell (Charlie Day) is trying 
his best to keep it together 
amidst senior pranks, a dys-
functional administration, 
and budget cuts that put 
jobs on the line. But things 
go from bad to worse when 
he accidentally crosses his…
Initial release: 17 February 

FIST FIGHT

THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

2017 (USA)
Director: Richie Keen
Stars: Christina Hendricks, JoAnna Garcia Swisher, 
Charlie Day

Logan (Hugh Jackman) cares for an 
ailing Professor X (Patrick Stewart) at a 
remote outpost on the Mexican border. 
His attempt to hide from the outside 
world gets upended when X introduces 
him to a young mutant named Laura 
(Dafne Keen). 
Initial release: 2 March 2017 (Germany)
Director: James Mangold
Stars: Hugh Jackman, Patrick Stewart, 
Dafne Keen 
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Juggling roles, succeeding, amid stress

Murtala Muhammed’s daughter, Aisha, 
joins Harvard School leadership board

M
y heart today goes out to 
all the precious women 
around the world who are 
doing their very best to be 
mothers, wives and also 

outstanding employees in their places of 
work. It takes grace to juggle these roles and 
to succeed at them all. When I was younger 
and unmarried; listening to ministers who 
spoke about marriage, I thought they exag-
gerated when they said marriage was for 
women with strong hearts, not for lazy 
women or the faint at heart. Many times 
now as a married woman, their voices I hear 
ringing in my heart, what these women of 
virtue said years ago and I just want to use 
this piece to share a little of what is in my 
heart also for this generation of married 
women and generations to come if Jesus 
tarries. Our precious men, fiances and hus-
bands, please bear with us as you read this 
on behalf of your women. It will also bless 
you and show you the way to help your 
wife work her way through the numerous 
roles she is called to play.

For a while, marriage almost became a 
roller coaster. Even if my eyes were as heavy 
as lead, they knew and my brain also knew 
they had to be open by 4 am. My baby’s 
lunch and bath must be done in at least 30 
to 40 mins. I must be ready and out of the 
house on my way to work by 5.30 am for a 
tiring 1 to 2 hours journey to work. At least, 
my computer must be powered on by 8 am 
and as soon as it is, I completely forget every 
other thing until I have closed for the day. I 
fly out at 5 pm sometimes earlier just to beat 
the 3 hour traffic back home which I eventu-
ally fail to beat regardless of running out of 
the office early. I get home to meet a baby 
who has missed mummy and all she wants 
is to be cuddled till she falls asleep. I get 
back to fix dinner, prepare for the next day 
and finally probably fall asleep at around 
some minutes to 11 pm- a much interrupted 

T
he Women’s Leadership 
Board of the Women and 
Public Policy Programme at 
the Harvard Kennedy School, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts in 

the United States of America has invited 
Aisha Muhammed-Oyebode onto its 
Board.

Muhammed-Oyebode, a lawyer, 
administrator and philanthropist, is the 
chief executive officer of the Murtala 
Muhammed Foundation, a non-govern-
mental organisation.

The Women and Public Policy Pro-
gramme is a centre of the Harvard 
Kennedy School that specialises in 
groundbreaking gender research, teach-
ing, training and policy translation. 
Comprised of leaders from the most 
senior levels of business, government, 
academia, and the non-profit sector, 
members of the Women’s Leadership 
Board and the Women and Public Policy 
Program aim to create gender equal-
ity and improve the lives of women 
and men around the world, focusing 
on rigorous, high-impact research that 
furthers a shared mission of closing 

sleep. To be candid, at some point I missed 
my single life but could not even share this 
with anyone. I wondered how the Proverbs 
31 virtuous woman handled all she did. It 
was probably a lie or there was some trick 
to it. Well the Bible is a book of truths and 
there was no hidden trick and this is what 
I am about to share.

In no particular order, and probably in 
subsequent series I will highlight the things 
that made this woman a winner and what 
I have practised. I have seen huge results as 
a result of this.

Firstly this woman feared the Lord (Prov-
erbs 31:30 - Favour is deceitful, and beauty 
is vain: but a woman that fear the LORD, 
she shall be praised.) The fear of the Lord 
encompasses a lot of things and one of it is 
the acknowledgement of God’s presence. A 
woman can only be a successfully married 
one when she recognises the presence of 
God in the midst of all her duties and all the 
facets of her life. Your secular job is no more 
secular than it is spiritual. Your relationship 
with your husband, children and relatives 
are no more relational than it is spiritual. 
God placed you in that home, in that office 

gender gaps in the areas of economic op-
portunity, political participation, health 
and education.

By her membership of the Board, 

and so your roles are very spiritual and you 
must always consciously see these through 
the eyes of God and therefore, place him in 
the centre of it all. When you are aware that 
God strategically placed you in these roles, 
then you cannot but always seek his help.

Recently, I had to fly back home from 
my station on a Friday. I got home some 
minutes past 10 pm and we had a prayer 
night vigil to start at 12 midnight. I had 
some client sessions scheduled for the 
following week and had so much to tidy 
up before the sessions so I had come home 
with lots of work to do. At the vigil, the 
devil was almost stealing my peace, joy 
and my will to pray by weighing my heart 
down with what lay ahead of me over the 
weekend. The Holy Spirit reminded me of 
the giver of the job and how he could help 
me. I said a short prayer of help and sud-
denly I felt free. I had earlier developed a 
headache which is usual anytime I fly but 
at that point it was all gone as I burst into 
tongues and released myself to what God 
had for me at the prayer vigil. The weekend 
went by although tiring to the body with 
all I had to do but there was a certain grace 

Muhammed-Oyebode joins a dedicated 
group of women who have committed to 
deepening their participation in gender 
research and to interface with high-level 
policy and decision-makers to deploy 
interventions and Women and Public 
Policy Program expertise to close gen-
der gaps in their spheres of influence. 
Muhammed-Oyebode is also one of the 
few Africans on the Board.

“The Harvard Kennedy School is a 
globally reputed institution and I feel 
honoured to have been selected as a 
member of such a prestigious and il-
lustrious Board. I will surely contribute 
my best to make Nigeria proud,” she 
said.

“The contributions of the Women’s 
Leadership Board support the creation 
of a more gender-equal world using a 
two-pronged approach: the short-term 
strategy focuses on providing women 
with the skills and tools to successfully 
navigate existing systems, while the 
long-term strategy identifies effective 
policies that can create long-lasting 
structural change,” she further said.

The MurtalaMuhammed Founda-

OLUWAKEMI  ADEYEMI I can’t explain and by Sunday evening I 
had accomplished all I needed to do. It was 
amazing to see that what seemed like such 
a heavy load could be so light. A normal 
natural me, would have found a reason 
and excuse not to pray well at the prayer 
vigil or skip the vigil thereby missing out 
on what God had for me at the vigil. I could 
have complained all through the weekend 
about all I had to do and then become so 
cranky that a lovely weekend with my 
family would have turned sour. I could 
have thrown a pity party but turning to 
God made it so much simpler.

Now this can become a woman’s daily, 
weekly and yearly life; a life of pity, com-
plaining, crankiness, moodiness and what 
have you. The truth; there would never 
come a time when the demands in the life 
of a married woman will become lighter. 
Even when the children are gone, the grand-
children will be there. If you don’t believe 
this, ask your mother. Without God’s help 
received by turning to him to help and lead 
the way then life will be nothing more than 
a dead motion. This many times have even 
led to death of intimacy in marriage when 
the woman loses control of the rat race.

Choose rather a life of grace and 
strength. God gave you that home to nur-
ture, to help that man of purpose and to 
raise godly seeds. He gave you that job to 
be a light; that is your own pulpit. He has 
surrounded you with relatives and friends 
to be a blessing to. He has brought spiritual 
children your way in order to be the vessel 
through which he can reach them. You can 
never accomplish this through your own 
physical power. You can never accomplish 
this if you don’t get God your father and His 
Spirit involved in your daily itinerary. Don’t 
be deceived to think you can do it by your 
natural abilities, even you natural talents 
can fail without God. (Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust 
in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and he shall 
direct thy path).

tion of which she is the founding CEO 
was established with a humanitarian 
mission to improve the living condi-
tions of Africans through the reduction 
of poverty and elimination of conflict, 
while promoting self-reliance of Afri-
can people and communities. This mis-
sion has been practically implemented 
by the foundation through numerous 
humanitarian programs covering core 
thematic areas such as education and 
capacity development, disaster risk 
reduction, good governance and policy 
compliance among others.

The Women’s Leadership Board 
members are nominated by existing 
Women’s Leadership Board members 
or Harvard Kennedy School officials, 
and evaluated by the Women’s Leader-
ship Board executive committee and 
Harvard University.

Individual members are invited 
based on demonstrated leadership 
and professional accomplishments. All 
members possess a shared dedication 
to supporting the mission, growth and 
impact of the Women and Public Policy 
Programme.



Y
our performance at 
the MUSON/MTNF 
concert was awesome, 
how did you get to 
this point?

I will honestly say that the two 
years I spent in the MUSON under 
the MTNF scholarship was very 
key to me because, for those two 
years I had good instruction good 
teachers and colleagues who kept 
pushing me for more and the con-
ducive environment with the help 
of MUSON and MTN. I believe 
this is great music. The music our 
artistes churn out is really good 
music especially the MTN foun-
dation ambassadors, and indeed 
it is of great standard. Live music 
is essential for promoting culture.

What really happens in MU-
SON?

MUSON is a member society 

‘Live music essential for promoting culture’
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Entertainment

MABEL DIMMA has MUSON grew?
Internationally they have got 

higher qualifications. Like the 
group I was in, we went to perform 
in china and few years later the 
younger ones went to Italy, Ger-
many and London. We have lots 
of alumni outside the country, as 
the only African country. MUSON 
diploma is known by ABRSM as a 
standard for international degrees.

After here where next?
Right now I am recording and I 

have two singles out. I teach and 
perform music. I had the chance 
of performing in London last sum-
mer; I am looking forward to per-
forming in jazz festivals abroad.

 What instrument is your 
strength?

Saxophone and this is my best 
exposure to good environment 
so far.

concerts, musicals and the basic 
school were we teach younger 
ones. These young ones grow to 
join the diploma school.

How national or international 

Perpetua is a recording and performing musician, music education enthusiast, creative events producer and teacher. Perpie 
as she is fondly called is a soulful and inspirational saxophonist. She was the official saxophonist on set for the production 
of wakaa the musical performed at the Shaw theatre in London. She currently works as programmes and events officer 
with the MUSON management.

and a few people came together 
and set up MUSON. We have the 
likes of Akintola Williams. We 
have members who subscribe an-
nually and get to see CALSSICAL 

Jimi Solanke, Miatta Fahnbulleh for O’jez elder forum

T
h e  o n c e  p o p u l a r 
monthly highlife mu-
sic show, Elder’s Fo-
rum has made a return 
as announced by O’Jez 

Entertainment and Evergreen 
Musical Company. The show was 
also used as a medium to recog-
nise and honour individuals who 
have distinguished themselves 
in arts and entertainment.

The first edition of the rein-
vigorated Elders’ Forum holds to-
day, Sunday February 26, at O’jez 
celebrity restaurant ensconced 
within the National Stadium 
premises, Lagos.

The Elders’ Forum, according 
to Chief Joseph Odobeatu, chief 
executive officer of O’jez Enter-
tainment Group, was rested for 
about three years to enable it 
come back in a different shape 
and style.

This edition will feature Li-
berian superstar, Miatta Fahn-
bulleh, touted as one of Africa’s 
finest voice, along with Nigeria’s 
acclaimed folklorist, playwright 
and actor, Jimi Solanke, who was 

MABEL DIMMA

part of the team that made the 
film of Kongi’s Harvest by Nobel 
Laureate.

“We had to go back to the 
drawing board and work out 
a way to make the every last 
Sunday of the month event that 

rocked Lagos for almost 15 years 
look fresher and better.

“So, O’jez went into a partner-
ship with Evergreen Musical 
Company to make this happen. 
What you will witness on Sun-
day is a sharp departure from 

the past editions because we 
will strive to reinvent ourselves,” 
Odobeatu said.

Fahnbulleh has been rehears-
ing with Jimi Solanke as both 
of them will be on stage for the 
Sunday event.



Patrick Ifeanyi Ubah; the Legend

L
ast year, we took you on a 
tour with Legend real deal 
experience toured major 
cities in the country. And 
now in its bid to identify 

with, celebrate and reward local 
legends in these different cities, 
the brand has conferred on Nnewi 
native, businessman, politician, 
philanthropist and entrepreneur, 
Dr. Patrick Ifeanyi Ubah the title 
“Legend”.

“It’s a great honour to be celebrated 
by Legend Extra Stout in this way,” 
said the 45 year old CEO of Capital 
Oil and Gas Limited.

Ubah who is also Chairman of 
Ifeanyi Ubah FC, was elated to 
receive the honour and expressed 
his joy thus; “I am grateful for the 
award and for the fact that my 
Nnewi people get to unwind. It’s a 
good thing to take the evening off 
to just relax.”

Speaking on why the brand is rec-
ognising and celebrating Legends, 
Portfolio Manager-Mainstream, 
Lager and Stout brands Nigerian 
Breweries Emmanuel Agu said,

“We believe there is a legend 
in every man and by celebrating 
those that are well known, we can 
inspire other men to come out of 

Entertainment
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their shells and be real men. It was 
a great honour meeting Dr. Patrick 
Ifeanyi Ubah tonight and I’m glad 
the people of Nnewi came out to not 
only celebrate him but to also have 
a great time here at the Real Deal 
Experience”.

Denrele replaces Dbanj on “lip sync battle Africa”

M
TV Bas e has re-
vealed that the ul-
timate lip synching 
showdown is back 
– yes, Lip Sync Battle 

Africa, the pop culture phenom-
enon that’s swept the continent, 
returns to our TV screens from 22 
April for its second season.

At the helm for the second season 
is uber-babe, actress, presenter and 
model Pearl Thusi while flamboy-
ant Nigerian man-about-town, TV 
presenter and fashion icon Denrele, 
who takes over the role of “colour 
commentator”, adding his lively 
observations to the proceedings.

No stranger to the music business, 
Denrele has interviewed the likes 
of Akon, Beyoncé, Tyler Perry, Lil’ 
Kim, Snoop Dogg, and many more. 
Famous in Nigeria for his OTT calcu-
lated madness and edgy eccentrici-
ty, Denrele was himself a contestant 
on Lip Sync Battle Africa in Season 
1, where he battled against fellow 
TV personality Ebuka, losing out 
narrowly, despite storming perfor-
mances of “Johnny” by Yemi Alade 
and Jamiroquai’s 90s hit, “Virtual 
Insanity”.

Flipping his trademark tangled 

locks, an excited Denrele comment-
ed, “Co-hosting Lip Sync Battle Af-
rica is truly the answer to a prayer 
I never made! The universe truly 
opened a door, and I’m gonna make 
sure I jump right inside and DO IT!  
It’s quite surreal – I was a contestant 
in Series 1 who flew in last minute 
and “spiritually” won his LSB chal-
lenge, and now I’ve been elevated 
to co-host!  Try not to watch me, I 

dare you!!!! “Pearl and Denrele are 
going to make an awesome team. 
Pearl’s star quality is unmistake-
able and she is a consummate 
professional, while Denrele’s a true 
original - bold, exciting and just on 
the right side of crazy! His extraor-
dinary energy and total unpredict-
ability should be a fascinating and 
explosive addition to season 2 of 
Lip Sync Battle Africa,” said Monde 

Twala, Vice President, BET, Youth 
& Music, Viacom International 
Media Networks (VIMN) Africa 
Lip Sync Battle Africa season 2 will 
see well-known personalities and 
entertainers from across the conti-
nent strutting their stuff as they “lip 
sync” or mime to well-known songs 
in a bid to win the famous LSB win-
ner’s belt, armed with dancers, wigs, 
costumes, props and tons of swag! 

Jimi Solanke, Miatta Fahnbulleh for O’jez elder forum

MABEL DIMMA

The show, which also featured 
exciting performances from dance-
hall star Timaya, popular live band 
Tipsy Kelvano, and exciting onstage 
performances from popular come-
dian De Don and some local acts, 

saw thousands of Nnewi residents 
gather for a night of fun at the Kings 
Palace Hotel. Legend Real Deal Ex-
perience is expected to visit Lagos, 
Port Harcourt, Aba, Abuja, and 
Enugu in the coming weeks.

MABEL DIMMA
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‘I am satisfied even when business is down’
Isaiah Gbenayon Ogun, founder and CEO, Euclase Photography, is a banker turned photographer. 
In this interview with NATHANIEL AKHIGBE, he unveils why he left a lucrative banking job for 
photography. Excerpts:

Arts
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W
hy did you leave a lucra-
tive banking job to pho-
tography?

First, I asking myself, 
if I leave this job that I am 

currently doing and try something that does 
not work, I will have myself to blame. But at 
the same time, I was ready to take the risk 
and hope that it becomes something I want 
it to be. I had a steady job at that time; there 
was no reason for me to leave. But then, I 
realised that what I was doing was not in 
consistent with my life. I had my drive for 
other things which was photography. My 
passion for photography practically got to 
the point where I had to take the risk. I was 
very convinced about the movement. I was 
ready to take the responsibility, even if the 
transition goes bad.

Are there similar things your parents 
said about your future and what you have 
become now?

Not at all; they just wanted me to be 
great, nothing in particular. But they know 
that I am artistic and entrepreneurially 
driven. So, when I told them that I am going 
to do my own thing they did not object to it.

Going by your experience, when do you 
think one should leave a paid job?

The right time for such a risk is when 
you know that your skills level has gone 
to a point that is acceptable in the market 
place. You also need to think about the 
worst thing that can happen. You should 
be able to ask yourself questions such as: ‘If 
I take this risk and things don’t happen, am 
I going to breakdown? Am I willing to start 
all over again? But the time is not really one 
or two years, but a matter of experience. My 
advice is: chase the dream to a point where 
it becomes very evident and inevitable for 
you to take that risk. One should also not 
leave paid employment in a hurry because 
he or she is no longer interested in working 
for others. These days, many youths want 
to be their own bosses, but that is a wrong 
reason to leave a paid employment. It does 
not work that way. There is nothing wrong 
in being in paid employment. There are 
people whose dream is to develop a com-
pany that was started by someone else. It is 
a value dream. Working for someone is not 
slavery because if you think it is, working 
for yourself is also slavery. As your own 
boss, you are still working for people, just 
in a different context. You must serve to 
get paid. You must have the right mentality 
before leaving paid employment.

What is your counsel for those who are 
held in paid employment by the fear of the 
unknown?

My message for such people is to start 
building confidence in themselves. They 
should start saving for the purpose and start 
building the required skills. They should 
focus on the things that build faith and 
confidence; read books and listen to tapes 
of successful people in their chosen area; 
these are the things that built faith and 
confidence, although, unknowingly. By the 
time you start doing your own thing; people 
who like it will start showing interest for it. 
There is no way you will not be encouraged 
when people start patronizing what you are 
doing. Start gradually from where you are 
until people start coming to join you. Before 
you know it, you have brought something 
different to the market place and people 
are ready to pay for it. But they must have 

knowledge of what they want to do. It is 
important that people who have dreams 
do something about it because if they don’t, 
they will kill other people’s dreams attached 
to their own dreams. Through their dreams 
people will come up and manifest their own 
dreams. It is not just about you, but also 
about the people around you.

What genre of photography are you 
interested in?

Yes, there are difference sections of pho-
tography: people do fashion photography; 
food photography; wedding photography, 
corporate photography; landscape and 
agricultural photography, and all that. It is 
quite huge. But I chose wedding because it 
is a thing of joy. Wedding is a huge market 
in Nigeria. I love wedding and corporate 

It does not mean that I get it right all the 
time and make all the money. It just gives 
me joy to know that so far, I have been able 
to move forward and I do not I have regret. 
Even when business is down, I still feel some 
sort of fulfilment.    

Where do you see Euclase Photography 
in another five years?

In the next five years, we would have 
built a very strong brand in the industry 
that people can relate with. We will like 
to be building people up in corporate pho-
tography; enlightening them that photog-
raphy is not what it used to be. In the next 
five years, we would have been teaching 
people the professionalism of photography 
and customer service; the attitude, not just 
taken pictures.     

photography; it aligned with my own cul-
ture and value, coming from banking sector. 
Wedding photography in Nigeria is not fully 
tapped into yet; even though we are com-
ing up gradually. People still undervalued 
it in Nigeria. I love wedding photography 
because is a joyful thing and sharing in 
another person’s joy.

Has the recession affected your rev-
enue?

It has affected the business. Even though 
what we do is artistic, we still need to spend 
money for production. Printing cost has 
gone up, which means we are forced to 
revalue what we bring to the market place. 
But because what we do is a necessity, we 
still find a way to thrive. But I still celebrate 
the fact that I am able to chase a passion. 



A show of creativity in Biggie’s house

I
t was another week of eye-popping, 
seat-grabbing and brain-teasing 
actions by housemates as they 
both individually and collectively 
displayed their awesome talents in 

the task given to them by Biggie. They 
wagered 100 percent and at the end of 
the task, Biggie applauded their efforts 
and gave housemates a triple A rating. 
They also won their 100 percent wager.

The task demanded that housemates 
create two separate shows: a dance 
drama and a mini music performance 
by four different groups. Perhaps the 
housemate took Bassey’s admonitions 
after they lost their last wager, that be-
ing creative people, they should bring 
their creativity to bear when tackling 
their tasks. It became obvious that 
Bassey’s wise counsel was taken seri-
ously from the kind of show they put up.

The dance drama was choreographed 
by TallThinTony who is a professional 
dancer. Everyone brought out their 
A-game to the delight of viewers and 
approval of Biggie. The songs were origi-
nal and written by housemates. In sum-
mary, the drama depicted the struggles 
one faces in life when climbing the suc-
cess ladder and the various challenges 
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faced whether from family, the society 
and even oneself. TBoss played the lead 
character and business development 
officer gave a good account of herself. 
She played the role of a young talented 
artist who wanted to pursue her dreams 
of being the next Pablo Picasso but got 
a lot of resistance from her father, her 
friends and even her community. They 
all asked her to stop wasting time and 
get married so she could begin to make 
babies.

She left her village for the city but 
her sojourn was not rosy as she encoun-

tered a lot of disappointment and even 
at a stage lost track and met with bad 
friends who almost succeeded in killing 
her dreams until she met a benefactor 
who saw her work and recognized her 
talents. Many years down the line, she 
came back home, a successful artist 
and everyone including her father who 
destroyed her first artwork, came out to 
celebrate her success. The lesson being 
that people who never give up on their 
dreams and perseverance will surely 
succeed.

For a show that has received so much 

mixed reaction, this week’s task has 
done a lot to improve the perception of 
housemates by viewers. Lately, social 
media has been buzzing with various 
negative commentaries on how the 
show promotes pornography and in-
decent behaviour calling house mates 
simpletons for being willing tools in the 
hands of Biggie. This view was height-
ened with housemates’ favourite games 
of ‘Truth or Dare’ or ‘Confession’. It does 
not help matters that they also enjoy the 
kissing festival, forcing viewers to think 
less of their professionalism and more 
of their romantic and emotional sides.

The housemates are from diverse 
professional background and have 
displayed various forms of intelligence 
during the course of the show. A case in 
point was during the live eviction shows 
and three housemates were called up 
on stage to play the eviction games. 
Mouth-watering cash prize were up for 
grabs and not so good reward for losers. 
Bisola, Bassey and TBoss were selected 
to play the game live. While Bisola and 
Bassey answered their questions cor-
rectly, TBoss was not successful and was 
saddled with washing the dishes in the 
house for one week.

It may not have been a deliberate 
plan by the organizers of the show but it 
seems all the housemates have one form 
of talent or the other for the entertain-
ment industry including music, dance, 
stage play, movies and production. In 
as much as they entertain themselves 
with the many games they play aside 
from the tasks give them by Big Brother, 
they are not brainless simpletons as 
some people think and do not engage 
in soft porn. A quick search on the in-
ternet produced music videos released 
by Soma, Bisola, Debbie Rise and Jon. 
Debbie Rise’s Cunny Cunny has over 
56,000 views and Jon’s Uncle Suru 
has made viewers call on Don Jazzy of 
Marvin Records to sign him up as soon 

as he leaves the Big Brother house. Some 
people swear that CoCoIce’s Emi lo mo 
na sounds like a reincarnation of one of 
the late DaGrin’s production, who was 
popular for his brand of vernacular rap.

Come Sunday, at least one housemate 
will be evicted from the house. The ten-
sion in the house is however in double 
douse because Biggie annulled the 
nomination votes this week and will 
nominate those that will be up for evic-
tion. The fear factor was again height-
ened when Biggie dared housemates in 
a superstitions and phobia themed task. 
A twist to the task was for housemates 
to eat an ‘abnormally’ prepared food, 
failure of which one of their secrets 
will be revealed to the house. As is tra-
ditional with Biggie, this is yet another 
challenge which housemates will have 
to ‘swallow’ literarily in order to avoid 
certain secrets coming to light. Someone 
like Tripple T should be careful before 
his closely guarded secret comes to light.

Big Brother Naija is a show that not 
only celebrates the winner and gives 
him/her fame, it also provides a launch-
pad for other housemates to explore 
their areas of interests enhanced by the 
myriad of experience garnered during 
the course of the show. Remember that 
they also get visits from accomplished 
celebrities who share their wealth of 
experience and give them wise counsel 
on how to forge ahead in their chosen 
career.

Already, the popularity of house-
mates has soared high and those who 
have released music videos online are 
receiving great reviews with campaigns 
by their fans for some of them to be 
signed up by popular music labels. Even 
subscription of their YouTube channels 
have increased and the world will be 
their oyster on their return back home.  

If you think you can predict the com-
ing week, think again because Biggie is 
always big on trick.
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Grammy Award winner, Lekan Babalola, 
Biyi Bandele sign with TMC

R
enowned percussionist, 
Lekan Babalola and award-
winning filmmaker, Biyi 
Bandele have shown no 
signs of slowing down their 

acts as they penned new deals with 
wave-making talent agency, Temple 
Management Company (TMC).

The two-time Grammy award-
winning musician, as well as, the Half 
Of A Yellow Sun filmmaker signed their 
deals separately in London where they 
are both based.

The vastly travelled Lekan Babalola, 
who has been described as a “wizardly 
percussionist” by the Washington Post, 
is one of Nigeria’s biggest music exports. 
He has worked with many renowned 
acts such as the late Prince, Cassandra 
Wilson, Ernest Ranglin, Branford Mar-
salis, African Jazz All Stars, Roy Ayers, 
David Byrne, Damon Albarn and Tony 
Allen.

Lekan Babalola welcomed the sign-
ing and said he had spent many years 
looking for an indigenous company 
that shared his values. “I am delighted 
to work with The Temple Management 
Company and I strongly believe the 
company’s contribution to my artistic 
success in Nigeria and Africa is highly 
important and I look forward to the 
partnership,” Babalola said.

“I became sold when I stumbled on 
the impressive way that TMC executed 
the King Sunny Ade’s Sunny On Sun-
day Concert and I believe that TMC’s 

involvement is a pre-requisite for the 
success of my artistic career in Nigeria 
and Africa,” he added. 

On his part, Biyi Bandele expressed 
optimism describing his new deal as 
a strategic synergy that will raise the 
bar in the African creative sector. “I 
have been looking for representation 
not only for my film work but also to 
engage in commercial opportunities 
across Africa. Temple is the perfect fit 
and I believe we can export world class 

entertainment from the continent to 
the rest of the world,” he added.

Since it set up shop in March, last 
year, the Temple Management Com-
pany has impressed by positioning itself 
as one of the foremost players operating 
in the creative sector in Nigeria and Af-
rica. The full-service company, which 
boasts of a team of young professionals 
has offices in Lagos and Nairobi, as well 
as, a presence in London, New York and 
Johannesburg.

SUNDAYBD 43C002D5556 Sunday  26 February  2017

Idris Olorunnimbe, CEO/ Founder, 
noted that Temple Management Com-
pany will work with Lekan Babalola 
and Biyi Bandele to put Nigeria on the 
map of the international jazz and film 
circuit respectively.

Als o lending his  voic e,  Mark 
Redguard, TMC’s Head of Entertain-
ment, said the opportunities are limit-
less to work with two of the biggest cre-
ative forces out of Nigeria to the world.

Beauty pageantry, catalyst for creative sector - Minister

L
ai Mohammed, Minister of 
Information and Culture, has 
described beauty pageantry 
as a catalyst for the growth of 
the creative sector, hence the 

need to support it for the creative indus-
try to transit into a creative economy.

The Minister stated this in Abuja 
recently when the chairman of Daily 
Times Newspaper, Fidelis Anosike, for-
mally presented to him the 40th Miss 
Nigeria, Chioma Obiadi.

“I look at beauty pageantry as an 
integral part of the creative industry 
because when you are organising 
a pageant like Miss Nigeria, it is the 
entire creative industry that you are 
waking up, starting from the make-up 
artist to the hairstylist, music, the film 
industry and you can imagine the kind 
of economy that is created around just 
one Miss Nigeria Pageantry.

“I do not look at Miss Nigeria just 
from the view point of beautiful ladies 
prancing on the catwalk and say who is 
more beautiful. I think it goes beyond 
that. It is a catalyst for the creative 
industry and that is why it must be 
encouraged,” he said.

The minister also said beauty pag-
eantry is a veritable platform for 
tourism as well as for showcasing the 
country’s heritage and image.

“The oldest beauty pageantry I think 
is the Miss America, which actually 
started in 1921 and it was primarily 
because a businessman wanted to at-
tract tourists to his city, New Jersey. 
You can see the link between beauty 

pageantry and tourism, which is one of 
the portfolios of this ministry,” he said.

The minister noted that even though 
beauty pageantry was a little unpopu-
lar at the beginning because of the 
concerns about decency, over the years, 

pageant winners have made a huge dif-
ference by serving as role models and 
the embodiment of what is good about 
their countries.

He pledged to use the platform of the 
Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) 
to further deepen and popularize the 
contest.

In his remarks, Anosike said the or-
ganisation has been working hard to re-
vive the Miss Nigeria Pageantry, which 
started in 1957, to provide a platform for 
the empowerment of young women.

“Coming here today is to be able to re-
vive the age-long tradition and alliance 
between the Daily Times and the cul-
ture and heritage platform, especially 
now that the Ministry of Information 
and Culture is properly aligned under 
the leadership of Lai Mohammed that 
understands strategic communication,” 
he said.

Anosike expressed his willingness to 
collaborate with the ministry to use the 
Miss Nigeria platform to promote the 
“Change Begins With Me” campaign of 
the Federal Government.

Also speaking, the 40th Miss Nigeria, 
Chioma Obiadi, expressed her deep 
passion about Nigeria because of the 
country’s rich cultural heritage and 
values and pledged to promote them 
during her reign.
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Dubai Tourism shows more 
commitment to West African market

O
n May 10, 13, 16, 
2016, Dubai Tour-
ism held its first-
ever road shows 
across three ma-

jor cities in Nigeria; Lagos, 
Abuja and Port Harcourt.

The road shows witnessed 
over 12 participanting com-
panies from Dubai who made 
presentations of their com-
panies, hotels and businesses 
to the Nigerian audience/
partners.

Riding on that successful 
2016 outing, Dubai Tourism 
returned this year with the 
second leg of the road show, 
which is now expanded be-
yond the Nigerian borders to 
Ghana.

Once again, Stella Obinwa, 
regional director for Africa, 
Dubai Department of Tour-
ism and Commerce Market-
ing (DTCM), was delighted 
at flagging off the road show 
at Federal Palace Hotel and 
Casino, Victoria Island, Lagos, 
on Monday February 20, 2017.

The amiable regional di-
rector for Africa, explained 
that Dubai Tourism was on 
the road show once again 
to further create awareness 
of the all-in-one destination 
Dubai, to establish and con-
solidate on the collaborations 
between Dubai and Nigerian 
businesses and also to show 
Nigerians more attractions 
that are opening in the city.

To spice the roadshow, this 
year’s edition was expanded 
from two major cities in Nige-
ria to include Accra in Ghana 
in line Dubai Tourism’s grow-
ing commitment to the West 
African market. While Obin-
wa led 12 companies from 
Dubai at the opening show on 
February 20th in Lagos, the 
road show continued in Abuja, 
the Nigerian capital city on 
February 22 and Accra in 
Ghana on February 25, 2017.

The participating c om-
panies from Dubai met, ex-
changed and engaged travel 
trade practitioners and stake-
holders in Nigeria and Ghana. 
The Dubai companies include; 
Emirates Holidays, Emirates 
Airlines, Arabian Falcon Holi-
days, Red Apple Travel, Dubai 
Parks and Resorts, Hyatt Re-
gency Dubai, North Tours, 
Prime Hospital, Dubai College 
of Tourism, Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry, Grand 
Hyatt Dubai, Nikki Beach 

and General Directorate of 
Residency and Foreign Affairs 
– Dubai.

For the first time, the road 
show included a health com-
pany due to the growing num-
ber of Nigerians that travel for 
medical tourism in UK, India 
and Germany and also the dif-
ficult in securing medical visa 
by most travel agents here.

Assuring the Nigerian trav-
el agents and tour operators 
on mutual working relation-
ship at the Lagos road show, 
Bassel Al Bakkar, marketing 
manager,

 Prime Hospital, Dubai, not-
ed that the hospital is closer 
and cheaper than those in 
Europe and India that most 
Nigerians visit.

“In terms of quality, our 
world-class health facilities, 
highly trained medical pro-
fessionals and easy visa pro-
cedure speak for us.  Besides, 
our numerous laurels attest to 
our quality and commitment 
to world class and efficient 
healthcare delivery. Prime 
Hospital won: Dubai Qual-

ity Appreciation Award 2012, 
Sharjah Economic Excellence 
Award 2010, Dubai Quality 
Appreciation Program 2007, 
and was voted Superbrand 
2016 UAE’s Choice”, Al Bak-
kar said.  

However, Al Bakkar as-
sured Nigerian travel agents 
a 15-percent commission on 
every client they bring to the 
hospital for medical tourism or 
treatment.

Explaining the imperative 
of the road show during his 
presentation at the event, 
Omar Abdulaziz Khan, direc-
tor, International Offices of the 
Dubai Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, noted that Dubai 
is looking at doing more busi-
ness with Nigeria, the biggest 
economy in Africa with a great 
Dubai-bound tourists and con-
necting passengers potential.

Khan noted that Dubai 
recorded 14.9 million visitors 
in 2016, Dubai International 
Airport hosted 83.6 million 
passengers in 2016, while 
Dubai is targeting 20 million 
visitors by 2020 and needs to 

create more awareness of its 
tourism, business and even 
medical facilities to woo more 
visitors in order to meet visi-
tors’ target, especially in 2020.

As well, in their presenta-
tion, Halip Hatip, head, Africa 
Sales at Dubai Parks and Resort 
(DPR) and Chiamaka Ifediora, 
his colleague who is based in 
Nigeria, unveiled to the Ni-
gerian travel trade,  reasons 
the recently opened park is a 
must-visit and should be sold 
to the Nigerian travel public 
and tourists alike.

On the heel of Dubai Parks 
and Resort presentation was 
Nikki Beach, the newest ho-
tel facility in Dubai, which 
opened last December.

Also, Ricky Kanani, manag-
ing director, North Tours, was 
on hand to present the exciting 
tour packages and services his 
company offers from all-round 
tour packaging to cruses, yacht 
services among others.

Besides the interactive ses-
sions, another highlight of the 
road show was raffle draws 
where free air tickets, tours 

packages, choice hotel accom-
modations among others were 
given by all the participating 
companies to lucky travel 
agents.

At the end, the excited Stel-
la Obinwa was happy that 
Dubai Tourism and the partici-
pating companies have been 
able to educate the market as 
much as possible, creating the 
needed awareness and remov-
ing roadblocks to mutual busi-
ness relations between Dubai 
companies and their Nigerian 
and Ghanaian trade partners.

“We brought all these com-
panies together to create op-
portunities to engage with 
them and to ask questions 
which they have answers to. 
This year, Dubai Tourism is 
engaging setup meetings with 
individual stakeholders to 
meet the companies’ represen-
tatives from Dubai in an effort 
to relate with and establish 
useful business connections 
and to be able to address in-
dividual stakeholder’s needs 
specifically for it”, Obinwa 
concluded.
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…engages trade partners, public with road shows

Samer Arnouk, director of sales, Hyatt Regency, Hotel Dubai; Stella Obinwa, regional director for Africa, Dubai Tourism; Major Jamal Mohammed Bin Hammad, head of section, Ministry of Interior, 
General Directorate, Residency and Foreigners Affairs, UAE,  and Jeff Strochan, director, Dubai Expert, UAE, during the 2017 Dubai Tourism West Africa Road show in Lagos. 
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First Lounge: A redefined lifestyle, banking 
experience for air passengers

W
hile rushing to 
present his tick-
et for a boarding 
pass over an air-

line counter at the departure 
wing of the Murtala Moham-
med International Airport La-
gos, an air passenger paused on 
seeing the beautiful lounge that 
was being opened by dignitaries 
adorned on corporate attires.

He was confused and crossed 
checked the wing of the airport 
he was because such beautiful 
lounges are only seen after 
passing the security checks and 
about to board the airplane.

On return after getting his 
boarding pass, the Dubai-bound 
passenger, walked closer to the 
entrance of the lounge and 
was told it was truly a  lounge 
like those seen after the secu-
rity checks, the difference is 
the location, which is actually 
strategic for the sponsors of the 
lounge.

Truly, it is all about conve-
nience, innovation, comfort and 
easy banking at FirstLounge; 
a best-in class travel and busi-
ness lounge situated at the 
departure wing of the Murtala 
Mohammed International Air-
port Lagos.

The lounge, which opened on 
February 23, 2017 is courtesy of 
First Bank of Nigeria Limited 
in partnership with FirstStreet 
and is aimed at redefining air-

play area with an interactive fun 
floor, an ATM and more to help 
them make a productive use of 
their waiting time at the lounge.

Folake Ani-Mumuney, group 
head, Marketing and Corporate 
Communications for FirstBank, 
stated that, “As a key driver of in-
novative change and in line with 
our commitment to convenience 
and ease of banking, FirstBank 
remains committed to leveraging 
evolving technology in deliver-
ing lifestyle banking services 
and products to travelers even as 
we enable the development of 
the nation’s travel and tourism 
industry”.

environment”.
“All that you need to relax 

before departing on your journey 
or seeing off your friends, busi-
ness associates and family. We 
like to thank the management of 
FirstBank for making this truly 
modern international standard 
lounge possible”, he added.

Guests at the Lounge would en-
joy imperial treatment such as des-
ignated FirstBank staff that would 
be available to answer queries, 
resolve complaints and provide 
feedback within a shorter turn-
around time. Other facilities at the 
lounge include interactive screens, 
Wi-Fi access, charging points, kids’ 

port experiences of the bank’s 
customers and other travelers.

Like the Dubai-bound pas-
senger rightly observed, the 
Lounge is the only premium 
lounge located on the landside 
of the MMIA (pre-security). 
However, it is a dedicated value-
adding service initiative tailored 
to ease both travelers and non-
travelers the stress of waiting 
on long queues and the endless 
search for comfort and conve-
nience while at the airport.

FirstLounge is also designed 
to make available lifestyle bank-
ing services such as issuance 
of international cards for use 
abroad, settlement of last min-
ute airport-related or personal 
fees via bank transfer or activa-
tion of digital banking channels 
and withdrawal and transfer of 
last minutes cash via dedicated 
ATM points to family members 
and wards before travelling 
among many others.

Speaking at the launch, Ad-
esola Adeduntan, MD/CEO, 
First Bank of Nigeria Limited 
and Subsidiaries, noted that 
FirstBank is a customer-friendly 
bank and is extending that 
friendliness to its customers on 
transit with the innovative and 
well-equipped lounge that cart-
ers to their quality relaxation, 
improve their air travel experi-
ence and also aid them in fast 
tracking business even while 
on transit.

As well, Richard Akerele, 
chairman, First Street Limited, 

stated that FirstBank is continu-
ing its heritage of being first and 
leading the way in Nigeria with 
new innovative ideas and exem-
plary customer service. “This 
New lounge will not only raise 
the bar of standard operations in 
our airports but provide efficient 
banking services to existing and 
new customers in a comfortable 
and secure state of the art envi-
ronment. The lounge will offer 
interactive internet hardware 
and software facilities, high 
speed internet for last minute 
communications, with light 
meals, snacks, a variety of bever-
ages served by well-trained staff 
in an air conditioned and quiet 
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South Africa Tourism, others partner Port Harcourt Bantaba 2017

A
s organisers of Port Har-
court Bantaba are put-
ting finishing touches 
to the preparation for 

a good outing from March 16-17, 
2017, participants such as South 
Africa Tourism, Tripberry.com, 
Golden Tulip Hotels and De Edge 
Hotels have all confirmed their 
partnership with two-day event 
in Port Harcourt, the capital city 
of River State.

South Africa Tourism, which 
has been championing and en-
couraging intra-African tour-
ism across the continent, will be 
partnering with Port Harcourt 
BANTABA 2017 and will use the 
platform to engage with travel 
trade professionals and also pro-
mote South Africa as an all-season 
preferred tourist destination for 
travelers.

Also confirmed for the Port 
Harcourt event is Tripberry.com, 
the online booking portal of May-
fair Travel Nigeria Limited, and is 
one of the leading service provid-
ers in the travel industry in Nige-

ria, which focuses on providing 
optimum attention to customer 
needs and satisfaction.

According to Vinod Kaurani, 
managing director, Mayfair Travels 
Limited, “Tripberry.com handles 
ticketing of airlines, assists with 
seat allocation at time of reserva-
tion subject to airline access avail-
able, manages Frequent Flyer for 
clients and process refunds”.

The management of Golden 
Tulip Hotels had already expressed 
their readiness to welcome Bana-
taba delegates in the Garden City. 
According to Kazzeem Durosomo, 
general manager of the hotel, 
‘’Golden Tulip Port Harcourt Hotel 
is a 4-star business hotel that is 
situated in a tranquil of the oil city.

 De Edge hotel, the venue for 
Port Harcourt BANTABA, is a 
4-star hotel with 80 luxury rooms. 
According to Christine Plaatjies, the 
general manager, ‘’De Edge Hotel is 
a place where guests are treated 
like royalties. It is managed by Lac 
Management Consultants, a South 
African Hotel Management Com-

pany that provides highly skilled 
hotel management consultants and 
experts. The hotel is tucked away 
from the cosmopolitan traffic of the 
city and offers extensive luxury 
and comfort in the true tradition 
of De Edge hospitality.

According to Ikechi Uko, the 
organizer, Bantaba is a travel and 
tourism speed dating event that 
was first held at Abuja in 2011. 
And it was a success story. It was 
an opportunity for stakeholders 
in the industry to come together 
to discuss some of the salient is-
sues affecting the sector and the 
way forward. With the Akwaaba 
annual travel fair, the foremost 
West African travel fair holding 
in Lagos, ACCRA Weizo in Ghana, 
the Bantaba speed dating will 
offer a platform for travel trade 
networking in the South-South & 
South- East region of the country 
this year.

BANTABA has been scheduled 
to hold from March 16-17, 2017. 
Leading destinations in tourism 
such as South Africa, UAE, Kenya 

and Uganda are expected to come 
and market to local tour opera-
tors at the destination marketing 
event. Experts will be present to 
train agents on how to package in-
bound and out-bound tours, there 
will also be an E-tourism training 
session with E-tourism expert and 
CEO eTourism Frontiers Kenya, 
Damian Cook, Trip advisor, Google 
and Facebook.

Training will cover topics; 
eTourism in Theory and Practice, 
eMarketing Strategy, Web Design, 
Content and Management, Analyt-
ics and Conversion Optimisation, 
Search Engine Marketing, Relation-
ship Marketing, The Generation 
Gap- Encouraging User Generated 
Content;  Trip advisor, Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, Man-
aging Multimedia, Mobile and Lo-
cation Based Services. Participants 
will be provided with materials at 
the training venue and certificate 
of attendance.

The recognition and awards for 
the Top 100 Hotels in Nigeria will 
hold at the Travellers Night Din-

ner at Port Harcourt BANTABA, 
on March 16, 2017. Top 100 Hotels 
in Nigeria is aimed at recogniz-
ing and celebrating hotels which 
have impacted positively on the 
growth and development of travel 
and tourism business in Nigeria 
through maintaining resilience, 
high quality in service delivery, ex-
cellence in operations, top class in 
infrastructure and steady progress 
in growth. It was started in 2011 by 
Travellers magazine.

Other awards lined up at the 
event, are the Tourism Man of the 
year, Aviation Man of the Year, 
the Hospitality Personality of the 
Year, Travel Personality of the 
Year, the Hotel Man of the Year 
and the Three Most Active Tour-
ism State in Nigeria. Ben Ayade, 
Governor of Cross River State, was 
voted Tourism Man of the Year for 
sustaining the Carnival Calabar 
and most importantly, for improv-
ing on the offerings of the carnival 
with the international edition and 
bikers fiesta despite the economic 
recession.
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‘Quick fixes can’t sustain 
aviation infrastructure’

T
he Chairman 
of the Resort 
Group, Wale 
B a b a l a k i n 
has said that 

infrastructure deficit is 
one of the major prob-
lems facing the coun-
try’s aviation sector and 
cannot be sustained by 
quick fixes.

S p eaking on the 
topic, ‘Focus on Nige-
ria’s Aviation Sector’, 
Babalakin, whose firm, 
Bi-Courtney Aviation 
Services Limited (BASL) 
manages the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport 
Two (MMA2), said in-
frastructure deficit was 
a deliberate position of 
the government.

According to him, “If 
you’ve been doing the 
same thing for 63 years 
and it has continued to 
fail, doesn’t that tell you 
that there is something 
wrong with the system? 
It is a systemic failure 
that is all encompass-
ing.”

Babalakin said gov-
ernment institutions 
must begin to honour 
their commitments, 
adding that, “If you go 

to countries that inves-
tors are competing to 
come into, it is because 
of the sanctity of con-
tracts. Yes, you may say 
you don’t agree with 
a transaction, but you 
signed.

“You have to wait for 
that transaction to lapse 
before you can alter it, 
or you have to pay sub-
stantially for trying to 
alter it. If we don’t have 
a system that makes an 

Stories by Ifeoma okeke
of understanding and 
allowed it to compound 
the problems until a 
stage when they could 
no longer tolerate it.”

Speaking on the avia-
tion Bailout Fund, he 
asked, “What were the 
terms of the Bailout 
Fund? Who was respon-
sible for the monitoring 
of the Bailout Fund? 
When did it crystallise? 
What action was taken 
immediately? If all these 
were not done, then 
it was a bonanza. The 
government set out to 
ensure that it did not 
succeed.”

Hadi Sirika, Minis-
ter of State for Avia-
tion, who was also on 
the programme, said 
there was no effort in 
the past to improve the 
sector. He promised that 
the government would 
work with the private 
sector through conces-
sions in a transparent 
and efficient way to 
improve aviation infra-
structure.

On the plan to shut 
down the Abuja Airport 
for repairs of its runway 
next month, Sirika said 
it was necessary in or-
der to prevent accidents 
and ensure safety.

The Minister also said 
the government would 
establish a national 
carrier that would be 
private-sector driven, 
noting that Aero and 
Arik failed because of 
impunity.

Pekun Sowole, an 
aviation lawyer, agreed 
with Babalakin that 
there was an institu-
tional failure and placed 
the blame on govern-
ment.

To him, the govern-
ment was 80 per cent 
responsible for the col-
lapse of many of the 
airlines. “We have re-
fineries that don’t work. 
There’s no aviation fuel 
and we know what per-
centage that takes in the 
operation of an aircraft. 
With all the numerous 
charges the government 
places on these airlines, 
they can’t cope. Invari-
ably, they will collapse,” 
he said.

On incessant delays 
and cancellation of 
flights without notice, 
Babalakin said passen-
gers do not seek redress 
from the Federal Avia-
tion Authority of Nige-
ria (FAAN) because they 
had been disappointed 
many times in the past.

ethiopian airlines aviation academy 
Graduates 184 aviation Professionals

E
thiopian Airlines 
A v i a t i o n  A c a d -
emy (EAA), ICAO 
T R A I N A I R  P l u s 

member and IATA autho-
rized global training center, 
has graduated 184 aviation 
professionals at a ceremony 
held at the Academy’s Com-
mercial and Cabin Crew 
Training Building on Sat-
urday, February 18, 2017. 
Among the total graduates, 
145 are females.

Tewolde GebreMariam, 
the Group Chief Executive 
Officer, gave out diplomas to 
the graduates and achieve-
ment awards to top per-
forming ones. In this round, 
90 graduates are from Cabin 
Crew and Catering, 84 from 
Commercial and Ground 
Operations Training School 
and the rest are trained 
on Equipment and Facility 

Maintenance.
 According to Tewolde, 

“Education is the greatest 
Equalizer in our highly in-
tegrated world today and for 
this reason we are putting 
great emphasis in training 
young Ethiopians and our 
African brothers and sisters 
in order to enable them 
develop the required global 
standard qualification to fly 
successful African Airlines.

“We are very proud of 
our Aviation Academy 
achievements and global 
standard capabilities in vari-
ous professions in the Avia-
tion industry. In line with 
our vision 2025, we are ex-
panding the capacity of the 
Academy to accommodate 
from 1,000 today to 4,000 
students by 2025.

“Today’s graduation is 
a continuation of this long 

journey. I take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate the 
graduates and their families 
and friends. I also thank 
the Academy staff for their 
hard work and achieve-
ments.”

E t h i o p i a n  A v i at i o n 
Academy is certified by 
the Ethiopian Civil Aviation 
Authority, the U.S Federal 
Aviation Administration, 
the European Aviation 

investor believe he can 
look at a 20-year run 
in a transaction, why 
should he come in and 
invest heavily? If he is 
coming in, then he’s just 
coming for a quick fix. 
Infrastructure cannot 
be sustained with quick 
fixes.”

The Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria advised that 
if public officials have 
issues with agreements 
signed by previous ad-

ministrations, dispute 
resolution processes 
should be explored.

On the takeover of 
Arik Air by the Assets 
Management Corpora-
tion of Nigeria (AM-
CON), he said, “I won’t 
sit down here and join in 
criticising Arik Air. Arik 
would have its own is-
sues but the system in-
dulged Arik. The sys-
tem overlooked all the 
breaches of agreements 

..To host ICao Global aviation Training and trainer plus symposium
Safety Agency (EASA), and 
IATA Safety Audit (IOSA). 
The Academy has been pro-
viding training for pilots, air-
craft maintenance techni-
cians, cabin crew, marketing 
personnel and leadership 
development trainees for 
Ethiopians and other na-
tionals from Africa, Middle 
East and Asia for more than 
seven decades.

 Furthermore, Ethiopian 

airlines, also announced 
that it will host the ICAO 
Global Aviation Training 
and TRAINAIR PLUS Sym-
posium with the theme: 
“Together, enhancing train-
ing to build capacity” at the 
seat of the African Union, 
Addis Ababa from April 11 
through 13, 2017.

According to GebreMari-
am, “It is a profound honour 
for all of us at Ethiopian 

Airlines to host the ICAO 
Global Aviation Training 
and TRAINAIR PLUS Sym-
posium which brings major 
industry players together, 
to exchange best practices 
and experiences in human 
res ourc es development 
and aviation training, and 
more specifically on the 
TRAINAIR PLUS Program 
for the advancement of the 
Global aviation.

An estimated 400-500 
expected participants will 
be taking part in the Sym-
posium, including the ICAO 
council President and the 
Secretary General, transport 
ministers, ambassadors, civil 
aviation and airport authori-
ties, civil aviation officials, 
aircraft manufacturers, air-
line and airport operators, 
industry policy makers, and 
tourism experts.

Wale Babalakin



Ronaldo, Manchester United top Chinese Internet tables
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R
eal Madrid star Cristiano Ronaldo 
is comfortably the most influential 
soccer player online in China, while 
Manchester United are the most 
dominant club, according to a report.

The annual ‘Red Card’ report by Shanghai-
based consultancy Mailman compiled data on 
top European clubs and their players, using 
metrics including social media followers, fan 
engagement and e-commerce.

Portugal forward Ronaldo topped the index 
ahead of second-placed Arsenal midfielder Me-
sut Ozil and third-placed Real team mate Gareth 
Bale. Manchester United pair Anthony Martial 
and Wayne Rooney rounded out the top five.

Ronaldo’s online engagement was more 
than “10 times” higher than any other player, 
the report said.

Football-mad China has proven an increas-
ingly lucrative market for Europe’s top leagues, 
clubs and players in recent years.

STORIES BY ANTHONY NLEBEM The English Premier League sold three years 
of television rights in China from 2019-20 to 
streaming service PPTV for $700 million, a 
source told Reuters in November, several times 
the size of a previous six-year deal with Beijing-
based Super Sports Media.

Manchester United toured the country in 
the pre-season last year and were ranked ahead 
of Bayern Munich, Arsenal and Liverpool for 
online influence.

Cross-town rivals Manchester City were fifth 
on the table.

Although English clubs dominated the top 
five, the German Bundesliga was rated the most 
influential league ahead of the Premier League 
and Spain’s third-ranked La Liga.

The Bundesliga was the only European 
league to have launched a “full digital presence 
including a Chinese language website”, the 
report said.

China has the world’s largest population of 
internet users, with its top social messaging app 
WeChat boasting 800 million users.

Mancini tipped to become next Leicester City manager

F
ormer Manchester City 
manager Roberto Mancini 
is the bookmakers’ favourite 
to replace compatriot Claudio 

Ranieri as the Premier League cham-
pions sacked Leicester City manager 
after the Italian on Thursday.

British bookmaker Sky Bet was of-
fering odds of 6/4 on Mancini taking 
over relegation-threatened Leicester, 
while William Hill had the 2011-12 
Premier League-winning coach at 
13/8 as of 0520 GMT on Friday.

Mancini, who left Inter Milan last 
August, won the Premier League 
with City in 2012.

Former Leicester manager Nigel 
Pearson is second-favourite for the 
job, with Alan Pardew, Guus Hid-
dink, Neil Lennon, Frank de Boer 
and Gary Rowett the other leading 
contenders.

The affable Ranieri is a hugely 
popular figure after leading 5,000-1 
outsiders Leicester to the title last 

season, even though the team is cur-
rently just a point and a place above 
the relegation zone.

In England, well-known soccer 
pundits were quick to criticise his 

dismissal, with former Liverpool 
defender Jamie Carragher calling it 
an “absolute joke”.

“I think a lot of people wouldn’t 
have wanted to see Leicester go 

down with Ranieri as the manager 
but I think a lot of that sympathy will 
go now,” Carragher told Sky Sports.

“They were everyone’s second 
team but that’s well gone now... I’m 
devastated for him. A lot of questions 
have got to be asked of the owners 
and of the players.

“I think they should have a statue 
of him there and I think they should 
start that in the morning.”

Manchester United manager Jose 
Mourinho, who was sacked by Chel-
sea in Dec. 2015, less than a year after 
winning the title, posted a message 
of support for Ranieri on Instagram.

“Champion of England and FIFA 
Manager of the Year. Sacked. That’s 
the new football, Claudio. Keep 
smiling AMICO (friend). Nobody 
can delete the history you wrote,” 
said Mourinho, whose last game in 
charge of Chelsea ended in defeat 
by soon-to-be champions Leicester.

Respect Ranieri sack, Leicester City chairman tells fans

L
eicester chairman Vichai 
Srivaddhanaprabha has 
urged angry fans to respect 
the decision to sack title-

winning manager Claudio Ranieri, 
hinting at serious problems behind 
the scenes.

Srivaddhanaprabha, a Thai busi-
nessman, claimed Leicester had “mil-
lions” of things to sort out in order to 
survive and said they were in crisis.

In a statement on his private 
Instagram account, published by 
BBC Leicester Sport, he said he had 
Leicester’s best interests at heart and 
would “never let the club down.” 

Ranieri was sacked in the wake of 
the 2-1 Champions League defeat to 

Sevilla, just nine months after lead-
ing Leicester to the most improbable 
of title successes.

Assistant manager Craig Shake-
speare and Mike Stowell take interim 
charge ahead of Monday’s match 
against Liverpool.

Srivaddhanaprabha wrote: 
“Thank you to our followers who 
understand and still support me in 
any circumstances. What you have 
seen is only some sides of the club 
which we can show to the public.

“We have done our best as a 
management. We do not have only 
one problem to solve, but there are 
millions thing to do to make our club 
survive.

“I would like to take this crisis situ-
ation to thank you all fans, and at the 
same time I do understand you. And 
also thanks for the ones who keep 
complaining to the management 
team and me. I do understand you 
too. “Please respect my decision. I 
will never let the club down.”

Former Manchester City manager 
Roberto Mancini, who had a short 
spell as a Leicester player, is favourite 
to replace Ranieri on a permanent 
basis.

Mancini tweeted: “I am sorry for 
my friend Ranieri. He will remain in 
the history of Leicester, in the heart 
of Leicester fans and all football 
lovers.”
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Educating Nigeria’s survivors

T
wo-year-old Bintu Mustapha is 
the human face behind the hidden 
humanitarian catastrophe now 
unfolding in northeast Nigeria. 
Her body wasted and stomach 

distended by hunger, Bintu’s life hangs by 
the nutritional drip inserted in her hand. Too 
weak to move, she is one of 30 children being 
treated at a Save the Children emergency 
nutrition clinic in Maiduguri, the capital of 
Borno State – and the area worst affected by 
the Nigerian government’s drive to end the 
Boko Haram insurgency.

As aid donors gather in Oslo for a 
conference aimed at mobilizing support for 
northeast Nigeria, the stakes could hardly 
be higher. For tens of thousands of children 
like Bintu, this is – literally – a life-or-death 
moment. Success in Oslo could bring hope 
and the prospect of recovery for millions of 
vulnerable people. Failure will cost lives.

The scale of the crisis has yet to register 
with the international community. The 
humanitarian emergency in northeast 
Nigeria is the country’s most serious since the 
Biafra famine in the 1960s. As the Nigerian 
army has pushed into areas previously 
controlled by Boko Haram, more than two 
million people have been displaced. Huge 
pockets of previously hidden deprivation 
are coming into view as the military retakes 
territory.

Over 14 million people are in urgent need 
of assistance in the states of Borno, Adamawa, 
and Yobe alone. With livelihoods collapsing 
as farmers flee their lands and the economy 
declines, that number is set to rise sharply. 
High background poverty rates – already in 

excess of 50% in the northeast – exacerbate 
the effects of conflict and displacement.

As ever, children are bearing the brunt. 
Those like Bintu Mustapha are the lucky ones. 
She was carried for two weeks by her mother 
to the nutrition clinic in Maiduguri from an 
area recently liberated from Boko Haram.

Many others don’t make it. Death rates 
from hunger, diarrhea, and pneumonia 
are soaring. Almost half a million children 
are facing the prospect of severe and acute 
malnutrition, 300,000 of them in Borno alone. 
Famine-like conditions are emerging in some 
areas. In the absence of an effective response, 
some 200 children, on average, could die each 
day this year.

It’s not just nutrition indicators that are in 
free fall. Children born in northeast Nigeria, 
especially girls, face some of the world’s 
most limited opportunities for education. 
Fewer than half of Borno’s children make 
it through primary school. Rural girls in the 
state average less than two years of schooling.

The combination of conflict, destruction 
of education infrastructure (around 1,200 
schools have been destroyed), and Boko 
Haram’s attacks on schoolchildren – most 
notoriously with the 2014 abduction of 276 
girls from Chibok – has forced half a million 
students to abandon their studies.

This matters for Nigeria’s future. The 
country has ten million children out of school, 
more than any other country in the world – 
and 60% live in the northeast. Failure to equip 
these children with the opportunities that 
come with education will trap them in a cycle 
of poverty, undermining growth, weakening 
livelihoods, and creating fertile ground for 
recruitment by militant organizations.

The response to the crisis in northeast 
Nigeria has been desperately inadequate. 
Last year, aid donors and UN agencies 
failed spectacularly to act with the urgency 
the crisis demanded. Less than half of the 
UN’s humanitarian appeal was funded. 
Meanwhile, the last Nigerian government, 
struggling with an economic downturn, failed 
to mobilize sufficient resources – and it was 
slow to call for international support.

T h e  O s l o  c o n f e re n c e  p ro v i d e s  a n 
opportunity to make a new start. Three 

urgent priorities stand out.
First ,  a id  donors  ne e d to  c ommit 

now to the $1 billion needed to reach 
around seven million of those in need. An 
effective humanitarian response requires 
predictable and assured funding to underpin 
the necessary investments in nutrition, 
livelihoods and food security. As one of 
the conveners of the conference, Germany 
should be working with other major donors 
– notably the United Kingdom and the United 
States – to broaden and deepen humanitarian 
support.

Second, the Nigerian government has to 
step up its efforts. There are encouraging 
signs. President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
government has placed one of its most able 
ministers, Zainab Ahmed, at the head of the 
humanitarian response team. Despite the 
economic recession, the authorities have 
also pledged to allocate around $1 billion of 
humanitarian support for the northeast. It is 
critical that it acts on this commitment – and 
that it puts in place the programs needed to 
end the region’s persistent marginalization.

Third, the neglect of education must 
end. Borno’s governor, Kashim Shettima, an 
Islamic scholar and self-professed beneficiary 
of what he describes as “Western education,” 
has made reconstruction of the sector the 
state’s single largest budget priority this 
year. To its credit, the World Bank has also 
put in place a $100 million facility to support 
education recovery in Nigeria’s northeast. 
Yet UN agencies and donors have effectively 
scripted education out of the humanitarian 
appeal. 

It’s tough to think of a more shortsighted 
approach.  Given that the denial  and 
destruction of economic opportunity has 
been at the heart of the insurgency, there 
is no better way to deliver a peace dividend 
than to invest in education. That is why the 
UN’s special envoy for education, Gordon 
Brown, has rightly called for the creation of 
a new global facility to support education in 
conflict-affected countries.

Ensuring that children like Bintu Mustapha 
survive is the most immediate priority. Giving 
them a chance to thrive through education is 
the only sound foundation for a lasting peace. 
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Virus dictionary approach
In the virus dictionary approach, when the 
anti-virus software examines a file, it refers 
to a dictionary of known viruses that have 
been identified by the author of the anti-virus 
software. If a piece of code in the file matches 
any virus identified in the dictionary, then the 
anti-virus software can then either delete the 
file, quarantine it so that the file is inaccessible to 
other programs and its virus is unable to spread, 
or attempt to repair the file by removing the 
virus itself from the file.

To be successful in the medium and long 
term, the virus dictionary approach requires 
periodic online downloads of updated virus 
dictionary entries. As new viruses are identified 
“in the wild”, civically minded and technically 
inclined users can send their infected files to 
the authors of anti-virus software, who then 
include information about the new viruses in 
their dictionaries.

Dictionary-based anti-virus software typi-
cally examines files when the computer’s operat-
ing system creates, opens, and closes them; and 
when the files are e-mailed. In this way, a known 
virus can be detected immediately upon receipt. 
The software can also typically be scheduled 
to examine all files on the user’s hard disk on a 
regular basis.

Although the dictionary approach is con-
sidered effective, virus authors have tried to 
stay a step ahead of such software by writing 
“polymorphic viruses”, which encrypt parts of 
themselves or otherwise modify themselves 
as a method of disguise, so as to not match the 
virus’s signature in the dictionary. 

Blogs
From the 

“Choosing APC at the polls is a wise step by the good 
people of Ondo as well as a vote of confidence on the 
party’s ideology and policies, and the APC Federal 
Government. Governor Akeredolu is not just a thor-
ough bred professional and respected senior advocate; 
he has always been genuinely passionate about the 
plight of the people”. Yakubu Dogara, Speaker, House 
of Representatives.
“My victory is a victory for PDP all over Nigeria. There 
is no loser; it is just a misunderstanding within a fam-
ily. We are calling on everybody to come together so 
that the party can be a formidable one once again. 
What we want to do now is how to put the party back 
to shape so that everyone that is aggrieved is brought 
back as one united family once again”. Ali Modu Sheriff, 
national chairman, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP).
“I am currently prosecuting eight cases on his behalf. 
As a professional, I had given my professional fees 
but the governor could not pay because his accounts 
had been frozen by EFCC, which made the governor 
financially strangulated. The transfer of money was 
not done by force, or done under false pretence or 
through the barrel of gun. The money is legitimate and 
legal. EFCC is bringing itself to the level of becoming 
the enemy of the people”. Mike Ozekhome, a Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria (SAN). 

Numbers
N28 billion 
The Board of Directors of Nigerian Breweries Plc 
has proposed a total dividend of N28, 181, per or-
dinary share of fifty kobo each for approval by the 
company’s shareholders for the 2016 financial year.

0.01%
The market indices of the Nigerian Stock Exchange 
(NSE) last Wednesday dropped by 0.01 per cent after 
a two-day marginal growth.

KEVIN WATKINS
Watkins is the CEO of Save 

the Children UK.


